
The history of the Belleville General Hospital is closely linked to the history of Belleville’s Women’s 

Christian Association (W.C.A.). This group of women spearheaded the campaign to build a hospital in 

the city in the 1880s. The Association was incorporated in Belleville on 18th May, 1880 and listed 

228 members in its 1881 report. The W.C.A.’s constitution described the object of the Association as: 

  ...the spiritual and social welfare of women and children, the elevation  

  of society, and the suppression of intemperance and immorality. 

The Association already operated the Home for the Friendless, a place for the elderly or destitute to 

stay, and it had successfully raised enough money to start building a hospital for the city by 1882. 

Ground was broken in 1884 and the cornerstone of the building was laid on 25th September, 

complete with a time capsule.  

W. C. Mikel noted in his 1943 City of Belleville History  that the Belleville 

General Hospital was “the only hospital in Canada that is owned by 

women and carried on under the direction of women.” This came to an 

end on 1st June 1948, when the W.C.A. 

handed over the hospital to the City of 

Belleville, with a trust fund of $100,000. 

In 1971 the Belleville Intelligencer noted that 

the original cornerstone of the building had 

been revealed by new building work at the 

site. In it was a preserving jar containing a 

number of newspapers and the Order of 

Proceedings of the stone-laying ceremony.  These items (and many 

others) have all been donated to the Community Archives by the Women’s 

Christian Association and are now available here for research.

Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County, 254 Pinnacle Street, Belleville ON K8N 3B1 613-967-3304 archives@cabhc.ca 

CABHC: 2017-32 Intelligencer,  

11 June 1971 

CABHC: 2017-32 Record of 

cornerstone-laying, 25 September 

1884 



 

2017-24 List of Bancroft Public 

Library genealogies, 1990s 

2017-25 Digital images of Henry 

Thompson, Fenian Raids veteran 

2017-26 Gilbert Parker published 

book collection, 1892-1929 

2017-27 Aerial photograph of Point 

Anne cement works, 1964 

2017-28 Digital image of Albert 

College diploma for John 

Richardson, 1900  

2017-29 Digital photographs of 

Curtiss JN-4 aircraft, 2016 

2017-30 Aerial photographs and 

maps of Belleville and Thurlow, 

1978-1980 

2017-32 Women’s Christian 

Association records, 1876-2004 

2017-33 Correspondence of William 

Randall of Lonsdale, 1848-1882 

 

In April we’re highlighting the recent 

addition of the Gilbert Parker papers to 

the Archives. We take a look at some of the artefacts that 

arrived with the large shipment of papers of this famous 

former Bellevillian. 

These include a watch given to Parker on his wedding 

day by Amy Eliza Vantine, the woman who was to 

become his wife, a walking stick, and a bronze bust of Sir 

Gilbert’s head.
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This month’s Hastings County Historical Society presentation 

will be taking a look at the First World War commemorative 

project which is tracking the war experiences of men and 

women with Deseronto connections. On 18th April, archivist 

Amanda Hill will reveal some of the stories she has uncovered 

while researching the lives of more than 300 First World War 

veterans from Deseronto and the Tyendinaga Mohawk 

Territory. We hope to see you at Maranatha Church at 7.30! 

CABHC: GP A selection of materials from the Gilbert Parker papers, 

including manuscripts, political campaign materials and some 

interesting artefacts 

First World War memorial plaque in Deseronto 


