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spend weekends and holidays poking around American 

historical landmarks and sites. For a young married cou-

ple, this should have led to idyllic moments after the mu-

seums closed. But Bruce always seemed tired and with-

drawn, especially on the first day. It was some time be-

fore he admitted to her he was selling his blood to help 

pay for their little forays. 

Over his lifetime he built up a substantial library of histo-

ry books and memorabilia. He expected his children to 

share his enthusiasm. His son Sam recalls that he would 

give his kids copies of local history books and say, “You 

will want to read this.” Not “you should” or “you must.” 

He saw reading and learning history as a natural way of 

life. So he gave Hutton of Hastings for an eight-year-

old’s birthday, and all the books by the Mikas. He sup-

ported local authors and expected his children to be fa-

miliar with the works of writers like Farley Mowat and 

Al Purdy.  

His love of history naturally led him to the Hastings 

County Historical Society, of which he was a devoted 

member and a generous benefactor. 

According to his family, Bruce had special interests in 

British history, early English history, World War I  

history, World War II history, air battles history, Ameri-

can history, okay, just about any kind of history that has 

ever been written. History was more than an interest for 

Dr. Cronk, or even a passion. Learning history was some-

thing one did as part of life, like breathing.  

He viewed the world and its events as an interrelated con-

tinuum. Things didn’t just happen and end. History was a 

long series of cause and effect. His daughter, Anne Free-

land, said, “He really believed an analysis of history ena-

bled us to better understand our present. The lessons of 

history were instrumental in creating a happy, healthy, 

viable future for ourselves and our families.” For in-

stance, he was an occasional smoker, sneaking a cigar 

once in a while in his woodworking shop. But as he 

learned of the hostile effect of smoking on the body, he 

gave it up. 

He applied his broad, sweeping view of life to medicine, 

Dr. Bruce Cronk:  

History of a Modest Man 
By Orland French 

When Bruce Cronk was a young teenager, about thirteen, 

he might have become a footnote to one of Belleville’s 

famous flood stories. He and his sister Harriet watched in 

amazement from the window of their home at 1 Catherine 

Street as the surging waters of the rampaging Moira Riv-

er in 1936 swept away the footbridge right outside their 

house. Immediately, they realized they too were in dan-

ger but the house withstood the threat. 

The house still survives. The flood also spared young 

Bruce, who lived to become one of this city’s most be-

loved doctors as he lived a full life in almost all respects. 

Dr. Cronk died in January of this year at the age of ninety

-one.  

History was one of the loves of his life and he would go 

to any lengths to learn more about the past. When he was 

interning at Johns Hopkins Hospital and University in 

Baltimore, Maryland, he took advantage of his presence 

in the United States to pursue his interest in American 

history. He and his young wife, Sylvia (Byrnes), would 

Bruce Cronk play-

ing hockey on an 

outdoor rink on 

the lawn of BCI. 

He always said the 

boards were made 

from lumber in 

the scaffolding 

used in the last 

hanging at the 

court house in 

Belleville. St. An-

drew's Presbyteri-

an Church is in 

the background. 
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looking outside the Physician’s Manual to help his pa-

tients. One day a woman came to him complaining 

about severe headaches. After a long conversation, he 

got around to asking her about her car. How old was it? 

Did she drive it often? Did she maintain it well? She was 

a little annoyed: she had headaches and he was asking 

about her car. “Well, I think you have carbon monoxide 

poisoning,” he said. He prescribed a new muffler sys-

tem, and her headaches were cured. 

“Dad practised medicine in an age of inventiveness at 

BGH,” said Sam. “All kinds of pieces of equipment 

were invented from scratch, because they didn’t exist. 

So they’d ask a patient’s permission to use something 

they had made up in their workshop or garage. You 

couldn’t do that today.” 

One person who experienced the impact of Dr. Cronk’s 

inventiveness was the Rev. Robert Flindall. He says Dr. 

