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Insults and Invective 
How Our Banquet Speaker Sees  

Parliament Hill 
By Orland French 

 
The day Robert Lewis reported for work in the Par-
liamentary Press Gallery, Canada flew its new flag 
for the first time. Not many other parliamentary cor-
respondents can claim such an honour.  

Lewis’s arrival in the press gallery on Feb. 15, 1965, 
on the day Canada raised its new maple leaf flag was 
simply a coincidence. It was a moment of hope and 
glory for the nation and for the fresh-faced 22-year-
old reporter. Little did he know that he would spend 
a professional lifetime chasing stories of scamps and 
scoundrels and skulduggery on Parliament Hill.  

“What I witnessed,” he 
writes in his dynamic reve-
lation Power, Prime Minis-
ters and the Press, “gave 
new meaning to the words 
pettiness, selfishness and 
intolerance. For me, it was 
a rude awakening. From 
one day to the next, crisis 
gave way to chaos. Person-
al name-calling and allega-
tions of scandal reverberat-
ed through the halls.” 

Robert Lewis will reflect 
on his experiences as a parliamentary reporter, as 
guest speaker for the Historical Society’s annual ban-
quet on Nov. 2. His address follows on the heels of 
our federal election. 

The press gallery, of which I was a member in the 
1960s, had been a pretty cozy place for 90 years. Re-
porters and their employers carried positive stories 
about their political friends and lambasted the others. 
John Dafoe and John Willison, respectively legend-
ary editors for the Free Press in Winnipeg and The 
Globe in Toronto, openly campaigned for their fa-
vourites, Laurier and Borden. In the early 1960s, Pe-
ter Dempson of the Toronto Telegram, a Conserva-
tive paper, inflated the crowd figures for Tory leader 
John Diefenbaker during the election and cast Liberal 
leader Lester Pearson in a bad light.  

With the advent of television, reporters became more 
aggressive and more independent, bringing political 
scuffles right into our living rooms. The new journal-
ism schools of the 1960s brought increased “rigour” 
to the coverage of government, says Lewis. Then 
came Watergate “and everyone wanted to be an in-
vestigative journalist.” 

Did that new attitude improve the press gallery and 
its coverage of the nation’s political affairs? One Robert Lewis, Banquet Speaker  
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would hope so, although reporters will always have 
their favourites. But any sense of serious journalism 
is often lost among the clamour of the electronic 
press—and that includes wordsmiths. Here’s how 
Lewis describes a post–Question Period scrum in the 
corridors of power: 

“Insults and invective fly through the air, producing a 
corridor parody of Question Period. Parties slag each 
other across our TV sets, the participants all talking 
at once. Truth is muted. Bombast rules. A presiden-
tial-style of government has reduced Cabinet minis-
ters to nobodies on Parliament Hill.” 

He hoped that after a change of government civility 
might return, but it hasn’t. And another new disrup-
tive force has crept in from the United States: charges 
of “fake news” from a paranoid president who de-
nounces every press report he doesn’t like as “fake 
news.”  And that’s most of them. 

With the Canadian election over just days before the 
banquet, Lewis will reflect on the radically different 
role of the media today—and the impact on the Octo-
ber vote. He will explore the issues that swung the 

race, the new alignment in Parliament and how pow-
er will shift. His 2018 book, Power, Prime Ministers 
and the Press, by Dundurn Press, traces the lives of 
the men and women who covered our 23 prime min-
isters, from Sir John A. Macdonald to Justin Tru-
deau. How will it go for #24? What are the issues 
facing the new PM? How much control will Parlia-
ment wield? How will the new PM deal with Donald 
Trump? 

Most important of all, does the press gallery still mat-
ter? Now, more than ever, says Lewis. 
 
