
The Intelligencer
The 1986 International Plowing 

Match held in Stirling

The photographs on display were selected from 
370 images that were taken by Intelligencer 
staff at the International Plowing Match held in 
Stirling 15 to 19 September 1986.

These negatives are part of the Intelligencer 
Negative Collection that are housed at the 
Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings 
County.

The articles in this folder were selected from 
those published in the newspaper.

Both the images and newspapers can be 
viewed at the Heritage Centre in Cannifton.

For directions and opening hours details see 
the Hastings County Historical Society website.

www.hastingshistory.ca 

or call 613-962-1110.

http://www.hastingshistory.ca


Meet the president
An Important man these days at 

the International Plowing Match Is 
Edgar Wilson, president of the On
tario Plowmen’s Association. It’s 
the overall body which local 

associations work to produce the 
annual event, considered one of 
North America's top shows.

(Staff Photo)



Thousands a[ [>!owjn& match

Politicians prove selves 
in the farm field

By BILL WHITELAW 
Staff Reporter

STIRLING - While most politicians 
may be adept at “plowing under” 
their opponents, some are also quite 
adept at another form of the work.

Ontario Premier David Peterson, 
for example, managed quite a respec
table furr w Tuesday after quickly 
familiariz'ig himself with the con
trols of a tractor at the opening day of 
International Plowing Match and 
Farm Mach'nery Sho .v near here.

Peterst a wasn’t a.one. however, in 
proving city slickers can handle 
themselves in a farm field. His 
political rival. Ccnsevative Leader 
Larry Grossman, also proved a pro
mising plowman, as did several other 
politicians and dignitaries par
ticipating in a celebrity plow-off to 
mark the match's opening day.

While rain Monday night rendered 
the streets of Tent City - ine match’s 
big exhibition area - quagmires. It 
didn’t deter thousands of people - In
cluding busloads of school children - 
from streaming Into the match site 
yesterday.

Once there, they enjoyed a festive 
atmosphere and plenty to see as they 
gingerly negotiated from dry spot io 

j others, spared,

boots of all descriptions.
For the most part, rain held off 

opening day. Appropriately, It stop
ped just before the opening parade 
wound its way through Tent City as a 
prelude to the official ceremonies, 
presided over by Lt.-Gov. Lincoln 
Alexander, who told an enthusiastic 
audience, “you're my kind of peo
ple.”

Alexander said he was delighted to 
see the “warmth expressed” by the 
people of Hastings County, noting 
that an underlying impression from 
his travels across the province is the 
“importance of the small town.” He 
praised their "decency, morality and 
belief in the work ethic.”

Said Alexander: “You are the peo
ple who make Ontario."

The lieutenant-governor also had 
good words for the hundreds of 
volunteers whose time and energies 
combine to ensure the match's suc
cess. They’re people, he told the 
gathering, who “attempt to put back 
more into life than they take from it.”

And Ontario Agriculture Minister 
Jack Riddell reminded those present 
of all the benefits Ontarians derive, 
from the province’s soil - such as the 

fact one in five jobs in Ontario Is 
somehow related to the agricultural 
sector.

The day was also a time to set aside 
serious political overtones.

Peterson spontaneously donned a 
one-piece - bright red - set of long- 
iohns presentea him. Grossman. in a 
oklng reference, told Peterson the 
ongjohns were the right color, but 
more obviously the Tory leader's 
smaller size.

Peterson quickly peeled off the 
underwear and presented them to 
Grossman. who lost no time telling 
the premier. “I’m after your job...not 
your clothes.”
“Take what you can get,” retorted 

Peterson.
The audience loved it.
The 73rd annual match continues 9 

a m. to 6 p m. dally until Saturday, 
with a wldely-diverse range of ac
tivities each day.

For people who don’t want to bother 
with traffic headaches, a free shuttle 
service sponsored by the Quinte Mall 
and Franklin Tours' leaves the mall 
hourly from 9 a m. until 4 p.m. It 
leaves the match site itsel hourly 
from 11 a m. until 7pm The bus 
Uiups na-- —» —•»-<->- thg 
main gate.

