
H C H S  

3/1/74
ONTflRIIO'S HERITAGE TAKE IT TO HEART

ISSUE 74 FEBRUARY, 1989 Ontario Heritage Week February 20-26, 1989

The Newsletter of The Hastings County Historical Society
P.O. BOX 1418 - BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO K8N 5J1

NEXT MEETING
— HERITAGE DAY —

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20th at 8:00 pm

Hugh MacMillan, D. Litt., V.E., F.S.A. 
(Scot) is Archives Liaison Officer with 
the Archives of Ontario. Known widely 
as “ The Manuscript Sleuth” , Mr. 
MacMillan will be telling us about his 
adventures of discovery as he goes about 
his work of locating and acquiring early 
Ontario artifacts. His talk is designed to 
be a lively, informal and humourous 
discourse that will illustrate something of 
the heritage resources which the 
Archives hopes to make available 
throughout the province.

The Q.L.C. band will be on hand to 
open the meeting with the National 
Anthem.
Visitors and guest welcome to attend.
The Place: Quinte Living Centre, 370 

Front St., in Belleville.
Coffee and displays available from 7:30 

p.m.

PROGRAM FOR THE 
COMING MONTHS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18th
As part of February celebrations of 

Heritage Week, the Ontario Historical 
Society present:

HERITAGE SHOWCASE ’89 
Heritage groups will gather in 14 lo
cations across Ontario to show you 
through displays, exhibits and demon
strations by the many heritage assoc
iations, activities and places available in 
your community all year round.

Plan to attend the Belleville Heritage 
Shocase at Century Place - 9:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, 18th February. 
Your Society will be participating!

TUESDAY, MARCH 21st
Dorothy Duncan, Executive Director of 

the Ontario Historical Society will be 
speaking at our regular meeting on the 
topic of “ Ontario’s Changing Food 
Traditions” ; she will be tracing the 
history of food from the knowledge 
obtained by our first settlers from the 
native peoples to the international 
flavour of meals in the 1980’s.

Meeting will start at 8:00 p.m. and take 
place in the Quinte Living Centre.

ODDIE MUNRO AND ALWAY 
ANNOUNCE

HERITAGE WEEK ’89 CELEBRATIONS

TORONTO - Ontario Heritage Week '89 
will be celebrated across the province 
February 20 to 26, Culture and Com
munications Minister Lily Oddie Munro 
and Ontario Heritage Foundation Chair
man Richard Alway announced recently. 
Many of the Week’s activities will focus 
on the future as much as the past.

“ Ontario’s heritage is about our past, 
our present and our future,” said Dr. 
Oddie Munro. “ It is about the kind of 
province we will have in the future and 
the quality of our lives.”

“ Heritage presents tremendous oppor
tunities, now and in the future, in such 
areas as community revitalization and 
growth, cultural development and 
tourism,” Oddie Munro added.

"Heritage Week is designed to increase 
awareness of the scope and value of our 
heritage resources and to encourage 
participation in their preservation and 
development,” said Richard Alway. “ It 
is also a time to salute the thousands of 
volunteers involved in the heritage 
movement.”

1989 NEW DIRECTORS ELECTED

At its Annual Meeting on Tuesday, 
January 17th, the membership of the 
Society elected as directors for 1989 John 
Anderson, Jack Arthur, Beth Green, 
Janet Hoyer, Bill Hunt, Mary 
McConnell, Hilma Moir, Jean Williams 
and Bernard Wright. We welcome Jack 
Arthur and Hilma Moir as new members 
of the Board.
Election of the officers of the Society 

and appointment of committee chairmen 
will take place at the Board of Directors’ 
meeting to be held on February 6th.

RETIRING DIRECTORS HONOURED

Retiring directors Jack Bradford and 
Les Lennox were honoured at the Annual 
Meeting with presentation of Good 
Citizen Awards for their very worthy 
contributions to the Historical Society 
over the past 3 years as directors. Mr. 
Bradford had chaired the Membership 
Committee and the Display Committee in 
1988 and had also served on the 
Genealogy and Programme Committees.

Mr. Lennox chaired the Membership 
Committee in 1987 and the Programme 
Committee in 1988; he also held the 
office of Vice-President during the past

ANNUAL MEETING REPORT

Over 50 members and guests enjoyed a 
fine dinner in the Dining Room of the 
Quinte Living Centre, Belleville on Tues
day, January 17th. Mr. Henry Muth in 
dress uniform led the assembly from the 
auditorium into dinner with the stirring 
music of the bagpipes. Grace before the 
meal was provided by Alice Deline.

Copies of the Annual Reports for the 
year 1988 were distributed prior to the 
start of the Annual meeting which 
followed dinner. The Report, an in
novation this year, could become a 
regular feature if interest warrants it. 
For those who were not present, copies 
of the Report will be available at the 
meeting on February 20th or can be 
obtained by calling 968-2131.
At the meeting, Bill Hunt delivered a 

humourous account of “ Minus 100’ and 
Jean Williams spoke of the highlights of 
the Report: the year-end Financial 
Report by Treasurer Adele Dibben was 
approved as was the Budget for 1989 
which was presented by Chester Hull; 
Chester also provided the Auditor’s 
Report. Jean Williams won a copy of 
“ Belleville City Hall,” the new book by 
Gerry Boyce which he kindly donated; 
Gerry thanked those members of the 
Society who assisted in the research for 
preparation of the book. Janet Hoyer 
was the lucky winner of the draw for a 
1989 Society membership.

