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Presqu’ile Park - “Almost an island”

Tuesday, 
May 16, 

1995
Auditorium of the 

Quinte Living 
Centre, 370 Front 
Street, Belleville

7:30 Coffee 
8:00 Meeting

Guest Speaker
Rey

Langstaff
Topic

The Life of an 
Infantryman and 
Prisoner of War

Rey joined the 
Hastings and Prince 
Edward Regiment 
(Hasty P’s) at the 

beginning of World 
War II in 1939. He 

was in France briefly 
before serving in 

Sicily and then in the 
Italian peninsula as a 

sniper. He was 
wounded and taken 

prisoner at the battle 
of the Moro River 

and spent the rest of 
the war in various 

concentration 
camps.He managed 
no fewer than seven 
escape attempts but 
was recaptured each 

time.

by Jean Williams 
Don Tyerman, Natural Heritage 

Co-ordinator at Presqu’ile, was 
guest speaker at the April 18, 
1995, meeting of the Hastings 
County Historical Society. Edu
cated in Belleville, Don went on 
to the University of Guelph for 
a BSc in biology. After working 
for 12 years in provincial parks, 
he has spent the past five years 
as Natural Heritage Educator.

Using slides Don presented a 
picture of Presqu’ile in the 
present as well as the past. Five 
thousand years ago the park 
would have been a series of is
lands, rather than a peninsula. But 
the sandbars grew and eventually 
connected the islands. To the 
west, the beach grows six feet 
every year.

Presqu’ile is a unique landform. 
There are many different habitats 
with many various species of 
vegetation and animal life. Shore 
birds are plentiful; some, such as 
the piping plover, are quite rare. 
Among the habitats are sand 
beaches, rocky shoreline and the 
fingers area which contains 
boreal forest. Much of the veg
etation is similar to that of 
Algonquin Park, with animals 
such as the red squirrel and por
cupine.

Part of the peninsula contains 
fields which were the cow pas
ture of a pioneer farm. From the 
marsh boardwalk one may ob
serve the great blue heron and 
there is a bird nesting site with
250,000 breeders. Herring gulls 
are banded so their migration pat
terns may be traced.

From showing us slides of na
ture in Presqu’ile, Don turned to 
its past with the many interest
ing characters and events. There

is no concrete evidence of na
tives using Presqu’ile although 
they probably did. The French 
coureurs de bois were the first 
Europeans to arrive and it is 
quite likely that Lasalle and 
Joliette passed by, however, 
United Empire Loyalists were 
the first white people to settle 
in the Brighton area in 1784.

Lieutenant Governor John 
Graves Simcoe commented on 
Presqu’ile’s excellent harbour 
and wanted to develop a ma
jor centre to be called Newcas
tle.

In actual fact the harbour was 
very shallow, and following the 
sinking of the vessel Speedy the 
town did not develop. Indeed 
Salt Point was the site of many 
shipwrecks.

During the War of 1812 a pi
rate named Bill Johnson oper

ated out of Presqu’ile.
The Presqu’ile lighthouse built 

in 1841 is the second oldest this 
side of the Great Lakes.

In the 1920s and 1930s 
Presqu’ile became a centre for 
rum running with the liquor 
trucked from Corbys. The most 
notable rumrunner was Ben Kerr 
who would run the liquor across 
the lake in his black boat 
Pollywog. His boat, which sank 
in 1929, has been located by 
divers.

At the moment the park is rais
ing funds for its new Marine 
Heritage Centre which will in
terpret the interesting facts from 
Presqu’ile’s early days.
The many slides taken from the 

air, as well as the historical slides 
made from old photographs con
tributed to Don Tyerman’s fas
cinating presentation.

