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1. As you will notice from the following pages, this is a double 

issue of OUTLMK. We are combining the October issue (a very 
special one with much Moodiana) with the November issue. This 
means that the next OUTLOOK will be coming out at the end of 
November with news of events in December and early January.
YOU and your family and friends are 
cordially invited to attend a General 
Meeting of the Society to be held on 
Tuesdav evening,

November 16. 1982, 
in Ackerman Hall,

Albert College,
Dundas Street West

Belleville, Ontario.
Light refreshments will be available 
(courtesy of Albert College) for our 
social half-hour, commencing at 7: 30 
and the meeting will convene at 8 P.M.
ARIE KORTEWEG of Albert College will 
be the guest speaker and his topic will 
be ALBERT'S FIRST YEARS - a look at the 
founding of the school, how it came to 
be in Belleville rather than Brockville, 
why controversy surrounded the first 
principal, how Albert Carman became 
principal and what his first impressions of Belleville were, 
why there was a struggle between Carman and Billa Flint, etc. 
This promises to be a fascinating look at the early years of 
historic Albert College and its relations with the people of 
Belleville.

Dedication of Plaque at the 
original Albert College Site October 23/82

In addition to his talk, Arie is arranging a display of early 
pictures of Albert College, memorabilia will be available for 
purchase (including the 123th Anniversary Guidebook and spoons), 
and during the social half-hour commencing at 7:30 a slide 
show on Albert Today will be shown. Enter through the main 
front doors, where students will meet you to direct you to 
Ackerman Hall (the school's Georgian-style banquet room).
This will be our chance to salute Albert College on its 125th 
Anniversary and to present the College and Arie Korteweg with 
Good Citizen Awards.
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A Good Citizen Award also goes to Molly Bramley of Ivanhoe•
Molly has been a real help to our Historic Structures Committee. 
She has photographed many early buildings for the committee and 
its Belleville *s Heritage booklets and has developed and printed 
these pictures. Molly has an understanding and sensitive approach 
to photographing old buildings and always maintained a sense of 
humour under some trying circumstances. The Historic Structures 
Committee and the Society salute Molly Bramley.
Speaking of Molly Bramley, the Hastings Countv Museum is pleased 
to present a selection of her most recent work as a special 
display at Glanmore from November 2 to November 30.
Other events at the Hastings County Museum include these:

November 27th (Saturday) - Victorian Christmas Decorations 
Workshop from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. The public 
is welcome.

December 5th (Sunday) - Yule tide"Party with Mulled Cider
and Christmas treats from 2:30 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
Adults are 11.50 and children are 500.

December 6th to 10th - Christmas Activity Week, with the
museum open each evening from 7 to 9. There's 
a different program each evening. Watch for 
the newspaper ad.

A highlight of the October 1st Society Birthday Party was the 
presentation by the Lennox and Addington County Museum and 
Historical Society of a copy of Colin Vollick's excellent essay 
on "Oronhyatekha, The Independent Order of Foresters and Their 
Greatest Accomplishment: Foresters' Island Orphanage". Our 
sincere thanks to Colin for the preparation of the lengthy essay 
and to Jane Foster for arranging for us to have a copy.
WANTED . . . The Picture Cataloguing Team headed by Betsy Boyce 
urgently requires some file drawers to hold 3x5 inch catalogue 
cards. The team is indexing all the people whose pictures are 
in the extensive picture collection of the Society. Can you help? 
[Some 4x6 inch drawers for index cards are also needed.] 958-5023
Bev and I were pleased to extend greetings from your Society to 
the Peterborough Historical Society, when I spoke to their members 
on October 19th> ©ur thanks to the Peterborough group for the 
warm reception, even though we did try to reclaim Susanna Moodie 
for the Belleville area. In September Bev and I took your 
greetings to the Cobourg and District Historical Society; the 
topic was historical ties between
The Quinte area celebrates an 
important Bicentennial in 1984.
We hope that many of you will 
be at the October 30th meeting 
to hear Charles Humber. We 
should be thinking and planning 
for local celebrations in 1984.
The most recent issue of the Bulletin of the Ontario Society 
for Industrial Archaeology highlights an article by Rita Michael. 
Hamilton archaeologist on the Marmora Ironworks Archaeological 
Project. Ask to see these notes at the next meeting.

Belleville and Cobourg areas.
The tall meeting ol the Bay of Quinte branch. 

United Empire Loyalists Association of Canada, 
will be held Oct. 30 (at 1.30 p.m.) at the Quinte Liv
ing Centre on Belleville’s Front Street.

Guest speaker will be Charles Humber, national 
president of the association and chairman of its bi
centennial committee.

The branch is Inviting the public to the session 
and Information is available from Clarence Bird- 
UEL Hastings County dlrector-at 960-2276.

