
W, B. JUDSON, Proprietor.
‘ ^Publication Offices, 325 Dearborn Street, Chicago.

Entered at the Chicago Poet Office. __

TERMS OF'SUBSCRIPTION:
One Copy, one Year, Post-paid, in Advance, - $4.00.

Six Months, $2.00.
Subscriptions to this journal are not discontinued at expiration, un

less so ordered by the subscriber.

Communications upon all subjects of interest to practical lumber
men are solicited.

As an advertising medium the Lumberman stands unrivaled. It 
is the best circulated and best read trade journal in the 
world. Its 30,000 readers are scattered over all the states and 
territories of this country, with a number in South America and 
Europe. A journal that is sought for, paid for and read, is the beet 
medium to advertise in, because it always pays the advertiser.

Copy for changes in advertisements or for new ones outside the 
department of “Wanted” and “For Sale” must be received in this 
office not later than Monday to insure insertion in Saturday's paper. 
This rule is imperative.

NEW ADVERTISEMEMTS THIS WEEK.

Miscellaneous.
Saw Mill Machinery—Watrous Engine Works Co.,Ltd. .............42
Saw Mill Machinery—Wm. Hamilton Mfg. Co. Ltd.............................42 I
Pulleys—Dodge Wood Split Pulley Co.................................................... 44
Belting—F. E. Dixon & Co............................................................... 48
Woodworking Machinery—Rowley & Herm an ce................................. 39

Wanted. Page 31.
Situation as Purchasing Agent. I Position as Band Saw Filer.
White Oak. Situation as Salesman.
Position as Band Sawyer. 1 Practical Manufacturer.
Stenographer.

Fob Salx. Paox 31.
Second Hand Rails. Timber Lands.
Saw Mill Engine. Soft Elm.
Boilers. Planing Mill Yard.
Saw Mill Engine. Locomotive.
Cut of Mill. Cottonwood.
Logging Engine, etc. Factory.
New York Planing Mill.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS.
Band 8aw Mills..................................................................................... 47, 49-52

^Belting................................................................................................. 35,48
Oppress Lumber and Shingles................................................... 33, 58, 59,61
Dry Elins.................................................................................. i....
Engine j. Pumps, Heaters and Boiler Feeders.............................32,41-43
Hardwood Lumber and Finish.............................................................. 32-34, 61-64
Logging Railway Equipment.............................    32, 36, 53
Lumber Manufacturers and Dealers.................................................... 32-34, 58-64
Metal and Fire Proof Roofing................................................................... 55
Mill and Lumbermen’s Supplies ........................  33, 36, 61
Pulleys.....................................................................................  44,45
Redwood Lumber and Shingles.................................................................. 61
Sash, Door and Blind Manufacturers..................................................62, 64
Saws and Saw Mill Machinery...................................... 34,35, 42, 46-52,64
'Timber Lands................................................................   32
White Pine Manufacturers and Dealers.................................33,34, 62-64
Wood working Machinery..................................................................... .36-40

• Yellow Pine Manufacturers and Dealers.................. 33,34, 58,60,61, €2
Yellow Poplar Manufacturers and Dealers...............................................63

Quring times of drouth like the present, owners of 
logging roads no doubt feel their oats, so to speak. The 

f man who has an iron horse to drive may laugh at the 
elements. Rain or no rain, he is sure of getting his logs 
to mill without additional expense.

Discouraged inventors who have piled up patents on 
car couplers, nut-locks, etc., are now expending large 
blocks of energy and incurring brain-fag by working 
out improvements on metal ties, which the railroads 
persistently refuse to adopU Timber is still too plenty, 
notwithstanding the fapidity of its consumption, for the 
railways to bother onuch with metal ties. There is a 

popular clamor against the destruction of so much timber 
as the railroads require, when substitutes might be used. 
But the public would never be satisfied with a poor sub
stitute for wood ties, and railway corporations are more 
powerful than popular clamor.

One year ago the sash and door trade was on the 
boom, demand being active, factories crowded with 
work, assortments broken, and prices tolerably satisfac
tory, which is about all that can ever be hoped for in 
the sash,, door and blind business. Now, trade condi
tions are very much of a reverse order. Demand and 
prices are loiw, and stocks are large. Many sash and 
door men are able to keep a stiff upper lip, notwith
standing, because of big crops and generally good pros
pects. k ________________

The forest fires in the northwest appear to have about 
died out, little having been heard of them for the past 
two or three weeks. But the injury already done has 
been considerable, and lumbermen have been put to 
much trouble and expense to take care of damaged 
timber, some of which has already been ruined by 
worms.

The Lumberman, with this issue, presents a larger 
array of practical and accurate information regarding 
•the Canadian lumber business, viewed from its various 
standpoints, than Has evcibjfore been gathered together 
at one time by any paper publisheu .LL; ’~”ntrv. The 
numerous large and elegant engravings which accum 
pany the matter presented, are evidence sufficient that 
Canadian lumbermen are abreast with the times in all 
details of the manufacturing business. -

The explanation of accumulating stocks and a dull 
market at Muskegon, from the standpoint of certain 
Chicago jobbers, is that the Muskegonites have elevated 
their ideas of the value of their lumber altogether too 
high, and that they will not get rid of their supplies 
very rapidly till they come down a few notches. Some 
go so far as to say that careful dealers know they can 
not afford to pay such prices for Muskegon stock as 8.R. 
Howell and a few others have been paying. A man who 
is doing a big business and requires large quantities of 
lumber which he pays high prices for, giving paper in 
settlement, has obvious reasons for taking Muskegon or 
any other stock that he can secure, and making little 
complaint. But Howell had several loads which were 
more than he could carry, and some of the dealers here 
believe that Muskegon lumber was one of the loads. 
The men who will do as he did are scarcer now, and 
consequently coarse lumber is not grabbed at with much 
rapacity, unless the price looks apetizing.

The failure of the scheme to reorganize the Knapp, 
Stout & Co. Company into a $6,000,000 corporation is a 
good illustration of the thinness of much of the modern 
syndicate business. In this case an option was obtained 
on the property of the concern, a new company was in
corporated, and a large amount of stock was placed on 
the market. Those who were engineering the scheme 
did not succeed in securing the necessary subscriptions, 
the option expired, and thus the whole enterprise fell 
through. The result, doubtless, is no reflection upon the 
Knapp, Stout & Co. Company, and it may perhaps be at
tributable only to over-ambition on the part of those who 
undertook to stock so large a concern, but it illustrates 
that such schemes are often undertaken largely from 
speculative motives. If a man or a few men could swing 
such a deal as to buy out and reorganize a concern al
ready successfully and firmly established, and with as
sets of unquestioned value and large extent, like the 
Knapp, Stout & Co. Company, there ought to be consid
erable profit in it, and little might be lost if it failed. In 
such undertakings the handicraft of the professional 
promoter is seen. If men of capital and experience had 
sought to buy out the Knapp, Stout & Co. Company, 
they would doubtless have gone about the matter differ
ently. Before going very far they would have deter
mined whether they controlled sufficient capital to handle 

, the enterprise, and if enough monied men were not will
ing to go into it, the deal would likely have been dropped 

before giving it so much publicity and going through 
the formality of incorporating and throwing a large part 
of the stock on the market The professional promoter 
is a man who intends to eilist the capitaj»<\f others with 
a view to acquiring capitalfor himself, and when he un
dertakes a big scheme he sakes a spljirge and goes gun
ning for money to carry 1 through. The function of 
legitimate promoters may ie all right, but there are all 
sorts of promoters, some of whom secure options on 
good properties merely will the intention of scllin fnfthgm 
out at a profit. It is evidmt that good, reputal^ ---  
cerns are not likely to givt options unless they w-AVe 
the persons with whom tiey are dealing are acting in 
good faith; hence tlie pronoter usually represents that"** 
he controls adequate capitil that will be invested when 
he becomes satisfied that hi has found the right thing. 
Then he tries to pull monkl men into the scheme. It is 
therefore proper to suggest that business men take pre
cautions to avoid the wilw of professional and money
less promoters, and see tlat they are dealing directly 
with men of capital, or ther authorized agents.

Contrary to the acceped theory of the denudatic, 
streams with timber on seen to have fared no better for 
water, during the present dry spell in the northwest, 
than those which hnv* teen cut off more closely. 
Complaint of lack of ram ias been rather general, and 
drouth, the denudatic tellaus, is largely caused by cut
ting off the trees. It is well known that local rain 
storms may be severe an I continuous over a small 
no-tion of country, while areas not far distant are 
vu.^ecW'th little or no rah. Arguing from that fact it 
might be said that the presence or absence of rain 
indicated favorable conditous in one locality and un
favorable conditions in anoher. Then if the denudatic’s 
theory were right it might reasonably- be assumed that 
the more thickly timbered portions of the country would 
have rain, while the apirseh wooded -or partially 
denuded areas would be witiou;,, in numerous instances. 
But if the denudatic will kop tab on results in the white 
pine country of the northwest, or engage the lumbermen 
to furnish him a reoosd.le will likely find that, th* > 
streams which now have tie most timber along thence 
banks are just as troublesome as ary others to log drivers, ' 
whose anxiety for a gooAakge of water does not permit 
them to overlook the rails when they come. It is 
noticeable that such stHMat as the Chippewa and Wis
consin rivers in Wisconain.tod the Menominee in Michi
gan, and their tributaries, ksve been lower thanfer yea.., 
and they do not flow through wholly denuded regions, 
if the lumbermen know tu-niselves, which, possibly 
they do. h

It is claimed that the American Wheel Company, 
which recently failed, attempted a corner on the kind of 
lumber it consumed, and ;ha’. the money tightness 
spoiled the scheme, and it las been remarked that the 
company undertook too much —that there was too much 
lumber in the United States to be cornered. There is 
little doubt of that, but it locks also as if the newspapers 
had undertaken too much bj claiming that a large man
ufacturing company, «omp»sed of successful and pre
sumably experienced and well-informed men, would 
undertake so foolish a,thingy a corner in lumber—that 
is, in wheel stock. 'Oakanfuickory are growing scarcer 
to be sure, but more of theme woods is stilrstanding thar. 
most men realize. If newly all the partially manufact- ■ 
ured product in a certain line were secured by a combi
nation, how long would it be before demand and high 
prices would boom production, with the probable result 
that the market would kwxnerstocked and the men who 
attempted the corner nladalW suffer large losses? It takes " : 
capital to corner any supply, probably more in the case 
in point, than any oneeoncem could raise. It is hardy 
probable that the American Wheel Company was run 
by as'short-sighted map «Mte corner story would-indi- 
eate, although they ma*hs-” bo d.t supplies largely.

—2------
Wisconsin- valley hiibWsK-r ■ a~e at present in a some

what depressed ’ecaise of the enforced
idleness of mills and pw prespec’s for a log supply, for 
the remainder of the season. _ A Merrill mill man. who 
was in the city thisffllrfjL' estimated the shortage



A GIGANTIC MANUFACTURING CONCERN.

?ht> Rathbun Company, Deseronto, Ont.

The founder of this large and successful business en
terprise, Hugo B. Rathbun, was born near Aurora on the 
shore of Cayuga lake, N. Y., September 4, 1812. He es
tablished the business at what was then known as Cul
bertson’s Wharf, naming it Mill Point (now Deseronto), j 
in 1848, as a copartnership under the firm name of A. S. 
Rathbun & Co. for the purpose of acquiring timber lands 
and manufacturing lumber. In 1856 he purchased the 
interests of the other two partners and continued the 
business alone until 1861, when he admitted his eldest 
son, Edward W. Rathbun, as partner and manager of 
the business, the firm name becoming H. B. Rathbun & 
Son. That the general scheme was a grand conception, 
and has been ably managed, is evidenced by what is 
shown by the Lumberman artist and the descriptive 
matter pertaining thereto made after an investigation of 
the enterprise.

