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Auditorium
Quinte Living Centre,

370 Front Street, Belleville

7:30 Coffee 
8:00 Meeting 

Guest Speaker 
Pauline 
Sprague

Topic
The Sprague 

Telephone 
System

The Sprague Telephone 
System was started by James 
Grant Sprague in 1898 in 
Prince Edward County. The 
system  rem ained in 
operation until 1954.

Pauline Sprague who now 
resides in B ellev ille  is a 
descendant of the originator 
of the system. She was born 
and raised in Prince Edward 
County where her family has 
lived for many generations. 
A fter graduation from 
B elleville C ollegiate 
Institu te  and V ocational 
School, she studied political 
sciences and economics at 
the University of Toronto.

After a short stint working 
for Procter and Gamble, she 
returned to study law at 
Osgoode Hall and was 
granted an LL.B. by York 
U niversity . M ost o f her 
career was spent in Ottawa 
with the Federal Department 
of Justice from which she 
retired in late 1992.

He left the Queen in the swamp
The adventures of a telegrapher

The special Heritage Day meeting of the Hastings 
County Historical Society was held on Monday, 
February 16 with a good size group on hand to hear 
the reminiscences of telegrapher William Joseph 
Lloyd who was introduced by Vera Morton.

Mr. Lloyd took up the trade in 1948 and received 
most of his training in the old telegraph office at 
the corner of Bridge Street and Pinnacle Street. In 
1949 the Picton operator passed away and William, 
at the tender age of 17, was offered the job; he was

Telegraph fast facts:
• invented by Samuel F. B. Morse in 1844
• first electric telegraph message in Canada sent 
between Toronto and Hamilton
• Niagara and St. Catharines Electro-Magnetic 
Telegraph Company set up in 1847
• British North American Electric Association 
formed 1847
• Montreal Telegraph Company, formed in 1847, 
completes line from Toronto to Montreal and then 
Quebec City
• Dominion Telegraph Company organized 1868
• act passed to establish Great North Western 
Telegraph Company in 1880
• Great North Western Telegraph Company ac
quired by Canadian Northern Railway
• Grand Trunk Pacific Telegraph Company 
merged with Canadian National
• by the 1950s Canadian Pacific controlled over 
17,000 miles of lines and sent over 7,000,000 
telegrams per year

paid the enormous sum of $85 per month.
At the commencement of Canadian involvement 

in the Korean War, William joined the navy and 
served for two years. Upon his return to Canada he 
was hired by the Canadian 
National Railway; he was 
given a choice: he’d be paid 
$214 as a labourer but $264 if 
he worked on the telegraph 
terminal.

From CN, William went to 
work at Blackrock, New York.
Here the afternoon shift was 
the busiest with all wire work 
sent and received by specific 
hours.

His job then took him to CN main office in To
ronto, to North Bay, Oshawa, Vancouver and King
ston. He finally ended back where he’d begun—in 
Belleville. And in Belleville is where he stayed; he 
worked the Ottawa, Montreal, Brockville line with 
its mixture of passenger, freight and express trains.

Mr. Lloyd was offered a position with the Sante 
Fe Railway between Albequerque and Winslow, 
Arizona; he stuck it out for six months, but he was 
one Canadian lad who minded the extreme heat more 
than he did the Canadian winter.

Now retired, William enjoys tinkering with and fly
ing his own helicopter.

Remembrances flowed in Mr. Lloyd’s rambling 
monologue: there was the time he had to guide two 
trains, which were heading for each other on a col
lision course, to safety; the time he advised an 80- 
year-old woman how to get to Nome, Alaska, (“Buy 
a one-way ticket to Chatham, Ontario. Get your next 
ticket there.”); and the time he left Queen Elizabeth 
II in the swamp near Yarker, Ontario. He holds the 
(unenviable) record as the only dispatcher ever to 
leave the monarch in a swamp filled with a healthy 
crop of mosquitoes. Apparently it wasn’t too bad for 
the royals in their air-conditioned coach—it was a 
different story for the Royal Canadian Mounted Po
lice escort. Mr. Lloyd impressed upon his audience 
the importance the telegraph once enjoyed. It was 
the main form of speedy communication for over 
100 years; a message from Liverpool, England, could 
be sent and copied in Belleville, Ontario, in around 
six minutes. Now much faster telephone service has 
replaced the telegraph. Questions from audience 
members and a sincere thank you from Edna Wright 
brought the evening to a close. In his closing remarks 
Mr. Lloyd said, “The railway united the country— 
the telegraph united the people.”