Cronk and another doctor came up with a homemade 

medical procedure to save his wife, Joyce, in the late 

1950s. She was suffering from cysts on her pancreas 

which were filling with pancreatic fluid and threatening 

her life. The doctors found a way of delicately opening a 

sphincter muscle to allow the pancreatic fluid to flow 

normally. Although Mrs. Flindall was in hospital for six 

months and her weight dropped to seventy pounds, she 

survived to have another daughter and lived more than 

another fifty years. Robert Flindall credits it all to the 

ingenuity of Dr. Cronk. 

Dr. Cronk sometimes told his family about his experi-

ences at the hospital, but son Sam says he was always 

circumspect. “He respected people. We never heard the 

names of anyone in his stories. While he often told sto-

ries about his other adventures,” says Sam, “they were 

never about himself. They were about the community. 

He didn’t think he was a major part of any story.” 

The doctor was a modest man. When he died, the Belle-

ville Intelligencer devoted most of the front page to a 

story and photo about his passing. Says Sam, “If he had 

seen that large headline he would have crawled under 

the bed and died again, muttering something about a 

slow news day.” 

Bruce won many awards in health care, and after his 

training at Johns Hopkins he had a number of offers of 

appointments to prestigious hospitals in the United 

States. However, like many a Belleville boy, he chose to 

return to his roots. The Cronks went back two centuries 

in Canada. Bruce’s ancestors had settled in the Parham 

area north of Kingston in the late 1700s, which would 

make them one of the earliest families in the area.  

The doctor enjoyed a wide range of interests to take his 

mind off the sadness and pressures he encountered in the 

hospital. For example, his inventiveness was expressed 

in his woodworking. He always had a woodworking 

shop wherever he lived. “At age thirteen, he carved him-

self a realistic totem pole based on images he saw on a 

cigar box,” said Sam. “It is still at the family cottage, 

with a likeness of his dog Pal sitting at the bottom of the 

pole.”  

“Bruce thought of teaching history or English,” Sam 

said, “but he opted to go into medicine, probably influ-

enced by his father, Sam, a surgeon.”  While Bruce was 

of a smaller, frailer build, Sam was more robust. He had 

built up his frame working in the mines to pay his way 

through university. Sam was also more assertive, which 

led to physical confrontations with local farmers. He 

was a strong supporter of the pasteurization of milk, a 

program that was strongly opposed by some farmers. 

Sometimes this led to near fisticuffs down on the mar-

ket, and young Bruce occasionally had to sweep up the 

tacks thrown onto the driveway of the Cronk home to 

puncture the tires of his father’s car. Today we take pas-

teurization for granted. 

Bruce had an athletic side as well. Hockey, football, cy-

cling, kayaking, windsurfing—he engaged in them all. A 

doctor removed the cartilage from his nose because it 

was always getting broken in college football games. At 

the Belleville Club there is a photo of Bruce skating on 

an outdoor rink with low-rise boards. He claimed the 

boards came from the scaffolding of the last hanging in 

Belleville. Until fairly recently he was a regular rider 

with a Belleville bicycling group.  

He loved Belleville and he loved skating in the harbour. 

He always said that as a kid he was the first to fall into 

the river in the spring and the last to spring into it in the 

fall. When he was older, he always found something 

funny about life in Belleville. Periodically the milk 

horse making deliveries on his street would run away. 

Bruce would run after it, catch it and take it down to the 

police station to turn it in.  

There is a great deal of admiration and fond recollec-

tions of Dr. Bruce Cronk, but was he a perfect human 

being? Maybe nearly. When he was about twelve he 

took his father’s shotgun and he blew out several street 

lights on Coleman. He would admit to his kids he had 

done it but never had an explanation beyond “just curi-

ous to see what would happen.” What happened was a 

severe reprimand from his mother, apparently. (His fa-

ther Sam was an avid hunter and once performed sur-

gery on a patient in return for payment in the form of a 

couple of elaborate duck decoys.) 

Dr. Cronk is known as “a good man.” Son Sam says he 

was not that way because as a doctor he had to be, it was 

because it was his nature. His approach to life was pri-

marily to be happy and care about people. 
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She used an overhead video projector and took full ad-

vantage of the electronic facilities at Maranatha to make 

her PowerPoint. It was the familiar story of land being 

granted by white governments to the natives, then the 

land being eroded away over time by the forces of eco-

nomics, settlement, industrial expansion and, simply put, 

greed. 

