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Dancing in the Sky
by Lewis Zandbergen 

What does Bellevillian Bill 
Hunt have in common with 

Leonardo Da Vinci, Alexander 
Graham Bell and Vernon Cas
tle?

Well, perhaps Bill does like 
to dance, but that isn’t the 
only interest that might have 

united these men had they been contempo
raries. Their shared fascination was flight.

W.C. “Bill” Hunt was the speaker at the 
Tuesday, October 15, meeting of the Hast
ings County Historical Society and he took 
the opportunity to sketch out the history of 
flight from Icarus’ feathered flight of fancy 
to the barnstormers who once made their liv
ing by thrilling crowds who lined up to wit
ness the knights of the air perform their feats 
of derringdo.

Bill Hunt is not one to rest on his laurels. 
It seems each project he undertakes results 
in another project, and another, and another. 
His present work was a result of research he 
did while writing Whisky and Ice in which 
he mentions the use of aircraft to try and find 
out what happened to rum runner Ben Kerr 
after his disappearance on Lake Ontario in 
his boat in February of 1929. It was the first 
time an airplane was used in the search for
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missing persons. The pilot was Walter Leav
ens and his plane was an Eagle Rock; Leav
ens brothers flew their planes from an air
field at the family farm just east of Belleville 
(where Baz Auto is currently).

But that was nearer to the end of Bill’s pre
sentation.

Bill, who acquired a pilot’s licence in 1971, 
hasn’t flown since 1975 because he has dia
betes. He has one third of his present proj
ect finished and delighted the audience with 
a reading from the book; the working title is 
Dancing in the Sky.

“On a bitterly cold autumn day Ca
det Briggs Adams wrote to his parents in 
New Jersey telling of his adventure attempt
ing to describe the transcendent experience 
of flight; it was a daunting task.

“In 1917 few people had even seen 
an aircraft and like space travel today, only a 
select few had actually experienced the sen
sation of flight. Fortunately, Briggs Adams, 
a musician and Harvard undergrad was bet
ter equipped than most to capture that mo
ment for future generations. Here’s his letter 
which appeared in the Atlantic Monthly:

Camp Borden,
October 16,1917,
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afternoon the sky was 
those great masses of 
thick, puffy white 
clouds, with the sky 
appearing so clear and 
deep blue between them. 
I climbed up between 
son

a thousand feet.
Then I flew 
along for an 
hour or more 
with the wheels 
just touching the upper surface. It 
seemed like riding in a mythical chariot of 
the gods, racing along this vast infinitely 
white field stretching off endlessly in every 
direction. The clear open sky above is heav
en as we imagined it in childhood. The world 
was completely shut out; the celestial illu
sion was perfect. And it was hard to come 
away from it. Then came the glide down; 
a wonderful sensation to pass through the 
air with the engine shut off so we really 
seemed to be floating, making great swoop
ing spiral curves. Sometime I would drop 
and tear through the air like a meteor the 
wires shrieking with the wind then nose up 
again and slow down it was so beautiful to 
get away from the world that way outside 
of it with a heaven of absolutely unmarred 
beauty that seemed to expand. Where there is 
no measure there are no boundaries.” Briggs 
Adams arrived in France in March 1918 and 
shortly after became a war casualty.

(My apologies Bill if my punctuation 
doesn’t quite jibe with yours.)

Who really knows when man looked into 
the sky and fervently wished he could be 
as free as a bird, unfettered by the gravity 
which relentlessly keeps him pinned to the 
Earth? But the story in Greek legend of 
Daedalus and Icarus must rank as the first
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From skimming frozen lakes to storming barns
Continued from page 1. 
account of man attempting flight. That flight 
ended in tragedy of course, when the over- 
zealous Icarus flew too close to the sun and 
melted the wax which held the feathers to 
his flapping arms.

Da Vinci, who incidentally was not the first 
to try gliding on winglike appendages, was 
similarly unsuccessful in his endeavours to 
escape die “surly bonds of Earth.” To be sure 
he tested his flying machine but it turned out 
to be a swan dive. But enough of ancient his
tory.

Bill’s subject was actually local involve
ment—or the seeming lack of it—with 
flight.

The first decade of the 1900s witnessed a 
plethora of attempts at flight. Some ended in 
abject failure; others met with qualified suc
cess and still others were heralded as man’s 
conquest of the skies. What schoolchild isn’t 
familiar with the terms Kittyhawk and the 
Wright Brothers, Silver Dart and J.A.D. Mc

Curdy? (Well, perhaps not so much these 
days as during my school years.)

As anyone remotely interested in the his
tory of Canadian flight can tell you, Cana
da’s first successful sustained flight occurred 
on February 23, 1909, on the frozen surface 
of Baddeck Bay, Bras d’Or Lake, on Cape 
Breton Island; J.A.D. McCurdy was at the 
controls. McCurdy was the first Canadian to 
acquire a pilot’s licence—but he had to go 
the states to get it.

