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President’s 2007 Annual 
Report ~ Excerpts     by Orland French 

The year 2007 was a series of successes and a major 
disappointment. We continued to enjoy entertaining and 
interesting speakers, had an educational and delightful 
bus tour (Rum Runners of Prince Edward County), and 
raised enough money to pay our bills and squirrel some 
away for future requirements. However, we have failed 
to spark any substantial interest among our local elected 
representatives in relocating our archives. In light of this 
we have formed a committee (Archives Relocation 
Committee) consisting of representatives of the Histori-
cal Society and members of the councils of the City of 
Belleville, County of Hastings and City of Quinte West. 
We will complete the formation of a business plan in the 
early part of 2008 and press our case for a new archives 
home with our local civic leaders 
At year’s end, the Hastings County Historical Society 
was financially very healthy. In addition to revenues 
from a bus tour and the banquet, we received a $20,000 
bequest from the estate of Mary McConnell. Altogether, 
we have more than $50,000 in our reserves. We will 
need all that and more when (not if) we have the occa-
sion to outfit and equip a new archives centre. 
The Intelligencer continues to swell our archive collec-
tion. In the previous year, we had received a large num-
ber of bundles of Intelligencers from Prince Edward 
County Archives. In 2007, the Intelligencer donated all 
of its photo negatives to the archives. This is indeed a 
rich pictorial treasure.  
The Archive Angels, directed by Heritage Advisor 
Gerry Boyce, deserve a special mention for their enthu-
siastic work at the Heritage Centre. Their preparation of 
special displays for Canada Day, Archives Awareness 
Week, schools and the Quinte Mall constitute a huge 
part of our education and outreach program. 
We wish to thank the Seventh Town Historical Society 
and the Trenton Public Library for donating microfilm 
readers to the Hastings Heritage Centre. These add to 
our ability to serve researchers. Thanks also to Friends 
of the Archives of Ontario, which organization awarded 
us a grant of $400 to be used for educational purposes 
and to provide archival quality boxes for negatives.  

Rum Runners Tour Scheduled for 
May 10, 2008               by Bill Hunt                 
 

Last year the Rum Runners tour covered the east side of 
Prince Edward County. This year it will focus on their 
haunts on the county’s west side. It will be a very differ-
ent tour in many ways with visits to Foster Ward to see 
Rum Runners’ residences and boat houses; Corbyville, 
where infamous smugglers like Ben Kerr, Doc Wel-
banks, and others took the booze money collected from 
American bootleggers to Corby’s Distillery; to Trenton 
where Ben Kerr’s mistress worked as an actress; to the 
Consecon docks where the fishermen`s fleet left for their 
bi-weekly run to Rochester. We’ll have lunch in Wel-
lington. Tickets available at next HCHS meeting Febru-
ary 19th, or call Vera Morton at 613-966-4859.  

Chisholm Lumber Mill 
Local Family Business Still  
Going Strong After 150 Years 

Doug Chisholm and his son Peter celebrated Chisholm 
Lumber Mill’s 150th anniversary in 2007. Doug was 
guest speaker at this year’s inaugural meeting of the 
Historical Society. His presentation recounted the history 
of his company and its current operations in Roslin. He 
and Peter are shown here holding a company anniver-
sary promotional sticker. See story about the mill on 



Belleville Flood 
March, 1936 
The Hastings County Heritage Centre has 
a good collection of Moira River flood 
photographs and the problems flooding 
caused in downtown Belleville. This 
photo, which is actually taken from a post-
card, has wrecked the foot bridge running 
from Coleman Street to Front Street. The 
billboard in the background reads Harold 
Lloyd, The Milky Way. We hope the little 
dog investigating the damage got back to 
terra firma before the ice moved again. 
The past couple of years a tugboat has 
broken up the river mouth ice in an at-
tempt to solve the problem. 
 

