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INTRODUCTION
Landmarks can disappear and be quickly 

forgotten.
Here in Volume 2 we are endeavouring to 

present clearly and concisely a further 
description of our heritage. Let this booklet 
be your guide as you explore the streets of 
Belleville with their lovely old buildings which 
portray the history of our city.

Many of the buildings are privately owned. 
We ask that you respect the privacy of th6 
owners.

It’s wonderful to see the growing interest 
in our heritage buildings. The Local Architectural 
Conservation Advisory Committee is carrying 
on an active program of identifying and plaquing 
significant buildings. The newly formed Quinte 
Region Branch of the Architectural Conservancy 
of Ontario conducted a very successful walking 
tour of Foster Ward. And the first volume of 
BELLEVILLE’S HERITAGE continues to be a 
best seller.

This new volume is a major accomplishment 
of the Historic Structures Committee. It is a 
tribute to the builders of the past, and a re
minder that we need to conserve these and many 
other fine buildings for future generations.

Our special thanks to Elaine Preston and her 
committee, and all those who helped to make 
this book a reality.

Elaine Preston, Chairman 
Historic Structures Committee

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

COVER FEATURE:
from the

GEORGE ACKERMAN Painting 
Corby Public Library



1845 HASLETT’S PLAN OF BELLEVILLE
SOUTH FRONT STREET AREA

Several structures which are located on this 
portion of the 1845 map are still present.

a 81 South Front Street 
b 75-77 South Front Street Lynch House 
c 67 South Front Street Petrie House
d 64 South Front Street Petrie Stone

Building
e 45 South Front Street Mclntosh-Ridley

House
f  77-79 South Pinnacle Street

For many years this part of Belleville, on the 
east side of the Moira River, was a very busy 
commercial area. It included hotels and taverns; 
docks for ferry boats, commercial schooners 
and steamships; a canning factory, a gas works, 
a planing mill, and elevators. The 1845 map 
shows the location of the “Market Place” 
(between Pinnacle and Church Streets, south 
of Dundas) and the “Burying Ground” (east of 
George Street).

St. Paul Street, formerly known as Wharf 
Street, has many of the original houses built 
more than 100 years ago. Foster Ward was 
formerly known as Samson Ward.

THE PETRIE HOUSE 
67 Front Street South

This frame house is shown on “The Town Plot at the 
Mouth of the Moira River” , surveyed by Samuel G. 
Wilmot in 1816. It was built by Alexander Oliphant 
Petrie in 1814. The house is a simple saltbox shape with 
a central door and symmetrically placed windows on the 
front. There are return eaves on the sides. The gable 
over the front door was added later.

Mr. Petrie had come to Canada from Scotland, and 
when he arrived at Meyers’ Creek in 1809, he pitched a 
tent. When war was declared with the United States in 
1812, he volunteered his services at Kingston and at 
Sackett’s Harbour. He was on board the “Royal George” 
when Kingston was attacked by the American fleet. 
After the cessation of hostilities, he built a schooner 
which he aptly named the “General Brock” and in which 
he sailed between Kingston and Toronto for a short time 
before settling in Belleville.

In 1841, Mr. Petrie served as President of the Police 
Village of Belleville, and his son Allen was Chief of 
Police ftom 1870 to 1877.

Mr. Petrie died on October 14, 1870 at the age of 83 
years, in the house which he had occupied for over half a 
century. On his last trip to Scotland in 1850, he had 
brought back some Scottish soil. This he requested 
should be placed under his head upon his death, together 
with a piece of the black cloth which he had cut from 
the pall covering the coffin of Sir Isaac Brock, a soldier 
he loved and revered. The long obituary in The Intel
ligencer noted Alexander Petrie’s fine qualities, and 
recorded that “the funeral cortege numbered over 
1000 persons” . He was buried in the Church of England 
graveyard.
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THE PETRIE STONE BUILDING 
64 Front Street South

The 1845 Haslett’s “Plan of Belleville” shows the 
location of a structure built by Alexander 0 . Petrie. The 
stone for this two-and-a-half storey building was probably 
quarried from the Moira River. Old reports indicate 
that it was originally a mill. The low parapet gable ends 
terminate in stepped corbels. On the east side, the out
line of a door on the second floor can be observed. The 
building has had many owners and a variety of functions: 
a mill, a storehouse for grain, flour and sugar, a ware
house for hides, pelts and wool, a marine supply and 
service and a residence.

The Kingston Chronicle and Gazette on Saturday, 
August 10, 1833 reported that Alex 0 . Petrie had been 
“ indicted and convicted of Highway Robbery - sentence 
of death recorded.” Petrie, as the operator of a ferry 
boat, had contracted to carry an American circus from 
Ameliasburg to Belleville. When the time came to 
transport the circus, Hennesey, another ferry boat 
operator, arrived on the scene. Hennesey’s boat was 
chosen because it was larger and “ the wind was high” 
at the time. A few days later, Petrie met Parker, the 
circus agent, on the bridge in Belleville. Witnesses 
related that “Petrie pointed a pistol at him (Parker) 
and demanded three dollars.” The agent paid, and 
Petrie provided him with a receipt. At Iris trial Petrie 
maintained that this amount was simply the contract 
price which had been previously agreed upon. Justice 
J. B. Macauley recommended royal clemency, for 
Petrie was descibed as “a man of integrity and upright 
and honourable feelings” , and thus the government 
granted a pardon.

Photo Credit - Molly Bromley — .............................................  — ......Building No. 3

THE MCINTOSH-RIDLEY HOUSE 
45 South Front Street

Captain John McIntosh was one of the original |  
Loyalist settlers in Hastings County. He was a merchant, 
and a veteran of the War of 1812. He married Martha, 
daughter of Ruliph Ostrom, a United Empire Loyalist |  
from New York State. McIntosh drowned off Ox Point J 
while attempting to swim to shore from his windbound (  
schooner. KBs widow built this two- storey frame house § 
in 1817 and in 1819 added the kitchen wing.

Martha was re-married to Donald McLellan and in 
1829 they sold this property to Dr. George Neville |J. 
Ridley, an eminent physician from England. He intended 
to be a gentleman farmer but the local citizens needed 
his medical expertise. He travelled great distances by cart 
and horseback to treat his patients. The house remained 
in the Ridley family until 1900, when it was sold to 
Laughlin Hughes, a flour and feed dealer. It was at this 
period that this photo was taken.

From 1919 to 1937 E. F. Dickens and Son, Bakers 
and Confectioners, utilized this building as their factory.

In 1937 the MacKenzie family had ownership until 
it was sold to the present owner in 1975.

The symmetrical design with original central doorway 
reflects the early 19th century Loyalist period. The 
structure is a post-and-beam bent type, with brick 
filling to the frame. The original fireplace, and bake 
oven are still in place in the kitchen wing. It was heated 
by interior back-to-back fireplaces on both levels. This 
imposing house has a commanding view of the harbour.
The original open space to the north was a garden.

Photo Credit - 1976  -  Lois Foster - B u ild in g  N o . 4
- 1910-Dr. Robert AWore



THE BRENNAN HOUSE 
40 St. Paul Street

In 1833 John Covert, a Belleville innkeeper, purchased 
Lot 8 on the northeast corner of Wharf (now St. Paul) 
and Church Streets from Alexander McDonald. When 
John Covert died in 1846, he willed his property to his 
three daughters, Mary Ann, Phoebe and Catherine.

Catherine Covert married David Brennan and they 
built this house some time before 1864. David Brennan 
served on the town and city councils in 1877 and 1878 
at the time Belleville became a city.

In 1884 Alexander Smith and his wife Elizabeth 
purchased the house. On the assessment rolls of that 
year, Mr. Smith was listed as a teamster, and also listed 
were his two children, one cow and two horses. His 
wife Elizabeth became the first caretaker of St. Paul’s 
Church, directly across the road. Mrs. Smith, wearing a 
sunbonnet and white apron, took two cows to pasture 
daily in the cricket field which was just east of George 
Street. It was said that she was so punctual that one 
could set a watch by her.

By 1899 Smith had become an ice dealer. From the 
winter deep-freeze of the Bay of Quinte, he cut blocks 
of ice which he stored in sawdust in the barn behind his 
house for later use and delivery. After her husband’s 
death Mrs. Smith carried on the ice business.

This property features an enclosed garden, the street 
side fence having cast iron posts and bent iron rods 
fashioned to resemble a picket fence. The well-main
tained two storey rectangular wooden structure with its 
asymmetrically placed front door, has a kitchen wing to 
the north. A part of Smith’s bam remains behind the 
house.

