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Little Village, Big Impact 
Deloro’s World War Role 

By Bill Kennedy 

In 2016 James A. Smith and Laura J. Forth made the 
film Lest We Forget: The Price of Freedom. De-
scribed as the story of how the little village of De-
loro, Ontario helped save the world from Hitler, it 
went on to win the Canada International Film Festi-
val Award and receive a nomination for best educa-
tional film at the London, England International Film 
Festival. The film involved the cooperation of the 
Canadian military, the Hastings and Prince Edward 
Regiment and the citizens of Deloro who embraced 
the project after some initial reservations about how it 
might impact their community. James Smith and 
Laura Forth were the speakers at our February 
presentation.  

The discovery of gold in Deloro in the late 1860s led 
to extensive mining operations, beginning with the 
Canadian Consolidated Gold Mining Company in 
1873. Over the course of the ensuing century, other 
products like nickel, copper and cobalt were also 
mined. Cobalt, it was discovered, had valuable mili-
tary applications and was employed in the manufac-
ture of stellite, an extremely hard alloy that had been 
patented in 1907. This led to its use in war materiel 
including the fuselage of Britain’s famed Second 
World War Spitfire fighter aircraft and in the devel-
opment of the atomic bomb.  

At the outset of the war, Belgium had significant co-
balt production operations at home and in the Belgian 
Congo, and this was one reason why it suffered Hit-
ler’s Nazi blitzkrieg in May 1940. The disruption of 
cobalt production that this assault caused in Europe 
meant that its production in Deloro was all the more 
important. The Deloro mine produced four hundred 
and fifty thousand tons of it for munitions. After the 
war the Deloro mining operations continued for an-

other fifteen years, finally closing down for good in 
1961. Unfortunately it left behind hazardous by-
products like arsenic and low-level radioactive waste. 
Planning and action for the cleanup of this toxic 
waste began in 1998 when the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment undertook its study of the problem. Today 
the massive cleanup operations are nearing comple-
tion.  

In 2015 the Deloro War Memorial Dedication Cere-
mony was held. It was a unique event in that the Me-
morial, an eleven-foot-high obelisk erected to cele-
brate the role of Deloro soldiers and mine workers in 
the World Wars, is the world’s first digital cenotaph. 
Scan it with your iPhone or iPad, and it will tell you 
its story.  

This excellent film combines documentary stills and 
movie film of mine workers and both World Wars 
with re-enactments of army recruitment and Canadian 

Follow the activities of the Hastings County Historical Society on social media: 
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Laura Forth and James Smith with the Deloro Mine Site 

map in the background. Their award-winning film high-

lights the importance of Deloro mining operations during 

the World Wars.                                       Photo by Bill Kennedy 
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combat in Europe. It shines the spotlight on a signifi-
cant event of Hastings County heritage while remind-
ing us of our responsibility to the land we call our 
home. You can find it online at http://
deloromemorial.wixsite.com/canadawarmemorial 

 

 

Belleville’s Early  
Industrial Area 

Part Two 
By Lois Foster 

 

We learned in Part One that the Marsh and Henthorn 
Company had outgrown their old premises on Mill 
Street, and on May 12, 1912, the first sod was turned 
on their new location. Almost a year later, Col. L.W. 
Marsh, who was head of the concern, invited the 
members of the Board of Trade and citizens to visit 
the new plant. The reporter from the Daily Intelli-
gencer wrote an enthusiastic account on May 10, 
1913: “It was only recently that the firm removed 
from their former premises. The new plant occupies 
an ideal position as it is located within a short dis-
tance of the bay shore, the cool breeze from which 
cannot but be appreciated by the employees. 

CABHC Fire Insurance Atlas (1915 updated to 1926) Page 
28 shows the company to be south-west of the Belleville Gen-
eral Hospital. 

