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Your Historical Society's Plans for 2022 
by Richard Hughes, President 

I wish I could report to you that our long-suspended programs of great public events that we have prepared for you 
were all booked and ready to go. However, 2022 is beginning quite the same as 2021 began, with continued 
COVID-19 restrictions. We cannot hold public events when there is any danger for our members and friends or for 
our team of volunteers.  

Consequently, we will continue keeping several of our favourite programs in a suspended state: the Spring Bus 
Tour, the Fall Banquet and Celebration of Local History, the Monthly Public Presentations at Maranatha, and the 
public Plaque Unveiling Ceremonies at Quinte West and at Albert College, among others. But that does not mean 
that we are not busy planning special events to bring you both entertainment and information in 2022. We will 
continue to bring you public presentations through Zoom, in partnership with the library. Special speakers for 
January and February have been lined up and will be announced shortly.  

Also, we are still very busy bringing you an array of programs which you can enjoy during this long, cold winter, 
at home, anytime you wish to see them. On the Hastings County Historical Society YouTube channel, you will 
find seven public presentation videos plus five great documentary films, among others. You can also enjoy the full 
series of Road Trips in Hastings County on YourTV Quinte YouTube channel. Go to YouTube, then look for 
YourTV Quinte > Playlists > Road Trips in Hastings County.    

In addition, your Board is busy planning new and interesting programs and doing some very important 
housekeeping jobs to keep the Society state-of-the-art. We are redesigning our website to make it brighter, fresher 
and right up-to-date (our current website www.hastingshistory.ca continues to be the go-to site for news and 
information during this redesign work). We are also keeping our social media (Facebook and YouTube) complete 
and attractive. We have developed a new Directory of Heritage Organizations in Hastings County to bring together 
the 20 historical groups in our county so we can exchange information and be mutually supportive. In addition, 
some other new programs are in the development stages.  

As always, we would welcome your comments and suggestions on any aspect of the work of the Society. Any 
ideas on how we could better bring local history to you? 

You will be aware, each issue of the Outlook newsletter has three or four local, historical stories. Do you have 
stories that would fit this framework? We would welcome them. And no worry about your writing skills; we have 
great editors to polish the stories.  

Also, during the long, dark days of winter, how about some great reading material? The Society maintains a 
bookstore at the Community Archives (2nd floor Library building) with books that are entertaining, informative 
and just plain fun to read. Drop in, take a look! 

We would also encourage everyone to consider a 2022 membership in the Historical Society. This shows your 
support for the work of the Society and makes possible the projects we develop, bringing to you the great history 
of our community. There is a membership form on our website (www.hastingshistory.ca). 

You can contact us by email at president@hastingshistory.ca 

http://www.hastingshistory.ca
mailto:president@hastingshistory.ca


 

   

Bridge Street Church: Part 3 
Sheila Turnbull’s  

Continuing Legacy 
 

by Mary-Lynne Morgan, Retired  
Administrative Assistant (1984–2008) 

 

When Sheila Turnbull’s health declined, and Joy 
moved onto different employment, one of my 
greatest fears as Administrative Assistant of Bridge 
Street Church, was that all these innovative and well-
used food programs would disappear.   

One day a recent retiree from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Mel Plewes, appeared in my office and 
indicated that he had heard of our food programs, 
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that he was an avid cook, and that he would like to 
help. I introduced him to Sheila and the two got 
along famously. My prayers were answered!!! When 
Sheila died, Mel took over and ran the various food 
programs for many years, while Sue Catherwood 
scheduled all the volunteers—another major task! On 
Mel’s retirement from the food programs, more 
volunteers stepped up to take over: Steve Forrester, 
Bob Freeland, Rick Hammond, Dr. Ian Sinclair to 
name only a few.   