Hope to see you at Albert College on November 16.
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This is indeed a time for Thanksgiving. Your Society has 
had two very successful meetings to usher in the 1982-83 
season, membership has passed the 300 mark for the first 
time in our history, and a number of exciting meetings and 
activities are planned for the future. You'll read about 
these and other matters in this special issue of OUTLOOK - 
a special issue because it contains a gift for each reader: 
a six page description of 
Hastings County published 
for the first (and only) 
time in 1852-. The account 
appeared in the second 
edition of Susanna Moodie's 
Roughing it in the Bush, 
published in London, England.
The writer of this section 
was not Susanna, but rather 
her husband Dunbar, the first 
sheriff of Hastings County 
(or the Victoria District as 
the county was known at the 
time of Dunbar's appointment 
in 1839). The authorship is evident from the first part 
of the extract you'll find 
inside. Obviously the Moodies cooperated on 
sections of the book, although Susanna has received all the 
credit until recently. Our thanks to Mike 
Peterman of Trent University for making 
reference to this scarce edition of 
Roughing it in the Bush, when he spoke to 
our Society in the spring. Thanks also to 
the Metropolitan Toronto Library Board for 
preserving a copy in its Baldwin Room of 
Canadiana. We're sure that you'll want to 
keep the reprint of the 1852 text that follows on the next three sheets. fU 3  ̂s-h«fk '<*
Our November issue will outline plans for the next two meetings. 
Mark Tuesday evening, November 16, on your calendar of events.
We 'll be meeting at Albert College to pay tribute to that 
school's 125th birthday.
In early December (either the 6th or the 7th) we expect to have 
a presentation in connection with Memories of Good Times, the 
new history of leisure and recreational activities in Trenton.

THE MOODIES (CIRCA 
1860)

Belleville's noted writer 
S u s a n n a  (Strickland) 
Moodie (centre); her hus
band Hastings County 
Sheriff J. W. Dunbar 
Moodie; and a niece, 
Miss Russell, in front of 
Moodie cottage, 114 W. 
Bridge street.
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3. Our November 16th meeting at Albert College is one of a 
series of special events the college is arranging to mark 
its 125th birthday* Another event our members are invited 
to is the dedication on Saturday* October 23» of an 
historical plaque * The plaque will be erected on the grounds 
of College Hill United Church, the original site of Albert 
College. All that remains of the buildings on that site is 
the gymnasium, now incorporated into the church buildings.
David McMillan, the director of development for Albert College, 
has asked our help in locating students of the college (when
it was located on College Street) and pictures and other items 
relating to the original college. If you can help, call David 
at Albert College (968-5726) or Rev. Llovd Shorten of College Hill United Church.

4. The beginnings of Albert College were highlighted in a talk I 
gave in September to the Cobourg and District Historical Society, 
After the Wesleyan Methodists were successful in starting a 
Victoria College at Cobourg, the Episcopal Methodists replied
by erecting the Belleville Seminary (Albert College). After 
Methodist Church Union in 1884, the two schools' degree
granting powers went to Victoria College (University) at 
Toronto. This was only one of several educational, business, 
religious, and social ties that linked the Cobourg area with 
the Belleville—Hastings County area. I was delighted to see 
the progress that the young Cobourg society has made in two 
years - including a book of talks and articles presented at 
the society's meetings.

5. The directors are pleased to announce the appointment of Betsy Boyce as a director, in place of Don Ashton, who resigned 
in June. Betsy, who's no relation of this writer (to answer
a question I'm often asked), is an enthusiastic researcher and 
the author of the new pamphlet on the Rebellion. Losses Claims 
and Hastings County. Betsy gave an excellent account of her 
research at our September 21st meeting.

6. Also at the September meeting, four young students outlined 
the research that had led to winning research projects in our 
elementary school competition. Jim Chapman of Poxboro Senior 
School spoke on the Ross Farm; Kim Hannah of SorthaJHastings 
Senior Elementary described the ghost tbwn of Umphraville;
Llarian Keity told the story of the Keilty Potato Farm (even 
presenting some excellent Keilty potatoes to the chairman); 
and Scott Randolph of Foxboro Senior School described the 
Vandervoorts of Sidney Township. Two of their teachers - Larry Marlowe of North Hastings and Fay Murray of Baysiae
(Llarian's former school) - were on hand for the occasion.
Foxboro teacher Wanda Butcher was unable to attend, but was 
honoured at our 25th Birthday Party when she received a Good 
Citizen Award.

7. Young researchers in both elementary and secondary schools take 
note. Education Officer George Super advises that information 
on the new competition will be in all schools very soon. Also 
there'll be a new category for those with artistic ability.

8. WANTED . . . Information on Thomas Stoddard Agar and Henry 
Bull Sr. Contact Holly Forgue. 2852 Minnesota Avenue.
Blue Island, Illinois, U.S.A. 60406. Holly and her daughter 
spent some time working in our archives last month.



- 2 -

3. Oar November 16th meeting at Albert College is one of a 
series of special events the college is arranging to mark 
its 125th birthday. Another event our members are invited 
to is the dedication on Saturday. October 23» of an 
historical plaque. The plaque will be erected on the grounds 
of College Hill United Church, the original site of Albert 
College. All that remains of the buildings on that site is 
the gymnasium, now incorporated into the church buildings.
David McMillan, the^director of development for Albert College, 
has asked our help in locating students of the college (when
it was located on College Street) and pictures and other items 
relating to the original college. If you can help, call David 
at Albert College (968-5726) or Rev. Llovd Shorten of College Hill United Church.

