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125th Anniversary of the Bay of Quinte Yacht
Club, and the story of the Atalanta

by Elizabeth Mitchell

Susan Smith says she Irkes to ge gotreally in-
volved in whatevt%rs e oesdA or]rtﬂt]weért

ars ago, when the commadore of the Ba
y?Qurn%e Yacht Club (BQYC) decided s
trmetoc % gand Was abguttothrow out
boxes and boxes of ariginal documents, pic-
tures from the 1800, and other historical
materrals Susan ﬁrotested With an Interest
|nthe Ist ?]rg/o Tt eBa}j of Quinte, she real-
ized that thére was vallable material in the
files. So |twas that she hecame the historian

oft e

g XonurnteYachtCIub IS 125 years
oI t er augural meeting h avrngi been’held
eptember 13,1876, Thomas Ke 50 Was the
irst commodore, T“/ac tclub was ver
small at first, and had rio meeting facilities,
50 the¥ met at the Dafoe House, on the site
of the Tormer Hotel Qurnte One of the most
Important members was Al exander Cuthbert
an entregreneur who, desrg built, and
skippered 15 yachts, including two Ameri-
ca’s Cu entrres He was urte noor, but he
could convince anrronetor vestrn |s ats
which won him a‘lot of monex with which
he paid off his debts, so that he could then
%o out and get backers to enable him to build

In |ts earIy years, the BQYC had only 1

Next Meeting
Tuesday, So%otember 18

Guest S”Peaker
Sue S
Topic
125th Annrversary of the
Bay of Quinte Yacht Club

Refreshments at 7:30 pm.
Meeting begins at § p.m.

hoats. Unljke today, where boats are owned

b%rndrvrd als, b ck then, groups of men
ned the boafs. And it was only men who

sarle% at that time, not women: Although

members included such promrnentcrtrzens as

SrrMackenzreBoweIIanﬂHenr o]rly

Ing was notrestricted to the very rich. In act

the WednesdaY afternoon downtown store
closing, still within the memory of many of
our Historical Socjety members, originated
Eal Ik then so that the ‘store owners could go

Alttgough boat racing continued, the club
became dormant |n the. 1920s, and did not
become active again until after World War |1
At that time, théy owned a very bedragﬂl ed
building at the end of Victoria'Park, Whic
Senator Corby had built for the citizens, of
Belleville in the late 1920s. |t was then bern%
used as a swimming pool, but the pool wa
cracked, and water seeped in from the bay.
The crtY] could not afford to maintain it, 50 n
1951, the men of the yacht club 8ota |ease
from the city on the [and at the end of Vicfo-
ria Park. They tore down most of the build-
ing, filled in the swimming pool, and built a
new building, largely without city help.

But back to Alexander Cuthbert. His first

try in thef%mﬁrrca sCu race had been the

ountess o erinin 1 76. Then In 1881,
hechallend dthe New York yacht club again
with the Atalanta. The boat'was still unfin-
1shed when they started down to New York,
building 1t as thiey went. Because of its con-

drtron |twasn|cknamed the “Great Canadian
Mud Tt#rte " The US chaIIender was the
Mischief, a well- marntarne boat with a pro-
fessional crew. Cuthb f nomaney to w
top- dualrty sails, sot e ta anta had used sal
Butth Y%aveteUS hoat such a run for jts
mone hat the New York club changed the
rules the following year, so that ng freshwa-
ter boat could take part in the race. They were
ngﬂrblby afraid that the next time, Cuthbert

Althought heAtaIantadrdn twin, Belleville
became renowned In the world ofyacht rac-
Ing. The yacht ¢lub has made a proposal to
the Ontaro Herrtalge Foundation to put up a
plague In Victoria arktooommemorate not
just Cuthbert and the Atalanta, but the fact
that this area has been so important in small
craft burléfrng £roducrng boats that were
Continued onpag
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Victoria Park and the harbour in the 1980s viewed from the south. The Bay of Quinte
Yacht Club is at the tip of the park at the bottom of the photo.

Where is the
Atalanta now?

Continuedfrom page 1
known around the world.

And what happened to the Atalanta? She
wenton to win many freshwaterraces There
are con |ct|nqstorres /a Iutw ere she ended

One says That the Atalanta was sold to a
glroup |nNew Orleans. The other says that she

as sunk deliberately in the harbdur in De-
trort Michigan.

?gostscrr to the stoP/ ofthe Atalanta
Hazel and Mic aeI Shaw av Lust returned
from England where the too part in the
America™s Cup Jubilee. The Bay of Quinte

Yacht Club was invited to gartrcr ate because
pgc(éuthbert ik emvtrrheere1 ra8cl |'n\maera?r?s% %rlgj

gerand Erett % boatZ some wrthg %fessron
crews they did well, with an overa |I stand-
|nrlro 21st8utof42 (Cuthbert didn’t have g

ly trajned crew either.) And int esg}rrrtof
Alexanger Cuthbert, they rarsedaII the mone
themselves. More than gnce while the Cy were
g]utEhnbgelrand they raised a mug for Captain

It’s almost that time agarn

Time to renew!

Please complete this form, or a photocopy of the form if you wish to save the newsletter, and
bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting (third Tuesday of each

month except June, July, August and December), or send it by mail to the

Name

Address
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MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
Individual $20.00
Family $25.00

Senior/Student  $15.00
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Postal Code

Life Member

Corporate Sponsor$ 50.00

Women’s Institute/
_ Organization
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$150.00

$ 20.00

toward the work of the Society.

The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts for Income Tax purposes will be

forwarded to you with your membership card.