Photo Credit -  Molly Brantley . Building No. 5

ST. PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
35 St. Paul Street

In 1874 Rev. J. W. Burke, Rector of St. Thomas’s 
Church, took out a six-year lease on the northeast corner 
of Lot 7 at Wharf (now St. Paul) and Church Streets, 
a lot owned by Mr. and Mrs. T. Reese of Clayton, New 
York. Upon the expiry of the lease, Rev. Burke was “ to 
have the right to remove any buildings which has been 
erected” . He did not exercise this right, and the building 
he had erected, remained. In 1927 the land was sold to 
the Incorporated Synod of the Diocese of Ontario.

The original structure was board and batten, with 
windows that appear to have been a gesture toward 
Gothic design. The belfry on the west side is hand carved. 
Today the building has a white stucco exterior with black 
wood trim around the windows. The stucco finish was 
applied in the late 1920’s. According to Mrs. Maijorie 
McKenna, a local resident, “the St. Paul’s boys mixed 
the plaster, and the plaster was applied by Matthew 
Weir and Bill (Smiley) Sullivan, both of whom were 
Roman Catholics” .

The church was closed for a short period in the 1920’s, 
and then re-opened by Rev. John Lyons. In the 1920’s 
and 1930’s, a church picnic was held every year on 
July 1st at Oak Lake. Smith Fuels, Moira Schuster 
Fuels, and Houston Lumber (local business establish
ments) supplied trucks to transport the people to the 
picnic.

Mae Smith Shorey Bunnett was the daughter of 
Elizabeth “Gramma” Smith, first caretaker of St. 
Paul’s Church. In her will Mae Bunnett bequeathed a 
sum of money to the church, part of which was used to 
buy an organ.

Photo Credit - Molly Bramley.................. ................................. Building No. 6



THE MCCRUDDEN STONE COTTAGE 
64 St. Paul Street

This is an early type of stone cottage probably built 
from limestone quarried from the Moira River. It was 
likely built in the late 1850’s or early 1860’s. In the 1861 
Canada West Census, it is recorded that John McCrudden, 
a labourer from Ireland, lived here with his wife Margaret 
and their two sons, John and Thomas. All of the 
McCruddens had been born in Ireland.

By 1868 John McCrudden Jr. had become a Belle
ville police constable. John had a piece of the action in a 
“Horse Theft” which was reported in great detail in The 
Daily Intelligencer for July 27, 1882. The horse thief 
had been a hostler at the Queen’s Hotel until the previous 
day. Mounted on a grey horse, the thief rode out of the 
stable used by Mr. John Soby of the Queen’s Hotel. 
Sgt. McCrudden spotted him. An inspection of the stable 
revealed that a grey horse, belonging to Robert Rollins, 
was missing, Sgt. McCrudden set off on the road to 
Cannifton in hot pursuit, and intercepted his quarry at 
Gauthier’s Hotel. The Intelligencer report goes on to 
describe the arrest, and Sgt. McCrudden’s subsequent 
return of the prisoner and horse to Belleville.

In 1890 John McCrudden Jr. sold his house to 
John Arnott, a labourer.

The one-storey stone cottage is interesting, since the 
neighbouring buildings of that time were all of wood 
- - for example, 40 St. Paul Street. The windows are 
symmetrically placed and the door is central. At one 
time there was a transom over the front door but this 
has been filled with limestone. Note also the soldier 
lintels over the windows and the door.

Photo Credit - Molly Rr„mh,y Building No. 7

THE DR. MARSHALL HOUSE 
129 South John Street

By 1833 Dr. Anthony Marshall had purchased this lot 
on the Taylor farm where he built a home for his family. 
In addition to his medical practice, Dr. Marshall also 
acted as Inspector of Licences. However his income was 
meagre. To supplement it, Iris wife Jane advertised in 
1834 in The Kingston Chronicle that she and her sister 
were opening a Private Seminary for six to eight young 
ladies. She described the location thus: “This house can 
be recommended as comfortable and commodious, and 
from its elevated and pleasant situation, favourable to 
health” .

When her husband died, Jane moved to Piet on to 
live with her daughter and son-in-law, David Barker. 
In 1853 she sold the house to Judge William Smart. 
Following the judge’s death in 1864, the Marshalls 
regained ownership of the house, and the family remained 
as owners until 1918, except for a few years when it 
belonged to Robert Newbery, the City Clerk. Prior to 
that sale in 1918 to Harry Yanover, it had been rented 
to the John Dunne family for at least thirty-five years.

Harry Yanover was a Men’s Clothing Merchant who 
later became a fur trader. He converted the house to a 
two-family dwelling, and during these alterations, the 
Neo-Classical front entrance; with fanlight over the 
door and in the front gable was removed. The landscaped 
lawn, depicted on the 1845 map, shows the fan shape 
repeated in the contour of the front terrace.

The early fireplace, with cooking arm, is in the 
kitchen wing. The bake oven has wooden panels which 
covered it when it was not in use.

Photo Credit - Molly Bramley .................- .................................  Building No. 8



THE BELLEVILLE CANNING FACTORY 
105 Pinnacle Street

In 1885, the Corporation of the City of Belleville 
issued a deed to a stove foundry, Hart and Smith Manu
facturing Company of Belleville.

James Aiming, William Carson and Ranseller B. 
Morden bought the site in 1891 and proposed “ to 
establish a (canning) factory with a yearly capacity 
of 500,000 cans” . Further promotion claimed that “ the 
said premises, being adjacent to the market, sellers will 
always be sure of a market for their goods . . .  as soon as 
the Canning Factory becomes an assured prospect.” Let
ters to the Editor of The Intelligencer encouraged the 
establishment of the industry by asking: “ Is all Hastings 
fruit to be sent over the bridge to Picton? Let us make 
the market here, not there!”

In 1898, Aiming and Carson withdrew from the 
business, and Morden took Sydenham P. Hagerman 
as partner. Products were sold under the “ Queen Brand” 
label which displayed a picture of Queen Victoria, and 
proclaimed this to be “ the largest factory in Canada” .

The Belleville Canning Factory was originally a large 
L-shaped structure. The portion extending along Pinnacle 
Street was a brick three storey building with many 
windows. Only one storey remains today. The Process 
Room extending east from the main building was 
a one storey brick structure, also many windowed.

In 1910, the business was sold to Dominion Canners. 
In 1918 during World War I the factory was used as a 
military barracks by the 15th Argyll Light Infantry.

From 1920 to 1956 many businesses were located 
here. Natural Tread produced shoes; J. C. Baker made 
ladies’ and children’s headwear; H. A. Woods Manu
facturing Co. produced airtight valves and tubes. The 
Frontenac Paper Box Co. and Graham’s Dried Fruits 
carried on business here also. Since 1956 the W. T. 
Hawkins Co. has occupied the building.

THE WALKER COTTAGE 
104 Dundas Street East

In 1840 George and William Taylor subdivided their 
share of their father’s farm, on the north side of Dundas 
Street, for building lots. This white clapboard house, of 
post and beam construction, may have been an early 
home of a member of the Taylor family. At least five 
examples of this type of construction in Belleville were 
built between 1817 and 1833. The brick fill was to give 
the house tightness and some fire resistance.

Several Taylor deeds for land sales in 1833 and 1834 
were witnessed by Robert E. Walker, a Belleville inn
keeper, so they may have been neighbours prior to 
1845. Walker died in 1843 and his widow Elizabeth 
purchased this property in 1845. Its purchase price of 
200 pounds necessitated many mortgages for Elizabeth; 
however she was able to retain it until her death in 1883.

Peter and Elizabeth Cote bought the house in 1918. 
They removed the huge stone fireplace, with swinging 
arm for cooking pots, and the bake oven, from the east 
end. Peter was captain of Iris own schooner the “Gull” , 
in which he took cargoes of barley to Oswego, returning 
with coal. Always trying to have a full ship both ways, 
one spring on the first run across, he took a load of ice 
which was needed in Oswego. One of Iris return cargoes 
in early times was ashes.

When Peter retired and the Gull was out of service, he 
fashioned the gracefully turned columns for the verandah 
of the cottage from her masts. He also added the long 
dormer window across the front, which gives it a 
nautical appearance.
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THE GEORGE TAYLOR HOUSE 
120 Dundas Street East

George Taylor, a son of the pioneer settler, John 
Taylor, built this brick house for his bride Maryette 
Higgley, after their marriage in 1840. They chose the 
traditional Georgian style with a wide centrehall. Three 
children had been born here by 1848 when they 
purchased a farm on the broken front of Sidney Town
ship and moved there. The Taylors sold this house to 
Archibald Ponton, Clerk of the Division Court.

The 1845 map shows this house with verandahs on 
three sides, a long kitchen wing and a carriage house. 
It was all surrounded by gardens laid out in intricate 
figure eight patterns. An orchard stretched to the north. 
The well and pump were on the William Street side.

Both Taylor and Ponton were involved in affairs of 
justice. In 1863 the first sheriff of Hastings County, 
John W. Dunbar Moodie resigned. George Taylor was 
appointed to fill the vacancy, and remained in that office 
for almost twenty years.

