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A cordial invitation to you, your family, and friends to attend 
a CELEBRATION on FRIDAY evening, DECEMBER 6, to remember one of 
our most famous citizens . . . SUSANNA MOODIE.
V.'e will be celebrating the BIRTHDAY of Susanna, who was born on 
December 6 in 1803.
V/e will be remembering her death 100 years ago this year.
And we will be honouring the University of Toronto Press and 
tne three writers who have just published a 400-page book based 
on her letters. Most of these letters were written from Belleville 
and give a fascinating account of life nere in tne mid nineteenth 
century.
Our CELEBRATION will be held in tne auditorium of tne QUINIE 
LIVING- CENTRE at 370 Front Street, Belleville, and will begin 
promptly at 7:30 P.M. The evening’s one-hour programme includes:

. CARL BALLSTADT witn a look at "The Trials and Tribulations 
of a County Sheriff - Dunbar Moodie”

. ELIZABETH HOPKINS witn "First Families of Belleville as tney 
interacted with the Moodies"

. MICHAEL PETERMAN with "Susanna, George Benjamin, and the 
Intelligencer"

. a special birtnday cake and coffee 

. a draw for a copy of the new book, courtesy of the 
University of Toronto Press [retail price is 129.95]

____ . and other features_____________________________________ ____
V/e are delighted that the three authors expect to be present and 
have agreed to autograph copies of the new book. CARL BALLSTADT 
is witn tne Department of English at McMaster University.
ELIZABETH HOPKINS is with tne Department of English at Glendon 
College, York University. And MICHAEL PETERMAN (whose earlier 
Belleville talks on Susanna nave been well received) is with the 
Department of English Literature at Trent University.
Please note that the meeting begins at 7:30 P.M. and the social 
naif-hour follows the meeting, a change from the usual format.
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A brief extract from one of the letters follows:
So here we are -  living in a little cottage with just room enough to hold us, but 

beautifully situated on the edge of our lovely bay, with a fine common in front 
covered with noble trees through which we see the spires of Belleville about a mile 
distant, and for which we pay a rent of 12 pounds per annum... I have no garden -  
and I dearly love flowers and tending them, but I have learned like dear St. Paul 
to be content with little or to abound.

... I have 19 living grand children and 5 in heaven. Oh you would never recognize 
the Susy Strickland of old, in the stout, careworn matron, but my heart is still 
young.

In Lnese words Susanna gave an old friend in England a picture 
of ner situation in December, 1668. Otner letters give further 
insignts into Susanna and Belleville society.

2. Prior to our celebration on the 6th we expect the three authors 
to be autographing copies and meeting the public in W & R Greenley 
(bookstore). Copies will also be available for purchase at our 
celebration.

3. Victorian Christmas at the HASTINGS COUNTY MUSEUM promises to 
be a busy and rewarding time. Events include:

. Sat. Nov. 30 Victorian Decorations Workshop,from 11 A.M.
to 3 P.M. (free admission)

Mon. Dec. 2 Eastern Ontario Concert Orchestra String 
Ensemble in evening (free admission) 

lues. Dec. 3 "The First Winter", an NFB film in evening 
Wed. Dec. 4 The Magic of Steve Dafoe in evening 
Thurs.Dec. 5 St. Thomas Church Choir in evening 
Sun. Dec.22 Yuletide at Home and draw for painting by 

Philippa Faulkner, from 2 P.M. to 4 P.M. 
For further details on events and times call 962-2329.

4. Our November 19th meeting to honour local writers was a real 
success. Seventy members and friends were on hand to honour 
ANDREW MCDONALD, PAT HARTMANN, BEVERLY-JO MANN, DOROTHY ASHTON, 
STEVE GENEJA, and JEAN TOWNSON and send congratulations to
Dr. DON BREARLEY and BETSY BOYCE. Betsy's new' cartoon history 
of'Mackenzie Bowell's Government and the Manitoba Schools" was 
unveiled. Watch the Intell and the next 0UTL#fK for further 
information relating to our local writers.

5. Winner of the draw at the November meeting for correctly 
identifying tne Victorian puzzle "Never condemn what you do not 
understand" was BILL HAMBLEN. Correct answers also were received 
from LENA DEARBORN, JANICE DUTTON, JOYCE KELLER, MIKI RUSE, 
MILDRED McKENZIE, SALLY MOSSMAN, and MABEL W'NIGHTMAN. Watch
for another puzzle in the next OUTLfJK.

6. Thanks to several people for additional materials for our 
arcnives. DOROTHY SARGENT has supplied typed copies of the 
complete letters of William Hutton, excerpts of which appeared 
in "Hutton of Hastings". BILL M0RET0N provided an interesting 
letter relating to Griffin's Opera Houses in 1921.

7. Be sure to reserve Tuesday evening, January 21, 1986 for our 
Annual Dinner and Meeting. The December 25 OUTLtfK features 
details and a reservation slip to be returned.

8. Hope to see you at 
7:30 on December 6 
when the MOODIE 
CELEBRATION will be 
brougilt to you by 
the good people at 
the one and only 
HASTINGS COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.0. Box 1418 
Belleville, Ontario


