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1, BICENTENNIAL YEAR is rapidly drawing to a close, but we hope
that the enthusiasm and excitement it has created will continue.
Attendance at our meetings is averaging close to 100 and we look
forward to another excellent.turnout at our NOVEMBER 20th
meeting when CHARLES J. HUMBER will present an ILLUSTRATED TALK
on "THE 1984 BICENTENNIAL: A- REFLECTION". The guest speaker will
reflect on the importance of 1784, the response of Ontario's
municipalities to the call for celebration in 1984, and the
role of the United Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada in
the celebrations, with emphasis on the publication of LOYAL
SHE REMAINS, the 696-page pictorial history of Ontario.
Charles Humber is an an excellent position to comment on these
matters, as co-editor of LOYAL SHE REMAINS, Immediate Past
President of the U.E.L. Association of Canada, and an educator
who has studied the history of our province. He is well known
for impersonating John Graves Simcoe and some of our readers
may have seen his role as Simcoe in the 1983 C.B.C. production
called "The Loyalists". Last month Charles was a guest of
MILT JOHNSTON on the C.J.B.Q. morning "hot-line" show.
We invite you and your family and friends to hear Charles Humber
on TUESDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 20, in the Auditorium of the
QUINTE LIVING CENTRE, 370 Front Street, Belleville. There will
be coffee, displays, and a social half-hour at 7:30 P.M. and
the meeting begins at 8:00 P.M. Plan to attend and join in
the fun.

Two years ago. Charles was a visitor to the Quinte Living Centre
when he spoke to the local Loyalist association and met with
several of the members of the B.C.I.V.S. Local History class.
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2. Charles Humber has many claims to fame. These include the
initiation and co-coordination of the June 10 PUN RUN that
saw several members of our Society run, walk, or otherwise
participate in the "run" between Trenton and Picton. The
same run saw several members of the Trent Port Historical
Society win a trip to Quebec City to participate in the
celebrations surrounding the founding of that community.
Charles suggests that posters of the June 10th Pun Run (siiowfng
all the participants) should be available this month.
3. Our GOOD CITIZEN AWARD for November goes to the UNITED EMPIRE
LOYALIST ASSOCIATION OF CANADA for LOYAL SHE REMAINS, which
book highlights much of the early history of the Quinte area.
One of the features of this book
is the strong emphasis on the
traditions of the MOHAWKS OF THE
BAY OP QUINTE. When ELIZABETH II
visited Amherstview in September,
she met this gentleman and was
presented with this picture of a
local landmark. Can YOU name
either the artist or the church?
If you can answer either part of
the question, write your answer
out and submit it to the draw to
be held at the November 20th
meeting.
4. Watch for a preview of our new
LOYALIST YEARS KIT at the next
general meeting (November 20th).
One or two costumes and some
other sample materials will be on
hand. W e ’re looking for one or
two people to help work out the
final details for this special,
educational kit. Can YOU help?
5. Our last meeting was super-successful, to coin a phrase. Some
99 or more members and friends of the Society were on hand to
celebrate the SESQUICENTENNIAL of the INTELLIGENCER. HARRY
MULHALL, the paper’s city editor,
outlined the history of the Intell.
starting with George Benjamin and
the youthful Mackenzie Bowell, and
continuing up to the present time.
PENNY GORDON highlighted news from
the earliest surviving Intell, from
October 1834. It was MINUS 150.
Our thanks to Harry and Penny for
their assistance, and to RUTH McMILLAN
for designing the attractive cake.
6.

Pictured at left
administrator of the Quinte Living
Centre, who accepted the Society’s
donation of a cheque to cover half the
cost of a video cassette recorder,
in appreciation for the Centre's support of the Society over the
past two years. The recorder will be used in educational work.

