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The Ku Klux Klan  
in Hastings County 

 

By Jim Kennelley 
 

Trevor Parsons, a doctoral student at the University 
of Waterloo and one of the Directors of the Hastings 
County Historical Society, spoke on February 18 
about the little-discussed and not well-known history 
of the Ku Klux Klan in Canada and particularly in 
Hastings County from the 1920s to the 1940s. 

The tense social and political environment of post–
Civil War America led to the rise of the movement in 
Pulaski, Tennessee. The initial movement fizzled out, 
but with D.W. Griffith’s movie, The Birth of a Na-
tion, in 1915, the Klan revived and began to expand 
across the United States.   

The expansion moved into Ontario by 1924 under the 
direction of two Americans: J.H. Hawkins and Lewis 
Fowler in partnership with Walter Cowan, a former 
Conservative Member of Parliament for Saskatche-
wan. In the summer of 1925, a burning 30-foot cross 
was sighted on a promontory between the Bay Bridge 
and Zwick’s Island. Just over a week later, three 
more crosses were lit: one on a little island north of 
the Bay Bridge, another at the West Hill fairgrounds 
and the third on the Dundas St. Burying Ground.    

The Klan proclaimed their allegiance to the rule of 
law. To be a good member, one had to solemnly 
swear and promise to “always, at all times and in all 
places, help, aid and assist the duly constituted offic-
ers of the law in the proper performance of their legal 
duties.” The Klan professed to be a Protestant Chris-
tian organization that held an absolute belief in Jesus 
Christ, but had no ill will or enmity towards those 
who could not meet the requirement. It sought the 
same rights to organize as Catholics, Jews and others. 
It pledged unqualified support of public schools and 
better education. Virtuous women and the sanctity of 
the home were to be honoured. They believed that 
the future salvation of Canada must rest with the An-
glo-Saxon race and not those of Southern Europe or 
Asia. Allegiance to the Dominion of Canada, de-
throning wrong and enthroning right, and a commit-
ment to fighting for these convictions were pledged. 

Protestantism, white supremacy, gentile economic 
freedom, just laws and liberty, pure patriotism, sepa-
ration of church and state, freedom of speech and 
press, restrictions on immigration, law and order, 
higher moral standards and freedom from mob vio-
lence were held high by the Klan. 

In Hastings County, the leader of the Klan was the 
Rev. George Marshall, the minister of the Reformed 
Episcopal Church.   

Speaker Trevor Parsons giving a presentation on the Ku 
Klux Klan                                             Photo by Jim Kennelley 



 

Away Back When 

The Baldwin / McAnnany 
Block 

202 – 208 Front Street 

By Lois Foster 

Back in 1830 Captain Henry Baldwin retired from 
his sailing job with the British Merchant Service and 
picked Belleville in which to start a new life with his 
wife Anna Maria and children Anna Maria and Hen-
ry jr. He bought lots at the northwest corner of Front 
and Bridge Streets and stretching to the bank of the 
Moira River, 35¼ perches in all. He soon had a small 
frame building and a clerk, Francis McAnnany. In 
the Anglo-Canadian, a Belleville newspaper, he let 
the world know on March 23, 1831, that Baldwin & 
McAnnany sold wheat and potash. His young son 
also advertised: “Opened on March 15, 1831, a select 
(classical) school for young gentlemen – Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin, French – s 5 per quarter, 6 hours daily 
except Sunday and 2 half days in week.” 

The father was still in business in 1833. The Has-
tings Times, Belleville U C, carried the advertise-
ment: “Baldwin & McAnnany will pay the highest 
prices, for Ashes, delivered at their Potash-works, 
and for Saw Logs, delivered at Meyers’ Mills, or at 
any place, on the Banks of the River Moira.” 

