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Next Meeting
Tuesday April 19 "A Salute to 

Sydney Township” featuring Past - President 
Gerry Boyce. Sydney is celebrating its 
Bicentennial in 1990, one of the first 
municipalities to form a local government.

Gerry will give an illustrated look 
at Sydney Township and its history. We will 
learn about Lord Sydney and his attachment to 
it; Why May 16, 1990 is an important date; 
and why Sydney is unique in terms of local 
government, Gerry will also deal with the 
question of poverty and its influence.

The meeting will be held at 8pm at 
Sydney Township Hall, Tucker's Corners. For 
those needing rides, call Jack Arthur (966- 
3918) or another member of the executive from 
H.C.H.S., listed in the last issue.

Choosing a national flag
For centuries, the colours red, white and blue 

have been linked to the history of what are 
known as the founding nations of Canada: 
France, England, Scotland and Ireland. So it 
is not surprising that in the twentieth century 
the question of a choice of flag for Canada 
centred around these three colours. And since 
popular opinion readily confuses heraldry and 
politics, it is worth noting that the two largest 
political parties in this country are associated 
with the colours red and blue. ’

The need to find a national flag for Canada 
became apparent at the time of Confederation. 
Although it had no official status, the Red 
Ensign of the British merchant marine — with 
a shield bearing the arms of the first four 
provinces to enter Confederation in the fly — 
began serving as a national symbol. The royal 
crown was placed above the shield, with a gar
land of maple leaves around it. Later on, a 
beaver on a log and, sometimes, oak leaves 
were added. This flag was flown both on land 
and at sea, and as new provinces entered Con
federation, their arms were added to the shield.

The Red Ensign had been part of Canada's 
history for centuries. The Hudson's Bay Com
pany and the North West Company had both 
flown it from their forts, with their respective 
monograms in the fly. Over the centuries, it 
was generally regarded as the national flag, 
and Canadian troops flew it on the battlefields 
during World War II. Some even considered
it the perfect emblem for Canady/
In the early twentieth century, some federal 

public servants had succeeded in replacing the 
Red Ensign on government buildings by the 
Union Jack, which they considered to be 
the official flag. When the Mackenzie King 
government established a committee to study 
the issue in 1925, there was a general outcry 
against any attack on the Union Jack. Then 
King found himself leading a minority govern
ment, and he immediately backed off from this 
controversial issue. In 1945, the question of a 
national flag came up again. Since the Statute 
of Westminster in 1931, Canada had had inde
pendent status for all practical purposes. It had 
also recently made a significant contribution

to the war effort. As the debate over a national 
flag was becoming serious, a joint committee 
of the Senate and House of Commons was set 
up. The committee was faced with at least five 
major positions: 1) keep the Union Jack; 
2) keep the Canadian Red Ensign or a varia
tion; 3) choose a flag on which the Union Jack 
would be given pride of place; 4) choose a com
pletely new flag; 5) choose a new flag, but con
tinue to fly the Union Jack as well. The debate 
bogged down, and King used the lack of con
sensus to reject the committee's report, which 
proposed a Red Ensign with a gold maple leaf 
bordered by white in the fly. Nevertheless, 
there were already signs of a growing move
ment to abandon colonial symbols in favour 
of a distinctive flag for the country.

Taking up this idea 
again, John Ross Matheson, the MP for Leeds 
and also Pearson's right-hand man in the fight 
for a national flag, had asked artist and heral- 
dist Alan B. Beddoe to produce some designs 
of a flag using the three red maple leaves on 
a white background. Beddoe prepared the



designs and added one of his own creation, 
with the maple leaves flanked by vertical blue 
bands. The simplicity of the message "Canada 
from sea to sea" pleased Pearson, who decided 
to make this last flag his battle standard. The 
flag, which took up the old colours — red, 
white and blue — had a great deal of merit 
from a symbolic point of view, but it did not 
have the flair expected of a national flag. The 
main criticism was that it was Pearson's baby, 
and it was dubbed the Pearson P en n an t^

The opposition voted for the single-leaf 
design, believing that the Liberals would con
tinue fighting to have the Pearson Pennant 
adopted. The vote in favour of the present flag 
was unanimous 14 to 0, with the president 
abstaining. The fight in Parliament would go 
on, however; closure finally had to be invoked 
before the Canadian flag was adopted by a 
vote of 163 to 78. It was also decided, by a vote 
of 185 to 25, that the Union Jack would con
tinue to be flown to signify Canada's partici
pation in the Commonwealth and its allegiance 
to the Crown.

The new Canadian flag was composed of the - 
colours granted to Canada in 1921 and the 
symbol most representative of Canadians, the 
maple leaf, all in carefully considered propor
tions. It had been the object of a bitter and 
exhausting battle, the details of which can be 
read in Hansard. Diefenbaker had counted on 
public support for the Red Ensign, an emblem 
that already had a long and glorious history 
in Canada, but which, for many, signified the 
perpetuation of a colonial mentality. Pearson 
and many other Canadians of the period felt 
that a multicultural and fully independent 
Canada needed a new and unique flag.