The Hastings County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1



From the editor’s bookshelfNobody Ever Wins a War
The World War I Diaries of Ella Mae Bongard, R.N.

edited by Eric Scott 
published by Janeric Enterprises 
reviewed by Fran Zandbergen

This is a refreshing look at life 
during a very eventful time in his
tory. The author, a 26-year-old 
nurse tells of her friends, her ex
periences, her likes and dislikes.

It seems that even in 1917, like 
today, qualified nurses had doors 
opened to them. Very few women 
had the opportunity to travel to 
Europe during this war and serve 
in such a way.

The camaradarie of the nursing 
and medical staff extended past 
the shores of America, where they 
waited for the ships to take them 
on this great adventure. Life on 
board the ships, as they headed to 
Europe, was busy and Ella Mae 
detailed the activities of many 
people she knew and others she 
had just met.

Life aboard ship was not with
out excitement with sightings of 
a whales, storms, and a German 
submarine. The convoy seemed 
to be a great adventure.

Upon arrival in France, Ella Mae 
wrote of the differences she saw 
in the way of life; women wash
ing clothes at the water’s edge,

lack of central heating and ac
commodations in a “funny old- 
fashioned house with no mod

ern conveniences of course and 
as cold and damp as a stone”. 
As Ella Mae and her colleagues

were welcomed to their new 
post, the reader is given a look 
at the hardships that had to be 

overcome by the 
nurses and doctors, 
yet Ella Mae 
seemed to take 
them in stride, per
haps buoyed by the 
helpfulness of the 
“Tommies” and 
her companions. 
Ella Mae’s stay in 

Europe was not all 
work though and 
while “on leave” 
she and her col
leagues managed 
to see some of the 
sights of Paris and 
the Riviera. It was 
surprising that with 
the logistics of 
troop movements 
at this time, it was 
still possible for 
persons serving in 
Europe to travel to 
these ‘exotic’ lo
cals. The book is 

an entertaining look at this 
young girl’s experiences. It is 
also very well illustrated with

photos of friends, places of intere... 
and mementos, and is also easy to 
read. Ella Mae displayed a great 
sense of humour and yet still wrote 
easily about the difficult times and 
how she dealt with them. She had 
a great dislike of the enemy and 
yet did her duty when required to 
care for these patients.

It is noted briefly, by the editor, 
how Ella Mae, bom and educated 
in Picton, Prince Edward County, 
Ontario, was then urged to travel 
to the United States for medical 
training. It is also mentioned how 
she volunteered to serve overseas 
with other staff from the U.S. hos
pital. This background is both in
teresting and important. It helps 
the reader to imagine how diffi
cult it must have been for so many 
of the people serving in this war, 
coming from such ordinary back
grounds and living in such extraor
dinary times.

For anyone interested in this pe
riod of history it is well worth 
taking the time to read this ac
count. Copies at $ 19 plus $5 post
age and handling, are availabf 
from Janeric Enterprises, 14fL 
Edgcliffe Avenue, Ottawa, On
tario K1Z 8G2.

If your mailing label says 1996 or 1997 this is the last issue
of Outlook you will receive!

Please renew your membership in the Hastings County Historical Society now. It’s your window on the 
Society’s meetings, historical news from the area and so much more. Your membership keeps our Soci
ety going. New members are also welcome. Please complete this form and bring it with your payment to 
the Society’s next general meeting, or send it by mail to the Hastings County Historical Society, P.O. 
Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1.

