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Hurray! We Are Back! 
 

After two and a half years of COVID-19 shutdown, your Monthly Public Presentations at Maranatha are 
back! We are so excited to announce that we will kick off the 2022-23 Season with a very special speaker and 
topic for your entertainment. One of the great storytellers of Quinte, Mr. Dan Buchanan, will bring his 
colourful presentation of Rumrunners: The Story of Ben Kerr and Prohibition to our first event on September 
20 at 7:30 p.m. at Maranatha at 100 College Street West.  
Special note: We are using the main auditorium this year, to allow for plenty of spacing between seats, and we 
can enter by the main front doors with plenty of parking right at the door. See full announcement on page 4. 
 
As your Historical Society returns to our busy program of Public Events, we are bringing a very interesting 

event to Quinte West on September 10th. You are invited to the third in our series of Historical Plaque 
Unveilings, this one to be held on that date at 11 a.m. The plaque will commemorate Mary Meyers Bleecker, 
daughter of Captain John Walden Meyers, and her amazing feat of operating the first ferry service across the 
Trent River in the early 1800s. Come on out and enjoy this event with us at the Riverfront Square which is 

just across the bridge going into Quinte West, and just behind the TD Bank. A lovely location along the shore 
of the Trent River where Mary Meyers Bleecker’s ferry plied its trade so long ago. See you there! 

 

That is no small feat. To try to superserve your 

market and listening audience and continue to do it 

successfully 76 years on. This unique success story 

isn't possible without the Morton family, the family 

that started CJBQ radio in August of 1946 and 

continue to own and operate the station to this day. 

The Mortons understand the Quinte region, its 

needs, appetite for local news and information, the 

need to provide members of the region a voice, the 

opportunity to cheer, gripe, cry. Despite the fact that 

CJBQ was a post-Second World War sign-on, the 

station has still been witness to many major local, 

regional and worldwide events and has reported on 

them all. From moon landings, invasions, 

CJBQ 800 Belleville: Over  

Three-Quarters of a  

Century of Service  
by Ted Bradford 

What's in a radio station? Some, the ones caught up in 

these days of smartphones, streams and endless 

information at their fingertips would say, not much. 

To them, I say, have you listened lately? Listened to 

one of the last full service AM radio stations in 

Canada, and dare I say, one of North America's most 

unique radio stations. By full service I simply mean, 

something for just about everyone, all day, every day. 
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assassinations and inaugurations, floods and storms to 

local births, deaths, farm news, lost and found pets, 

the largest pumpkin and the heaviest hog. It's the 

information that the audience expects and it's the 

information that CJBQ still provides thanks to an 

engaged airstaff and the largest local radio newsroom 

in southeastern Ontario. 

The Morton family foray into media began on the 

family farm. Herb H.W. Morton dropped out of 

school to work the farm but soon did a one-eighty and 

started a small printing business that eventually led to 

his purchase of the Belleville newspaper, the Daily 

Ontario and that, to the acquisition of the 

competition, the Ontario Intelligencer in 1929. Later, 

in the thirties, Herb's son, Doctor Gerald Morton 

would join the newspaper as managing editor and 

later, he would focus his sights on radio. As a result, 

CJBQ, the area's first radio station would hit the air in 

the summer of 1946 at 12:30 on the AM dial with an 

effective radiated power of 250 watts. In the mid-

fifties, CJBQ would move to 800, its current position 

on the dial and eventually increase power to 10,000 

watts. The official air date is August 15th; however, 

CJBQ had been actually broadcasting since the 12th 

of that month. The broadcast opening ceremonies 

(and why wouldn't they be?) live from the auditorium 

of Belleville Collegiate Institute (effectively the first 

remote broadcast for the station) were attended by a 

who's who of the powerful, political and everyday 

folk that would, in the intervening years, welcome 

CJBQ radio into their homes like a member of the 

family. 

The original studio facilities were located at 11 

Victoria Avenue in downtown Belleville and 

operated there until the sixties when the modern 

building at the corner of Bridge Street East and 

Pinnacle was built to house both CJBQ and the 

Intelligencer newspaper. CJBQ, along with its sister 

stations, moved to a new broadcast facility on the 

Belleville harbour in the spring of 1985 and remain 

there to this day. 

