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Public Presentations 
Return to Maranatha 

 

After a two-year gap in the Society’s programs of 
Public Presentations at Maranatha, the 2022 Fall 
Speakers’ Series was launched on September 20th to a 
large and appreciative audience. A very entertaining 
and informative presentation was made by the 
History Guy of Brighton, Dan Buchanan, bringing 
the amazing story of the notorious rumrunners on 
Lake Ontario, particularly Ben Kerr. In a colourful 
and well-illustrated story, Dan Buchanan traced the 
1920s Prohibition era in Ontario and the U.S. and 
how an army of smugglers turned it to their profit. 
Ben Kerr, who spent much of his life in the Hamilton 
area, made many smuggling trips from Belleville, 
carrying the prized Corby’s whiskey from our 
harbour to the thirsty customers across the lake while 
dodging the U.S. Coast Guard. Ultimately, crime did 
not pay for Ben Kerr as he found a tragic death in the 
frigid ice floes of Lake Ontario.  
 

Plaque Unveiling Ceremony 
at Quinte West 

 

On September 10, a memorial plaque was unveiled at 
Riverfront Square  in Quinte West to commemorate 

Bleecker's Ferry which carried the earliest settlers in 
the village of Trent Port across the Trent River in the 
early 1800s, a major contributor to the early 

development of the village.  Operated first by John 
Bleecker and, after his death, by his wife, Mary 
Meyers Bleecker, daughter of John Walden Meyers, 

founder of Belleville.  

In the photo, from left, Richard Hughes and Gary 
Nicoll of the Hastings County Historical Society, 

Mayor Jim Harrison of Quinte West, Jennifer 
Rushlow of the City of Quinte West and Wendy 
Ouellette of the Trent Port Historical Society.  

Photo by Gerry Fraiberg 

First 
Speaker Dan Buchanan                       Photo by Gerry Fraiberg 
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Recipients of  
The Gerry Boyce Award 
Honored at Two Events 

 

by Gary Nicoll 
 

Over the last six months a special committee of the 
Hastings County Historical Society has been working 
on an award designed to honor individuals and 
organizations for their long-term work in gathering, 
preserving and publicizing the history and heritage of 
Hastings County.  
 

Recommendations were sought and received from 
both historical organizations in our County and our 
municipal governments.  This award is called The 
Gerry Boyce Award and is named for historian and 
teacher, Gerald E. Boyce, known affectionately as 
Gerry. Gerry wrote many books and articles about the 
history of Hastings County and he was a founding 
member of the HCHS back in 1957. He served as the 
Society’s president on three different occasions for a 
period of many years and later was the Historical 
advisor to the Board of Directors.   

The Hastings County Historical Society has been 
happy to be involved in the presentation of the first 
two of The Gerry Boyce Awards. On September 14th, 
the Tweed and Area Historical Society hosted a 
presentation of the award to a long-time member and 
past president of their Society, Evan Morton. He was 
the choice of both the Society and the Municipality of 
Tweed. The Lions Club offered their hall as a site for 
the presentation, and some of their staff prepared hors 
d'oeuvres and desserts for everyone’s enjoyment. 

There were about 30 in attendance to hear about the 
new award and to hear from Maril Swan and Tammy 
Meeks from the Tweed Historical Society about all 
the work and drive put in by Evan Morton over many 
decades to preserve local history records and 
artifacts. Local municipal councillor, Jim Fieler, 
spoke on behalf of the Municipality of Tweed to 
thank Evan for his work. Evan received the award 
from Richard Hughes of the HCHS and spoke for a 
few minutes about his appreciation of receiving this 
prestigious award named for his friend and 
inspiration, Gerry Boyce, and also thanked the many 
volunteers who over the last five decades had 
contributed their time, skills and work to the Tweed 
Historical Society and its museum and archive. 

                         
On September 20th, at its first public presentation 
since the start of COVID, the Hastings County 
Historical Society was proud to present The Gerry 
Boyce Award to Orland French. Orland served as 
president of the Society for 10 years, has written The 
Heritage Atlas of Hastings County, North of Seven, 
and Proud of It, a history/story of Loyalist College, a 
biography of Maurice Rollins and countless articles 
about historical events in the County published in 
local magazines, newspapers and the Outlook 
newsletter of the Society. He will be honored in years 
to come for spearheading the establishment of the 
Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings 
County. It became the home for archival material that 
the Society and others had been gathering and storing 
for 50 plus years before having a permanent and 
appropriate home for it. The existence of the archives 
makes possible much easier research into our local 
history. It has become a magnet for organizations and 
individuals to donate their archival material. The 

Photo credit: Tweed News 

Orland French with Gary Nicoll, Director, HCHS 

Photo by Gerry Fraiberg 
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program, inaugurated by Orland, raised some 
$300,000.00 and helped Orland and the HCHS to 
convince the City of Belleville and Hastings County 
to join in and complete the financing and building of 
the archives home in the Belleville Public Library 
building.  
 