4. The beginnings of Albert College were highlighted in a talk I 
gave in September to the Cobourg and District Historical Society. 
After the Wesleyan Methodists were successful in starting n 
Victoria College at Cobourg, the Episcopal Methodists replied
by erecting the Belleville Seminary (Albert College). After 
Methodist Church Union in 1884, the two schools* degree
granting powers went to Victoria College (University) at 
Toronto. This was only one of several educational,business, 
religious, and social ties that linked the Cobourg area with 
the Belleville-Hastings County area. I was delighted to see 
the progress that the young Cobourg society has made in two 
years - including a book of talks and articles presented at 
the society's meetings.

5. The directors are pleased to announce the appointment of 
Betsy Boyce as a director, in place of Don Ashton who resigned 
in June. Betsy, who’s no relation of this writer (to answer
a question I’m often asked), is an enthusiastic researcher and 
the author of the new pamphlet on the Rebellion Losses Claims 
and Hastings County. Betsy gave an excellent account of her 
research at our September 21st meeting.

6. Also at the September meeting, four young students outlined 
the research that had led to winning research projects in our 
elementary school competition. Jim Chapman of Foxboro Senior 
School spoke on the Ross Farm; Kim Hannah of BarthoHastings 
Senior Elementary described the ghost town of Umphraville;
Llarian Keity told the story of the Keilty Potato Farm (even 
presenting some excellent Keilty potatoes to the chairman); 
and Scott Randolph of Foxboro Senior School described the 
Vandervoorts of Sidney Township. Two of their teachers - 
Larry Marlowe of North Hastings and Fay Murray of Bayside
(Llarian's former school) - were on hand for the occasion.
Foxboro teacher Wanda Butcher was unable to attend, but was 
honoured at our 25th Birthday Party when she received a Good 
Citizen Award.

7. Young researchers in both elementary and secondary schools take 
note. Education Officer George Super advises that information 
on the new competition will be in all schools very soon. Also 
there’ll be a new category for those with artistic ability.

8. WANTED . . . Information on Thomas Stoddard Agar and Henry 
Bull Sr. Contact Holly Forgue. 2852 Minnesota Avenue,
Blue Island, Illinois, U.S.A. 60406. Holly and her daughter 
spent some time working in our archives last month.



316 HOUGHING IT IN THE BUSH. CANADIAN SKETCHES. 317

Excerpts from the 
revised edition of 

ROUGHING IT IN THE BUSH 
by Susanna (and Dunbar) 
Moodie, published in 

1852 by Richard Bentley, 
London, England

I

Before concluding this chapter, I shall endeavour 
to give the reader & short description of the county 
of Hastings, in which I have held the office of sheriff 
for the last twelve years, and which, I believe, pos
sesses many advantages as a place of settlement, over 
all the other places I have seen in the Upper 
Province. I  should premise, however, lest my par
tiality for this part of the colony should be supposed 
to incline me to overrate its comparative advantages 
to the settler, that my statements are principally 
intended to show the progress of the Upper Province 
generally; and that when I claim any superiority 
for this part of it, I shall give, what I trust the 
reader will conaider, satisfactory reasons for my 
conclusion.

The settlement of a thickly-wooded country, when 
it is left to chance, is a most uncertain and capricious 
matter. The narrow views and interest of a clique 
in the colony, or even of an influential individual, 
often direct emigration out of its natural course,

involving unnecessary suffering to the settler, a waste, 
or absolute loss of capital, and a retarding of the 
progress of tho country. The circumstances and 
aituation of tho United States were less productive 
of these evils than those of Upper Canada, because 
settlement went on more uniformly from the sea- 
coast towards tho interior. The mighty rivers and 
lakes of Canada, though productive of boundless 
prosperity, operated, in the first poriod of its settle
ment, most unfavourably on the growth of the colony, 
by throwing open for settlement an extensive inland 
coast, at that time unconnected with the ocean by 
meaus of canals. Hence numerous detached, feeble, 
and unprogressive settlements, came into existence, 
where the new settlers had to struggle for years with 
the most disheartening difficulties.

European settlers know but little of the value of 
situation. In most cases they are only desirous of 
acquiring a large extent of land at a low price, and 
thus, unless restrained by the wise regulations of a 
provident government, they too often ruin themselves, 
and waste their capital in a wildernesss, where it does 
good to no one. When emigration from tho United 
Kingdom began to set in to Upper Canada, the 
pernicious speculation in wild lands commenced in 
earnest. As most of the land speculators possessed 
shares in the steam-boats on Lake Ontario, the 
interests of both speculations were combined. It 
was, of course, the interest of the steam-boat pro
prietors to direct emigration as far to the westward 
as possible; and influenced by their interested 
representations and those of the land speculators

settled in Toronto, Coburg, and Hamilton, the greater 
portion of the emigrants possessing capital were 
thrown into these towns, near which they were led 
to oxpect desirable locations. In the same manner 
the agents of the Canada Land Company, who were 
to be found on every steamer, were actively employed 
in directing the emigrants to the Huron track.

