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The Belleville Collegiate Institute and 
Vocational School 75th Reunion

by Sam Brady
I am addressing the Hastings Historical 

Society on behalf of the BCI&VS 75th Re
union Committee. In the role of Chairman, 
I have the great honour of representing this 
hardworking bunch out in public, while 
their noses stay stuck to the grindstone.

Firstly, let me thank the Reunion Commit
tee for their efforts to date. Our Committee, 
which is made up of around a dozen alum
ni is diligently working to put together an 
event that is both affordable and fun for the 
diverse group we are expecting in June.

The 75th Reunion will be celebrated June 
6 to 8 here in Belleville, at the Quinte Sports 
Centre. We have three days packed full of 
events, with a primary mandate of getting 
people together in a fun, safe, organized en
vironment. Weekend passes are available 
for $100CDN per person. This registration 
fee includes live entertainment, appetizers 
at the Friday night Meet and Greet, a light 
lunch at the Saturday afternoon social, din
ner and wine at the Gala on Saturday night,
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a professional digital photo, and a framed 
print of BCI as a memento from the re
union, and a Sunday Brunch to wrap things 
up—great value for $100.

The Reunion Committee has no easy task. 
From 1928 to 1992, we approximate that 
over 240 students graduated per year. So,

doing the math, we are drawing from a 
potential pool of over 15,000 graduates. 
Add in non-graduates, spouses, family and 
friends, and you are looking at a huge num
ber of people. Let me openly declare that 
we are not limiting our event to alumni and 
students only. Of course staff, family and 
friends of the school are more than wel
come. Further, graduates from Belleville 
High School should not feel slighted either. 
We welcome everyone with open arms.

When the school first opened its doors in 
the fall of 1928, Belleville Collegiate Insti
tute & Vocational School was the only pub
lic high school in town. The building, de

signed by J.A. Thompson, was a welcome 
addition to the Belleville community at the 
time. Interestingly and appropriately, Mr. 
Thompson was an accomplished singer, and 
member of a vocal quartet. It is no wonder 
that BCI’s theatre was considered one of 
the best in eastern Ontario.

As mentioned, BCI was the only game 
in town for some time. It was not until 
the opening of Quinte Secondary School 
in 1954 that BCI&VS had any competing 
schools in town. Judging by the teams that 
Quinte fielded during my years at BCI, they 
weren’t much competition anyway.

Contacting alumni is the major task that 
we face as a Committee. This daunting task 
is made even more difficult by the fact that 
BCI students are ubiquitous. In my expe
rience, no matter where I go in the world, 
everyone seems to know where Belleville 
is, and happens to know someone from 
Continued on page 2.

Hastings County Historical Society members and guest speaker Sam Brady showed 
off a few of the mementoes from BCI over the years. The pennant, the BCI “B”s and 
a copy of The Elevator Yearbook were there for people to enjoy. From left to right are 
Doug Knutson, HCHS, Sam Brady, guest speaker at the March 18 meeting, local 
historian and HCHS member Gerry Boyce and HCHS member John Lowry.



Many people were intrigued by the memorabilia on display at the 
last meeting of the Hastings County Historical Society, Tuesday, 
March 18.

Everyone knows where 
Belleville is
Continued from page 1.
Belleville. Now, I think we can conclude that this mass exo
dus is not unique to Belleville, and that the vast majority of 
small towns in Canada face similar circumstances, but it is 
quite something to witness.

Registrations have come in from as far afield as western 
Australia. We are trying to come up with an appropriate gift 
for the gentleman. Perhaps a sleeping pillow for the flight 
back home.

Not only are we geographically diverse group, but a quite 
an age diverse crew too. Considering the timeline, we are 
facing a very broad age bracket of 70 plus years. So far we 
have registered graduates from the Class of 1933 all the way 
to the last graduating class in 1992. We actually have the last 
official graduate of BCI on our Committee. Adam Zegouras, 
by way of the alphabet, has this distinguished honour.

Just how popular is BCI? One needs only to run a “Google” 
search on the Internet to see how pervasive BCI really is. A 
web site based in the UK is the informal keeper of all three 
letter abbreviations. BCI shows up on their site as Belleville 
Continued on page 3.

Psst. Tell a friend you’ve already 
joined and you’d like them to come
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Over 2,000 people may attend the reunion
Continued, from page 2.
Collegiate Institute. Maybe it’s just me, but 
when you show up on a Google search, you 
know you’ve made it!