Many personalities have worked behind the 

microphones of CJBQ over the years, becoming 

friends with listeners, sharing good days and bad, 

life's ups and downs and playing their favourite 

songs. A few of those personalities used CJBQ as a 

springboard to fruitful careers in broadcasting, 

notably, Roy Bonisteel of CBC television and Dave 

Charles who went on to create and sign on other 

radio stations around the globe. Many, however, 

made names for themselves in the broadcast industry 

by remaining and serving the communities they loved 

and called home. Phil Flagler was one such 

personality, at CJBQ from day one, imparting his 

experience and knowledge to many a young 

broadcaster through the years, your scribe included. 

It's said that Phil was a student of the Lorne Greene 

broadcast school, and it's a fact that he 

knew Mr. Greene personally. Tom 

Hookings, Ted Snider, Eugene "Jeep" 

Lang, Peter Thompson, Hammie 

Macdonald, John Henderson and many, 

many other names would eventually 

become a part of the fabric of the Bay of 

Quinte region. After all, you can't have 

Bay of Quinte without CJ...BQ...the 

voice of the Bay of Quinte. 

For much more memorabilia and historic 

audio, I invite you to peruse the CJBQ 

75th anniversary historical archives at 

cjbq.com.   

 

 
Original building of the radio station at 11 Victoria Ave. 
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It’s Reading Time Again 
 

by Michelle Hutchison 
 
September has arrived! One might easily be tempted 
to query, “What happened to summer?” With the 
inevitable change of the seasons and perhaps more 
leisure time, now is the moment to enjoy reading 
once again. May we suggest the following offering, 
new to the shelves of the Hastings County Historical 
Society bookstore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They came to the Quinte area as United Empire 
Loyalists. Hard work and incredible entrepreneurial 
skills created a business empire that spanned 
generations. The Graham family left its mark, not 
only in business but also in the political arena. Some 
became mayors and others entered provincial politics. 
The Grahams were also well known for their 
philanthropic ways. The reader might be surprised to 
learn of the many familiar local landmarks which 
were built by the Graham family. Not the least of 
these are the Bay of Quinte Golf and Country Club 
and of course, the beautiful Montrose Inn, both found 
on Old Highway 2 in Quinte West. Not wanting the 
storied past to be lost in the sands of time, author 
Susan Graham Kinsella spent many years cataloguing 
and verifying the richness of her family’s history. The 
result is Montrose, local history bound by family ties. 
 

239 pages $25 

Find this fine book, along with many others at the 
Hastings County Historical Society bookstore, housed 
at the Community Archives in Belleville. 

 

 

Sovereign’s Medal for 
Volunteers Awarded to 

Alex McNaught 
 

On June 20th, a ceremony was held at Quinte West 
Council Chambers when historian and author Alex 
McNaught received a very special award. The text 
reads: 

“The Governor General of Canada, Her Excellency, 
The Right Honourable Mary Simon, has awarded the 
Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers to Alexander D. 
McNaught of Wallbridge. 

This award is the highest honour for volunteer 
service that an individual can receive within the 
Canadian Honours System. 

The Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers recognizes 
exceptional volunteering achievements of living 
Canadians who have made significant, sustained, and 
unpaid contributions to their community in Canada 
or abroad.  

The medal was presented to Mr. McNaught by the 
Mayor of the City of Quinte West, Jim Harrison, in 
Trenton at the regular council meeting. Mayor 
Harrison said he was pleased to present this award, 
on behalf of Her Excellency, to Mr. McNaught for 
his preservation of a historical site, the Old Sidney 
Town Hall Park in Wallbridge that commemorates 
heritage events and people of Wallbridge and Sidney, 
and also for publishing his history of Wallbridge, the 
home of Ontario’s oldest municipal government 
(Municipality of Sidney Township, est. 1790). 