Ontario to end 
$300,000 donation 

to plowmen

STIRLING (CP) — The Ontario 
government is phasing out funding to 
the organization sponsoring the Inter
national Plowing Match and Farm 
Machinery Show, the province's 
agriculture minister said Tuesday at 
the opening of the annual event.

Jack Riddell confirmed that this 
would be the last year the govern
ment would provide the $300,000 It has 
contributed to the Ontario Plowmen’s 
Association It will eventually stop all 
funding to the group.

The association is smarting 
because it'could not afford the $24,000 
in liability insurance it would have 
needed to allow horses in this year’s 
plowing match.
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Plowing Match

Memories of 
the last time

Speaking of the Internationa) 
Plowing Match....

We remember the last one in 
these parts, 25 years ago, but 
only in broad outline. Images 
come to mind: of equipment, 
stalls, tents. OPP cars. An in
teresting day as we recall.

Jim White’s recollections, 
though, are still sharper. Just 
as he associates cars his father 
Stanley drove at the time with 
the construction of Highway 401 
in the late fifties, so the Plow
ing Match of 1961 comes to 
mind for other reasons. A 
youngster at the time, the In
telligencer composing room 
staffer was there with his 
mother. Gloss, a Rebekkah 
Lodge member who was help
ing at a food tent....

It was so realistic, says Jim 
.... a wrecked auto wrapped 
around a pole. An accident? 
How could it be, in this setting? 
And “blood” all over the driver 
slumped at the wheel. Then he 
realized the “driver” was a 
mannequin, and the scene a 
first-aid tent.

It was a reminder then, as 
similar reconstruction of 
events do today, of the ongoing 
accident toll on our roads. The 
memory of that simulated acci
dent has remained with Jim 
White over the years - a 
quarter-of-a-century - and no 
doubt has been a major factor 
in encouraging him to drive 
carefully.

Tfie rest of us need such 
reminders, too. Consider, as we 
were noting of late, that some 
5.000 Canadians die on the 
roads every year. That’s an ap- 
paling waste in human lives, 
yet we tolerate it. or worse 
seldom give it a thought if w’re 
aware of it at all.

Bear in mind, too, the heavy 
traffic that inevitably will be on 
roads leading to Stirling these 
few days of the plowing match. 
It’s a time to be particularly 
careful. Twenty five years ago. 
Jim White lea?ned a valuable 
lesson; let’s hope it’s one that 
can be passed on to the driving 
public at large today.



Vice-regal 
arrival, 
greeting

Lt.-Gov. Lincoln Alexander was 
the key special guest yesterday at 
the opening of the International 
Plowing Match and Farm 
Machinery Show. Alexander 
presided over the opening 
ceremonies after touring the Tent 
City site during a parade in which 
he rode in a 1958 Cadillac. Alex
ander was warmly greeted by the 
people attending the match, who 
enjoyed his friendly, easy-going 
style. During a brief speech, Alex
ander said small towns are a foun
dation of life in Ontario and he 
praised the people who live in 
them for their “decency, morality 
and belief in the work ethic “



The ‘Button Man'
One of the stranger sights on the 

grounds of the International Plowing 
Match at Stirling Is the coat of many 
colors worn by Reg Martin, of Ren
frew Reg has adorned his clothes 
with dozens of buttons gathered as 
souvenirs from the past eight plowing 
matches he’s attended. The Renfrew 
man says he's "seen better matches’’ 
in his time. "I remember one at 

Borden and another at Ottawa as be
ing a bit better than this one. But. it's 
not bad. as plowing matches go." 
Martin's opinion of the event was not 
shared by many people on site, 
Wednesday. Including members of 
the Ontario Plowmen’s Association, 
who claim Stirling's match to be one 
of the best ever.

(Photo - Chris M alette)



Match opens todajt

Farming community
jocuses on Hastings

By BILL WHITELAW 
Staff Reporter

' STIRLING - "Welcome to Hastings 
County," beckons the sign. "It’s more 
than just a tract of land.

