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Jack Evans’ life as a newsman

The newspaper you love to hate
John Alfred Evans was bom in Belleville, 271 William Street to 

be exact, on May 19,1935, the son of Alfred and Ruth Evans. John 
or Jack as he’s become known, spent a leisurely evening with the 
Hastings County Historical Society members who had come to hear 
this raconteur spin yams about his life as a newsman.

But he wasn’t always a newsman.
Jack received his education at local schools and then in 1954 gradu

ated from Belleville Collegiate Institute and Vocational School. He 
soon landed employment as a junior clerk at the Royal Bank, how
ever, two years later he left the banking world to spend time as a 
cost accounting clerk, an office manager for a mill supply house 
and finally after three years of hopping from one job to the next, 
entered the exciting world of the media when he became a copy 
and commercial writer for the local radio station CJBQ. He later 
worked in the news department and several other radio news jobs 
followed. Jack made the move to print media when he worked with 
the Lindsay Daily Post, he did a bit of roaming going next to the 
Stratford Beacon Herald, doing a stint as Picton bureau chief for 
the Kingston Whig Standard, then as assistant editor at the Picton 
Gazette, the Oshawa Times, the Sudbury Star, back to Picton and 
then to the Trentonian. In January of 1980 he became a reporter 
for the Intelligencer and it was from there, after coming full circle,
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that he retired in 1999.
Jack says, “Working as a journalist is working in history.” Although 

some of Jack’s news stories were anything but historic. He told the 
story of the time he placated an impatient editor by filing a story 
about Santa arriving in a helicopter. He played the story to the hilt 
providing glowing word pictures of the chopper’s descent and the 
“Jolly Old E lf’ deplaning. He described in detail the crowds and 
the festive atmosphere became almost tangible as one read the story. 
He filed the story with every confidence that the scenario would 
be played out much as he had described. There was only one prob
lem—the chopper with Santa never showed.
Jack’s life has not been short of brushes with celebrity either. He 

reported on the railway campaign of which John G. Diefenbaker 
was so fond and recalls the time a group of young Liberal support
ers intent on upstaging the Chief were themselves upstaged when 
one of their group was invited to share the stage. The youngster 
selected was no less a person than the group’s student prime min
ister. He also recalls fondly the time he worked on a story about 
Duke Ellington on one of his tours. Jack covered the Canadian Auto 
Workers headquarters and met Bob White. Locally he worked with 
such luminaries as Picton Mayor H.J. McFarland. He spent two 
weeks in Cypms in 1964 covering the upheaval in that part of the 
world.
Finally, though, the water and his hometown beckoned. He spent 

his last years with his hometown newspaper, the newspaper he de
livered as a boy. He says he cherishes those days and nothing can 
compare with the symphony of sound which fills a newspaper build
ing as the paper is being completed before the days of computers 
and whisper quiet printers.
He rounded up his thoughts with the observation that almost eve

ryone hates their hometown newspaper; people complain about the 
spelling mistakes, the lack of their type of news, too much adver
tising and the price. Regarding errors in print, Jack says there is no 
more spectacular way to make a mistake than to make it in print.
Jack rounded out his presentation with a thought that a good news

paper is a paper of record. It’s the one consulted by historians. As 
a matter of fact newspapers emerged from the daily reports of shipping 
news. These were read with intense interest by the families of sail
ors and by the merchants who shipped cargo all over the world. 
Gradually other items of interest crept in and displaced the ship
ping news. Today’s newspapers carry not only news but also ad
vertising, entertainment news and serve as a unique educational tool.

On closing, Jack expressed his pleasure at being able to provide a 
bit of insight into his life and the life of newspaper men and women.
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From the Editor’s bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen

Country Matters
photography by Tom Zsolt 
published by Kearns Vander 
Meersch and Boulton Ltd.

Almost all of us can relate to the 
past, to the way things used to be. 
Many of us long for those days 
with a fondness that takes form 
in different ways, whether it be 
through collections of family 
photos, toys or a long-loved au
tomobile that’s been in the fam
ily for several generations.