Ponton had married Henrietta Henderson. Her 
inheritance, from her brother James, enabled them to 
purchase the Taylor property for seven hundred and 
fifty pounds. It remained with the Ponton family until 
1907.

When the house was renovated to a two-family dwelling 
the round headed windows and vestibule were added. 
The immediate surroundings remained much the same 
until 1981, at which time the carriage house, which had 
been converted to a home, was demolished to make 
space for an office building. The well was filled and 
covered.

THE BLEECKER FARMHOUSE 
260 Dundas Street East

The history concerning this building was researched 
by Tom Ransom, Rodger Greig and Lenny Williamson 
in 1964.

In 1787 The Front of Thurlow Township was laid 
out in 200-acre lots to accommodate the arriving 
Loyalists. The Registry Office records a Patent for all of 
Lot 7, Concession 1 in 1798, to Thomas Schofield. An 
1822 deed from Tobias W. Meyers to Tobias and George 
Bleecker is next. Tobias took the west half of Lot 7 and 
George the east half. In 1870 Alice Bleecker left the 
lands “as used and enjoyed by George Bleecker for over 
46 years” to their three grandchildren.

George had built a tiny one-and-a-half storey farm
house in 1824, with its gable end toward the Dundas 
Road. By the late 1840’s, when Iris income and family 
had both increased, George added two rooms facing the 
highway, to the front of his house. This old farmhouse 
is buried under later alterations but the 1840’s addition 
remains intact. George spaced eight slightly rounded 
pilasters evenly across the front. The wide double front 
door, with its rectangular transom, is in the classical 
taste; however the big French windows are of Regency 
inspiration. Originally the verandah was probably awning 
roofed and surrounded three sides of the house.

The congregation of St. Margaret’s-on-the-FIill had 
its beginnings in 1926, and the Sunday School was held 
here. It was then the home of Miss Beatrice Jones who 
had organized the Sunday School. All the rooms, 
including the bedrooms, were used as classrooms.
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THE THOMPSON HOUSE 
128 Bridge Street East

In the spring of 1875, this house was built for Uriah 
E. Thompson and his wife Matilda. Matilda’s father, 
Henry Corby Sr., had owned the land along Bridge 
Street, from George Street to William Street, since 
1849. He sold the William Street corner to his daughter 
and built the brick house, west of his daughter’s, for 
himself. He had formerly lived on the George Street 
corner.

Uriah Thompson was the third of five sons of John 
Thompson, whose uncle Major John Thompson, had 
been a soldier in the King’s Rangers and after he settled 
in Belleville, in 1804, a major in the Hastings Militia. 
Uriah was the manager of The Thompson Bank, a private 
bank, founded by Iris eldest brother, James.

Matilda and Uriah had two children - - Ida and 
Harry. Ida lived here for ninety-six years before going 
to a nursing home for her last three years. When the 
house was sold it had been in the Thompson family for 
almost a century.

The original Victorian elegance has been restored. 
The house has an irregular outline with projections 
crowned by gables and a corner octagonal tower. The 
gable ends have projecting wooden pediments with 
raised, decorative scroll design. The tower is topped 
with a panelled wood frieze, its wide eave is decorated 
with modillions and the pointed roof retains the 
octagonal shape. The encircling verandah has paired 
columns forming wide arches. The leaded glass windows 
on the east side reflect the morning sun, in rainbow 
colours, on the dining room and kitchen walls.

Photo Credit - Molly Bramley________________________________Building No. 13

THE WILLIAM LEE COTTAGE 
225 George Street

This house is on Lot 16 and the 1845 map of Belle
ville shows a building similar in shape to the present 
one. The lot was divided through the centre with an 
irregular line following the outline of the present house. 
Although there is no deed registered until 1847 when 
George and William Taylor sold the half lot to carpenter 
William Lee, it is probable that Lee had been living here 
for some time.

Lee sold it in 1848 to William Breakenridge who used 
it as a rental property. Breakenridge had been educated 
as a lawyer by his famous uncle, the Honourable Robert 
Baldwin. He practised law in Belleville with his brother 
John.

An advertisement in The Intelligencer of August 28, 
1863 describes:’ “To Let - A small brick cottage, next 
house to the residence of John Bell, Esq.” Since James 
Booth, merchant tailor, is listed as the resident here in 
the Hastings County Directory of the next year, he must 
have responded to that advertisement.

A document of 1874 concerning a lease states that 
“the lessee shall have the right to draw and take away 
water for domestic purposes only, from the well on the 
adjoining premises, and it is further covenanted that the 
repairs and improvements, including the mansard roof 
agreed to be made by the party renting, Mrs. Sara Ann 
Booth, now partly made and being done at her own cost 
and charges, be paid for by her over and above the 
rent and taxes.”

A curious combination of stone and brick is seen on 
the north wall. The front windows are very large with 
twelve over twelve panes. The mansard roof has nicely 
proportioned Gothic windows.

Photo Credit - Belleville Camera Club . . . .  Building No. 14



THE MCARTHUR HOUSE 
259 Charles Street

Mr. and Mrs. Neil McArthur’s home may have been 
built in the early 1850’s by uncles Albert and Charles 
Smith. The brothers, builders and tinsmiths, owned 
much of the land in this area, including that of Charles 
and Albert Streets which bear their names.

Neil McArthur was a manufacturer of saddles, harness, 
bridles, trunks and whips, with a store on Front Street. 
The McArthur family had been merchants in Belleville 
since 1818 when John and Neil McArthur were granted 
lots on Front and Pinnacle Streets just south of Dundas.

In 1870 Alexander Robertson, a lawyer who had 
come as a child from Trenton to Belleville, bought 
the house for his bride, Mary Stewart. His lumber 
merchant father had bought the Meyers Mill property 
and dam twenty-five years earlier. Alexander entered 
politics and became a successful member of Parliament. 
In 1878 he became the first mayor of the City of Belle
ville. He built the east and west Robertson blocks on 
Front Street, the latter of which was destroyed by fire 
in 1963. Alexander also served as captain of the Argyle 
Light Infantry at Prescott during the Fenian excitement 
of 1866.

Mr. and Mrs. George Thompson, relatives of the first 
owners, the McArthurs, purchased the house in 1902. 
Mr. Thompson was the Canadian Express Agent and had 
also been a part owner of the Thompson Bank, founded 
by his eldest brother James.

At one time the house had canopy-roofed verandahs 
across the front and south sides, supported by decorative 
trelliage. There was a small balcony in front of the 
distinctive tall Gothic window.

Photo Credit - Molly Bramlcy________________________________ Building No. 15

THE HOLTON HOME 
195 John Street

Between the early 1850’s and the 1870’s many of the 
imposing brick houses built near, and along Bridge 
Street almost formed a family compound. Four of the 
five Clement sisters from Brockville married Belleville’s 
most eligible bachelors: the Messrs, Flint, Holden, 
Jones and Holton. As their children married, many of 
them built their homes on part of their parents’ lots, 
or on nearby lots.

Ezra William Holton came to Belleville in 1832 to 
work in Billa Flint’s general store, and he continued the 
business after Flint retired.

From 1892 to 1894 the Holton family published a 
newsletter called the Seaview Gazette. Eliza (Holton) 
Flint wrote these memories of their new home in the 
newsletter.

“During the summer of 1850, we moved to the new 
house on Taylor’s hill. I, a little girl of ten, followed the 
last load of furniture, wheeling my baby brother Charles 
in his little willow carriage. The large rooms and halls, 
with their high ceilings and the gas, were all so wonder
ful to us. When the two-acre plot was laid out, in lawn, 
garden, orchard and cow pasture, all seemed very grand. 
The grounds kept improving with age and the fruit trees 
bore delicious plums, pears and apples and the vines 
(under glass) such rich grapes. At last in June 1879 my 
dear father heard the call and left us. The house was 
sold to Mr. Job Lingham, who died after a residence 
there of two years. Again the old home has come into 
the family, our cousin, Mr. Ritchie, having bought it.”

Thomas Ritchie was the proprietor of Ritchie’s Dry 
Goods Store. It had been established by his brother 
George around 1855. The store flourished well into 
this century.

Photo Credit -Belleville Camera Club___________________ Building No. 16



THE DAVY HOUSE 
49 Campbell Street

Benjamin Fairfield Davy bought the land for his 
house in 1841. He must have built soon after that, as 
the 1845 map of Belleville shows a building similar in 
shape to the present house. Campbell Street did not 
exist, so the house is set in formal gardens extending to 
Church Street. The Library was not then at the corner, 
so he was able to enjoy an unobstructed view of the 
village and the bay.

Davy, a grain merchant, had come to Belleville 
from Bath, Ontario. In 1846, he was Chief Engineer of 
the Fire Department. When Belleville was incorporated 
as a town in 1850, Davy had the distinction of becoming 
its first mayor.