Mr. Rathbun, sr., was the active spirit of the enter
prise until 1862, when failing health made necessary a 
lightening of the burdens of active business. His son 
E. W., then tock the active management, and has con
tinued it up to the present time. Mr. Rathbun, sr., died 
in 1886, and the world was the poorer. The record of 
his life as made by one who knew him best attests his 
sterling qualities as a business man and citizen.

THE TOWN OF DESERONTO

is located in the county of Hastings, province of On
tario, Canada; is incorporated as a town, and contains 
4,000inhabitants, principally workingmen and mechanics 
largely employed directly or indirectly by the Rathbun 
Company. It is beautifully situated on the shore of the 
Bay of Quinte, which opens out to the waters of Lake 4 
Ontario through a devious channel with striking shore 
lines, near which are promising towns, summer resorts, 
and fertile and fully developed agricultural lands. A 
marked characteristic of the town is the apparent free
dom from anything monopolistic, except the aggregation 
of capital and the organization necessary for its protec- - 
tion. About 50 firms are engaged in merchandising, in
suring a healthy competition with the store owned and 
operated by the company, at which no one is obliged to 
trade.

The lands forming the town site were purchased by 
the Rathbun Company and its predecessors, and such 
portions not required for its business have been divided 
and sold on easy terms of payment. In this way most of 
the employes of the company have secured their own 
homes, and as a result form a law-abiding, contented 
population, strikes and lock-outs, the frequent accompani
ment of manufacturing development, being unknown. 
January 1, 1889, the village assumed the dignity of a 
town. There are few municipalities in Canada or else
where so largely owned by workingmen, and very few 
if any with so small a proportion of mortgage indebted
ness. Four good hotels are well patronized. The ' 
Mechanic’s Institute is 
located in a three story -----------------------------------------  
brick building, occu
pying all of the second 
floor, divided into a 
ladies’ reading room, a 
general reading room, 
a class room in which 
evening classes are 
held during the win
ter months, a smoking 
room in which check
ers, chess and other 
games maybe enjoyed, 
and a library. The 
care and use made of 
the institute speak 
well for the general 
intelligence of the citi
zens. The school fa
cilities are excellent, 
and the new high 
school building, beau
tifully located, has a 
superior staff of teach
ers, enabling the youth 
of the town to enjoy 
excellent educational 
opportunities. The 
four churches occupy 
prominent positions 
and evidence the char
acter of the people.

THE RATHBUN COM
PANY 

was incorporated by 
special act of parlia
ment in 1883. Its paid 
up capital stock is 91,- 
500,000 with power to. 
increase to 92,500,000. :
It is a broad gage char
ter, granting all the 
powers of general mer- . '-jf 
chants and dealers, general manufacturers, common car
riers, warehousemen, and ship and vessel' builders and 
r ners. In 1884 by special act the company was auth- 

ted under the laws of the state of New York to hold 
perty there to the extent of 9250,000, withits princial 
*.e of business at Oswego, N. Y., and securing to it all 
privileges of an American company. The capital 
s of the company is held entirely by the sons and 
hters of the late Hugo B. Rathbun.
e company owns and operates about 350,000 acres 
nber lands under government license, 57,000 acres

-

Kingston & Pembroke roads, has opened a cheap and ex
peditious rail route to Deseronto for the forest products 
of these and other sections tributary to the.streams in
tersecting those railways, as well as the railways stated. 
The timber licenses were purchased from the crown, and 
the tenure is considered perpetual, but subject to a 
charge of 93 a square mile a year for ground rent, be
sides dues upon the timber taken out.

A MULTIPLICITY OF OPERATIONS.

One by one industries have been- added until now the

of deeded timber lands, 7,750 acres of timber rights 
only. It holds large blocks of virgin forests, mainly 
pine, which for convenience and cost would have paid 
far better than much that has been operated; but this 
timber has been kept intact as a factor of value for fut; 
ure returns. The temptation of good returns has not 
influenced the company to sacrifice future profits. Tim
ber lands are logged with an eye to safety against Are 
and a continued supply of fair average quality. On 
the lands are found large quantities of cedar, hemlock, 
tamarack, basswood, ash, maple, birch, etc., for which

EDWARDCW. BATHBUN,
General Manager ot the Rathbun Company Deseronto, Ont.

there is found excellent and increasing markets. This 
timber is largely tributary to the rivers flowing into the 
Bay of Quinte’, namely, the Napanee, the Moira, the 
Salmon and the Trent. The completion of the Kings
ton. Napanee & Western railway, owned by the same 
company, to a connection with the Canadian Psctnc and

FIG. 1.—GENERAL OFFICE‘BUILDING, DESERONTO.

company uses profltaiy all kinds of forest products, as 
well as the waste pniucts therefrom. It operates two 
saw mills at Deserqto, one at Campbellford, one at 
Lindsay, and ip addijon at Deseronto a sash, door and 
blind factory, a terr cotta and brick factory, a flour 
mill and gram elevaSr. a wood distillery and chemical 
works, a machine blcksmith and boiler repair shop, a 
locomotive repair sh^, bhip yard, car works, gas works 
and a general (tore. The necessary docks at Deseronto 
to operate the busiufca have a water front of over two 
miles. • WSY

The company own lamber yards, docks, offices and 
sheds at Oswego, Ji y , an(j at Napanee, Kingston 
Gananoque, Picton, Belleville, Campbellford, Lindsay, 
Ottawa, Brockville, loss more and Peterboro, Ontario. 
For 25 years the bee cff. irts of the management have 
been directed to wotjug out the details of the original 
conception; first, to ecure a sufficiency of timber ac
cessible to Deseront, to warrant the establishment of 
substantial industnesof a permanent character; second, 
to so manipulate the coarse and refuse products of the 
forests as to enlarge (id perpetuate the yield therefrom, 
and to profitably QDize the waste of the mill, which 
otherwise would be i great loss of material and would 
cost a large sum of Boney to get out of the way; third, 
to provide the best m;ans of transporting the raw mate
rial from the forests to the mills, and provide the best 
and most economical methods for marketing the output 
of the mills anil fae<,.ries.

That the scope of the plan, under able management, 
has been accomplished, is proven by the large holdings 
of timber lands, and the additional quantity naturally 
available by reason or the company’s extensive holdings 
of railroads and skRniboat property, with mills, fac
tories and yards to manipulate all the timber standing 
upon such lands wife, an economy so close that there is 
absolutely no waste The timber resources now con
trolled, augmented bg the territories made accessible by 
recent railway extensions, will afford a supply for many 
years.

Theoriginc* ’He nan,25 years ago, was inspired by the 
frequent depressiousin the lumber business, which in
fluenced operators At such periods to select and remove 
the choicest trees of the forests, trees which alone would 
pay a margin of prolt, but which method lowered the 
average quality and 'alue of the timber remaining. The 
operations of the company were then not large, but it 
recognized the fact that cutting the choicest timber 
meant a largely increased fire risk with increased cost in 
production; that to <ut in the ordinary way meant, at 
that period, a certaii loss- and that to stop operations 
meant the parting with valued assistants, whose faithful
ness, knowledge of (he work, etc., could not be dupli
cated on short notice

Local markets in Canadian towns, more accessible to it 
than to other manufacturers, were sought, in which to 
sell the coarse predicts, and suitable markets in the 
states to which might be exported the better grades of 
lumber. In the development of the Canadian yards it 
was found that sawed lumber alone was not sufficient to 

pay current expenses 
— —-——“---------- and employ competent

men at the heads of 
those agencies, there
fore the handling of 
such lines of merenau 
dise as were appropri
ate for lumber yards— 
coal, salt, lime, cement, 
plaster, etc.—was be
gun.
THE GENERAL OFFICE 

BUILDING—DESER
ONTO.

As shown in the en
graving this is a mod
ern three-story build
ing, fire-proofed with 

•—oorous terra cotta, 
mads—at the com
pany’s works, and fin
ished in hardwoods. 
On the first floor is a 
telegraph office with 
tablesand instrument' 
for several operators. 
There is also a tele
phone exchange, all 
the departments and 
many subdivisions of 
the vasfbusiness being 
connected by tele
phone. The main part 
of this floor is divided 
like a bank interior 
for the offices of the 
asssistant general man. 
ager,superintendent of 
general outside work, 
the savings bank de
partment, general 
bookkeeping, the gen-

• ■ eral auf,ilor an^ 8eD'
eral insurance depart-

, ment. On the second floor are located the offices of the 
general manager, lumber superintendent, land depart
ment, general railway offices and legal department. On 
the third floor are the stationery store room, draughting 
room, office of the railway engineer, janitor’s living 
rooms, and a large-room for the use of the clerks of the 
logging departments Commodious fire-proof vaults are 
on each floor, and a large lavatory, modem steam heat 
ing appliances ample water supply and fire appliances 
have been provided.



FOREST OPERATIONS.
During the past 10 years the company has cut from its ownl‘°ds 874,398,- 1 

614 fiet of saw logs, 1,593.938 cubic feet of square timber, and railway
sleepers. This does not include logs, ties, etc., purchased or maiufaclurei’ ,,n 
the Ottawa, or along the railways and streams outside of those trffu,ary Lies- 
eronto. Forest operations are largely under the charge of W. R. /ylsworth. To
bias Butler, Thomas Callaghan and James Scantlin, each of whjm ^a,° been 
with the company over 25 years.

THE STONE SAW MILL—DESERONTO. *
The first saw mill owned by the company’s predecessors waa pcated on this 

site in 1849, was a small wooden structure, which steadily grew k a m>U of 15,- 
000,000 feet capacity, and was destroyed by fire. The present buJd'nK is stone 
with iron roof, 90x115 feet, a brick iron roofed fire-proof engpe and boiler 
house, 50x80 feet, and a wooden addition, 60x90 feet. A Steate8 band and 
double edger, two Wickes gangs, a slabbing gang and a twin circ«lar> manufact
ured by the Wm. Hamilton Manufacturing Company, with an uuusually large 
complement of small machinery, make up the equipment. All tbe parts are 
apparently well balanced, and everything goes with the precirfonof a clock 
movement. The entire product is moved with the minimum of manual labor. 
The twin circular is a unique machine, with shot gun feed, and 8 single “dog” 
at the end of the log. It is as quick as a flash, and as a result tw1 “‘des of a log 
are “pulled wide open’’ ready for the gang, oi a square timber P thrown from 
the carriage in about the time an ordinary mill would be feady to turn 
down. In slabbing timber from logs not requiring a top <aw, Ibis mill 
is not excelled. The product of the large gang is rolled stragbt away to a 
gang edger and a trimmer, or it can be elevated eight feet aS a moved by a 
cross conveyor overhead to another trimmer by using one hand. Quantity from 
a given log scale and quality of product are the controlling coosiderations in 
manufacturing. The filing room is fitted up with the Covell Machine Com
pany’s appliances.

The motive power is a twin engine, each cylinder 26x30 inches, backed by 
eight boilers, 860-horse power, all located in fire-proof compartments. The 
lumber drops to slides from the trimmer, where it is sorted to standard gage 
cars for distribution. It is the most perfect system possible, all depart
ments being connected by standard gage tracks, each practically » terminal of 
the Bay of Quinte railway. The switching engines are kept constantly 
employed at this mill. The docks in connection with the .triU have suffi
cient frontage to enable the lumber to be piled as it comes from the mil], so 
that it can largely be shipped directly into vessels without haulage. There 
are 11 miles of railway tracks in the yard and on the docks in connection 
with the Deseronto business.

From 1880 to 1890 inclusive, this mill manufactured 306,573,058 feet of 
lumber, 95,781,500 lath, 912.632 pickets, 1,272,280 shingle bands, 5,788,795 pieces 
of molding strips. 3,603,690 blind slats, 5,251,181 barrel heading, 1,821.077 
box shooks, 716,536 door panels, 66,568 cloth boards, 1,417 blind cuttings, 213,- 
872 broom handles and curtain sticks, and 3,954 pieces of wainscot. There 
were sold to steamers and others 116,853 cords of wood from slabs, edgings 
and trimmings at paying prices. The wet bark is hauled to » specially con
structed central steam plant for fuel, and the sawdust to the terra cotta works. 
A comparison of the foregoing details with that of the average modern saw 
mill, reveals the conditions which make the few great successes. The artist's 
camera failed to locate a "hell” (a refuse burner), in the views of Deseronto, 
for the reason that “it ain’t in it.”