The process began with the American Revolution, when 

the Mohawks sided with the British in what became a 

losing cause. This would cost them their ancestral home-

land of the Mohawk Nation, which was the Mohawk 

River Valley in what is now New York State. They were 

part of the Iroquois or Six Nations Confederacy.  

The Confederacy was officially neutral in the war but 

the Mohawks assisted the British when warfare moved 

into the Mohawk Valley. The British secured their sup-

port by offering to restore their homeland villages after 

the war, at the expense of the British government. How-

ever, in the 1783 Treaty of Paris, Britain gave up the 

Mohawk homelands to the American rebels. There was 

nothing left to restore. To keep their promise, the British 

offered members of the Six Nations land in the unsettled 

parts of Upper Canada. The Mohawks chose a settle-

ment parcel on the north shore of Lake Ontario, for they 

were already familiar with them as part of lands once 

controlled by the Confederacy. This settlement we know 

today as Tyendinaga Territory, between Belleville and 

Napanee. 

The first Mohawks, about 100–125 people representing 

20 families, arrived on May 22, 1784. This event is re-

enacted every year. 

Right away, they discovered that their promised land 

had already begun shrinking. Some of it had been sur-

veyed and granted to Loyalist families, who were arriv-

ing at the same time. What was left, about 92,700 acres 

or the size of a township (Tyendinaga) became known as 

the Mohawk Tract. The deed to the land was named the 

Simcoe Deed or Treaty 3 ½, executed on April 1, 1793, 

by Lieutenant Governor John Graves Simcoe. 

The deed specifically stated that the land was given to 

the “chiefs, warriors, women and people of the said Six 

Nations.” The inclusion of the reference to women was a 

very specific reminder to the British government that 

women played a major role in the affairs of the Iroquois 

nation, unlike the subjugated role in the British system. 

Loyalists continued to pour into the Bay of Quinte area. 

Ms. Cowie said that within a span of 23 years, from 

1820–1843, two-thirds of the treaty land base was lost as 

the government gave priority to the accommodation of 

settler families. 

The first thing the government did was to take the equiv-

His achievements and record of service are all available 

elsewhere. He was surely deserving of Canada’s highest 

order for civilians, the Order of Canada. Although he was 

nominated more than once, he never received it. But then, 

Sam says, while he might enjoy the honour bestowed by 

his country, which he worked a lifetime to improve, he 

might not accord the same respect to any bauble that came 

with it.  

Sam describes how he treated physical awards. “He was 

given gavels by various organizations in recognition of his 

accomplishments, and he would use them as nutcrackers 

at Christmas. There is one particular award he received 

which is tacked on the inside of the outhouse door at the 

cottage.” 

No doubt Dr. Bruce nailed it there with an honorary gavel, 

while wearing an impish grin. 

Information for this article was gathered from interviews 

with Dr. Cronk’s daughter, Anne Freeland, his son M. 

Sam Cronk, the Rev. Robert Flindall and others. 

 

 

The Case of the  

Shrinking Territory 
By Orland French 

The case of the Incredible Shrinking Tyendinaga Territory 

captivated an audience of more than a hundred at the Feb-

ruary Historical Society Presentation. Many people had 

little idea that the land reserved for Mohawks had been 

diminished so much over the years. 

 

The history of Tyendinaga was presented by Amy Cowie, 

a researcher for the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte. She 

grew up in the Territory which, as she pointed out in great 

detail, is somewhat less than was promised more than 200 

years ago. 

Amy Cowie –

guest speaker for 

the history of 

Tyendinaga  

Territory          

                                          

Photo—Donna 

Fano 
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Reid’s Dairy 

A Canadian Success Story 
Part 2: The Tale of Growth and Expansion 

By Richard Hughes & Armin Quickert     

In Part 1 last month of the story of Reid’s Dairy, we fol-

lowed Arthur and Elizabeth Quickert and their family 

from 1930s Germany, through the Second World War 

on to a successful life in the Canadian dairy business in 

Hastings County. We left off Part 1 with the family de-

ciding that it was time to purchase their own dairy busi-

ness.  