An understatement, to say the 
' feast.

It’s something akin to saying the In
ternational Plowing Match is just 
another farm show.

The depth and scope of the plowing 
match Sei ves iu miuciavuic uic icaii- 
M^that agriculture is big. big business 
IM V/»**.«*4 av.
rr And it all started today, focusing 
the attention of the agricultural sec
tor for today and the next four days 
on what was until recently 800 acres 
ot empty fields.

Ontario Lt.-Gov. Lincoln Alexander 
and Premier David Peterson were 
scheduled among the prominent 
dignitaries presiding over the 2 p.m. 
opening ceremonies.

Monday’s rains made no dent on 
opening day events at the big site. 

Rubber boots this morning were the 
Referred footwear for muddy ground 
conditions, but parking areas were 
solid and all events were running as 
scheduled as the morning warmed 
up.

r Monday the match site - just north 
of Stirling in Rawdon Township - was 
literally a beehive of activity as 
organizers and participants worked 

'hectically to ensure everything was 
in order for the big dav.

Visiting the match site Is a lesson In 
taglstlcs. In Tent City, acres of can- 
Ris cover exhibits ranging from feed 
To fertilizer, from fuels to fencing.

There is farm machinery, large 
and small, of such diversity that it’s 
hard for the non-farmer to com
prehend just what all it is used for. 
The representative of one major 
manufacturer says he figures there’s 
easily more than $10 million worth of 
equipment on display.

Tent City is just that - a city. Its 
streets are laid out like an urban

planner’s dream, ensuring that easy 
access is the order of the day.

More than 500 exhibits are there for 
the viewing, with both live and static 
displays. And while there won’t be 
any plowing with horses - high liabili
ty insurance coats precluded carry
ing on that tradition for this year - 
there will be plenty of machine plow
ing.

And for people who like to 
•’remember the farming of yesteryear, 
there are plenty of good examples of 
antique, machinery, whose quaint 

simplicity Is a startling contrast tu 
the behemoth equipment that has 
been the product of rapid 
technological change.

Entertainment? There's plenty of 
that too from square dancing to art 
displays to singers and bands.

In short, a jam-packed four days.
The match site opens every morn

ing at 9:30a.m. and closes at 6 p.m.
Heading to the match from 

Belleville is no problem: Signs along 
the highway lead right to the site.

And for those who don’t-want the 

shuttle service wiii depart hourly 
from the Qulnte Mall from 8 a.m. un
til 6 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. 
The price of admission - which In
cludes parking - is: Adults (14 and 
over) -$6; children (13 and younger) - 
$2.



The plowmen gather for first contests of match
By JACK EVANS 
Staff Reporter

STIRLING • Feminists may 
have a a poblem relating to the 
word “Plowman” as it is 
customarily used in connection 
with the current International 
Plowing Match here this week, 
starting right from the official 
sponsor - Tne Ontaro Plowmen’s 
Association.

The fact is, women participants 
are to be found in almost all of the 

regular plowing categories, not 
Just the Queen of the Furrow con
test.

They remain outnumbered by 
the male competitors, but these 
female farmers are out to plow 
seriously, not to make speeches 
and wear fancy dresses.

In the five groups of plowing 
classes completed on the first day 
Tuesday, local contestants Steven 
Dracup and his brother, Clare 
Dracup, both of Stirling, placed se
cond and third respectively in the 
12- to-20-years-old Class IV.

Entries for the total match are 
83. reports Bob McMahon, 
secretary-manager of the 
plowmen’s association. He 
described the number as “down 
slightly” from last year “by about 
10 entries’* and attributed all or 
most of those to horse classes 
which were ruled out this year 
because of soaring liability in
surance costs.