BCI and its staff and students have always 
been a little bit “different.” We had a close- 
knit community feel within the school. We 
were a private school within the public 
school system. BCI was a school that did 
not delineate students into cliques accord
ing to their activities as some of our adver
saries did. As a rule, students could partici
pate in the concert band, keep a straight A 
average, and not be precluded from athlet
ics. Those that did participate in athletics 
were subjected to our famous gymnasiums, 
you know, the one with the eight-foot over
hang. Our annual Kampus Kapers variety 
show would put today’s American Idol and 
Star Search to shame. It seemed to me that 
even the teachers liked to teach at BCI.

The school was full of mysteries too. 
With such a long history, why wouldn’t the 
school have some legends.

When it came to our school mascot, even 
the most tried and true BCI student had dif
ficulty explaining what we were. What ex
actly is a BCI Blazer? Is it a short-formed 
trailblazer? Is it a semi-casual men’s jacket? 
Counter to popular belief, a Blazer is NOT 
someone who smokes a lot of cigarettes on 
the northeast comer of the school property. 
In the early 1980s, a stab was taken at nail
ing this question down. A short and pudgy, 
Viking-like figure become the mascot for a 
couple of years. The nebulous “blazer” re
mains a mystery to this day.

The Elevator. Why was our yearbook 
named the Elevator? Was there ever an el
evator in the school?

Who changed the Belleville watertower to 
read BCI-ville during both fights to keep 
the school open? I am assuming this one 
will remain a mystery to everyone except 
those who braved the long climb up the lad
der with their silver paint.

And what interesting school colours. Black 
Purple and Red. Belleville Collegiate owes 
its school colours of Black, Purple and Red 
to Belleville High School or B for Black, 
H for Heliotrope and S for Scarlet. Bel
leville High School stood in the area of the 
front lawn from 1872 until its demolition 
in 1926. Perhaps it’s unfair to call it a mys
tery—but what a colour combo!

Past reunions, in 1978 and 1988, garnered 
a great deal of interest from past graduates 
and were well attended. In fact, the 60th Di
amond Jubilee held in 1988 had to expand 
beyond its original plans to be held at just 
the Memorial Arena. The party got split up 
between the Memorial Arena and the Ar
mouries in downtown Belleville. They had

over 500 people attend the day’s events. 
In both cases, time capsules were created 
and buried. These capsules contained (along 
with other things) the names of all the at
tendees and their updated contact points. 
Thanks guys.

Our Committee has taken a different ap
proach. We’ve set our sights quite high by 
taking on a facility with a maximum ca
pacity of 2,200 people. We now have the 
job of trying to fill the Quinte Sports Cen
tre before the registration deadline on April 
18. Both the Wally Dever and the Yardmen 
Arenas have been procured for the entire 
weekend of June 6,7, and 8.

We are contacting alumni using various 
means: <Classmates.com>, an Internet web 
site that links alumni together; yearbooks, 
photocopies, looking up numbers in the 
phone book, and dialling a lot of wrong 
numbers; Quinte Cultural Centre, the QCC, 
provided us with a list of alumni we are 
working from—both calling and mailing; 
the media, both papers, radio, TV, service 
clubs, posters—you name it, and we are try
ing to do it. But most important, and cer
tainly, most effectively, we are using word 
of mouth. We are tapping into the vast net
work of friends that have been maintained 
over so many years. Everyone stays in touch 
with a couple of old buddies, and these net
works create quite a web when you work it 
all out.

The Quinte region has never fed 2,200 
people all at once, a task our caterer—Two 
Loons from Madoc—is very proud of. We 
will be feeding attendees no less than four 
times over the course of the three days.

Belleville Collegiate students served in 
both World War II and the Korean War. 
For those who attended BCI, or were priv
ileged enough to walk its hallways, you 
might remember the beautiful plaques lo
cated on the ground floor that listed those 
who had served and died for Canada. The 
local branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, 
Legion 99, contacted our committee and 
informed us of their plans to create a book
let to document the sacrifice made by BCI 
and its students—a really nice touch. We 
are hoping the plaques will be prominently 
displayed either at the Armouries, the Le
gion, or at the school board offices.

When BCI was shut down in 1992, the 
future of the building and its contents went 
into limbo. Around 1997, the school board 
decided it was time to clean out the build
ing. An auction was conducted, and the 
school’s furniture and many fixtures were 
sold to the highest bidders. Certain memo
rabilia was kept by the board and has been 
stored in two local facilities. The Reunion 
Committee is attempting to get our hands

on much of this paraphernalia as possible 
for display at the Quinte Sports Centre dur
ing the reunion.