There were 85 in attendance for both the presentation 
of The Gerry Boyce Award to Orland French and the 
subsequent talk from Dan Buchanan about 
Rumrunners, the story of Ben Kerr and Prohibition in 
Ontario. Following the actual presentation of his 
award, Orland spoke for a few minutes about his 
joining the Hastings County Historical Society 
shortly after moving into Belleville some 30 years 
ago, his early life in Midland, his career in Journalism 
and his pleasure in how the funding of the Archives 
began with a pitcher of beer at one of Belleville’s 
restaurants that stimulated conversation about how to 
raise the needed funds. He also commented on how 
surprised his history teacher from Midland Secondary 
School would be with his receipt of this prestigious 
history award.  

 
J. B. Ives, a Mill Street 

Entrepreneur  
Part 2 

 

by Gary Nicoll 
 

In July of 1923, there was a fire that resulted in the 

burning of a REO delivery truck used by Coca Cola 

Ltd and also of the offices of J. B. Ives in a wooden 

building at 22 Great St. James Street. These offices 

were attached to the warehouse of Coca Cola listed 

at 327-329 Church Street. The newspaper article 

says that these two buildings were owned by Coca 

Cola and J. B. Ives, “a lime merchant.” He kept his 

building supply business selling lime and sewer 

pipes in the smaller back portion of the building, 

keeping the number 22 on Great St. James. In 1924, 

his businesses were listed as operating from his 

home address at 14 Mount Pleasant Road.  

James Blake Ives, now going mostly by his second 

name, Blake, showed considerable entrepreneurial 

skill in developing business opportunities and then 

keeping them going in one form or another for the 

following decades. In the 1920s he stayed in the pop 

manufacturing business and formed a new aerated 

waters manufacturing company, J. B. Ives Bottling 

Works; he continued to sell sewer pipes and other 

building supplies, but not as a general building 

supply retail business. He had a ginger beer 

business, probably started in 1915 with his general 

pop manufacturing and continuing through the 

1920s. The ginger beer bottles found at the Camp 

Rathbun air base were deposited there in 1918–19 

when the camp was operational. It seems likely that 

the stoneware bottles for this product came from the 

Belleville Pottery Company that was owned by 

Charles A. Hart and his sister Alcena Lazier; and 

operated at what became 107 Station Street after 

Mill Street had its name changed. It also seems 

likely that he represented this pottery’s product line 

of sewer pipes and other field tiles.  

Throughout the two decades that Blake Ives had 

been working his way into owning and operating a 

couple of successful businesses in the Mill Street/

Great St. James working class area of Belleville, he 

would have had regular contact with potters that 

lived on Mill Street and worked at Hart Brothers 

and Lazier Pottery and its successor, Belleville 

Pottery Company, located on the southeast corner 

of Mill Street and Brown Street, which later 

became 107 Station Street when the city renamed 

Mill Street. William Handley, a long-time potter, 

and his son Newton Handley, a potter and kiln 

operator, lived at 100 Mill Street. Joseph Clarke, a 

potter, lived at 77 Mill Street, Ernest Little a lime 

kiln operator also lived on Mill Street, and Robert 

Hart, the Belleville Pottery bookkeeper, lived as a 

boarder at Kyle House on Mill Street. The 

Belleville Pottery was located 2 blocks north of 

Ives’ home and business at 45 Mill Street and just 

across the road and up half a block from William 

Lott’s home at 86 Mill Street where Ives had 

boarded for a few years. Everyone knew everyone 

else in this neighborhood. It stands to reason that 

when Blake Ives started selling sewer pipes and 

other clay field tiles that he would have used 

Belleville Pottery as his supplier, and when he 

launched his J. B. Ives Ginger Beer, he would have 

used stoneware bottles made at Belleville Pottery.  