ONTARIO ASSOCIATION 
OF ARCHIVISTS

The Ontario Association of Archivists 
announces that YOUR PAPER 
TREASURES, a showcase to the public 
on what archives and archivists do, will 
be hosted for Eastern Ontario by 
Kingston in 1989, 31 March and 1 April. 
It is intended to promote archival aware
ness and general preservation of our 
documentary heritage, focusing on the 
area from Belleville to Cornwall and 
north.
Some demonstrations and workshops in 

the planning stage are papermaking, 
family history researching, conservation 
advice on how to care for scrapbooks and 
old photos, an identification booth for 
archives from under your own roof, 
multicultural display, an operating 
printing press and more. The two-day 
fair plans to invite school children and 
municipal clerks during Friday and the 
entire community Friday through 
Saturday.
The time and place will be the Wilson 

Room and meeting rooms of the 
Kingston Public Library, 130 John St., 
Friday 31 March (9 to 9) and Saturday 1 
April (9 to 5). Admission free.
For information call Shirley Spragge, 

(613) 545-2378 (daytime).

CONSUMING PASSIONS: 
EATING & DRINKING TRADITIONS 

IN ONTARIO

This theme conference, at the Radisson 
Hotel in Ottawa, May 4-6, 1989 will 
trace our changing food traditions over 
the last two centuries. Beginning with 
the First Nations, we will explore the 
food and beverages of the military, the 
fur traders, the French and the pioneers. 
Speakers will also examine how changing



technology has affected food from the 
nineteenth century to today’s fast food 
outlets.

Sessions will be enhanced by samples 
of the foods and beverages from the 
historical periods under discussion.
For further information and application 

forms contact:
THE ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY

5151 Yonge Street 
Willowdale, Ontario 

M2N 5P5 
(416) 226-9011

CAPT. MEYERS or CAP’N CRUNCH

In the continuing skirmish with the 
W aterfront Festival Committee, Beth 
Green and John Anderson appeared as 
a deputation on behalf of the Historical 
Society before the Belleville City Council 
on Monday, January 9th. The issue: to 
protest the linking of the name of 
Captain John W. Meyers with the 
mascot and the logo of the Waterfront 
Festival.
Mary Beecroft Fryer of Toronto joined 

our deputation in speaking to Council. 
She is the author of “ The Loyalist Spy” 
and other fine historical books. She 
displayed a large doll dressed in the 
uniform of the Jessup’s Rangers of the 
1770’s which accurately depicted the real 
Captain Meyers in that period. This 
showed up well in the channel 4 
Cablevue coverage of the Council 
meeting on January 9th.
As a result of its deliberations, Council 

has requested the Waterfront Festival 
Committee to refrain from using the 
name “ Captain J.W. Meyers” in con
nection with any use of its Sailor 
caricature.

ONTARIO LAND REGISTRY 
OFFICE RECORDS

Further to the story in the last issue of 
OUTLOOK, replies to her letters have 
been received by Beth Green from the 
Archives of Ontario and the minister 
responsible. We were advised that 
Destruction Notices involving Instru
ments and Deeds have been temporarily 
stopped and the Archives is now re
viewing its decision; the review should 
be completed in early 1989.

PROVINCIAL GRANT RECEIVED 
FOR MICROFILMING

The Ministry of Culture and Commun
ications has approved our application for 
a grant to microfilm archival records of 
Belleville and Hastings County. A 
cheque for $1,045.00 has been received. 
The balance of the estim ated cost of 
$2,100.00 will be met from the Building 
Research fund and the General fund of 
the Society. The project is under the 
direction of Lois Foster.
The microfilm will be readily available 

to researchers of local history and 
genealogists and will be housed in the 
Society’s Archives in the Canadiana 
Room of the Belleville (Corvy) Public 
Library.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Mr. Hoyer:

I once had a copy of a map of the Bay of 
Quinte area showing the location of a 
village or hamlet known as Yerxville. It 
was not a modern map, but apparently 
one of an historical nature.
I’m informed by Mr. H. Mika of Mika 
Publishing Co., that such a map was 
printed and offered for sale some time 
ago.
If such a map is still available I would 
like to purchase one. I will forward you 
the purchase price immediately upon 
being so advised.
Thanking you for your trouble,
I remain,

Yours truly, 
C.A. Smith 

355 Blvd. Bellefleur 
St. Jean sur Richelieu 

Quebec J3B 1L2

NEW MEMBERS

We would like to welcome the 
following new members to H.C.H.S.
Cecil & Theresa Bums - Corbyville 
Wm. and Jennifer Kennedy - Corbyville 
Tommy & Don Leslie - Belleville 
Helen Earl - Belleville

SUNDAY, FEB. 19: ACO WALKING TOUR
“ Early Belleville Schools”  - meet at 2:00 p.m ., corner of Octavia & 
Catherine Streets; then to Albert College (pictured above) for talk, tour & 
refreshments.

Celebrate Ontario Heritage Week
Ideas that work

Fam ily project: S tart your own family archives — have g randparen ts, 
a u n ts  and  uncles record the ir family m em ories on video or audiotape, for 
the benefit of fu tu re  generations of the family.

Classroom  project: Ask each s tu d en t to w rite a le tter to a fu tu re  g ran d 
child, describing a favorite "piece of heritage” th a t the  s tu d en t w an ts to 
p ass  along. D onate the  le tte rs to the school library, to becom e p a rt of its 
perm anen t collection, and  publicize them  th rough the local m edia, to 
share  w ith o ther m em bers of the  com m unity. Not only will th is  project 
teach young people th a t heritage is p a rt of everyday life, em bracing m ore 
th an  m useum s an d  old buildings, b u t it will help to show  them  th a t they 
are part of the  heritage preservation  an d  tran sm ission  process. Many 
forms of heritage have been passed  to them  and  they, in tu rn , con tribu te  
to the heritage resources of succeeding generations.
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