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Lee was a frequent visitor at our meetings and other 
events. In the photograph shown here he is the 
master of ceremonies for the event celebrating the 
contributions of Belleville resident Gerry Boyce to 
the Hastings County Historical Society and the com-
munity. Lee could be counted on to enliven our 
meetings with his sage and humorous comments. 

Our thoughts are with Eleanor, the extended family, 
everyone who worked with him in radio, television, 
the Belleville Theatre Guild, and other activities. 

Historical Society Loses 
Dear Friend   
The Hastings County Historical Society extends its 
sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Lee 

Jourard. The vet-
eran broadcaster 
died on September 
1, 2014, with his 
wife, Eleanor, at his 
side. He is survived 
by daughter, Tigger, 
and other members 
of his immediate 
family. 

The funeral was 
held at the Sons of 
Jacob Synagogue 
Memorial Park at 
Bayside, followed 
by a reception at the 
Synagogue on Vic-
toria Avenue, Belle-
ville. A celebration of 

Lee’s life will take place on Saturday November 8 at 
2:00 p.m. Location to be announced. 

Several members of the Hastings County Historical 
Society attended the funeral and subsequent recep-
tion.  

Lee was a good friend of the Society. In fact, he was 
one of only three surviving members of the first 
year’s (1957) membership list. 

In our early years he helped conduct an archaeo-
logical survey on Grape Island and sorted papers 
found in the basement of the original County Court 
House on Pinnacle Street. On two occasions, he 
and Gerry Boyce visited the Rev. Bowen P. Squire 
(semi-retired  Baptist minister resident at Consecon 
to examine paintings and archaeological artifacts 
relating to the early history of Prince Edward 
County.  The two also spent time on Grape Island 
searching for signs of habitation. 

Exciting Plans for 2014 Banquet 

For over a decade the Historical 
Society’s annual banquet and Cele-
bration of Local History has grown 
in every respect. Each year the Soci-
ety has brought a national figure to 
Belleville, which has produced 
lively, sold out events. For 2014, 
being the 100th anniversary of the 
beginning of the First World War, 
the Society has gone one step fur-
ther by joining forces with the Hast-

ings and Prince Edward Regiment Museum to create a 
truly spectacular event. First, we have succeeded in book-
ing one of Canada’s foremost experts on military and 
political history, Mr. Jack Granatstein (above photo). 
Known far and wide as a great speaker, he will tell the 
banquet audience why he believes the last 100 days of 

the war were Canada’s greatest. 

But this is only the beginning as we will be entertained 
by the rousing music of the bagpipes and the event will 
close with a ceremony with both pipes and bugle. We 
also will feature a grand sing-along of the top hits of 
1914 led by pianist Rick Penner, which should raise the 
roof. On top of all this, we will feature an amazing new 
display of WWI photographs and artifacts, clearly illus-
trating the scenes faced by the young men and women 

who marched to the front. 

Tickets are available at the Heritage Centre, Cannifton, 
Quinte Arts Council, 45 Bridge Street East or through 
Richard Hughes 613-961-7771. Book early as it will be a 

sell-out! 

Lee Jourard 



2 

An Appreciation of Our  
Archive Volunteers   
By Sharon White, Archivist 

The three main components of an Archives are the 
archival materials themselves, the place where the 
materials are kept, and the people who make the 
whole place work.  In our Community Archives, the 
people who keep us open are mainly volunteers.   

We are very fortunate to have a group of keen and 
knowledgeable volunteers who donate so much of 
their time and talents.  Some work at the Archives 
a few hours per week, others up to four days.  
Their work is in four broad areas: 

• Our description team creates lists, database 
entries, archival descriptions, and finding aids, 
so that we know what we have and where it is 
located.   

• Our public service volunteers greet and assist 
visitors, answer emails, and help find likely 
sources for answers to a huge variety of re-
search questions.  

• We have an outreach group, who research 
and create displays and presentations, and 
sometimes attend events or give presenta-
tions.   

• Linked with all these roles is our digitization 
program, with volunteers who use our scan-
ning equipment and work with digital images.   

