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Telling the story from North of Seven
Quick. North of Highway #7, how 

many people does it take to screw in 
a light bulb? Answer: Six; one to hold 
the bulb and five to rotate the steplad- 
der. Yeah, as north of seven jokes go 
it’s not that funny. (Actually, it’s a re
worked Newfie joke.)

The good-sized crowd that gathered 
to hear Orland French speak about 
Bancroft: North of 7 ... and Proud 
of It, would probably have booed that 
joke but it’s an indication of how far 
people have gone to poke fun at the 
hardy souls who tamed and settled 
that sparsely populated, hard to farm 
countryside in the Bancroft area.

The Hastings County Historical 
Society held its monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, September 17, in the meet
ing room of the Quinte Living Centre 
with its president, Orland French be
ing the guest speaker.

Orland presented an animated and 
illustrated talk on the writing of the

book Bancroft: North of 7 ... and 
Proud of It. He came armed with over
head slides, a wealth of commentary 
and helpful additional information 
supplied by his “partner in crime” 
C.W. Bill Hunt.

Orland let us all in on the memories 
he’s collected during the length of the 
project in which 45 writers took part. 
Initially, Orland had to admit, there 
was a degree of suspicion when one 
of the “southerners” comes north to 
write a book on their home turf. “We 
met every week for a year before they 
trusted me,” says Orland.

There used to be a lot of automobile 
accidents in this area. So at one time 
the powers that be invested in a black 
box for cars; identical to those used 
in airplanes, its purpose was simi
lar—to record the final thoughts of the 
doomed. After several were retrieved, 
the recorded voices for the most part 
were as police suspected; cries of fear

and last fervent thoughts expressed in 
the final moments before a crash bore 
out the expectations of the investigat
ing officers. However, in the Bancroft 
area the words most often heard from 
those black boxes were , “Here, hold 
my beer. Watch this. ’’

These and other stories punctuated 
Orland’s sometimes humorous, some
times sad, sometimes touching stories 
gleaned from the good folks who are 
indeed proud of living north of High
way #7.

It takes a special kind of person to 
tackle the often rough life of an area 
of Hastings County in which the stark 
realities of life are lived out among the 
breathtaking scenery.

All jokes aside, the hardy souls who 
settled and made their homes in the 
sometimes inhospitable “wilds” of 
northern Hastings County can point 
with pride at the book that tells their 
stories—stories that needed telling.
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Glanmore National Historic Site of Canada

published by The Friends of Glanmore 
National Historic Site 
printed by Essence Publishing

Anyone who has driven down Belleville’s 
Bridge Street East and passed that glorious 
tribute to 1880s architecture that is Glan
more cannot help but remark on its grace 
and its pleasing facade. However, there’s 
more to Glanmore than just an extraor
dinarily picturesque building; there’s a 
wealth of history inside the home built by 
wealthy banker John Philpot Curran Phil
lips and his wife Harriet (nee Dougall) in 
the mid-1880s.

The slender book put together with 
obvious care and pride by The Friends of 
Glanmore National Historic Site exposes 
for the public a bit of the story behind the 
stately walls.

To be sure there is a chapter dealing 
with the exquisite exterior. The building 
designed by Thomas Hanley sits impos
ingly on the southeast comer of Dufferin 
and Bridge Streets. Included in the chapter 
on the exterior are several of Hanley’s 
“blueprints” for the house as well as

elevations for the north and west sides of 
the house as shown in Hanley’s drawings 
on page 8. (I have a theory here as to the 
reasons for a north and west setting. In the 
mid-1880s there was little or no develop
ment in the further reaches of east end 
Belleville. The house was designed so 
the panorama greeting visitors was the 
north and west view—the home’s most 
symmetrical with the two towers being 
prominent on the left and right. Behind and 
to the east of the house lay a most pleasing 
forested backdrop if the 1874 Bird’s Eye 
View of Belleville is correct; even though 
a decade had passed there would have been 
few houses east of Glanmore in 1883.)

To follow up that eye-pleasing sight, the 
interior of the house had to be sumptuously 
appointed. John and Harriet spared no 
expense when it came to “doing up” the 
ground floor rooms. Magnificent is the only 
way to describe it. Rich colours, vibrant art 
and the latest in 1880s furnishings were 
the hallmarks of a prosperous gentleman. 
The central element of the centre hall is the 
mahogany staircase which cost $62.50 to

build in 1884 The whole house cost $7,000 
to build. However, the majestic sweep 
can be savoured to the utmost only when 
one views the staircase from the landing 
between the first and second floors.

