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The Story of Canada In the 
Great War, 1914-1919

Read How Free Men Throughout This Land Kept 
Faith In The Hour Of Trial And In The Day

Of Battle, Remembering The Traditions They 
Had Been Taught, Counting Life Nothing 

Without Liberty.
The Call

On 1st August, 1914, Canada offered to send one 
Division in the event of war; Britain accepted. The 
Government called for 20,000 volunteers; within a month 
40,000 were encamped at Valcartier. The permanent force 
of 3,000 was brought up to war strength; the Royal 
Canadian Regiment relieved the 2nd Battalion, Lincoln
shire Regiment at Bermuda; Militia detachments were 
called out for home defence. Those gathered at Valcartier, 
representing over 200 Militia Corps, were assigned to 
59 overseas units: an Infantry Division, Cavalry, Horse 
Artillery, Lines of Communication units and first reinforce
ment. Others raised were the Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry and an Automobile Machine Gun Brigade. 
Drilled by their own officers, with equipment and clothing 
hurriedly made in Canada, the troops embarked at Quebec.

The Crossing

On 3rd October, 30,621 men, in 30 ships, left the 
rendezvous in Gaspe Bay with a British naval escort. 
After eleven days the Contingent reached Plymouth, then 
moved to camps upon Salisbury Plain, there to train in 
the misery of ceaseless rain for sixteen weeks. Stores, 
clothing, vehicles and equipment were completed or 
replaced, and, after being reviewed by the King, the First 
Division was ready to join the British Expeditionary 
Force. Meanwhile a second division was mustering in 
Canada.
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Battles of Ypres, 1915
The 1st Canadian Division, 18,500 strong, embarked 

at Avonmouth between 7th and 12* February; by the 
15th all had landed at St. Nazaire. The P.P.C L.I. and 
three hospitals had crossed earlier; the rest stayed in 
England as reinforcements. While the Division lay east 
of Hazebrouck, detachments were schooled m the ways of 
the trenches, near Armentieres. The line at Fleurbaix 
in the w’ater-logged alluvial farmlands along the River Lys 
was occupied on 3rd March. After three weeks the 
Division moved back to billets about Estaires, and thence 
to Oxelaere and Watou, prior to extending the front 4,400 
yards, on 17th April, by relieving the French in the 
northeastern face of the Ypres Salient, from Gravenstafel 
to north of Keerselaere.

The Gas Attack

On the afternoon of 22nd April, the Germans released 
dense clouds of chlorine, to the left of the Canadian line, 
and attacked. A wide breach, four miles deep, was opened;
but Canadian 
prevented the 
weapon.

counter-attacks, from the exposed flank, 
turning of the British line by this new

Battle of St. Julien
At- dawn on 24th April, following a second discharge 

of asphyxiating gas, on the Canadian front, convergent 
assaults w ere delivered from Poelcappelle and Langemarck. 

ese flattened the salient in three days, but the line still 
ritish reinforcements made it secure. The Division 

was relieved on 4th May, when this battle ended.

Th • Battle of Frezenberg Ridge

the 97th Canadian Light Infantry, in
renewed i-J1near Bellewaarde, withstood 
XT2 YOn 8th Ma^ the Canadian Artillery, 

CanadiariX^T Wth> a’S° ‘°°k Part 
osses. 6,104, of whom 1,988 killed.

Battle of Festubert, 1915

While billeted south of Steenwerck and Bailleul, the 
Division received drafts, and was joined by a dismounted 
detachment of the Canadian Cavalry Brigade 1,500 strong, 
before entering the battle on 18th May, northeast of 
Bethune where, on the 15th, the British had launched an 
offensive against the German positions covering the Aubers 
Ridge. Assaults were delivered on the 20th, 22nd, 24th 
and 25th May. In advancing the line 600 yards, on a 
front of 2,500 yards, Canadian casualties were 2,204.