The Architectural 
Conservancy o f Ontario 
Quinte Region Branch 

Calendar
Sunday, May 21,1995 2 p.m. Sidney 
Cemetery (White’s) Highway #2 just 
east of CFB Trenton

Sunday, June 18, - Grafton

Sunday, July 16, - Harrowsmith/ 
Yarker

Sunday, August 20, - Fish Lake/Bethesda

The Hastings County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N



The Liberation o f Holland
Canadian forces played an im

portant role in liberating the 
Netherlands in the final days of 
the war. They had fought battles 
through France and Belgium and 
in the Rhineland campaign to 
reach the Dutch border. Although 
German troops in the Nether
lands were weary and often in
experienced, they fought fiercely. 
Canal by Canal, House by 
House

In the beginning of April 1945, 
Canadian forces entered Holland 
in the south from Belgium. Of
ten helped with information pro
vided by Dutch resistance fight
ers, Canadian troops moved 
across Holland, recapturing ca^ 
nals and farmland from the Ger
mans. The Netherlands was com
pletely free by May 5, 1945. 

Canadian orders were to push 
the German troops occupying the 
northeast back to the sea, and to 
drive German troops in the west 
back into Germany. Canadian 
forces liberated cities such as 
Amsterdam, Rotterdam and The 
Hague where Dutch citizens had 
almost reached the end of their 
endurance from misery and star
vation. Canadians had to fight a 
house-by-house battle in 
Arnhem.
Canadian forces were well pre

pared to continue their push in 
western Holland beyond Utrecht 
all the way to the sea, but con
cern for the well-being of the 
Dutch citizens, who, ran the risk 
of having their country flooded 
if the panicked Germans opened 
the dykes, caused the advance to 
halt on April 12. On April 28, the 
Canadians negotiated a truce 
which permitted relief supplies 
to enter western Holland. 
Ending the “Hunger Winter” 

During the “Hunger Winter” of 
1944-45 food supplies were ex
hausted, fuel had run out and 
transportation was non-existent. 
Thousands perished of starvation 
and cold. On April 28,1945, the 
Germans and Allied forces 
agreed to a short-term, formal 
truce so food could be brought 
into Holland by air, sea, road and 
the inland waterways. To show 
their appreciation to the pilots 
who dropped food from the air, 
many Dutch people painted, 
“Thank you, Canadians!” on

their rooftops.
A Joyous Welcome
No part of western Europe was 

liberated at a more vital mo
ment than Holland, and the 
Dutch people cheered Canadian 
troops as one town after another 
was freed. The people of Hol
land have never forgotten their

During World War II, wom
en’s roles in society changed 
dramatically. Canada needed 
women to support the war ef
fort at home, to work at jobs that 
were traditionally held by men, 
and to serve in the military. 
Canadian women enthusiasti
cally embraced their new re
sponsibilities and ensured the 
success of Canada’s Victory 
Campaign.
“Roll Up Your Sleeves for 
Victory!”

During the war, many women 
took civilian jobs that had once 
been filled by men. Others 
worked shoulder-to-shoulder 
with men in factories, on air
fields and on farms.

They built parts for ships and 
airplanes and manufactured 
ammunition. They drove buses, 
taxis and streetcars. This was 
a Canadian first: thousands of 
women proving that they had 
the skills, strength and ability 
to do the work that men did.

• When the war started, only
600.000 women held perma
nent jobs. During the war their 
numbers doubled to 1,200,000.

• Women who worked with 
lumberjacks and loggers dur
ing the war were called 
“lumberjills.”

• C anada’s Elsie Gregory 
McGill, the world’s first 
woman to graduate from aero
nautical engineering, worked 
for Fairchild Aircraft Limited 
during the war. In 1940 her 
team’s design and production 
methods were turning out more 
than 100 “Hurricane” aircraft 
per month.
• At the peak of wartime em
ployment, in 1943 and 1944,
439.000 women worked in the 
service sector, 373,000 in 
manufacturing and 4,000 in

Canadian liberators. In honour 
of their gift of freedom the 
Dutch people have donated tu
lip bulbs yearly to Canada, and 
both countries continue to hold 
joint memorial observations.