“The Company office is yet to be built at the east end 
of Franklin Street, so the first building that confronts 
visitors as they approach from the west is the pattern 
storage building, a structure of two storeys, absolute-
ly fire proof. The floors and ceilings are of reinforced 
concrete. The dimensions are 60 x 42 feet. The pat-
tern shop adjoins the storage structure and is of the 
same dimensions. 

“South east of the latter is a brick building 90 x 45 
feet, from the roof of which a towering chimney is 

seen. This is the moulding shop, where moulders are 
tamping sand into the moulds, some removing the 
core from the mould, others placing the cope on the 
drag prior to the use of the molten metal. Midway on 
the east side are the furnace and cupola. This is 
reached by a steel stairway and platform to which the 
metal is raised on an elevator or hoist, for use in the 
furnace. 

“A small track leads into the foundry building, which 
is the largest of all, being 124 x 65 feet. It is an ex-
ceptionally well lighted and airy structure [lit by a 
continuous lantern of tall windows on four sides, run-
ning the full length of the building’s roof]. The Cana-
dian Northern Railway siding runs through the east 
end, making the hauling of raw material or finished 
product unnecessary. Heavy travelling cranes have a 
lifting capacity of 20 tons. In the blacksmith shop, 
which is 61 x 35 feet, three of the four forges are al-
ready erected and in use.  

“As you pass from the foundry into the boiler shop, 
in the centre is a hydraulic machine punching holes 
in a large iron sheet, then the plate is bent and the 
riveting by steam compression is begun. The CNR 
track also extends through the east end of this build-
ing. A power house will be erected west of the boiler 

CABHC Fire Insurance Atlas (1915 updated to 1926) Page 
21 (detail)  

Belleville General  
Hospital 

http://deloromemorial.wixsite.com/canadawarmemorial
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shop.  

“In the construction of the buildings red bricks were 
used, and the roofs are covered with a fire proof ma-
terial. Stone is used in the facing of the buildings 
which vary in height, some being over forty feet. The 
land owned by the company is 700 feet in length and 
300 feet in width. 

“Col. Ponton referred to the pride we should all feel 
in having such an industry in Belleville. The surest 
way to get new industries is to help those we have 
now in our midst. We have here the iron, the power, 
and the brains.” 

In 1927, the Stephens-Adamson Manufacturing 
Company continued to supply similar products at the 
same property.  

Recently, in mid-November, 2018, citizens were sur-
prised to see the whole complex being demolished. 
Gone was the vision of a Belleville version of Toron-
to’s Distillery District, set in a spacious park on the 
bay shore! 

 
 
 
 

What Do Belleville,  
Brantford, Port Hope and 

Toronto Have in Common? 
By Donna Fano 

 

What do the Ontario Institution for the Deaf and 
Dumb – OIDD (now the Sir James Whitney School 
for the Deaf in Belleville); the Ontario Institution for 
the Education of the Blind – OIB (the W. Ross Mac-
donald School in Brantford); Belleville Cemetery; 
Port Hope Union Cemetery and Town Park; Mount 
Pleasant Cemetery in Toronto have in common? 
Heinrich (Henry) A. Engelhardt was the landscape 
architect for all five places. He was born in Mühlhau-
sen, Prussia; immigrated to Baltimore, Maryland in 
1851 where he worked as a landscape gardener; as-
sisted in the laying out of Central Park in New York 
City for one year and later on, in 1870, he immigrat-
ed to Canada.  
 
When Engelhardt came to Canada, through his expe-
rience in the USA or simply good luck, he was of-
fered the job to draft ornamental ground layouts for 
the two Ontario institutions listed above. He prepared 
the plans for both of them in his first two years.  

Engelhardt was frequently mentioned in OIDD’s an-

nual reports and in the Belleville Intelligencer. Prin-
cipal Wesley J. Palmer from the institution reported 
in January 1872: “The grounds in front of our main 
building, embracing an area of twelve acres, have 
been tastefully laid out in walks and drives, and 
planted with evergreen and shade trees. A rustic sum-
mer house and a number of rustic seats, have been 
constructed, and the walks have been covered with a 
thick coating of gravel. This work was done under the 
supervision of Mr. H.A. Englehardt [sic], an accom-
plished landscape gardener, and reflects credit upon 
his skill and taste.” 