Tom Zsolt’s photographs 
evoke that feeling of nostalgia. 
His black and white pictures in 
Country Matters bring to the 
viewer a sense of time that is no 
more, a gentler time, a time 
when family came first, family 
and the land. Black and white 
pictures are special; colour can 
not bring across the brooding 
nature of storm clouds, the 
patina of aged wood or the sim
ple linear beauty of a structure
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like The Temple of Peace at 
Sharon.
For all its nostalgic influences, 

however, the book is filled with 
scenes of sad neglect, desolation 
and a weary resignation which 
is palpable in many shots. The 
view of an almost perfect On
tario Gothic church in Rich
mond Hill is marred by en
croaching concrete, steel and 
asphalt and a 1990s subdivision; 
the picture of the Old Log Cabin 
at Hockley is somewhat less 
pleasing because of the plastic 
toy tricycle set in front of it. 
Rather than impressing upon us 
the seemingly enduring strength 
of a cabin built from logs, it 
gives us an ephemeral feeling; 
how many generations have 
come and gone between the 
cabin’s construction and the 
advent of the plastic three- 
wheeler? (And yet the reverse 
could also be true; compare the 
timelessness of the log cabin 
with the short life of a plastic 
toy.) Similarly, children posed 
in timeless locations seem mis
placed in their Reeboks and 
Oshkosh clothes; baseball caps

with their advertising slogans 
seem somehow out of place.

And yet the photographer has 
caught most scenes with the pas
sion of the forebears to whom he’s 
compared in the preface: Notman, 
Harmon and Greenhill. An image 
that made a strong impression on 
me was the scene showing cows 
in a stream at Balaclava. Almost 
“Constablesque,” it depicts an 
ancient mill, a rock-strewn 
streambed and almost a dozen 
cows in a pastoral setting. Noth
ing in the scene suggests the 20th 
century.
From a trio of delightful children 

on its front cover to the chicken 
perched on an ax handle on the 
back cover, Tom Zsolt’s work is 
a vivid and yet poignant record 
of a lifestyle that is all too quickly 
being supplanted by plastic and 
aluminum. Zsolt has taken pic
tures of what in a few years may 
be no more than memories—but 
these will be the scenes of their 
fondest memories. And the cycles 
will continue.

Tom Zsolt is presently photo
graphing restoration work being 
done in Trenton on the Halifax.
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Our own PM - Sir Mackenzie 
Bowel] was recognized on Sep
tember 17 when a plaque was 
unveiled at the entrance to the 
Belleville Cemetery, as part of 
Parks Canada’s “National Pro
gram for the Grave Sites of Ca
nadian Prime M inisters.” The 
Honourable Lyle Vanclief rep
resented the federal govern
m ent and paid tribu te to 
Bowell’s contributions. Almost 
150 people attended, including

several of Bowell’s descend
ants, among them  his great- 
great-grandson Blake Holton, 
who brought greetings from the 
fam ily. The choir of Bridge 
Street United Church added an 
appropriate choral note to the 
occasion. Congratulations to 
Parks Canada, the Belleville 
Cemetery Board and the par
ticipants for remembering Mac
kenzie Bowell.
Oh dear! - Do you believe 
every word on every historic 
plaque? I hope not. Even the 
new plaque to M ackenzie 
Bowell appears to have an er
ror. It notes that he was

Belleville’s first representa
tive in the House o f Com 
mons. If  you know why this 
is wrong, w rite me at 173 
Bridge Street East, Belleville, 
Ontario, K8N 1N3, or leave 
a message at (613) 968-5023. 
Indicate the nature of the er
ror and your name and ad
dress. One nam e w ill be 
drawn at our meeting on Oc
tober 19. The prize is a 
“toonie.”

Funding - “Money M atters” 
was the topic of a successful 
workshop presented by the 
O ntario H istorical Society 
(OHS) on September 29 for 
representatives o f heritage 
groups in H astings, Prince 
Edw ard and Lennox and 
A ddington C ounties. The 
workshop was held in Tweed, 
thanks to the co-operation of 
the OHS, the Tweed Heritage 
C entre and M useum , St. 
A ndrew ’s P resby terian  
C hurch and Evan M orton. 
Speakers from the OHS, the 
Ministry of Citizenship, Cul
ture and Recreation and the

Ontario Trillium Foundation 
described sources of govern
ment and private funding and 
participants exchanged ideas 
on fund raising. It was a su
per event and Evan Morton is 
to be congratulated for his ef
forts in arranging for the 
w orkshop and for sharing 
ideas on why the Tweed Her
itage Centre and Museum has 
been so successful.
Sharing - Trent Port Histori
cal Society members are smil
ing. To mark the 50th anniver
sary of the company’s found
ing, W hitley Insurance has 
presented $4,000 to the soci
ety. The generous gift will al
low the restoration of the two