 

 

 

 
Armin and his wife 

Marilyn    

Courtesy of the  

Quickert Family 

 

 

 
 

At this same time, the James family of Trenton was 

seeking to sell Riverside Dairy, and a deal was made. In 

1964, at the age of fifty-six, Arthur Quickert became the 

owner of a prosperous dairy business. In quick order, he 

and his family purchased a second dairy in Trenton and 

then, in 1967, this dynamic businessman purchased 

Reid’s Dairy in Belleville and brought in son Armin to 

manage it. At this time, Reid’s Dairy had converted its 

delivery routes to trucks, although they kept one faithful 

old horse, Joe, who continued to plod his route to the 

delight of both the kids and the adults who spoiled him 

daily.  

It had only been a few years since all milk routes in 

Belleville were served by horse-drawn wagons, horses 

alent of 52 square miles of land, a swath of land across the 

tract, to build a road from Myers Mills (Belleville) to 

Napanee. Since the swath was five miles wide, the gov-

ernment must have been planning a humongous multi-

lane cartway. Of course, it wanted land on either side of 

the right of way to give or sell to settlers. 

The roadway cut off the northern reaches of the tract, 

which left those lands vulnerable to conversion for other 

uses. In 1835, 27,857 acres in the northwest portion were 

taken away; the rest of the northern portion disappeared 

in 1843. Over time, the original land grant was reduced 

to about 18,000 acres from 92,700.  

The current tract deeded to the Mohawks is a strip of 

land along the lakefront, south of the Dundas Highway, 

later Highway 2. Development has nibbled away at what 

was left after the larger giveaways: the Turton Penn 

lease in 1835, the Culbertson Tract in 1837 (still a matter 

of contention), the Village of Shannonville in the 1850s, 

and the Town of Deseronto in the 1800s and 1890s.   

And there was more. Land was ceded to the Limestone 

and Clay Company (1908) and a right of way to the Ca-

nadian Northern Railway (1910). Since the demise of 

these companies their properties have been restored to 

the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte. Control of the Tur-

ton Penn Lease, a 200-acre parcel of land crossing the 

Salmon River, has also been returned. This lease, origi-

nally for 999 years, was sustained with a rental payment 

of 30 barrels of flour a year. The Mohawks refused to 

accept the flour after 1970. It was reported to have been 

of inferior quality anyway.  

Throughout all this, the Mohawks stayed loyal to the 

Crown. They signed up to fight for the British in the War 

of 1812, and enlisted for Canada in both world wars. 

The registered population of the Mohawks of the Bay of 

Quinte today is about 9,000, with 2,200 First Nations 

people living on the land tract known as the Tyendinaga 

Territory. The community is controlled by a democrati-

cally elected band council. The conversion from a hered-

itary council to an elected council began after 1867, with 

the last “life chief” dying in 1881. 

All persons registered as Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte 

are entitled to vote in the council’s election, even though 

they may never have visited the Territory. The current 

chief is R. Donald Maracle.  

Further information can be obtained from the Kanhiote 

Library (www.kanhiote.ca), the Mohawks of the Bay of 

Quinte Research Department through the MBQ website 

(www.mbq-tmt.org). 

 

Reid’s Dairy’s Last Horse-Drawn Milk Wagon, circa 1967 

http://www.kanhiote.ca
http://www.mbq-tmt.org
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privately owned dairy in this area to succeed and grow 

in a time of major corporate takeovers.   

Over the past fifty years, there has been a major evolu-

tion in the delivery of milk products in this region and 

across the country. On the production side, most local 

dairies were absorbed into giant national and multina-

tional corporations. At the same time, decades of door-to

-door delivery gave way in the 1980s to retailers special-

izing in milk, like Becker’s. These, in turn, were taken 

over by giant supermarkets as the principal outlets. 

Reid’s Dairy followed the same path, once operating 

fifteen door-to-door routes which were replaced by a 

network of twenty retail milk stores, and now is a major 

supplier to supermarkets across this part of Ontario. 

During this time, the glass quart bottles gave way to 

plastic jugs in sizes up to three quarts. Ultimately, these 

plastic containers were replaced by the tetrapak and eco-

nomical plastic bags that we know today.   