Fig. 2—The shed in the right foreground covers a slide at which sorting 
is done at each end and at the side to cars for yard distribution. Similar 
slides and side tracks are at the opposite side of the mill. At the left-hand end 
of the mill is a series of refuse pockets, over two tracks, which dump into stand
ard gage dump cars. To the right end of and just beyond the building in the 
left foreground is a building that looks like a flagman’s watch bouse; the man in 
it controls, by a system of levers, the power hoist and trolly used for delivering 
laths and wood from the mill platform to cars and to the water front. The sys
tem is quick, easy and almost automatic. The platform at the cud of the mill 
is used only to run out trucks loaded with wood-edgings and lath; the loads are 
elevated by power, and conveyed over-head across the railroad tweks by a power 
trolley, to the water front for delivery to boats or to city custotners. Growing 
shade trees and nicely trimmed grass plats and flowers, in Ute middle foreground, 
are an innoation about a saw mill.

THE MACHINE AND BLACKSMITH SHOPS—DEnHONTO.
The machine and blacksmith shops occupy a brick building, 57x85 feet, 

with an asbestos roof. The engines that drive the machinery io the sash, door 
and general wood-working departments are located in ibis, building and are 
under the care of the mechanical superintendent. There lM pne twin engine 
with cylinders 15x30, one vertical-alternate engine 15x24-1nch, and with a 
steam supply consisting of five boilers, 250 horse power.- 'In the way of heavy 
tools there are nine lathes, one steam hammer, one hydraulic wheel press, one 
car axle lathe, two of the largest iron planers, shapers, three power bolt 
cutters, four power drills, seven forges and two ovens, with small modern 
tools and machinery suitable for making new work, and doing quickly and 
cheaply the repairs required by the company’s business, including railway and 
car work. Railway tracks run into the shop direct. ..fyX

If the reader will refer to Fig. 2, at its right can be seen the corner of 
the building that is cut off at the left in Fig. 3; joining Figs. 2 and 3 makes 
a combination with perspective almost faultless, a result seldom attained. 
In the left foreground is the blacksmith shop, to its right—the corner building— 
is the machine shop, and beyond it on the street line is the sash, door and 
blind factory and general wood-working department; in the middle distance—to 
the left of the smoke stacks—is the dry kiln and north storage yards. To the 
right of the street line in the foreground is the custom, house, which was the 
original homestead of the Rathbun family; to its right is > turn-table for 
service to the locomotive shops, and farther to the right ther stables. In the 
middle distance is the Presbyt^ian church. . The tall business block which 
partly hides the cburch is “Godfrey Kolb’s building," in which is located 
the Mechanics’ Institute. »■'

Figs. 2 and 3 show about a three-quarter view of Deseronto as it appears 
from the office building. '

Fig. 5 is a view of East Docks, from the office building. ’The car works is 
hid by the trees ; in the left middle distance is the ship yard, and beyond it is 
the cedar mill, flour mill, wood distillery and chemical worn, and terra cotta 
works, in order as stated.
BASH, DOOR AND BLIND, FACTORY, AND GENERAL WOOD-WOKtlNO DEPARTMENT 

—DESERONTO.
This factory was started in a small way in 1874; has h*l five stages of 

development, and is now substantial two-story brick boildingi0x319 feet, with 
an L near the end most distant from the point of view, 40x60 feet. The 
building is divided into four compartments with heavy brick walls for Are 
protection, is covered with asbestos mOflng.-has automatic Jire sprinklers on 
both flats, is heated throughout with steam ‘and is equipped With the most ap
proved woodworking machinery. The lumber is delivered to the department 
from the yard or kilns on standard gage railway tracks. It is tie largest factory 
of the kind in the dominion. '

This industry utilizes door panels and cuttings from slaw and edgings of 
the lumber mills, as well as using a class of stock containing defects which 
injure its value for export, yet from which a choice quality ii cut. All sound 
cuttings down to nine inches long from the mills are saved and utilized. This 
department supplies the company’s agencies with all descriptions of finished 
building materials. The average number of haeds employed the jear round is 145.

7ESER0STD PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Fig. 4 is a rear view of the stone saw mill, blacksmithand machine shops, 
and sash, door and blind factory and general wood-working department- the view 
reaches to the dry kiln plant, the platform and corner of which is shown. This 
view gives a clear idea of the size of the wood-working department.

The export business is done through the company’s own representatives 
in Britain, with headquarters in London and Glasgow, who also manage the 
company’s warehouse and dock at 28 City Road Basin, London, England. 
Doors, etc., are also exported to Australia and South Africa. Exporting 296,- 
305 doors, 3,937,871 feet of molding, 99,592 broom handles and 109,795 feet of 
casings, in ten years, is placing North America’s forest products “where 
they will do the most good’’ for the producers. In connection with this depart
ment, but at a safe distance as regards fire, are located the

DRY KILNS.
Fig. 6 shows the dry kiln department, a brick and terra cotta building 

two stories in bight, 68x70 feet, divided below into four rooms, each 9x17x70 
feet, -rhe upper part is in two rooms. To the right of the view is shown the 
heater room, in which is located a 140 inch Sturtevant company steam fan, 
with 6,000 feet of pipe in the heater. These kilns have the secondary air duct 
connection, built of porous terra cotta, and is one of the best kiln plants ever 
erected by the Sturtevant company. Its capacity is 50,000 feet daily. At the 
left end of the building is the boiler plant for this department—three of 30-horse 
power each, but it is ordinarily operated with two. There is independent live 
steam connections to each kiln room, and a large fire pump in the boiler house 
is for fire protection. Over the kiln building, in the distance, can be seen the 
main office building, and to its right “the stone mill.” All the lumber is handled 
to and from the kilns on standard gage railway by switching engines. William 
Irving, who began with the company in 1874 when the department was started, 
has held the position of manager of the sash, door and woodworking depart
ment from the start. Seventeen years is a creditable record.

THE SHIP YARD.
This yard was first established in 1867 for the building and repairing of 

wooden vessels engaged in the trade of the great lakes. In it are used large 
quantities of timber and lumber produced by the mills of the company. In 
connection with the yard there are hauling-out “ways," for dockage, equal to 
the requirements of these waters. There is a smith’s shop, boiler repair shop, and 
the necessary machinery with which to do the work. The side wheel steamer 
seen in Fig. 7 is the Southern Belle, which figured in the “late unpleasantness” 
between the states. Mr. Evans, shipwright and designer, has been superin
tendent since 1881, and has been in the employ of the company more than 20 
years. He also has charge of the car department, in which he is aided by an 
experienced builder of railway coaches and cars.

Fig. 7 is a view of the ship yard from the south. The white building in the 
middle distance is the Deseronto hotel; to its right is the roof outline of the 
O’Conner house.

THE CAR SHOPS—DESERONTO.
In 1887 a department for building and repairing railway cars was added, and 

it has produced for Canadian railways 500 freight cars and 15 passenger cars, 
aside from the construction of new, and the rebuilding of old. cars and coaches 
used on the company’s own lines of road. In Fig. 8 the building to the left is 
the office of this department. In the foreground to the right is the construction 
shed. This department has become an important and profitable factor in the 
company’s business; yet it is not intended that it shall do more than work to 
advantage the material produced by the company’s mills that is best adapted for 
car construction. Four hundred cars a year is the maximum number that the 
present shops and appliances can turn out. The machinery is all new and ample. 
The Dodge Wood Split Pulley Company’s system of rope transmission is used 
to deliver 75 horse power a distance of 330 feet to a portion of the. car shops. 
This system has been in use two years and has proven to be economical and 
satisfactory.

From the waste of this department are made railway safety blocks, hard
wood dowels, hame cuttings, wagon spokes and felloes, pike poles and hand 
pikes, and the balance is utilized at the wood distilling works.

THE CEDAR MILL—’DESERONTO.
This mill was started in a small way in 1872 to meet a demand from the 

United States for cedar timber cut to suitable shapes for railroad sleepers, fence 
poets, shingles, etc., and for pine, hemlock, etc., cut long lengths for structural 
purposes, and to saw plank and other stuff for the company’s ship work. As 
shown in Fig. 9 it is a two and three story structure of wood, the outside walls 
lined with brick, with stone partition walls. The size is 60x180 feet with an 
addition of 30x85, fltted'with automatic sprinklers and steam force pumps. The 
boiler and engine room is fire-proof. This mill is fully equipped with the best 
class of machinery for the economical manufacture of this class of material. It 
is connected with, and its entire output is moved by, the railroad system to the 
docks at which sail and steam vessels load, or to side tracks for inland distribu
tion by the Grand Trunk or Canadian Pacific railways. The mill is operated the 
year round. Its power equipment is a twin engine, 18x36 inch cylinders, making 
125 revolutions a minute and backed by five boilers of 375-horse power.

During the past eight years this mill has cut 41,581,980 feet of lumber. 1,529,-. 
830 railway ties. 1,817.453 fence posts. 17.295,467 lath, 185,519,875 shingles, 245,- 
000 box shooks, 2,466,500 headings, 96,703 pickets, 75,888 cords of wood, besides 
stave bolts, paving blocks and sundry other products.

THE FLOUR MILL—DESERONTO.
This industry was started in 1881, being the first full roller process mill 

started in Canada, and the second on the continent. Its capacity then was 150 
barrels daily. In the view, Fig. 10, the building to the right is the bran and flour 
storage house, 40x60 feet and 45 feet high, built of plank laid flat on top of one 
another and spiked, and sheathed with galvanized iron. In the middle ground 
is the mill proper—a stone building 45x70x45 feet, four stories, 12 to 16 feet 
each, with a one-story fire proof engine and boiler room attached to the left
hand end. Except in the winter season the steam supply is taken from a refuse 
burner boiler plant distant about 200 feet, at which wet bark and refuse is used 
for fuel. To the left of the mill and to its rear is the elevator, 50x60 feet, 65 feet 
high, with a storage capacity of 45,000 bushels. This is built of plank, laid flat, 
and spiked and is sheathed with galvanized iron.

A ready market exists for the direct and outright sale of all the products 
none being consigned for sale on commission, and the purchase of wheat is de
void of speculation. The brands of flour are copyrighted in Canada, and have a 
well-established reputation—none standing higher. The connection of the 
Kingston, Napanee & Western railway with the Canadian Pacific insures a 
cheap freight rate on Manitoba wheat, and connects with other wheat producing 
sections of Ontario. This mill is an important factor in governing the prices of 
feed and flour used in woods operations. The steamers of the bay bring grain 
from all parts of the bay to be sold or exchanged for mill products.

During the past nine years the mill has made 414,695 barrels of flour, and 
now has a capacity of a daily maximum output of 250 barrels. This department 
is in charge of Richard Rayburn, who has been in the employ of the company a 
quarter of a century or more.

THE STABLES—DESERONTO.
The stables, seen in Fig. 2, to the right of the locomotive shops, are ample 

and first-class in every respect, and can accommodate 60 horses. The food is 
cooked by steam from the machine shop; the hay is cut by power transmitted 
by wire cable to a shaft in the stable, which also operates a root cutter and hay 
press when required. The time of all horses is kept, and every department is 
charged 65 cents a day therefor, which amount generally enables th- stables ac-



count to keep harness and wagons intact, horses renewed, and leave a margin on 
the right side of the ledger.

IUSFUBK BURNERS.

Modern sawmill nomenclature designates the refuse burner as “a hell.” The 
appliance, as ordinarily used, is a ready means for hiding the results of wasteful 
methods, and is the cheapest way to get the evidences oufof sight and keep 
down a surplus.