Action of Givenchy

Taking ground to the right on 1st June, the Division 
attacked on the 15th; field guns were pushed close up 
behind the parapets, but artillery ammunition failed, and 
the dense wire entanglements denied success. Casualties 
were 1,005. Ten days later the Division, now augmented 
by the 1st Canadian Motor Machine Gun Brigade from 
England, was withdrawn from the line, and on 28th June 
took over trenches in the low-lying valley of the Douve, 
between Ploegsteert Wood and Wulverghem, opposite 
Messines.

Most units were now under strength: until May, 1915, 
there was no regular way of supplying reinforcements 
from Canada; thereafter full battalions, recruited for 
service in France, were, perforce, depleted in England, 
and became reserve formations maintaining the Base 
Depot at le Havre at a strength of about 4,000; many 
untried officers resigned their commissions, to go to the 
front, where promotion was now made from the ranks. 
By the end of August Canadian troops in France numbered 
23,431; in England 57,206; in Canada 62,362.
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The Canadian Corps

The Canadian Army Corps, formed in France 13th 
September, 1915, was immediately joined by the 2nd 
Canadian Division which had assembled and trained in 
Endand- and on 24th December by the 3rd Canadian 
Division’ fashioned from units already in the field. On 
26th January, 1916, the Cavalry and the Royal Canadian 
Horse Artillery again became a Cavalry Brigade, and 
served as a part of the British Cavalry Corps until the 
end. Throughout the winter the Canadian Corps, with 
Headquarters at Bailleul, held from Ploegsteert, by 
Wulverghem, to Kemmel.

Actions of St. Eloi Craters, 1916
A new frontage to the north, between St. Eloi and the 

Ypres-Menin road, was taken over on 4th April. In the 
next twelve days the 2nd Canadian Division lost 1,292 
men, battling in the mire for the craters of mines lately 
blown by the British in a vain attempt to improve that 
dreadful section of the line.

Battle of Mount Sorrel

The 3rd Canadian Division, holding the point of the 
Tpres Salient at Hooge and 3,850 yards southwards, was 
suddenly bombarded and attacked on 2nd June, lost 
Observatory Ridge and part of Sanctuary Wood, but held 
ilaple Copse. Counter-attacks made no progress until, 
covered by intense artillery fire, the 1st Canadian Division

S^ua^on on 13th June. Casualties were 
, r°°Ps aU three Divisions were engaged; they 
thpn 6 lne ^etween Hooge and St. Eloi until August, 
TilniiPQ0Ve^ areas about Eperlecques,
CanX„K. te~ °n 14th August the 4th 
later went ' 'P1?" arrived from England, and eleven days 

The n n fr°nt lhe in the YPres Salient.
Front was tr00ps now On the Western

00,000, With more than 10,000 horses.

Battles of the Somme, 1916
The Allied offensive astride the Somme began on 1st 

July: Canadian Cavalry and Artillery were at Bazentin 
and Guillemont; troops of the 1st Canadian Division were 
engaged in the struggle at Pozieres, north of Albert, on 
1st September. Next day the Canadian Corps occupied 
4,100 yards east and west of the Bapaume road.

Battle of Flers-Courcelette

Tanks were first used on 15th September when the 
2nd and 3rd Canadian Divisions advanced down the slope, 
stormed Sugar trench and Fabeck Graben, and took 
Courcelette. Mouquet Farm was overrun, and further 
gains were made on 20th and 22nd September.

Battle of Thiepval Ridge

The 1st and 2nd Canadian Divisions, attacking on 
the right of other British divisions, on 26th September 
secured Zollern, Hessian, and Kenora trenches; in the 
next three days the line pressed forward 800 yards.

Battle of the Ancre Heights

Again, on 1st October, the 2nd and 3rd Canadian 
Divisions attacked Regina trench; and again, a week later, 
the 1st and 3rd. The Canadian Corps with the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd Canadian Divisions marched to the Vimy front 
on 17th October; the Canadian Artillery remained. Mean
while the 4th Canadian Division had moved to the Somme 
and, by 11th November in three attacks, advanced 500 
yards.