 

Chisholm Lumber Mill In Roslin 
   After graduating from universities in Canada and 
the United States and working in far-off places like 
the Middle East, Southeast Asia and Africa, Doug 
Chisholm returned home to Roslin in the early 1980s 
to become a fifth generation management member of 
the family’s lumber business based in Roslin. In 
2007, looking for a project to celebrate the com-
pany’s 150 years of operation, Chisholm Lumber 
joined with Habitat for Humanity and built a house. 
Work started in August and by November the family 
for whom the house was provided were moved in. 
   Back in 1857 is was Doug Chisholm’s great great 
grandfather William Fraser Chisholm who moved 
from Marmora to Roslin to start the business. As 
Doug recollects the last log drive down the Moira 
River to Roslin was in 1909. Today lumber is trucked 
in from as far away as Bancroft and Denbigh. Last 
year saw the mill process between five and six mil-
lion board feet of lumber with a work force of ap-
proximately thirty-five people and an excellent safety 
record. About half the employees, Doug said during 
his presentation, have been with the company over 
twenty years.  
   Doug credits the company’s continued success, in 
part, to diversification. The company has a house 
building division and a Tim-Br Mart operation. It is a 
member of the Canadian Lumberman Association, 
the Ontario Forestry Association, and other like or-
ganizations. The recent downturn in the US housing 
industry and competing lumber products from China 
are two of Chisholm Lumber Mill’s current major 
business concerns.  

Our Committee continues to work with local Councillors 
towards a better home for our archives.  We met again on 
January 25 and continued discussions on potential loca-
tion and business plan. 
   We are sometimes asked the question what exactly is 
an archives, and what is it that we are trying to achieve?  
An archives (sometimes called an “archive,” but derived 
from the French word “archives” in the singular) can re-
fer to a collection of historical records, or to the facility 
where these records are kept.  An archives facility holds 
the archives collection, and in most cases also includes a 
set of programs that provide various archival services.  
   Our archives facility is overcrowded and has problems 
with its environment, but overall it does provide safe and 
secure preservation of our collection of historical docu-
ments, photographs, maps, and other material.  The archi-
val collection is original material that provides unique 
evidence and information that can never be restored once 
lost.  Unlike a published book, there is only one copy of 
an archival record, and the cost of copying or scanning 
(and maintaining) everything would be prohibitive.  Our 
documentary history deserves a better home – one with-
out mice or bats or mould problems – that would ensure 
the preservation of our heritage into the future. 
   Gerry Boyce and our wonderful team of Archives An-
gels provide excellent services for our archival collec-
tions.  They “arrange and describe” the records in inven-
tories and finding aids, so that information can be lo-
cated, retrieved, and used.  However, a lack of computer 
technology in our Archives has limited the work they can  
(cont’d on page 4) 

Archives Relocation Committee   
by Sharon White 



Belleville Hook & Ladder Company 

   Once upon a time a fire in town meant the arrival of 
the horse drawn fire wagon and its crew.  
   In accordance with the bylaw book dated 1868 for 
Moira Fire Company No. 1 (shown above), the fire 
Captain  and other company officers were to be elected 
annually. Any company member who left the company 
in time of fire or at any meeting or parade without con-
sent was to be fined one dollar. Intoxication while in 
uniform brought a fine of five dollars or expulsion 
from the company. 
   Every member of the company was expected to con-
tribute ten cents per month to the Accident Relief Fund. 
One-half of all donations received for services at fires 
were also applied to this fund.  In the event of incapaci-
tation arising while performing his duty during a fire a 

member could expect to receive three dollars  per week 
with “such relief to continue for three months and no 
longer.” 
   It was mandatory for members to attend the funeral of 
a Fire Company colleague. Failure to do so without 
valid cause or consent of the Captain resulted in a one 
dollar fine. Article V of the bylaw covered the com-
pany band. It was the Company’s responsibility to fur-
nish such instruments, music and uniforms as necessary 
to “keep the band in working order.” The band was ex-
pected to turn out for all Company occasions such as 
holidays and funerals. Smoking during meetings or 
while in procession was forbidden.  