In 1925, Belleville Pottery Company, owned by 

Charles A. Hart and Alcena Lazier, sold its 

operation to J. B. Ives. The potters that lived around 



 

the factory and warehouse on Station Street moved 

away to other towns where pottery factories were 

still active or changed professions. Only Henry 

Handley is still listed in 1926 as a potter, but by 

1927, he is no longer listed as a potter. He died in 

1929 at 67 years of age. In the Daily Ontario 

newspaper, J.B. Ives placed an ad every month of 

1926 saying “Belleville Pottery Ltd./Proprietor/ J.B. 

Ives/Successor to C.A. Hart/ Stone Ware, Drain 

Tile, Flower Pots, Sewer Pipe/107 Station Street/ 

Phone 45.”  

It appears that the making of pottery had stopped, 

but Belleville Pottery continued to sell off inventory 

and possibly other manufacturers’ products (drain 

tile and sewer pipes particularly) until the end of the 

1930s. The last listing for the Belleville Pottery 

Company was in Vernon’s Directory for Belleville 

in 1939.  

In 1925, Ives purchased part of Lot 15 on Mill 

Street, the land on which Belleville Pottery 

Company was located. He purchased it from Ella 

Bogart, the widow of Curtis Bogart, a former mayor 

of Belleville. Ella Bogart was born Ella Burrell, the 

daughter of the owner of Burrell Axe factory on 

Mill Street.  

We know from ads in the local papers that Ives 

continued to market Orange Crush and other aerated 

beverages after having sold the Belleville Bottling 

Works. He continued to list himself as a pop 

manufacturer. In 1925, for the first time, he listed a 

new company, J. B. Ives Bottling Works as a 

manufacturer of Pepsi Cola and Orange Crush. He 

began advertising his new soda pop business every 

month of 1925 in the Intelligencer. Eventually he 

used one of two buildings on the Belleville Pottery 

site and had it renumbered as 109 Station Street. It is 

interesting that in a 1929 issue of the Intelligencer, 

Ives published a notice that “Any person desiring 

Spring Water may have same by calling at factory 

109 Station Street between 7 AM and 6 PM. Bring 

your own container. No Charge. J. B. Ives Bottling 

Works.” It would appear that the bottling plant had a 

great source of natural spring water available for 

producing their various drink beverages. These soft 

drinks were promoted as Temperance beverages. 

 From 1931 to 1939, the Federal Government 

publication, Firms in Aerated Waters Industry listed 

J. B. Ives Bottling Works as one of the Ontario 

manufacturers. In 1940, Blake Ives sold J. B. Ives 

Bottling Works to William J. Ott, and Ott ran 

monthly ads in the Intelligencer, describing itself as 

the supplier of Pepsi Cola and the “Successors to 

Ives Bottling Works.” William Ott changed the 

name of the company to Quinte Dry Beverages. In 

1942, this publication, for the first time, listed 

Quinte Dry Beverages as operating at 107 Station 

Street, Ives' old location for both his pottery and 

bottling works.  

On January 22, 1943, J. B. Ives died of 

arteriosclerosis. He is listed as a retired person, 

having sold the Beverage company in 1940 and 

wound down Belleville Pottery Company in 1940 

ending its corporate history some 14–15 years after 

the company stopped actually manufacturing 

pottery.  

So, back to our J.B. Ives ginger beer bottles. These 

would have been made between 1915 and 1920. By 

1920, there was prohibition in Ontario, and Ives 

would either have had to remove the alcohol 

content in his ginger beer or stop production. As he 

owned a soda pop bottling company that was 

selling what newspaper articles described as 

“Temperance beverages,” it is most likely he just 

stopped selling the ginger beer in its distinctive 

stoneware bottles. There are examples of glass pop 

bottles from the ’20s and ’30s from the J.B. Ives 

Bottling Works that are also collectible.  

 

There is a very interesting tie-in 

between Ives' business endeavours and 

the Hart and Lazier Pottery Company, 

also known as the Belleville Pottery 

Company. But that is another story 

about the industries on Mill Street in 

early-twentieth-century Belleville. 

  

Green glass bottle: J. B. Ives 

Bottling Wks. Belleville   ca1930 
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have to be careful how you interpret that assertion. 

In area, Hastings County is larger than Toronto, or 
Ottawa (once Carleton County) or the state of Rhode 
Island. And it is much larger than the smallest 
country in the world, Vatican City, at .44 km2 
(population 510 or .08 priests per hectare). 

We're at a total of about 146,000 people; Metro 
Toronto is at 6.3 million. We could probably park all 
our vehicles on the Don Valley Parkway and still not 
have a traffic jam. On the other hand, Toronto parks 
some of its cars on our 401 in winter and closes the 
highway. 

