
On Saturday September 17th the Archives opened 

to the public as part of the Belleville-wide Doors 

Open event, coordinated by the Ontario Heritage 

Trust. More than 50 people came to look at our 

Fire Department exhibit and the various materials 

out on display. There were regular tours of the archive storage areas behind the scenes. 

If you missed it, don’t worry—you can always ask for a tour of the Community Archives during our 

usual opening hours. 

A recent addition to our holdings reveals more of 

the history of the Marchmont Home in Belleville, a 

distributing centre for thousands of British Home 

children in the nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries. The materials in Accession 2016-65 were 

donated by Ann Newton, through James Gilchrist, 

author of Marchmont: Distributing Home Belleville, 

1870-1925.  

The records include photographs and a ‘life diary’ of Robert Wallace, who married Ellen Agnes 

Bilbrough, the home’s manager from 1877. After their wedding in 1887, they managed the home 

together and Wallace made frequent trips across the Atlantic to collect more children. His diary 

documents these journeys and the couple’s own vacations overseas.  

Volunteer Bethany Waite has digitized the diary and Lois Foster has transcribed it on the Flickr photo 

sharing site. Find the diary and Wallace family photos online at https://flic.kr/s/aHskDKT54n.

Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County, 254 Pinnacle Street, Belleville ON K8N 3B1 613-967-3304 archives@cabhc.ca 

Doors Open visitors at CABHC 

Robert Wallace’s diary for 1891 



 

2016-67 Deseronto-related items, 

1900-2000 

2016-68 Queen Victoria School 

report cards, 1957-1962 

2016-69 Hastings East District 

Women's Institute Tweedsmuir 

Histories, 1901-2010 

2016-70 Records of the Women's 

Study Guild, Belleville, 1931-1990 

2016-71 City of Belleville financial 

records, 1916-2006 

2016-72 Belleville Senators 

information leaflet for City 

Councillors and Staff, 2016 

 

This month’s Hastings County Historical 

Society presentation is by Sandra Joyce. 

She will be talking about ‘British Home Children from 

1869 to 1939’ at the Maranatha Church on Tuesday 

October 18th, 7.30 p.m. To complement her talk, our 

display this month features records relating to the 

Marchmont Home, which was situated on West Moira and 

Yeomans Streets in Belleville.
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On October 17th, 1916 The Daily 

Intelligencer reported that “the Royal 

2016-65/2/11 Marchmont Home, c.1905 

2016-65/2/06 Ellen Agnes Bilbrough Wallace, c.1890. Ellen 

managed the home from 1870 until her death in 1900. 

Bank...now employs 700 women in their various offices as compared to only 

250 previous to the war, which serves to draw added attention to another 

phase of the powerful current of these, our times. Incidentally, the 

management state that taken as a whole these women are very 

satisfactory.” 

On October 30th readers were advised by Charles Clapp that “Now is the 

time to order your Overseas Christmas Cakes for the boys at the front. We 

are making these up to order all the time”.  

You can keep up with the impact of the First World War on Belleville and its citizens by following 

Laurel Bishop’s posts on the Community Archives’ blog at: .