These different areas overlap and many volun-
teers work in more than one.  I think we all gain a 
great deal of satisfaction from our work, and have 
fun doing it!  Please get in touch if you are inter-
ested in joining us (613-962-1110 or 
swhite@city.belleville.on.ca).  All levels of experi-
ence are welcome. 

There are 25 Archives Volunteers now - all greatly 
appreciated - and many who helped in the past.  
Those who volunteered at the Community Ar-
chives (since 2010) but later retired include Ruth 
Boyce, Beth Green, Katharine Mills, Luella Park-
hurst, George Pearce, Lindi Pierce, and Erin 
Ryan.  Thank you all, we are building on your 
work.  Thanks also to long-time volunteer Marion 
Fisher, who retired before 2010 but worked with 
the Historical Society’s photographs and pictures 
until age 90. That’s dedication! 

Coming Events—Fall 2014 

Tuesday, October 21, 2014: Hastings County Histori-
cal Society presents: Greg Pinchin, Special Projects Plan-
ner, City of Belleville on The Downtown Façade Program. 
Join us at 7.30 p.m. at the Quinte Living Centre, 370 Front 

Street, Belleville (northeast corner door).  

Saturday, October 25, 2014: Hastings County Historical 
Society and Hastings & Prince Edward Regiment Museum 
present the HCHS Annual Banquet and Celebration of His-
tory, A Commemoration of the Beginning of World 

War I.  Special Guest Speaker Jack Granatstein speaking 
on Our Greatest Victory, Canada’s Participation in the Last 
100 Days of WWI.  Travelodge Hotel Ballroom, Social 
Hour 6 p.m., Dinner 7:15 p.m. Tickets $65 at Quinte Arts 
Council, The Heritage Centre, Cannifton and Richard 

Hughes at 613-961-7772. 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014: Hastings County His-
torical Society presents: Author Millie Morton of King-
ston, speaking  on her book, Grace: A Teacher’s Life, One 

Room Schools, and a Century of Change in Ontario. Join 
us at 7.30 p.m. at the Quinte Living Centre, 370 Front 

Street, Belleville (northeast corner door).   

October 14 to November 8, 2014: Art show based 

on images from the Archives The next exhibit at the 
Belleville Art Association Gallery, 392 Front Street, Belle-
ville, will feature works of art inspired by photographs 
from the Community Archives.   

Some of the past and present Archives Volunteers 

Statistics for recent years show that our Archives 
receives over 5,000 hours of volunteer work annu-
ally. It is impossible to put a price tag on this work, 
which reflects the volunteers’ many years of accu-
mulated experience with the collections (close to 
200) and their extensive knowledge of local history 
or information technologies. 

For reporting purposes we state it is worth about 
$100,000 but in reality, our volunteers are priceless!  
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The Bata Shoe Manufacturing 
Empire:  Capitalism with a  
Social Conscience 
By Bill Kennedy  
 

In 1939, accompanied by 100 Czech families, Tho-
mas J. Bata emigrated from Czechoslovakia to Can-
ada where he bought an old paper mill in Frankford, 
Ontario, and began manufacturing shoes. It was 
from this start in his new homeland that a new fac-
tory soon rose at the site known today as the town of 
Batawa, the name being a combination of the 
owner’s and Canada’s capital city.  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas J. Bata 

 
The original Bata shoe empire was started by three 
Bata brothers in 1894 in Zlin, Czechoslovakia. It 
was the world’s first shoe factory and the most mod-
ern for its time. Their aim, said Batawa Communica-
tions Director, Dr. Phillip Baldwin, the Society’s 
September guest speaker, was to provide quality 
merchandise at inexpensive prices. The company 
grew to 40,000 employees who enjoyed high wages 
and medical and health insurance benefits. It was 
when the Second World War became imminent that 
Thomas Bata decided it was time to move and chose 
Canada because he saw it as a country of order, jus-
tice and peace. The site of Batawa had rail and water 
transportation, was close to Trenton with its air base, 
and within reasonable distance of Montreal, Toronto 
and Ottawa.   
     Ironically, it was World War II that put Bata’s 
Canadian operation on a sound footing by being 
called upon to produce war materiel such as naval 
gun mounts and torpedo gyroscopes. The factory 

operated twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week 
with a staff of 160 people, most of whom were 
women. In 1943, Thomas Bata became a Captain in 
the Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment, and in 
the following year was sent on a mission to India to 
investigate rubber production. In 1999, the Regiment 
made him an Honorary Colonel. 
     Bata met Swiss architectural student Sonja Wett-
stein and asked her to marry him. She tells the story 
that while not especially interested in him, she did 
admire his mix of capitalism with a social con-
science. One day they went for a ride in a small air-
plane and during the flight, she says, he told her ei-
ther she accept his proposal of marriage or he would 
throw her out. They were married in 1946.   
      