Enter the age of the “barnstormers.” These 
daring men used the airplane to perform 
death-defying stunts and toured the small 
towns and fairgrounds. They were the Evel 
Knievels of their day.

Lincoln Beechey was the first man to do a 
flip in his stunt biplane then went on to top 
that with a daring flight under the Whirlpool 
bridge at Niagara Falls; he was paid $1,000 
to perform that aerial manoeuvre. The au
thorities eventually put a stop to those tricks. 
Daring escapades of wingwalking, tricks like

shooting arrows at targets while standing 
on the wings, exchanging airplanes in mid
air kept the crowds sometimes upwards of 
50,000 people, gazing skyward. And what 
countryside maid could resist a flight with 
a dashing pilot—especially if the fare was a 
penny a pound. Barnstormers continued to 
delight audiences well into the 1920s.

Still there’s no mention of flight in the 
southern Hastings County area. There are 
flights at Kingston, Brockville, Peterborough 
and even Napanee in 1912. That would all 
change when on June 3, 1913, a plane left 
the Belleville Fairgrounds and flew across 
the Bay of Quinte; 15,000 people turned out 
to watch. February of 1914 Belleville had its 
very own airplane manufacturer. In a shed 
behind 160 George Street, a Mr. H. R. Polly 
and his brother built a single seater biplane 
(pictured on page 1).

The brothers Polly envisioned Belleville 
becoming a force to be reckoned with in the 
Continued on page 3.
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Heritage Society learns about lighting devices
Editor’s note: The following account from 
the Campbellford-Seymour Heritage Soci
ety appeared in the November 1, 2002, west 
edition of The Community Press. I feel the 
subject of lighting devices transcends the 
geographical boundaries of our historical 
societies whose aim after all is education, 
ergo its appearance in The Outlook.

by Madeline Simpson 
The September meeting of the Camp

bellford-Seymour Heritage Society featured 
guest speakers Ian McCulloch and Joe Bar
ton, members of the Canadian Antique Light
ing Association. This organization which is 
celebrating its 20th Anniversary has a total 
membership of 400: 200 Canadians, 150 
Americans and others. Joe and Ian attend 
antique lamp sales throughout Canada and 
the USA to add to their collections. Buying 
antique lamps requires knowledge and wari
ness, for sometimes dealers will sell a repli
ca of a lamp to an unsuspecting buyer.

Both Joe and Ian were in
fluenced to join the associa
tion by Don Frederick who 
was a founding member. 
Ian has collected for about 

eight years and 
Joe for slightly 
longer than that. 

Both agree that the 
only problem with 
this type of collection 
is finding space to dis
play them.

From the 1860s 
to the 1930s and 
1940s, lamps 

were patented to bum 
paraffin oil or kerosene 

(coal oil). By the 1900s, 
gas lighting was being in

troduced in urban ar
eas. Much of the glass 
used in lamp manu

facture was produced 
in the Ohio Valley at 
Pittsburgh, the glass 

capital of the world, or 
at Philadelphia or Bos

ton. Records of Canadian glass manufactur
ing are very skimpy and there are no strict
ly Canadian catalogues of lamps. Factories 
were located in Quebec, Burlington, Hamil
ton, home of the Ontario Lantern and Lamp 
Company, and in Odessa, as early as 1865. 
The company name was etched on the glass. 
Some of the lamps on display came from 
England and other European countries. Oth
ers were fairly common “bulls-eye” lamps,

so named because of the globular circles 
on the clear or coloured glass bowl. As ear
ly as 1898, blue milk glass and opal glass 
bases were produced. Some very beautiful 
lamps were overlaid with three layers of 
glass with designs cut into the top layer of 
dark coloured glass. Another special kind of 
lamp were those made of Canary or Vase
line glass which contains uranium oxide. 
These unique lamps produce a glowing co
lour when illuminated from behind.

Fairy lamps by Samuel Clarke of Eng
land (1880-1915) had a low, cut glass bowl, 
surmounted by a coloured diamond-pointed 
oval globe. Their name was derived from 
the fairy figure cut into the base. Other min
iature lamps had varied patterns and co
lours including butterscotch, red satin spi
der web, artichoke, guardian angel, Christ
mas tree or shag, nutmeg and many others.

Some very early colonial lamps 
(1650-1800) used a wool wick and whale 
oil or lard as fuel. For lighting their way on 
icy ponds, skater’s carried lanterns with a 
glass globe, metal top and base and a han
dle. These were smaller than a traditional 
lantern.