Bill's not missed a match in 25 years
STIRLING • Bill Lavoie says 

Hastings County can be proud of 
itself.
“I’ve been coming to the Inter

national plowing match, wherever 
it’s held, for more than 25 years,” 
said Lavoie Tuesday at opening 
day of the 1986 International match 
near here. “And this has got to be 
one of the nicest ones I’ve been to 
yet.**

Lavoie, of Clifford, Ont., said he 
is constantly amazed at the “new
fangled Ideas they keep coming up 
with to make the lot of the farmer 
an easier one ”
”1 used to farm with my sons.” 

said the 82-year old, “but, since 1 
retired from that nonsense, I like 
to travel and make sure 1 make the 

plowing match each year. ’ ’
Lavoie’s clothes bear witness to 

the fact he’s been to almost every 
match in the past 25 years. His 
Jacket and overalls are festooned 
with buttons and souvenirs of mat
ches going back 20 years or more 
and lust about every farm imple
ment company in the world that 
has ever produced a promotional 
button Is represented on his 
clothes, he says, o

“I noticed the Russians are put
ting more and more work Into at
tracting the North American 
market.” said Lavoie as he gazed 
at the equipment exhibited bv the 
Soviet company Kubota. “Their 
farm equipment ain’t pretty to 
look at, but it’s sturdy and cheap.”

Lavoie said people ought not to 
complain about the opening day 
rainy weather and the muddy con
ditions at the match’s Tent City.
“I can remember matches 

where it rained so much and for so 
long, they were worried tractors 
ana combines would, start sinking 
right out of sight, ” he laughed.



Busy, busy time for "Queen"hopefuls
By JACK EVANS 

Staff Reporter

STIRLING - A total of 32 con
testants gave speeches toward their 
quest for the Ontario Queen of the 
Furrow title at the International 
Plowing Match and Farm Equipment 
Show here Thursday.

The speeches,, even at three 
minutes each, stretched through 
much of the afternoon of what was a 
marathon day for all of the girls by 
any standards. Getting up around or 
before 6 a.m. is old hat to anyone 
from the country, but staying up late 

. is another matter. r.heir entire day 
was spent in special appearances, in
terviews by a panel of three judges 
against a single candidate, touring 
the grounds, their speeches and then 
a dinner and more speeches followed 
by still other activities for a day 
which ran right on until midnight and 
beyond.

It followed a busy day on Wednes
day when the girls competed for the 
plowing part of the contest. And it's a 
long day today before a final decision 
is announced during the evening 
Plowmen's Banquet at CFB Trenton 
Recreation Centre and a provincial 
queen is crowned

Somewhat more relaxed, but still 
having to be present for most of the 
events is Christine Seitz, the current 
year’s provlnical furrow queen, frcm • 
Tllsonburg in Oxford County.

“The toughest part of the contest 
may be different for each girl,” she 
said in an interview. “One girl may 
find the interviews on an individual 
basis as the toughest part or another 
may be very nervous making a 
speech in front of a large crowd”.

The speeches were a matter of 
choice for each girl, as long as they 
had something to do with agriculture.

In most ■ cases in Thursday’s 
speeches, the theme was similar. 
Farming is a great life but — it also 
Involves much hard work. Respon
sibility and modern management 
techniques.

For hac.**-- h *’ cldc-iGf

operated a farm before moving to the 
city for about 16 years then returned 
to the farm.

Christine now works as a teller for 
her local branch of National Victoria 
and Grey Trust. But, during the past 
year she has had to arrange time off 
to attend special functions as part of 
the furrow queen mandate, including 
county plowing matches and ban
quets, major farm machinery shows 
at London, Ottawa and Toronto and 
media days for the International 
Plowing Match.

Age range for contestants is 16 
through 24.

Contest trio
Grey County, host for next year's 

International Plowing Match, has 
four entries in this year's Queen of 
the Furrow contest, reflecting the 
special arrangements of four local 
associations in that Georgian Bay 
county. Three of them are seen here 
with Russ McCutcheon, chairman of 
the 1987 match. Left to right: Mary 
Lou McCutcheon. Kimberley Black 
and Marie Krauter. Final selection.of 
the new- provincial queen will be 
made during the awards banquet 
tonight. Hastings County's entry Is 
Lori Hamilton of Sidney Township.



