
People of Hastings County in the Great War 1914 -1918

Private Albert Arthur Ford
Albert Arthur Ford was born on March 31, 1898 in 
Hastings County. He joined the 155th Battalion at 
Stirling, Ontario in March 1916. He was five feet 
eight and a half inches tall and had brown hair 
and eyes.
To the question on his Attestation Paper, “Do you 
understand the nature and terms of your 
engagement?” he wrote “Yes.” While he may 
have understood the terms of his engagement, we 
can only wonder if he, like thousand of others, 
truly understood the nature of the enterprise on 
which he was about to embark.

ATTESTATION PAPER.
NoZS’^

— Folio.
CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.
(ANSWERS.)

1. What is your surname?.....................................
la. What are your Christian names'?......................
lb. What is your present address?.........................
2. In what Town, Township or Pariah, and in

what Country were you born?.........................
3. What is the name of your next>of kin ?...........
4. What is the address of your uext-of-kin ?.......
4a. What is the relationship of your next-of-kin ?.
6. What is the date of your birth ?.......................
6. What is your Trade or Calling?.......................
7. Are you married ?.............................................
8. Are you willing to bo vaccinated or re

vaccinated and inoculated ?.........................
9. Do you now belong to the Active Militia?......

10. Havo you ever served in any Military Force ?..
If no. Ktate particulars of former Service.

11. Do you understand the nature aud terms of
your engagement?...............................................

12. Are you willing to be attested to serve in the | 
Canadian Over-Scab Expeditionary Force? j

DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

by mo now made, and I hereby engage and agree to serve in the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary 
Force, and to be attached to any arm of the service therein, for the term of one year, or during t he war now 
existing between Great Britain and Germany should that war List longer than one year, and for six months 
after the termination of that war provided His Majesty should so long require my services, or until legally 
discharged.

Date.

OATH TO BE TAKE MAN ON ATTESTATION.

ignature of Recruit)

ture of Witness)

............ . do make Oath, that I will be faithful and 
bear true’ AHegiance to Hi* Majesty king George the Fifth, His Heirs and Succcesors. and that I will as 
in duty bound honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, Hia Heirs and Successors, in Person, Crown and 
Dignity, against all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of Hia Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, 
and of all the Generals and Officers set over me. So Jjelp od.

Dai 191 4.

(Signature of Recruit}

(Signature of Witness)

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE.
The Recruit above-named was cautioned by me that if be made any false answer to any of the above 

questions he would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act.
The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence.
I have taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each question has been 

duly entered as replied to, and the said Recruit has made and signed the declaration and^uken the oath 

before me, .......... this...... ....day .......... 191^.

4.ZC..(Signature of Justice)

M. F. W. 2S. 
200 M.—11-15. 

H. Q. im 3»U1.

Shown left is the front page of Albert Ford’s 
Canadian Expeditionary Force Attestation 
Paper. The birth date he gives contradicts 
the birth date shown on his birth certificate.
It was not uncommon for recruits to lie
about their age in order to avoid being 
turned down by the recruiting officer.

Albert Ford sailed for England aboard “S.S. Northland” on October 18, 1916. On 
arrival he was sent to Bramshott Military Camp in the Aidershot Command southwest 
of London. Two months later he was posted to the 21st Battalion and sent to France.
On the night of April 1st / 2nd, 1918, the Battalion suffered an artillery attack and 
Albert Ford was one of six men killed. Four of the six men could not be identified and 
were buried in graves marked “Unidentified Soldier”. They are commemorated on 
the Vimy Ridge Memorial, Vimy, France.

Image of Albert Ford from the 21st Battalion CEF web site, Attestation Paper from Library and Archives Canada.
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Major Robert Newell Broad

Robert Newell Broad

Major Robert Newell Broad fought in 
WWI battles at Armentiers, Second Battle 
of Ypres, Festubert, Givenchy and 
Sanctuary Wood. He was wounded at the 
Somme. He served again at Sensee 
Canal, Canal du Nord and was again 
wounded, this time at Cambrai.
Major Broad was decorated with the 
Military Cross by King George V and with 
the Military Medal by H.R.H. Prince of 
Wales. He received the Mons Star for his 
service in France in 1915.
Born in Madoc Township on September 
21, 1887 Robert Broad was the second 
son of James and Margaret Broad who 
farmed in Hastings County. He was living 
with his parents when war was declared.