Doug Knutson and John Lowrey are also 
working on a guided tour of BCI on video. 
This tour was shot in 1997, and Belleville’s 
Eugene Lang provided the narration. Eu
gene Lang was a walking history book and a 
tremendous friend to Belleville Collegiate. 
Depending on how this progresses, these 
videos may be available for purchase at the 
reunion celebrations in June.

Before I go, I would like to urge all of you 
to contact our Reunion Offices if you have 
any questions, comments or suggestions. I 
have available, brochures that outline the 
events for the forthcoming reunion, as well 
as all of our contact points.

Finally, please let all of your BCI friends 
know about this event. We are extremely 
excited about getting everyone together for 
one last blow-out party. The school spirit of 
BCI does live on in the heart of its former 
students, staff and community.

The above is the message Sam Brady de
livered to the March 18, 2003, gathering of 
the Hastings County Historical Society. It 
has been slightly edited.

Frank Oliver 
Walkling

Frank Oliver Walkling passed away at 
the Quinte Health Care, Belleville General 
Hospital, on Monday, March 10, 2003, in 
his 85th year. He was the beloved husband 
of Lois (Gnaedinger) Walkling. Loving 
father of Nancy Walkling of Montreal, Ja
net Hoyer (Michael) of Prince George, 
British Columbia, Gordon Walkling (Bev
erly) of Sarnia and Peter Walkling (Grace) 
of Mississauga. Loved by his grandchildren 
Lynne, Gillian, Daniel, Jennifer and Lau
ra. A memorial service was held at West
minster United Church, Wallbridge-Loyal- 
ist Road, Belleville, on Friday, March 14, 
2003. Friends were invited to attend visita
tion at the church prior to the service. In 
lieu of flowers, if desired, memorial dona
tions to the Missionary and Service Fund 
of Westminster United Church or the char
ity of your choice would be appreciated.

Frank Walkling was a long-time member 
of the Hastings County Historical Society; 
he joined in 1980, and became a life mem
ber in 1994. Mrs. Walkling is also a life 
member of HCHS. Mr. Walking was the 
father of Janet Hoyer, and father-in-law of 
Mike Hoyer, now of Prince George, Brit
ish Columbia. Both were active in the so
ciety while they were in Belleville.

Members of the Hastings County Histor
ical Society offer sincere condolences to 
the family.
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National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East,
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30 Years
A History of Toilet 
Paper!
You never think of toilet pa

per until it is not there, so you 
may not realize that this hum
ble part of our everyday life has 
a fascinating and amusing his
tory.

What did people use before 
toilet paper? The answer de
pends on local customs and con
ditions.

In some parts of the world, 
people used their left hands, 
while the right was used for eat
ing. This may explain why we 
shake hands with the right hand. 
The Romans used sponges at
tached to the end of a stick. The 
sponges were kept soaking in a 
bucket of salt water, ready for 
the next user. These sticks are 
believed to be the source for 
the expression “getting hold of 
the wrong end of the stick.” In 
the 1300s Chinese emperors or
dered toilet paper in large sheets 
that could be tom into smaller 
pieces.

Toilet paper was first pro
duced in England in 1880. It 
was a very coarse paper, cut into 
squares and packed in boxes. 
A few years later, Englishman 
Walter J. Alcock patented the 
roll of perforated paper. Phar
macists stocked this item dis
creetly under the counter, and 
at first there was little demand 
for it.

In 1890, Scott Paper intro
duced toilet paper on a roll. The 
paper goods company is some
what embarrassed to be associ
ated with such an unmention

able and refuses to put its name 
on the product.

Pages from department store 
catalogues were used as toilet 
paper for many years. In the 
1930s Eaton’s and Sears cata
logues switched to glossy, clay- 
coated paper. Many customers 
complained that the new paper 
was non-absorbent and was not 
effective as toilet paper. By this 
time toilet paper was available 
through the catalogue, and con
sumers were advised to buy in 
bulk—enough for the family for 
one year.

More recent events in toilet 
paper history include the use of 
toilet paper by the U.S. militaiy 
to camouflage tanks in Saudi 
Arabia during the Gulf War. In 
1999, the Japanese introduced 
the paperless toilet. The device 
washes, rinses, and blow dries 
the user. Despite this invention, 
toilet paper remains a multi
billion dollar industry in North 
America.

Find out more about the his
tory of toilet paper in the ex
hibit Sitting Pretty: The Histo
ry of the Toilet, on display now 
at Glanmore National Historic 
Site. Call (613) 962-2329 for 
more information.

Don’t Miss out!
Sitting Pretty: The History of 

the Toilet will be on display 
at Glanmore National Historic 
Site, 257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, only until May 5. 
Glanmore is open Tuesday to 
Sunday from 1 to 4:30 p.m.
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