Samuel B. Burdett bought the house in 1883 and 
added the great east wing. We must thank him for 
doing it so sympathetically. The Gothic detailing of the 
tall window in the centre of the west gable, the drip caps 
over the windows and diagonally placed paired chimneys 
on the south gable were left untouched. As the cover 
picture shows, there was a verandah across the west 
front and the south side.

Burdett was born in Tyendinaga and studied law at 
Albert College. He became Dean of Faculty and 
practised law in Belleville for many years.

Progression of time and style can be followed in 
this interesting house. From the original west wing we 
look north to the asymmetrical style and features of 
the 1880’s. The gable has been re-designed to give the 
impression of an Italianate tower with wide frieze and 
heavy brackets.

Photo Credit - Molly Bramley________________________________Building No. 1 7

THE MCCURDY COTTAGE 
307 Church Street

Jonathan McCurdy, born in New Hampshire in 1801, 
married Mary Frank of Williamsburg in 1822. In 1827 
Mary and Jonathan and their family moved to Belle
ville and purchased Lot 37 on the east side of Church 
Street for 15 pounds.

The McCurdys built a one-and-a-half storey frame 
home here overlooking the village and the Moira River. 
Jonathan was a stone mason, and by 1831 had built a 
large stone block of stores on the west side of Front 
Street, north of Victoria Avenue. By 1847 he had added 
Church Street Lots 38 and 36 to his estate. Thus his 
property included that on which Tabernacle Church now 
stands, and it extended to the bottom of the hill, and 
east to Hillcrest Avenue.

If our early maps of Belleville are accurate, the first 
McCurdy home appears to have been slightly to the 
south of the present one, and larger in size. The property 
was divided during the 1870’s, and daughter Marietta 
received the homestead lot. The present house may date 
from that time. Marietta married Captain Charles Canning 
Crysler in 1863, a grandson of the family who lived on 
Crysler’s Farm during the decisive battle of November 
1813.

The property at 307 Church Street remained in the 
possession of the McCurdy descendants until 1969 - a 
total of 142 years. Jonathan’s son James sold part of his 
share in 1877 to the Methodist Congregation, who built 
the present Tabernacle Church. In 1887 James sold the 
part facing Hillcrest Avenue to the Belleville Water 
Works who wished to erect a water tower.

In the gable ends, the frame detailing shows where 
the roof was raised to a steeper angle.

Photo Credit - Molly Building No. 18



THE CORBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
233 Pinnacle Street 

The Commercial Bank Building

The Commercial Bank of Midland District was 
established in Belleville in 1832. In 1855 the Bank 
erected a handsome three storey building at the south
east corner of Pinnacle and Campbell Streets. The 
Italian Renaissance influence is evident in such details 
as the rusticated stonework and round headed windows 
on the lower storey, the emphasized keystones and 
corner quoins. The original building had a central door
way enclosed by a porch with a classical pediment.

In 1867 the Commercial Bank was absorbed by the 
Merchants’ Bank. By 1907 the branch was moved to 
Front Street, and Mr. Harry Corby, (later Senator 
Corby) prominent local philanthropist, bought the 
building for use as a public library. He completely 
equipped it, and on January 20, 1908 turned it over 
to the city.

The Daily Intelligencer, in its reports on the opening 
ceremonies, remarked on “its splendid completeness” , 
noting the marble pillars and magnificent staircase. 
The “Shakespeare Window” in the Delaney Wing was 
also a gift of the Corbys.

Subsequent wings have been added, but the original 
building still displays the pillars with Ionic capitals and 
the mosaic floor. The high ceilings and wide archways 
still carry their plaster borders of classical patterns.

The building is a reminder of a period of growth 
which began in 1856 with the arrival in Belleville of the 
new Grand Trunk Railway System.

Photo Credit - Hastings County  — ____________________________Building No. 19
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THE POST OFFICE BLOCK 
44 Bridge Street East

The following report in The Daily Intelligencer of 
May 5, 1870 heralded this building:

“Early in the spring, tenders were advertised for by 
Mr. D. D. Bogart for the construction of a three storey 
building of brick and stone, with a frontage of 80 feet 
and a depth of about 85 feet. The building is to be 
divided into three fire-proof compartments, the walls 
between each being carried up to the roof. The second 
storey will contain suites of offices, for the accom
modation of which several fire-proof vaults will be 
erected. It is intended that the eastern end will be 
occupied by the Post Office. Mr. John Forin is the 
architect.”

The Mr. D. D. Bogart who called for tenders in-the 
above report was David Demorest Bogart, a lumber 
merchant who operated a steam saw mill at the mouth 
of the Moira River. He lived on the southwest corner of 
Bridge and John Streets.

John Forin was the architect or builder of many 
Belleville buildings in addition to the Post Office Block. 
Belleville’s City Hall, the buildings opposite, and many 
banks and office buildings comprise part of the heritage 
he bequeathed. In the Post Office building, the arcade 
of round headed arches in rusticated masonry which 
frame the windows and doors of the main floor 
prominently displays one of the most impressive features 
of Form’s work on business blocks. The heavy carved 
keystones over the tall segmental arched windows of the 
second and third storeys add to the solid appearance. 
The original wooden cornice and brackets at the roof 
line are still intact.
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THE SELDON-HARRIS BUILDING 
184 Front Street

The large land holder in this area in the early 1800’s 
was Thomas Coleman. In 1827 he sold this 50 foot lot 
to Pennel Seldon and James Harris, hatters, for 50 
pounds. Harris was listed as a hatter in an 1809 account 
of the village, and Seldon’s house and hatter’s shop are 
shown on the 1816 map of Belleville. They sold the 
property in 1834 for 300 pounds, a price rise indicating 
construction between 1827 and 1834.

Dr. Rufus Holden and Merrick Sawyer bought the 
building for a pharmacy in 1846. In 1852 Dr. Holden 
bought out Sawyer and continued the business with his 
son, J. C. Holden. In 1859 they sold the building to 
Maryette Taylor, wife of George Taylor.

The Goad Insurance maps of 1878 and 1888 identify 
the building as a “saloon” . Angus McFee’s jewellery 
and optical business was located here at the end of the 
century. In the early decades of the 20th century, 
agricultural products were sold here, including produce, 
wool, hides, flour and feed. Then in 1936 new owners 
J. T. Clark and R. J. Miles opened a butcher shop, the 
beginning of a thriving business.

The style of the building is typical of the 1830’s. The 
side walls of rubble stone hold wide chimneys, and rise 
three storeys to parapet gable ends. The facade of 
coursed limestone has many details of cut or dressed 
masonry. Stone corner quoins, and window heads and 
sills, and the cut stone store front cornice, all add 
distinction to this early commercial block.
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THE ALBERTA BLOCK 
273 Front Street

In 1859 Lewis Wallbridge, a prominent local barrister, 
bought part of Lot 29 on the east side of Front Street 
from the widow of the Rev. Thomas Campbell, first 
rector of St. Thomas Church. In 1861 Wallbridge erected 
a two-storey building on this lot. On February 11,1863 
a fire razed three buildings north of Wallbridge’s, but his 
building was spared. In the same year Wallbridge, a Mem
ber of Parliament since 1859, was made Solicitor-General 
and Speaker of the House. Thus his local concerns were 
left to his brothers, William and Adam.

One of the early tenants of the building was William 
Templeton, a grocer, and in 1874 his son John bought 
the building. Following John’s death in 1876 his brother 
Joseph carried on the grocery business, and it was 
Joseph who built the three-storey “Alberta Block” , as 
it was identified on the 1888 Goad Insurance Map. The 
exact date of the construction of this block is unknown,, 
but it was possibly close to the formation of the 
“District of Alberta” in 1882.

Many architectural details reflect the “Richardson 
Romanesque” style which was popular at the time. 
Some such notable features include the round headed 
windows, the two-storey pilasters, and the use of applied 
decorative elements on the wall surfaces, particularly the 
sculptural naturalistic design of pressed tin between 
the bay windows of the upper storeys. The cornice 
supported on elaborately carved brackets now lacks 
the original towering central section.

Walter Alford had been the contractor, and in 1894 
he bought the building. George Woodley, furrier and 
hatter, established his business here in 1904. Alford sold 
the property in 1915 to the I.O.O.F. who used the 
second storey as a Lodge Room. George Woodley and 
Sons bought this striking example of High Victorian 
Architecture in 1971.

Photo Credit -  Molly Bramley Building No. 22
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THE WEST HARRISON BLOCK 
280-282 Front Street

James Harrison’s name was connected with the lending 
and sale of books in Belleville as early as 1838. In 1847 
he advertised musical instruments and stationery as 
well. By 1850 he had located his book store on this site 
in a two storey stone house, built by the previous owner, 
Donald McKenzie.