By a simple inspection of the map of Upper 
Canada, it will be seen, that as tho Bay of Quinte 
was out of the general route of the steamers, and too 
near the lower end of the lake navigation, it did not 
suit the views of tho parties most interested to direct 
emigration to its shores. Thus the beautiful Bay of 
Quints, with the most fertile land on its shores, and 
scenery which exceeds in variety and picturesque 
beauty that of any part of Upper Canada, Hamilton 
and Niagara alone excepted, has been passed by for 
years for situations much less desirable or attractive 
to European settlers.

The forbidding aspect of the country near Kingston, 
which is situated at the entrance of the bay from the 
St. Lawrence, where the soil has a rocky and barren 
appearance, has no doubt deterred emigrants from 
proceeding in this direction.

The shores of the Bay of Quint6 were originally 
occupied principally by U. E. loyalists and retired 
officers, who had served during the late war with the 
United States, but the emigration from Europe lias 
chiefly consisted of the poorer class of Irish Catholics, 
and of Protestants from the North of Ireland, settled 
in two very thriving townships in the county of 
Hastings. There is also a sprinkling of Scotch and



English in different parts of the county. Compara
tively few possessing any considerable amount of 
capital have found their way here, as the county 
town, Belleville, is not in tho lino of tho summer 
travel on tho hikes.

Tho scenery along the shores of the bay is 
exceedingly beautiful all the way from Kingston to 
tho head, where a large river, tho Trent, discharges 
itself into it at a thriving village, of about a thousand 
inhabitants, called Trent Port. A summer ride 
along tho lower portion of this river presents scenery 
of a bolder and grandor character than is often met 
with in Upper Canada, and it is enlivened by spec
tacles of immense rafts of timber descending the 
rapids, and by tho merry chorus of tho light-hearted 
lumbermen, as they pursue their toilsome and perilous 
voyngo to Quebec.

Belleville was originally a spot reserved for tho 
Mississagua Indians, and was laid out in 1816 for a, 
village, when there were only two or throe white men 
settled among them as traders in the place. It was 
only during tho last year that the two frame farm
houses, situated about a quarter of a mile apart, worn 
removed to make room for more substantial buildings. 
Belleville romained nearly stationary for several years, 
during which a few persons realised handsome 
fortunes, by means of large profits, notwithstanding 
the limited extent of their business. I t  a t length 
began to grow in importance as tho fine country 
in its neighbourhood was cleared and rendered 
productive.

In 1839, when tho county of Hastings was set

318 n o c c in x o  it  in' t h e  dusk.

apart from the Midland district, under the name of 
the District of Victoria, and Belleville became the 
District town, the population of the county, including 
Belleville, was about 12,000, and that of Belleville 
about 1500. In 1850 the population of the county 
had readied 23,-154, of which that of Bellevillo was 
3326. By the census just taken, on a much more 
correct principle than formerly, the population of 
Belleville in 1852 appears to be 4554, showing an 
increase of 1228 in two years. During the same 
period, from 1850 to 1852, the population of Cobourg 
on Lake Ontario, which town formerly enjoyed tho 
full benefit of a large emigration, has risen from 337!) 
to 3867, showing an increase of only 488. Tho town 
of Dundas in the same time has increased Us popu
lation from 2311 in 1850 to 3519 in 1652, showing 
an increase of 1208. The population of the city of 
Hamilton in 1850 was 10,812, and now, in 18-52, it 
is said to exceed 13,000. In 1838 the then total of 
Hamilton contained a population of only 3116. When 
1 first visited that place in 1832 it was a dull insig
nificant village, wl eh might, I suppose, contain a 
population of 1200 or 1500. I  can hardly describe 
my surprise on revisiting it  in 1849, to behold a city 
grown up suddenly, as if by enchantment, with several 
handsome churches and public and private buildings 
of cut stone, brought from the fine freestone quarries 
in the precipitous mountains or table-land behind 
the city.

Little need be said of the capital of the province, 
the city of Toronto, the progress of which lias been 
loss remarkable in the same period, for tho obvious
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reason that its merits were sooner appreciated or 
known by the emigrants from Europe. The popu
lation of Toronto, then called Little York, in 1826 
was 1G77, while that of tho now city of Kingston 
was 2329. In 1838 tho population of Toronto was 
12,571, nnd that of Kingston 3S77. In 1850 the 
population of Toronto was 25,166, and that of 
Kingston 10,097.