Battle of the Ancre, 1916
In the final assault, on 18th November, the 4th 

Canadian Division captured Desire trench.
By 28th November all Canadian units had been 

released from this region of stark desolation. In gaining 
4,000 yards on a front of 3,000, losses were 24,029.
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Battle of Vimy Ridge, 1917

During the winter 1916-1917, the Corps reorganized 
while holding from Ecurie to Bully-Grenay: an Overseas 
Ministry and a Headquarters were established in London: 
in Canada factories poured out munitions of war, but 
voluntary recruiting declined.

Early in January elaborate preparations for the Allied 
offensive, north and south of Arras, were begun. On 27th 
March, the artillery bombardment opened; it increased 
gradually until 9th April when, with the four Divisions 
in concert and in line on 7,500 yards of front, Ecurie- 
Souchez, the Canadian Corps 100,000 strong, crashed 
through the German lines, swept over Vimy Ridge, took 
the guns in Farbus and Goulot Woods, and covered the 
southern attack by making Thelus village and la Folie 
Farm secure. Willerval and Givenchy were taken on 13th 
April, Arleux on 28th, the line then ran across the Douai 
plain for 5,000 yards, from near Oppy to Bois de 
1 Hirondelle. Canadian casualties in April were 13,477.

Battles of the Scarpe, 1917
The 1st Canadian Division stormed Fresnoy on 3rd 

May, while the 2nd advanced towards Acheville. The 
4th pressed on south of the Souchez, in June, and took 
Avion.

Battle of Hill 70
n 4th July the Corps took ground to the north, 

opposite Lens and, on the 16th, further left, to the Loos 
1st °9 ] e Was at Mericourt- On 15th August, the 
barra? ^an^an Divisions, attacking under a

enemy fr°m Hm 7°; for the
Casualties^ ’ Tt ““e gr0Und was made towards Lens. 
<®ualtKS for July and August were 10,746.

Battle of Passchendaele, 1917

The Canadian Corps moved to Flanders on 12th 
October, to continue the British offensive launched early 
in June to free the Belgian coast and divert pressure from 
the French. The trenches opposite Ypres now ran from 
Broodseinde to Poelcappelle, across bare clayey ridges 
and drowned marshy hollows: rain and bombardment had 
distorted the fertile countryside into an evil waste of 
muddy pools where movement was inconceivably difficult. 
On 22nd October the 3rd and 4th Canadian Divisions 
occupied 2,800 yards in the centre; the objective was the 
Passchendaele Ridge; four days later they attacked and 
captured Bellevue Spur; on the 30th a fresh assault 
reduced Crest Farm and Meetcheele Spur. The 1st and 
2nd Canadian Divisions relieved on 4th and 5th November; 
they attacked, on the 6th, and took the Goudberg Spur, 
Mosselmarkt, and Passchendaele, and the main ridge 
overlooking Roulers was won; on the 10th a further short 
advance was made. In the following week the Corps 
returned to the Lens sector, having gained two square 
miles at a cost of 16,404 casualties.

Battle of Cambrai, 1917
The Canadian Cavalry Brigade, in the Third British 

Army, fought near Masnieres on the 20th November and 
covered the withdrawal ten days later.