 
Robert Lewis spent more than a decade as a Parlia-
mentary correspondent, eight years as bureau chief 
for Maclean’s. Later, near the end of a 44-year jour-
nalism career, he was Editor-in-Chief of Maclean’s 
and vice-president of content for Rogers Media in 
Toronto. He and his wife Sally live in Toronto and 
this summer were delighted to host their two sons, 
their wives and four grandchildren during their return 
to Canada on vacation from Shanghai and London. 
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Banquet Details 
 
 

Location:   Ramada Hotel (formerly Travelodge) 
                 11 Bay Bridge Road, Belleville 

 

Date: November 2,  2019 
 

Time: Social Hour 6pm  Dinner  7pm 
 

Dinner: Full three-course dinner with choice of  
                Roasted AAA Striploin of Angus Beef or 

        White wine seared Atlantic Salmon 
 

Tickets: $65.00 
 

Tickets Available:  Community Archives, 2nd Floor Library Building 
                    Mary Lynne Morgan Tel. 613-961-7091 

            Richard Hughes Tel. 613-961-7772 



 

The next time you are walking along the west side of 
Front Street, stop in at No. 300, Boretski Gallery, and 
thank Marina and Tom for saving downtown 
Belleville’s heritage. Did you know that on October 
1, 1996, The Intelligencer reported that the city coun-
cil had voted to demolish this building and had put an 
ad in The Intelligencer for tenders to tear it down? 
This was all accomplished without a word to Herit-
age Belleville, a committee of city council. The Intel-
ligencer reported: “It’s a 150-year-old landmark to 
some and a portal to parking lots for others. One 
thing is now nearly certain, a historical building in 
downtown Belleville’s core is to be demolished with 
the blessing of city council and the city’s downtown 
business association” to extend Victoria Avenue to 
the parking lot behind the stores.  
 
The following day I prepared and delivered my re-
search to City Clerk Bill Moreton to pass copies to 
the appropriate departments and to members of the 
city council: “The Filliter Building is in the centre of 
our best range of buildings in the streetscape. The 
buildings on either side of the Filliter Building were 
built using the Filliter’s north and south walls as their 
party walls. The building using the Filliter’s north 
wall has been gutted by fire twice in the decade be-
fore 1900 and rebuilt in the original walls. It must be 
fragile. Imagine the cost of shoring up those build-
ings.” 

The Community Press reported on October 5, 1996: 
“Council brushes aside objections to demolition. De-
spite a strong plea” by Heather Reilly of “Heritage 
Belleville, city council has voted to demolish a his-
toric building in the downtown core” at 298-300. One 
councillor said there was simply no interest in bring-
ing the building back into use, and the mayor agreed. 
So many Heritage organizations and citizens of 
Belleville and area complained: “We’re looking at a 
situation where Belleville’s city centre is going to be 
gap-toothed again”; “wrong-headed”; “urban renewal 
means one thing in Belleville – fewer buildings and 
more parking”; “Welcome to Belleville – Parking Lot 
Capital of Ontario.” Nothing more was said or done 
by council at the time.  
 
This building was originally called the Albert Build-
ing, named for Erastus Holden’s son born in 1844. In 
June 1841, Erastus Holden, manager of the Bank of 
Upper Canada, had bought the land with 40 ft front-
age on the west side of Front Street and opposite Ho-
tel Street (now Victoria Avenue). His building must 
have been well under way by the time John Haslett 
surveyed for his 1845 Plan of the Town of Belleville. 
The outline of the building is definitely on this map 
and “the new brick building recently erected by 
Erastus Holden” is mentioned in newspaper ads. Two 
years later Holden sold to James Whiteford, the right 
to use the north wall to build the Whiteford block of 

Boretski Gallery, Filliter Building     By Lois Foster 

Drawing of the interior and exterior of L. W. Yeomans & Co. drug store on the west side of Front Street in Belleville, Ontar-
io opposite Hotel Street [later Victoria Avenue]: a detail from Belden's 1878 Historical Atlas of Hastings and Prince Edward 
Counties.                                                                                                                                                                       CABHC HC00872 

3 



 4 

buildings. In 1861 Nathan Jones used the south wall 
of the Holden building for his impressive block. 
 