Some members of the Dutch 
royal family lived in Canada 
during the war.

construction.
• Women’s smaller physical 

size and manual dexterity re
sulted in their being renowned 
for fine precision work in elec
tronics, optics and instrument 
assemblage.

• With their sons overseas 
many farm women had to take 
on extra work. One Alberta 
mother of nine sons, all of them 
either in the army or working 
in factories, rode a tractor, 
ploughed the fields, put up hay 
and hauled grain to elevators, 
all the while tending her gar
den, raising chickens, pigs and 
turkeys, and canning hundreds 
of jars of fruits and vegetables. 
Comrades in Arms

Many Canadian women 
wanted an active role in the war 
and lobbied the government to 
form military organizations for 
women. In 1941 and 1942, the 
military created its own wom
en’s forces, and women were 
now able to serve Canada in 
uniform.

• More than 50,000 women 
served in the armed forces.

• The Canadian Women’s 
Army Corps (CWACS) had 
21,600 members.

• The Women’s Royal Cana
dian Naval Service (Wrens) had 
7,100 members

• The W omen’s Division, 
Royal Canadian Air Force 
(WDs) had 17,400 members.

• 4,480 served in the nursing 
service in the war—3,656 in the 
Canadian W omen’s Army 
Corps, 481 in the Women’s Di
vision of the Royal Canadian 
Air Force and 343 in the Wom
en’s Royal Canadian Naval 
Service.
Keeping the Home Fires 
Burning

During the war, women ex-

For a brief time, in 1943, a bit 
of Canada became a bit of Hol
land.
A room in the Ottawa Civic 

Hospital was declared Dutch 
territory so Crown Princess 
Julianna’s daughter, Margriet, 
could be born with Dutch citi
zenship.

tended their charitable work to 
the war effort. They prepared 
parcels for Canadians overseas, 
gathered materials for scrap 
collection drives, and helped 
displaced persons by providing 
clothes and setting up refugee 
centres.
To deal with wartime shortages, 
women became experts at do
ing more with less. They made 
their own clothes and planted 
“Victory” gardens to supply 
much-needed fruits and vegeta
bles to their families and com
munities. In short, women, act
ing in the traditional role of 
homemakers, gave, saved and 
made do.

• Many women joined war re
lief clubs which were formed 
to improve the morale of the 
troops overseas. These clubs 
packaged canvas “ditty” bags 
with items such as chocolate, 
sewing kits and razor blades.
• Many commodities were ra

tioned. Weekly rations of food 
included 1 1/3 ounces of tea, 5 
1/3 ounces of coffee, 1/2 pound 
of sugar and 1/2 pound of but
ter. Other rationed items in
cluded meat, whiskey and gaso
line.

• So much of Canada’s silk 
and nylon was used by the 
armed forces that women 
couldn’t find the seamed stock
ings that were in fashion. 
Rather, some resorted to paint, 
drawing a line up the backs of 
their legs.

• To save fabric and buttons 
for uniforms, the government 
forbade many “extras” on 
manufactured clothing such as 
more than nine buttons on a 
dress, any hem in excess of two 
inches, cuffs on pants, double- 
breasted jackets, and flap pock
ets.

Women in the war



Memories fade, but I ’m sure 
some of you have vivid 
memories of events 50 years 
ago. A few of you served with 
distinction in the Forces at that 
time; you recall the end of 
carnage and hopes for future 
peace. Others recall growing 
up in Canada, constantly 
aware of the local war effort 
and the grow ing m ilitary 
losses. As an almost-teenager, 
I remember weekly purchases 
of War Savings stamps, ration 
books, news about older 
friends in the Forces, military 
parades (tanks rum bled 
through the streets of Hamil
ton), short and non-colour 
comic books, and most of all, 
media coverage of the final 
stages. Radio brought BBC 
newscasts, compelling reports 
from  Canadian war corre
spondents, and finally, sounds 
of peace. I recall the VE Day 
celebrations in downtown 
Hamilton; schools closed for 
the day. We knew VJ Day 
would not be far away. We 
didn ’ t know the power of the 
new weapon would bring it 
about.