Any thoughts of returning to Zlin after the war to 
carry on the business there were cut short when the  
Bata factory was confiscated and nationalized by the 
Communists in 1945. Elsewhere, however, the com-
pany forged ahead to great success. By 1975, the 
organization included 98 operating companies in 89 
countries employing 90,000 people and producing 
300 million pairs of shoes annually. It wasn’t until 
1989 and the fall of the Berlin Wall that Bata finally 
returned to Zlin to great acclaim.  

Bata Shoe Museum in Toronto 
 

The company’s fortunes in Canada took a downturn 
in the 1990s with the company’s loss of 32 million 
dollars through a combination of the impact of for-
eign imports and adherence to tradition. Cheaper 
shoes were flooding in from Asia and sports foot-
wear had become the norm. In March of 2000 the 
Batawa operation finally closed its doors. Thomas 
Bata was described as tough but fair and a man with 
a sense of humour. Hard work and optimism were 
among the attributes that kept him going. He died in 
Toronto in 2008 at the age of ninety-three. 
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The Tragedy of Paperboy Freddie 

Clarke – Part Two 

By Vern Whalen  

Freddie Clarke, a twelve-year-old pa-

perboy from Belleville, died April 4, 

1954, after a fall from a fourth-floor 

window of the Yates Hotel in Syra-

cuse. There were questions about how 

this tragedy unfolded. 

One story was that sometime after midnight on March 13, 

some boys came to Room 338 where Freddie Clarke was. 

They wanted to trade a water gun he had bought for a 

wallet. He agreed with the swap and was invited back to 

their room. Another story had Freddie relentlessly trying 

to get into the other boys’ room until gaining entry. This 

was disregarded as it would have been out of character for 

the boy. Regardless, shortly afterward a pillow fight com-

menced with seven boys in Room 338. One version of the 

story was that Freddie was on the single bed at the win-

dow, stopped fighting to catch his breath and was hit by 

one last swing of a pillow, knocking him off the bed and 

through the window. Another version was that possibly 

tired and weak due to his asthma, while standing on the 

bed Freddie simply lost his balance and fell backward out 

of the window. Whatever the case, he landed four stories 

below (60 feet) but was conscious. A cab driver nearby, 

seeing him lying there and trying to get up, contacted a 

policeman in the area. The boy was able to give his name, 

that of his father, home address and phone number. He 

was rushed by ambulance to the Onondaga Hospital, a 

small 32-bed facility nearby. The policeman noted the 

time of the accident as being 5:22 a.m. on March 13. 

Jim and Bob Dolan both recalled that the rooms had been 

rearranged to accommodate the extra beds. Jim even re-

membered his bed was originally also at the window and 

being concerned, he had moved it. 

During the evening they heard the sound of broken glass. 

One of the other boys in their room, Rocque Davis, said 

he saw something go by the window. The boys looked out 

their window and saw someone lying on the ground be-

low. They later found out that Freddie Clarke had been in 

the room just above them. At the time they had no idea 

what had happened. In the morning they were told about 

the pillow fight and that Freddie Clarke had been acciden-

tally pushed through the window during the commotion 

and was in hospital. It was recalled that the balance of the 

trip carried on, although it was naturally subdued. Pleas by 

some boys to go home after the accident were ignored. 

Many on the trip were questioned and while there was an 

investigation, it was not up to the standards of a coroner’s 

inquest today. A civil lawsuit by the Clarkes against the 

newspaper and the Yates Hotel is believed to have been 

settled out of court. 