As a matter of latitude, we are east of Havana, Cuba 
(honestly) and west of Kingston, Jamaica and almost 
all of South America. (Look it up: South America 
isn't where you think it is.). On the north-south scale, 
we are south of Paris, Prague, Dublin, Berlin and 
Edinburgh and Helsinki. Moscow, too. South of us is 
Toronto, Windsor and Auckland, New Zealand. And 
all of the above-mentioned less dense Australia. 

Some scientists predict that if all the ice in the world 
were to melt because of global warming, the seas 
might rise as much as 75 metres (245 feet). That 
would be sufficient to allow ocean-going cruise ships 
to dock in Belleville harbour, which is 75 metres 
above sea level. Hastings County slopes slowly 
upwards towards Algonquin Park, reaching 442 
metres ASL (1,450 feet) at Maynooth. As you drive 
Highway 62 northward, there is a sense of the land 
rising slowly as you go. Maynoothians and 
Bancroftians have reason to feel superior to 
Bellevillians. 

One more thing: one could argue the name of the 
county is a holdover from colonialism. It was named 
after the 1st Marquess of Hastings, Francis Rawdon-
Hastings, a military leader in the American 
Revolution and a close friend of Lieutenant-
Governor Simcoe, the guy in charge of naming 
places. Rawdon-Hastings became the Earl of Moira 
in 1793 and the river, known to natives as the 
Sagonaska, was named by the English as the Moira. 

There are few native names in Hastings. Paudash 
Lake, Baptiste Lake, Deseronto and L'Amable are 
drawn from the names of Indian chiefs. Belleville 
was named after a white aristocrat's wife. 

 

Information drawn from the Heritage Atlas of 
Hastings County, 2006, and updated. 
 
 

 

Bigness? Or Greatness? 
How Large Is Hastings 

County? 
 

by Orland French 
 

When Lieutenant-Governor John Graves Simcoe sat 
his surveyors down at a map of what became Eastern 
Ontario in 1792, they came up with a Hastings 
County that was quite peculiar in shape. Its “front” or 
southern boundary ran along the north shore of the 
Bay of Quinte. Its eastern and western boundaries ran 
northward in the form of a gradually narrowing 
isosceles triangle until they came to a collision point 
on the Ottawa River, a wilderness and a half away 
from Lake Ontario. 

It would have been a very difficult territory to 
administer. Even when the top part was lopped off 
and eventually incorporated into Renfrew County 
(largest in Ontario), it is still 160 kilometres long and 
the second largest county in Ontario. At first it was 
linked with Lennox and Addington as one riding 
(different from a county). 

What is now southern Ontario was then part of 
Quebec, and divided into four districts: Hesse, 
Nassau, Lunenburg and Mecklenburg (note the 
Germanic origin of the names. The counties were 
generally named after counties in England). Hastings 
was part of Mecklenburg. These are little trivia bits 
you can toss around at your next tea party. 

This year is the 230th anniversary of the founding of 
Hastings County. Possibly most of its southern 
population today have never seen the top half of the 
county (the mid-point is the community of 
McDonalds in Tudor Township.) Many might think 
Highway 7 is halfway to the pole. Maybe Highway 
401 fringes on the northern limits of Canadian 
civilization. 

This is one darned big county, all of it administered 
from a county building in downtown Belleville, 
which is not even part of the county. It's a separated 
city. Hastings is larger than 28 countries of the world 
combined. Many of these are island nations which, 
unfortunately, are getting smaller as ocean levels rise. 

Canada's population density is four persons per 
square kilometre, but that includes a lot of very empty 
territory. Hastings also seems sparsely inhabited, 
north of the 401, but it has 24.2 persons per square 
kilometre. The densest population in the world, the 
European city-state of Monaco, is 26,523 per square 
km. Australia is far less dense than Canada, but you 
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Historical Society Launches 
Sponsorship Campaign 

 
COVID-19 has affected the lives of everyone—
isolation, masks, social distancing, rapid tests and so 
much more. It has also affected the very busy 
activities of your Historical Society. Our public 
events have been suspended for 2 ½ years including 
our Public Presentations at Maranatha and, very 
importantly, our two major fundraising activities, the 
Annual Celebration of Local History Banquet and the 
Annual Historical Bus Tours.   

