
Medicine through two centuriesHeritage Day 
Monday, 

February 19,1996
Auditorium  

Quinte Living Centre,

370 Front Street, Belleville

7:30 Coffee 
8:00 Meeting 

Guest Speaker 
David Taylor

Topic
Our Neighbours’ Keeper: 
the voluntary constable 

system in Prince Edward 
County and other parts 

of Ontario
David Taylor is the president 

of the Prince Edward County 
Historical Society and has been 
interested in local history most 
of his adult life. He has had a 
varied career as a soldier, news
paper reporter and photogra
pher, and later as managing 
editor of the Picton Gazette. He 
has the following publications 
to his credit: The Hart Pottery 
- Canada West; Kente Mission 
1668 - 1690; Prince Edward 
County Yarns as told by Dr. 
Howard Walmsley; Historical 
Guide to Prince Edward 
County (five editions); Intro
duction to the Splendour o f 
Prince Edward County; History 
o f Prince Edward County 
Courthouse and Gaol. In addi
tion he has written numerous 
articles on county history for 
County Magazine. In 1993 he 
was presented with the Canada 
commemorative medal for his 
involvement in heritage activi
ties.
Please note change of date.

by Jean Williams
On Tuesday, January 16,1996, 

a large audience heard Bruce 
Morgan M.D. FRCS(C) address 
the Hastings County Historical 
Society on the topic of “Physi
cians and Medicine in the Quinte 
Area.” He was introduced by 
Ken Douglas. Bom in Hamilton, 
Dr. Morgan served as a naviga
tor in the RCAF during World 
War II. At the end of the war he 
completed his medical studies at 
Queen’s and then enlisted in the 
Canadian Army’s Medical Serv
ice where he completed his fel
lowship in surgery. He came to 
Belleville in 1967 and is now 
retired.

Dr. Morgan began his presen
tation with the history of doc
tors in the Quinte area. Early 
doctors were interested in tem
perance and religion. Often they 
were involved in politics, for ex
ample as mayors of Belleville; 
two local doctors became min
isters of health.

In the early days women had 
to go to the United States for 
medical training, Dr. Emma 
Connor was an example.

Belleville’s first doctor came 
to the city in 1801 and died at 
the age of 47. At that time ap
prenticeship with a doctor was 
necessary.
Dr. Morgan made a special note 

of Doctor William Canniff who 
was bom in Thurlow Township 
in 1830. He attained his medi
cal degree from Toronto School 
of Medicine in 1854. Dr. Canniff 
led an interesting life, taking part 
in the Crimean War, the Ameri
can Civil War, and being present 
at the Fenian raids. In 1883 he 
became the first medical officer 
of health in Toronto. He prac
tised in both Brighton and

Belleville.
Family professions have 

been common in the Quinte 
area. Dr. Patrick Halket is a 
fourth-generation doctor. 
There have been many father

Dr. Bruce Morgan
Lewis Zandbergen photo courtesy 

The Community Press

and sons, with the Cronks 
being a good example. Dr. 
Sam Cronk practised in 
Belleville for 54 years and 
delivered 5,000 babies. His 
son, Bruce, did research in the 
Arctic and could have been a 
professor in medical school. 
Instead he joined his father’s

practice in Belleville and be
came an internist. Now retired 
he is doing volunteer medical 
work at Bella Bella, B.C.

There have been husband and 
wife teams as well—Dr. Harold 
Williamson doing orthopedic 
surgery and his wife, Evelyn, 
practising psychiatry. Dr. Bert 
Faulkner became Minister of 
Health and his son Dr. George 
Faulkner won the Military Cross 
in Asia.

In the early years doctors used 
their powers of observation and 
a stethoscope to diagnose ill
ness. With the advent of the X- 
ray, diagnoses became more 
accurate. Medical knowledge 
doubled every 10 years and 
soon diagnoses required more 
tests. Now home and short-term 
surgery has come into vogue.

Dr. Morgan ended his presen
tation with a video of photo
graphs of Belleville doctors 
which he has collected over the 
years. He invited the audience 
to give him any interesting in
formation they m ight have 
about these people.