He enlisted at Valcartier, Quebec at age 
27 in September 1914. He joined the 
Canadian Infantry, 2nd Battalion.
Major Broad survived the horrors of 
World War 1 to return to Hastings 
County where he resumed farming. At 
the outbreak of World War 2 he enlisted 
again as a training officer with the 
Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment. 
Robert Broad married Ida Victoria Jarvis 
at a military wedding in Madoc in 1923. 
It is reported that he kept his little fox 
coloured buggy horse “Topsy” until 
1927.
When Robert Broad died in 1964 the 
following death notice appeared in the 
North Hastings Review. “One of the 
district’s most distinguished veterans is 
dead. Major Robert Newell Broad, M.C., 
M.M., commissioned and decorated on 
the field after he joined as a private in 
World War I, died suddenly in Belleville 
General Hospital on Wednesday 
morning, July 15. He was in his 77th 
year. A life-long resident of Madoc 
Township, he was a well-known popular 
figure in the area.”

Allied offence at Battle of the Somme
The photograph of Major Broad and information 
for this biography was provided by Anne Rector 
and Kelly Reid of Belleville, with assistance 
from Wendy Stevens. Kelly Reid is a cousin of 
Robert Broad.
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Private George Garns Winter

George Garns Winter

When George Garns Winter enlisted with 
the 57th Overseas Battalion on February 
1, 1916 at the age of 42 it may have been 
the pay and separation allowance 
uppermost in his mind. He had a wife, 
seven children and a widowed mother to 
support, and farming on his homestead in 
Chandos Township, Hastings County, 
provided a meagre existence. In July he 
sailed for England aboard S.S. Empress 
of Britain and arrived six months later at 
Bully-Grenay, France to join the 21st 
Battalion.
Winter survived the ensuing battles of 
Vimy Ridge, Hill 70 and Passchendaele. 
Then, on May 15, 1918, while returning 
with the 21st to brigade reserve, the 
battalion transport lines were hit with

German artillery. The 21st Battalion War 
Diary records that “...1 O.R. (other rank) 
was wounded, 2 horses were killed and 2 
wounded. Those killed were two of our 
best animals...” It is thought that the O.R. 
was George Winters The following day, 
now age 44, Winter died of his wounds at 
No. 3 Canadian Stationary Hospital. 
Today he lies buried at Doullens 
Communal Cemetary, Extension 2, 
twenty miles southwest of Arras.

George Winter, front right, is seen in this photo 
with some of his fellow soldiers.

The two photographs and the information on George Winter 
contained herein are excerpted from the book by Colonel 
Donald Vance, “Remembering the Men of North Hastings 
Killed in the Great War.” The book is 171 pages and is 
produced by Walbridge House Publishing.

x^gspo,
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Nursing Sister Harriet Olive Stacey

Harriet Stacey of Belleville (right) is shown 
here with two other nursing sisters at No. 1 
Canadian General Hospital in October 
1915. On applying for service she received 
the following letter dated March 31 of that 
year.

Dear Miss Stacey
l/l/e are selecting a number of nurses for 
Overseas service in Queen’s Stationary 
Hospital, No. 5. If you are desirous of going 
I would suggest that you come to Kingston 
this or early next week for a personal 
interview. It will be necessary to do this at 
your own expense.
Yours etc.,
Dr. Frederick Etherington

Stacey was accepted into the service in 
April 1915 at the age of twenty-seven and 
granted an allowance of $100 payable at 
Quebec to cover the cost of such items as 
stockings, hat, coat, uniform, military 
sweater and umbrella. In addition she 
would have been issued twelve aprons 
with square bibs, crossed straps and two 

square pockets. No white underskirts 
were permitted.
Stacey went overseas with the First 
Canadian Contingent of one thousand 
officers, two thousand men and three 
hundred nurses. She worked just 
behind the front lines as supervisor of 
two operating rooms at an Allied 
dressing station in Belgium. Her pay 
rate was $2.00 per day plus an 
additional field allowance of 60 cents 
per day. By comparison, a Private was 
paid $1.00 per day plus a daily field 
allowance of 10 cents.

