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Plans for Stirling’s historic station outlined
A map in Belden’s Hastings and Prince accommodation for station master and 

Edward Atlas of 1878 shows a street his family is thought to be one of only 
parallel with Church Street running west three such structures the Grand Junction/ 
from North Street and through what is Grand Trunk erected during the early 
now the Stirling Primary School grounds days of Canadian rail history; many Ca- 
and ending roughly even with the pres- nadian Pacific stations of similar design 
ent station property. It is thought that the do exist, however, 
street, which was to have been named The line that ran through Stirling was 
Rear Street, would have led to the sta- known as the Grand Junction Railway 
tion. The name still appears on official until 1881 when it was taken over by the

Stirling-Rawdon Historical Society President Lewis Zandbergen presented plans for 
the moving and restoration of the 1879 Stirling Grand Trunk/CN station at the Tuesday, 
March 16, regular meeting of the Hastings County Historical Society.
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by Lewis Zandbergen
By the early 1860s the impact of the 

mechanical age was being felt even in 
small Ontario towns like Stirling, al
though railways had been a fact of life 
since the 1840s between commercial 
centres along the Lake Ontario-St. Law
rence River route.

A railway line from Peterborough and 
then to Toronto was proposed near the 
end of the 1840s, but it was to be almost 
three decades before serious work was 
begun. By 1873 advertisements in local 
papers were asking for railway ties and 
the roadbed was being laid.

Documents show the land for the Stir
ling station was purchased from Benja
min C. Bush and wife in July of 1873. 
It is believed work on the first station 
building was begun shortly thereafter 
but evidence supporting this theory is 
scant.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 
2004

Guest Speaker
Alan Kirby

Topic
Early Ontario 

folk music
Refreshments

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Monthly meetings are 

held in the Auditorium of the 
Quinte Living Centre 

370 Front Street, Belleville

maps of Stirling.
The first station, of which no records 

exist other than in the report of its de
mise, burned to ground on July 22, 1879. 
The fire was attributed to a spark from 
a passing locomotive; the building was 
quickly reduced to ashes. The reporting 
of this unfortunate accident indicates 
the present building was constructed in 
1879.
The existing station with its two-storey

Midland Railway. On January 1, 1884 
both railways were combined with the 
Grand Trunk Railway.

At the turn of the century this building 
would have been a hive of activity every 
day. Trains would come and go, dis
charge passengers and freight, reload and 
then resume the journey to other whistle- 
stops or villages or head for Belleville or 
Peterborough.

Continued on page 2.



Station will preserve local history
Continued from page 1.

The station master would meet each 
train and there would be a commotion 
as passengers disembarked. To the north 
of the tracks cattle would be herded into 
box cars. Gigs, carriages, omnibuses and 
hotel hacks would vie with farm wagons 
for space.

We do not know who the first station 
master was; many of the station mas
ters did not even live at the station but 
boarded in town. Stationmaster Earle 
Ormiston started work in 1928. That’s 
the year Earle and his young family, a 
wife, a son and a daughter, moved to 
Stirling, Ontario. The family first lived 
on the second floor of the Stirling CNR 
Station but after a couple of years moved 
to a rented house at 153 Front Street 
West in Stirling, two houses east of the 
junction with Allan Street. A few years 
later they moved again, to a rented stuc
co dwelling at 77 Front Street East, Stir
ling. Mrs. Earle Ormiston passed away 
at this residence on August 31, 1941. 
After retirement in 1948, Earle Ormiston

moved to Toronto where he took up part 
time employment for a few years. Earle 
passed away in Toronto on February 13, 
1967. Earle and his wife are buried in 
the Stirling Cemetery.

The last station master was David 
Nunn; he and his family lived in the sta
tion until well into the 1960s.

On the lower level the present station 
consists of the waiting room, a ticket 
office in which the station master would 
sell tickets, dispatch freight and watch 
for trains as they came into the station 
yards, a kitchen and the freight shed 
with its weigh scales. Upstairs there are 
bedrooms and a large parlour room.

The last passenger train to go through 
Stirling passed the station on January 31, 
1962. It was the end of an era although 
freight trains would continue to stop in 
Stirling for another few years. Now that 
the rail lines are gone, a tangible link to 
the past is nothing more than a memory.

The Stirling-Rawdon Historical So
ciety is continuing its research into the 
past of the station.

The future of the station looks good. 
Currently a concerted effort is under way 
to raise the funds to move the building to 
a more secure location to the east where 
it will face North Street. Ambitious plans 
call for a basement with washrooms, a 
meeting area and storage for archival 
material. The station building itself will 
sit on a new foundation and then serious 
restoration can begin. The Stirling-Raw
don Historical Society is grateful to the 
Stirling Rotary Club for its generous as
sistance in this endeavour.