-
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Birthday party
Intelligencer employees marked the
Hastings County Historical Society’s
salute to the paper's 150 anniversary
with a cake cutting Tuesday. Those on.
hand were asked to assist with the cut*

r-izig after city editor Harry Mulhall,
centre, reviewed the paper’ s history
and staff reporter Penny Gordon, right,
discussed The Intelligencer of October

n , 1884. Also on band for the occasion
were Barb Shepherd, left, Helen B alyx,,
and Rita Blalnd.
(Staff Photo)

7. Your Society had a role in the recent graduation exercises
at three secondary schools.
The Hastings County Historical Society Award
At B.C.I.V.S. we presented
For outstanding achievement in the Local Studies Course.
books and 1985 memberships
Awarded to: Joan De Salis, Sharon Branscombe
to two students of the
Presented by: M r. G. Boyce
local Studies course and
provided some of the class
Native Studies Award
For outstanding achievement in the Native Studies Program
materials used in the new
Awarded
to: Lenna Phillips
Native Studies course.
Presented by: M r. G. Boyce
At Moira Secondary School
we had also provided some
of the resources used in
Native Studies Award
studying the history of
Fo r o u ts ta n d in g a c h ie v e m e n t in th e N a tiv e S tudies C ourse.
the Tyendinaga Reserve.
A w a rd e d to: Lisa M a ra c le and K e v in M a ra c le
P resen ted by: M r . D . M a ra c le
And at Centre Hastings
Secondary School in Madoc
MONIQUE ALLORE received
our award for excellence in the Art Contest we held last
spring for students in all local secondary schools.

-
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8. Prom the Hastings Countv
Museum comes news of
interest. The lecture
series runs November 7th,
14th, and 21st. Tickets
for individual sessions
are available. Call the
museum at 962-2329.
The R.O.M. Display
’'Heirlooms” continues for
a few days more.
December 1st will be the
Victorian Decorations
Workshop.
December 3 “ 6 will be
Christmas Activity Week,
with programs each evening
from ,7 to 9.
December 16 sees "Yuletide
at Home", a family event,
from 2 to 4 P.M.

-

T H E FAMILY CIRCUS,

By Bil K eane !

please^
touch
museum

"G o ahead and touch it, PJ...it's all right,
honey...',You can pick it up, Jeffv...you're
allowed! G o on, touch som ething...."

9. Hats off to QUINTE REGION
BRANCH of The ARCHITECTURAL
CONSERVANCY OF ONTARIO for
hosting the Annual General
Meeting of the Conservancy on October 27 and 28. Delegates
from across the province and guests from the United States
were impressed with the way in which the sessions were
organized. Highlights of the weekend included reports from
across the province on "The Heritage of Hamlets", a tour to
Newburgh,[the
subject of a recent
the village o f Newburgh, On
book by the A.C.O.],
tario through its buildings. T h e
book provides a detailed analysis
tours of Prince
o f the village’s buildings and
Edward County and
makes a case for their preserva
Hastings County
tion through ruin stabilization,
[guided by TOM
tree planting, and plans for
CRUICKSHANK and
future development. A glossary
RODGER GREIG], some
of architectural terms and a
excellent papers,
bibliography are inclu ded.
a visit to the
(1983) 200 pp., profusely il
MeIntosh-Ridley
lustrated. T h e regular hardcover
House on South Front
edition is available for $26
postpaid; copies o f the deluxe
Street to see what
limited edition, which include a
is being saved from
reproduction o f a sketch of
this historic 1817
Newburgh, are available for
building, and a
$100. Order from the Architec
visit to Glanmore.
tural Conservancy o f Ontario,
R ogu es! H o llo w by Peter John
All in all, a SUPER
191 College St., Toronto, Ont.
Stokes, T o m Cruickshank, and
weekend, thanks to
M
5
T
1P9.
Robert Heaslip is the story o f
ROY TURNER and his
hardworking helpers.