In place of the usual refuse burner, the company erected furnaces over 
which were placed four steam boilers capable of providing 100-horse power each, 
utilizing the steam thus produced at the flour mill, and supplying the chemical 
works at a fair paying rate. Wet bark, rotten stuff, some sawdust and all “the 
holes” make a hard looking lot of fuel, but all goes. In connection with this 
steam plant, on a wharf, is an open iron roofed building, 75x396 feet, 27 feet 
high at the eaves, into which an elevated railway track runs the entire length. 
This serves to hold much of the refuse not required during the sawing season, 
and which is delivered on cars holding about two cords each and moved by steam 
motors. This refuse is used for fuel during the winter months to run the flour 
mill, dry kilns and other departments, all of which pay or account therefor at a 
proper price. This plant rids the premises of debris on a profitable basis, taking 
the place of and leaving for sale several thousands of cords of mill wood a year.

In Fig. 12 in the left distance is the terra cotta works, and to the right-left 
and just beyond the refuse burner is the wood distilling and chemical works.

THE CHEMICAL WORKS—DE8ER0NT0.
In 1887 a small experimental plant was established for the distillation of wood 

alcohol and the production of acetate of lime and charcoal, with a view to utiliz
ing the waste hardwoods produced by the various industries, and the large quan
tities of hardwoods within reach on the company lands of too small size and 
too coarse to be available for profitable manufacture into lumber. These works 
were entirely destroyed by fire in August, 1888, but were rebuilt upon a manu
facturing scale early in 1889, and now consist of 13 kilns having a capacity of 
50 cords each, one large brick building 56x140 feet, covered with asbestos roof
ing and separated into compartments by fire-proof walls, which are used for (1) 
condensers, blowers, storage and settling tanks and the manufacture of cedar oil; 
(2) engine and fire pump room; (3) wood alcohol distillation; (4) conversion of 
the pyroligneous acid into acetate of lime, iron liquor, etc. This process, the 
form of kilns used and the condensers are fully protected to the company by let
ters patent The government buys the wood alcohol; the charcoal to the extent 
of 10,000 to 12,000 bushels a month is marketed in Canada, the balance, from 
20,000 to 22,000 bushels a month, is shipped to the United States. The addition 
of a few more kilns would produce sufficient charcoal to supply an iron furnace 
of 20 tons daily capacity.

The recent railway extensions give direct connection with the principal 
iron deposits of Ontario, and the favorable location for water and rail trans
portation clearly makes possible the early establishment of an iron-making 
industry at Deseronto, which will add to the gain account of the chemical works, 
and materially increase the general prosperity of the town.

In Fig. 13 the heater room, which shows on the near side of the main 
building at its right, contains a B. F. Sturtevant Company steam fan, 140-inch, 
and heater, containing 6,150 feet of 1-inch pipe. Water, the result of con
densation, is automatically returned to the boilers. The apparatus is used for 
drying the product of the works.

THE GAB WORKS—DESERONTO.
The gas works were established in 1886, for thepurpose of furnishing 

illuminating gas for the different mills, factories, etc., of the company, and for 
lighting the streets and supplying the public. The buildings are of brick with 
iron and cement floors. The gas is made with appliances known as the 
Springler-Lowe patents, from anthracite coal, petroleum and steam, and forms 
a useful adjunct to the business of the town and a profitable department for 
the company. The output was 392,400 cubic feet a month last year, with 
a growing consumption.

THE TERRA COTTA WORKS—DESERONTO.
This industiy was undertaken in an experimental way in 1887 and the con

struction on a manufacturing basis completed in 1889, for the making of porous 
fire-proof building material from the requisite proportion of saw-dust and clay 
mixed, pressed and dried, and burned in kilns for that purpose. The sawdust 
consumed in the process of burning furnishes largely the fuel required to render 
the product of the hardness and porosity required. This ware is about one-third 
the weight per cubic foot of ordinary building brick, still retaining ample 
strength and possessing increased heat resisting qualities. It is used in most 
modern fire-proof buildings in Canada and in the United States, and is receiving 
the unqualified approval of architects and builders of both countries. The 
product, the process and many of the appliances for its manufacture are 
patented and owned or controlled by the Rathbun Company. The material 
can be manufactured in a variety of forms, and is used largely in the place of 
brick, stone or wood for outside walls, partitions, floors, arches, roofing, ceiling 
and encircling iron or wood columns for fire protection. This enterprise was 
undertaken to utilize the waste sawdust, etc., of the mills, and the large and 
valuable beds of clay existing on the company’s lands at Napanee mills on the 
line of Kingston, Napanee & Western railway. These works are shown in 
Fig. 15.
_ STORE DEPARTMENT—DESERONTO.

This business was established in 1850, for the purpose of enabling the 
purchase of supplies and furnishing the woods operators and workmen generally 
with all classes of goods at reasonable cost. The workmen are paid every two 
weeks, in money, and they are free to purchase at the company’s store or else
where. Limited credits are allowed to the workmen, and to insure proper 
supervision of this the paymaster’s office is in connection with the store, and 
his daily records of time worked are open to the manager of the s^re. Credit 
is limited to the actual wages earned. During the past If years the sales 
aggregated $1,205,117.07. A. A. Richardson, manager, began with the com
pany as a clerk in 1871.

f THE OSWEGO YARD.

The property at Oswego, N. Y„ as shown in Fig. 16, consists of water front
ages, docks and storage facilities, to which additions have been made as the 
growth of trade demanded. The growing business indicates the advantages of 
the location. Starting in 1880 with a trade amounting to $'.59,242.85, it has 
done a business in 11 years amounting to $4,374,243,48. In addition to the above 
an average of from 15,000,000 to 20.000,000 feet of lumber have annually been 
transhipped to Albany, N. Y. Since 1882 it has been under the management of 
Charles H. Bond, who has grown up in the lumber business.

THE EAGLE MILL, ROSSMORE.
The Eagle mill was acquired by the company in 1879, together with valuable 

timber lands, by purchase, and is located on the Bay of Quinte, 18 miles west of 
Deseronto, and is one mile from Belleville. It is a wooden structure 68x123 feet 
with an addition 16x60, and is well equipped with machinery, power, fire appli
ances, water frontage, docks and lands for storage purposes, and dwellings 
for workmen. For the past few years it has been principally occupied in the 
manufacture of hemlock, basswood and ash lumber, the demand for which 
is growing. During the past nine years it has cut 78,024,472 feet of lumber, 
14,000,000 lath, millions of pieces of product in other shape even down to blind 
slats. This mill is now being dismantled.

THE CAMBELLFORD SAW MILL
was located on the Trent river in 1886 for the purpose of manufacturing railway

/
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ties, and the sawing of such logs other than pine as were found to be inclined 
to become water-logged when they reached that point, and thus save them 
from probable loss on the way down the river. It is newly equipped with 
machinery, and has ample facilities in the way of land. It is connected by 
railway direct to the mill, and is the headquarters for a part of the Trent 
river logging operations under the management of Thomas Callaghan. 
During the past four years the mill has cut 350,000 railway ties, 5,941,223 
feet of lumber, 1,323,250 shingles, 3,851,300 lath, besides headings, pickets, 
broom handles, etc.

THE TORONTO AGENCY
was established in 1881 for the purpose of purchasing lumber and forest 
products on the lines of railway tributary thereto, and on the north shore of 
the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron to supply the requirements of the Oswego 
yard and the factory at Deseronto, which could be thus better met than by the 
company’s mills alone. This point is also a center for the purchase of red 
oak, basswood, ash and red birch, which are found north and west from 
Toronto, the handling of which has become an important factor of the 
Oswego yard. During the past seven years the agency has bought 35,768,909 
feet of lumber, largely of the better grades, 7,506,750 shingles and 596,250 lath. 
T. W. Walker is in charge of this department

THE OTTAWA AGENCY.
At Ottawa, the greatest lumber center in Canada, and one of the prettiest 

cities on earth, this agency was located for the purpose of purchasing rail
way ties, lumber, etc., for the Oswego department and the retail yards. It 
has purchased and manufactured during the past seven years 142,538,770 
feet of lumber, 55,177,250 lath, 1,394,580 railway ties, besides shingles, 
pickets, fence posts, telegraph poles, cedar timber, paving blocks and pulp 
wood. This department is in charge of F. W. Powell, who began with 
the company in 1879 as a lumber inspector and buyer. In 1883 when the 
Ottawa agency was established he was placed in charge and has so continued 
ever since.

THE MIDLAND RAILWAY DEPARTMENT WITH HEADQUARTERS AT 
LINDSAY, ONT.

. This title is used to distinguish a business started inl882 for the purpose 
of purchasing forest products along the line of the Midland, and Northern 
& Northwestern divisions of the Grand Trunk railway. During the past 
five years it has purchased 7,878,000 feet of lumber, 7,000,000 shingles, 
1,596,843 railway ties, besides fence posts, lath and wood. Since January, 
1890, the company has worked a small saw mill at Lindsay for the manu
facture of material purchased on the waters tributary to that point, and 
which cannot be profitably driven to its other mills. G. H. M. Baker 
handles this department

RETAIL YARDS.

From these yards, located at places as stated elsewhere, has been sold 
material during the last 11 years to the amount of $3,282,201.68. In addition 
to this vast volume of business the Kingston agency purchased during the 
past four years 10,695,874 feet of lumber, 6,743,000 shingles, 5,390,700 lath, 
476,227 railway ties, besides posts, pickets and cord wood. All of the agen
cies sell, collect and remit to the general office, sending daily detailed reports 
of sales, etc.

THE WHOLESALE COAL DEPARTMENT
was undertaken in a small way in 1880 to supply from the United States on 
the most advantageous conditions anthracite and bituminous coal for the re
tail yards to handle in connection with the sale of lumber, etc. It has been 
found to be an economical factor in the working of the company's business, 
furnishing return freights for its vessels engaged in transporting forest pro
ducts to the American markets, and an article of some profit for the yards 
to retail. A large wholesale business is transacted with other retailers in 
central Ontario. From 1884 to 1890 inclusive the sales were 355,113 tons.

THE NAPANEE CEMENT WORKS
are incorporated, the capital stock of which is controlled by the Rathbun 
Company. The works are located on tl^e Napanee river at Napanee Mills, 
a station on the Kingston, Napanee & Western railway, spurs from which 
run into the various departments of the works.

Fig. 17.—In the building at the right is a brick stave factory; between it 
and the three-story building to its left, 2,000 feet distant, is the cooper 
shop. The three-story stone mill with engine houses is to the left of the 
stave factory. To the left of the stave mill is the native hydraulic cement 
kilns, and farther to the left three Portland cement kilns.

In the main building to the left center of the view is ^he engine and 
boiler room, and a heater room, containing a B. F. Sturtevant Company 
140-inch steam fan, with 6,150 feet of inch pipe used for drying purposes. 
The transmission of 150-horse power from the engine to the line shaft will 
be the system of rope transmission, manufactured by the Dodge Wood Split 
Pulley Company, of Toronto, Ont.; there will be twelve wraps of 1-inch 
rope with 9-foot 6-inch grooved driving pulley and..5-foot 6-inch driven 
pulley and necessary tightener and idler pulleys. This is considered a model 
of power transmission, owing to the driver shaft being, out of line with the 
engine shaft to the extent of 23 degrees. In this building is the office. Hid 
by the main building is a building containing the drying tunnels. The open 
buildings, in course of construction, will contain clay bins and mixing 
machinery.

The property consists of 150 acres of land, on which are located exten
sive and valuable beds of clays suitable for the manufacture of red and white 
building brick and terra cotta. Cars are loaded with clay at these beds and 
transported by the Kingston, Napanee & Western railway to the terra cotta 
and brick works at Deseronto, and many of the cars return loaded with elm 
stave bolts and hoop lumber manufactured at Deseronto, and with mill refuse 
for use in burning lime and cement and for furnishing motive power for their 
manufacture. The works have extensive quarries of hydraulic cement stone, 
building stone, lime stone, excellent for conversion into Roach lime. They 
have orders in hand for over 20,000 barrels of cement for 1891 and 1892 
delivery for enlarging the St. Lawrence canals, and for thousands of flour and 
apple barrels for distribution by rail and water via Deseronto.