 

 

 

 

 

His plans for the OIDD’s “ornamentation of the 
grounds and construction of roads” was approved in 
April 1871. The idea of a straight road leading 
through the grounds from Trenton Road (Dundas 
Street) to the institution was abandoned in lieu of the 
curved roads. The oval driveway leading up to the 
Main School and many of the old trees remain today 
at SJW. 

In 1871, Engelhardt was hired to plan the layout of 
the grounds at Ontario Institution for the Blind. The 
Provincial Inspector of Prisons, Asylums and Public 

Charities J.W. Langmuir reports the property was 
very tastefully laid out. The only omission was a 
wooden boardwalk from the building to the front gate 

which was not built due to the lack of funds. 

Engelhardt had other work planned in 1871, the Un-
ion Cemetery in Port Hope. That August, the town 
council of Port Hope purchased 14 acres for their 
Town Park and commissioned him to plan the layout. 
The cemetery reflects his style of open rolling 
grounds with mature native deciduous and evergreen 
trees.  

Portrait of Henry 
Engelhardt  

 
Credit: Mount Pleasant 

Cemetery, Toronto 
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He wrote the first Canadian book on landscape gar-
dening, The Beauties of Nature Combined with Art in 
1872 in Belleville which greatly furthered his profes-
sional status as a landscape architect. 

On January 20, 1873, the Belleville Cemetery Com-
pany, after hearing of Engelhardt’s reputation, se-
cured his services to plan the non-denominational 55-
acre cemetery outside the town. This became the 
Belleville Cemetery as we know it today. On July 17, 
1873, shareholders were allocated lots at the ceme-
tery grounds. The following day the Intelligencer 
praised his work: 

“Mr. Englehardt [sic], the architect, has succeeded in 
a very short time in transforming a large portion of 
the cemetery grounds into a most delightful park-like 
spot, with winding roadways, and paths diverging in 
almost every direction, and the Directors may con-
gratulate themselves in having secured the services of 
a man so thoroughly competent in his profession.” 

A month later, the Intelligencer noted that the ceme-
tery was becoming a favorite destination for pedestri-
ans on Sunday afternoons, concluding that “Mr. 

Englehardt [sic] deserves great credit for the manner 
in which he has pushed this work forward, and the 

taste displayed in laying out the grounds.” 

Mackenzie Bowell, an Engelhardt supporter, noted 
that Engelhardt had been offered an appointment by 
the Ontario Government to be in charge of the Horti-
cultural Department, a part of the Agricultural De-
partment, but Engelhardt had declined it. 

In June 1874, Engelhardt went on to plan 53 of the 
200 acres of new cemetery north of Toronto which 
became Mount Pleasant Cemetery and oversee its 
development. His plans included using water from a 
stream flowing from the west which was captured in 
a series of lakes, one or two of which had an island in 
the centre. The water flowed from one lake to another 
over a series of cascades. He imported trees from all 
over the world that were suited to the climate, and 
used natural plants to create a beautiful arboretum. 
Engelhardt later accepted the position of superinten-
dent upon completion of the work in 1876. The road-
ways are named after the trees planted in those loca-
tions, and rustic bridges cross the creeks and lakes. 

Sadly in 1888, he was dismissed for his drinking hab-
its at work. He retired to a room at 84 Richmond 
Street where he lived another nine years before his 
death in 1897. Henry Engelhardt was buried in 
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, and a historic plaque was 
erected honoring him and his achievements. 