These two gentlemen were both of Irish parentage. 
Henry’s father, two brothers and four sisters left Ire-
land for Canada in 1799, when Henry was 21 and 
already away working. His brother Dr. William War-
ren Baldwin decided that farming and doctoring in 
Canada weren’t going to provide a living. He read 
some borrowed law books, went to Toronto, tried the 
law test, passed and became a very good lawyer. 
William and his son Robert Baldwin have left an in-
delible mark on our political life with the introduc-
tion of responsible government, by which Canada 
obtained self-government. Francis McAnnany left 
Ireland for Canada in 1822. 

The Baldwin & McAnnany business prospered. They 
added to their frame building and leased space to 
other businesses. According to the Haslett’s 1845 
map of Belleville, their building had spread along the 
north side of Bridge Street, but there was open lot 
space just north of it which was filled the following 
year with a two-storey building leased to the Bull 
Brothers for their store. Henry Baldwin died in 1849 
leaving in his will his property to his son-in-law 
Francis McAnnany. Mackenzie Bowell’s report from 

Although the Klan claimed to be apolitical, it caused 
a disruption at a community dance sponsored by the 
Liberal Party by invading the fairgrounds and burn-
ing a cross. The Klan claimed that each cross burned 
represented 100 members who had joined. If true, the 
Klan had 600 members by September of 1924. Prom-
inent political figures such as Mitchell Hepburn are 
rumoured to have been members. Other prominent 
members and leaders did not speak out against the 
Klan. 

The largest meeting of the Klan took place in Belle-
ville with over 1,500 in attendance. Apart from the 
attendees, over 10,000 looked on as four gigantic 
crosses were lit on fire while six mounted Klansmen 
patrolled. A brass band played sacred music, and a 
drill was performed by the Imperial Command of the 
Ladies of the KKK. Klan guardsmen were at all the 
gates to prevent infiltration by Catholics, Jews and 
opponents. Intel reporters at the time were told that 
practically every village and town in Prince Edward 
County and southern Hastings County had KKK 
members. In all, there were reputedly about 1,150 
members. 

Antipathy was built up against the Klan when a cross 
was burned to prevent an interracial marriage. A 
blast at a Catholic church in Barrie further built dis-
gust. The folly of sectarian strife and bitterness be-
gan to be recognized as dangerous for the well-being 
of all. The O.P.P began an aggressive war against the 
Klan. The commissioner stated, “We know who they 
are, have their names, and they are an American 
crowd from across the line who are doing the organ-
izing. We know how long they have been organiz-
ing.” The Intel’s editor of the time, S.D. Dawson, 
stood up to the power of the Klan when its leaders 
sought to exert their power, so that no Roman Catho-
lic was ever in charge of a Protestant.   

Trevor commented on why the Klan failed. Leader-
ship, antipathy to sectarian strife and the power of 
the Orange Lodge were certainly issues that might 
have had an impact. His presentation was most inter-
esting, informative, and challenging. The impact of 
his pictures of local Klansmen (and women) in their 
regalia was powerful. 

Should you wish to learn more, especially the story 
of S.D. Dawson, the Intel’s intrepid editor, look for 
Trevor’s presentation on YouTube in a few weeks.    
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the Intelligencer of Friday morning, December 24th, 
1862, continued the story: “The Intelligencer Office 
Removed – No doubt this heading will startle many 
of our old and familiar friends, who for nearly thirty 
years have regularly visited the old office [in the 
McAnnany Building] for the weekly issue of the In-
telligencer. …  Time, and the inexorable law of pro-
gress, have at last compelled us to change the “base 
of our operations;” and henceforth we may be found 
in the house adjoining, known as the “Bull Build-
ings”, entrance Front Street. …  It were needless to 
say, that the scene of so many pleasant reminiscences 
of boyhood, and responsibilities of riper years, was 
left with feelings of regret. …  The increased patron-
age bestowed in the Job Printing Department, also 
compelled the introduction of new and improved ma-
chinery. …  These reasons induced us to leave the 
venerable old pile, whose destruction has so often 
been prognosticated, but which yet stands a memento 
of Belleville’s earliest days, when it had yet to be re-
claimed from a cedar swamp.” 