By 1865 the Albert Building was filled with tenants. 
Erastus’s brother Rufus Holden had his Drug Store in 
the section now occupied by the Boretski Gallery. 
The upper portion was occupied by the Masonic 
Lodge. At 9.30 on Saturday night, December 16, a 
young man employed in the Drug Store, according to 
custom, went into the cellar carrying a lantern. He 
found a leak in a barrel of japan, and, having set his 
lantern down, proceeded to upend it to prevent the 
leak. The gas coming from the japan came in contact 
with the blaze of the lantern, and in a moment the 
whole floor, as well as the barrel, was in a sheet of 
flame. The young man, with his clothes ablaze, es-
caped through a side door. The wind was blowing 
from the southwest and the fire continued to spread 
north and west. The Hastings Chronicle for Decem-
ber 20, 1865, headline shows the feelings of disgust 
felt by the reporter: “Destructive Fire – Four busi-
nesses burned – Inefficiency of Fire Apparatus – Po-
lice Force Insufficient – Loss of Property – Systemat-
ic Pilfering – Disgraceful Conduct of the Crowd!” He 
compiled a very long and detailed description that is 
worth reading about fires 150 years ago. 
 
Erastus had his building restored in the original shell 
and with new tenants. His brother Rufus had kept his 
drug business at the southeast corner of Front and 
Victoria. The Masonic Lodge went back to their old 
Hall on John Street. Erastus died in 1876 leaving the 
Albert Building to daughter Ida who had married 
Henry E. Filliter, insurance agent. After Ida died in 
1886, her husband changed the name Albert Building 
to the Filliter Building. 
 
Now, from early history of the building to May 23, 
2001, The Intelligencer: “Fight over Filliter building 
is heating up again. … Five years ago, after a skir-
mish with the Belleville Heritage  and the Quinte 
Branch of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario,” 
council of the time backed down on a bid to raze the 
structure. David Bentley, president of the Quinte 
Branch of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario 
said that completely wrecking the building would 
weaken the two buildings which depend on the walls 
of the Filliter for support. Dan Atkinson, president of 
the Belleville and District Chamber of Commerce, 
said the city should put the structure on the selling 
block at a cheap price with a guarantee by the pur-
chaser to renovate and preserve the building. The city 
took his advice and declared the city-owned building 
surplus in June and invited offers with extended 

deadline to October 10. 
 
At the eleventh hour a developer offered $30,000 to 
purchase and was approved. Thomas Boretski, of Bo-
retski Enterprises, Belleville, assumed ownership on 
January 18, 2002. In an interview with the press, Bo-
retski said he was excited at the prospect of restoring 
the dignity of the building. “All of the original walls 
are still intact, as are the pressed tin ornate ceilings 
and maple hardwood floors.” 

Moving ahead to July, 2005 and the Community 
Press interview at the opening of the Boretski Gal-
lery which now houses an antique, collectibles and 
art store, Tom and his wife, Marina, said they were 
happy to save the building and restore it to its origi-
nal condition. “I wanted to save this building. The 
Intelligencer wrote its 31st piece saying if a good Sa-
maritan didn’t save the building it would be de-
stroyed, so I decided to save it.” The Boretskis have a 
history of saving and refurbishing old buildings – a 
stone building on the Moira River, a Victorian home 
on Bridge Street and their Point Ann home. Marina’s 
art is for purchase in their store. She has been an art-
ist for over twenty years and has developed her own 
style, mainly in watercolour. Tom has his Roofing 
Business in the back portion of the building facing 
the river. 
 
Sadly, today you won’t see the fantastic and beauti-
fully designed and restored pressed tin ceiling over-
head that had been there since 1865. After restoring it 
to perfection, buffing it to a look of pewter that 
turned to blending shades of grays and blues and 
mauves, it had to be removed. The Fire Code rules do 
not allow that type of ceiling where apartments will 
be in the floors above. You will see a store filled with 
a tastefully displayed array of clothing and jewelry.  

300 Front Street is centre building.        Photo by Amanda Hill  



 

Archives Assistant 
@CABHC 

By  Maggie Doidge 
 

On April 24th, 2019, I received a call for an interview, 
and a week later I had the job. Although unbe-
knownst to me, this is just how fast the entire summer 
would go.  