In this photograph Stacey (left, looking 
at camera) is on duty at a field hospital, 
possibly in Belgium.
Stacey was back in Canada on leave in 
1918 when the armistice was signed. 
The deadly Spanish influenza was 
raging at that time so she was given 
charge of a temporary hospital that was 
established in the old library building on 
the east side of the river in Trenton, 
Ontario.
Harriet Olive Stacey was very proud of 
the fact that four or her grandnieces 
followed in her footsteps and graduated 
from the Belleville School of Nursing.

Photographs and information from the Belleville 
General Hospital archives.

The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County 
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People of Hastings County in the Great War 1914 -1918

Private Albert McTaggart

In the above photograph Albert McTaggart (arrow) is shown 
with fellow recruits at the Belleville recruiting office in 1917. He 
trained in Tweed at the Old Township Hall next to the jail. In 
VWV1 a Private’s pay was $1.10 per day.

Born in a log house near 
Thomasburg in Hastings 
County, Ontario on March 
17, 1900, Albert McTaggart 
was one of eight children 
of Hiram McTaggart and 
Elizabeth Jane Farrell. In a 
bid to escape the confines 
of life at home he enlisted 
at age seventeen with the 
21st Battalion in Belleville 
in January 1917. “I was 
young and didn’t like to 
take orders at home,” he 
said, “but I jumped from 
the frying pan into the fire 
when I joined the army.” 
His uniform was sent to 
him by mail, and in May 
1917 he sailed for England 
aboard the “Olympic,” 
sister ship of the “Titanic.” 
By August he was in 
France.

Albert McTaggart fought at 
Passchendaele. The action 
saw 16,000 Canadian 
casualties. Men on either 
side of him were killed and 
he himself was, for a brief 
period, listed KIA until the 
officer in charge saw him 
walking along the trench. 
He was later severely 
wounded in the foot and 
managed to hobble to the 
shelter of a bunker, which 
he found out afterward was 
a storage depot for 
German ammunition and 
dynamite. While 
convalescing at a hospital 
in England for eight 
months (his injuries would 
prevent him engaging in 
further action), Queen 
Mary came to visit the 

wounded, and seeing that 
he was a young Canadian 
soldier asked him how long 
he had been serving. He 
told her he had joined at 
sixteen and she shook his 
hand, saying he deserved a 
medal.

Albert McTaggart in later life

The HCHS wishes to express it 
thanks to Martin Verneer and Evan 
Morton at the Tweed Heritage 
Centre for providing the 
information on Albert McTaggart

The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County 
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Nursing Sister Celestina Geen

Celestina Geen (left) was born in 
Belleville in 1879. A graduate of Royal 
Victoria Hospital School, she enlisted in 
the Canadian Army Medical corps in 
September 1914 and sailed for England 

the following month with the 1st 
Canadian Contingent in thirty transports 
under the protection of British cruisers. 
Her initial assignment was at St.

Thomas Hospital in London. In March 
1915 she was ordered to Le Touguet, 
France to the No. 2 Canadian Stationary 
Hospital. In 1916 she moved to No. 3 
Canadian Hospital, Boulogne, and then 
to the Hospital Ship “Ventnor.”
In the spring of 1917 she was at the 
Canadian Hospital in Orpington, England 
and left from there on transport duty to 
accompany wounded Canadian soldiers 
returning home. She sailed back to 
England for further duties in July. Later 
that year she made a similar round trip. 
Celestina’s brothers Percival and Ernest 
Geen both served as officers in the war 
and all three survived their experiences. 
Percival became president of Geen 
Drugs Ltd. Of Belleville.
Celestina’s war pension, which she 
began receiving in 1929, was $11.25 per 
month.

The photograph (left) 
is of the Recreational 
Hall and Canteen at 
the Canadian built 
hospital in Orpington 
England. It was from 
this hospital that 
Celestina Geen 
returned to Canada 
with wounded 
soldiers.
Top photo provided by 
John Geen. Hospital 
photo is from the 
Belleville General 
Hospital archives.