In the winter 1917-1918, the Canadian Corps held 
eight miles along the Vimy front; new defence works were 
constructed; the Machine Guns, the Engineers, the Railway 
and the Forestry services were increased; the 5th Canadian 
Division in England was drafted to maintain units in the 
field; in Canada, the exhaustion of volunteers induced 
compulsory service. On 31st December strengths were 
68,303 in Canada; 106,838 in England; in France 143,002.
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Battle of Amiens, 1918
On 21st March, the German offensive began between 

the Oise and the Sensee. The Canadian Cavalry Brigade 
fought rearguard actions north of the Oise; by attacking 
near Moreuil and Hourges, on 30th March and 1st April, 
they checked the advance. The 1st Canadian Motor 
Machine Gun Brigade on 23rd March was sent to the 
Somme and, for twelve days, harassed and hindered the 
pressing enemy. On the 24th, the Canadian Corps was 
ordered to extend; by 13th April the four Canadian 
Divisions held twenty miles south from Lens; on 7th 
May the Corps came into reserve near St. Pol, the 2nd 
Canadian Division remaining in line, was replaced by 
the 3rd after eight weeks; on 15th July the Corps again 
took over the Arras front. Now the repeated German 
blows were all but spent: the Allied counter-stroke was 
ready. The Canadian Corps, relieved on 30th July, moved 
with secrecy and speed to Amiens and deployed for battle 
on a five-mile front, between Hourges and Villers- 
Bretonneux.

In the misty dawn of 8th August, under a sudden 
and violent bombardment, the Canadian Corps, 100,000 
strong, with the 3rd, 1st and 2nd Canadian Divisions 
abreast, broke through the astonished enemy; the Canadian 
Motor Machine Gun Brigades covered the right until the 
4th Canadian Division continued on to le Quesnel; 
aeroplanes, tanks and cavalry aided in the victorious 
advance. By midnight the line had progressed eight 
miles; next day the attack gained five miles, and on the 
10th, reached the line Damery-Chilly; during the next 
week the four divisions pushed further through the maze 
of old trenches, where the enemy reorganized. Fifteen 
German divisions were engaged, 67 square miles recovered, 
9,311 prisoners and 201 guns captured; Canadian casualties 
were 11,725. On the 22nd, the Corps moved north to 
strike again from Arras.

Battle of Arras, 1918
The Canadian Corps prepared to attack on a five-mile 

front, astride the Arras-Cambrai road, against a series of 
ridges, rivers and canals, natural and strongly fortified 
defences, the pivot of the German armies to the south, 
and the safeguard of the north.

Assaulting early on 26th August, the 2nd Canadian 
Division took Guemappe and Wancourt Tower, the 3rd 
captured Monchy le Preux; further advances were made 
next day; on the 28th the Fresnes-Rouvroy lines were 
pierced, the Sensee crossed, and Boiry Notre Dame taken. 
Prisoners were 3,614, casualties 6,836. The line had 
advanced six miles. The 1st and 4th Canadian Divisions 
then took up the fight; by 1st September they had seized 
Upton Wood, Ocean Work and the Crow’s Nest, and so 
made good the ground necessary for the next phase. 
Meanwhile, for three days, the heavy artillery cut lanes 
in the broad belts of wire covering the main position.

Battle of the Drocourt-Queant Line

On 2nd September the 1st and 4th Canadian Divisions 
advanced at dawn, overwhelmed the crowded defenders, 
and seized Dury and the ridge to the south; on the right, 
Cagnicourt, Villers lez Cagnicourt, and the woods above 
Buissy were secured. In the night the enemy retired; on 
the 3rd, the Canadian line, now ten miles long, was 
established w’est of the Canal du Nord and along the south 
bank of the Scarpe. Casualties were 7,218; 6,845 prisoners 
and 81 guns were taken. By this penetration of 9,000 
yards into the famous Hindenburg defence system, the 
Germans far to the south were outflanked and compelled 
to fall back and reorganize to meet the advancing British.

The Canadian Corps paused, rested, refitted, and made 
ready to resume the fight.
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Battle of the Canal du Nord

The combined strategic design, to cut the enemy s 
lateral communications and dislocate his forces, now took 
effect; while the Canadian Corps perfected its intricate 
plans, the engineers prepared ways across the devastated 
area.