These few facts will enable the reader to form some 
idea of the comparative progress'of different towns 
in Upper Canada, under circumstances similar in 
some cases and different in others. When it is con
sidered that all of these last-mentioned towns have 
for many years reaped the full benefit of tho influx 
of emigration and capital from the mother country, 
while the shores of the Bay of Quintd were little 
known or appreciated, it will appear that the progress 
of Bellevillo has been, at least equal to that of any of 
them. The prosperity of Belleville may ia fact be 
almost entirely attributed to tho gradual development 
of its own internal resources, the fertility of tho lands 
in its vicinity, and a large exportation, of late years, 
of lumber of all ki.,ds to the United States.

Having no desire unnecessarily to trouble the 
reader with dry statistical tables, I shall merely quote 
tho following facts and figures, kindly furnished me 
by G. Benjamin, Esq., the present warden of the 
county of Hastings, to whoso business talents and 
public spirit the county is largely indebted for its 
progress In Internal Improvement.

“ Tho increase of business at the port of Belleville 
has been most extraordinary. In 1839, the total

329 ROUGHING IT IN THE BUSH.



amount of duties paid a t this port amounted to 
280?.; and in the year (1850) the amount reached 
S659A I2j. id . ' The total arrivals at this port from
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the United States are as follows :—
No. of Tons. Hftsda

Vessels. employed.
British propellers . . 8 2,400 104
British (ailing vessel, . , 81 4,140 375
Foreign do. do. . . 124 12,643 730

Total .  . . 218 19,183 1209
This in addition to our daily steamers.

Our export, to the United State, are . a a £32,332 17 3
And British porta below Belleville • * * 153,411 16 6

£ l. d. £203,944 13 11
Total imports from United Steles . 25,061 2 $ 
Total acceptances from liuited State* 17,433 0 0 
Total importations from lower ports,

including draft* and other re
sources . . . . .  130,294 0 0 172,796 2 6

Showing the balance of trade In
favour of this port to be . . . . .  £33,148 11 5

Our exports to the lower ports are mode up as 
follows:—

3,485 barrel, of Potash , , . £27,880 0 0
33,198 „  Flour „ , . 33,198 0 0

357 bushels of Grass seed • * . 133 17 6
1,450 „  Barley . . 1®1 s 0
4,947 B Pea* . 594 14 0
4,349 „  Rye • 434 18 0

37,360 „ Wheat a . . 7,472 0 0
198 barrets of Pork . f , . 396 0 0
54 „  Beef . m , . 74 3 0

1,141 Slieep-iklo, . , a . 114 2 0
395,390 feet square Timber a * , 74,909 2 6

178 keys of Butter . * * . 540 12 6
Fur* - ,  . , a * , 710 0 0
Fatted Cattle . » o • . 1,840 0 0
High Wine, . ♦ t . 8,098 0 0
W h isk ey  . • s .  1,630 

£153 ,411

0

16

0

6

Our exports to the United States are made up as 
follows:
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30,606 bushels of Wheat , £6,137 4 11
V t4  „ Ryo 331 8 0
3,728 , Peas 466 0 0

90 „ Bsrley . 9 0 0
310 „ Gross teed 118 10 0

10,736 barrel* of Flour 18.736 0 0
338 „ Potash . 2,366 0 0

1,000 bushels of potatoes . 62 10 0
93 M. Shingles 23 0 0

117 M. Laths , 43 15 0
18,210 lbs. R»g» 190 0 0
9,912 lbs. Wool 491 19 6

466 SUecp-skios . 37 10 0
61 kegs of Butter 122 0 0

618,000 feet sawed Lumber , * , 21.296 0 0
313 Cows • 2.052 0 0

£62,332 17 5

The River Moira passing through Belleville, where 
it discharges itself into the Bay of Quinte, is one 
principal source of its prosperity. The preceding 
statement will show the quantity of sawed lumber 
exported, most of which is furnished by the saw-mills 
of Belleville, or its immediate vicinity. Besides saw 
and ilour-inills, there are cloth and paper manufac
tories, a manufactory of edge tools; pail manufac
tories, where great quantities of these useful articles 
are made a t a low price by machinery; planing 
machines, several iron founderiea, broweries, distille
ries, &o., in almost all of which establishments steam- 
engines, or water-power from the river, are used. A 
romsrkablo feature in Belleville, in common with 
other towns in Canada, is the great number of tailoring 
and shoe-making establishments, when compared with 
towns of an equal population in Orest Britain. This

shows, moro than anything I  am aware of, the general 
prosperity of the people, who oan afford to be large 
consumers of such articles.

Thero la very little difference to be observed in the 
costliness of the clothing of the different classes of 
sooiety in Upper Canadian towns and cities, and much 
less difference in the taste with which these articles 
are selected, than might be expected. W ith the 
exception of the lower class of labourers, all persons 
are well and suitably olad, and they can afford to be so.

Twelve years ago there were not more than five ot 
six piano-fortes in Belleville. Now there are nearly 
one hundred of a  superior description, costing from 
£80 to £150.