Much of the information for this article comes from a 

paper entitled H.A. Engelhardt (1830-1897): Land-

Blueprint of Grounds at OIDD  
First  Annual Report of the Ontario Institution for the  

Deaf and Dumb at Belleville, Ont. 1871 

The Belleville Cemetery reflects Engelhardt’s style in land-
scaping.                                      Diagram drawn by Donna Fano 
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scape Designer by Pleasance Crawford which she 
prepared for a Symposium of the German-Canadian 

Historical Association at the University of Guelph in 
1984. Many thanks go to Gerry Boyce who shared his 
collected notes with me. 

 

 
45 Bridge Street West 
The Riverboat House 

By Lois Foster 

This home, also known as the McNab-Yeomans 
House, has been researched and studied many times, 
and many articles have been written about it, even 
mine, but now I would like to add my newest version. 

James McNab and his brother Simon arrived in our 
village in 1804 from Lower Canada. James purchased 
all of Lot three, Concession one in Thurlow Town-
ship, most of the lot being on the west side of our 
River Moira. The 1811 survey for the town plot de-
picts “McNabb’s Mills” up the river a short distance 
to where a curve leaves Lot three generously on both 
sides of the river. James was plagued with mortgage 
payments and finally, in December 1814, sold to 
Thomas Coleman all but a 20 ¼ acre reserve at the 
mouth of the west side of the river.  

The McNabs had been an influential family in the 
village, especially in 1816 when the citizens had to 
petition the government to secure their plots that they 
had been living on for up to twenty years. James 
McNab had been elected to the Legislative Assembly 
of Upper Canada in May and helped to write their 
petitions, adding a letter of his own to their cause. He 
also made many trips to York with the petitions. In 
fact, he died in 1820 while returning home to Belle-
ville. 

His only son, James, about eighteen at the time, was 
left with mortgages and debts, but managed in the 
next ten years to pay off the debts and buy back most 
of the reserve of 20 ¼ acres that had been sold. He 
had this land surveyed and divided into building lots 
selling for 50 to 60 pounds each. 

In March 1833 James was married to Harriet Clark of 
Cobourg. James was designated as a Justice of the 
Peace and became a Captain in the First Hastings Mi-
litia. When he and Harriet were planning to build a 
new home, they chose to build a stone house on the 
south side of Bridge Street West just as the hill rises. 
The lower level would be the kitchen and work area, 
the upper level opening on the west to Ann Street and 
on the east overlooking the village and the river. Over 
several years they watched the very sturdy thick walls 
rise with the fireplace chimneys and large windows in 
place. As their family grew, they were looking for-
ward to seeing a roof in place. Their third child, Har-
riet, was born on September 13, 1837. 

With the outbreak of the 1837 rebellion, Captain 
James McNab was more involved with the militia. 
On the night of December 16th, disaster struck this 
young family. An alarm was sounded, and Captain 
McNab was hurrying through the dark passage of the 
Inn on the east side of Front Street where a number of 
the militia were quartered, when he ran upon the 
fixed bayonet of one of his men. He died within 
twenty-four hours. He was thirty-three years old. 

Captain James McNab was buried on the 20th in the 
churchyard of St. Thomas Anglican Church in a 

 

Annual General Meeting 
of the Historical Society 

 
Each year the Historical Society, as an incorporated 
non-profit organization, is required to hold an An-
nual General Meeting to report to the membership 
on its activities in the past year, to hold the election 
of the Board of Directors for the coming year and 
to bring any proposals it considers appropriate to 
the membership.   
 
This year the AGM will be held as the first activity 
at the Public Presentation event on Tuesday, March 
19th. The full report on the work of the Society in 
2018 along with the financial report will be provid-
ed three weeks before the meeting, that is, by Feb-
ruary 26th on the Society’s website and in paper 
form at the Community Archives. Copies will also 
be available at the meeting on March 19th.  
 
Also, at that meeting, the membership will be 
asked to approve an updated and revised constitu-
tion (By-law No. 1) as the current one is 48 years 
old. This document sets out the rules on how the 
Society is to be run. The revised By-law No. 1 will 
also be available three weeks before the meeting on 
the website, at the Community Archives and at the 
meeting.  
 