While all other locally owned dairies have long since 

closed their doors, the spirit of innovation and dyna-

mism, instilled by Arthur Quickert sixty years ago and 

expanded upon and modernized by his son Armin, has 

now been passed to the third generation with Stephen 

Quickert, the current president and CEO of Reid’s 

Dairy. While the broad range of dairy products we see in 

the stores are the most obvious evidence of the compa-

ny’s operations, Reid’s Dairy is now fully diversified, 

supplying inputs to other food industry manufacturers 

across the country. When you stop at the Dairy for your 

ice cream or loonie shakes and marvel at the fairy castle, 

take a minute to consider the long road that the Quickert 

family has traveled to develop this successful business 

for the twenty-first century.   

 

 

On the Home Front  

Mid-March to April, 1915  

    By Laurel Bishop 

March 17: “A meeting of citizens for the purpose of 

organizing a campaign in this city for funds for the Ca-

nadian Patriotic Association was held last evening in the 

lecture room at the Armouries. …  Col. Lazier, in his 

opening remarks, stated that Belleville had not done 

what it should have done in this patriotic movement. 

Funds were not sufficient to meet all the financial obli-

gations which were necessary to be met. …  Mr. Tan-

nahill …  suggested a campaign and that ex-Mayor 

Wills be at the head of it. …  Ex-Mayor Wills said his 

heart was in this movement. He would assist in every 

way possible. …  The press and pulpit could do much in 

plodding faithfully door-to-door in the early hours of the 

morning. The sturdy milkmen began their routes across 

the city well before daybreak, around 5:00 a.m., collecting 

the coins, tickets or tokens with the empty bottles and re-

placing them with fresh product. Many will recall the win-

ter pleasure of retrieving the glass quart bottles of milk 

from the front step and finding the paper cap resting about 

two inches above the neck of the bottle on a mound of 

frozen cream. How many cereal bowls received very cold 

milk mixed with ice crystals?   

The horse-drawn milk wagons were a familiar sight on the 

streets of Belleville, and tales have been related of the 

horse knowing the route better than the delivery man, 

simply plodding down the street as the driver went door to 

door. In the 1940s, there were no less than seven dairies 

serving Belleville: Butler’s, Borden, Citizen’s, Harper’s, 

Montrose, Roblin and Reid’s. Even in the mid-1960s, 

there remained four dairies: Butler’s, Lee Grills, Roblin 

and Reid’s.   

The ever dynamic Arthur Quickert did not rest on his lau-

rels and his two dairies; he continued to expand in the 

1970s to include a major cheese production facility in 

Trenton and a large distribution warehouse in Toronto. 

The dynamic entrepreneurial skills of Arthur were equally 

evident in Armin Quickert. As president and CEO of  

Reid’s Dairy, he continued to grow and expand the Parker 

Street location shipping milk no longer by horse cart but 

by large transports.   

When the family faced the problem of disposal of the 

cheese producer’s whey, they decided on the novel ap-

proach of establishing a cattle farm in Prince Edward 

County. This became a major operation of 475 acres with 

up to 2000 head of cattle. Built and operated by Armin 

Quickert, it not only solved the problem of the whey, but 

also benefited from the by-products of other local food 

processors: apple pulp from a juice producer and sweet 

corn silage from a vegetable processor which were mixed 

with the whey to produce cattle feed. As the farm had ma-

ple trees, a sugar bush was also added, much to the delight 

of the family. 

In 1984, it was decided that the old facility was too small 

and was becoming outdated; it was time to construct a 

new and ultramodern dairy in Belleville. Armin, a profes-

sional engineer, took on the project, locating the lot on 

Bell Boulevard, designing the structure, and overseeing 

the construction and installation of the new equipment. In 

April 1985, the first milk was processed in the super new 

facility, and the last horse-drawn milk wagon of Reid’s 

was installed right out front as a reminder of the colourful 

past of the dairy business. After managing Reid’s Dairy 

and its subsidiaries for several years, Armin Quickert pur-

chased it fully in 1988 and continued the progression of 

expansion and innovation, firming its position as the only 
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this matter. …  The working man as well as the wealthy 

man, no doubt, was willing and prepared to give to the 

fund.” (page 2) [The Canadian Patriotic Association pro-

vided financial and social assistance to soldiers’ fami-

lies.] 