The following month, on January 29, 1863, fire raced 
up and down the west side of Front Street destroying 
buildings and businesses including the building into 
which the Intelligencer had just moved. Ironically, 
the old building next south, on the corner, that Mac-
kenzie Bowell had just abandoned, was saved. Fran-
cis McAnnany gave the firemen $10 for saving his 
building. The Intelligencer office was temporarily in 
Jones’s new building, second flat, and Mr. Bowell 
was in New York to return with a complete printing 
establishment. The Hastings Chronicle, Aug. 5, 
1863, announced that Mr. M. Bowell was erecting on 
the ruins of his building, a store and office, two sto-
reys in height with a frontage of 30 feet. The first 
floor was to be a crockery shop, the upper part to 
cover the whole area and be used for a printing and 
publishing office. According to the Belleville Assess-
ment, the owner of this building every year is listed 
as Francis McAnnany.  
 
Time went on and in the Daily Intelligencer for April 
10, 1872, we can read another chapter of the story: 
“An Old Landmark Going. The old frame building 
which has stood for many years on the northwest cor-
ner of Front and Bridge Streets is at length to be 
numbered amongst the things that were. The dangers 
of fire have passed it by many times. …  The upper 
storey of the front part was long occupied as the In-
telligencer office – first by Mr. Benjamin, afterwards 
by Mr. Bowell, who succeeded to the business. …  
The rear portion of the building, fronting on Bridge 
Street, was occupied as a brewery and tavern. Four 
successive proprietors of the business died within the 

walls of the building. …  It is now in course of demo-
lition, the site being wanted for a stately brick block, 
which Mr. McAnnany is about to erect.” 
 
On October 31, 1872, the Daily Ontario reported: 
“The old corner looked gay yesterday morning when 
the new store of Foster & Barber was opened. For 
about 40 years the northwest corner of Bridge and 
Front Streets looked reckless and rakish. …  Year 
after year each successive occupant modified it to suit 
his special purpose, until like a beggar’s coat it was 
difficult to select the original texture or plan of con-
struction. …  During the summer there had gradually 
grown on its site Mr McAnnany’s stately edifice sur-
mounted with a mansard roof.”  A few years later 
McAnnany remodeled the Bowell building to match 
his new corner building, making what was called a 
double block, now numbers 202 to 208. 

Francis McAnnany died in 1877. His obituary record-
ed two wives. Not recorded was his first love, his 
wife Anna Maria Baldwin McAnnany. She is lost to 
history. They were still happily married in 1842 when 
Anna Maria wrote to her famous cousin Robert Bald-
win to complain about the removal of her husband 
Francis from the Commission of Peace. The McAn-
nany property was sold by his descendants in 1914.  
  
The McAnnany Block looked about the same until 
the big fire of 1952 when the newspaper reported the 
disaster. About 1995, I talked with my neighbour, 
Stanley Pomeroy, a retired Captain of the Fire De-
partment, about the fire. He said that the building at 
the northwest corner of Front and Bridge Streets did 

McAnnany building at Bridge and Front Streets, Belleville                                                      
(CABHC: HC04376) 
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not burn—just suffered smoke damage. It is the old 
building remodeled. There was a combustion explo-
sion in the back part of Strouds, but the main build-
ing did not burn. When we walk along Front Street, 
we can be confident that much of our Belleville his-
tory still exists. 

 

Mystery Benefactor 
 

By Mary-Lynne Morgan 
 
At one time or another, we have all fantasized about 
what we would do with a million dollars! But few 
have ever had to deal with such an unexpected wind-
fall. 

The letter came as a bolt out of the blue in March of 
1962 from an unknown lawyer in Boston. Some un-
known rich widow had named Bridge Street Method-
ist Church as one of her beneficiaries. Who was she? 
Why was she leaving money to some church in 
Belleville, Ontario? The questions were endless. 