Security low-profile, 
but on watch 24 hours

By CHRIS MALETTE 
Staff Reporter

STIRLING • The Tant City, 
police force is low profile, but it’s 
everywhere.

You won t see them wearing 
uniforms, except for the Ontario 
Provincial Police doing traffic 
patrol duties, but they are on duty 
on site 24-bours a day.

Security at the International 
Plowing Match is provided by 
many groups, but by far the 
busiest is the Stirling Royal Cana
dian Legion . Branch 228 con
tingent

,:By the end of the match, we ll 
have had more than 55 people 
working on security for 1.000 hours 
and it’s all volunteer.” says Stirl
ing Legion sergeant at arms Ross 
Liford

The Legion members patrol the 
grounds by night - on foot and on 
all-terrain vehicles and they are 
all donating their time for the local 
legion branch’s building fund

Liford explained the plowing 
match pays the legion to provide 
security on gates during the day 
and through the site at night. The 
money is all set aside for the 
legion’s building improvement 
fund

From 6’p m until 8 a m. each 
night of the match, the legion 
members patrol the grounds look
ing for “anything that's amiss,” 
said Liford. “That could be 
anything from a broken waterline 
or electrical wire to a downed tent. 
Of course, we re also there to 
make sure the exhibitors' and ven

dors’ sites are secure from anyone 
getting Into them.”

• He said many of the exhibitors 
have hired their own security 
staff, including Labatt's, General 
Motors and the Women’s World.

Kay Summers, of the Women’s 
World committee, said the various 
tents set up I n't h^ Women s World 
area on site have round-the-clock 
policing fronMhe men of the AOTS 
Club of Westminster United 
Church in Sidney Township
“They keep an eye on all our 

tents and patrol the grounds in the 
area.’’ said Summers

The OPP have a security force 
for traffic and a small criminal in
vestigations group on site.
“We have 40 officers here from 

districts eight, nine and 10.” said 
Cpl Wayne Baker, of Belleville s 
District Nine headquarters. 
“There are officers (each) assign
ed here from Perth, Peterborough. 
Belleville and other 
detachments “

All access roads from major 
highways have provincial police 
officers on point duty directing 
traffic Once near the match site, 
motorists are under the direction 
of plowing match parking officials 
and volunteers working with 
various service clubs from the 
county who have donated their 
time.
“It’s a mammoth operation, 

when you think about how many 
people it takes to control parking 
alone.” said Bill Sills, a gate guard 
at one of the entry points to the 
site. z

Legion --------------
on patrol

Members of the Stirling Branch 
228 of the Royal Canadian Legion 
are orovldlng night security at the 
International Plowing Match. 
Here, security staff members. 
Gord Royle. (left). Ross Liford 
and Jan Westfall, are seen prepar

patrolling the grounds, 
members are donating 

so the fees can be
ftut to the local branch’s building 
und Each night, the Legion staff 

make the rounds of the grounds - 
all five miles of roads looking for 
any signs of water line breakage, 
electrical problems at exhibits and 
unauthorized people on the site. 
The Tent City has Its own security 
staff and that’s bolstered by 
several members of the Ontario 
Provincial Police, who have a 
special mobile unit on site.

(Photo • Chris Malette)



There is a wide diversity of far
ming methods on display at the In
ternational Plowing Match at Stirl
ing. Here. Don Lowe. (left), and 
his brother. Russ, both of

Manotlck, Ont., are seen with their 
oxen used to haul a large, antique 
stump and stone puller. Don Lowe 

• says the puller was used by the 
brothers' great-grandfather and 
dates back to lino The puller Is on

Oxen at work
display at the match site and was 
drawn along the parade route 
Tuesdfiy preceding the opening 
ceremonies of the match. The 
Lowe brothers noted thev had to 
‘‘get a sponsor to attend the ■

match. You can't Just show up as a 
farmer with oxen anymore - you 
have to have someone sponsor 
you.”

< Photo - Chris Malette)