O’Hara Mill 
Management Board
Quinte Conservation Authority is look

ing for volunteer members for the board 
of management of O’Hara Mill. Knowl
edge of the history of the area and of 
antiques related to the museum would 
be an asset. Deadline for applications 
is April 16. For details contact Terry 
Murphy, general manager, Quinte Con
servation Authority, 968-3434.

Membership form
Please complete this form, or a photocopy of the form if you wish to save your 

newsletter, and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting (third 
Tuesday of each month except June July, August and December), or send it by mail to the

Hastings County Historical Society, 154 Cannifton Road North,
General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK 1K0

Name

Address

City Postal Code

Membership Categories 
Individual $ 20

I also enclose a donation of $ 
toward the work of the Society

Family $ 25 The Hastings County Historical Society
Senior/Student $ 15 is a registered charity.
Senior Family $ 20 Official receipts for Income Tax purposes
Life Member $150 will be forwarded to you with your mem-
Corporate Sponsor $ 50 bership card
Organization $ 20



Preserving our heritage is like saving people
by Vera Morton

Five years ago a front page item in 
The Intelligencer stated that the local 
Historical Society was in the process 
of termination. The board could not 
continue unless it had an infusion of 
new members. As a result of that news 
item, Peter Wheatley, Hazel Lloyst, 
Carson Cross and myself volunteered 
as board members. We had never even 
been members before.

Carson took over as chair and dur
ing his two years he orchestrated the 
move into the old Thurlow Township 
Hall in Cannifton. At last the Society 
had a space of its own from which to 
operate. Carson is a fireman and he has 
continued his heritage activities with 
preserving old fire department equip
ment and recording the history of the 
department.

Peter Wheatley, an accountant, became 
the treasurer and provided his expertise

and guidance until a year ago. Hazel 
Lloyst (Shaw) served as president for 
two years and the Society continued to 
thrive under her leadership. Of course 
all the faithful long-term members were 
there providing back-up assistance: 
Elizabeth Mitchell, Gerry Boyce and 
Lewis Zandbergen and many others.

I’ve been there too, offering a little 
help here and there. It has been a re
warding experience working with these 
knowledgeable and dedicated people.

I am not a historian or an archivist 
but I had been involved with the 100- 
year celebration of Belleville General 
Hospital.

A few years later I was also involved 
in the 100-year anniversary of the 
School of Nursing as I was president of 
the alumni association. Both involved 
publishing a book and I became aware 
of how important it is to have an as
sociation preserving and recording our

heritage.
I’m a nurse and the responsibility of 

saving a patient is a little the same as 
saving a building or saving memories, 
artifacts and information. I have wit
nessed in Belleville the disappearance 
of so many of our historic buildings — 
and soon another is to go.

There is something very wrong when 
we pack up and garbage buildings that 
could and should be saved. It’s an insult 
to our environment and our history. 
Greed and convenience never justifies 
the act. My frugal background, growing 
up during the Depression, dictates that 
we do not waste resources.

Heritage activity has not been a high 
priority in Belleville and we are fortu
nate to have had the loyal members of 
this association and the work they have 
accomplished.

New members are welcome. Get in
volved. You’ll be glad you did.

Still room on 
the tour bus
There are still seats available on 
the Society’s bus tour o f Prince 
Edward County on May 29. This 
all-day trip includes historical 
commentary by author Bill Hunt 
and lunch at the Carmela Estates 
Winery (formerly Peddlesden 
Wines). A ll this is yours for 
only $50. Vera Morton will have 
tickets at the April 20 meeting o f  
the Historical Society. After that, 
tickets will be advertised in the 
local paper. Call Vera Morton at 
966-4859 to reserve your space.

Education Week at the archives
The Hastings Heritage Centre operated 

by the Hastings County Historical Soci
ety in the former Thurlow Town Hall at 
154 Cannifton Road North (in downtown 
Cannifton) celebrates with “Treasures 
from the Archives.”

To observe Education Week and to cel
ebrate local heritage, the Hastings County 
Historical Society is holding an open 
house at the Hastings Heritage Centre.

The open house will be held on Mon
day, May 3, from 1:30 to 4:00 p.m.

Visitors will be treated to displays of 
some of the Heritage Centre’s archival 
treasures. These include early news
papers (from 1833), the first council 
minute book for the Town of Belleville 
(1836), petitions for compensation 
from participants in the 1837 Rebel
lion, the Hastings County assessment 
book for 1871, and early plans, maps,

and photographs from the Mika Collec
tion and other sources.