-
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10. We regret to note the recent death of MRS. PRANCES BENNETT.
A devoted member of this Society, she served on the executive
for most of the 1960's, being elected to the executive for the
first time in May of 1961, just prior to the opening of the
original Hastings County Museum on Church Street. Prances
served as secretary for more than seven years and worked long
and hard on Society and museum matters._______________________
11. Several historic buildings have come on the market recently.
A.E. LePAGE lists the first two, while J.E. McKINNEY has
the third. These buildings are among our most historic.
They deserve sympathetic treatment.

om ci s p a c e

fo r lea se

W « h«v« various opportunities in thta
prw rfgsoua boddlrvg. Am ple porting. C A L L
Frenk Geerfcene for details

FVT FOR A QUEEN

, *S

12. One of the encouraging results
w i one of Bpll«vill«'» original homes'
of the recent A.C.O. Conference
bust for the daughters of one of our
at Belleville was the printing
?°noora'
,Th**Th?™ b
of a "Bus Tour of Prince Edward
County" by the Quinte Region
locricn Letsmat*amove.
A.C.O. Branch, with the help of
the Prince Edward County Museum. This illustrated pamphlet is
a model for what might be done for the Belleville-TrentonHastings County area. Hats off also to The Township of
Ameliasburgh for including in its recent handout a "Scenic
Tour of Ameliasburgh Township", complete with notes on points
of interest and pictures of plaques, octagonal houses, etc.
13. Speaking of Ameliasburgh, JOHN WANNAMAKER, the secretary of
the SEVENTH TOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, sen® in the following
notes;
"Mrs. Nellie Montgomery was the guest speaker for the
Seventh Town Historical Society on October 23, giving an account
of the history of Ameliasburgh Pair and the Ameliasburgh
Township school fair." The first school fair was held in 1912.
It soon expanded to where the students could have their own
gardens or plots for c o m or potatoes and could exhibit poultry,
calves, vegetables, and school work. By 1916, all the townships
in Prince Edward County had school fairs. The era for the
Ameliasburgh Township school fair was from 1912 to 1939*
"The Ameliasburgh Agricultural Society was formed in 1855.
It is believed the fair was held in the village, making use of
the warehouses and industrial buildings of that time . • •
"Mrs. Montgomery brought a number of snapshot photos taken
at the fair. • . The fair, came to an end in 1941, but in 1982
it was reinstituted and is now a thriving exhibition again."

-
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14. The next meeting of the Seventh Town Historical Society
will be held on the evening of November 27th in the Township
Hall at Ameliasburgh. It begins at 6:30 with a pot luck
supper [bring your own utensils and two dishes]. Later,
there will be a slide show by local photographer BRUCE GRAHAM.
Everyone is welcome.
15. ADVANCE NOTICE . . . CHRISTMAS is coming . . . Consider
giving a loved one, a business associate, a former resident
of Hastings County, or yourself a special Christmas gift . . .
membership in the Hastings County Historical Society. Help
us reach our membership goal for 1985 of 400 members. If
it#s a Christmas gift, we'll provide a special card for you
to give, early in December.
16. The Tyendinaga Mohawks recently hosted the ONKWEHONWE
HISTORICAL EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM to explore Native arts,
education, culture, and history. Among the participants
(who came from across Ontario) were LES CLAUS, who spoke on
art; J.ALLAN SMITH, who described the early years of Camps
Mohawk and Rathbun during the First World War; and this
writer, who dealt with the Mohawks' Loyalist traditions.
ELLA CLAUS was another of our members to participate at
the conference, sharing recollections on the history of
education among the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte.
17. The proud Mohawks continue to stress their tie with the
Crown. On October 14, Lt. Gov. John Aird presented the
parishioners of the Royal Chapel with a silver chalice.
The inscription reads: "The gift of Her Majesty The Queent
to her Mohawk Chapel, Christ Church, Bay of Quinte, 1984."
The Picton Gazette of October 24 was one of several papers
to feature the presentation;

Consecrate chalice
At the consecration of the Royal Chapel's new chalice (from left) are: M ichael Read, his
father Rt. Rev. Allan Read, person behind staff unidentified, Clifford John, Tracy Brant and
Rev. Ken Blaber.