AUGUSTE VACHON 

The Archivist

A prosperous Sidney Township form os drawn in 1878 The stylized appeoronce of the form 
anim als and orchard trees was typical of the drawings prepared for the county otlases of 
that period.
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Details of 
$50-Million 

Partners Fund 
Announced

The Environmental Partners Fund, 
a $50-million, five-year federal 
government program is the first en
vironmental program, established on 
the basis of a fifty-fifty partnership 
between the federal government and 
the private sector.

Community groups, service clubs, 
environmental organizations, schools 
and youth groups can apply to En
vironment Canada for matching funds 
up to $200,000 to clean up and 
rehabilitate the environment at the 
community level.

Application forms and guides are 
available from Environment Canada 
offices in each province and territory. 
(Environment Update, December 
1989.)

First-rate 
Reference Book

Ontario Architecture, A Guide to 
Styles and Building Terms, 1784 to the 
Present by John Blumenson presents 
an overview of Ontario’s rich ar
chitectural heritage. The author 
identifies and illustrates architectural 
styles and features from 1784 to the 
present and from all comers of the 
province. He favors less well-known 
examples, the type of building seen 
along any street or rural highway, to 
high-profile public buildings. The 
book is abundantly illustrated and 
written in a clear, straight forward 
style.

It is available at Fitzhenry and 
Whiteside, 195 Allstate Parkway, 
Markham, Ontario, L3R 4T8, (416) 
477-0030. The price is $40.00.



VICTORIAN HOUSE TOUR, Village of Madoc, 
Sunday May 20th from 1 - 4 p.m. Come 
explore some of the Victoriana found 
in the heart of Hastings. Tickets are 
$7.00 per person and will be available 
at Greenley's Books, Belleville, Whisker's 
Country Shoppe and Wilson’s of Madoc. Also 
on the day of the tour, tickets will be 
available at The Olde Madoc Bake Shoppe 
Antiques on St. Lawrence St. W. In 
conjunction, St. John's Anglican Church, 
Durham St. N. will be' holding a Victorian 
Tea from 1 - 4 p.m. For more information, 
please telephone ^7 3 -2 6 2 3 .

Farm Residence of James P. Sharp, Con. IV, Lot 22, Sidney Township, 1878.NEW MEMBERS
We would like to welcome these new members to 
the society.
Pearl Herrington
Ruth Burrows
Debra Tosh and family
Mr. & Mrs. G. Ketcheson (Madoc)
Marjorie Simmons (Kingston)
Orval Berry Museum
Adele Dibben - a new life member 
New Corporate Sponsors
- IMC Staff of Hastings County Board of 

Education.
- Heritage Belleville.

LAST MONTH S MEETING
It was encouraging for the 

directors and programme committee to see such 
a large turnout at the March meeting. 
Elizabeth Mitchell entertained the group of 
over 100 members and visitors with a humerous 
account of everyday and political life 100 
years ag o .

Gerry Boyce provided us with an 
introduction of the evenings speaker. Dr. 
Heather McKillop. Dr. McKillop presented an 
illustrated talk on the St. Thomas Cemetary 
excavation. She described the reasons for 
the dig; and the process and care under which 
they proceeded. A most interesting and 
informative evening. Past president John 
Anderson thanked Dr. McKillop on behalf of 
the society.

A write-up from the Belleville 
Intelligencer by Jennifer Read follows.

ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVANCY 
OF ONTARIO Inc.,

Quinte Region Branch 
1990 Series

MEN I E
Sunday, Apr. 15, 2:00 p.m.

Brass band, literary society and 
debating club are a memory; cobbler and 
milliner have gone; Menie’s first gener
al store of 1858 is moved to Lang Cent
ury Village; carriage factory and cheese 
factory are closed; but this isolated 
hamlet built by Scottish settlers still 
boasts a marvellous group of old houses, 
some of stone.

Meet 2 pm at Women's Institute hall 
(pictured above).

To find Menie. go to Hoard's Sta
tion on Co Rd 8 of Northumberland; turn 
north on gravel road at west end; go 
north to second road and turn left.

Tea A cookies about 4 pm.
No charge, everyone is invited.

Info: (613) 476-7221. (705) 653-1998.
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Province matches donations for cemetery research
By JENNIFER READ 

Staff Reporter

Heather McKillop needs bucks for 
bones.

The archeologist challenges 
Belleville residents to match a pro
vincial government grant to research 
hundreds of human remains ex
cavated from St. Thomas Anglican 
Church last summer.

McKillop of Northeastern Ar
cheological Associates in Port Hope 
made the plea for funds at Tuesday’s 
meeting of the Hastings County 
Historical Society at the Quinte Liv
ing Centre.

McKillop -  a doctor of archeology -  
supervised the four-month excava

tion of part of the church’s cemetery, 
which unearthed 579 graves from an 
area previously thought to contain on
ly 90 burials.

The cemetery operated from 1821 to 
1874.

And she says the excavation — the 
largest of a pioneer-type cemetery in 
North America — must be thoroughly 
analyzed “to collect a wealth of in
formation about Belleville’s early 
settlers that can’t be found in 
historical records.”