Also on display will be displays relat
ing to William Hutton, Sir Mackenzie 
Bowell, the Bay Bridge to Prince Edward 
County, the early history of the historical 
society, and other topics.

Light refreshments will be provided.
For further information call 968-5023.

R e s e r v e  y o u r  s p a c e  o n  th e  n e x t  
H a s tin g s  C o u n t y  H is to r ic a l S o c ie t y  
b u s  tr ip — H is to r ic  S i g h t s  o f  P r in c e  

E d w a r d  C o u n t y  o n  S a tu r d a y , M a y  29. 
O u r  to u r  g u i d e  w ill  b e  h is to r ia n  a n d  
w r ite r  C .W . R ill  H u n t. F o r  tic k e ts  a n d  
m o r e  in fo r m a tio n  c a ll  V era M o r to n  a t  

966-4859.



Special Travelling Exhibit
Count Your Pennies: Shopping in Canada in the 

First Half of the 20th Century
Don’t miss out, this special travelling exhibit is on display at 
Glanmore National Historic Site only until April 30! Take a 
trip to the store in the early 20th century in this special travel
ling exhibit visiting from the Currency Museum of the Bank 
of Canada. Explore three different store displays representing 
the evolution from the general store of the early 1900s to the 
grocery store of the 1930s and the supermarket of the 1950s. 
What would you have bought? How much would it cost? What 
would your money have looked like? Be sure to see examples 
of store tokens, cheques, and money from each time period, 
including the controversial 1954 dollar bill in which people 
thought they could see the shape of a devil in the portrait of 
Queen Elizabeth 
II. Visit Glan
more National 
Historic Site, 257 
Bridge Street 
East, Belleville, 
to find out this 
and more! Call 
(613) 962-2329 
for more infor
mation.

*** T
t ry ;  3

Queen Elizabeth II portrait on bills of 1954 
before (I) and after (r) the “Devil’s face” (ar
row) was removed.

LANMORENational Historic Site
257 Bridge Street East, 

Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 
(613) 962-2329

International Museums Day 
Open House

Discover Curiosities from the Museum 
Collection Support Belleville’s community museum 

by visiting Glanmore during May is Museum 
Month. Glanmore will be 

celebrating International Museums Day, 
Tuesday, May 18, 2004 with an open house from 1 

p.m. until 4:30 p.m. Explore the 
museum’s exhibits to discover unique and unusual 

curiosities and oddities from 
Glanmore’s collections. Light refreshments will be 

provided. Contact Glanmore for more 
information (613) 962-2329.

Did you know...
May is Museum Month!

Museums contribute to the economic and social vitality of 
our cities. Ontario’s heritage sector (museums and public 
art galleries) contribute $480-million to the province’s 
Gross Domestic Product. There are 18 million annual 
visits to museums or heritage sites in Ontario each year. 
More than 100,000 school groups visit Ontario museums 
each year. There are 13,500 volunteers at work in Ontario 
Museums. More than 14,000 jobs are generated by the 
museum sector.

Victorian Gardening Workshop
Note: Last month the computer gremlins sneaked in at the last 

minute and totally messed up this article in the March issue. The fo l
lowing is how the article should have appeared. The gremlins have 
been exorcised and my apologies go to the fine folks at Glanmore. 
The Ontario Historical Society and the Friends of Glanmore 
National Historic Site of Canada will be sponsoring a Victorian Gar
dening Workshop on Saturday, April 17,2004 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Belleville Recreation Centre, 116 Pinnacle Street, Belleville. 
Workshop topics include: An Exploration of Ontario Gardening 
- Seedsmen, Nurserymen and Nurseries in southern Ontario in the 
Victorian Era; Herbal Show and Smell; Go Forth and Garden! You 
too can have unity, harmony and variety in your garden 
Speakers include Wendy Woodworth, Heritage Horticulturalist, City 
of Toronto Museums; Michael Rutland, Rivendell Herb Farm and 
County Cuisine; Dennis Pollock, Head Gardener, Black Creek Pio
neer Village. Registration fee is $30 and includes a kit of resource 
materials, coffee breaks and lunch. Space is limited. You must pre
register by Tuesday, April 14. For more information please call 
June (613) 962-1777 or Glanmore National Historic Site at (613) 
962-2329.

(Information provided by the Ontario Museum Association.)

Hastings County H istorical Society is based a t the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to  General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K 0K 1K0 
Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 

October and November for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbeigen.
Anyone w ishing to subm it articles a  information may contact the editor at 

613-395-3022, a  E-mail lewzan @ reach.net 
Thank you to The Community Ptesstor its assistance.

PLEASE NOTE!
The Deadline for the May 2004 issue is April 20,2004
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