The dining room, sitting room, north and 
south drawing rooms and pool room reflect 
the opulence and status the Phillips family 
enjoyed.

Opulent decor aside, there’s even more 
to be savoured in the Couldery collection 
of fine art and furnishings. Photographs 
which highlight but a few pieces of the 
collection, which numbers some 1,600 
articles, are pictured in the book. Several 
pages are dedicated as well to the artistic 
talents of Horatio Couldery.

The Friends of Glanmore National His
toric Site have produced a book about a 
true gem of a house; they deserve a tip of 
the history hat. Local photographer Darko 
Zeljkovic’s excellent photography shows 
off the home to its best advantage.

Glanmore National Historic Site of 
Canada can be purchased at Glanmore 
during regular hours.

Membership form
Please complete this form, or a photocopy of the form if you wish to save your newsletter 

and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting (third Tuesday of 
each month except June July, August and December), or send it by mail to the

Hastings County Historical Society, 154 Cannifton Road North,
General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K0K 1K0

Name
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Membership Categories 
Individual $ 20

I also enclose a donation of $ 
toward the work of the Society

Family $ 25 The Hastings County Historical Society
Senior/Student $ 15 is a registered charity.
Senior Family $ 20 Official receipts for Income Tax purposes
Life Member $150 will be forwarded to you with your mem-
Corporate Sponsor $ 50 bership card
Organization $ 20



Renowned chef Cindy Gray of Platters will provide an authentic Banquet

6:00 p.m. Saturday, November 1,2003 
Bay of Quinte Yacht Club, 
Victoria Park, Belleville

Special guest 
Roy Bonisteel

Auction of collectables, antiques and 
new items conducted by 

Auctioneer Extraordinaire 
Boyd Sullivan

Silent auction throughout the evening
Tickets $35

For tickets call Peter Wheatley at 969-7750 
(please leave message)
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LANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 

(613) 962-2329

Celebrating 30 Years 
Now Available - Glanmore Book
Glanmore, one of Bel

leville’s finest homes was 
built in 1882-1883 for 
wealthy banker John 
P.C. Phillips and his 
wife Harriet Dougall 

, Phillips. An out
standing example 
of domestic second 
empire architec
ture, the home 

was designated a National 
Historic Site of Canada in 1969 

and opened as a museum in 1973.
In celebration of Glanmore’s 30th anniversary as 

a museum, the Friends of Glanmore have written

2nd Annual Holiday Craft Sale
Saturday, November 29,2003 

10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Mark your calendars! Hosted by the Friends 
of Glanmore this holiday craft sale is sure to 

be a delight. Just in time for the holidays, local 
artisans will be selling their lovely handmade 

crafts and gifts throughout the Victorian man
sion. Admission is free with a donation of a 
non-perishable food item for the food bank.

Dedicated Volunteers
Glanmore has a very dedicated group of volunteers who assist 
with guiding tours, education programs, research and more. Our 
thanks goes out to each and every one of them! The following 
volunteers at Glanmore National Historic Site have been nomi
nated for Volunteer Service Awards from the Ontario Ministry of 
Citizenship: Beverly Pulver- 5 years, Mamey Black - 5 years, 
Jean Williams - 10 years, Marg Hainer - 10 years, MaryLou 
Lyons -10 years, Betty Priest - 20 years. Congratulations!

and published a book entitled Glanmore National 
Historic Site of Canada. This richly illustrated 
book details the spectacular interior and exterior 
of Glanmore and tells the story of the people 
who lived there. Highlights from the museum’s 
artifact collections, including the internation
ally significant Couldery Collection of antique 
furniture and fine art are featured. Reproduc
tions of Horatio Couldery’s animal paintings are 
sure to delight the reader. Featuring spectacular 
photographs of the house and museum artifacts 
by local photographer Darko Zeljkovic, as well 
as historic photographs and archival images, the 
book is sure to please local history buffs, tour
ists and museum-goers. The book sells for $12 
and all proceeds from sales will support ongoing 
projects of the Friends of Glanmore including 
the conservation of paintings from Glanmore’s 
museum collection. In addition, the Friends of 
Glanmore will be donating copies of the book to 
local libraries and schools. Call (613) 962-2329 
for more information or visit Glanmore to pick 
up your copy of the book today!

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old fcwnship office in Carmifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K 0K 1K0 

Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 
October and November tor the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society.
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles a  information may contact the editor at 
613<395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@ reach.net 

Thank you to  The Com m unity Press for its assistance.
PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the November 2003 issue is October 24,2003
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