The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County Community Archives
* " of Believtile and Hastings County
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Private David Green

The medal shown with the photo 
above is inscribed “David Green, He

In a letter to his sister dated February 
14, 1917 Private David Green wrote 
that “France is a very muddy country, at 
least what I’ve seen of it.” On the battle 
grounds of the Western Front the 
terrain was so churned up by hundreds 
of thousands of artillery shells and land 
mines that you could sink out of sight in 
the mud
Born in Deseronto on August 10, 1892 
David Green enlisted with the 157th 
Battalion in February 1916. He stood 5’ 
8” tall, weighed 165 pounds and had a 
slight vision defect “but not enough to 
cause rejection.” His attestation papers 
show his occupation as a labourer in 
Midland, Ontario and it may be that he 
was employed at the town’s shipyards. 
By November 1916 he was in France.

It is recorded that David Green died at No. 3 
Casualty Clearing Station of wounds 
received in action, but there was confusion 
as to the date. Initially, the date of his death 
was listed as April 10,1917. That was the 
second day of the battle for Vimy Ridge. On 
April 25 a stop payment order was issued 
for Cheque Number 8270, cancelling his 
$1.00 per day wage. It wasn’t until July that 
his family received notice from the 
Department of Militia and Defence, Ottawa 
that David Green had in fact died on May 1, 
1917. It may be that he died on this date 
from wounds received on April 10th at Vimy 
Ridge.
Private David Green is buried at Lapugnoy 
Military Cemetery, France.

E whom this scroll commemorates 
was numbered among those who, 

at die call of King and Countrq .left all 
that was dear to them,endured hardness, 
faced danger and finallq passed out of 
the sight of men bq the path of dutq 
and self-sacnficc.givinguptheirown 
lives that others might live in freedom.

Let those who comeafterseetoit 
that his name be not forgotten.

‘TV. Davud Given, 
Cviaduui Inpintij’ b’n.

The information and photographs used in this 
poster were provided through the courtesy of the 

Hastings County Tyendinaga Library

The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County 
in partnership with the Hastings County Historical Society
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Captain George Luther Sills
On June 27, 1918 the hospital ship 
“Llandovey Castle” was torpedoed off 
the coast of Ireland. One of the doctors 
aboard was Captain George Luther Sills 
of Tweed, Hastings County, Ontario. In 
a military document dated the following 
February he is reported as “missing and 
believed drowned.”

Hospital Ship Llandovery Castle

He was, in fact, one of the 234 men and 
women, including fourteen Canadian 
nursing sisters, who lost their lives that 
day. The twenty-four survivors reported 
that following the attack, submarine LI- 
86 surfaced and began firing at the 
people in the water. This action, 
according to the commemorative Great 
Canadian War Project was an attempt 
to eliminate all witnesses to the illegal 
act of sinking a hospital ship (see 
drawing, right).
At war’s end four months later the U- 
Boat Commander, Helmut Patzig, could 
not be found to answer for his crime.

Capt. Sills enlisted in March 1915 as a 
Private with the Queen’s Stationary 
Hospital and served overseas for one 
year before returning to Queen’s 
University Medical School, Kingston to 
complete his medical studies. He 
returned to England in March,1917.

The “Llandovery Castle” Lifeboat Murders.

Hou the Huns Massacred nearly 200 of our British Seamen Qunradvs. Red Cross Nurses, and Staff.

ItaMiil .pa-tUII) for, <<>p>rightrd. anal |>ubli«licd li» >. I. Laxhwood. Ar£>k* Slrrrf. IKrh>.

A memorial to Captain Sills reads in part that after serving in different hospitals in 
England he was appointed to “the hospital ship Llandovery Castle in charge of X-Ray 
work and was lost at sea.” The memorial includes a quotation by Prime Minister 
Robert Borden saying that “All that our fathers fought for and achieved; all that we 
have inherited and accomplished, our institutions and liberties, our destiny as a 
nation, the existence of our Empire, all are at stake in this contest.”

^GS Cq
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Private Arthur Zimmerman Tufts

Arthur Zimmerman aboard S. S. Lapland on his 
way to England, September 1916.