The Society has, however, remained very busy, 
developing and delivering projects that did not 
require public attendance.  These included the 
publication of the historical booklets provided free to 
the public; the creation of The Gerry Boyce Award 
for outstanding long-term contribution to local 
heritage; the development of three historical plaques 
in Quinte West and one at Albert College; and 
writing the monthly newsletter, Outlook, filled with 
great stories and news, without missing a single 
edition and many more. Our Board of Directors has 
been expanded, bringing fresh and dynamic 

approaches and the development of new community 
programs. Also, we are currently carrying out a 
comprehensive modernization of the Society’s 
website to make it a more effective vehicle to bring 
you news, information, stories and so much more. We 
are ensuring that all of our social media platforms are 
up-to-date. 

In 2022, out of an abundance of caution, we will not 
have the fundraising banquet, as this requires months 
of preparation, and we could not be sure what the 
situation would be in October.  In these circumstances 
we find it necessary to seek the financial support of 
our many sponsors as expenses never take a holiday, 
and we are planning a very busy agenda of programs 
for the balance of 2022 and into 2023. In our 
sponsorship campaign, we will be contacting the 
many businesses and individuals that have so 
generously sponsored the Society’s programs in the 
past.  We will also be reaching out to many others to 
join our wonderful family of sponsors.  In these cases, 
we will be proposing a sponsorship level of $300. 

We know that many of our members have included 
donations with their annual memberships and we are 

very thankful for their remarkable support. In the 
rather extraordinary circumstances that we are facing, 

It’s Reading Time Again 
by Michelle Hutchison 

A contemporary of the Group of Seven, Manly MacDonald was gentle and 
charming, but not without controversy. He considered himself a traditional 
painter, but some saw his art differently. Preferring to work outside in all 
seasons, he created many beautiful depictions of the life of his times. After 
completing a painting, it was not unheard of for Manly MacDonald to gift it 
to the subject. Over the years, author Charles Beale has begun to collect 
paintings of Manly MacDonald, recalling a chance encounter when the 
author was a mere boy of 12. Years of research led to the writing of Manly 
Edward MacDonald: Interpreter of Old Ontario. Of Manly MacDonald, 
Beale says “… his art was who he was and how he viewed the world 
around him.” 
98 colour plates of paintings  174 pages $75 

Oyez, Oyez, Oyez … the Town Crier has an announcement to make, a 
proclamation to shout forth! The “cry” may be for competition or to mark a 
happy event; it may be a toast or a simple call to dinner. It may be humorous or 
it may be serious. Author Bruce W. Bedell shares a quick bit of the history of 
cries and provides a collection of cries that he used over a period of 10 years 
while he was Town Crier for the city of Sault Ste Marie. The Book of Cries 
allows us, briefly, to enter the world of the Town Crier. Every town should have 
one! 
135 pages $15 
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we are inviting everyone to consider becoming a 
sponsor at the level of $300 or making a donation in 

any amount that you might find possible. We can 
promise you in return that the Board and the 
wonderful team of volunteers of the Historical 

Society will continue to work very hard to bring to 
you both informative and entertaining programs.  

 

John Macoun – Belleville 
Teacher, Canada’s Botanist 

 

by John Lowry 
It is a calm fall day in the late 1870s in what is now 
southwest Saskatchewan. A clear blue sky reigns 
over the gently rolling prairie grasslands which 
stretch endlessly in the distance. Over the horizon a 
dark-clad figure appears, striding purposefully across 
the landscape. He stops, often stooping and often 
kneeling down, closely inspecting the waving prairie 
grass. It is none other than John Macoun, Canada’s 
first national botanist. He has been invited by Sir 
Sanford Fleming to participate in several expeditions 
to what was then the Northwest Territories to study 
the great prairie lands and to report back on what 
regions of this vast western territory would be most 
suitable for agricultural purposes.  

This preliminary research was actually an important 
time period in the history of our country as Macoun’s 
reports to the federal government would help 
determine the route of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
across the prairies. The great iron road was to be 
constructed to link the widely separated colonies of 
British North America into a single nation. Macoun’s 
recommendations on the favourable agricultural 
conditions influenced the government’s decision to 
choose a more southerly route for the national 
railway.  

Born in a tiny hamlet in County Down, Ireland, John 
Macoun immigrated with his family to Upper Canada 
in 1850. From his arrival, he spent every opportunity 
foraging through the fields and forests seeking to 
identify every plant he encountered. This passion for 
the identification of flora and fauna became a life-
long obsession. After trying his hand at farming in 
Seymour Township, Macoun turned his talents to 
teaching. By 1860, while continuing his botanical 
research, he was teaching in Belleville, and within 
eight years, he had reached such a level of expertise 
that he was invited to join the staff of Albert College 
as a professor of botany and geology.  