-
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16. The KETCHESON FAMILY HISTORICAL COMMITTEE is offering
copies of the last edition of the Ketcheson Family Historical
Book for the special price of only $7.50, until the end of
Bicentennial Year. The committee is also seeking donations
to eliminate the deficit incurred in printing. Once these
remaining books have been cleared and the debt cleared, the
committee plane a supplement to update the genealogy. Orders
and donations can be 9ent to the Ketcheson Family Historical
Committee, Box 1203, Belleville, Ontario, K8N 5E9.
19. About two years ago the ONTARIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY began a
25th anniversary project to index the 1871 census of Ontario
by Heads of Families and stray names. The project is
progressing well, but more help is needed to ensure completion.
For example, the Quinte Branch would appreciate help with the
1871 Census for Hastings County. If you can help, consider
lending the Quinte Branch a hand. These census returns are
invaluable aids for genealogists.
20. GOLDIE AND BLANCHE PHILLIPS of Gilmour Post Office. Ontario,
KOL 1W0, are researching the Phillips family and are seeking
help with respect tos
(1) Asahel Phillips, of Thurlow, son of Elisha Phillips,
O.E.
(2) Elisha Phillips, U.E., father of Asahel
(3) Elisha Fnillips, son of Asahel; Elisha lived on lot
27 on Con. 6 near Plainfield
(4 ) Daniel Phillips, near Ivanhoe
Can you help? If so, drop them a note.
21.

PASS THE POPCORN!
Douglas Knutson, a Queen's University
graduate, has producec a film about a
young fam ily of United Empire Loyalists.
"The First Year" tells of the VanDusen's
arrival in Adolphustown, Canada, in 1784.
Their experiences are described through
the
eyes
of
10-year-old, Catherine
VanDusen, the eldest daughter.
This 25-minute, 16mm color docu-drama
was shot in the Kingston and B elleville
area.
It is not only entertaining, but
educational, too.
If
you'd like
more information on
purchasing or renting "The First Year",
please contact:
Douglas Knutson, 241
Victoria A ve., Belleville, Ontario, K8N
2C4, or telephone (613) 962-3697.

23.

Plaque unveiled
H og Ie P i o n e e r
Cemstary plaque
unvoted la*t
aa descendants and
friend* gathered tor the
event
Th* ,L
tery. located on AUdns
Road, haa been ■ long
term project of Sidney

nifies the culmination o f
a "community project",
a bicentennial activity
Of the Institute.
*
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Th e pl aque v a n
u n v e i l e d b y Hugh
O 'N e f. M P P for Quinte.
and R ev Robert Row
lands of Westminster
United Church gave the

South W o m e n '. Institute

dedication.

with financial asalst ence f r o m Si dney
Towuthlp and a Wlntarto grant
The unveiling sig

Altar the ceremony,
everyone went to the
home of Mr. kid Mrs.
Gordon Wliman for a
social time

22. Thanks this month to MRS. EMMA THOMPSON for information on
the village of Moira and WILBUR PURCEL1 for suggestions on
grant sources of value to your executive.

-
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touch of humour adds to a family history;

25. And finally, these two items
relating to the Bay of Qulnte
area and historians. One's
from the September 27th Royal
Visit to Amherstview. The
other's from the Daily Intell
of February 7, 1868.
Do you know which is which?

H U tory

o f the Uettlemeni

(iie B a y
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"Wo s ro g la d to understand th a t th is
work, which’ our felloi^ townsm an Dr.
Canniff lias been engaged in preparing
for a few yearn past, an he could find spark
time, !• alm ost ready for th e press. ( As St
will embr*** an account o f tbfe causes
which led t J i b e settlem ent of U pper Can
ada, as well as the events connected w ith th e
early y e a h of th e Province, besides a more
particular notice o f tbe Bay region, 'every
family should be possessed o f a copy, so
th at each yojjth may loarn the story o f bis
country's birth, how the pioneers—th e
noble U JE . L oyalists—struggled , suffered
and finally succeeded.

Hope to see you on November 20th when CHARLES HUMBER
will reflect on the 1984 Bicentennial
The November Newsletter
from the people at the
HASTINGS COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.0. Box 1418
Belleville, Ontario

o f Q u ln te.