March 20: “ ’It’s a Long Way to Tipperary; It’s a Long 

Way to go’. The Belleville Canning Factory, alias the 

Barracks of the 39th Battalion, awoke to further strange 

sounds last evening. The occasion was the first of a se-

ries of ‘home’ concerts, by means of which the officers 

and men of the Battalion are seeking to make life more 

interesting.” (page 2) 

March 23: “A hearty endorsation of the Belleville Pat-

riotic Campaign was given last evening when the City 

Council unanimously voted a grant of $5,000 to the 

Belleville Branch of the Canadian Patriotic Fund. …  

With this hearty endorsation on the part of our City  

Fathers the local campaign has a promising out-

look.” (page 4) 

March 24: “Patriotic Window Display at Ritchie’s. …  

The contents of the window are the property of Col. 

Ponton, and make an extremely timely and unique dis-

play. …  Many of the official recruiting posters shown 

were sent to Col. Ponton by his son, Lieutenant R.D. 

Ponton, before leaving England for the firing line. …  

Col. Ponton informs us that these recruiting posters will 

be shown in prominent Toronto and Ottawa stores after 

Belleville citizens have viewed them in the South win-

dow of the Ritchie Co. store.” (page 2) 

March 25: “Today is The Day To Pay! Pay! Pay! The 

Honor of Belleville is at Stake, Citizens Duty to Posteri-

ty is to Give Today. …  Bellevillians Be British. And 

Give. Give. Give. We Must Have $30,000 Today and 

Tomorrow. Your Bit Will Help It.” (page 1) 

March 25: “Watch the Thermometer. The heat of the 

campaign will be registered in front of the Fund Head-

quarters at Pinnacle and Bridge Streets, as a huge ther-

mometer has been placed there for the benefit of the citi-

zens. Watch the mercury climb towards the $30,000 

mark. Also take to heart the inscription: ‘What are you 

doing to raise the mercury?’ Do Your Bit.” (page 1) 

March 26: “Nearly $30,000 Collected the First Day, 

Fund Will Remain Open Tomorrow to Give Everyone a 

Chance. …  A Last Appeal. Owing to inclemency of the 

weather yesterday, sufficient ground was not covered by 

the canvassers. …  REMEMBER, there are men and 

women in Belleville contributing towards the fund who 

are now depriving themselves of the necessities of life. 

HAVE YOU CONTRIBUTED YET? If not, what does 

your conscience say? Will you feel like looking your 

neighbor in the face after this appeal is over? Don’t wait. 

DO IT NOW!” (page 1) 

March 27: “The members of the patriotic campaign 

committee were last evening at the Y.M.C.A. building, 

entertained by the ladies of the Women’s Canadian Club 

at supper. …  Col. Lazier said he was delighted to say a 

few words on behalf of the ladies who had provided the 

repast. He congratulated all the teams on the canvass 

and the measure of success they had achieved. $30,000 

was the amount aimed at in this campaign, but upwards 

of $37,000 had been obtained.” (page 1) 

March 27: “The soldier boys of the 39th spent another 

merry concert evening in the Battalion Mess Room last 

night. …  To the onlooker the most impressive feature of 

the gathering last night was the spirit of absolute loyalty 

and good-will which existed between the officers and 

the men. …  No less than three times during the evening 

the shout was raised, ‘Three cheers for the Colonel,’ to 

be followed by cheers of the true British type, such as 

shook the ‘china’ on the mess room shelves. Further 

cheers were given in general for the officers. The pre-

sent spirit of the Battalion certainly augers well for its 

future.” (page 2) 

April 1: “We are informed by Col. Marsh of the Marsh 

& Henthorn foundry people that his firm has received an 

order to manufacture a large quantity of an 18-lb. high 

explosive shell. This shell is not of the shrapnel variety. 