In 1890 the company acquired patents for Canada for the manufacture 
of Portland cement from clay and marl, and the necessary buildings for pro
ducing it are now in course of construction, to be completed in early Septem
ber, shown as the incomplete part in Fig. 17. The clay and marl is found on 
lands belonging to the company and located convenient to the works. This 
department is under the superintendence of E. Bravender.

THE DESERONTO NAVIGATION COMPANY—DESERONTO.
This company was incorporated in 1880 for the purpose of transporting the 

products manufactured by the Rathbun Company, at the most economical 
rates, and has proven a valuable factor in developing Deseronto industries. 
It owns six steam freight and passenger boats, three steam tugs and three 
tow barges, used in the passenger and freight traffic on the Bay of Quinte, 

. Lake Ontario, Rideau canal and the river St. Lawrence. The fuel used is 
chiefly mill refuse.

THE THOUSAND ISLANDS RAILWAY

was incorporated under the railway act of the Dominion of Canada, and 
extends from the river St. Lawrence to a junction with the Grand Trunk 
railway, a distance of about four miles. The capital stock is owned by the 
Rathbun Company, which has large interests at Gananoque, a thriving and



important manufacturing town of about 4,000 inhabi
tants on the river St. Lawrence, opposite a beautiful 
portion of the Thousand Isles. The railway was built 
to furnish the town and the Rathbun Company with 
better facilities for transacting the large iron, coal, 

1 umber and general manufacturing business carried on 
at this place. The road cost, including equipment.

7;

College and School o.! Practical Science, and consulting 
engineer, showing remits equal to metallic iron, 64.12; 
sulphur, 0.040; phosphorous, 0.017. It is a hematite of 

I excellent quality. Fer the year ending June 30, 18W,

SSrjS tnereis nothing lacking tn the way of tools 
' and appliances for the proper working of the 

i’ne- owned equipment consists of five 
■MES locomotives, seven passenger coaches, three 

express, Hail and baggage cars, two freight 
vans, twelve box and 85 flat cars. There are 
also four attachable snow plows, and extra 
trucks in reserve for all the rolling stock.

There ire valuable deposits of iron ore 
along the line of the railway and contiguous to it, which 
will likely give a large tonnage in the near future. An an
alysis of samples of red iron ore from near Tamwortb,

FIG 6.—DBY KILNS.

and Napaiee Mills are growing consumers 
of coal anl other products with which local 
contributims from natural resources provide 
outbound tonnage. At every station the 
company las ample aud well graded station 
grounds, adings, and commodious two-story 
station hotses with dwelling accommodations 
for its ageits. An attractive feature is the 
almost unversality of grass plats, borders 
in colors and flower beds at the station 
grounds, and flower pots in the station house 
windows, and an admirer of beauty could 
scarcely fell to notice an occasional lady 
telegraph operator. A majority of the sta
tion bouses are built of terra cotta faced 
with cement—safe as a Are risk, cool in sum
mer and warm in winter.

At Napanee there are immediately adjoin
ing the Grand Trunk railway from 18 to 20 
acres of land, upon which are eight to 10 
dwelling 'houses and a large car storage 
buildins, ample sidings, a Y, and a small 
locomotive house and repair shop. Near at 
hand ii- a commodious two-story building 
occupied'by the superintendent of the raiL 
way, H. B. Sherwood, and his assistants. 
In addition to the resources along the line 
of the road, as stated, there are three large 
and prosperous paper mills and the cement 
and barrel works fully described elsewhere, 
which afiSrd a great quantity of freight

The railway is well constructed, gravel 
ballasted, well fenced—largely with woven 
wire—and has five substantial steel bridges. 
The right of way is well cleared up, and

most promising property.

about $80,000. In connection with this road the 
company has a ferry steamer running through the 
Thousand Isles to Clayton, in New York state, making 
a short, delightful and economical route toNew York city 
and state points. It is exempt from taxation. The con
struction is in every way of the highest order, with 
iron bridges, spurs and sidings to nearly every industry 
in the town. It has a steady, growing traffic and is a

THE BAY OF QUINTE RAILWAY & NAVI
GATION COMPANY

was incorporated in March. 1881, under the 
railway act of the Dominion of eCanada, 
and extends from the water’s edge at Dese
ronto to a junction with the Grand Trunk 
railway, a distance of four miles. It was 
undertaken for the purpose of receiving raw 
material and giving speedy and economical 
distribution of the products of the manufact
uring property at Deseronto by rail, and is a 
first-class, standard gage railway in every 
respect. The Grand Trunk encouraged the 
enterprise by granting favorable traffic ar
rangements. The capital stock of the com
pany is owned by the Rathbun Company. 
In 1890, 5,500 car loads of freight were 
handled, besides a large number of passen
gers, and on July 1 assumed under lease the 
control and operation of

THE KINGSTON, NAPANEE * WESTERN 
RAILWAY COMPANY, 

which is incorporated under the general rail
way act of the Dominion, and extends from 
a junction with the Grand Trunk railway at 
Napanee to the village of Tweed, a distance 
of 50 miles, and from Yarker to Harrow
smith, a distance of seven miles, with equal 
running powers over the Kingston & Pem
broke railway from Harrowsmith into 
Kingston, a distance of 19 miles, making 
the line aggregate 78 miles in length. It 
was built and equipped at a cost of $877,- 
025 82, and the Rathbun Company owns all 
the stock. The results obtained by its con
struction are (1) a connection with the 
Napanee, Salmon and Moira rivers, which 
enables to be loaded on cars and delivered 
at Deseronto such forest products as will not 
float to the mouths of those streams, and ship 
such material as requires no further prepara
tion from the foregoing streams to customers 
direct; (2) it secures a greater supply of raw 
materials for the industries at Deseronto; (3) securesit
at Tweed a direct and economical connection with the 
region between that point and west to Peterboro and 
east to Sharbot lake, districts abounding in a variety 
of forest products; (4) at and beyond Harrowsmith it 
secures connection with a large additional territory along 
the line of the Kingston & Pembroke railway, and the 
rivers Mississippi, Madawaska and Bonnechere, which 
are in a country still abounding with a large supply 
of forest materials, and of which the Rathbun Com
pany now receives large quantities; (5) it has brought 

within reach of Deseronto the iron deposits in the dis
tricts traversed by the Kingston & Pembroke, Canadian 
Pacific and Central Ontario railways, as well as those 
along the line of the Belleville & North Hastings railway.

All of these sources and avenues of supply will very 
materially prolong the existence of the company’s lum
bering and other industries at Deseronto, and will be 

feeders to the wood distilling works and charcoal indus
try and charcoal and iron works yet to be developed, all 
of which will be growing factors after some of the other 
industries named are on the decline. Along the line of 
the road are the lakes Varty, Beaver, White and Stoco, 
beautiful places of resort.

Kingston, the Largest city of central Ontario, is the 
most important water route terminal. From this'port 
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FIG. 7.—SHIP YARD—DESERONTO,

steamers start hourly for the attractive Thousand Isles, 
and several steamboat lines afford connection with Os
wego, Rochester and other lake ports.

This railway traverses a country portions of which 
arc very rich in hardwood timber and unexcelled in ag
ricultural resources, and a country many parts of which 
aie very picturesque. A large number of cattle are raised 
and shipped for export, and cheese factories are found 
scattered all over the country.

At Tweed there is a commodious terra cotta locomo
tive house, heated with steam, and a repair shop, all new 

and complete. There is a good water supply, a large 
yard with sidings and terminal facilities used in connec
tion with the Canadiai Pacific.

At Tamwortb there is a turn table and at Yarker a Y 
and extensive sidings, this being the junction of trains 
for Napanee and Kingston.

The villages of Wrrowsmith, Stoco, Larkins, Cole 
brook. Yirker, East Camden, Newburgh

the railway has transported 34,216 passengers, 55,966 
tons of freight with a train mileage of 82,029 miles, by 
no means bad for the first year’s business of the line as 
extended. Mfc&r. -

W PROTECTION.

A steam fire engine^ located in the brick locomotive 
shop. There-.are l^niiles of telephone anti fire alarm 
wires on the COOMn^’s property. Ten steam fire pumps 
are kept ready or distant service, and 12 watchmen, 
employed. . •
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As an organization the Rathbun Company is prob
ably as complete as human ability can make it. Sepa
rate departments under competent hands all work as a 
harmonious whole, and with an economy that is not sur
passed.

E. W. Rathbun was made general manager in 1862, 
when about 20 years of age, and has been its manager

the third or finishing cylinder is intended to be covered 
with a very fine grade of sand-paper, by which the work

I is polished.
Connell & Dengler, Rochester, N. Y., have put in a 

matcher and single surfacer,three swing saws and resaw.
J. S. Graham & Co., Rochester, N. Y., have also fur- I 

nished three swing saws and a feed resaw.
A large number of the machines in use in the wood-

«untn an

working shops were furnished by Rowley & Hermance, 
Williamsport, Pa.

Machinery was also furnished by J. A. Fay & Co., N. 
B. Tidey, the Williamsport Machinery Company, Adams 
& Son, Cant, Growley & Co., Greenlee Bros., Cameron 
& Co., the H. B. Smith Machine-Company and the B. 
F. Sturtevant Company, the latter furnishing two large 
shaving exhausters.

FIG. 9.—CEDAR MILL—DESERONTO.

CANADIAN CORRESPONDENCE. and secure goodare through have the call on 
prices.

Trade at Hamilton.
Hamilton, Ont., August 29.—We believe our Cana

dian trade has not always been fairly reflected in United 
States trade journals. This charge rests more lightly 
upon the Northwestern Lumberman than upon some 
other journals which have made little or no effort to in
form themselves regarding their neighbors, but, unfor
tunately, the brunt of it must be borne by the Lumber
man as a penalty for its greater popularity.

Of one thing we are sure, duringthe present stagna 
tion our mill men could not do better than take time to 
establish a standard of grading. '’This would put big- 
money In their pockets, by preventing it’s going out of 
them to the kickers that thrive up-m the indifference 
shown in this respect; for it is quite true, notwithstand
ing the nice price lista published-from Toronto and 
other places, that there is no. staidard of inspection 
here, about which any two hoMU men agree, to say

under ordinary circumstances, lead to. This 
is due partly to the wisdom of some of our 
large operators in reducing the log cut of last 
winter, and further to the wisdom of dame 
nature in withholding rail after many booms 
were in the rivers, with he result that they 
Will remain there until next season. In some 
such cases the owners might not agree with 
us as to the beneficent effect of the latter con
dition, butin business as in civil matters, “the 
greatest good of the greatest number’’ is 
sound doctrine. Stocks, therefore, are not to 
be called excessive or unwieldy, but they are 
not gilt edge, as the teidency, the moment 
hard times struck us, wk to work off by cut 
prices the stock that most quickly enlarged 
our bank balance, and generally speaking, a 
small cut will effect that with good lumber, 
of which the country never gets too much, 

. The remainder, however, will require pa
tience and care to dispose of before another 
season’s cut is on us. The diminished de
mand already spoken of is the result of gen- 

. eral depression, which in turn has succeeded 
several bad crops, overbading at home, the 
reaction from South America, which was a 
good customer of Canadian lumbermen, and, 
as a Consequence of the financial crisis, the 
tightening of the purse strings by our bank
ers, who are supposed to hear the noise of 
these things afar, and thiow out a life-line of 
advice to retrench while there is time. We 
already see the clouds lifting, however, and 
so far as crops are concerned Ontario has 
made the turn, and with the best yield in 
many years may fairly- hope to quickly re
cover herself. The improved demand for 
stock must begin at home, and by guarding 
against a tendency to push things too rapidly, 
a healthyfeeling will be restored, and if other 
sections have adopted the same course the 
facilities for outside exchange will greatly 
enlarge, and we shall feel our feet again. 
Money is already much easier and nearer to 

normal rates, which are from 6 to 7 per cent for ordinary 
commercial paper.