In recent years Steve van de Hoef has been hired to 
co-ordinate the Bridge Street food programs and 
liaise with other local and regional organizations 
dealing with food insecurity and homelessness. 
Unfortunately, many of the other outreach programs 
have since been discontinued, but the major Food 

 

It’s Reading Time Again 
 

by Michelle Hutchison 
 

What do you think of when you hear the word “atlas”? A collection of maps? 
Merriam-Webster defines the word as “a bound collection of tables, charts or 
plates” (online August 19, 2021). But the Heritage Atlas of Hastings County is 
so much more than that. To be sure, there are maps and tables, but this is not 
your average run-of-the-mill atlas! It’s not just another coffee-table book! 
Curious about how the land was formed? Did you wonder who first settled 
here? What about the roads and railways? No matter what your interest, you 
can find it here. Editor Orland French has compiled a plethora of well-known 
and some little-known facts about the land we know as Hastings County. This 
is a book to be looked at over and over again. Try it … you’ll be amazed! 
 
240 pages     $25 

William Hanthorn spent his early years growing up “back north” in the area of 
Coe Hill. Times were hard; life was unpredictable, but family and friends 
surrounded and supported one another. Some of the early pioneers along the 
Hastings Colonization Road were among his nearest and dearest. Just when it 
looked as if things couldn’t get worse, they did. So, hoping for a change in 
fortune, the family moved “out front” to Carrying Place. It wasn’t quite so 
tough, but life was still a hard scrabble. Told with humour, Joe Alcorn’s Boy 
follows the author from his younger days through to the time of his marriage 
to the love of his life and a bit beyond. In telling his tale, Hanthorn offers a 
personalized view of life’s changes lived from the early twentieth century to 
the 1970s.      
135 pages $18  

The leaves are but a distant memory … cold weather has arrived with a vengeance. We are hunkering 
down for the cold months. What better way to pass the time than with a good book as you snuggle 
under the blankets? 

Pick up your copy of these fine books at the Community Archives in the Library/Archives building, 2nd 
floor.  
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Ministry programs such as TGIF, Inn from the Cold 
and End of the Month still continue. Unfortunately 
for the time being, COVID has interrupted the latter 
two.  

As those food programs expanded, kitchen 
equipment needed to be upgraded with a commercial 
grade stove, dishwasher and refrigerator, along with 
several freezers housed in the former computer 
distribution space off the gym. However, with all the 
use over the years, the Bridge Street Church kitchen 
was in dire need of a complete renovation and 
updating, which finally occurred in 2018–2020. The 
new design also incorporated an upgraded ventilation 
system for the church gymnasium and all new 
commercial grade equipment and storage facilities, 
including a walk-in freezer.   

In partnership with the John Howard Society, the H 
& PE Public Health Unit and Grace Inn Shelter, and 
as a result of a generous grant from the Parrott 
Foundation, a daytime drop-in centre has recently 
been established for the homeless, complete with 
showers and laundry facilities, phones, wireless 
internet connectivity and a hot lunch daily. There are 
also harm-reduction and public health nursing 
services available on site. Partially funded by 
Hastings County Community and Social Services 
department and the City of Belleville social 
infrastructure program, this new daily program will 
go a long way to providing practical aid to the 
homeless and financially disadvantaged in this 
community—Sheila Turnbull’s legacy to this 
community. 

From its incorporation in 1973, the Bridge Street 
United Church Foundation has generously donated 
funds annually to support Bridge Street Church’s 
many forms of community outreach, ensuring that 
Bridge Street Church continues to be the community 
hub for those in need: the church with the heart in 
the heart of the city since 1815. 

 

 

Rocks That Go Boom  
in the Night 

 

by Orland French 
 

There's one thing that's consistently true about 
Hastings County. It's always on the move. When 
Belleville celebrated Confederation in 1867, the 
whole town was about 5.5 metres further east than it 
is now. That’s roughly 18 feet. The whole country 
has been adrift since Confederation and nobody has 

done a thing about it. Not a single prime minister 
from Sir John A. Macdonald to Justin Trudeau has 
proposed a bill to halt the drift of the country. 