I started my first day off as Archives Assistant locked 
in the stairwell of the Belleville Public Library. A 
kind soul soon let me out. After a tour and some 
basic instructions, I jumped into my first project: the 
Hastings County Historical Society’s photograph col-
lection. Within a couple of weeks I had finished dig-
itizing and uploading the collection to Flickr. This 
accomplishment sounds vastly impressive, even 
though I had merely finished off the last few hundred 
photographs. I had truly my predecessors to thank in 
this case. I then moved on to assisting Archivist 
Amanda Hill with her AAO conference. Little did I 
know, this was the first excursion (or field trips as we 
called them) of many. Then, within a few weeks I 
was tasked with creating exhibits for the display case 
located at the Archives. My inner crafter appeared 
and was especially delighted. 
 
Despite all these seemingly plentiful tasks, I had one 
large job: to digitize, catalogue and upload the Has-
tings County Historical Society’s map collection. I 

remember the first map I digitized—with Amanda’s 
help—a 1920s map of the Trent Canal. I naively 
completed just a few maps that day, and soon real-
ized that I had approximately 2000 more to go. How-
ever, this realization didn’t provide an ounce of dis-
couragement. I was more determined than ever. This 
endeavor taught me the true meaning of persever-
ance. Here I am three months later, with only a few 
more maps left, but with an indescribable wealth of 
historical knowledge. I was particularly intrigued 
with the maps of my home township of Tyendinaga, 
and also those of the alleged ghost towns. In addition 
to Hastings geography, I developed a special concern 
for surveyors, while recording their authority records 
on Discover. From Publius Virgillius Elmore, P.L.S. 
& D.L.S., to father and son Ransom, I have grown to 
love them all. I believe the actual importance of sur-
veyors is often overlooked, as they are truly preserv-
ers of history, specifically land at that. 
 
Aside from my digitization projects, I happily volun-
told myself to the Museum of Healthcare at the 
Belleville General Hospital. Throughout the summer 
I worked with two BGH retired nurses to archive 
their collection, which includes everything from his-
torical CAT scan machines to nursing certificates and 
caps. They are still working through the details, but 
hopefully a museum with rotating exhibits will ap-
pear at BGH over the next couple of years. Stay 
tuned! 
 
Even though I worked independently most of the 
time, I definitely appreciated my interactions with the 
CABHC volunteers and also Archivist Amanda Hill. 
I am eternally grateful to have had the opportunity to 
work with Amanda. Inside the archives, she is a vast-
ly intelligent and knowledgeable archivist, with a 
consistently progressive and modern side. Alongside 
all of these fantastic qualities, Amanda remains a 
very personable, yet globally minded and caring indi-
vidual. I might just have to plant a garden at my new 
house! 
 
After a whirlwind summer, I now return to the world 
of Queen’s. Despite being submerged in organic 
chemistry, microbiology, biochemistry etc. (and 
some European history of course), I will never forget 
the knowledge and experience I have gained as Ar-
chives Assistant at CABHC. I am excited to see how 
my historical and medical interests will pan out or 
even combine! Who knows? Maybe I will end up as 
a Doctor of Local History?   
 

Maggie standing by the map cabinet.   Photo by Amanda Hill 
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Belleville’s Billiards  
Scene—1950s Style 

Part 1 
By Richard Hughes  

You may recall the 1957 Broadway hit play, The Mu-
sic Man, in which Professor Harold Hill tells the resi-
dents of River City that “Ya Got Trouble.”  He warns 
them that the game of billiards is the first big step on 
the road to degradation. He shouts, “Ya got trouble, 
folks! Right here in River City. Trouble with a capi-
tal “T.” And that rhymes with “P” and that stands for 
pool!” 

Notwithstanding Professor Hill, it was at that very 
time, during the 1950s and 1960s when the social life 
of many young Belleville men in their upper teens 
and twenties was centred on the dance halls and the 
pool halls. As for the latter, there were no less than 
six gathering places, usually referred to as billiard 
parlours or pool rooms to serve the specific needs of 
the sharp-eyed shooters. While many parents would 
have agreed with the music man, we teens held a 
very different view of these fine institutions.  

Before smart phones and i-pads firmly tied young 
folks to the keyboards and screens, their hands and 
eyes were firmly focussed on cue balls and corner 
pockets. The various pool rooms were social gather-
ing places often informally serving different seg-
ments of Belleville’s younger population. Just as the 
British pubs are referred to as the “locals,” so also 
Belleville’s pool rooms had their faithful followers.  