staircases in the old Town 
Hall. M eanwhile office and 
washrooms have been com
pleted downstairs.
Whew! - Fort Kente has been 
granted a reprieve. Trenval 
Business and Development 
Corporation paid $1,000 as a 
down payment to the owner of 
the Carrying Place property on 
which the blockhouse sits. Ef
forts continue to raise $40,000 
to complete the purchase. 
Land Records- The 7th 
Town Historical Society has 
taken possession o f the 
records from  the H astings 
Land Office that were avail

able for transfer. Covering the 
years from 1868 to 1955, the 
records are at the M arilyn 
Adams Genealogical Research 
Centre at Ameliasburg and are 
available for reference from 12 
noon to 4 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
by appointm ent. There is no 
charge to members of the Hast
ings County Historical Society. 
Thanks to Ian Reilly for this in
formation and to Lois Foster 
and the others who are work
ing with this collection. 
Burning effect- The N orth 
Hastings Heritage M useum in 
Bancroft had an unexpected in
crease in visitors this summer. 
It resulted from the interruption 
of traffic through Algonquin 
Park after a bridge on the only 
road through the park was de
stroyed in an accident. Thanks 
for this update go to W ilm a 
Walker of Bancroft.
Box social - M ike B urns 
Bancroft in The Bancroft Times 
(September 23) featured an ex
cellent article on Dances. It 
highlighted social events of the 
early years, including Box So
cials. One ad read: “Concert 
and Box Social —  Monk Road 
School —  Sat., Dec. 16, 1933 
— Drills, Dialogues, Choruses, 
Hum orous Play en titled  
‘Aunty.’ Admission 25c.” 
Auction fever - Pigden M otor 
Sales in M adoc drew  a full 
house for the auction sale in late 
Septem ber when the b u s i
ness— “an autom otive retail 
and service fixture for more 
than 70 years”— sold off eve
rything from  leaf springs to 
garage hoists. Thanks to Chris 
M alette for his sym pathetic 
coverage in The Intelligencer." 
The article brought back pleas
ant m em ories o f “U n c le” 
Charlie Pigden, the founder of 
the business.
High praise - Communities in 
Bloom visited Belleville in Au
gust. Although the city did not 
win a national award— largely 
because of the lack of an Ur
ban Forestry  D evelopm ent 
policy—it won praise for its en
vironmental efforts (including 
recycling and waste reduction) 
and heritage efforts. The judges 
visited Glanmore, the Farmer’s 
Market and a large number of 
“w ell-m ain tained  h eritage 
homes.”

Mackenzie Bowell before and after his term as Prime Minister. (I) Member of Parliament 
for North Hastings, February 1875 (r) Senator, May 1896. Can you see the effects of being 
a prime minister? National Archives of Canada (PA 33341 and PA 25851)



National Historic Site
257 Bridge Street East, 

Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 
(613) 962-2329

Books, books, books!
The Friends of Glanmore National 
Historic Site will hold its annual fund
raising book sale at the Quinte Mall 
Friday, November 5, and Saturday, 
November 6. The Friends’ recently 
published cookbook, Tempting 
Treasures, will also be available.

Donations from the community
The museum has received a number of important donations

this year.
One collection received is associated with the William Bleecker 
family. It consists of photographs, documents clothing, tinware 

and an unusual and elegant four-piece silver-plate Butter 
service, suitable for display in the restored dining room of

Glanmore.
And a kind and generous resident of Belleville has given the 
museum some of the toys he played with as a boy growing up 
here in the 1920s. We received his “Slide King” sled, which he 
used to slide down “Vinegar Hill,” his blade skates and a toy 
air rifle. The selection of indoor toys includes “Touring” the 

famous Automobile Card Game, a xylophone, a set of 
Grenadier Guards, an “American Flyer” train set and a 

mechanical airplane—all in their original boxes.

Mary Jane’s the 
new co-ordinator

Mary Jane Throop, our 
weekend receptionist has 

accepted a three-month 
contract position with the 

National Historic Sites 
Alliance for Ontario. Based 

out of Glanmore, she will 
act as a conference co

ordinator and assist with 
the administration of the 
Alliance. Mary Jane will 

continue as weekend 
receptionist while she 

undertakes these 
additional responsibilities.

The mission statement for 
this new organization, of 

which Glanmore is a 
founding member, is: The 

National Historic Sites 
Alliance for Ontario will 

promote the 
commemorative integrity 

and value of national 
historic sites through co
operative actions by site 

owners, managers and 
stakeholders. Anyone 

wishing further 
information may call Rona 

Rustige at 962-2329.

Glanmore still 
has Bats!
The excellent travelling exhibit from the 
Royal Ontario Museum will re
main until October31. Regu
lar admission prices apply 
and school groups are wel
come.
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