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1. YOU are cordially invited to attend a GENERAL MEETING of the 
Society to be held on TUESDAY EVENING, MARCH 15, 1983, in the 
Auditorium of the QUINTE LIVING CENTRE, 370 Front Street, 
Belleville.

The Guest Speaker will be 
JANET SWAINE of Belleville, 
who will tell us about 
"LIFE IN LATE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY BELLEVILLE**. ( This 
look at Belleville a century 
ago will highlight some of 
the interesting social 
activities and outings, 
happenings in and out of 
schools, happenings in the 
local business world, etc.
It promises to be a topic 
with something of interest 
for everyone.

A native of southwestern 
Ontario who lived in Quebec 
for some years and worked in 
the Public Health field, Janet
has always had a strong interest in history. This interest 
was heightened because of contacts with a Belleville family, 
whose enthusiasm for this locale and its history caught Janet’s 
interest many years ago. Recently Janet worked with the Local 
History class I have been teaching at B.C.I.V.S. and had the 
opportunity to delve into newspapers and other records to put 
together a fascinating story of Belleville of the late 1800*s.

Plan to attend the meeting at the Quinte Living Centre on the 
15th. There'll be coffee and a social half-hour at 7:30 P.M. 
and the meeting begins at 8:00 P.M. You'll find Janet's 
enthusiasm for local history is contagious._____________________

Following Janet's talk, we invite members and friends of the 
Society to share your information (gleaned from parents and 
older friends) about what Belleville was like in the late 1800's. 
Bring in a picture from the period to share with the group.

P.S. Janet is a believer in Continuing Education, such as the 
program offered at B.C.I.V.S. Again this semester she's 
actively pursuing her quest for knowledge.
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2* WOW . . . Did we celebrate HERITAGE DAY and HERITAGE WEEKEND. 

On Sunday, about 300 enthusiastic walkers took part in a 
mammoth walk of Foster Ward and a tour of the Mclntosh-Ridley 
House. The successful event was arranged by the local chapter 
of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, headed by Kevin 
Campbell. One of the group leaders was Rodger Greig. a long
time friend of the house and the organizer of Historical 
Society walking tours here 20 years ago. Elaine Preston and 
other members of our Historic Structures Committee were on 
hand to assist in the event and the Society picked up the tab 
for the coffee and cookies. Keep your eyes open to events 
affecting this building and Foster Ward and support the 
efforts of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario.

Then on HERITAGE DAY itself, February 21st 
and friends of the Society filled the Main 
Corby Public Library to hear MIMA KAPCHES 
speak on Ontario Indian Archaeology. Her 
presentation was applauded for its clarity 
and interest. We were delighted to hear 
that Mima will be working in Prince 
Edward County this slimmer and future 
summers. You can assist her to inventory 
the artifacts and known and potential 
sites by offering information relating 
to these matters. Some members of our 
society may recall that our very first 
speaker was another archaeologist, the 
Reverend Bowen P. Squire, who spoke in 
November, 1957» on his work in the 
Consecon area. Mima is, I believe, 
our first archaeologist-speaker since 
that time. We look for further topics 
of archaeological interest in the next 
while, in view of the excellent 
reception Mima received.

For example, on May 10 Ron Vastokas of 
Trent University will be speaking to 
us on the Peterborough Petroglyphs 
(rock carvings done by early peoples).

3. While you’re marking dates on your 
calendar [March 15 for Janet Swaine 
and May 10 for Ron Vastokas],also 
circle April 19; that’s the day when 
A1 Smith will bring us the story of 
Camps Mohawk and Rathbun, local air- 
training facilities during the First 
World War.
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D r  Mimn Knpchcs, research associate, has 
concentrated her research on the regions of 
Hastings and Prince Edward counties in 
southeastern Ontario Supported by a 
post-doctoral fellowship from the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council, 
she is studying the development of the Early 
Ontario Iroquois (Pickering culture of c A ; 
500- 1100). H e r examination of local 
museum collections has confirmed that the 
area is also rich in cultural matenal from earlier 
penods of prehistory

R.O.M. Annual 
Report for 1981-32

4. Our GOOD CITIZEN AWARD for March goes to SHIRLEY BIRCHARD 
of our Historic Structures Committee. She is helping to 
prepare "Belleville’s Heritage: Part II" and delivered the 
exciting presentation at our Annual Meeting on Alexander 
Oliphant Petrie, the man condemned to die who later became 
President of the Belleville Board of Police (which post 
today has become Mayor of the City of Belleville).
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5. When the Society published Volume I of'Belleville's Heritage” 

in 1978, several sponsors donated funds (income tax deductible) 
to help in the publishing of the booklet. Those sponsors 
whose donations were $100 or more had their names listed in 
the publication. If anyone is interested in being a sponsor 
for Volume II, it would be greatly appreciated by the Society. 
Printing costs have increased so that we need to invest 
considerable funds in the project. If you would like to help, 
please contact treasurer Pat Bennett at 962-6583 or P.0. Box 
1418, Belleville.

6. Still on the matter of historic dwellings, the last issue of 
OUTLOOK showed a contemporary view of the McIntosh-Ridley
House at 45 South Front Street, Belleville. We've been asked 
to show you this view of the house as it appeared about 1910. 
The picture is provided courtesy of Dr. Robert Allore.