Name
Address
City Postal Code

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
Individual $15.00 Life Member $150.00
Family $20.00 Corporate Sponsor $50.00
Senior/Student $10.00 Women’s Institute/
Senior Family $15.00 Organization $15.00

I also enclose a donation of $ _____ toward the work of the Society.
The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts for Income Tax purposes will be

forwarded to you with your membership card.



Festivities, eh? - While our 
American friends south of the 
border were celebrating Presi
dents’ Day on Monday, January 
16, Canadians (or at least some 
of them) were observing Heritage 
Day. The Americans remembered 
past leaders, while we celebrated 
our history in general and our built 
heritage in particular.

I suspect that more Americans 
than Canadians were aware of the 
day’s importance. Attempts to 
persuade the Canadian govern
ment to declare Heritage Day a 
national holiday have failed, al
though many people have argued 
that we need an official holiday 
in February as a break between 
Christmas and Easter. Neither 
Groundhog Day nor Valentine’s 
Day is suitable as a national holi
day.
A few years ago Kingston named 

the day Sir John A. Macdonald 
Day and treated it as a municipal 
holiday. Some readers may recall 
our Society petitioning govern
ment to declare the third Monday 
in February as Heritage Day and 
observe it as a national holiday.

We celebrated on February 16, 
as the account of our successful 
meeting shows. And there were 
other heritage events that day. 
Glanmore National Historic Site 
held an open house (with free 
admission) and a news conference 
to announce the completion of the 
roofing project.

Two days later, Heritage Bel
leville’s Research Group put on 
a Brown Bag Lunch in the Corby 
Library Gallery. Peter Kellett of 
Trenton and Angela Rowan of 
Stirling described the tours and 
displays that they (with Reg 
Stacey of Frankford) are prepar
ing on Belleville’s designated 
properties, places of worship, City 
Hall area, and supernatural and 
unusual happenings.

Wednesday evening Heritage 
Belleville held an open house in 
City Hall. The researchers pre
sented Councillor W olf 
Tausendfreund with copies of the 
designated properties tour. He 
brought greetings from Mayor 
Ross McDougal to the heritage

community and distributed tour 
sheets to owners of locally des
ignated properties. Glanmore 
manager/curator Rona Rustige 
gave an illustrated talk on the 
museum’s roof restoration pro
gram. Ten days earlier, Heritage 
Belleville (a committee set up 
by council to advise it on herit
age matters) assisted Mayor 
McDougal in presenting Certifi
cates of Commendations to citi
zens and groups who had con
tributed to the preservation of 
our heritage.

A good 10-cent cigar is not 
what we need to promote Her
itage Day and Heritage Week. 
Rather, we need a central event 
to display the activities and tal
ents of local groups.

Representatives of several her
itage groups in Hastings, North
umberland and Lennox and 
Addington Counties reached 
this conclusion when Heritage 
Quinte (loosely structured asso
ciation of heritage groups) met 
at the Prince Edward County Ar
chives on February 14.

A committee was set up to plan 
such an event for Heritage Day 
’99 or another suitable time. Past 
president Elizabeth Mitchell 
ably chaired the meeting. 
Hurrah for HRDC - Heritage 
Belleville is pleased that Human 
Resources Development 
Canada (HRDC) has extended 
its partnership program for three 
staff for an additional three 
weeks, until March 27.
Staff will revise the self-guided 

tour for Belleville City Hall, 
prepare a tour of Foster Ward 
for boaters arriving at the har
bour, and conduct further re
search into Belleville’s Thurlow 
Ward.
Another last chance - Because 
of the above extension, mem
bers of the Research Group are 
conducting tours of Belleville 
City Hall until about March 25. 
For information, contact them 
at 968-6481 Extension 3260.
A good read - Topping this 
reader’s list of gift Christmas 
books was the juvenile novel 
Promise Song by Linda