On 27th September, the Corps having taken over a 
front of 6,000 yards southwards from the Arras-Cambrai 
road, the 4th and 1st Canadian Divisions attacked above 
Moeuvres on a front of 2,600 yards, where the canal was 
dry, drove the enemy from Sains and Marquion and the 
trenches to the south, and made good the left by seizing 
all the high ground to the northeast with Haynecourt, and 
the village and wood of Bourlon overlooking Cambrai. 
By nightfall the line was 16,000 yards long and four miles 
east of the canal. On the 28th the 3rd Canadian Division 
joined in the fight, the Marcoing line was broken, Fontaine, 
St. Olle, Raillencourt and Sailly were taken. The attack 
persisted on the 29th and 30th, and on 1st October the 
line advanced beyond Neuville St. Remy, Tilloy and 
Sancourt; but the enemy, driven despairing from his last 
prepared defences, threw in his last reserves and checked 
the advance at Cuvillers and Bantigny. Casualties 
numbered 13,672; 7,059 prisoners and 205 guns were taken.

Battle of Cambrai, 1918
To continue, unrested and depleted, was to invite 

failure; the Canadian Corps stood fast until 9th October 
then, before daybreak, the 2nd Canadian Division rushed 
the bridges of the Scheldt Canal east of Cambrai, the 3rd 
cleared the town. The Canadian Cavalry Brigade pursued 
to le Cateau. The 2nd Canadian Division, turning north
east, advanced five miles and took Iwuy on 11th October.

Battle of Valenciennes, 1918
To force a decision before winter, the British Armies 

continued to attack. The Canadian Corps changed position 
on 11th October to sweep eastwards on a ten-mile front, 
south of Douai; the 1st Canadian Division crossed the 
Canal de la Sensee and the fertile plain beyond; abreast 
on the right, the 4th took Denain on the 19th and, by 
capturing Mont Houy after a brisk fight on 1st November, 
secured Valenciennes; the 3rd, relieving the 1st, cleared 
the Foret de Raismes and crossed the flooded areas 
bordering on the Scheldt.

Pursuit to Mons

Astride the long road to Germany, the Corps followed 
hard for another twenty miles and, on the 9th, reached 
Mons. Next day, before midnight, the 3rd Canadian 
Division forced an entry; the 2nd seized the commanding 
heights to the southeast; and when the Armistice super
vened, at 11 a.m., 11th November, the line was five miles 
northeast of the town, beyond Boussoit, la Bruyere and 
St. Denis, by Casteau, where British and German troops 
first exchanged shots in August, 1914. Thus ended the 
fighting in France and Flanders.

Across the Rhine

The Canadian Corps, with the 1st and 2nd Canadian 
Divisions, was chosen to be part of the army of occupation; 
these marched out on 18th November and advanced 150 
miles in 25 days; by Waterloo, Namur, Huy and Spa, over 
the swollen Meuse and onwards through the cold rugged 
Ardennes, into Germany, to cross by the bridges at Bonn 
and Cologne. To cover the bridgehead, they took up a 
defensive position beyond Siegburg and Seelscheid. The 
3rd and 4th Canadian Divisions remained for the winter 
in garrison at Mons, Brussels and Tournai.
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Eastern Theatres

The Overseas Military Forces also took part in 
subsidiary enterprises in Europe, Asia and Africa.

Mediterranean

Two stationary hospitals sailed for Lemnos in August, 
1915, to care for patients from Gallipoli, a third opened in 
Cairo; by April, 1916, two had moved to serve the Western 
Front, the other to Salonika, where a general hospital also 
operated.

North-West Persia

A detachment from the Canadian Corps was in the 
Dunsterforce, a mission sent in January, 1918, to the area 
between Baghdad and Baku on the Caspian Sea.

Palestine

In the pursuit through Syria, in September and 
October, 1918, a Canadian bridging company worked on 
the railway by the Sea of Galilee.

Russia

For the winter campaign, 1918-1919, and in the 
advance through Lapland to Lake Onega, a force of 120 
volunteers from the Canadian Corps was in the Syren 
Party, operating southerly from Murmansk.