In 1853 the property was sold to Edward Harrison, 
a steamship captain, although James Harrison retained 
an interest until 1857. The relationship between the 
two is not clear. Substantial additions to the building 
were made in the 1850’s, but from the adjacent walkway 
to the North, the outline of the gable end of the original 
house can still be seen in the stonework of the building.

Early in 1863 fires struck both sides of Front Street, 
and the spring brought great building activity. “The 
Editor’s Walk” in the Hastings Chronicle of August 
5, 1863, decribed Harrison’s alterations. He had installed 
a new cut stone front on his enlarged shops. Iron pillars 
supported a new cut stone cornice over the store front 
windows. The style was “Roman” , and the second 
storey windows, surmounted with carved keystones, 
presented, a beautiful appearance.

An 1879 illustration depicts the building with a 
mansard roof carrying steeply pitched gables. The roof 
was later replaced by a cornice on carved brackets.

The Romanesque details make this facade, as the 
Chronicle editor reported in 1863, “second to none in 
town in grace or in architectural beauty.”

Photo Credit - The Intelligencer _ ................................... ............Building No. 23

THE NATHAN JONES BUILDING 
296 Front Street

In 1831 Nathan Jones came to Belleville from New 
Hampshire to live with and work for Billa Flint.

Five years later an advertisement in The Intelligencer 
announced that “Nathan Jones, having taken the store 
and premises lately occupied by Mr. Billa Flint Jr. as a 
general store, has commenced business in the old stand, 
Sept. 21, 1836, as a Dry Goods, Groceries and Hardware 
Store.” In 1847 Nathan married Mrs. Flint’s sister, Jane 
Clement. For some time they lived over the store, but in 
1856, they built a home on the northeast corner of 
Bridge and John Streets.

Thus Nathan Jones had been a merchant in Belleville 
for many years when he erected this building early in 
1862. The first advertisement for a store in the -new 
building appeared in the Hastings Chronicle on April 
30, 1862: “Removal - R. Elliott and Co., Dry Goods 
Merchants, have removed to one of Nathan Jones’ new 
shops.” This would be the north section; Mr. Curtis, 
also dry goods, rented the south shop. Offices on the 
second storey were those of Dr. Relyea, dentist, J. H. 
Simpson, lawyer, and Peter Shevlin, attorney-at-law.

By 1879 Jones had moved into the north section 
himself, and advertised his business as “ Importers of 
•Dry Goods, the oldest and most reliable house in the 
city.” The building remained in the Jones family until 
1974.

The brick facade with decorative cast iron lintels over 
the windows was a popular style of that day. The brass 
letters spelling “Nathan Jones” have been carefully 
replaced in the sidewalk through several re-pavings.
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THE ALBERT-FILLITER BUILDING 
298-300 Front Street

In July 1846 Erastus Holden, manager of the Bank 
of Upper Canada, began construction on Iris four-storey 
brick building on the west side of Front at the foot of 
Hotel Street (now Victoria Avenue). It was known as 
the Albert Building, possibly in honour of Queen 
Victoria’s Prince Consort, Albert of Saxe-Coburg.

An agreement was signed in 1851 between Holden 
and James Whiteford enabling the latter to use the north 
wall of Holden’s building as a party wall when he built 
his new block of stores to the north. A similar agree
ment was made in 1861 between Holden and Nathan 
Jones, who erected a new building on the south side of 
Holden in 1862. Thus the Albert Building became the 
anchor for the two newer blocks.

Dr. Rufus Holden, brother of Erastus, had located 
his drugstore here by 1861. On December 16, 1865 a 
fierce fire, which started in the cellar of his store, swept 
through Plolden’s building and Whiteford’s stores to the 
north.

The building was restored and was in use again by 
the following September, probably re-built within the old 
walls, as was the customer of the time. Thus the present 
facade could be the original one of 1846. If so, it was an 
ambitious design, reflecting the prestige of Holden’s 
position. Three-storey pilasters divide the surface 
vertically. The windows have cut stone sills and lintels 
with simple keystones, and these, along with the cut 
stone corner quoins, provide a pleasing contrast of light 
stone against red brick.

Erastus Holden’s daughter Ida, who had married 
Henry FiUiter in 1873, inherited the building upon her 
father’s death in 1876. Before Filliter died in 1890, he 
had changed the cornice, adding an arched centre section 
which bore his name.

Today the FiUiter Building remains an anchor, pre
serving the historical appearance of Front Street.

Photo Credit -  The Intelligencer ............ - ............Building No. 25

THE BELVEDERE HOTEL 
360 Front Street

Samuel Wilmot’s 1816 survey of the Town Plot shows 
Thomas Coleman as owner of most of the land on the 
west side of Front Street as well as on the west side of 
the Moira River. Appointed Captain of the Light 
Dragoons in the War of 1812, Coleman raised troops and 
fought along with a body of Indians in encounters 
against the Americans.

It was after the war that Coleman came to Meyers’ 
Creek. He built a frame house and grist and saw mills 
in the neighbourhood of the present Belvedere Hotel. 
Apparently the land he acquired was up for re-sale in 
1816, for in August of that year the Kingston newspaper 
carried the following advertisement: “ For Sale or Let, 
a very valuable Grist and Saw Mill immediately by the 
Town of Belleville and several town water lots upon the 
banks of the Moira River.”

In 1852 he sold the mill property on the west side of 
Front Street to his three sons, William, Charles and 
Everett. In November 1855 the Hastings Chronicle 
announced that Dr. Everett Hastings Coleman had 
opened his office in the stone building lately erected 
by himself on Front Street, where he could be con
sulted at all times. This building became a hotel and has 
remained so for more than 100 years.

In 1909 The Daily Intelligencer reported that the 
Albion Hotel was established in 1869. “It can 
accommodate forty guests and has red brick stables 
for 250 horses.” In 1923 the Allore family changed the 
name to the Belvedere Hotel.
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THE OLD NUMBER 2 FIREHALL 
394-400 Front Street

In 1866, James Brown of Brown’s Foundry presented 
a plan to Town Council for an engine house and police 
station. Despite the fact that there was no money set 
aside to build, Council accepted the plan. John Forin’s 
tender for $2860.00 was also accepted. The land was 
granted to the town by the heirs of Rev. John Reynolds.

On November 20, 1867, Town Council met for the 
first time in the new “engine house” . Police offices 
and cells, along with fire fighting equipment, occupied 
the lower floor. Tills same year there was a prospect 
of an American attack. British troops took over the 
Belleville armouries, displacing the local militia to the 
market building, where the Town Council had been 
meeting. Thus they moved to the upper storey of the 
fire hall, which had been intended as a public meeting 
place.

Problems developed in the heating system and in 
December 1873 Council moved to the present City 
Hall. The police court rooms then moved to the upper 
storey of the fire hall. At a later date sleeping quarters 
were made available there for on-duty firemen. The fire 
bell was located at the centre front of the building.

Number 2 Fire Station remained at this location until 
the building was sold in 1950. The exterior has not been 
altered except for the replacement of the original large 
doors by a modern store front.

THE HENDERSON BUILDING 
399 Front Street

George Eyre Henderson, a lawyer built this three- 
storey stone building, with brick and iron front, in 1859 
on part of the site of the Rev. John Reynolds estate. In 
addition to several offices, one of which was Henderson’s 
law office, it accommodated two stores and two 
dwellings. The east side of the building was constructed 
with wood joists set into the stone so that another 
building could be added in the future. Although the east 
side is not beautiful, it does tell an interesting story of 
construction over tile years.

The building became the Masonic Temple in 1874 
and remained so until 1951 when it was purchased by 
the Belleville Columbus Club. It is an early example of 
the use of architectural elements of cast iron. At that 
time entire store fronts could be ordered from 
catalogues. The iron pillared main floor originally had 
two shops with central doorways and large shop 
windows. This is the only complete cast iron main 
floor remaining in Belleville.

The long narrow windows of the second storey have 
iron pediments. Hood moulds were used on the third 
storey windows. At one time narrow balconies with 
cast iron railings graced these windows. The wood 
cornice and brackets are original. However the mansard 
roof and dormers, an addition of the 1870’s, were pro
bably added to accommodate the organ, choir loft and 
high ceilings of the third floor lodge rooms.
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THE TODD TERRACE 
80-82 Station Street

These two buildings were built as rental units by 
Thomas Todd, a mason. The north building, No. 82, 
predates No. 80 by a few years.

In the 1800’s, Station Street was called Mill Street. 
It was a busy industrial thoroughfare. Baker’s Carriage 
Works was just to the south of this terrace, and Foy’s 
Soda Water Factory was on the north side.