7. Pulp and Paper Canada is a trade publication that circulates 
across Canada. Thanks to SAM CLEMENTS of Trenton for providing 
a copy of an article that appeared late in 1982, entitled 
"Keeping it in the Family”. Author Bill Schabas tells the story 
of J. Ford & Company Limited of Portneuf, Quebec, which 
has just celebrated its 150th anniversary, making it far and 
away the oldest papermaking firm in the country. Among other 
ventures operated by the Ford family was a "small papermill 
in Belleville, Ontario, which later burned down.” Hence, 
we have a tie with the oldest papermaking firm in Canada.
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8. Coloured photographs do not reproduce well in this type 

of printing; however, we wanted to share with our readers 
some of the enthusiasm that was apparent on the February 
20th walking tour of Foster Ward. You may be able to pick 
out people you know in these pictures, a few of the many 
we had on display at our HERITAGE DAY meeting.
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9. Still on HERITAGE DAY, hats off to the TRENT PORT HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY for its celebration of the day. The Intelligencer 
carried an interesting account of Margaret and Wavne Smith 
serving as costumed tour guides for school children who 
visited the Dufferin Centre.

10. 150 Years of the Napanee Fair. 18^2-1982 is a 36-page 
illustrated history of the fair published by the Lennox 
Agricultural Society. Because early fair records of the 
fair are not available, the authors made good use of 
Kingston and Napanee newspapers to illustrate the fair's first 
years. Of particular interest are the many photographs that 
show the early advertising for the fair (1841), the Crystal 
Palace (1919), etc. The book is available at the Macpherson 
House and other locations for $5.95 and is a model for other 
fairs to follow in recording their histories.

11. What's Happening is the magazine sponsored by the Belleville 
and District Chamber of Commerce. A recent issue (vol. 12,
no. 2) contains a fascinating nine-page account by John Youngs 
of Tweed on "Gildersleeve" First Family of Great Lakes Shipping 
from the Bay of Quinte to the Founding of the Canada Steamship 
Line. The article begins with the launching at Bath of The 
Frontenac. the first steam powered vessel on the Great Lakes, 
and highlights the development of shipping on the Bay of Quinte, 
including the Great Steamboat Race of 1854. This race from 

‘ Belleville to Kingston was between The Bay of Quinte and City 
of the Bay. The former vessel, owned by Belleville interests, 
won. Copies of What's Happening are available from the Chamber 
of Commerce and local boostores.

12. We regret to record the passing recently of three strong 
supporters of local history:

. BESSIE BUSH of River Valley, wno served on our
executives for many years and brought us the support 
of the Women's Institutes when we set up the first 
museum on Church Street in 1961 

. SALLY MacDONALD of Ottawa, who helped to establish the 
museum displays that nonoured her father 

. MAC WALLBRIDGE of Huff's Island, who published the 
diaries of his ancestor Thomas Nightingale and spoke 
to the Society last year.

13. Interest in the Marmora Iron Works continues to grow. The 
January 1983 issue of Historic Kingston, published by the 
Kingston Historical Society contains an article by Professor 
Keith Johnson of Carleton University on "Anthony Manahan and 
the status' of Irish Catholics in Upper Canada. Manahan managed 
the iron works in the 1820's and there is much information in 
the article relating both to the community and the iron works.

14. The Local History classes I have been teaching this year at the 
Quinte Living Centre and B.C.I.V.S. continue to attract a number 
of adult students. I hope to be able to teach a similar course

1 in 1983~84 school year at B.C.I.V.S. If you're interested in 
/ this credit course, contact the B.C.I.V.S. Guidance Office at 
J 962-9 5 8 1 .  [For information on the Native Studies course I 
teach at Moira, which course has some local content, call me 
at Moira, 962-8668.]

15. Best wishes for now and hope to see many of you at the meeting
on the 15th



A REMINDER CONCERNING MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 1983 .. .

Treasurer Pat Bennett is pleased with the response to our appeal 
for membership renewals. A great many former members have signed 
up for *83, as well as a few new ones. However, there are a 
considerable number of ’82 members who have not yet sent in their 
fees for *83.
If you find a red mark in one of the below boxes, we would ask 
that you complete this form and return it with payment as soon as 
possible. If you have paid your fees within the past few days, 
please ignore the request; our letters probably have crossed in 
the mail.

□  1. Our records indicate that your fees for '83 have not yet
been received. Please renew early so that we may 
continue to send you 0UTL99K.

□  2. As a reader of a school copy, no fees are required. However,
we encourage teachers to take out individual memberships 
to support the Society.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
(A) YES, I (we) would like to support the Hastings County Historical 

Society through membership in 1983.

I (we) am (are) enclosing the membership fee of ........  dollars
for the following type of membership: [Please check one type]

TYPE
SINGLE
PERSON FAMILY

REGULAR $7. $10.

SENIOR
CITIZEN

$5. $7.

STUDENT $5. XXXXXXXXX

(B) I (we) would like to assist the work of the Society by donating
............  dollars. Please send a receipt for Income Tax
purposes.

PLEASE RETURN THIS ENTIRE PAGE WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT. Thanks

More important notes 
and quotes from the 
people who will be 
bringing you volume 
II of "Belleville' s 
Heritage" in a few 
months . . .

the HASTINGS COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.0. Box 1418 
Belleville, Ontario

Supporters of HERITAGE 
PROJECTS IN HASTINGS 
COUNTY AND BEYOND