The actual historic moment of the Hastings Heritage Centre’s opening on Monday, September 10, 2001, was captured by The
Community Press photographer LeeAnne Vance. Tipping the toll gate beam is Hastings County Historical Society President
Hazel Lloyst Shaw. Looking on are Susanna Moodie (aka Eleanor Jourard) and George Benjamin (aka Lee Jourard).

Photo and story courtesy The Community Press

téy | eeAnne Vance _
elleville - Susanna Moodie and George
Benjamin were spotted in Cannifton Mon-
day without the services of a medium, That
thé 19th century Bellevillians—Benjamin was
publisher of The Intelligencer and Moodie
a noted author—were inf each other’s com-
PanY was the second miracle of the day as
he two were said to be on less than friendly
terms when alive. _
Lee and Eleanor Jourard donned period
costume to stand in for Moodie and Benjamin
for the _openln? of the Hastings Heritage
Centre in the former Thurlow’ Township
municipal offices at 154 Cannifton Road
North. The centre, that will be open to the
ublic, houses much of the Hastings County
istorical Society’s archives and will serve
as the organization’s head office.
President of the Hastmqs Countg Histori-
cal Society (HCHS) Hazel Lloyst Shaw told
the 40 or’so gathered.in front of the brick
building for the official openln% “Within
these walls you will find much of he history
of Hastings County.”
. Mayor eor?e Zegouras called the open-
ing of the centre, “Another step forward to
preserving the history of the Quinte area.”
Volunteers put in countless hours in the
preservation and cataloguing of local records

and were thanked for their efforts. Folks like
Gerry Boyce, an integral Eart of the HCHS
since it was formed i 1957, were publicly
acknowledged for their efforts In preserving
area history for future generations.

MPP Ernie Parsons offered a “thank you to
thle voILtJr,l,teers who keep history alive and
relevant.

And Shaw offered an invitation to all to use
the services of this valuable resource. “I en-
courage everyone to come outand learn about
the history of Hastings County,” she said.
_Notable"collections housed"at the centre
include the Mika Collection—pictures, clip-

ings and_manuscripts. relating to Hastings

olinty, Canadian railroads, and Unitéd
Emﬁwe Loyalists from Belleville publishers
Nick and Helma Mika. There’s a local news-
paper collection |_nclud|ngi some 19th century
Bapers_ not available elsewhere, City of

elleville minute books §1836-1860,1 96 -
1959), bylaws (1850-19 18 and assessment
rolls (many from 1864-1980). The centre also
houses the Boyce Collection, source mate-
rials for Gerry Boyce’s publications like
Historic Hastings and Sidney Township 1790-
1990, and hardware catalogdes for the Corbin,
Springerand Sargent Lock Companies. There
are also oral history tapes from interviews with
older residents conducted in 1975.

The heritage centre will be open for
researchers Mondays. The hours for the
remainder of the year are October 15
29, November 12and 26 from 1-4:30

m.
pMPs Lyle Vanclief and Larry
McCormick, MPP Ernie Parsons,
Quinte West Councillor Ron Hamilton
and Thurlow Ward Councillor George
Beer were also on hand for the open-
ing ann%wnh anumber of past presi-
dents ofthe HCHS.

Looking ahead
Tuesday,

November 20,2001

Guest Speaker
Paul Adamthwaite
.. Topic
Shipping In Prince Edward
County
Refreshments at 7:30 p.m.

Meeting begins at § pm.



LANMORE

National Historic Site
257 Bridge Street East,
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4
(613) 962-2329

Historic Hatcwveen

Celebration Yuletlde_l_c():ua:g\dlellght
Sunday Ocotber 28th, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Bats in the rafters, cats on the prowl, Friday, December 14 and
Clahgslts in the ﬁarlotugoo\r} how thtg)é ho(\z,lv“ TueSdaX/’ %)%Coem rﬁr 18,2001
s Glanmore haunted? You must decide. : 90U LTI,
Put on your costume and seek where they hide. EHA% a IOHY of Glanmore. by
candlelignt, & fheh|stor|c
Spirits and_Poinns are out in full force at Glanmore’s 2nd hOUS%ISb autifu |¥ decf_or ate
annual family Halloween party! Come in costume and dis- fOEt e holidays. Tra Itlonﬁl
cover how Halloween was celebrated 1(Myears ago. Fortune Christmas re reshmenti Wi
tellers, games, crafts and more will delight the entire family. be served. A specia

Admission: $3.00 per person. appearance by Father
chrie mas msewaJPmokt

Christmas is tr%ﬁevenmicogw hete fo t
: ound and the younqg a
_Comin 9 . %Zart. re-regis Vil
Pre-registration is now openho|[1 pc%pular Christ- requwe(i] ost: “adult/$5.00
mas programs held a ¥ ' A
Glanmore?\lagonal Historic Site: children/$2.50.
Adult Craft Workshap, Sunday December 2nd
2001 -1 .'m' to 2.3 p'm' . Outlook is published for the friends and members of
Create a beautiful Yictorian-style kIS_SIn? hall to " the Hastings County Historical Society.
hang for Christmas. All materials, InCTUdING  anyone wishing o submit aricles or imformation may sontast e editor at 615-
greenery ribbons provided. Pre-registration Thank you to. The Community Pross for s aseistance
_ required. Cost: $25.00 ’ ’ |
Chlldren’s ChrIStmaS Celebratlon’ Sunday The Deadline for the PNI(_)I\E/:riEe'\rICi)sTsEu!e is October 20,2001
December 9th, 2001 1 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. |
Ages 5t0 10

All sorts of Victorian fun will be had at
Glanmore’s Children’s Christmas Celebration.
Children will enjoy stories, visit with Father mailing label
Christmas, play Victorian parlour ?ames and
make a simple gift for a very special someone.
Pre-registration required. Cost: $3.00 per child.


mailto:lewzan@reach.net