Another remarkablecircumetanoe in Uppor Canada 
is the number of lawyers in all the towns. In Belle
ville there are about a dozen, which seems to be a 
Urge number for a town containing only 455-t inhabi
tants, when in an English town of the same size there 
is often not more than one. Of course, I do not 
mention this as any particular advantage, but to show 
the great difference in the amount of transactions, and 
of subjects of contention, in an old and a new country. 
The same may be said of the number of newspapers, 
as indicative of commercial aoti vity. T  wo newspapers, 
representing the two political parties, are well-sup
ported in Belleville, both by their subscribers, and 
the number of advertisements.

The mouth of the Moira River, which widens out 
at its junction with the Bay of Quintd, is completely 
covered with saw-logs and square timber of various
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kinds during the summer months. This river, at 
Belleville, is of ton dammed up by confused piles of 
limbor. No sooner are these removed than its waters 
are covered over by vast quantities of oak staves, 
which aro floated down separately to be rafted off like 
the squared lumber for the Quebeo market. The 
greater proportion of the saw-logs are, however, cut 
up for exportation to the United States by the various 
saw-mills on the river, or by a largo steam saw-mill 
with twenty or thirty run of saws, erected on a little* 
island in the mouth of the river. Several large 
schooners are constantly loading with sawed lumber, 
and there are two or throe steamboats always running 
between Belleville and Kingston, carrying passengers 
to and fro, and generally heavily laden witli goods or 
produce. The Bay of Quinte offers more than common 
facilities in the summer months for rapid and safe 
communication with other places; and, in the winter 
time, being but slightly affected by the current of the 
river Trent, it affords excellent sleighing.

Large quantities of wheat and other farm produco 
are transported over the ico to Belleville from the 
neighbouring county of Prince Edward, which is an 
exceedingly prosperous agricultural settlement, yield
ing wheat of the finest quality, and particularly 
excellent choeso and butter. The scenery on the 
shores of Prince Edward is exceedingly picturesque, 
and there are numerous wharfs at short distances, 
from wlionce the farmers roll their barrels of flour 
and other articles on board the steamers on their way 
to markot. I have seen no scenery in Upper Canada

presenting the same variety and beauty os that of tho 
shores of Prince Edward in particular.

The peninsular situation of this county is its only 
disadvantage—being out of the line of the land travel 
and of the telegraphio communication which passes 
through Belleville. The county of Prince Edward 
having nearly exhaustod its exportation lumber—the 
people aro thus freed from the evils of a trade that is 
always more or less demoralising in its tendency, anti 
can now give their undivided attention to the cultiva
tion of their farms. Certain it is, that more quiet, 
industrious, and prosperous settlers, are not to be 
found in the Province.

A few miles below Belleville, on the south aide of 
the bay, is & very remarkable natural curiosity, called 
“ The Stone Mills.”  On the summit of a table-land, 
firing abruptly several hundred feet above the shore 
of the bay, there is a lake of considerable size and 
very great depth, and which apparently receives a 
very inadequate supply from the elevated .land on 
which it is situated. The lake has no natural outlet, 
and the common opinion is that it is unfathomable, 
and that it is supplied with water by means of & 
subterranean communication with Lake Huron, or 
some other lako a t the same level. This is, of course, 
extremely improbable, but there can be no doubt of 
its great depth, and that it cannot be supplied from 
.the Bay of Quintd, so far beneath its level. As a 
small rivulet runs into this lake from the flat ground 
in its vicinity, and as the soil of this remarkable 
exoavation, however it may have been originally
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formed, is tenacious, 1 think we require no such 
improbablo theory to account for its existence. 
Availing himself of tho convenient position of this 
lako, a farmer in the neighbourhood erected a mill, 
which gives its name to the lako, on the shore of the 
Bay of Quints, and which ho supplied with water by 
making a deep cutting from tho lake to tho edge of 
the precipice, from whenco it is conveyed in troughs 
to the mill.

There is a somewhat similar lake in the township 
of Sidney in the county of Hastings, covering some 
hundred acres. This lake is also of great depth, 
though situated on the summit of a range of high hills, 
from whenco it gets tho name of the “ Oak Hill Pond."

The Bay of Quinte abounds in excellent fish of 
various kinds, affording excellent sport to those who 
aro fond of fishing. When the ice breaks up in the 
spring, immense shoals of pickerel commence running 
up tho Moira river, a t Belleville, to spawn in tho 
interior. A t that time a number of young men 
amuse themselves with spearing them, standing on 
the flat rocks a t the end of the bridge which crosses 
the river. They dart their spears into the rushing 
waters a t Imp-hazard in the darkness, bringing up a 
large fish at evory second or third stroke. My eldest 
son, a youth of fifteen, sometimes caught so many 
fish in this many, in two or three hours, that we had 
to send a largo wheelbarrow to fetch them home. 
Formerly, "before so manner mills were erected, the 
fish swarmed iu Incredible mimbors In all our Hvort 
and lakes.



In the back-woods there is excellent deer-hunting, 
and parties are often formed for this purpose by 
the young men, who bring home whole waggon-loads 
of venison.