In 1872, the tenants represented a cross-section of 
society. Todd the owner, Daniel Cunningham a 
machinist, William Hudson a clerk, and John Finn a 
lawyer, rented the units of No. 80 for their families. 
In No. 82 George Bradley a teacher, and Donald Mc
Donald a saloon keeper, housed their families.

By 1888 the properties had been sold to Samuel 
Bull, the son of Henry Bull Jr. who had built the terrace 
on Highland Avenue. The families living in No. 80 were 
by this time those of a carpenter, a mason and a stone
cutter. In No. 82 two widows, a carpenter, a stone
cutter, a labourer, and an employee of the soda water 
factory were the residents.

Stone rubble appears to have been used for No. 82 
with a brick facing on the front. The first storey is 
now overlayed with angelstone. There are parapets at 
either end of the roof, and an attractive cornice. No. 80 
is of brick construction with parapets at either end of 
the roof. Both buildings exhibit symmetrical window 
placement. The buildings are joined by a later infill. 
They still serve as rental units.

Photo Credit - Molly Bramley ----------------------------------------------------Building No. 29

THE CLARK HOUSE 
107 Cannifton Road

This Cannifton Road area was known as “Sleeper’s 
Plot” after Jonathan Sleeper who purchased the land 
in 1823. This name refers to the area on either side of 
Cannifton Road, from just south of the Railway Bridge 
to College Street.

In 1862 William Clark, a machinist and engine fitter 
with the Grand Trunk Railway, purchased this lot and 
this brick house was probably built about that time. The 
Assessment Rolls in 1864 record Clark as living here.

Clark served in the Grand Trunk Railway Brigade, 
organized in 1866 because of the Fenian threat to 
Canada. The duties of the brigade were to guard bridges, 
shops and roundhouses. Clark was colour-sergeant in 
one of the companies at the Belleville headquarters. He 
was in charge of'an engine which was kept constantly, 
ready and steamed up for anticipated attack.

Michael J. Kelly bought the property in 1889. Kelly 
was a Grand Trunk Railway conductor. He also served in 
a local militia as a Corporal during the Fenian Raids. He 
was granted 160 acres of land in northern Ontario for his 
services but sold it and remained in Belleville.

This two-storey red brick house remained in the Kelly 
family for many years. It is centrally planned, although 
the upper front windows are asymmetrically placed.

The windows and door have brick lintels with a 
slight curve. The recessed panels on either side of the 
door included long sidelights to match the present 
transom window.
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THE PHILIP CANNIFF HOUSE 
151 Cannifton Road

Just north of Belleville along the river was a thriving 
industrial area when Philip Flagler Canniff built this well 
proportioned brick home around 1851. His father Jonas 
had given him this land on the east side of “the plank 
road from Belleville to Canniffs Mills” . Philip 
subdivided the area and named it Wellington Plot after 
his eldest son. He built his home on Lot 1 of the plot, 
with the lawns extending across Lot 2 to Byron Street, 
named for his second son.

Jonas Canniff had married Letitia Flagler, and about 
1820 they moved to Thurlow from Adolphustown. In 
addition to building a saw mill and a grist mill, Jonas 
built a dam across the river, now called the Old Lazier 
Dam. His house, where sons James, Philip and William 
were born, stood at the south end of the present River
side Park.

In 1851 Jonas gave the mills to his two older sons. 
James, who received the grist mill, built a new flouring 
mill, while Philip expanded the saw mill into the Moira 
Paper Mill, which manufactured printing, wrapping and 
Manilla papers. Equally enterprising was the third 
Canniff son, William. He became a doctor and was the 
first Public Health Director for Toronto. He also wrote 
The Settlement o f  Upper Canada (published in 1869) 
and The Medical Profession in Upper Canada.

In 1858 Philip sold his house to millwright Annanias 
Tarrant. Before the turn of the century Cornelius 
Donovan and his family were living here. The house is 
still owned by their descendants.

The cornice, with modillions under the eaves, is 
especially handsome with the painting showing it to 
advantage.

Photo Credit - Paul Foster Building No. 31

THE JAMES MANLEY HOUSE 
8 Stone Street

In 1863 Burleigh Hunt and his wife Mary signed a 
Quit Claim on this property in favour of James Manley 
who was living here by 1860. Originally the lot extended 
to the south side of Olive Street which was called Cedar 
Street at that time.

James Manley was a stone mason and quarried stone 
for building material from the riverbank east of his 
home.

The house passed to the Manley’s daughter Mary 
and remained in the family until 1937.

Originally the house was stucco with marked 
quoining at the corners. When the extension was added 
it became apparent that there was grouted brick between 
the studding with lathe and stucco overlaying.

The storey-and-a-half house has a symmetrical plan. 
The Gothic influence is evident in the central dormer 
window. The original stucco proved difficult to main
tain, and the current owners used the angel stone facing. 
They also enclosed the porch using curved windows 
on the sides and a curved door. The Victorian columns 
were also added.
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THE GREEN LEAF HOUSE 
19 North Park Street

Michael Kehoe had the original Crown Grant on this 
property. The house was probably built by Kehoe before 
1862. Richard Elvins purchased it in 1862 and in 1867 
deeded it to Orlando Greenleaf.

The 1868 Hastings County Directory lists Orlando 
Greenleaf as a finisher and engraver with The James M. 
Walker Co., Belleville Agricultural Works.

In 1889 Mr. Greenleaf established his own business, 
starting with a Bicycle Agency and Repair Shop. As the 
business prospered and his sons joined the company, 
they advertised that they carried in stock a complete line 
of all kinds of electrical, bicycle and automobile 
supplies. They paid special attention to fitting up 
residences and stores with electric lights and private 
telephones. Their business was located on Pinnacle 
Street south of Victoria. The Greenleaf family also 
operated a foundry on the site of the present federal 
building at the southeast corner of Pinnacle and Station 
Streets.

The house remained in the Greenleaf family until 
1953. It is a charming example of a clapboard house 
with a traditional porch. From Donald Street, a tower 
on the back is visible. Donald Greenleaf built the toyver 
as an observatory.
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THE RICHARD ELVINS HOUSE 
27 North Park Street

In 1862 Richard Elvins purchased the land between 
North Park and Prince of Wales Drive, on both sides of 
Donald Street from Michael Kehoe who had obtained 
the original Crown Grant. Elvins constructed this brick 
house in 1863. The Hastings Chronicle described it as 
“a very neat and commodious two-storey brick cottage 
. . . the mason work was performed by H. Wilkins, 
slating by William Boswell, F. Cantebury, Joiner” .

Richard Elvins was a wholesale and retail grocer, and 
provision dealer. The business, which he had organized 
in 1846, was on Front Street. After Elvins’ death in 
1903 the estate carried on the business.

The house is centrally planned with symmetrical 
window placement. The kitchen wing also has two full 
storeys. The front, one side and the kitchen wing were 
all surrounded with verandahs. South of Donald Street 
Mr. Elvins set out orchards. The produce supplied his 
provision business.

St. ELVINS,
drntcwl d h tc fr , ^rnhisimt jpealtr

c o m m is s io n  m e r c h a n t , &.C .,
KilONT STKKET,............................................. BELLEVILLE,

tVhero ho keeps const/intly on Imnd all kinds of

GROCERIES, PRO V ISIO N S, SUGAR CURED H A M S  AN D  PO RK
Of his own curing: also Flour, Bran, Peas, Oats, and Feed of every 
description, which ho oilers cheap lor Cash only. All articles purchased 
of him warranted to give satisfaction. Cash paid for Farmer’s Produce.

Advertisement - “Hastings County Directory I860’'
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THE ALBERT CARMAN HOUSE 
84 Donald Street

It was in 1875 that John Haslett drew up a plan of 
the land on both sides of Donald Street from North Park 
Street to Prince of Wales Drive. Richard Elvins owned 
this property and in 1878 he sold the lot at 84 Donald 
Street to Albert Carman.

Albert Carman was of United Empire Loyalist stock, 
and was born in Iroquois, Ontario. He was Principal of 
Albert College from 1858 to 1868 and became the first 
chancellor of Albert University in 1868. He remained 
in that position until 1874 when he was elected a bishop 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1883 he became 
general superintendent of the Methodist Church in 
Canada. His wife Mary was the daughter of James Sisk.

The brick house, which Carman built, was centrally 
planned with bay windows on either side of the large 
door.
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THE MACOUN HOUSE 
19 Pringle Drive

The presence of Albert College, which was north of 
College Street and west of North Park Street in 
the 1860’s, helped to stimulate building in this area, and 
several houses were built on the Park lots, north of 
College.

In 1865 this property was sold to John Macoun, a 
teacher at School No. 1 on Gilbert Street. This house 
was probably built about this time. By 1874 John 
Macoun had become Head Master of the Public Schools. 
He resigned that year to take the chair of Botany and 
Geology at Albert University, and to act as Rector of 
the College Grammar School.