In the early morning hours of March 1, 
1917 Private Arthur Zimmerman Tufts 
found himself along with 480 other 
members of the 75th Canadian Infantry 
Battalion advancing into heavy machine
gun fire on a German position identified 
as Hill 145 in the vicinity of Vimy Ridge. 
He was twenty-eight years old and six 
months out of Canada.
As a schoolboy he had attended S.S. 14 
in Hungerford Township, Hastings 
County (near Tweed) and later trained as 
an engineer for mechanical devices and 
heating plants. He had worked for the 
Grand Trunk Railway and for Findlay 
Bros. Co., a manufacturer of stoves in 
Carleton Place. He enlisted for overseas 
service in March 1916 and after training 
in Canada over the summer sailed for 
England in October of that year. By 
December he was in the trenches.
At 2:50 a.m. the 75th was in position and 
began its advance. When the attack was 
over a few hours later battalion losses 
would be 68 killed, 112 wounded and

31 missing. Initially reported among the 
missing Arthur Tufts was found later in 
the day to be among those killed. He lies 
buried at Zuoave Valley Cemetery, 
Souchez, Pas de Calais, France.
In his last letter home to his parents, 
dated France, Feb. 2, 1917, he wrote, 
“Just a few lines to say that I am once 
more spared to return to the resting 
camp... We are in a quiet place but not 
out of sound of the big guns about six 
miles back of the lines ... I received the 
underwear safe and the gum. We get a 
bath tomorrow so will put it on. Now when 
you send a box be sure and send candles 
as we need them and some maple sugar, 
butter or honey. I never enjoyed anything 
more than the box of honey Maud (his 
sister) sent me.”

Young Arthur with his parents and brothers and 
sisters. Front Row: Robert Tufts Jr., Maude, 
Rachel Ann, Mary. Middle Row: Harford, Arthur 
Zimmerman, Ernest Cosmo. Back Row: Robert 
Vernon, Lillian.

The biographical content of this poster was 
compiled by Richard Hughes from information 
provided by Ernie Horton and by Martin Vermeer 
and Evan Morton of the Tweed Heritage Centre.

^GS Cq
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Private Edward Harold Ingram

Edward Harold Ingram was born in 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan in 1895 and 
moved to Belleville with his parents in 
1903. He enjoyed card games, hockey, 
fishing and canoeing in Algonquin Park. 
He enlisted with the 26th Battery on June 
16, 1915. In his recruitment papers he 
states his occupation as stenographer. 
Two months later he sailed for England 
and then to France the following January. 
From the dates on his casualty form it 
appears he was twice wounded at the 
Battle of Passchendaele. Toward the end

In June, 1920 Edward married Nettie Mae 
Handley in Millbrook, Ontario. They had 
one son, Kenneth, who served in WWII 
and Korea, and a daughter, Jeanne. 
Edward Ingram worked as an accountant. 
Shortly before his death in October 1964 
he attended a reunion in Peterborough 
for the men who served with the 26th 
Battery and with whom he sailed from 
Halifax in 1915 aboard “S.S. Metagama.”

Edward’s father, Capt. 
Henry Lloyd Ingram (right) 
also served in WW /. He 
was at one time the 
organist at St. Michaels 
Church in Belleville. Born 
in England, he retired 
there after the war.

of 1918 he had the rare experience for a 
WWI Canadian soldier of sailing to 
Arcangel, Russia where he spent eight 
months before returning aboard the 
“Czaritza” to England, and thereafter to 
Canada.

Edward Ingram (left) and his family at 
their Ritchie Street, Belleville address. 
He is seen here with his daughter 
Jeanne, wife Nettie and son Kenneth.
The information and photos contained in this poster 
were provided by Wendy Stevens of Madoc, Ontario.
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Private Frank Leveridge
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The map of France shows the burial locations of 
Frank Leveridge for World War 1 and his son