McKillop told more than 100 society 
members and guests that the 
Ministry of Culture and Communica
tions’ cemeteries branch — which 
authorized the dig last year — has 
contributed $30,000 to Northeastern

and St. Thomas to analyze the 
skeletal remains before they are re- 
interred on church grounds this fall.

McKillop said the project — which 
began when St. Thomas applied to the 
province for permission to move the 
graves to build its new parish hall — 
“has incredible significance to not on
ly archeologists and scientists but to 
Belleville’s heritage.

“Analysis of the remains can tell us 
so much about what life was like for 
people in Belleville in the 19th cen
tury,” said McKillop. “So many 
traditions of those early times can be 
discerned through methods of burial, 
articles buried with the deceased and 
even from things like handles and 
nameplates of coffins.”

McKillop recounted many details of 
the excavation, noting the “care and 
dignity taken by archeologists and 
trained volunteers in uncovering and 
recording information on each of the 
graves.

“People might say unearthing that 
many bodies would lend an imper
sonal air to the excavation. But I 
want to say that each grave’s re
mains was treated as a new and 
distinct entity. We didn’t just dig up a 
lot of graves without regard for the 
people that had been buried there. ”

St. Thomas cemetery operated 
from 1821 to 1874. While it was 
originally designed to receive only 
graves of church members, McKillop

said “ it was obvious that it was the 
main burial ground for Belleville dur
ing that time period. ”

Two fires at the church in the late 
1800s destroyed many of the burial 
records stored there, McKillop said, 
“which led officials at St. Thomas to 
believe only about 90 people were 
buried in that part of the cemetery. ” 

She says analysis of the remains — 
now stored in the basement of the 
church — “should begin as soon as 
funds can be raised.

Members of the historical society 
approved the donation of $1,000 to the 
church project Tuesday. Those in
terested in making tax deductible 
donations can contact St. Thomas 
Church.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Just a little note to express my 
appreciation to your group. Last May I 
received a copy of your newsletter at the 
school I teach in. I read through the letter 
and thought it would tie into my grade seven 
history programme.

We did a local community study this 
fall and last week visited St. Alphonsus 
Church, in Wooler. The church has just 
celebrated its 100th anniversary. Father 
showed the class the old registers and let us 
visit the cemetary adjacent to the Church.

I used your "Explore A Cemetary in 
Hastings County" as a guide. We didn't 
complete everything and because of the 
weather and time didn't have all the things 
completed to send in. I did want you to know 
that we enjoyed the activity and those who 
were able to do tracings did a nice job.

Thanks for the guidelines and a fun 
activity for the class.

Mrs. Sheilah Burchart 
Sacred Heart School 

Batawa, Ontario

Pictured above is Ann Rowe, teacher of Tweed- 
Hungerford S.S with 2 participating students 
at the Education Week Activities at Glanmore 
House, February 1990.

Heritage Week awards
As part of a local community study during first semester, 

several Grade 8 students from Tweed-Hungerford Senior 
School participated in cemetery studies at Thomasburg, 
Moira, Parks, Allen and Actinolite. These studies were sub
mitted to the Hastings County Historical Society contest.

To celebrate Heritage Week in February, the following 
students received certificates of recognition: Andrea Gunn
ing, Anne Brown, Michelle Ellis, Gerald Thompson, Libby 
Masterson. Kim Spencer, Tara Howell, Angela Morton, 
Melissa Young, Tim Gallagher, Tanya Moore, Ruth Ket- 
cheson, Tara Lessard, Paul Buchanan, Melanie Crain, Tina 
Migas and Kirk Lessard.

The students found the cemetery project to be a unique 
and interesting experience.

THE TWEED NEWS. MARCH 7. 1990, PACE 3

Among the prominent cheese foctories in Hastings County was this one on 
he third concession of Sidney Township. The cheese maker was T. H. Irwin. 
Circa 1910).

ANSWER: That photo was taken where the new 
expansion of Quinte Christian High now 
stands, on Pinnacle St. Many of you will 
remember it as the Glen Roy Creamery. You 
can tour the site April 29 (Sunday), between 
1:30 and 4 pm.

THE G LO B E  A N D  M A IL , SA T U R D A Y , M A R C H  24, 1990 A 3

OUR THREE DAY 
SYMPOSIUM WILL 
TURN BOOK WORMS INTO TAPE WORMS.

The Notional Archives ot Canada is 
hosting an international symposium 
in Ottawa on the New Media trom 
Apnl 3 0  to May 3  to address the 
challenges and the opportunities 
associated with the selection, 
conservation and organization for 
public access ot moving image 
(film and television) and recorded p r p j j  
sound (oral history and radio 
broadcasting) documents. Guest 
speakers will include the U.K.'s 
Asa Briggs known for his study of 
the B BC. ond lorry Lichty from the 
U S A ,  known for his documen- 
tanes which make use of archival 
footage.

The Symposium programme 
and registration ore available from:

Symposium on the New Media 
International Counci on Archives 
PO  Box 3162 Station "D "
Ottawa. Ontario
Conoda KIP 6H7 Tel: (613) 9 96 -6996  
Attn: Lucie Roy Fox: (613) 995-6575
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