Holeman, a Winnipeg author 
who visited Belleville last fall 
to sign copies at W&R Greenley 
and view Marchmont Home 
(near the corner of West Moira 
and Yeomans). Promise Song is 
the story of 14-year-old Rosetta 
who comes to Canada from an 
English orphanage. Linda de
scribed R osetta’s arrival in 
Belleville. “The group of thirty 
girls that was destined for 
Belleville, Ontario, was ex
hausted and grimy as they 
climbed down the wooden steps 
of the sooty black locomotive at 
the station. None of them spoke, 
or even looked around. They 
followed directions, like rigid 
mannequins, climbing into the 
horse-drawn carts that took them 
to the Marchmont Home. As the 
cart pulled in on the semi-cir
cle of gravel that led from the 
main street to the front of the 
Home, Rosetta peered at the 
huge old house perched in the 
middle of the wide green yard.” 
Rosetta then goes by train to a 
farm northwest of Belleville, 
where she experiences many 
problems and seeks to learn the 
whereabouts of her younger sis
ter, with whom she had come to 
Canada

Did you know ... (1) when 
Belleville residents talked about 
“going south” for a holiday in 
1878, they were not referring to 
Florida, but to W ellington in 
Prince Edward County?
(2) the North Hastings Genealogy 
Club remains active in the 
Bancroft area, holds monthly 
meetings in Deb Lavoy’s home 
(332-4536) and is looking for a 
permanent home for its collec
tions?
(3) five Hastings County residents 
(including our own Lois Foster) 
who were honoured by the On
tario Heritage Foundation for 
volunteer efforts were named on 
the Foundation’s Heritage Week 
poster?
(4) Evan Morton continues to 
include humour from yesteryear 
in his “Heritage Herald” column 
in The Tweed News. For example: 
The vicar of an English church 
wrote as follows to his bishop, 
“My Lord: I am sorry to tell you 
of the death of my wife. Can you 
arrange to send me a substitute for 
the weekend?”
Husband: “Fve got to discharge 
that chauffeur of mine - he’s 
nearly killed me four times!” 
Wife: “Oh, give him another 
chance.”

The Hastings County Historical Society sends 
its condolences to the family of Eva Nickle 

Quinsey who passed away January 30,1998.

Marchmont Home on Moira Street West, Belleville, as it might have 
looked as the setting of Linda Holeman’s novel Promise Song. 
Marchmont was established by Annie McPherson in 1870. The 
home served as a temporary accommodation for orphans from  
England. The first two homes were destroyed by fire; this build
ing dates to 1875. Marchmont was closed in 1925.

Photo and information taken from Belleville’s Heritage, 
a booklet published by The Hastings County Historical Society.



Cuanmore
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4  
(613) 962-2329

March Break Program
We are offering another series of programs for the 
March Break period. This time we are offering people 
a chance to make different types of Easter Eggs so 
they can produce their own Easter egg tree. We 
are offering:
Monday, March 16, Faberge Eggs 
Tuesday, March 17, Polish Binsegraas Eggs 
Wednesday, March 18, Confetti Eggs 
Thursday, March 19, Ornate Cut-out Eggs 
Friday, March 20, Easter Bird Eggs 
All workshops require pre-registration. Please call 
Susan at 962-2329. There is a charge of $5 per workshop for this program, but if you book four, you get the 
fifth one free.

Education program
April 7 to 25 we are offering students the chance

to learn about the invention 
of lights and how washing 

?v.|j has been done over time.
The program is called 
Lights and Laundry. 
Space is still available 
so call Susan at 962- 
2329 to register your 
class.

Save-a-
tape
program
We are still saving 

A&P and Ultra 
Food and Drug 
register tapes. You 
can now find our 
boxes at the A&P 
in the Bay View 
Mall to drop off 

your tapes. Thank 
you for your support.

New co-op student
Welcome to Anneka Kooistra, our new co-op 
student from Moira Secondary School. She 
will be with us until June working with Susan 
in the Education Department.

Update on Christine
Christine and her husband, Ernie, are the proud 
parents of a girl.
Katarina Elizabeth 
Wilson was born on 
February 16. Mother 
and daughter are doing 
fine.
Best wishes go to 
Christine and her family 
from The Hastings County 
Historical Society
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