We can give no figures touching the probable output 
of the mills for this or next season, but in a general way 
have learned that it will not be up to the average for the 
past few years. There is a considerable number of im
provements being prosecuted in the country, which call 
for quantities of special dimension, er as it is called here 
“bill timber,” and the mills that can cut after others

FIG. 8.—CAR WORKS—DESERONTO.

29 years. When he assumed the position the assets of 
the company were about $50,000. The thoughtful plan 
of the father, developed by an able son and seconded 
by the hearty co-operation of his brothers, has built up 
one of the strongest corporations in the lumber business 
on the western continent. Mr. Rathbun is 49 years old, 
is affable, self-possessed and calculating. He is one of 
the most modest of men, and will be the most surprised 
man in the Dominion when he first learns of the enter
prise of the Lumberman in presenting its readers 
with his portrait. n——

Frederic S. Rathbun, secretary and treasurer, 
and acting manager in the absence of the man
ager, presides over 25 assistants. He first did |i' ‘ 
service in the office in 1872, is 35 years old, quick, 
keen, competent, systematic and, all told, a , 
broad-gage business man,

Herbert B. Rathbun is superintendent of gen- ■,/*< 
eral outside work, is 28 years old, quick, aggres
sive and tenacious.

E. Walter Rathbun is superintendent of the 
terra cotta works and wood distilling and chemi
cal works.

An examination of the property and contact 
with the members of the company most favor
ably impressed the representative of the Lum- foil 
berman. Perfect organization, a thoroughly 
systematized business and economy without 
niggardliness are apparent. The officers, heads 
of departments and many of the employes have 
been connected with the concern so long that 
their term of service will average at least 20 
years. Vacancies, so far as practicable, are filled 
by promotion based on merit, which thus en
courages faithful service. Cordial, hearty good 
will is apparent to a marked degree, and has 
materially contributed to the gigantic results 
attained.

Machinery In the Rathbun Mill.
Levi Houston, Montgomery Station, Pa., has fcw-v, 

furnished a number of machines, including a IM 
molder, a door sticker, a blind rabbeter and 
jointer, a tenoner and a dovetailing machine.

The molding machine is made in different 
styles, one of which is adapted to all the finer 
grades of work done on a more expensive ma- 
chine, having the advantage of both an inside 
and outside machine. The door sticker has a * 
powerful feed and an adjustable top table with 
an adjustable guide on it, and a head on the 
main top shaft projecting through it, which is 
used particularly for relishing door styles. The blind I 
rabbeting and jointing machine admits of feeding the 
blind on its edge, thus doing away with a wide table to J 
admit of rabbeting a wide blind. ' The dovetailing ma- ' 
chine for sash is designed to greatly reduce the working 
process and cost of production.

The Berlin Machine Works, Beloit, Wis., has furnished | 
one of its well-known Invincible sanders. It has three j 
drums, each carrying a different grade of sand-paper. The j 
first or cutting cylinder does the heaviest part of the work, I 
the second cuts out the scratches left by the first, and

Our trade in lumber being cuofinei largely to Ontario, 
we can only refer to other Bectionainciaentally, and as 
they touch Ontario’s interests.

Trade for 1891 has been decidedly off, and with only 
four months of the year remaining two of which may 
prove to be part of a good Canadian winter, it is ex 
tremely doubtful if wc shall “catch our breath.” Prices, 
we are thankful to say, have not become so demoralized 

as the diminished demand for lumber would,



u
nothi-ig of one honest man and a rogue, or two rogues. 
But it is quite likely if we wait for the mill men to 
adopt a standard, we will never have it, and if the diffi
culty is tackled by the jobbers it will be solved as it was 
at Chicago years ago, although they will meet many 
obstacles, principally that of the mill man selling direct 
to the retailer and in many cases to the consumer, while 
trying to hold the middleman’s connection.

Being timber men as well as lumber men—there is a 
distinction here—we may be excused for saying a word 
in this way. Quebec is the center of the Canadian tim
ber trade, although its ramifications extend to Michigan, 
Missouri, Kentucky and Virginia, with all the territory 
intervening between these states and the city named. 
Quebec has not yet ceased to talk of the great failure of 
a year ago, or more, when Smith, Wade & Co. went 
under with an immense stock bought. It is well known 
now that there were those handy who knew how to turn 
such an event to good account, and by taking the timber 
off hands at half price, and securing half rates from 
vessel owners who were offered that or the option of 
enforcing a contract against a defunct firm, made a 
handsome thing by filling the firm’s orders at prices 
agreed upon originally, as the timber was all under con
tract in Europe. Until the smell of this has blown away 
timber will not be timber in Quebec, but if that course 
is pursued which is usually prompted by good judgment 
in such cases, the desired end is not far off.

Pine is improving slightly, but oak, which is next in 
importance, is quite otherwise, and only an abnormal de
mand across the water or a continued restriction of out
put at home can hasten the dawn of better prices and 
reduced stocks.

If by any means better rates could be secured over 
American roads to Canadian centers, we can see where a 
decided improvement in general trade between us and 

FIG. 10.—FLOUR MILL—DESERONTO.

the states we have named before could be secured, for 
we are short in many kinds of hardwood which are not 
dutiable, and the only effect of the 30 to 45-cent rate now 
current is to run the price of our limited home supply' 
out of sight; cut us off from profiting by the cheaper 
woods the states have; restricting the demand to the 
sorts that are abundant and cheap here, but which have 
no merit of beauty or fiber, such as elm, basswood, etc. 
If the Northwestern Lumberman could bring to bear 
on any of our difficulties the force of its great mind and 
hand, it would be doing a nice neighborly act. We say 
this from personal knowledge of its influence on the 
trade in the United States, for the writer has been only 
two years in business here, and it is possibly due to the 
fact of his former experience having been acquired 
across the line that he sees anything out of gear here; 
for, while Canadians are not quite as slow as they are 
generally charged with being, and in many things could 
give our neighbors pointers, yet it is true to a large ex
tent that we follow beaten paths too much, and are too 
well satisfied with what was good enough for our 

atfathers, or what seems good enough for our neighbors 
home. The Bradley, Morris & Reid Company, 

James McBain Reid, Secretary and Manager.

Favors “ Unrestricted Reciprocity.”
Toronto, Ont.. September 1.—For a summer outing 

Canada offers advantages most inviting to tourists. There 
are beautiful landscapes clad in the perfection of vegeta
tion, while substantially improved farms, villages, towns 
and cities, evidence thrift, cleanliness and comfort, and 
good hotels at reasonable prices. A trip leisurely made is 
an eye-opener. Canada is reported by some as a cold 
country, and her people as behind the times. It possesses 
great resources which, under conditions which prevail in 
the states, would make an inviting field for immigrants 

and make a great nation. It is true that the winters are 
cold, but no colder than in Michigan and Wisconsin, and 
the mercury does not range as high in summer nor 
as low in winter as it does in the Dakotas. The 
winter air is dry and electric to a degree that illumin
ating gas may be lighted with the tip of a finger. 
Comfortable houses, an invigorating atmosphere and 
good living show in the healthful and contented appear
ance of the people.

In proportion to her population Canada has manufact
uring establishments which, in size, equipment, quality 
of output and ability of management, will compare 
favorably with those in the states. She has resources 
which will make her strong financially; only two ele
ments are lacking, namely, population and money. The 
outlook for both” of these is at present bad, but both 
may be obtained.

When I was making my adieu a native asked, “When 
will we see you back in this God forsaken country?’’

I answered, “This would make mighty good United 
States;” with a knowing smile he remarked, “ We will 
think about that.”

The fact is, they have a good deal to “think” about. 
There is more “thinking” going on in Canada than in 
the states; political scandals discount the days of the 
Tweed legime in New York, but a righteously indignant 
public opinion is after the rascals with the fine tooth 
comb of legislative inquiry committees.

The census—just made public—is a great disappoint
ment. Allowing for the natural increase, and adding' 
'the immigrants, these returns ought, according to this 
estimate, to show a total population of 6,291,000, or 
1,400,000 more than there are. Several weeks ago a 
Toronto paper aptly remarked, “Canada is a breeding 
ground for the United States."

Canadians make good citizens, and we are proud of 

them. So far as I have been able to learn the people 
of the states are proud of Canada for a neighbor, and 
believe that the more freely we can mingle in business 
the better for both countries. In my day I hope to see 
Canada take down her line fence—on our border—and 
build as high as our fence against the rest of the world; 
this makes unrestricted reciprocity.

But my Canadian friend, especially if a manufacturer, 
cries “Halt! we cannot stand it; as a nation we will be 
Americanized, and your manufactures would swamp us.”

In some of the New England states a large proportion 
of the agricultural land is owned by Canadian immi
grants and a large proportion of the local population is 
Canadians, or were, but they have become Americanized.

The growler is always abroad, and Canadian railways 
are criticised and cussed on general principles. The 
Grand Trunk railway is a great corporation, operating 
about 4,000 miles of road and 40,000 cars and coaches. 
Its road-bed and equipment are first-class. From Port
land, Me., or Boston, Mass., to Chicago makes along 
line, with hundreds of junction points, all of which are 
factors in the movement of trains; if the train is not held 
for trains on connecting roads, which may be late, the 
kicker can put in his best work, and if a train is held 
there its passengers load the air with all sorts of un- 
complimentaiy things. But the kicker, to the contrary 
notwithstanding, a trip over the Chicago & Grand Trunk 
to Detroit and thence east via Hamilton andToronto and 
Montreal, is a delightful one to take during the summer.

M. C. H.

Good Fall Trade Expected at Windsor.
Windsor, Ont., September 1.—The market has been 

a trifle dull, and prices remain about the same as last 
year. The general impression among the retail men is 
that they anticipate a good fall trade, owing to the fact 

that the crops were never better. Tley estimate the fall 
wheat yield at an average of 35 bushds and the oat crop 
equally as good. There were some diubts as to the corn 
crop, but the recent rains have brighened the hopes of 
the farmer.

Although we are aware that it take two or three good 
{ears, such as this, to bring buainessmd the money mar- 

et to an easy basis, yet we feel no hesitation in bearing 
out the opinion of the retailers as to-he outlook for the 
fall trade.

Notwithstanding the low rate of freghts from Georgian 
bay ports, there has been comparaively little lumber 
shipping. There seems to be a scarcity of the following 
grades: 1}, 1| and 2-clear and picks, also good 6 inch 
strips and dry lumber. They are cairying heavy stocks 
of other grades.

Shingles and lath have been in go«d demand.
Before closing we cannot permit thia opportunity to 

pass without complimenting the Lumberman on its 
special efforts in placing before its readers such import
ant and thoroughly reliable statistics of the lumber mar
ket throughout the world, and I an sure it cannot but 
meet with the hearty endorsement ol all interested in the
lumber trade. Robert Thomson & Co., 

By Jnc. H. Alexander.

On Georgian Bay.
Penetanguishene, Ont., August 31.—Lumber sales' 

on the Georgian bay have been slow all summer, except 
in the better grades, box lumber am. mill culls being at 
present a drug on the market Buyers are now begin
ning to come round looking for a tail stock, and some 
extra long- headed ones are purchasing for spring deliv
ery. It is almost a certainty now that freight rates will 
be very stiff in the fall, and the dealers who are laying in 

their stock now will not regret it later on. The 
output on the bay for this year will fall consider
ably below the average, owhg to the light stocks 
that were taken out last wiiter, and the number 
of logs that was hung up it the spring. Many 
were hung up on the Spanisi river this year, ow
ing to the low water in the spring. This is the 
first time on record that this stream has gone 
back on the drives, and owiers of limits on this 
river, as well as on the- enialler streams, began 
to feel troubled about the:r possessions. It is 
estimated that the total shor age on the Georgian 
bay will reach 150,000,000 fiet as compared with 
the cut of previous years. 1 considerable quan
tity of logs will be towed across to Michigan this 
season. So far towing has been entirely success
ful. The Michigan Log Te wing Company took 
across a raft of 3,000,000 feet from the south 
end of the bay to Tawas for F. W. Gilchrist, of 
Alpena.' One of the very worst gales of the 
summer caught this tow <Mt in the lake, but it 
arrived safely without,Uh claimed, the loss of 
a log. The iug Gladiator .ook this raft across, 
the booms being of the roost approved style. 
The success of lake towing is now beyond ques
tion, and Saginaw valley mils will no doubt in 
consequence receive a new ease of life.