Professor Macoun had a good deal of renown. In 
1872 he accompanied the railway expedition, under Sir 
Sanford Fleming, to Edmonton. With a small party he 
went on to examine the Peace River Pass. In 1875 he 
was appointed Botanist to the Geological Survey. These 
travels, mainly on foot or by canoe, took him from. 
Victoria to Port MacLeod, and finally to Winnipeg. The 
Canadian Biographical Dictionary of 1880 refers to 
Macoun as “the best botanist in the Dominion of 
Canada” and states that he “has long been recognized 
as a leader, in Ontario, in educational matters.”

The Macoun home was built on a high point of land. 
It faces south, down the hill away from Pringle Drive. 
The symmetry of design was relieved by a tower on the 
south side, which was later taken down.

John Macoun 
stamp (1981)
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COLEMAN’S CASTLE 
48 North Front Street

Charles Lester Coleman was the son of captain 
Thomas Coleman who had come to the village of Belle
ville after the War of 1812. Here Captain Coleman built 
mills and stores along the west side of the river and on 
Front Street.

Charles, his son, studied law, was called to the bar in 
1845, and was appointed County Attorney by the Mac- 
Donald-Dorion Government in 1863. He had lived for 
many years in the white frame house at 77 South Front 
Street, but in 1872 he built his new home on this 
commanding site on the hill overlooking the town.

His house, aptly dubbed “Coleman’s Castle” by 
neighbours, stood in the centre of park-like grounds 
which extended from Coleman Street to North Front 
Street, and from the Grand Truck Railway to Earle 
Street. It is in the Italianate style with tall tower. Stone 
arches with heavy projecting keystones are over the 
single, paired and triple windows and doors. Coleman 
chose to finish his home with a slate mansard roof and 
dormers. The three storey tower once had a mansard 
roof and iron cresting.

Coleman died in 1884 and William E. Northrup, 
barrister and Member of Parliament, purchased the 
estate. Northrup’s appointment as Clerk of the House 
of Commons took him to Ottawa, and the “castle” 
became the family summer home.

After years of being vacant and boarded up, it was 
bought by Mr. Ray Grant and converted to a funeral 
home in 1939.

One of the many interior features of note is 
a magnificent hand painted window entitled “The 
Message” . This window is at the staircase landing.

Photo Credit - Molly Bramley________________________________  Building No. 39

“HILLSIDE”
113 West Moira Street

William Meudell, who was originally from the Orkney 
Islands, was Collector of Customs in Belleville. In 1874 
he moved to his new house, which he appropriately 
named “Hillside” . He live there until his death in 1885.

For the next ten years Meribeth Ann and Robert 
Elliott were the owners. Mrs. Elliott was a sister of 
Colonel Lazier.

In 1895 Edison Baldwin Fraleck moved his family 
into this home, which he dearly loved because of its 
rural setting.

Judge Fraleck, born in 1841, was of Loyalist descent. 
He received his early education at a boarding school for 
boys in Kingston, the Frontenac Academy. He proceeded 
to Queen’s University where he obtained his degree. He 
was called to the bar in 1868. In 1881 he was appointed 
Junior Judge of County Court and Surrogate Court.

The judge’s greatest interests were hunting and 
fishing in the northern woods. At the same time he was 
an ardent conservationist, and appeared frequently at 
the Parliament Buildings in Toronto in defense of 
every proposal to preserve the game and fisheries of the 
province. He wrote many articles for sporting magazines 
of international readership, and for local newspapers, 
almost until Iris death in 1930.

This large red brick house built on a central hall 
plan has seen few changes over the years. The fine front 
door leads into a comfortable family home where five 
young Fraleck children grew up in spacious surroundings.
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THE MCGRATH HOUSE 
43 Hillside Street

This house had three early owners. Robert Russell 
Murdoffe and his wife Jane bought Lot 2 from Hannah 
Wallbridge in 1886 and built the house.

Then James Bell Ashley bought the house in 1894, 
but died the same year at the age of 52. He had been 
editor of the local newspaper, The Ontario and had later 
taught for several years at the Deaf and Dumb Institute.

From 1901 to 1926 Ada and William John McGrath 
were the owners. McGrath had been born into humble 
beginnings in Blairton, Ontario on January 1, 1870. 
He was orphaned in Iris teens, and arrived in Belleville 
in the fall of 1890 with only the savings from one year’s 
hard labour at a mill in Toronto. He entered Ontario 
Business College, and became a bookkeeper for Hodgson 
Brothers, cheese and butter exporters. Later McGrath 
became general manager of the local office of this 
business.

In 1898 he ventured into his own business. His 
success is indicated by his becoming the largest exporter 
of cheese in Belleville and the largest in Canada except 
for Montreal exporters. In 1896 he represented Murney 
Ward on City Council.

This red brick, two-storey house was built in the late 
Italianate style. The well designed leaded glass lights 
and sidelights at the door, and the Corinthian capitals 
on the columns supporting the porch are architectural 
features of note. A small conservatory on the south 
side and the octagonal verandah add interest. These 
latter features are not commonly found in Belleville; 
they are probably not original to this house.

Photo Credit - Molly Brantley________________________________Building No. 41

THE WALTON HOUSE 
57 Catherine Street

George Walton, born in Yorkshire, England in 1810, 
settled in Canada in 1842 and moved to Belleville in 
1852. George and his wife Hannah bought the Catherine 
Street land in 1859 and probably built their house the 
next year. The Hastings Directory for 1860-61 indicates 
that they were residents at this location.

Walton was engaged in the planing mill business. His 
mill was on an island behind Wallace’s Bakery - the site 
today of the Quinte Living Centre. When his mill 
burned, he decided to retire. He died in 1886.

There were seven children in the family. His younger 
son George continued the mill business under the name 
of Harris and Walton. He also lived in the family home. 
The business specialized in the manufacture of fittings 
for interiors of offices, churches and hotels. Stairs and 
mouldings were among their products. They imported 
some fine hardwoods, although most of their high 
quality timber came from the Georgian Bay area.

The exterior of the Walton home retains the original 
architectural details. The nicely designed, centrally 
placed front door has plain pilasters supporting a 
pediment. The transom light over the door is divided 
into five sections, and there are two long rectangular 
lights on either side. The original window mouldings can 
be seen and the delicate vergeboard on the gable end 
is still intact.
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THE BREAKENRIDGE HOUSE 
26 Isabel Street

A Belleville merchant, William McDonald, built 
this house in the early 1830’s. In 1833 the Breaken- 
ridge family became associated with it. Mary Warren 
Breakenridge moved from Niagara-on-the-Lake to be 
near her eldest daughter, Maria. Maria had married the 
Belleville lawyer, Edmund Murney, in 1835.

The Murneys built on the brow of Bridge Street 
West, moving into their imposing new home in 1839. 
It was into William McDonald’s humble cottage that 
her mother moved.

The Breakenridge connection was distinguished. 
John Breakenridge, the late husband of Mary, had 
been a barrister, and Mary’s nephew was the Honourable 
Robert Baldwin.

Edmund Murney died in 1861 and Mrs. Breakenridge 
moved in with her daughter. Her son William, an 
attorney, bought this house and lived there with his 
wife Madeline until they moved to Whitby.

The house once had a verandah on the east and south 
sides. The front door has been altered but the multi- 
paned windows on the ground floor are typical of the 
period in which the house was built.

**•1: *********** ************* ************* *

“To the westward are beautiful slopes, which are 
adorned with handsome dwellings and tastefully 
arranged grounds, where men of business and toil 
find a quiet retreat.”

-Hastings County Directory 1860

Photo Credit - Molly Bramley _______________________________ Building No. 43

THE HENRY BULL HOUSE 
18 Isabel Street

Henry Bull and his three brothers came to Canada 
from Yorkshire, England in the early 1800’s. They 
settled in Quebec where Henry married Madeline de 
Montfort, a descendant of the last Duke of Normandy.

About 1830 Henry and Madeline and the first four 
of their seven children moved to Belleville. Here Henry 
owned a large wholesale grocery and dry goods business 
on Front Street. Henry’s brother Samuel came to 
Belleville at the same time. From 1832 to 1837 Samuel 
was in partnership with John McNab in the lumber trade.

Henry prospered in his early years in Belleville. In 
1835, however, he experienced a severe financial reversal 
and had to mortgage his many properties. In 1853-54 
Henry served on Town Council. He began to make a 
partial financial comeback, and in 1855 took out a 
mortgage on the Isabel Street property, which he had 
owned since 1851. When the census of 1861 was taken, 
Henry was living on Isabel Street as a widower, and was 
very much the stern parent to sons George and Samuel, 
and daughters Sarah, Caroline and Maud.

Sons Henry Jr., George L. T. and Samuel J. were in 
the wholesale grocery business until the partnership 
was dissolved in 1854. Samuel J. changed careers and 
became a local barrister. John and Henry Jr. were the 
only members of the family to marry. Henry Sr. died in 
the late 1860’s.