If you have any questions or if you would like to 
talk about joining the Board for the coming year, 
please email president@hastingshistory.ca. 
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prominent spot in front of the church near the stone 
wall along Church Street. His baby daughter Harriet 
was baptised on the 24th as planned. His wife Harriet 
gathered her young children around her and moved 
back to Cobourg to live with her brother Benjamin 
Clark. 

The unfinished house? It just sat empty! 

James had mortgaged much of his property in June of 
1837 to Benjamin Clark, his brother-in-law, in 
Cobourg. This mortgage went through many transac-
tions over the years, through friends and family of 
the Clarks, i.e., D’Arcy Boulton; George K. Clark; 
Hon. George S. Boulton. The Belleville Assessment 
Rolls list the property owned by widow McNab as a 
vacant, unfinished, stone house. 

Finally! On September 3, 1858, the Intelligencer re-
ported, “Building Lots in West Belleville, Auction, 
September 28, 1858: The unfinished Stone House on 
Bridge Street, built by the late James MacNab Esq. 
with 3 lots adjoining.” Included were lots on the rest 
of the estate on Ann, Water, King and James Streets. 
“The heirs and widow of the late James MacNab, 
Esq. will join in the conveyance so as to render the 
title indisputable. For particulars apply to John 
Thomas [lawyer] – signed – George M. Clark.”  

On May 19, 1859 Mrs. Harriet McNab’s property 
was sold by Hon. George Strange Boulton and D’Ar-
cy Edward Boulton to Horace Yeomans, lumber mer-
chant. The Hastings Chronicle for July 13, 1859 an-
nounced under Building Operations in Belleville: “It 
is gratifying to be able to state that the house many 
years since built on the McNab property, Bridge 
Street, and left in an unfinished state, having been 
purchased by Mr. Horace Yeomans, is now undergo-
ing a thorough rejuvenating; the grounds are nicely 
fenced, and when the work on the interior and exteri-
or is completed it will present an appearance striking-
ly in contrast with its previous desolate and ruinous 
condition.” 

Horace Yeomans was a lumber merchant in the Flint 
and Yeomans Steam Saw Mill on the west side of the 
mouth of the river. When this mill was in full blast, a 
sufficient quantity of lumber was made to load a 
schooner every twenty-four hours. On these premises 
employment was given to between eighty and ninety 
men, whose wages averaged about $500 a week.  

In 1860 Horace married Alicia Fenton Russell Ket-
cheson, daughter of Col. Elijah Ketcheson and grand-
daughter of the pioneer William Ketcheson. They 
improved their home gradually after making it livable 
after so many years of it being vacant. The house is a 

complete example of late 1850s architecture: elabo-
rate trim, huge medallions in the ceiling of each room 
on the main floor; beautiful chinoiserie design of 
glass surrounding the east and west doors at either 
entrance to the grand hall. As was usual in Belleville 
in the 1860s and 1870s, to improve their rubble stone 
houses, the owners used yellow ochre in a slurry 
paint to cover the stone and marked it as ashlar 
blocks. A hint of this can still be seen under the pro-
tection of the gallery roof. The galleries on both lev-
els have been the attraction of the house for over 150 
years, giving rise to the name “Riverboat House.” 

According to the 1871 census Horace and Alicia had 
a house full! Horace age 50; Alicia – 40; Lottie – 11; 
Clara – 9; Horace A. – 6; Bessie – 3; Mary – 2. Serv-
ants: Mary Johnson – 16; Jane Kennedy – 25. In the 
mid-1870s they needed more bedrooms, so replaced 
the narrow, enclosed stair to the attic with a grand 
staircase in the main hall and added four dormer win-
dows in the roof to light four bedrooms in the attic.  