Through his dedication and perseverance over the 
past decade, the rich cultural history of our area has 
been shared with residents and visitors via his book, 
speaking engagements, media articles and the 
conceptualization and the installation of 11 
informative/interpretive plaques and cairns in the 
OSTHP that tell fascinating stories of our 
forefathers.” 

Mr. McNaught is a long-time member of the 
Historical Society, contributor to the Outlook 
newsletter and strong supporter.  He has worked 
tirelessly to capture the history of his home 
community and bring it to the public. The Hastings 
County Historical Society congratulates Mr. 
McNaught on this well-deserved recognition.   
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Central Bridge Boat Launch 
 

On June 25th, the Hastings County Historical 
Society, in partnership with the City of Quinte West 
and the Trent Port Historical Society, held an 
unveiling ceremony of a plaque to commemorate the 
launch site of the 156 TANAC tugs built between 
1942 and 1946 at the Central Bridge factory some 3 
km north of the launching area into the lower Trent 
River. 

Speakers and organizers of the event are shown 
from left to right: David Joyce, representing MPP 
Todd Smith; Rick Phillips, Warden of Hastings 
County; Jim Harrison, Mayor of Quinte West; 
Richard Hughes, President of the Hastings County 
Historical Society; Deborah Chouinard, President 
of the Trent Port Historical Society; Gary Nicoll, 
Director of the Hastings County Historical 
Society; and Jennifer Rushlow, Tourism & Special 
Events, Quinte West. 
 

 

Gilmour Lumber 
 

On August 13, the Hastings County Historical 
Society continued its summer program of installing 
three historical plaques in Quinte West. On this 
occasion, for the second plaque to be unveiled, a 
large crowd gathered with local dignitaries at 
Centennial Park to recognize the major contribution 
the Gilmour Lumber Company made in the 
development of the community in the late 1800s. The 
company harvested tens of thousands of giant trees 
from Central and North Hastings with lumbermen 
guiding them down the river to the giant sawmill 
complex at Trenton. The Historical Society, working 

in partnership with the City of Quinte West and the 
Trent Port Historical Society, is very pleased to erect 
these brass historical plaques for the community to 
come to know more about its origins and take pride 
in its achievements.  

The community of Quinte West celebrated the 
unveiling of the historical plaque to honour the 
immense contribution of the Gilmour Lumber 
Company in the late 1800s.  In the photo, from 
left, Stanley Jones and Orland French, Directors 
of the Hastings County Historical Society; Ray 
Millar, Trent Port Historical Society; Gerry 
Fraiberg, Vice-president HCHS; Sean Scally, 
videographer and guest speaker; Todd Smith, 
MPP for Bay of Quinte; Wendy Ouellette, TPHS; 
Quinte West Mayor Jim Harrison and Jennifer 
Rushlow, Tourism & Special Events, Quinte 
West.  

 

J. B. Ives, a Mill Street 
Entrepreneur 

Part 1 
 

by Gary Nicoll 

From time to time, collectors of historic artifacts and 

antiques come across items with their provenance 

printed directly on them. In 2021, as part of an 

archaeological survey at Camp Rathbun built just 

north of Deseronto in 1917 and closed in 1919, a 

couple of stoneware ginger beer bottles were found, 

clearly marked J. B. IVES BELLEVILLE. These 

bottles are sought after by collectors of stoneware 

bottles, fetching as much as $175 per bottle. Older 

collector magazines offer speculation about their 

5 
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origins, how old they might be and where they were 

made. Based on the look of the stoneware bottle and 

when other manufacturers of ginger beer bottles like 

these ones were being offered on sale, the speculation 

was that as early as 1901, J. B. Ives ginger beer was 

being manufactured and that this would have ended in 

the early 1920s. Was this actually the case?  