The firm are to immediately install the necessary tools 

and machinery and then the manufacture will be pro-

ceeded with in about two weeks. The firm expects to 

give employment to from thirty to forty extra hands 

when the work is fully under way.” (page 2) 

April 3: “Mr. S.N. Dancey, War Correspondent who 

has just returned from the Front will deliver an Illustrat-

ed Lecture in Griffin Opera House, Monday Evening, 

April 5, 1915. Mr. Dancey has over 200 Lantern Slides 

depicting many of his most thrilling experiences. Don’t 

miss a real genuine treat. …  A share of the proceeds 

will go to the Patriotic Fund.” (page 8) 

April 8: “Surgeon-Captain Amyot, Provincial bacteriol-

ogist …  arrived in the city yesterday for the purpose of 

conducting an investigation into the outbreak of cerebro-

spinal meningitis which has occurred here amongst a 

few members of the 39th Battalion, resulting in two 

deaths. …  Every agency known to medical science will 

be used to stamp out the disease here.” (page 2) 

April 15: “The Military Y.M.C.A. Marquee …  for the 

soldiers mobilized here. …  we have secured a splendid 

large marquee, which has been erected on a 30 by 60 

feet platform in the rear of the barracks. Light and heat 

have been provided. Tables, seats and comfortable 

chairs, games, writing materials, magazines and a large 
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number of home newspapers, in addition to a piano and 

gramophone have been furnished. …  Decorations of 

various kinds adorn the walls of the tent. At the back of 

the platform appears a banner: ‘39th’ Battalion C.E.F. 

For God, for King, and Country. …  Over at the 

Y.M.C.A. Building almost three hundred of the soldiers 

have taken out special rates, short term membership 

tickets, entitling them to all the privileges. Every even-

ing, immediately after supper, the Association game 

rooms and parlors, and bath rooms are thronged with 

soldiers.” (page 7) 

April 20: “A movement is on foot to provide a regi-

mental fund for the 39th Battalion of a sum of not less 

than $10,000, to cover the cost of purchase of field 

kitchens, musical instruments and other necessary arti-

cles of equipment, not provided by the Government. …  

The Battalion is now at full strength, numbering over 

1000 men of all ranks.” (page 3)  
 

 
 

News from the 
Archives 
By Sharon White 

 

More about Acquisitions in 2014 

An article in last month’s Outlook discussed some of the 

new donations of material added to the Archives’ collec-

tions in 2014. Other new acquisitions received last year 

include pictures, postcards, letters, ledgers, books, book-

lets, posters, newspapers, maps, research notes and other 

information about a wide range of subjects including: 

letters sent through the Corbyville Post Office 1913–

1922, local railways and stations, McGeachie Conserva-

tion Area, dairies in Belleville, floods in Belleville, the 

Smith family of Madoc, soldiers from Hastings County 

in World War II, World War I, Mohawks of the Bay of 

Quinte, Phil Flagler, Gerry Boyce, Shannonville, Point 

Anne, and activities of the Hastings County Historical 

Society. (The Community Archives is, of course, the 

designated repository for the Historical Society’s archiv-

al records.) 

A few items of note among the 2014 acquisitions are: 

bound volumes containing copies of the North Hastings 

Review newspapers 1877–1878, a 1920s booklet pro-

moting Belleville, several additions to our collection of 

city directories, Bedell family photographs and several 

interesting panorama photographs. 

Two special acquisitions received towards the end of 

2014 came to our Archives through cooperation with 

other collecting institutions in Hastings County. The 

Madoc (Central Hastings) Public Library had been given 

eight glass plate negatives that were in poor condition—

dirty, broken, and stained. With our specialized scanning 

equipment and the expertise of our digitization team 

(Kieran Delaney and Nick White), we were able to pro-

vide high quality positive digital images of these nega-

tives for the Library, so they can keep copies in their local 

history collection. The Library gave the original glass 

plates to our Archives, since we have better ability to pre-

serve and store them, but they have copies that can be 

viewed by people in the Madoc area where the photos 

originated.   