A section of Haslett’s 1845 map of the Town of Belleville 
showing the unfinished McNab house (shown circled ) on the 
south side of Bridge Street West at the corner of Ann Street, 
as it was named at that time. 
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Annual Bus Tour 
 

Adventures in Loyalist  

Country 
 

Explore Napanee and Loyalist Landing Country in a 
day-long bus tour.  Visit Old Hay Bay Church, L A 
Archives & Museum, Fairfield-Gutzeit House and  
Loyalist Museum & Interpretive Centre. 
 

Saturday, May 25 or June 8, 2019 

Bus departs at 8:30 a.m. from the Franklin Bus  

Line parking lot on Bell Blvd. 

Cost $70. includes lunch and tours 

Tickets & Info: Call Mary-Lynne Morgan  

613-961-7091 

Book early; these tours always sell out. 

Susanna Moodie: 

 Fact and Fiction 
 

Victoria Hall Volunteers present “Susanna Moodie, 

Fact and Fiction” a discussion with Cecily Ross, au-

thor, The Lost Diaries of Susanna Moodie, and Mi-

chael Peterman, author, Susanna Moodie: A Life.  

This event, moderated by historian Hugh Brewster, 

will be held at Victoria Hall, 55 King Street West in 

Cobourg, on Wednesday May 15, 2019 at 7 p.m.  

Ticket costs, including complimentary refreshments, 

are $25 adult and $15 students, available at the Con-

cert Hall Box Office 905 372 2210, concerthallatvic-

toriahall.com or from Victoria Hall Volunteers mem-

bers. 

Sadly as the family left and Alicia and then Horace 
died with only two of the daughters living there, in 
1934 the house was sold to the Cole family who en-
joyed the house until 1995. It was divided into apart-
ments until it was purchased by Brian Magee and 
restored to its original elegance. 

While touring the house before restoration, Peter 
John Stokes, Consulting Restoration Architect, de-
scribed the house: “very exceptional house; good 
candidate for restoration; great deal of style; very 
grand; bull terrier of a house; full of character; lots of 
guts.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Slight Change of Plans for the Bus Tours 

 

We have been notified that the Macpherson House in 
Napanee will not be open for our tours, but I have 
been able to substitute the Fairfield-Gutzeit House in 
Bath. In many ways, this is a better choice for our 
Loyalist-themed tour as it is an older home built by 
early Loyalists and furnished with all its original fur-
niture. I am sure you will enjoy our stop there. Mary-
Lynne Morgan, Bus Tour Coordinator.   

45 Bridge Street West, with elaborate two-storey galleries 
and dormer windows added by Horace Yeomans while his 
family lived there. All the trim and trellis suggest the 
“Riverboat House.” 
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Member Designation 

HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
Officers 

President         Richard Hughes 

Vice-President       Stanley Jones 

Treasurer            Dan Atkinson 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 
Lorie Brown           Bill Kennedy              

Jonathan Chircop                          Jim Kennelly 

Trevor Parsons 

     

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)        Orland French  (Past-President ) 

Amanda Hill (Archivist) 
 

Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Orland French (Resource Guide)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Admin)   

Education              Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits/Events Co-ordinator     

Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 
Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs             Jim Kennelly 

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Sale of Publications  John Lowry 

Social Media   Jonathan Chircop 

Website  Heidi Rooke 
Website address:   www.hastingshistory.ca 
Community Archives                         613-967-3304 

Hastings County Historical Society        613-962-1110 

Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location: Maranatha  
 

100 College Street West, Belleville 
All Welcome - Bring a friend. 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go to 
Meeting Room.)   

Topic: The Story of Algonquin 
Park 

 

 Speaker: Bill Kennedy  
 

The intriguing story of the development of one 
of Canada’s most beautiful parks. The colour-
ful tales of the early days of Algonquin Park; 
the stories of the people who developed it and 
kept it natural; and the personal experiences of 
our speaker during his 55 years of visits to Al-
gonquin Park.   
 
 

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both 
legal and moral rights to the material, and grants permis-
sion to the Hastings County Historical Society to use this 
material in print and/or electronically. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are those of 
the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Hastings County Historical Society, its Board or its mem-
bers. 

tel:613-967-3304