While speaking of Belleville, I  may mention, as 
one of its chief advantages, the long period for which 
the sleighing continues in this part of the country, 
when compared with other places on the shore of 
Lake Ontario. Nearly the whole winter there is 
excellent sleighing on the Bay of Quintc; ami on the 
land we have weeks of good sleighing for days in most 
other places. This is owing to the influence of a 
large sheet of frozen water interposed between us 
and Lake Ontario, which is never frozen.

The county of Prince Edward is a peninsula con
nected with the main land by a narrow isthmus of low 
swampy land about four miles wide. Through this 
neck of land it has long been in contemplation to cut 
a canal to enable the lake steam-boats to take Belle
ville in their route between Kingston and Toronto, 
thus affording a safe navigation in stormy weather. 
The effect of such a work on the prosperity of the 
counties of Hastings and Prince Edward would be 
very great, as European emigrants would have an 
opportunity of seeing a country which has hitherto 
escaped their notice, from the causes already 
mentioned.

Besides the usual variety of churches, there is a 
grammar-school, and also four large common schools, 
which latter are free schools, being supported by 
assessments on the people of the town.
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Every Saturday, which is the great day for business 
from the country, the streets are crowded with 
farmers' waggons or sleighs, with their wives and 
pretty daughters, who come in to mako their little 
purchases of silk gowns and ribbons, and to sell their 
butter and eggs, which are the peculiar perquisites 
of the females in this country. The counties of 
Hastings and Princo Edward aro celebrated for 
female beauty, and nowhere can you see people in 
the same class more becomingly attired. A t the 
same time there is nothing rustic about them, except 
genuine good nature and unaffected simplicity of 
manners. To judge by their light elastic step and 
rosy smiling countenances, no people on earth seem 
to enjoy a greater share of health and contentment.

Since the establishment of the county municipal 
councils, plank and macadamised roads have branched 
out in all directions from the various central county 
towns, stretching their ramifications like the veins 
of the human body, conveying nourishment and 
prosperity throughout the country, increasing the 
trade and the travel, connecting man with man and 
promoting intelligence and civilisation; while the 
magnetic telegraph, now traversing the whole length 
of the country, like the nervous system, still further 
stimulates the inhabitants to increased activity.

The people of this county have not been behind 
their neighbour! in these improvements. The first 
plank-road which they constructed was from Belleville 
to Canniff's Mills, a distance of three miles over a road 
which at the time was often knee-deep in mud, with
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a solid foundation of flat limostono rock, which pre
vented the escape of the water. So infamous was 
this road, that, on some parts of it, it was a matter 
of serious doubt whether a boat or waggon would be 
the better mode of conveyance. Notwithstanding 
the badness of this road, it was the greatest thorough
fare in the county, as it was the only approach to a 
number of mills situated on the river, and to Belle
ville, from the back country. I t  was, however, with 
the utmost difficulty that the warden could induce 
the other members of the county council to sanction 
the construction of a plank-road at the expense of 
the county; so little was then known in Canada of 
the effects of such works.

The profits yielded by this road are unusually large, 
amounting, it is said, to seventy or eighty per cent. 
This extraordinary success encouraged the people to 
undertake other lines, by means of joint-stock com
panies formed among the farmers. All these plank- 
roads are highly-remunerative, averaging, it is stated, 
fourteen per cent, over and above all expenses of 
repair. More than thirty miles of plank-road is 
already constructed in the county. In a few years 
plank or gravel roads will be extended through every 
part of the country, and they will be most available 
as feeders to the great line of railway which will very 
soon be constructed through the entire length of the 
province, and which has been already commenced at 
Toronto and Hamilton. A single track plank-road 
costs from £375 to £425 per mile, according to the 
value of the. land to be purchased, or other local
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causes. The coat of a gravel road, laid twelve feet 
wide and nioo inches deep, and twenty-two feet from 
out to out, is from £250 to £325, and it is much 
more lasting, and more easily repaired than a plank- 
road. Macadamised or gravel roads will no doubt 
entirely auperscdo the others-

Iu the present circumstances of the oolony, how
ever, plank-roads will be ■ preferred, because they are 
more quickly constructed, and with less immediate 
outlay of money in the payment of labourers* wages, 
os our numerous saw-mills enable the farmers to got 
their own logs sawed, and they thus pay the greater 
portion of their instalments on the stock taken in the 
roads, lu fact, by making arrangements with the 
proprietors of saw-mills they can generally manage 
to get several months' credit, so that tlioy will receive 
the first dividends from the road before they will be 
required to pay any monoy. The mode of making 
these roads is exceedingly simple.