The first topic to explore 
is the identity of J. B. 
Ives. His full name was 
James Blake Ives, and he 
was born in Colborne in 
1877. He was initially 
listed in a Belleville City 
Directory in 1899, so he 
had moved to Belleville 
in 1898/99 when he was 
21 or 22 and is listed as a 
“Junk Dealer” living on 
Mill Street. The 1901 
census lists Ives as a 
lodger living on the north 
side of Mill Street in the 
home of William Lott, 
the proprietor of City 

Woolen Mills, also located on Mill Street by the 
Moira River. William Lott was actually Ives’ uncle, 
as Ives’ mother was William Lott’s sister Abigail 
Lott. Later that year J. B. Ives married his first cousin, 
William Lott’s daughter, Bertha E. Lott. The city 
maps show the area behind the Lott’s home and 
grocery store as being scrap yards or junkyards. It is 
probable that J. B. Ives used these areas to pursue his 
business. James and Bertha had three children in the 
years between their marriage in 1901 and the census 
in 1911, by which time he and Bertha had moved to 
45 Mill Street. James is listed in this census as an 
“Iron Dealer,” presumably scrap iron. By 1915, James 
had set up a building supply business on the east side 
of Church Street at the corner of Church and Great St. 
James Street. Every month he ran ads advertising 
“Lump and Hydrated Lime, Hard wall plaster, sewer 
pipe and field tile and brick.” In the local newspapers, 
J. B. Ives was on the list of companies and individuals 
to receive payment from the public works department 
of the City of Belleville, from 1917 through to 1919. 
This was presumably in payment for material from 
his building supply business, now listed at 22 Great 
St. James Street, a building that had been erected that 
filled out the 327-329 address on Church Street and 
22 Great St. James Street.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1917, the Belleville Intelligencer carried an article 

that mentioned James B. Ives had introduced a new 

ginger ale product. This is the first mention that he 

was now also an aerated water bottling 

manufacturer. He seems to have taken over the 

licence for local bottling of both Coca Cola and 

Orange Crush. He is noted as having donated Coca 

Cola to the Grand Bazaar at St Michael's School in 

Belleville. On February 17, 1919, there was a fire at 

Belleville Bottling Works at 22 Great St. James 

Street that destroyed Ives’ building. It was fully 

insured and the building was rebuilt. This is the first 

mention of the Belleville Bottling Works. In the 

1920 Vernon’s City of Belleville Directory, J. B. 

Ives is listed as the proprietor of Belleville Bottling 

Works at 22 Great St. James Street. Ives appears to 

have kept his building supply business, supplying 

sewer pipes in particular and also selling lime. He 

had built and established an aerated water (pop) 

business. In the 6 years from 1915 to 1921, he had 

changed from being an “Iron Dealer/Junk Dealer” to 

the proprietor of both a building supply business and 

the Belleville Bottling Works. He and Bertha had 

moved to 45 Mill Street and were planning a move 

to a large home at 14 Mount Pleasant Road that 

overlooked his businesses on Great St. James Street. 

J. B. Ives lived there the rest of his life, but Bertha 

died in January of 1920, while the family still lived 

at 45 Mill Street. Shortly afterwards, James and his 

three children moved to the new home on Mount 

Pleasant Road. 

James Blake Ives, 
ca 1914 
     
CABHC 2022-051  

J. B. Ives Belleville stoneware 
ginger beer bottles  
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waterfront are two parallel bands of steel, the well-
used tracks of the Canadian Pacific Railway. The 
industries it served are gone. The railway itself has 
no depot or siding and uses the route simply as a 
means to make its way through Belleville. Whatever 
one thinks of the presence of the railway, we can 
thank it for getting in the way of commercial and 
high-cost residential properties that would have cut 
off the waterfront from the public. 
 
Waterfront industries reflected various stages of the 
city's development. Belleville Harbour at the mouth 
of the Moira at one time was crowded with 
lumberyards, sawmills, planing mills and sash and 
door mills on all sides. The 1874 Bird's Eye View of 
Belleville shows stacks and stacks of lumber 
covering Victoria Park, then an island and now a 
peninsula where the Bay of Quinte Yacht Club is 
located. All of that activity disappeared around 1900, 
when the forest stocks further north in Hastings 
County ran out. 
 
The Parrott family, including Jack and Bernice, sold 
65 acres of land south of Dundas Street (Highway 2) 
after the Second World War for industrial purposes. 
The rest of the Parrott property, which had been a 
dairy farm, was used to form a residential 
development and became the basis of the Parrotts' 
wealth.   
 