Frank Leveridge was born July 29, 
1890, the youngest of eight children. 
His parents, who had emigrated from 
England, bought a hundred acre farm 
in Wollanston Township, Hastings 
County, Ontario. Three of his older 
brothers moved to Rainy River to 
homestead and Frank worked for a 
time at his parents’ farm as they got 
older. He married Margaret Wilson and 
they had two boys and a girl.
He enlisted with the 39th Battalion in 
February 1915 and sailed for England 
four months later. He landed in France 
on March 24, 1916, and on April 11 was 
severely wounded during the battles for 
St. Eloi Craters in Belgium in appalling 
conditions of weather and mud. His 
wounds resulted in amputation of his 

right arm, pneumonia followed and he died 
at Camiers No. 4 General Hospital, France. 
He is buried at the war cemetary, Etaples, 
France
One of Frank Leveridge’s sons, Gerald 
William Leveridge, served with the Nova 
Scotia Highlanders in World War 2. He took 
part in the D-Day landings and was killed in 
action a month later. He lies buried 250 
kilometers from his father, at Beny-sur-Mer 
Canadian War Cemetery, Normandy.
In the town of St. Eloi today the artillery shell 
craters that were fought over can still be 
seen. Some are filled with water and 
resemble round, tree-lined ponds.

The information and photograph for Frank Leveridge 
were taken from the book "The Men of North 
Hastings Killed in the Great War” by Colonel Donald 
Vance

The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County 
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Sergeant Garnet Edmund Dobbs

One of Garn Dobbs’s letters 
written to his brother Walter 
from - “Somewhere in 
France Sept. 14, 1917”

Garnet Edmund Dobbs enlisted in the Canadian Army on 
January 4,1916, and served overseas in World War I until 
the spring of 1919. During his service he wrote many long 
letters home. Judged to be of national significance, these 
letters are permanently housed at Library and Archives 
Canada in Ottawa where they, along with his military 
records, form a record of his experiences in England, 
France and Germany.
Garn Dobbs served first with the 155th Battalion in 
Canada and later in France with the 21st Battalion. He 
was a member of the Regimental Band in which he played 
woodwind instruments. Additional duties included the front 
line job of creeping into no-man’s-land on dark nights to 
repair damaged barbed wire defences. “We’ve made 
several trips in the line with the Battalion,” he wrote in one 
of his letters, “and have been fortunate in having no 
casualties, which seemed almost phenomenal at times.”
He survived the war and received his discharge at 
Kingston on May 24,1919. The Community Archives has 
on file copies of about forty of his letters which are 
available to the public to read.

Walter Edna Lottie Garn Edward Helen Harn Millie
Dobbs Dobbs Dobbs Dobbs Dobbs Dobbs Broadbridge Broadbridge

Garn Dobbs, back row centre, is seen here in later years 
with family members. He resided at 168 Yeomans Street, 
Belleville, and operated his plumbing, heating and sheet 
metal business at 12 Victoria Street.

Dorothy Bowes, the daughter of Garn originally brought these letters to the attention of the Hastings County Historical Society. While the originals are now 
kept at Library and Archives Canada in Ottawa, copies are available for review at the Community Archives at the Heritage Centre in Cannifton.

The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County Community Archives
-r- •>. * " of and Hastings County

/ in partnership with the Hastings County Historical Society \
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Lance Corporal John Kennedy

John Kennedy (right) of the Royal 
Highlanders of Canada saw action on 
the Somme, at Ypres, Vimy Ridge, Arras 
and Cambrai. He was cited to receive 
the Distinguished Conduct Medal for 
carrying wounded comrades from the 
field while under heavy enemy fire.

iPte. Kennedy 
Succumbed —

Ex-Folice Officer Stricken With 
Pneumonia, Passed Away in 

England .
Mrs. M. B. Kennedy, 29* Benjamin 

St., received the following telegram ? 
stating that her husband had died: 
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Kennedy.

29 Benjamin St., 
Belleville. Ont.

Deeply regret inform you -455117 1 
Lance-Corpl. . John . Kennedy, in- i 
fantry. officially reported died of 
Broncho pneumonia. 50 Casualty 1 
Clearing Station, Feb. 20th.