A Canadian field artillery brigade, 497 strong, landed 
at Archangel on 1st October, 1918, and joined the Elope 
Party in the defensive on the Dvina and the White Sea

To aid friendly Russians in Siberia, a Canadian 
expeditionary force, 4,186 strong, sailed in December, 1918, 
from A ictoria to Vladivostock, and with other allied troops 
kept order there and along the railway to Omsk, 3,000 
miles west.

By midsummer, 1919, all Canadians had been with
drawn from these distant fronts.

Numbers

In 1914, the population of Canada was 7,704,007 
The Navy numbered 352, the Militia 75,361, of whom 
57,318 were trained; there was no Canadian air force.

. Navy

During the war 8,826 served in the Royal Canadian 
Navy and Royal Naval Canadian Volunteer Reserve; many 
others were employed in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 
and with the Imperial fleets. H.M.C.S. Rainbow patrolled 
in the Pacific, H.M.C.S. Niobe in the Atlantic; 51 trawlers, 
56 drifters and 16 armed auxiliaries were engaged in 
minesweeping, patrolling, convoying, and examination of 
shipping.

Army

Before the end 619,636 were enrolled, 424,589 left 
Canada in the Canadian Expeditionary Force; those were 
distributed overseas: in the cavalry 7,268; in the artillery 
37,741; engineers 29,259; signal corps 4,391; in the infantry 
235,604; cyclists 1,138; with machine guns 16,315; in tanks 
1,812;'in the railway troops 22,801, and forestry 22,905; 
labour 5,533; army service corps 14,030; medical 15,929, 
and nurses 2,411; dental 882; ordnance 1,250; veterinary 
1,479; postal corps 352; military police 222; army pay 
corps 1,541; army gymnastic staff 391; chaplain service 
442; Y.M.C.A. 893.

Air Services
From the Canadian Expeditionary Force in the field 

3,960 went to the Royal Naval Air Service, Royal Flying 
Corps, and Royal Air Force; in England 1,389 other 
Canadians joined. In Canada, 10,010 cadets and 7,453 
mechanics were recruited directly into the British air 
services; 4,280 of the former proceeded overseas.

Many other Canadians, of whom 371 were ex-cadets 
of the Royal Military College of Canada, served in the 
British, Allied, and Associated armies.
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Homecoming

The Canadian Corps withdrew in January, 1919, to 
Belgium, where stores, vehicles and horses were turned in 
or disposed of, preparatory to sending the troops back to 
Canada. They crossed to England and sailed from 
Liverpool and Southampton to Halifax, Saint John, Quebec 
and Montreal, thence by railway to Charlottetown, 
Moncton, Ottawa, Kingston, Toronto, Hamilton and 
London, Port Arthur, Winnipeg, Brandon, Regina, 
Saskatoon, Medicine Hat, Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver 
and Victoria. The units were disbanded at these dispersal 
centres; the soldiers, discharged, turned again to civil 
occupations and to the comforts of home.

Of those who did not return, 51,715 were killed in 
action or died of their wounds. The total of battle casualties 
was 190,092: in the Royal Canadian Navy 24; the cavalry 
1,971; artillery 9,984; engineers 6,247; and signal corps 
933; the infantry 160,224; cyclists 261; machine gun corps 
5,777; railway troops 1,644; forestry 62; labour 579; army 
service corps 535; medical 1,727; nurses 29; dental 6; 
ordnance 8; veterinary 24; postal 4; police 5; pay corps 12; 
gymnastic staff 2; chaplains 30; Y.M.C.A. 4.

The End of the War

The Treaty of Peace with Germany was signed at 
' ersailles on the 28th day of June, 1919.

Six Hundred and Twenty-Eight 
Thousand Four Hundred and Sixty- 
Two Bore the Badge of Canada in the 
Great War, Sixty Thousand Six 

undred and Sixty-One Met Death 
and Passed On.