This is the kind of foolish thinking you can get into 
when you start learning a bit about plate tectonics and 
continental drift. The Earth is covered with clumps of 
hardened crust, like the sections on a soccer ball, 
floating about on a molten inner core. These chunks 
bump and bang into each other, throwing up soaring 
mountain ranges, creating spectacular volcanoes and 
grinding away in thunderous earthquakes. 

It isn’t a speedy process. The rate of drift is about the 
same as the growth rate of a fingernail. But over 
millions of years, it adds up to a lot of kilometres. 

It can produce spectacular mineral messes. The 
Bancroft area is littered with pockets of many kinds 
of minerals not found even 100 kilometres away. This 
is the result of a collision of tectonic plates many 
hundreds of millions of years ago. 

Fortunately for Belleville and the rest of Hastings 
County, we’re nowhere near the edge of the North 
American plate. The western, and leading, edge of the 
plate is on the continent’s west coast. That’s where 
the west-moving North American plate is going head-
to-head against the east-moving Pacific plate, and a 
terrific struggle for dominance is going on. The 
results are upthrust mountains, erupting volcanoes 
and dangerous earthquakes. 

Not that the plate itself is always stable. It has 
developed minor cracks in its surface, along which 
runoff waters drain from the land. The Napanee River 
follows a northeast-southwest fault in the earth, as 
does the Salmon River that runs roughly parallel to it. 
The St. Lawrence River follows what is known to 
geologists as the St. Lawrence Rift, essentially a 
larger fault. 

Earthquakes can happen along fault lines, where rock 
faces are slipping past each other. About 1,500 
earthquakes are recorded every year in Canada, but 
this is a big country and there are far more interesting 
seismic areas than stable old eastern Ontario. 

While this area is not prone to earthquakes, they can 
happen. Anyone over the age of 75 who was living in 
Belleville in 1944 may recall the Cornwall 
earthquake. This quake, centred between Cornwall 
and Massena, N.Y., was Canada’s most expensive 
earthquake to that time, costing $2 million in damage 
in urban infrastructure. The toll today would be far 
higher. 

The lower Great Lakes basin records low to moderate 
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“intraplate” earthquakes which are more of a 
curiosity than a danger. Over my lifetime of living in 
central and eastern Ontario, I have experienced 
several earthquakes. That is, I felt or heard something 
unusual, made a note of the time, and learned later 
that a minor earthquake shock had been recorded. A 
few were in Ottawa, which is in a more active 
earthquake zone, and two were in Toronto. 

The 5.0-magnitude earthquake felt in Ottawa in 2010, 
which did some local damage in the capital, was felt 
here. All the hardwood floors in my older house 
began to creak at once, as if a hundred ghosts were 
treading heavily in all the rooms. Right away, I 
thought “earthquake” and made a note of the time. It 
struck at 1:41:41 p.m. and the vibrations arrived here 
a few minutes later. 

But no harm was done. Relax, you can sleep soundly 
in Stirling and Madoc. This is not a zone that goes 
boom in the night. Well, not very often. But, as those 
cautious geologist folks are likely to say, yes, it could 
happen. 

Sleep tight. 

Adapted from an article by Orland French in the 
Napanee Beaver. 

Information on earthquakes and fault lines in 
Hastings County can be found in the Heritage Atlas 
of Hastings County, reviewed elsewhere in this issue 
of Outlook. 

 

Stories from Two Early 
Cemeteries of Belleville 

by Richard Hughes 
 
A walk through the cemeteries in our community can 
be not only a good form of exercise but also very 
informative as we see the monuments of the early 
settlers, the people who created our community and 
often where they and their families came from. But 
what about those cemeteries that have completely 
disappeared; what about their stories?   

Most people are totally unaware that there was a 
cemetery just south of St. Michael's Church (beneath 
the current parking lot) which operated from 1829 to 
about 1856. And, there was a second cemetery beside 
Stanley Street, near the CN railyards, which operated 
from 1856 until about 1905. No monuments remain, 
no sign of the 2,200 people carried to these 
cemeteries by their grieving families to be laid to rest 
in these sacred grounds.   