Director Records.
Mr. Kennedy left Belleville with | 

[the 59th Batt. He Jeft. Canada the 
1st April. 3 years ago. then he was 

.transferred to the 73rd Royal 
Highlanders. England and then back 
to the 13th. He was in a number 
of the large battles—Mons, Vimy. 
Lens, Passchendaele and many 
others. After the armistice was 
signed he was sent to Germany and 
cn -returning visited Belgium and 

>’ had two weeks leave in England. 
1 He was preparing to return to bis 
I home when Mrs. Kennedy received 
j the message of his death. Lance- 
1 Corpl. Kennedy was only wounded 
1 once prior to his death.
r Mr. Kennedy was a well-known
1 former police officer of Belleville. 
- having joined the force Oct. 17th,
2 1907 and retired March 31st, 1909. 
f He later was in the livery business

John Kennedy was born in 1879 in 
Tyendinaga Township, Hastings County 
and married Mary Elizabeth Williams. They 
had two children. He joined the 59th 
Battalion in Brockville on July 27, 1915. A 
year later he was in the trenches in France. 
On January 5, 1917, while moving into the 
Vimy area front lines to relieve the 78th 
Battalion, Kennedy was wounded, possibly 
by shrapnel from 
artillery shells.
Three weeks later he 
was back in the line 
with his Battalion at 
Villers au Bois. On 
April 9 he participated 
in the assault on Vimy 
Ridge, his Battalion 
being assigned to 
attack the Ridge’s 
steepest and most 
heavily fortified section. 
In a letter to his wife a 
short time later he 
wrote: “The air is so full 
of shot and shell that I 
don’t think a fly could 
come across without 
getting hit... If I lived 
forever I could not
forget what I have seen in France.”

and in the G.T.R. service.

Constable John 
Kennedy (right) 
of the Belleville 
Police Force, 
circa 1908. He 
worked for the 
force for about 
two years, then 
for the Grand 
Trunk Railroad 
and later ran a 
livery business.

John Kennedy survived the horrors of 
World War 1 only to die in Belgium on 
February 20, 1919 after contracting 
bronchial pneumonia. In spite of its errors 
(Kennedy was a Lance Corporal and died 
in Belgium) the newspaper clipping above 
tells the story.

The information contained in this poster was provided by 
Douglas Kennedy of Stirling, Ontario. John Kennedy is 
his great grandfather.

The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County 
in partnership with the Hastings County Historical Society
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Nursing Sister Vera Prindle

Vera Prindle (on the left) was born in Tweed, 
Ontario in 1891. She enlisted in the Canadian 
Army Medical Corps in May, 1917. The 
photograph of the horseback riding party is 
identified as “Gap of Dunloe, Killarney, Ireland.” 
Vera had probably gone to Ireland on leave.

This photograph, which was 
taken at Belleville General 
Hospital and belongs to the 
hospital’s archives, did not 
include any details about Vera’s 
overseas service during the war 
beyond what was contained in 
her passport. We do know that 
she married during her service, 
returning home as Vera Chapelle. 
You can find information about 
her and many other Canadian 
service men and women on the 
Canadian Great War Project 
website.

This photograph is of the Canadian Hospital in 
Orpington, England. Vera might well have worked 
here with another Hastings County nurse, 
Celestine Geen.

Vera Prindle’s Passport

All photographs provided by Belleville 
General Hospital archives

The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County 
in partnership with the Hastings County Historical Society
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Gunner James Leo Joseph Ross
The reality of the war struck home with the 
notice of the first casualty from among the 
men of Belleville. He was Gunner Leo Ross 
of the 34th Battery who had gone to Europe 
with the first Canadian contingent. The son 
of James Ross and Margaret Colden, Leo 
was just seventeen when he went overseas 
in 1914.
AtYpres, Belgium on April 30, 1915 he was 
killed when an enemy shell exploded near 
him and detonated his loaded gun.
The sentiment felt by the community at the 
news of his death was caught in a poem 
composed by J. Nevin Doyle and read by 
Colonel Ponton at a political rally held in 
Coleman Ward, Hastings County.
In part it read: “It was only a step for his 
boyish feet / From the lights and sights of 
old Front Street I To the Langemarck hell 
that dimmed the sun I Where he stood like 
a man and died by his gun”...

Gunner Leo Ross’s brothers and sisters don’t look very 
happy about their brother’s impending departure. Back: 
Anne and Bill; middle: Marguerite and Leo; front: Reg and 
Francis.

Leo Ross wrote numerous letters home from England, France and 
Belgium which show the transition of a lively young man full of romance 

and dreams to the realities of war in the trenches.