Dr. Morgan was thanked by 
Edna Wright.

Architectural Conservancy of 
Ontario

Quinte Region Branch Calendar
Sunday, February 18 Cobourg (Wellington) 
Sunday, March 17 Slide presentation 
Sunday, April 21 Cherry Valley 
Sunday, May 19 Lonsdale 
Sunday, June 16 Macaulay House, Picton 
Sunday, July 21 Campbellford
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Birthday of the 
month:

Andrew  A rchibald M acdonald, born  
February 1 4 ,1829 , T hree Rivers, PE I. 
Youngest Father o f C onfederation. 
Lieutenant G overnor PEI 1884-1889. 
Nam ed to C anadian Senate 1891. D ied  
M arch 2 1 ,1 9 1 2

Hastings County Historical Society (HCHS) president Elizabeth Mitchell presented 
HCHA Logo Contest winner Jonathan Groenewegen with his prize at the Tues
day, January 6, meeting held at the Quinte Living Centre’s auditorium, Belleville. 
Jonathan is a Grade 12 student at Quinte Secondary School. The contest drew  
almost a dozen entrants, many of whom submitted multiple designs making the 
final decision difficult. First and second runners-up were Hercules Fortis and Susan 
Moshynski respectively. The new logo will be a permanent feature on the front 
page of this newsletter and will be used on society letterhead. Other plans for the 
logo are up for discussion. The society congratulates Jonathan and wishes him 
well in his future endeavours. Lewis Zandbergen photo courtesy The Community Press

From  the ed itor’s bookshelf
by L ew is Z andbergen

Women of the Klondike
written by Frances Backhouse
published by Whitecap Books
212 pages, illustrated, maps, notes, bibliography,
indexed
The Klondike has been the subject of many books 

including Pierre Berton’s Klondike: The Last Great 
Gold Rush-, and his mother’s, Laura Beatrice 
Berton, I Married the Klondike. However, apart 
from separate biographies written by the women 
who had experienced Klondike life firsthand, we 
have rarely seen a book which details in such depth 
with the part women played in the gold rush in 
the Yukon until now.

Frances Backhouse has taken the women who 
added to the everyday existence in the gold fields 
and made them come alive. Weaving a tale of pros
titutes, dance hall girls, missionaries, doctors, 
opportunists and hard-working wives, Ms. 
Backhouse has produced a book which is eminently 
readable and yet is packed with information. Pho
tographs, often picturing the subjects of the 
sketches, are sprinkled throughout the book add
ing to its wealth of information.
Ms. Backhouse has taken individuals and in short 

“sub-chapters” has told the stories of their lives 
in the Yukon, the effect they managed to have on 
the area and their successes and failures.

Perhaps the one startling fact about the book is 
the number of American women gracing its pages. 
As a matter of fact, American and other nation
alities outnumbered the Canadian women two to 
one in the book. At first glance this may seem like 
an unusually high ratio for what was by all ac
counts a Canadian event. However, the proxim
ity of the gold fields to the Yukon/Alaska border 
lured 50,000 American men and women north. 
According to Pierre Berton in the preface to the 
1972 edition of Klondike, Americans outnumbered 
Canadians by at least five to one. Given those odds, 
Ms. Backhouse has done an admirable job find
ing Canadian subjects for her book.

(

1996 has arrived! Have you renewed your membership? If not, the Society would appreciate receipt of 
your membership renewal as soon as possible. New members are also welcome. Please complete this form 
and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting, or send it by mail to the H astings  
C ounty H istorical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, O ntario K 8N  5J1.

M E M B E R SH IP C A TE G O R IES:
Individual $15.00 Life M em ber $150.00
Fam ily $20.00 Corporate Sponsor $50.00
Senior/Student $10.00 W om en’s Institute/
Senior Fam ily $15.00 O rganization $15.00

I also enclose a donation o f  $ _______toward the w ork  o f  the Society.

The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts for income Tax purposes will be for
warded to you with your membership card.