The Emery Lumber Coupany, which owns a 
large saw mill at Midland, is not sawing there 
this year. r *

A number of limit* hare recently changed 
hands, and there are manj people exploring at 
present. Some Saginaw’nen who have pur
chased limits in Canada Walch did not turn out 
as well as expected, havegiven all pine lands 
here a black eye, but the fart remains that there 
is good pine here as. well »g poor. There are, 
however, very few good be-ths offering for sale, 
most people ownings^good pine preferring to 
hold on to it and work 4t themselves rather 
than dispose of it. Then is a very false idea 
as to the quantity of available pine on the 
north shore of the Georgiin bay. Those who’ 
have not taken the troube to inquire into the 
matter imagine that the su)ply is unlimited, but 

purchasers will find it very hard U get suitable berths 
in a year or two. Anybody ownirg convenient berths 
with good lumber on them, and asking a good price, are 
looked upon as unreasonable, tut tiere is no doubt that 
a good berth at a high price is bettor than a poor one at 
a gift.

Business Bli d.
Bridgewater, N. S., August 81 J—There is very little 

to note in lumber matters in this nijghlgirhood this tea- 
son, as we had not much lumber to handle, and there 
does not seem much demand for wlat is on band. Only 
one cargo of ordinary size has left She Lahare this year, 
and we hope our authorities may be satisfied with the 
prostration they have caused by cosing the saw mills. 

’The fish are certainly not disturbec by logs or vessels, 
and the harbor is quite capable of floating all the craft 
likely to come here to bring .auteur fishermen and 
hunters. Times are hard, money.:>ery scarce, and fail
ures in business occur every month, Another two years 
of the same kind will leave u* notiing to do but cater 
to the American summer visitor.in^be hot season.

___________Frank Davison, 
i_____________________________________ V*.

Hardwoods In the Georglari Bay District.
Hepworth, Ont., Sept. 1.—Out principal production 

on this peninsula is hard maple, so t and rock elm,black 
ash, beech, basswood, hemlock anl cedar. Hardwood 
was in active demand early, in tie season for Boston, 
New York and other eastern maiketB, but of late has 
fallen off very much. Rates to Nev York from here are 
18| cents a hundred, and to Boston and points in Massa
chusetts 231 cents a hundred.

Lumbermen here find the local rates on these cheap 
grades of lumber very oppressive, specially on hemlock. 
The local rate for a distance of fron 125 to 150 miles is 1J
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| cents. There are liberal stocks of hard maple, elm, basswood and hemlock 
still held by manufacturers, but in view of the present prospect of a very 
large harvest, lumbermen are looking forward to a boom this fall. PriceSToK, 
hemlock, ordinary lengths, at the mills, are $6.50 a thousand; hard maple, 
first and second, $12; soft elm, $10; basswood, $13 to $15.

What this section stands much in need of is manufactories of small articles 
of woodenware, such as are to be found in various parts of the eastern states. 
This would enable settlers to convert the large quantities of hardwood tim- 
bjr to better and more profitable uses than at present, making it into cord
wood. Manufacturers as a rule do not find it profitable making hardwood 
lumber at prices quoted above, owing to the large quantities of culls left on 
their hands, for which they can find no market close enough to home to 
make it profitable shipping them.

There is a fine lot of hardwood timber, as well as cedar, on what is known 
as the Bruce peninsula, a narrow strip of land from 6 to 12 miles wide and 
about 50 miles long, jutting out between the waters of the Georgian bay on 
the east and Lake Huron on the west, on both sides of which there are many 
fine harbors, and the shores are indented by land locked bays, which offer 
excellent sites for mills or woodenware factories, the product of which could 
be carried cheaply to the various trade centers of the United States. Large 
quantities of cedar are taken from this region annually to the United States 
markets in the shape of ties, telegraph poles and paving. The McKinley 
bill, however, has to a large extent vetoed this trade, to the serious detriment 
of the settlers in the district, who now have to depend principally on an out
let at Wiarton, a station or terminus of a branch of the Grand Trunk railway, 
that reaches the south end of the peninsula. There are also four small saw 
mills at this place that use up probably from 4,000,000 to 6,000,000 feet a year 
of this timber, except hemlock, very little of which is handled, owing to the 
excessively high railway freight on it. There are large quantities of hem
lock logs allowed to rot on the ground after the bark is removed.

J. E. Murphy.
A Flat Market.

Toronto, Ont., August 31.—The market all through western Ontario is 
very flat just now, but the prospects look well for a brisk fall trade. The 
crops are excellent, and this should induce the farmers to buy more freely. 
There is no dry lumber above dressing at any of the mills and the yard stocks 
of D. and B. are light.

Prices and demand for good lumber of this season’s cut are fair, the com
mon grades of pine, particularly the lots held at inland mills where shipment 
cannot be made by water direct to United States points, are a drug. Large 
quantities of logs, which hitherto kept some mills running on the Georgian 
bay and Lake Huron, were sent in the spring to Michigan; this of course re
duces the stocks. But apart altogether from the question of logs exported, 
speaking in a general way, all through this section the cut is lighter than for 
a number of years past. 

The Situation at Keewatin.
Keewatin, Ont., August 29.—The prospect for the fall business this 

season is very good, depending, however, on the weather to a large extent. 
The country is in the midst of a most abundant harvest. Stocks at the mills 
are a little heavier than usual, and well assorted There is very little change 
in prices, but there may be a email rise if the fall demand is large. The log 
drives have been very successful, and there has been no losses in towing on 
the Lake of the Woods so far. The different mills will likely continue to cut 
to the end of the season or some time into November; most are running with 
double crews, or night and day watches. There is a good supply of railway 
cars.

r Lindsay Shingles.
Lindsay, Ont., August 29,—The shingle business is more particularly 

our [A. W. Parkin & Sons] business. We will have about 30,000,000 pine 
and cedar shingles this season. We have a mill here with a capacity of 
60,000 a day, and control the cut of five other mills adacent to this town. 
We do very little in the lumberline.

Our shingles are sold in the eastern states by A. C. Dutton, of Spring- 
field, Mass. Prices obtained there run about as follows:

XXXX, 18-in. pine...................... ............................................................................ M 1804.80
XX, 18-in. pine............... . .................................  2.7503.00

XXX, 18-in. cedar......... .................. . .................................................... ............  3.6003 85
XX, 18-in. cedar............................................................................................. 2.6002.85

Railroad arbitrary points govern the price altogether, except when the 
market is off. We have had about four weeks of quiet business and we 
think it may continue two weeks longer, but expect a good fall trade. Prices 
here paid for shingles to the local mill men are about asfollows:

XXXX, 18-in. pine............................................................................................................82 75
XX, 18-In. pine.............................................................................................................  1.80

XXX, 18-In. cedar............................................................................................................ 2.40
XX, 18-in. cedar........................................................................................................ 1.25

M. Boyd & Co., of Bobcaygeon, ship from here annually about 10,000,- 
000 feet of white pine lumber to theiryard in Albany, N. Y. That is about 
all the pine lumber shipped from this locality. The pine lumber trade is 
greatly reduced,in comparison to what it was five yearsago, when our 
county had an output of about 50,000,000 to 75,000,000 feet annually. There 
are two local yards in our town which get their stocks from the little 
country mills up north. They handle a good deal of hemlock as bill stuff.

Sam. G. Parkin.

Pembroke Pointers.
Pembroke, Ont., August 31.—We can at last report a fair market. 

Stocks are low as a consequence of the curtailing oblast winter’s operations, 
although prices seem to again be taking an upward tendency. The loss of 
timber by fire during the season will be severely felt, and a large portioned 
the country will get an overhauling during coming winter in order to get<the 
yet remaining, more or less damaged, pine cut out. Considerable lumber is 
being manufactured with band saws, which have of late been more and more 
operated into this section. 

The Demand Picking Up.
Toronto, August 31.—We cut between 6,000,000 and 7,000,000 feet of 

white pine yearly. This year our cut will be short at least 1,500,000 feet. 
All the dry lumber held over from last winter sold readily at the opening of 
navigation. For this season’s cut the demand seemed to lag, and no sales 
were made until within the last two or three weeks, when dem and again 
sprung up and we have sold nearly all we had ready for shipment, say 
2,000,000 feet. From present inquiries we expect ready sale this fall for all 
we have. Our market is partly in the United States and partly at home. 
We ship by vessel only. There will not be so much lumber cut on the 
Georgian bay this year as usual.

Collins Inlet Lumber Co.

It Has Dwindled Away.
Peterborough, Ont., August 31.—The lumber business in this vicinity 

is very small, having dwindled away until nearly nothing is left. This was 
at one time quite a center, but the pine timber is nearly all cutout, and what 
is cut is principally for the home market.



Trade Has Been Dull.
Hamilton, August 31.—The lumber trade has been 

very dali all summer, but retailers say there is a slight 
improvement within the last few weeks, and they antic
ipate a good fall trade. All the yards and planing mills 
are well stocked. Prices are about as usual. I was in 
Toronto last week; trade there is extremely dull, and re
tail men think it will be some time before it revives. 
For the last few years they have been booming the city ; 
cutting the adjoining farms into lots; grading streets 
and building sidewalks where there are no houses and 
not likely to be for some time. Building went on at a 
rapid rate until last fall, when everything seemed to stop 
short. It usually takes a long time for a place to recover 
from the effects of a boom, and I think Toronto will be 
no exception to the rule, consequently prospects are not 
very promising there. I met several men there who 
have small mills in Muskoka, trying to s»ll lumber, but 
without much success. Any sales they did make were at 
very low figures. It is very quiet in all lines of trade 
throughout Canada. The only people I know of who 
are making any money are those who bought good fat 
contracts from the minister of public works. G. C. R.

Winnipeg and Vicinity.
Winnipeg, August 31.—The lumber supply for Mani

toba and the northwest territories of Canada comes prin
cipally from the Lake of the Woods, the mills being lo
cated at the foot of the lake at and near Rat Portage, on 
the line of the Canadian Pacific railway, about 130 miles 
east of Winnipeg. A small amount is imported from 
Minnesota and some is brought in from the Pacific slope. 
There are also several small mills sawing spruce and 
tamarack, located upon Lake Winnipeg and at other 
points.

The logs for the mills at Rat Portage and vicinity are 

power sbal be developed. The plans for the
dam and vat way must be approved by the

Keewatin Lumber Co

SPRUCE MILLS.
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mostly cut on the islands and shores of the Lake of the 
Woods and on Rainy lake. From 5,000,000 to 10,000,- 
000 feet are annually brought in from the Big and Little 
Fork rivers in Minnesota. A large percentage (probably 
75 per cent) of the lumber sawed is red (or norway) pine, 
consequently the supply of clears and finishing is lim
ited and has to be supplemented by imports from the 
United States.

The mills directly employed in the supplying of this 
market may be tabulated as follows:

The Eddy mill is being altered beyond recognition. 
The new front has been painted. The whole of the in
terior is being sheeted, the walls having first been covered 
with paper manufactured by the firm. The whole of 
the old floor has been torn up, and at the northern end 
of the mill the massive joists have been removed to 
make way for the new flumes and the foundation of the 
screens. Two stone piers 15 feet square under the mill 
will also be removed. A portion of the machinery for 
the manufacture of paper has arrived from Bennington,

plank for the 
Ingland.

FIG. 12.—REFUSE BURNER STEAM PLANT—VIEW FROM THE ELEVATOR—DESERONTO.
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the ministry of foreign affairs, in which he points out 
the disadvantages Canadians are under when shipping 
lumber to French ports. This is especially the case at 
the port of Marseilles, where at least 4,000'standardsare 
received annually from Miramichi, St. John, Richibucto 
and Halifax. He is of the opinion that a large and 
profitable trade could be created between the two coun
tries in lumber. At present the lumber from the Adri
atic is extensively purchased because it is cheaper, 
though inferior to Canadian woods. He hopes for the 
creation of better means of communication tham now 
exist.