Heritage Centre Hours for 2008 
 

The Heritage Centre in Cannifton is open on the fol-
lowing Mondays from 1 to 4 p.m.: February 4 & 18; 
March 3, 17, & 31. From April 7 through December 15 
it is open every Monday except holiday Mondays. It is 
also open the third Saturday of each month from Febru-
ary through November from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Celebrating Community Heritage 
At Belleville Public Library 
The theme for this regular library program for March 
11th is “Quinte Roots - Our Pioneers.” The HCHS will 
participate with a mounted display of historical photo-
graphs. It is planned to have pioneer games for children 
craft activities, and First Nations music. For more in-
formation you can contact the library at 613-968-6731. 
The website is www.bellevillelibrary.com. 



NEXT MEETING  

 

Tuesday, February 19, 2008 
 

Speakers 
Archive Angels 

Topic 
Archive Treasures 

 
Monthly meetings start at 7:30 and are held in 

the Auditorium of the Quinte Living  
Centre, 370 Front Street, Belleville 

Hastings County Historical Society Directors 
 
President     Orland French 
Vice-President    Dick Hughes 
Treasurer     Mike Shaw 
Secretary     Diane Sule 
Archive Location    Sharon White 
Membership & Outlook Distribution  Vera Morton 
Program     Doug Knutson 
Publicity     Bruce Bedell  
Outlook Editor    Bill Kennedy 
 
Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office 
in Cannifton. Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, On-

tario K0K 2K0. Outlook is published in January, February, March, 
April, May, September, October and November for the friends and 

members of the Hastings County Historical Society. The editor, Bill 
Kennedy, can be reached at 613-962-5991, or email 

<kennedypec@aol.com> 
 

   THE DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH ISSUE IS FEBRUARY 26, 2008 

Ghosts in the Library! 
Lisa Van Meer will be the speaker for the Belleville 
Public Library’s Brown Bag Lunch February presenta-
tion. The topic is “Ghost Hauntings.” The date is 
Wednesday, February 20 and the start time is 12 noon.  

Archives Relocation Committee (cont’d.) 
do. They provide reference services to researchers helping 
them to locate the archival resources to answer all manner of 
research questions. 
   Because of the nature of the original records, reference ser-
vice in an archives is more complex and time-intensive than in 
a library – and looking at large ledger books or maps also re-
quires more space.  They also “appraise and acquire” new do-
nations in accordance with our collections mandate – although 
we will need more space to acquire more records. They per-
form outreach and promotional activities to enhance public 
awareness of the community’s history and documentary heri-
tage, with exhibits, presentations, school visits, or assistance 
with anniversaries and other celebrations.  These services are 
all provided through many hours of work by dedicated volun-
teers, who work in a building that does not even have a tele-
phone.  They deserve a better work environment with modern 
technology! 
 
 

www.hastingshistory.ca 
Up & Running! 
 

   Our first draft website is now up and running. This is an ex-
perimental version and consists of two sections. There are 
“static” web pages that contain information about the society 
and a “forum” section where members can post news, an-
nouncements or any items that they feel may be of interest to 
other members. 
   Errors, omissions and suggestions can be sent to the link on 
the “About Us” page. 
   We (that’s hopefully all members) will be working  

on improving and adding new features during the year. We 
should have the Outlook up on the web site and available 
for viewing soon. Contact Orland French if you would like 
to help with getting a picture gallery up or Doug Knutson 
if you would like to help with getting some of our video 
clips posted.  
 

The Hastings Heritage Centre opened for business on Sep-
tember 19, 2001. On hand to celebrate the event were (left to 
right) Larry McCormack MP, Ian Reilly (Seventh Town His-
torical Society), the Hon. Lyle Vanclief MP and Minister of 
Agriculture, Ernie Parsons MPP, and Hazel Lloyst, President, 
Hastings County Historical Society.      

Photo by Gerry Boyce 

Heritage Centre Opening 
September 10, 2001 