The almost total lack of information on these two 
cemeteries prompted me to research the history of 
these cemeteries, the stories of life and death in the 
1800s and to record the names of the 2,200 persons 
buried there.   

The result is a new book (42 pages) entitled The 
Parish of St. Michael the Archangel – The Early 
Cemeteries. This book presents many stories 
including the history of St. Michael's, the evolving 
demographics through the 1800s, the effects of the 
pandemics, a tragic train accident, the development of 
funeral practices over the years and the names of the 
2,200 persons interred and their death dates.  

This book, published by the St. James Cemetery 
Board, is available at the Community Archives at the 
nominal price of $5. 

 
 

Air Heroes in the Making 
 

 by Doug Knutson 
Photos by Bobby Jo Morris and Doug Knutson 

 

This past August and September, an archaeological 
survey was conducted on the site of Camp Rathbun, 
just northeast of Deseronto. Camp Rathbun had been 
a WWI training airfield that was part of an ambitious 
plan to train thousands of airmen for the Royal Flying 
Corps (RFC) in an effort to replace the appalling 
losses on the Western Front. Camp Rathbun was one 
of several training facilities that sprang up across 
Ontario in 1917 and trained over 1,300 men (and 
nearly 2,000 at nearby Camp Mohawk) by war's end 
the following year. Camp Rathbun sprang into 
existence in just a month and became a sprawling 
complex with nine hangars, yet it virtually 
disappeared shortly after the war. 

Aviation archaeologist, Professor Michael Deal 
(Memorial University in Newfoundland), was excited 
to have the opportunity to do a proper survey of the 
Rathbun site. In fact, he came out of retirement to do 
it! Professor Deal says “Camp Rathbun is significant 
because it has the best archaeological footprint of the 
original WWI airfields in Ontario.” Blocked for 
several years by grant applications and then COVID-
19, the stars finally aligned, and Mike assembled a 
small but enthusiastic team of technicians and 
volunteers, and the survey began at the end of 
August.  

The few buildings still standing were examined: a 
crumbling guardhouse, the camp hospital which is 
now a farmhouse and an ammunition bunker (shown 
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below) in the woods which I found particularly 
haunting. Three of the nine hangars have survived. 
Two are now exhibit buildings at the Napanee 
Fairgrounds and another is a Public Works shed in 
Deseronto. A couple of fire hydrants in a farm field 
betray an earlier use of the space. 

Existing structures, known foundations and features 
were measured and positions recorded with a very 
accurate Trimble GPS device. Ground Penetrating 
Radar (GPR)—the very tool being used to locate 
unmarked graves at Residential Schools—was used 
to locate disturbances in the ground which indicated 
features not visible at the surface such as 
foundations. Another device used was an EM-31 (a 
ground conductivity meter) that uses electromagnetic 
current to detect the presence of iron in the ground 
such as pipes and other metal objects that might have 
been discarded around buildings. It was very useful 
for pinpointing where the camp dump was located.  

One of the most interesting aspects of the project was 
a surface survey of the camp dump. After a GPR 
survey, a grid was laid out in metre squares and then 
we got to sift through whatever we could find on the 
surface or protruding from it. From bricks to small 
shards of glass, hundreds of items were bagged, 
cleaned, sorted and catalogued. The more unique 
items were photographed and turned over to the 
RCAF Museum in Trenton. Some of the most 
interesting artifacts included a skate blade, an RFC 
emblem from a swagger stick, and part of a bi-plane's 
rigging.  

Several members of the Hastings County Historical 
Society participated in this work: 

John Lowry - “It was a real revelation to me that an 
important part of our Canadian aviation history was 
literally on our doorstep. I had driven past that 
location on the Deseronto Road numerous times and 
not having noticed the historical plaque there, had 

not realized that some one hundred years ago that 
field would have been a humming hive of activity 
with bi-planes soaring around overhead and all the 
hustle and bustle on the ground associated with an 
active air base. I also felt somewhat sombre to think 
that a number of those young men had been killed 
while in training to serve their country. I think that is 
something worthy of our attention.” 