The space required for the road is first levelled, 
ditched, and drained, and then pieces of scantling, five 
or site inches square, are laid longitudinally on each 
side, a t the proper distance for a road-way twelve 
feet wide, and with the ends of each piece sawn off 
diagonally, so as to rest on the end of tho next piece, 
which is similarly prepared, to prevent the road from 
settling down .unequally. The pieces of scantling 
thus connected are simply bedded firmly in the 
ground, which is levelled up to their upper edges, 
r ic e  planks, three Inches thick, arc then laid screw 
with their ends resting on tho scantling. The planks
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are closely wedged together like the flooring of a 
house, and secured here and there by strong wooden 
pins, driven into auger-holes bored through the planks 
into the scantling. The common way is to lay tho 
plank-flooring at right angles with tho scant ling, but 
a much bolter way has been adopted in the county i>r 
Hastings. The planks are hero laid diagonally, which 
of course requires that they should be cut several 
feet longer. This ensures greater durability, as the 
•hoes of the horses cut up the planks much more 
when the grain of the wood corresponds in direction 
with their sharp edges. When a double track is 
required, three longitudinal courses of scantling are 
used, and the ends of the planks meet on the centre 
one. Very few, if any, iron nails are generally used.

The great advantage of a plank-road is the large 
load it enables the horses to draw. Whilst on a 
common road a farmer can only carry twenty-five 
bushels of wheat in his waggon, a  plank-road will 
enable him to carry forty or fifty bushels of the 
lim e grain with a pair of horses. The principal 
disadvantage of tho plank-roads is, that they are 
found by experience to be injurious to horses, par
ticularly when they are driven quickly on them. 
They are best adapted for a Urge load drawn at a 
slow pace. I shall not attempt to describe the 
country in the neighbourhood of Belleville, or the 
niore northern parts of the county. I t  will suffice to 
observe, that the country is generally much varied 
In Its •urfaoe, and beautiful, and the soil is generally 
excellent. W ithin the last ten or twelve years the
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whole country has been studded with good substantial 
atone or brick houses, or good white painted frame 
houses, even for thirty miles back, and the farms are 
well fenced and cultivated, showing undeniable signs 
of comfort and independence. Streams and water 
are abundant, and there are several thriving villages 
and hamlets scattered through the county,—the 
village of CannifPs Mills, threo miles from Belleville, 
and soon destined to form a part of it, alono con
taining a population of about a thousand.

In describing tho progress of this county, I may be 
understood as describing that of most other counties 
in the Upper Province; the progress of all of them 
being rapid, though varying according to the advan
tages of situation or from causes already alluded to.

From what has been said, the reader will perceive 
that the present condition of Canada generally is 
exceedingly prosperous, and when tho resources of 
the country arc fully developed by the railroads now 
in progress of construction, and by tho influx of 
capital and population from Europe, no rational 
person can doubt that it will ultimately be as pros
perous and opulent as any country in the world, 
ancient or modom.
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The above extracts are from 
a copy of the 1852 revised 
edition found in the Baldwin 
Hoorn of the Metropolitan 
Toronto Reference Library, 
[courtesy Metropolitan 
Toronto Library Board]

Reprinted by the Hastings County Historical Society, Belleville, 
Ontario, as part of its OUTLWK Newsletter, October, 1982.
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9. i'here were many highlights at the Birthday Party including:
a. A look; at attempts to start such, a society as early 

as the 1870's
b. Irene Haig's explanation of how she led the movement 

to start the present society in the mid 1950's
c. Reports by former presidents Rodger Greig. Judie Preece. 

Bob Brennan, and Pat Bennett of their years in office
d. Letters from Tom Ransom. Ed Buckley, and Frank Foley 

recalling their years as presidents; Ed's letter was
< a masterpiece, recalling the roles of many people
e. Personal greetings from Warden Jack Robinson of the 

county, who was accompanied by his wife; we welcome 
them as new members

f. Personal greetings from Mayor George Zegouras of 
Belleville, who paid tribute to the society; George was 
accompanied by his wife Diane, who won the draw for 
1963 membershipg. Personal greetings from M.P. Bill Vankoughnet (Hastings- 
Front enac-Lannox and Addington), who presented a Queen 
Anne (Loyalist) flag to the Society, along with a framed 
certificate; Bill also became the 300th member.'

h. Messages of greeting from other government leaders who 
were unable to attend, including Mayor Neil Robertson 
of Trenton, M.P.P,'s Hugh O'Neil and Jim Pollock, and 
M.P. 's Jack Ellis and George Hees. Jack Ellis had 
planned to attend, but was held up by flight problems.

i. Letters of congratulations from Marv Simonds on behalf 
of the Hastings County Museum Management Board; Lynda 
Wheeler, president of the Quinte Arts Council; and 
Dorothy Duncan, executive director of the Ontario 
Historical Society

j. The blowing out of the candles (on the exquisite cake 
designed by Mary Cox) by,Irene Haig and the former and 
present presidents; poor health prevented 1957 executive 
members Tom Wrightmeyer, Ken Bird, and Veva Robson from 
attending and work in Toronto made Tom Ransom unable to 
come and share in this special party.

k. Draws for books (including Nick and Helma Mika's new
book Bridge on the Bay of Quinte) provided by the Mikas 
and Gerry Boyce . ,l. Special presentations to the Andre Merciers. 140 slides 
of past events, flowers by George Super, etc., etc.,

NOTES AND QUOTES, 
NEWS AND V±EWS,
DOTS AND DASHER 
AND SQUIBS 
from the 
HASTINGS COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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