The first thing the Trustees of Bridge Street Church 
had to do was to convince the American bank and 
lawyer that Bridge Street United Church was the 
same legal entity as Bridge Street Methodist Church 
as a result of Church Union in 1925. At the same 
time, they set about to find out what they could about 
this Charlotte Sills, and that was not an easy task. For 
someone as rich as she apparently had been, there 
was precious little information about her. 

What they found was that she had been born Char-
lotte Emma Martin in Belleville on September 16th, 
1873, likely upstairs over her parents’ grocery store 
at 75 Dundas Street East. She was the fourth of nine 
children born to John Martin and Elizabeth Ann 

Bragg Martin, originally from Cornwall, England. 
Charlotte’s mother was a devout Methodist and ac-
tive in the local Methodist church. She insisted that 
her children attend church and Sunday school. Char-
lotte became active in the activities of Bridge Street 
Methodist Church, and for some time sang in the 
Bridge Street Choir. It was during this period that she 
met a young man, William Clarence “Bill” Sills, who 
attended a local business college and pumped the bel-
lows of the pump organ for the choir. There are sto-
ries of Bill using the time to practise his shorthand by 
transcribing the minister’s sermons out of view of the 
congregation! Bill was born on May 31, 1878, in 
Tyendinaga Township, the son of James Sills and 
Jane Parry. Young Bill worked in the general store in 
Crookston, operated by a Sills relative. He graduated 
from Belleville Business College, and by 1894 was 
listed in the City Directory as living at the rear of the 
northeast corner of Hotel Street (now Victoria Ave-
nue) and employed as a stenographer. There appear 
to be discrepancies as to the ages of both Charlotte 
and Bill at the time of their marriage in Bridge Street 
Church on September 20th, 1898, officiated by Rev. 
C. E. McIntyre. That official record is where the local 
information largely dries up.   

Judge Anderson had 
a conversation with 
one of Charlotte’s 
nephews in May of 
1976 which indicated 
that his Aunt Lottie 
and Uncle Bill 
moved to New York 
some time prior to 
1922 where Bill 
worked in the office 
of a car distributor, 
Durant Motors, 
owned by W.C. Du-
rant. Apparently Mr. 
Durant asked Bill to 
help him develop the 

new Chevrolet company. Bill quickly rose to be Gen-
eral Manager of Chevrolet sales for all of North 
America, and when GM took over Chevrolet, the 
principals wanted Bill to move to GM headquarters. 
He declined, but instead was granted the distribution 
rights for GM for the five northeast states. At the end 
of the twelve-year contract, GM bought out Bill Sills, 
and he went into the banking and investment business 
in the Boston area. He became a director and vice-
president of the Newton National Bank before retir-
ing completely. He died at age 57, in 1935, a very 
wealthy man, and leaving a very wealthy widow who 

Belleville: The Gateway to Central Ontario brochure                                                                                           
(CABHC: HC03055, p.1)               

Charlotte Emma nee Martin Sills 
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had no children, their only child having died in in-
fancy. She remained a widow for twenty-five years 
until her death on January 16, 1961. The couple are 
buried in Belleville Cemetery. 

After her marriage and move to the US, Charlotte 
Sills maintained connection with her relatives in 
Belleville. In fact, she bought a house on Ann Street 
so that her siblings would have a comfortable place 
to live. There was always great excitement when she 
frequently visited Belleville, arriving in a large 
Buick Phaeton touring car, with her chauffeur and 
friend, James Richardson, driving in a separate com-
partment (shades of Driving Miss Daisy). Charlotte 
stayed at the Quinte Hotel and usually attended 
Bridge Street Church. It was on one of these visits in 
1950 that she casually mentioned her intention to 
leave the church one million dollars. However, by 
the time she died over a decade later, few remem-
bered her casual comment! 