You may be too young to 
have memories of World War 
II. But you are learning about 
it from the media. You are 
confronted with front-page 
1945 reprints of The Trenton 
Courier-Advocate, The 
Napanee Beaver, The 
Intelligencer, etc. The faces 
o f the dead, wounded and 
m issing-in-action have an 
impact on every reader.

Dare We Forget recognizes 
the 50th anniversary of the 
end of the war. The book is 
the brainchild of writer Ruth 
Howard and is the work of the 
Quinte Writers’ Guild. It was 
officially launched on April 
30 during a day-long gather
ing in the Quinte Veterans As

sociation Hall on Elmwood 
Drive. In addition to veterans, 
the book deals with home 
front stories and highlights 
Frank R isteen, the well- 
known veteran of World War 
I. Only 500 copies were 
printed and the book should 
be an early sellout. The Quinte 
Writers’ Guild hopes to have 
a second volume available 
later this year, possibly in time 
for Remembrance Day. Con
gratulations to the people who 
made the stories, the authors 
who wrote them up, the Guild 
and its m em bers who a r
ranged publication, and the 
Quinte Veterans’ Association 
Inc. for assisting in the book 
launch.

Victory In Europe is a suc
cessful series in The 
Intelligencer looking at the 
last days of the war. Report
ers interviewed veterans, in
cluding (April 26) retired 
General C hester Hull o f 
Rednersville, a former direc
tor of our Society. Chester re
called his service as com 
manding officer of a base at 
Leeming, England. His planes 
were carrying out regular raids 
up to within a week of the end 
of the war. Starting on VE 
Day, the Lancasters were used 
to pick up and return prison
ers of war. Victory in Europe 
also included “Lest we for
get,” illustrated biographies of 
local participants who died in 
the war.

VE Day - Trenton Remem
bers (The Trentonian, April 
19) highlighted the HMCS 
Trentonian. Mementos of the 
vessel include a scrapbook in 
the Trenton Library. Prepared 
by Hazel Farley, it contains 
correspondence from the 
ship’s captain, Lt. William 
Harrison, to Hazel. Inciden
tally, Hazel was Trenton’s

official representative on our 
Society’s executive in 1961 
when the museum on Church 
Street opened. She convinced 
Trenton Council to make an 
annual grant to the museum.

Heritage B elleville’s Re
search Team presented two 
pamphlets to City Council on 
May 1: Belleville City Hall: 
A Self-Guided Tour and Re
searching a Historical Build
ing in Belleville: Suggested 
Guidelines and Procedures.

Oops. Apologies to Bill and 
Kathy Findlay of Stirling. We 
gave an incorrect address for 
their Connor House project. 
I t’s at 240 Pinnacle Street, 
across from the Corby L i
brary. The Findlays have pre
served the historic qualities of 
the hom e and offer baked 
goods, bulk foods, lunches, 
arts and crafts, etc.

How appropriate - Tweed’s 
jailhouse, described as “North 
A m erica’s Sm allest
Jailhouse” is now used as an 
office by Community Police 
Officer Bill Terc. Visitors are 
welcome to drop by whenever 
the office is open.

Happy 150th Birthday to St. 
George’s Anglican Church, 
Trenton.

Congratulations to Marlene 
B rant-C astellano o f Trent 
University’s Native Studies

Department. A resident of the 
Tyendinaga Territory, Marlene 
is a recipient of the Order of 
Ontario

Some coming events:

• May 14 - Launching of The 
Spirit o f Quinte, a 30-foot 
bateau, at the South George 
Street boat ramp, Belleville.