The Bull house is a sturdy two-storey dwelling on the 
west hill overlooking the town. It still retains some 
architectural elements of its period. There are multi- 
paned windows and brackets under the eaves. The small 
front porch appears to be original. However the porch 
to the south is a later addition.
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THE STEVENS HOUSE 
110 Bridge Street West

The land which Alexander Dunbar Moodie received 
from his father, J. W. Dunbar Moodie, included lots on 
the east and west sides of Sinclair Street. Alexander’s 
mother was the Canadian author, Susanna Moodie.

In 1865 Alexander drew up a plan of this property, 
and the following year Christine and Smith Stevens 
bought Lot 34. Smith was a law clerk with the firm of 
Ross and Bell, solicitors for the Grand Trunk Railway. 
Christine was the daughter of Royal Munro, a prominent 
Belleville innkeeper. Smith took out two mortgages in 
January 1867, and proceeded to build immediately. The 
agreement required that he “insure the building on said 
lands for not less than $1,000.”

The Stevens had three children, but Christine died 
in December, 1869, just nine months after the birth of 
her only son, Edward Ernest Napier. She was just 29. 
Smith continued to live here until 1873. Due to encum
brances on the land, it was sold for public auction to a 
Brighton dentist, Isaac 0 . Proctor. Smith Stevens moved 
to Lambton County in southwestern Ontario.

In 1905 William H. Panter bought the property and it 
remained with his family until 1947.

This home has not been altered on the exterior. The 
acorn brackets on the eaves and the multi-paned 
windows have been retained. The false centre bead forms 
a mid-line on the front door. This is a Belleville rarity 
found only from the 1840’s on. The verandah is visible 
on the 1874 map of Belleville; however the diamond- 
shape design of the uprights probably dates from the 
1940’s.

Photo Credit - Molly Bramley________________________________Building No. 45

THE BILLA FLINT HOME 
180 Coleman Street

During its long life, this early home has had a diverse 
history. It was built in 1835 as a dwelling for one of 
Belleville’s most prominent businessmen, Billa Flint. 
Billa Flint came to Belleville in 1829 as a general 
merchant. He established a large lumbering business at 
the mouth of the Moira, as well as extensive mills in 
Actinolite, Flinton and Bancroft. The Belleville mill 
was the largest, and could produce enough lumber to 
load a schooner every day.

Along with this business enterprise, Flint also found 
time to hold a variety of public offices. In 1836 he was 
elected President of the Belleville Police Board; was 
Reeve of Elzevir Township for 21 years and of Belleville 
for three years; Mayor of the Town of Belleville in 1866 
and Warden of Hastings County in 1873. From 1847 
until his death in 1894 he represented the area in the 
Canadian government almost continuously, becoming 
a Senator in 1867. Apparently all of this did not occupy 
his time completely for he was superintendent of the 
Methodist Sunday School here for 21 years, and helped 
to found a Temperance Society of 1400 members.

Billa Flint lived here until 1861 when he moved to 
Iris mansion at the corner of Bridge and Ann Streets. 
In 1880 the Women’s Christian Association rented this 
house on Coleman Street for their Home for the Friend
less. In 1912 the Springer Lock Company bought the 
building for their offices.

The distinctive architecture of the 1830’s is evident 
in the parapet gables supporting wide chimney bases. 
The tall paired chimneys have been removed and 
windows have been added on the north side. The south 
windows looked over the Flints’ gardens and the bay.
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THE BULL TERRACE 
18-20-22 Highland Avenue

Tliis was “Commercial Street” when Henry Bull Jr. 
built his terrace in 1855. The Commercial Bank owned 
several blocks of land along the road, and thus the street 
was named. Commercial Street was changed to its pre
sent name in 1919.

The BuE Brothers were merchants who acquired 
extensive land holdings and buddings in Bedeville. In 
1854 Henry left the partnership and began a budding 
spree with this triplex and a similar one on Dundas 
Street East. Due to a fire in part of this budding in 1859, 
the Bedevdle tax book for that year described the lot as 
the “Bud Buddings, partly burned” .

It would appear that Bud built the north house, No. 
22 first, and added the double south section soon after
wards. The north section is scaled slightly tader than the 
other two, and stepped out.

The interior wad, between Nos. 20 and 22 is a brick 
dividing wall, whereas the wad between Nos. 18 and 20 
is merely a partition. The parapet, on the roof at this 
point, is a false firewad. The exterior and interior 
brick parapets extend to stepped brick corbels.

The cut stone lintels over the windows and doors, 
and the cut stone plinth are tooled and bushed. The 
front entrances have multi-paned sidelights and 
transoms, giving the wide hads and gracefully turned 
staircases an abundance of light.

About 1905 William R. Vadance added a budding to 
the north side for Iris Quinte Steam Laundry Company. 
His famdy Hved first in No. 22, then in No. 20 for over 
seventy-five years.

SIR JAMES WHITNEY SCHOOL 
350 Dundas Street West

On April 30, 1869 Widiam Hamilton Ponton deeded 
a 66 acre parcel of land to “Her Majesty the Queen” . 
The boundaries were March Road on the north to the 
Bay of Quinte in the south; east was Palmer Road and 
west to the present day school Emit. This was used by 
the Government of Ontario to budd the “Ontario 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb” .

Staff houses were built in the early 20th century on 
Palmer Road.

108 Palmer Road (Green Gables) Built in 1900 
112 Palmer Road (Rev. Gyle’s House) Built in 1920 
118-120 Palmer Road Budt in 1917
126 Palmer Road (Mr. Bryant’s House) Budt in 1900

THE SUPERINTENDENT’S HOUSE 
SIR JAMES WHITNEY SCHOOL

In 1876 the Department of Education decided to 
build a residence for the Superintendent of the “Ontario 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb” . The enrodment at 
the time was 238 students: 155 male students, and 83 
female students.

The house stid stands today, on the west side of the 
main school building. Completed in 1877, it is a very 
handsome building, and has been wed maintained. Its 
substantial proportions are embellished by distinctive 
window pediments, a bay window, and bargeboard.

The first Superintendent was Dr. W. Palmer, who 
dved there from 1877 until 1897. Six more super
intendents have fodowed Dr. Palmer in tins house. 
The present superintendent, Mrs. C. Michaiski, has been 
its resident since 1979.
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THE PALMER HOUSE 
39 Palmer Road

William H. Ponton deeded tills land to Angus Christie, 
the first bursar of “The Institution for the Deaf and 
Dumb” , on September 2, 1875. Mr. Christie sold it on 
April 22, 1881 to Her Majesty the Queen for the use of 
the Institution.

In 1895 a house was built for Mr. Christie and his 
family. It was used by succeeding bursars until 1959. 
Between 1959 and 1965 two of the School’s Assistant 
Superintendents occupied the house.

The house was taken over in 1965 for use as an 
“Independent Teaching House” for the students. At tills 
time it was named in commemoration of Dr. W. Palmer, 
the School’s first superintendent (1870-1897).

The central doorway and symmetrically placed win
dows and eave brackets are indicative of the period.

THE GIBSON HOSPITAL 
SIR JAMES WHITNEY SCHOOL

This building was erected in 1894. It is just northwest 
of the J. G. Derneza Sports Centre.

Named after the Hon. J. H. Gibson, the minister in 
charge of the Institution at the time, the hospital was 
needed to give more space for classrooms in the school 
building, where the infirmary had been and to provide 
“ isolation” for students with infectious childhood 
diseases.

It was used until the early 1970’s when a new facility 
was built. It was converted to a receiving area for school 
supplies.

There have been numerous changes in the building. 
Many years ago a two storey balcony on the front was 
removed, and in addition, the windows, doors and 
porches have been altered.
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THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS

WINTARIO

WOODLEY FURRIERS

LORNE MC DOUG ALL INSURANCE 
AGENCIES LTD.

O’NEIL STATIONERY & OFFICE 
SUPPLIES LTD.

BELL SHIRT CO. LTD.

DIXIE LEE RESTAURANT

LESLIE’S SHOE STORE

W. T. HAWKINS LTD.

G. T. LANNING LIMITED

THE TEMPLER FLOWER SHOP

WARWICK PRINTING INC.

MARSH INSURANCE LIMITED

ALUMINUM STAR PRODUCTS LTD.

TRUDEAU MOTORS LTD.

BLACK DIAMOND CHEESE

W. WONNACOTT & SON LTD.

MR. ALWYN F. GEEN, Phm. B.

BELLEVILLE BANKERS ASSOCIATION

A FRIEND OF THE SOCIETY

STEWART MASSON

PATRICIA BENNETT

in memory of
ROWENA and EGERTON BOYCE

in memory of 
MR. STAN ELSE
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