! \County News
by Gerry Boyc^J

Heritage Day is the third 
M onday in February - the 
19th. Although never pro
claimed as a national holiday, 
it is celebrated in many com
munities. Local events include 
our Society’s General Meet- 
ing/Celebration (7:30 p.m.), 
an open house at the Hastings 
County Museum with free ad
mission (1 to 4:30 p.m.) and 
special cerem onies at the 
Belleville City Council meet
ing (4 p.m.) M ayor Ross 
M cDougall, on behalf of 
council and H eritage 
Belleville (LACAC) will 
present Certificates of Com
mendation to property owners 
and individuals who have 
made outstanding contribu
tions to heritage. Heritage 
Belleville will present coun
cil with its annual report for 
1995.

Heritage Week also features 
these three events: 

M onum ents, m arkers, 
plaques and cornerstones will 
be the topic at a Brown Bag 
Lunch in the Corby Library 
Gallery on Wednesday, Feb
ruary 21, at 12 noon. The Her
itage Belleville Research 
Team of Mary Courneyea, 
Andrea Clark and Tara Shilof 
will give a multimedia pres
entation on their efforts to 
locate, capture on film and 
publicize Belleville’s many 
public and private m onu
ments, markers, plaques and 
cornerstones.

Heritage Belleville will be 
holding an open house in the 
Sir Mackenzie Bowell Room 
in City Hall on Wednesday, 
February 21, from 4 to 7 p.m. 
The R esearch Team  will 
present its findings and at 4:30 
p.m. Mayor McDougall will 
make presentations to archi
tectural students from Loyalist 
College, in recognition of their 
outstanding sketches of

B elleville buildings. The 
sketches will be displayed and 
light refreshm ents w ill be 
available.

A Heritage Showcase takes 
place at the Bay View Mall on 
Saturday, February 24, from 
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Several 
organizations from Hastings 
County (including Tweed and 
B elleville), Lennox and 
Addington County, and other 
Quinte area centres will have 
displays. Our Society, Herit
age Belleville, and the Hast
ings County M useum are 
among the participants. We

encourage all heritage groups 
to take part. Perhaps some 
groups can share display space 
and staffing. Contact Diane 
Oliver of the Bay View Mall 
at 966-5333 for more informa
tion.

A new book on Trenton is in 
the works. W riter/historian 
Lewis Zandbergen (editor of 
Outlook and a director of our 
society) has been contracted 
by Barry Penhale of Natural 
Heritage/Natural History to 
write a book on Trenton’s his
tory. Lewis wants “to tell the 
stories of everyday life and 
characters of the past.” He 
invites historical anecdotes, 
pictures and maps for inclu
sion. Contact Lewis at (613) 
395-3022 orP.O . Box 1481, 
Stirling, K0K 3E0. We wish 
Lewis well.

Did you know your society 
donated almost a thousand 
dollars worth of local histori
cal reference m aterials to 
schools in 1995? We believe 
students (and teachers) should 
be aware of their local herit

age.
The Marmora Women’s In

stitute shares this belief. It do
nated two books to Marmora 
Senior School They were writ
ten by M argaret Smith of 
Bancroft and contain stories 
of a young girl named Margy, 
growing up in Bancroft in the 
1930s.

The Bancroft Times contin
ues its “Time Travel” series of 
historical pictures. “Three 
timeless photos” from Arva 
Tryon (January 2) compare 
downtown Bancroft in 1890, 
1908 and 1924; a great way to 
show a changing community!

Hats off to the Marmora His
torical Foundation for placing 
an attractive plaque at Deloro 
to mark the origins and impor
tance of that village. Funding

came from the sale of Nevada 
tickets. Similar plaques are 
planned for the train station 
and the Pearce Mill site in 
Marmora.