• July 1 - The Stirling Histori
cal Society will hold its Canada 
Day celebrations at the village’s 
historic Grand Trunk/CN sta
tion. The day will include a flea 
market, “Grand Trunk Sale,” 
music, refreshments and free 
tours of the station/museum. 
Call Lewis Zandbergen for 
details at 395-3022.

• July 1 - The Great North 
American Race will arrive at 
the Automotive Evolution Cen
tre on Lahr Drive. The race, ac
tually an endurance rally, is 
from Ottawa to Mexico City.

• July?? - Fresh from its suc
cess in raising the cupola on the 
village hall, the Madoc Histori
cal Foundation is to help with 
another “tower raising”. Watch 
the friendly skies of Madoc.

• September - The next issue of 
Outlook will appear in early 
September; look for my next 
column then.

In the meantime, help com 
memorate and celebrate our 
heritage.

Editor’s note:
Issue #126 was improperly 
numbered and dated. The 

banner on page #1 
should have read “Issue 

J T  #126 April 1995.” My 
H ^^apologies.

Look for issue #128 in 
early September.



Your County 
Museum

257 Bridge Street East, Belleville, Ontario, K8N 1P4 (613) 962-2329

Two Weeks in 
May Festival 
of the Arts
Presented by Northern 
Telecom
Come to the Hastings County 
Museum to enjoy the following 
festival events:
Quinte Needlearts Guild Display
and Demonstration
May 6 and 7
1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
On display will be several con
temporary pieces worked by the 
members o f the Quinte 
Needlearts Guild. As well, mem
bers of the Guild will be demon
strating their handiwork. Re
freshments will be served. Regu
lar admission charged.

Welcome to our 
temporary eduction 
co-ordinator
Christine Zaporzan has tempo
rarily joined the staff of the 
Hastings County Museum. 
Christine’s duties include or
ganizing and implementing 
education and public pro
grammes and marketing the 
museum. Christine has a B.A. 
honours History and B. Edu
cation from Queen’s and has 
had three years of marketing 
experience in the private sec
tor. Christine also worked at the 
Hastings County Museum in 
1994 for several months. The 
staff and volunteers at the 
museum look forward to work
ing with Christine.

Hastings County Museum is for the Birds!
From April 19 to May 28, the Hastings County Museum is host
ing two travelling exhibits from the Royal Ontario Museum fea
turing owls and waterfowl. In addition, two in-house exhibits will 
be on display - decoys on loan from various local residents, and 
taxidermied birds on loan from the Trent Port Historical Society.
The museum staff and volunteers invite you to bring friends and 
family to enjoy these amazing exhibits of Ontario’s feathered 
friends. Open Tuesday to Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

if f
School classes taking part in our owl and waterfowl programme 
will be involved in many exciting activities, including an exami
nation of owl pellets.

Dressing up the Dooryard
Come into the Garden with Jeanne Minhinnick

Saturday, May 27, 1995 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. at Macaulay Heritage Park, Picton, 
Ontario. This one day seminar 
celebrates the life and work of 
Jeanne Minhinnick, 
whose special skills 
and knowledge left a 
lasting legacy with 
many heritage sites 
across Ontario.
Sessions and speakers will 
explore the research and 
restoration of historic gardens. To register 
either call the Ontario Historical Society at 
416-226-9011 or pick up a registration 
form at the Hastings County Museum.

Textile Conservation 
Workshop

May 14

10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

A Loonie for a Loonie
Decoy Lecture and Appraisal 

Session

Using the same methods practised by museum personnel, par
ticipants will learn a variety of methods for preserving all types 
of textiles. Bring along your historic or precious textiles for a 
condition evaluation and advise. Please call to pre-register 962- 
2329. Cost is $20.00 per participant GST included.

May 1^1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Steven Lloyd, a leading 
expert on historic decoys 
will give a brief lecture on de
coys followed by an appraisal 
session. Regular admission 
charged and $1.00 per decoy 
to be appraised

O utlook is published monthly for the Friends and 
Members of the Hastings County Historical Society
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