No personal blame for the accident was ever laid on any-

one. What really happened in the wee hours of March 13, 

1954, in Room 338 of the Yates Hotel in Syracuse was 

never positively determined. However, what was certain 

was that the elder Clarkes lost a precious son, Sherri 

Clarke, a little brother, and Freddie Clarke’s young life was 

tragically cut short. 

Postscript 

-The Yates Hotel in Syracuse was eventually demolished. 

-Freddie’s address of 40 Hillcrest Avenue no longer exists.  

-The Belleville water tower was constructed there in the 

mid-1950s. His childhood home was moved below the hill 

to Great St. James Street.  

-The Ontario Intelligencer paid for the young boy’s funeral. 

 -The expenses for the three-week stay of the Clarke family 

in Syracuse were covered by the Yates Hotel. 

 -Joanne, the young classmate for whom Freddie bought a 

gift committed suicide at the age of seventeen. 

 -Contest winner Jim Dolan became prominent Belleville 

physician, Dr. James Dolan.  

 -His brother Bob became a part owner of the Belleville 

Bulls and a city councillor. 

 -Rocque Davis became a popular fireman in Belleville, but 

died young. 

 -Like the author, both Clarke parents once lived in Point 

Anne. 

 -Mrs. Clarke died in 1988 at the age of 68 and Mr. Clarke 

died in 1998 at the age of 82. 

 -Sherri Clarke raised a son and a daughter and lives in 

Gatineau, Quebec. At the age of 76, she still looks for an-

swers that may never be found. 

-The author won a trip to Toronto in 1964 for selling news-

paper subscriptions to the Telegram. He couldn’t under-

stand his mother’s initial reluctance to let him go on the 

trip. He eventually learned why. 

 -The Intelligencer never ran a subscription contest trip 

again. 

 -Sadly, to many, Freddie Clarke is forever a twelve-year-

old paperboy. 
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At the Call of King and Country 
People from Hastings County in the Great War 

1914-1918 

The following is an excerpt from Bill Kennedy’s re-

marks for the launch of his book  At the Call of King 

and Country given at the Core Centre, Belleville, on 

September 27th. This book is published by the Hast-

ings County Historical Society in commemoration of 

the men and women of Hastings County who served 

overseas in the First World War. 

I like to think of At the Call of King and Country as 
a small book with a big message, a message that has 
come down to us through one hundred years of our 

country’s history.  

Near the mediaeval town of Ypres, Belgium, on the 
morning of May 2, 1915, 22-year-old McGill Uni-
versity graduate Lieutenant Alexis Helmer was 
killed by enemy artillery fire. Among the millions of 
men who were casualties of the First World War his 
death may have been just one more name in the 
seemingly endless lists of names on the gravestones, 
cenotaphs and monuments of the Western Front—
except for one thing. His good friend was Canadian 
1st Brigade artillery commander and military doctor 
Major John McCrae. The story as to how it came 
about varies but within days of Helmer’s death 

McCrae’s poem “In Flanders Fields” was born. 

was not meant to expire at the eleventh hour on No-
vember 11, 1918. Their voices, their stories, like the 
ones recounted in this book, live on in documents 
and in their letters written home, in photographs, 
newspaper clippings and mementos, and must not be 
forgotten. It is up to us in this centennial year of that 
terrible conflict and to those who follow to hold 
high that torch by remembering them and the sacri-
fice they made in the name of the freedoms we en-
joy today. I’m sure they would be pleased to know 
that we are gathered here this evening for that pur-

pose. 

Bill Kennedy signs a copy of his book “At the Call of King 
and Country” for Sharon White while Historical Society 
director Mary-Lynne Morgan looks on. 

Following the book launch guests were treated to coffee 
and desserts at the Core Centre. (Photos Barb Whalen) 

How Did Citizens Respond to the 

Great War?     By Laurel Bishop 

In early August of 1914, the people of Hastings County 

found themselves at war. What was their response? Part 

of the answer can be found in the pages of The Intelligen-

cer, in the excerpts from the August and September issues 

of that year. Should anyone wish to read the full articles 

and others, a collection will be available at the Commu-

nity Archives for perusal. Microfilm copies of the news-

paper can be found in both the Belleville Public Library 

and the Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings 

County. 