Mapping an area with grid lines to begin the survey 

Cleaning the artifacts 

Measuring and positioning the foundations of one of the 
administration buildings using a drone 
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Doug Knutson - “As a wannabe archaeologist it was 
a dream come true to participate in this project. I 
recorded the entire 3-week project on video and plan 
to develop a documentary along the lines of Time 
Team or Digging for Britain. But I also got my hands 
dirty. During the surface survey I was thrilled to find 
some parts from a hundred-year-old radio! I first 
heard of this ambitious RFC program through my old 
friend Bill Hunt in his last book Dancing in the Sky. I 
thought of him often and knew that he would be 
delighted to know that this project was finally 

happening.” 
 
Bobby Jo Morris - “I am thankful that Lorrie Whalen 
from the Tyendinaga Reserve thought of me right 
away when she heard of this Rathbun Event. I am 
happy to be involved with any historical project that 
is done in our local area. I grew up in Deseronto and 
the local area and never knew about the camp. I am 
also thankful that Lisa Maracle and the Band 
Council gave approval to have the project 
documented. After sharing my pictures on Facebook, 
many locals were happy to learn of this camp as 
well. It was great learning and working with Mike 
Deal. I thoroughly enjoyed being there. It was fun!” 
 
Professor Mike Deal hopes to return to the Quinte 
area to give a public presentation on his findings 
possibly in the spring. This project will no doubt add 
to our understanding of the role our area played in 
the dawn of military aviation.  
 
 
 

A 19th Century Medallion 
Returns Home to Belleville 

 

by Donna Fano and Clifton Carbin 
 
An unusual gift, the Dufferin Medal, was recently 
given to the Sir James Whitney School for the Deaf. 
It belonged to one of its pupils who, in 1874, 
acquired it as an award for his excellence in school 
work. There were initial plans for a formal 
presentation in front of the students, staff, and 
alumni on October 20, 2020, during the school's 
150th anniversary. However, the school had to 
cancel its celebration event for one year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Dufferin Medal was a Canadian award instituted 
in 1873 by the Earl of Dufferin—Canada's third 
Governor General who served in that role from 1872 
to 1878. It was an official British commendation to 
Canadian students and athletes who had achieved 
high excellence in academics and athletics. Lord 
Dufferin and Lady Dufferin presented the medals to 
honorees annually through the end of their 
appointment in 1878. Dufferin Medals were the 
forerunner to the Governor General's awards. Many 
Canadian biographies often referenced the Dufferin 
Medals in gold, silver, and bronze; however, first 
place medals in proficiency categories, which did not 
involve competition, were rarely awarded. 

Four students at what was then called the Ontario 

Cataloguing the finds 

Bobby Jo Morris and John Lowry showing some of the finds, 
pieces of purple glass.  

RFC (Royal Flying 
Corps) button  



 

Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb 
received the Dufferin Medals. In 1874, the silver 
medal went to William Kay for general proficiency in 
the literary department. He had it in his trunk for over 
50 years and, in 1928, donated it to the school 
archives.  

At the Toronto Coin Expo in 2017, Dr. Clifton Carbin, 
the school's historian and former student from 1954 to 
1966, spotted an 1874 bronze Dufferin Medal for sale 
with an estimated value of $800 to $1,000. He 
recognized the student's name, "W. W. Smith," on the 
rim as William Wright Smith, who won it for his 
carpentry and cabinetwork excellence. Fortunately, it 
was unsold but did not go unnoticed. Clifton and 
Donna immediately and successfully raised sufficient 
funds to bring the medal back to the school before the 
next auction on the internet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clifton then contacted Jared Stapleton, the owner of 
Metro Coin and Banknote Company and the biannual 
Toronto Coin Expo, to reach and broker a deal with 
Gary Miller of Londinium Coins in St. Catharines, 
who had Smith's medal. Gary commented, "This is a 

feel-good story about how a medal was returned to 
where it belongs." And "I have a lot of academic 
medals, and honestly, I think rather than being sold 
to collectors, they would be far more valuable to the 
archives or museum of the school." Today, Smith's 
medal sits next to Kay's medal in a locked-up display 
at the school's archives. 