In 1947 the Bakelite Company (Canada) Limited 
established a plant on the south side of Dundas 
Street. While the name suggested it might be a 
bakery producing low calorie muffins (Bake Light, 
get it?) it was actually a heavy-duty composite called 
polyoxybenzylmethylenglycolanhydride, the first 
plastic made from synthetic components. Don't take 
my word for it; I'm drawing much of this detailed 
information from a research paper prepared by John 
Lowry. 
 
Lowry says in his paper, “Bakelite is found in a 
myriad of industrial products including circuit 
boards, electric insulators, radio and telephone 
casings, kitchenware, jewelry, pipe stems, children's 
toys, firearms and billiard balls.” These products are 
made of hazardous chemicals requiring careful 
handling, which in time came to be major 
contaminants of the Bakelite property. Some of the 
slop unfortunately made its way into the Bay of 
Quinte. 
 
The factory was closed in 1990, but that was only the 
beginning of complicated and exhausting efforts to 
remediate the land for other purposes. 

On September 7, 1922, Coca Cola completed the 

purchase of Belleville Bottling Works from J. B. 

Ives. The purchase included the bottling plant that 

Ives had built on the corner of Church Street, now 

numbered as 327-329 Church Street. Ives continued 

to own and use the back wooden portion of the 

building at 22 Great St. James Street for his lime 

and building supply business. The Intelligencer 

reports are very enthusiastic about having Coca Cola 

move to Belleville. The story says that Ives was 

retiring from the soda pop business and would 

continue to sell tile, sewer pipe and other building 

products. The expectations of Coca Cola were that 

Ives would be in the building supply business, but 

retired from the soda pop business. Things did not 

work out that way.                                                                                            

To be continued next month… 

 

SWAT! Take That! 
The Story of Our 

Waterfront 
 

by Orland French 
 
Hanging on my garden fence is a remnant of 
Belleville's industrial age. I rescued it from a pile of 
trash pulled from the bay years ago. When city 
workers were clearing the shoreline for the boat 
launching ramps at the foot of George Street, they 
discovered a bunch of sunken timbers from old 
scuttled wooden barges in the water. One of the 
pieces, the curved part of a keel studded with large 
iron spikes, became part of my garden decorations. 
 
I have no idea how old it is, or whether it came from a 
ship with a name. But there aren't many vestiges of 
the old Belleville industrial waterfront left. Most of 
the rest of the industrial lands have been converted to 
recreational or residential uses. Fortunately, the City 
of Belleville has strung them into a contiguous line of 
parklands featuring paths, monuments, benches, boat 
launches, marinas and a hotdog/ice cream stand. 
 
The last piece of disused industrial land fell into 
Belleville's hands this summer, with the acquisition of 
the waterfront wetlands of the infamous Bakelite 
Property at Haig Road and Dundas Street East. 
 
About all that's remaining of the old industrial 
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Meanwhile, the public value of the wetlands has long 
been recognized. In the late 1980s a committee of 
community activists called SWAT (Save Waterfront 
All Together) rallied to ensure that Belleville's 
waterfront lands were kept in the public domain. The 
committee's stalwarts were well-known community 
names: council's gadfly Theresa Kellaway, and 
former mayors Jane Forrester and Robin Jeffrey. 
They would be instrumental in seeing the land 
around Meyers Pier turned into publicly owned 
parkland. 
 
Thanks to their work, and to the growing awareness 
of council that the greening of the waterfront has 
become the envy of many larger cities on the Great 
Lakes, we have kilometres of waterfront parkland 
instead of rows of condos and highrises. 
 
Maybe I should come up with an appropriate name 
for that piece of keel hanging on my back fence. 
HMCS Swat, for instance. 
 
Orland French, with extensive research from John 
Lowry. John has placed his article in the Community 
Archives where it is available at  
https://discover.cabhc.ca/history-of-the-bakelite-
property-in-belleville  

 
Bakelite plant, Belleville, Ontario, ca1948                                                      
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