Ontario Archaeology, the 
journal of the Ontario A r
chaeological Society, has pub
lished an excellent summary 
on “Glacial Kame” burial 
sites. These are Native Ameri
can burial sites discovered 
throughout southern Ontario, 
largely as the result of the re
moval of sand and gravel from 
glacial kames and sand hills. 
The 100-page article includes 
information on the Finlan site 
in Murray Township (six kilo
metres northwest of Trenton) 
discovered in 1964; the 
Trenton M ountain Site 
(Mount Pelion), where buri
als were discovered as early 
as 1881; and the Picton site in 
Hallowell Township, discov
ered in 1912. Several artifacts 
are pictured, including five 
birdstones from the Trenton 
Mountain site. The late Rev
erend Bowen P. Squire (whose 
historical paintings hang in

Glanmore, Loyalist College and 
elsewhere) was the archaeolo
gist who excavated the Finlan 
site. Some of the material was 
transferred  to the Canadian 
M useum  of C ivilization in 
1964, but Squire retained most. 
The article’s authors would like 
to know the location o f this 
Finlan material. If you can pro
vide information please contact 
me at 968-5023.

Ouch! For several years the 
heritage com m unity has 
awaited the passing of a new 
Ontario Heritage Act. There has 
been much consultation and 
planning. The draft bill and 
accompanying documents of
fered an expanded role/defini- 
tion for heritage and would have 
given m unicipalities more 
power to encourage the preser
vation of heritage structures. 
Now the Ministry of Citizen
ship, Culture and Recreation has 
announced that the priorities 
arising out of the Com mon 
Sense Revolution agenda pre
vent the government from re
viewing the draft legislation in 
the near future, possibly not 
until 1997. This decision is re
grettable. The present Heritage 
Act needs revision and soon.

Ouch again! Financial re
straints are impacting on many 
museums, art galleries and li
braries in Canada. The Toronto 
Star (January 27) highlighted 
institutions that have been sell
ing off treasures in order to raise 
operating funds.

Orval Berry is a private col
lector who operates a museum 
that is open to the public. The 
Orval Berry M useum  at 22 
Belleville Street, Frankford, 
houses “thousands of items re
lating to nearly every facet of 
life,” according to Intelligencer 
writer Bill Hunt (January 18).

The museum specializes in 
military history and includes 
uniform s from Hastings and 
Prince Edward Regiment Col. 
(Ret.) Angus Duffy and Lt. Gen. 
(Ret.) Chester Hull, the latter a 
former director of our Society. 
Further inform ation at 398- 
6531.

Remember to  celebrate Heritage 
Pay (February 19) and Heritage 

Week.



Your County M useum
257 Bridge Street East, Belleville, Ontario, K8N1P4 (613) 962-2329

Monday, February 19 
Heritage Day Open House

Free admission to Glanmore. Enjoy a 
tour and refreshments. See the Parks 
Canada exhibit “Shoes and Ships and 

Sealing Wax” which focuses on 
restoration of historic sites.

Open 1:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 24 

See the Hastings County Museum booth 
at the Bay View Mall.

'imilu treasures
A special exhibit, called Fam ily T reasures, w ill 

be open at the beginning o f  M arch. D uring the 
w eek  o f  February 19 w e w ill be accepting ten  
treasures to d isplay in the studio at G lanm ore. / jj 
Please call 962-2329 during that w eek  o f  /II 
inform ation  on  subm itting a treasure. L )}

Behind the scenes at 
the museum

During the March break (March 5 
to 15) visitors will have an opportu
nity to see what museums are all 
about. Tours with a staff member 
will be held at 2 p.m. daily. When 
group size allows, we will include 
the artifact storage area in the tour. 

We will be open Wednesday nights 
for March break. For Wednesday, 
March 6 and Wednesday, March 13, 
our hours will be 1 to 8:30 p.m., 
tours with staff will be held at 2 and 
7 p.m.

In addition to the Parks Canada 
“Shoes and Ships and Sealing Wax” 
exhibit, in-house displays highlight 
the care and management of our col
lection.

Behind the scenes at the museum 
includes a school programme from 
February 20 to March 29. Students 
will have the opportunity to preserve 
one of their own treasures.

The volunteer training workshop 
for this programme will be held on 
February 15.

jajjno [[inb ubijojoia : ji si jbijm oj J3Msuy

Outlook is published monthly for the Friends and 
Members of the Hastings County Historical Society

Can you guess what this family treasure might possibly be? 
The answer is somewhere on this page.

Thomas Boyce 
173 Bridge Street 
Belleville Ontario 
K8N 1N3 1996 (Z/B) 2