When Rev. Bill Lamb was researching his book 
Bridging the Years, he went to Boston to find out 
what he could about Charlotte Sills, but he came up 
empty-handed. For a woman who was so wealthy, 
there was virtually no information about her. There 
is only one photo of her on horseback, a copy of 
which is hung in the Sills Auditorium in Bridge 
Street Church. 

True to her concern for the well-being of her sib-
lings, she provided for them in her will, but also en-
sured sizeable payments would be made to each of 
her servants, a stable income for her chauffeur, Jim-
my Richardson, and annuities for her surviving niece 
and nephew.   

In addition, the will provided sizeable bequests to 
five hospitals (including Belleville General), the Red 
Cross, Volunteers of America, a home for crippled 
children, United Community Services and the Salva-
tion Army. Unlike the gift to BGH which had to be 
used for long-term care for seniors, the gift to Bridge 
Street Church had no stipulations. Without any direc-
tion, the Trustees of Bridge Street Church wisely de-
cided to invest the principal, and use only interest 
each year.  

By the time the first payment was actually made 
from her estate on January 11, 1973, the value of the 
bequest had doubled. On April 27, 1973, the Ontario 
Legislature approved a Private Members Bill by 
Hastings MPP, Clarke Rollins, to establish the 
Bridge Street United Church Foundation. This was 
subsequently approved by the United Church Gen-
eral Council. The next step for the Board of Trustees 
of the new foundation was to establish investment 

and granting policies. They set up three categories 
for grants: National and International Outreach re-
quests, Local Community Outreach requests and 
Bridge Street Church requests, which had to be used 
to maintain the integrity of the historic building. By 
1995 the cumulative total of outreach grants had al-
ready reached over $3,000,000, and the principal was 
still invested. By the end of 2019, the cumulative 
total of grants since inception was just under 
$6,000,000. 

In my 1995 book, On Silver Pond: Reflections on the 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Bridge Street United 
Church Foundation, I concluded: 

“No one could argue that the foundation has not had 
a profound effect, and like the ever widening ripples 
caused by one small pebble, the foundation has 
spread the outreach of Bridge Street Church to the 
farthest corners of the world. ...  The story of Bridge 
Street United Church Foundation is a truly amazing 
one, and one that Charlotte Sills could not possibly 
have foretold! And the work goes on! Just as the rip-
ples in a pond extend infinitely, her gift has infinite 
possibilities waiting to be explored!” 

 

New First World War  
Website from the  

Community Archives 
 

A new website focusing on Belleville and Hastings 
in the First World War is now available at http://
firstworldwarbelleville.ca. This site provides access 
to two resources: Laurel Bishop’s blog posts with 
edited extracts from the Intelligencer during the con-
flict, and Dr Don Brearley’s posts about Hastings 
County women who served as nurses. A search box 
on the site makes it easy to locate posts about partic-
ular people or topics. 

http://firstworldwarbelleville.ca
http://firstworldwarbelleville.ca
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Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location: Maranatha  
 

100 College Street West, Belleville 

An Entertaining Night Out—Bring a Friend 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go to 
Meeting Room.)   

Topic: Whiskey & Wickedness  
 
Speaker: Larry D. Cotton, author, 
speaking on his book which will provide 
colourful tales from the early days in North 
and South Hastings County—an appropri-
ate program for St. Patrick’s Day.  

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

Annual General Meeting of 
the Historical Society 

 
Each year the Historical Society, as an incorporated 
non-profit organization, is required to hold an An-
nual General Meeting to report to the membership 
on its activities in the past year, to hold the election 
of the Board of Directors for the coming year and to 
bring any proposals it considers appropriate to the 
membership. 
 
This year the AGM will be held as the first activity 

at the Public Presentation event on Tuesday, March 

17th. The full report on the work of the Society in 

2019 along with the financial report will be provid-

ed three weeks before the meeting, that is, by Feb-

ruary 25th on the Society’s website and in paper 

form at the Community Archives. Copies will also 

be available at the meeting on March 17th.  
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