We also worked with the Trent Port Historical Society as 

we acquired a wonderful collection of materials related to 

the filming of Carry on Sergeant in Trenton. Again, our 

Archives provided high quality digital images of the ma-

terials to the Trent Port H.S., which can be used for dis-

plays and exhibits in the community where Carry on Ser-

geant was filmed. The original photographs and docu-

ments are somewhat fragile and were donated to our Ar-

chives. These interesting collections are still being pro-

cessed but you can expect to hear more about them soon. 

The Archives has provided copies of images and posters 

to other organizations in Hastings County. We intend to 

further develop these types of relationships to help pre-

serve and promote our documentary history. Many thanks 

to all our partners and donors, and to all the volunteers 

who make this possible. 

The Community Archives welcomes inquiries and new 

offers of donation. Contact Archivist Sharon White to ask 

about donating your personal or family archives, or the 

records of a business or organization. (Phone 613-962-

1110 or email swhite@city.belleville.on.ca.) 

Public Events 

The Community Archives and Hastings County Historical 

Society provided a joint exhibit at Heritage Belleville’s 

open house event on February 18.  Our displays featured 

photographs of “Our Sporting Heritage” in honour of this 

year’s Heritage Week theme, plus pictures and infor-

mation about the Archives move project. The evening 

included a tribute to our late town crier, Bruce Bedell, and 

an interesting talk by Jack Miller about local sport history 

and his career in sports broadcasting. 

The Archives and Historical Society also had a small dis-

play at the Core Centre during DocFest. A larger joint 

exhibit will be put up at the Seniors Showcase & Info Fair 

at the Quinte Sports & Wellness Centre on Thursday, 

March 19, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Please stop by and see 

us—or volunteer to help out on the day.  
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Member Designation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: Author Paul Kirby presenting on 

his new book, Trail of Broken Hearts,  

Surveying, Building and Settling the  

Hastings Colonization Road. Paul Kirby will 

relate his discoveries about the opening of central 

Hastings County through the construction of the road 

through endless lakes, swamps, rocks and forests and 

the efforts to attract and keep settlers to this difficult 

region. 
 

  Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go 

to Meeting Room)  

HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY DIRECTORS 
 

 
 

Officers 

President         Richard Hughes 

Vice President           Vern Whalen 

Treasurer            Grant Harrison 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 

Cliff Allan    Bill Hunt  

Bill Kennedy   John Lowry  

Diane Sule    Hal Wilson  

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)  

Orland French  (Past President ) 

Sharon White (Archivist)  

Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Mary-Lynne Morgan (Administration) 

             Bill Hunt (Research)  

County Liaison   John Lowry 

Education   Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits/Displays/Events Co-ordinator Cliff Allan & Hal Wilson 
Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 

Outlook Production   Donna Fano &  Laurel Bishop  

  (Co-editors) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs  Vern Whalen 

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Website  Orland French 

Website Assistant  
 

HCHS Website  www.hastingshistory.ca 

Heritage Centre Phone No.  613-962-1110 

 

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in  
Cannifton. Please address mail to 154 Cannifton Rd. North, General Delivery, 

Cannifton, ON, K0K 1K0. Outlook is published eight months of the year for 

members and friends of the Society. Submissions can be sent to  

outlook.hastingshistory@ gmail.com 

Hastings County 
Historical  

Society  

Presentation 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed in the 

Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both legal and 

moral rights to the material, and grants permission to the Has-

tings County Historical Society to use this material in print and/

or electronically. The opinions expressed in articles submitted to 

the Outlook are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect 

the views of the Hastings County Historical Society, its Board 

or its members. 

 

 

 

Annual Bus Tour 

In Search of Sir John A. 
Come away for the day and discover where he 

grew up, where he practiced law, where he lived 

and died. Tour Old Hay Bay Church, Bellevue 

House and Kingston City Hall 

Saturday, June 6, 2015 
Bus departs at 8:30 am from northeast parking 

area of Bayview Mall, off Bridge Street East. 

Cost: $70 - includes lunch and cost of guided 

tours 

Tickets and Information: Call Mary-Lynne  

Morgan 613-961-7091 

Book early, this tour will sell out. 

Mr. John Stockton,  
CIBC Wood-Gundy Investments,  

199 Front Street, Belleville  
Phone 613-966-5588 