It was a chance encounter with Sir Sanford Fleming 

in 1872 that would propel John to the national stage. 
Having completed five expeditions to the Northwest, 
Macoun was officially designated the “Explorer of 
the Northwest Territories.” In 1881, he moved from 
Belleville to Ottawa and shortly thereafter, was 
appointed Canada’s first Dominion Botanist by the 
Geological Survey of Canada (GSC). He remained 
with the GSC for 31 years.  

Macoun was a prolific 
collector and cataloguer of 
Canadian flora and fauna, 
discovering about 1000 new 
species, many of which are 
named after him. His massive 
collection eventually became 
the foundation of the exhibits 
of the National Museum of 
Natural Sciences in Ottawa. 
He was also a popular public 
speaker and dazzled his 
audiences with his vast 
knowledge, oratorical skills 
and his pithy sense of humour. 

Macoun published two catalogues of Canadian birds 
and flora.  

John Macoun retired from the GSC in 1912 at the age 
of 81 and moved to Vancouver Island. A stroke left 
him partially paralysed, but the inveterate naturalist 
and collector continued his work nonetheless. He 
passed away in June 1920 and is buried with his wife 
in Beechwood Cemetery, Ottawa. Mount Macoun, a 
3,030-metre (9,940 ft) peak in Glacier National Park 
is named in his honour.  

You are invited to a special ceremony to recognize 
the amazing achievements of John Macoun at a 

memorial plaque unveiling ceremony to be held at 
Albert College on October 22nd at 11 a.m.  Come out 
and hear more about the exploits of John Macoun as 

he is honoured at the school where he once taught.  

 
Hallowe’en in Early 1900s  

by Richard Hughes 
 

For many years now, Hallowe’en has been 
characterized by youngsters in all sorts of bright and 
colourful costumes, armed with bags, baskets and 
occasional pillowcases, going door-to-door seeking 
to fill them with candy. They call out “trick or treat,” 
but we all know there is only one acceptable answer. 
That was not the case a hundred years ago when 
treats were few and pranks all too common. In 

John Macoun 
Library and Archives 
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reviewing the newspapers from 1916 to 1918, there is 
no mention of candy—only the occasional apple or 
other such treat. Rather, it appears it was more a 
parade of youngsters in colourful costumes—witches, 
hobgoblins, bats and jack-o-lanterns—out in the 
streets with most just having fun while others 
pursued their mischief. The newspaper reported that 
the strange and fearsome creatures had the freedom 
of the city. 

For many, Hallowe’en was celebrated at parties. At 
the Y.M.C.A. in 1917, about 40 younger boys 
gathered for games, including blindfold boxing, 
bottle balancing and ducking for apples, followed by 
a taffy and apple feast. In a separate event, the older 
boys brought their girlfriends for their evening of 
games. At Christ Church parish hall, 60 children 
paraded in their costumes and then held an evening of 
games and music. For the adults in 1917, there was a 
dance at the hall on Campbell Street, and for the high 
society of the City, the Imperial Order of the 
Daughters of the Empire presented a very formal 
evening of dancing. Formal gowns, military officers 
in red mess uniforms and gentlemen in black evening 
suits made quite an elegant sight.  

But, reports on Hallowe’en in the early years of the 
twentieth century focus mainly on the “tricks” rather 
than on the “treats.”  One report says, “An army of 
small pixies with blowpipes bombarded windows 
with tiny pellets making mysterious sounds on the 
outer panes.”  Another report pleads, “The boys who 
placed the buggy on the roof of the Methodist Church 
Hallowe’en night are requested to be more moderate 
in their future operations, as it takes time and 
patience to lower the vehicle of like dimensions to 
terra firma.”    

On a more serious note, in 1918, with the deadly 
Spanish Flu circulating everywhere, officials urged 
parents to keep their children home so as not to 
disturb people who had the sickness by making 
noises in the street. This would “occasion trouble or 
annoyance to those who have trouble enough on their 
hands already.” The next day Chief of Police, John 
Newton, expressed his appreciation for the 
consideration shown to the sick. It was a quiet night, 
little property damage and only a few kids in the 
streets in costume. Also, he noted, the provision of 
sweets was prohibited by the Food Controller. 
Hopefully, a hundred years after pranks were the 
dominant feature of Hallowe’en and, with the lifting 
of COVID-19 restrictions, kids will be able to return 
to the fun times of chocolate, chocolate and more 
chocolate treats! 

tel:613-967-3304
mailto:president@hastingshistory.ca