The January 8 to 21, 2019 issue of the Canadian 
Coin News featured a story about Smith's medal, 
entitled "1874 Governor General's medal returned to 
Ontario school.” 

Donna and Clifton are searching for two more 
Dufferin Medals, awarded to the school's students in 
1875. A silver medal to Isabella McKillop for 
general proficiency in the literary department and a 
bronze medal to Andrew Noyes for proficiency in 
the shoe-making shop. Please keep an eye out for 
them by emailing us at osdsjwarchives.ca or by 
telephone 613-967-2823.  

 
 

Life for the Homeless in 
Belleville 2022 vs 1913 

 

by Richard Hughes 
 

There has been a lot of discussion these days about 
the plight of those who face homelessness—how to 
provide them with food, warm lodgings, mental and 
physical help. There are no easy answers; indeed, 
caring for homeless people has been a challenge far 
back into history. Today the guiding principles seem 
to be compassion, understanding and assistance in 
many forms. That was certainly not the case some 
years ago. A story in the Weekly Ontario newspaper 
on August 7, 1913, illustrates the treatment accorded 
the homeless at that time—a stark contrast to the 
twenty-first century. 

“Albert Smith, a stranger in town, caused 
considerable commotion at the Schuster wharf 
yesterday afternoon about four o'clock. The officer 
who investigated heard a story that Smith had been 
scaring some little girls. He was locked up for 
drunkenness and was fined $10 or 15 days.  

“Thomas Jones and Edward Brown came up here 
from Kingston four days ago. They say they had a 
job ready but could not find boarding houses. Two 
nights they camped out under the midnight stars at 
Thurlow and got meals at farmhouses. Last night 
saw them lying in the grass on Meyers Street. They 
had been at one house asking for board. They were 
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W. W. Smith’s name is engraved on the 1874 
Dufferin Medal. 
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arrested by Constable Thompson for vagrancy.  

“In court this morning they were found guilty. The 
magistrate told them he thought a sentence for six 
months at the Central Prison would provide them 
with steady employment and cure them of the idea of 
sleeping out in the open. As they said they had 
worked in Kingston and Colborne, they were 
remanded one week for references.  

“Alexander Green, convicted of vagrancy a week ago 
pleaded for a chance to provide his wife with funds. 
He had not secured references and was given six 
months in the Central. William McDuff, his 
companion, was a soldier and draws a pension every 
quarter, although a young man. The magistrate said if 
the emigrant class would not look after itself, it 
would have to be taken care of by the authorities 
instead of being allowed to overrun the country.  

“Henry Bull will pay $10 and costs or rest for 30 
days in the county gaol. His conduct was disorderly 
and tended to cause a commotion on McAnnany. 
Some of his remarks were not parliamentary. He was 
not very drunk. The magistrate told Bull that the term 
in jail would give him opportunity to consider his 
past life and make a resolution to lead a better one.  

“William Fish was ordered off the streets and did not 
obey the order of the police. In consequence he was 
fined $3 or 10 days for being drunk.  

“Every freight comes into Belleville, carries besides 
food, machinery, material, a generous quantity of 
avoirdupois, known as the genus tramp or vagrant. 
From the east and west they come. Many drop off in 
this city and ply their trade which is begging, 
drinking if they can find the fluid intoxicating, 
walking up and down, lying in parks, talking of 
looking for work. If they are questioned on that 
score, and with hard luck stories which would make 
Baron Munchausen or Benvenuto Cellini sick with 
artistic envy, so carefully are they manufactured on 
the slight fabric of truth beneath.  

“Not one tramp walks from place to place these 
warm days. Boots are too hard to get. They must step 
up to their train as the ordinary man, only their 
unbought tickets are never called for unless by a 
railway constable or in the police station.” 

Note:  The names of the persons in the story have 
been changed; however, the rather loose grammatical 
structures of the newspaper have been retained.  
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