Somewhere in France, March 28, 1915:

Jack and Leo Ross in October, 1899

“\Ne have only had one casualty in this brigade
so far but I am afraid that we 
will get all that is coming to us 
if we ever get on the move - 
still that looks like a long way 
off.”

Leo Ross, is buried at the 
Commonwealth War Graves, 
Pottize Chateau Wood 
Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium.

Belleville residents Peter and Annis Ross provided the Images and information from family records. Peter is the nephew of Leo Ross. 
The captions on the family photographs are those from the Intelligencer’s “Remember When” published January 23, 1995.

The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County 
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Private William Thomas Miles
Will was born on September 19, 1899 in 
Scarborough Junction, east of Toronto. His family 
moved to Belleville when he was 10 years old.
In February 1916, at age 16, he signed up for the 
overseas forces, lying about his age.

CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.
(Answers.)

1. What is your surname?.................................................... LI11O0................................................................................
la. What are your Christian names?..................................... JiXXLflE *110100® .....................—.............
lb. What k your p^resent address?.......................... .. ... 46 CollOf>Q QOl?.a. 

2. la what JTown, Township or Parish, and in
what Courftjy were you born?........................................ SGCXbOl’O JCt.2p.Y0Tk .... ..................

3. What is the name of your next-of kin ?..................... .............. ............ ........
4. What Is the address of your next of-kin ?............... . .45 .L.OllO'JO • BCllO V134.O........................

4a. What is lite relationship of your next-of-kin?. FattlOT ........................ . .............. ............ ....... .......

5. What Is the date of your birth ? .................................Sept.12th.1898 .....................................
6 What is your Trade or

7- Are you married ?.......

calling?.......................................LSuahlniaft ..^pprontioo
no

8. Are you willing to bo vaccinated or re

vaccinated and inoculated ?.................................-.....Yea.................................................... -....-......
9. Do you now belong to the Active Militia?..................... .................................. .......................................... ................

10. Have you ever served in any Military Force?....................JJ.O......................... . ..........................................................
It *0, ptrtlouUi* of tormur bczv.x.

11. Do you understand the nature and terms of
your engagement?...................................................................X®B........................................ ..... ..................................... ..

12. Are you willing to be attested to serve in the 1 .........YOU............................................... ................
Canadian Ovek-SeasExpjeditionaby Force? J

DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION. .

...../Voiles..   do solemnly declare that the above are answers 
made by me to the above questions s^nd that they are true, and (hat I am willing to fulfil the eegauemente 
by me now made, and I hereby engage and agree to serve in the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary 
Force, and to be attached to any arm of the service therein, for the term of cue year, or during the war now 
existing between Great Britain and Germany should that war list longer than one year, and fur six months 
after the termination of that war provided His Majesty should so long require my services, or until legally 
discharged.

................................................................... ....... ....(Signature of Recruit) 

Date.........Pob»17j9ul91&.... 191 ............ .......................................................................(Signature of Witness)

In November 1916 his 
battalion was sent to 
France—replacements 
for the 24,000 
casualties sustained by 
the 4th Regiment during 
the Battle of Somme.
Forty-eight of Will’s 
letters home survive 
and his sense of 
humour is demonstrated 
in them: “the box that I

got tonight is all eat up now and you can send 
another as soon as you like. ”

1916 Enlistment Photograph

In April 1917 he was in the trenches and his letters 
then describe the nature of trench warfare. He wrote 
that a fellow soldier, Harry Rowe “got part of his
nose knocked off and a shrapnel wound in his side. ”

After surviving the battle 
of Vimy Ridge, Will’s 
battalion experienced the 
horrors of Passchendaele, 
“Our battalion lost pretty 
heavy up at Ypres and the 
mud and water was
something awful. I guess 
there were any number of 
men just slightly wounded 
and fell in shell holes and
drowned. ”
Will survived being gassed on August 24, 1918 and 
returned to Belleville, still a teenager, after being 
discharged in Toronto on March 28, 1919. He died in 
Allen Park, Michigan in 1969, aged 69.

1919 photograph, “He went over a young 
boy and came back an old man. ”

Letters and photographs from the Community Archives of Belleville and 
Hastings County, William Thomas Miles fonds, Accn. 2013-043.
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