Burners for lamps often cost more than 
the lamp if they are truly antique. Wicks 
and wick trimmers were also needed acces
sories. There was even a chimney heater, a 
wire item that could be placed on top of the 
chimney for heating small items. Chimneys 
come in many styles but antique chimneys 
will have a fired lower rim with a frilled 
pattern on the top edge. Match holders of 
many kinds are also collector’s items.

Lamps are divided into categories: hand 
lamps have a handle on the bowl for carry
ing; pedestal lamps have a slender stem

and a flat base; com
posite lamps have a 
heavy metal or stone 
base, supporting an 
ornate pedestal of 
milk glass or carved 
metal, with a 
c o l o u r e d  
g l a s s  
b o w l  
s u r - 
mount
ing all; 
bracket 
l a mp s  
had a 
carved met
al holder 
which fastened 
to the wall and 
hanging lamps, 
which are still 
used today, 
many having 
been convert
ed to electric
ity.

Both Ian and 
Joe have an 
excellent ref
erence book 
collection to 
supplement 
their hobby.
The Society 
most fortunate 
host this exhibit throughout the summer 
months and then hear from the experts. 
Both men are very knowledgeable and ded
icated to this very interesting pastime.

Early plane built
Continued from page 2. 
aircraft industry as their plane was proudly 
put on display in Belleville City Hall. The 
plane which bears a remarkable resemblance 
to a bathtub with wings and wheels was 
made up of 3,000 parts and was powered 
by a four-cylinder engine. (Conjecture arose 
among audience members as to how the 
plane came to be installed in the upstairs 
room of city hall and the consensus was that 
it was likely taken up in pieces and then re
assembled.) The Intelligencer described the 
50-horsepower motor as one of the most 
powerful made and another newspaper re
ported that it was the first plane designed 
and built in Canada. Of the latter we can’t 
be certain but there’s little doubt that it was

in Belleville
the first plane constructed in Belleville and 
perhaps the only plane to ever have landed 
inside a city hall.

Bill went on describe the antics of Vernon 
Castle, world famous dancer, and his esca
pades as a flight instructor at Deseronto; he 
told of one adventurous chap who landed 
on the lawns behind Glanmore (when there 
were few buildings between the estate and 
the bay), had tea with the young lady of the 
house and made his departure from the lawn 
in his plane. He also described the adven
tures of one young aviator who went on to 
become the mayor of Belleville.

I hope Bill finishes this latest in his local 
histories soon and I’m sure it will be as de
lightful as his presentation was that evening.



Glanmore Volunteers Honoured
The staff at Glanmore 

National Historic Site 
already know how won
derful our volunteers are 
but every once in a while 
it is nice to remind others! 
The following volunteers 
received honours in 2002: 
At the museum’s volunteer 
picnic, in June 2002, 
Glanmore’s curator Rona 
Rustige honoured Janet 
Clare with a posthumous 
award for Lifetime Service 
and Support to the 
Museum. Janet was an 
active volunteer and sup
porter of Glanmore for 
many years and is dearly 
missed by staff and vol
unteers at the museum. 
Elaine Kemp was pre
sented with a Glanmore 
pin for completing more 
than 200 hours of vol
unteer service at the

museum. Elaine has been 
active in public program
ming, volunteer manual 
revisions, the book project 
and also is a member 
of the Friends of Glan
more Executive. Recipi
ents of the Ministry of 
Citizenship 2002 Volun
teer Service Awards from 
Glanmore National His
toric Site include Lois 
Wishart - 30 years, Mar
garet Wiggins - 30 years, 
Muriel Edwards - 15 
years, Winsome Lewis - 
10 years, Jackie Simpson
- 5 years, Sylvia French
- 5 years. These awards 
will be presented by the 
Ministry of Citizenship in 
Cobourg on November 6, 
2002. Congratulations and 
thank you to all Glan
more’s volunteers for your 
continued efforts!

LANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East,
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 

(613) 962-2329

Friends of Glanmore Book Project
Glanmore will be celebrating its 30th anni

versary as a museum in 2003. To celebrate 
this important anniversary the Friends of 
Glanmore will be publishing a book about 
Glanmore National Historic Site. The 
book will highlight the history of the site 
and the museum collections including 
historic photographs and more recent 
interior views. The book is being 
written by volunteers and staff and 
should be available in Glanmore’s 
gift shop in the summer of 2003.
If you would like more infor
mation about the book please 
contact Rona Rustige, curator at 
(613) 962-2329 or watch the 
Out-  * look for more

details of this 
exciting 

^project.
&

Holiday Craft Sale
Saturday, November 30,2002

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Just in time for the holiday season - don’t miss 
this holiday craft sale hosted by the Friends of 

Glanmore. A variety of local artisans selling their 
lovely handmade crafts and gifts will be featured. 
Admission is free with donation to the food bank. 

Glanmore is located at 
257 Bridge Street East, Belleville.

Call (613) 962-2329 for more details.
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