Some were regional, serving specific areas of the 
city. Jack Sheridan’s pool room at Station Street and 
Bleecker Avenue, across from the CN Station, was 
the drop-in centre for that area. Mr. Sheridan operat-
ed this pool room for sixteen years after serving in 
the RCAF during the Second World War and later 

with CN Railways. Personally, it was also my gather-
ing spot with friends before heading down the street 
to the Saturday night dances at Club Canara. As 
teens, we felt “pretty cool” gathering for a few games 
after our day’s work at the grocery store and then 
sauntering over to meet our girlfriends.  

Another neighbourhood assembly point was Wayne 
Francis’s billiard room at Dundas and Church Streets. 
A smaller facility, but catering to the locals who 
would fortify their pool game with drinks, smokes 
and snacks.  

The extremely busy Downtown of the ’50s and ’60s 
was the home to four large and busy dens of pool 
sharpies. Many students from B.C.I. descended the 
hill after classes and considered the billiard parlour of 
William Lafferty at 44 Bridge Street East to be their 
“local.”   

A short walk from Lafferty’s around the corner to 
227 Front Street brought the players to Sam Pappas’s 
billiards emporium. He operated this facility in con-
junction with his cousin Tom Pappas, who also 
owned the Recreation Bowling Alleys on Bridge 
Street. Pappas Billiards, right beside the Nut House 
where the fabulous smells of roasting nuts wafted 
across the sidewalk, was very close to another of 
Sam’s ventures, the Vanity Fair Dance Hall. Between 
the two, the key interests and needs of the young men 
of the community were well served.  

Just over a block along Front Street, the largest of the 
pool rooms stood on the corner of Front Street and 
Victoria Avenue: the National, owned by James An-
nis and George Poulos. Both of these gentlemen were 
born in Greece as were Sam and Tom Pappas and 
James Yeotes. At the National, two long rows of bil-

A view of Front Street, Belleville, Ontario, looking south to-
wards City Hall. Pappas Billiards (at 227 Front Street) is 
visible on the left.                                                          HC08307 

Sheridan Building at Bleecker and Station Streets approxi-
mately 1946.                     Source: Remember When 6 Dec 1992  
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liard tables were separated in part by a wall, with the 
front of the room taken up by the equally busy 
drinks, snacks and smokes section. Among its many 
clients, this facility served the gang descending the 
hill from St. Michael’s and was a very pleasant, 
peaceful and fairly quiet location to spend some 
sporting time with friends. This was my own “local” 
where both school friends and weekend work mates 
from the Dominion Store just up the street could 
sharpen their dexterity by holding a pool cue, coke 
and a smoke at the same time. The pool rooms were 
also where many young teens learned the other side 
of the English language, not taught at school or toler-
ated at home. Mr. Annis and Mr. Poulos retired in 
1969. 

While these five billiard parlours provided excellent 
venues for the enjoyment of a great game and good 
social times for so many Bellevillians, the sixth es-
tablishment went so much further, . . .  but for that 
story, you will have to wait until next month and the 
amazing tale of Mr. James Yeotes and the Uptown 
Billiards.  

Hastings County Historical Society 

Public Presentations – Fall 2019 

September 17, 2019 

A Tour of the Historical Brass Plaques of Has-
tings County:  Discover the trail of historical brass 
plaques across Hastings County that commemorate 
our long and colourful history. Author and journal-
ist Orland French will bring the amazing stories be-
hind these plaques and introduce the new website 
for historical plaques allowing people to discover 
these brass gems of history.  

October 15, 2019 

The Great Lumber Barons of Trenton featuring 
the film Lumber Barons, the Gilmour Years. His-
torian and film producer Sean Scally brings this 
powerful new film and vibrant presentation on the 
days when lumber was king in Trenton – how the 
Trent River and the Gilmour Family fueled the for-
tunes of a few and carved out an existence for 
many.  

November 19, 2019 

The Colourful and Amazing History of Deser-
onto: In the late 1800s the village of Deseronto was 
a thriving commercial hub with major business ac-
tivity, busy railroads and some colourful personali-
ties. Researcher Bobby-Jo Morris will reveal how 
Deseronto contributed to the economic develop-
ment of the area. 
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