August 7: “In response to Canada’s call for men and a 
special regimental order by Lt.-Col. Marsh, commanding 
officer of the Fifteenth Regiment, of this city, last eve-
ning there was a great gathering at the Armouries here. 
Not only young men, but older men were out in full 
force, and not a few women. . . . the work of enlisting 
was gone on with. In one company over forty 

enlisted.” (p. 1) 

August 8: “The Belleville tourists, who are at present . . . 
in London, England, cable: Sailings all cancelled; don’t 

know when we’ll be home. All well; don’t worry.” (p.3)  

In this poem, which today is known the world over, 
the dead beseech their mortal comrades with the 
words “To you from failing hands we throw / The 
torch; be yours to hold it high.” Their call, that mes-
sage from the mud-slick trenches of a century ago, 



6 

August 14: “Rifle practice is held every afternoon and 
evening at the armouries for recruits and members of the 
regiment. . . . the men will have acquired considerable 

skill with the rifle before they leave the city.” (p. 3)  

August 23: “Fifteenth Regiment Boys Answer the Call . . 
. The crowd that gathered at the station to see the boys 
off packed the platform on all sides. Mothers, fathers, 
sisters, brothers, sweethearts, showing evidence of sor-
row, one mother, who must look after two little grand-
children, bearing up nobly under the strain. The scene as 
the volunteers marched to the station, was pathetic, yet 
heart-thrilling, the bagpipes playing a Scotch air, tears 
flowing, hats waving, others shouting, and then came the 
entrainment – the shaking of hands through the car win-
dows, the boys bearing up bravely under the trying or-
deal. The last good-bye was spoken, and the train moved 

away.” (p. 1)  

August 26: “That the citizens of Belleville are thor-
oughly in earnest and prepared to do their duty in the pre-
sent crisis was demonstrated last evening when the Grif-
fin Opera House was filled to overflowing with an enthu-
siastic audience. The occasion was a patriotic concert, . . . 
for the benefit of those who are left behind and dependent 

upon the brave volunteers who went to the front.” (p. 1) 

August 27: “A practical and interesting meeting of the 
members of the Home Guard was held last night in the 
Armoury. . . . Sir Mackenzie Bowell, in his usual vigor-
ous manner, urged the necessity for a watchful lookout 

for suspicious strangers in our midst.” (p. 3)  

August 28: “Patriotic Event On West Side Grounds; 
Committee from Women’s Institute Have Pleasant and 
Successful Evening . . . In the pavilion, which was pret-
tily decorated, the school children gave excellent drills 

under the direction of Miss Woodley.” (p. 7)  

September 3: “The 34th Battery arrived in Valcartier Sat-
urday, August 29th. Men and horses detrained in fine con-
dition . . . Gunner Yerex is worrying over that girl of his 
on Bridge Street West. Joe Cadwell also can be heard 
heaving heavy sighs and whistling softly: ‘I am Wearing 
My Heart Away for You, Louise.’ – soft music, 

please!” (p. 1)  

September 5: “The local Retail Merchants’ Association 
will form a company of the Home Guards. All retail mer-
chants and senior clerks are requested to be present at a 
preliminary drill on Monday evening in the Armour-

ies.” (p. 1)  

September 8: “The Red Cross and Supply Committee of 
the Belleville Patriotic Association is now fairly well or-
ganized for work . . . A large box of helmet caps, health  
 

bands, wristlets and housewives*, was sent to the Belle-

ville boys on Saturday.” (p. 2) *small sewing kits  

September 8: “Dear Mother: . . . This afternoon we were 
up before the doctor and were examined. To my great 
pleasure I was pronounced fit. Only about five out of the 
Belleville bunch were rejected. Am well and hope you 

are the same. Archie Cooke.” (p. 2)  

September 10: “Last night the large hall at Shannonville 
was filled by an interested audience of men and women 
from Shannonville and the neighboring parts of Tyendi-
naga listening to patriotic songs and speeches and orga-
nizing for work for the Duke of Connaught’s fund and 

for the Red Cross and local needs.” (p. 3)  

September 16: “Valcartier: Large crowds of visitors were 
present in all kinds of conveyances, from a buck-board 
wagon to a $5,000 limousine, and hundreds on foot. 
Band concerts, foot ball and blanket tossing were among 
the entertainments for visitors. . . . Medical examination 
concluded on Saturday. Over five hundred men were 
turned down, some physically unfit, others being under 

age.” (p. 8)  

September 22: “An excellent cause, an excellent audi-
ence and an excellent programme can truly be said of 
“Our Boys” patriotic concert, held in the City Hall last 
evening. . . . The object of this delightful entertainment 
was for the purpose of procuring sweaters for the brave 
volunteers from this city who are going to the front.” (p. 

1)  

September 22: “Duty’s Call to a Belleville Lady. Miss 
Geen, daughter of Rev. A.L. and Mrs. Geen, having re-
ceived orders from the Department, left today on the fast 
train for Quebec. She is a graduate of the Royal Victoria 
Hospital. . . . A number, who knew the time of her leav-
ing, were at the station to bid her farewell and God speed. 
The members of the Chapter of the Daughters of the Em-
pire presented Miss Geen with a wrist watch, suitable for 
use while on duty. An abundance of gold coin came roll-

ing in until her purse was filled.” (p.2)  

September 30: “Mr. and Mrs. E.B. Sprague returned 
from Valcartier this morning, where they visited with 
their son Charlie, who is now on the high seas. They re-
port excellent conditions in the camp, and all anxious for 

the front.” (p. 2) 



At the Belleville Armoury 

Together with the Community Archives and in collaboration with Hastings and 
Prince Edward Regiment Museum we mounted one of our most ambitious exhibits 
in recent years at the Belleville Armoury on September 13th as part of Doors Open 
Quinte Region and September 27th as part of Belleville Culture Days. 

With over 3,000 square 
feet we had space to 
feature six of our poster 
exhibits, our slide show 
100 Years Ago - Canada 
Goes to War, a table for the display (and sale) of books and 
on the 27th we were joined by Glanmore, Heritage Belleville 
and the Cadet Corps. 

Volunteers pictured at  the Armoury, Saturday the 27th of September, from left to right: Mary-Lynne Morgan, Diane Sule, 
Alexander Craig (museum volunteer), John Inrig (Museum volunteer), Sharon White, Cyril Sharp (photographer and 

Archives donor) Richard Hughes, Shirley Dazé (Glanmore volunteer) and Lois Foster. 

In addition to the exhibits which readers may have 
seen previously, we featured a brand new set of 
twelve posters showing Canada at War 1914 to 
1918. This was created through a project between 
the Community Archives and the Regimental 
Museum; it includes 30 pictures taken at the front 
lines, with scenes that would have been familiar to 
many of the soldiers from the battalions raised in 
this area.  A magnificent exhibition and as always 
our thanks to all those that worked in researching, preparing and staffing the exhibits. (Story & pictures Nick White) 

Doors Open Quinte Region 
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Member Designation 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Topic:  Downtown Belleville  

Façade Program 
 

Speaker: Greg Pinchin 
 

Special Projects Planner for  

the City of Belleville 
 

  Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Quinte Living Centre Auditorium 

  (north corner door) 

            370 Front Street, Belleville 
 

Bring a friend!  

Website: www.hastingshistory.ca 
Email: president@hastingshistory.ca  
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Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in 

Cannifton. Please address mail to 154 Cannifton Rd. North, General 

Delivery, Cannifton, ON, K0K 2K0. Outlook is published eight months of 
the year for members and friends of the Society. Submissions can be 

sent to outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

Hastings County 

Historical  

Society  

Presentation 

Note to Authors 

By submitting material to be printed in the Out-

look, the author confirms that he/she holds both 

legal and moral rights to the material, and 

grants permission to the Hastings County His-

torical Society to use this material in print and / 

or electronically 

The opinions expressed in articles submitted to 

the Outlook are those of the author and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the Hastings 

County Historical Society, its Board or its mem-

bers. 

A Note from the Co-editors  
Final submissions of articles and photos for the Novem-
ber Outlook newsletter are due Wednesday, Oct. 29. 
Early submissions are most welcome. 
Mailing date for the Outlook is on November 10. 