J. R. Booth and the Bronson & Weston Lumber Com
pany are shipping large quantities of lumber via the 
Canadian Atlantic to New York and various American 
points. Three trains leave the Chaudiere yard every 
night, on each train there being upwards of 400,000 feet 
of lumber. The new mill belonging to Buell, Orr, Hurd- 
man & Co., which has been idle up to the present time 
this summer, started last Monday. The firm is cutting 
stuff 2x10 inches, 35 feet long, for local consumption. 
Four more band saws have been furnished theBooth mill, 
and it was expected they would be started last Satur
day. This will make a total of eight bands, leaving five

|25,000 ! 200,000 
30,000 2,000,000 
12,0001 500,000

governmen, and the company must spend 8150,- 
000 within the next three years, 8100,000 more 
as required, making in all 8250,000. The com
pany is bound to lease water power and grounds 
to any appicants at a rate which will not ex
ceed a maxinum fixed by the government. This 
control practically secures the public against 
monopoly, Making the power available al rea
sonable rates for any purpose that may be re- 

■ * quired.
The Britiih barque H. B. Cann cleared last 

week from tie Moodyville saw mills, B. C., with 
1,041,172 fe;t of lumber, 1,131 bundles of lath 
and 2,138 bundles of staves. She is bound for 
Sidney, Aw.ralia. It is understood that under 
an arrangement with the Imperial government 

) the load lint act, recently passed by the house 
of commons, will not take effect until January 1. 

Emm Fire ha* bjen making terrible havoc among 
wRRI Lhe valuable limber forests of British Colum

bia. One writer who bas recently passed 
through the devastated district says: “ It seems 

EKaEj terrible ware to see these mighty forests re- 
duced to nahing but smoke and ashes. Now 
and then owesees a more cheerful picture in the 
woods. Ati side track he will see a large num
ber of flat ars, loaded with big logs all ready to 

” be taken to the saw mills. This is a lumber 
7^5 camp, and though the timber may be seen the 
RjgiK . little pine bus of the lumbermen, who are fell- 

•• ing the treelt:and trimming the logs ready for
to j-. shi pm* . Ihen again the traveler sees a saw

mill wherelunber is being turned out in great
Pro^bly fifty times as much 

timber,I* destroyed without profit to a living 
EpT soul as, is nov being utilized in the forests of 

BritislrColunbiaand Washington. It is a terri
ble waste, bul there is no present prospect that 
it will be stopped."

Forest fires, have recently destroyed several 
large and vahable tracts of timber limits in 

Cumber|pnd comity, J ova Scotia.
The crown timber igent in Manitoba, submitting his 

report to the Dominion government, says: "Lumbering 
in Manitoba reached ! s highest point a few years ago, 
and the business in fwure may necessarily decline, the 
great bulk of the menhantable timber having already 
been cut away or destioyed by fire, except in the most 
northernly portion of the province, which is pretty 
generally timbered, ant of this the timber suitable for 
manufacture is only t> be found in Ube limited areas. 
Much has been said of he extensive timber resources to 
the country about Laie Winnipeg, but a less cursory 
inspection than that given by those who have written 
about it, would reveal taat the country, although gener
ally well timbered and possessing a good deal that is 
suitable for manufacture, has not those advantages as a 
lumbering district whlcl have been claimed for it, the 
timber being scattered tnd the limits being expensive to 
operate. The Selkirk Lumber Company and Brouse & 
Co. have abandoned their berths and ceased operations 
on Lake Winnipeg, ant the cut this winter by the 
remaining licensees will QOt exceed 4,000,000 feet, being 
less than half of last season’s cut. The lumbermen are 
operating on the Riding Mountains and on streams tribu
tary to Lake Dauphin, he demand for lumber coming 
from the large and grown g settlements on the Dauphin 
plains. Considerable lUnber has already been manu
factured there during tie present season. There are 
now three mUlSyrene, ttat of Shaw Bros., being com
bined with a grist mill—ready for operation. Peter 
McArthur is the' only operator on Lake Manitoba, while 
the licensees on Lake Winnipegosis are awaitingfacilities 
to enable them to reach amarket. The total cut of lum
ber for the year just otoeed amounts to 13,943,973 feet, 
being a trifle in excess of that; of the preceding year. 
As having a direct influence on the operations of lumber-
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rectly to the retail yards throughout the country. The 
country yards are generally carrying a full stock, which 
will aggregate about 20,00U,000 feet. There is every in
dication of an active demand for lumber during the fall 
and winter, but the stock on hand, with what will be 
sawed before winter, will probably be ample, and no 
great change in prices is anticipated. Prices are now 
based on $14 a thousand for common dimension and 
second common boards f. o. b. at the mills.

Reported from Ottawa.
Ottawa, September 1.—Everything indicates an ex

ceptionally large cut of logs this fall for next season’s 
sawing, as shippers and lumbermen look forward to a 
brisk trade early next season with the opening of navi
gation. Some of the lumber concerns are sending up 
men to their limits to cut roads and to make preparation 
for the winter's operations. The wages paid to the men 
are comparatively low, as there is no scarcity of labor 
and a large number of men are still out of employment, 
owing to the long time the mills have not been running 
to their full capacity. As the shantying season ap
proaches, however, labor will grow somewhat scarcer, 
and it is expected that winter wages may rule higher 
than that of last year. At present lumber shipments 
from the docks are slow, except those of stuff bought 
previous to the shipments. There is scarcely any dry 
lumber left to ship, nearly all of the immense quantities 
of dry stuff on the piling grounds having been forwarded, 
and most of the piling grounds are entirely denuded. 
The demand for the course grades of lumber is only fair, 
but the best grades are constantly in demand. Some of 
the Chaudiere concerns have orders they cannot ship, as 
most of this year’s cut is not sufficiently dry and they 
have sent away all of last year’s stock.

Count de Turenne, consul-general of France at 
Quebec, has recently forwarded an important report to 

VL; Scott, Robtrts A Co. being the contractors. At 
the rear of the mil a force of men is engaged repairing 
the dam and clewing out the ponds, bark and sawdust 
having aocumulaed to a depth of several feet The 
bulkhead* .'and pi:rs are also undergoing repairs. It has 
been found that tie water has washed away the rock on 
which th* west wall of the planing mill is laid, and the 
center of the wall has been taken out, to be replaced by 
a large stone arcl. At the rear of the pail factory an 
excavation is bein' made for a boiler house, which is to 
furnish steam forthe new paper mill.

The brigantine 8t. Joseph, which left Moncton, N. B., 
last week for Kit^ston, Jamaica, took the first direct 
shipment of lunber ever made out of that port to 
Jamaica. E. H. Lemay shipped 750,000 feet to Kings
ton. While he heird Mr. Brown, the Canadian commis
sioner at the Jamaica exhibition, speak before the board 
of trade, the lattei had not said anything about the lum
ber trade. He hal therefore written to Mr. Brown, who 
had put him in conmunication with a firm in Kingston, 
and this shipment was the result. If this first experi
ment is successful Mr. Lemay will continue to ship lum
ber to J amaica.

In H. Cargill & Boa’s saw mills at Cargill, on Tuesday 
evening, half an h<ur before it was time to shut down, 
the large fly wheel burst, causing much damage to the 
mill. The cause of the accident was the governor belt of 
the engine coming iff, which allowed the engine to go 
off at a furious rau.

The full compemation to be given the Keewatin Lum
ber Company for excelling its lease of the island in the 
Lake of the Woods is the right to purchase Tunnel is
land, 18 acre* on tie Norman side of the river at $5 an 
acre, and an acre o' land at the same price around each 
house erected on Coney island up to a certain time last 
year. It does not -eceive any money or other consider
ation besides the alove, and the government practically 

retains con.rol of the manner in which the water

I



men in my district, I may mention that the cut for this season at the mills 
operating at the Lake of the Woods amounts to about 60,000,000 feet, of 
which about one-half was cut from American logs imported from Minne
sota and floated to the mills. The prices of the different grades of lumber 
remain about the same as those of last year, nor is there any change in the 
prices of wood used for fuel. Coal, also, is about the same price as last year. 
No damage to timber from fires in this district during the season has 
been reported, sloughs and muskegs, which have been dry for the last 
few years, being now filled with water, afford efficient stop to the spread 
of prairie and bush fires._____________________

THE PACIFIC SLOPE.

California.
San Francisco, August 29.—The association of employers that has been 

talked of for some time has now been organized. A meeting was held at 
the board of trade rooms on Tuesday, at which many business men were 
present. They effected a permanent organization and elected a board of 
directors. The lumber interests will be represented by E. M. Herrick, presi
dent of the Pacific Pine Lumber Company, who was chosen one of the 
directors. The board held a [meeting yesterday for the purpose of electing 
officers, but as none of the board was anxious for honors, there was an ad
journment without naming a president. The principal reason of the or
ganization is said to be to deal with the labor question. Employes iare so 
thoroughly organized that the only way employers can meet and handle 
successfully strikes, and settle the difficulties that are constantly arising be
tween labor and capital, regarding wages and working time, is to organize 
also. The association will also take up any other matter.

W. Z. Earle, chief engineer of the Peninsular railroad, now building from 
San Diego to San Quentin, lower California, reports the work progressing 
rapidly. He says there are 110 miles surveyed and ready for the graders. 
Over 12 miles are graded, and ready for the track laying. The British 
steamer Fulwell has just finished discharging her cargo of railroad iron 
and material at San Quentin, and the steamer Noyo is on the way from 
Mendocino county withja cargo of ties for the road. As soon as the ties arrive 
they will begin putting down the track.

One of the Truckee papers says in reference to the timber standing in 
that vipinity and tributary to that place, that there are no less than 800,000,- 
000 feet yet inthe Truckee basin. On the Little Truckee river there are 
20,000 acres still untouched. On the headwaters of Prosser and Sage Hen
creeks there (.are also large bodies of timber. On' the south side of the 
Truckee river there are estimated to be 100,000,000 feet of good saw timber. 
Much of this is not easily accessible at present, but in time will be brought 
to market It will take a good many years to exhaust the supply.

The Shasta Lumber. Company is laying the track on its branch railroad, and 
will have it completed in a short time. Extensive additions to the plant are 
contemplated in the shape of a large sash and door factory. If built the 
factory will be running early next season.

Forest fires have been raging on pine ridge in Fresno county for the past 
three or four days, and have.destroyed considerable fine timber. Pine ridge 
is about 50 miles east of Fresno. At the last reports none of the saw mills 
located there had been burned. The fire was started by Indians who had , 
built a fire to smoke out yellow jackets.

Charles May, employed by the Excelsior Redwood Company, at Crow
ley’s camp, did a good day’s work cross-cut sawing on Saturday. Working 
regular time and alone he sawed through seven logs, with an average di
ameter of 6} feet.

The Truckee Lumber Company reports losing nine horses at its logging 
camps within the past month. The disease affects the lungs, and after a 
short illness they die.

Henry Witherbee’s mill at Albion is shut down for repairs. They expect 
to start again by September 1. The mill has been idle since last spring until 
about a month ago.

News from Tacoma.
Tacoma, Wash., August 29.—There is a rumor afloat that the foreign 

lumber trade is improving. This is based on a number of inquiries for ship
ments, but as yet there has been no marked increase in the output. The 
majority of the lumbermen do not look for any increase in prices, trade or 
demand, and have settled down to the conviction that the coming fall and 
winter will be is dull. It not reasonable to suppose that the condition of 
Chile will be such, even if the war is ended, as to call for much lumber 
the present season.

In a local way the lumbermen are terribly demoralized. At Seattle, 
Tacoma and Portland local combinations are a thing of the past, and 
prices are cut until there is neither profit nor pleasure in doing business. 
The Portland lumbermen have perhaps held together the longest of any of 
the local associations, but now in common with the others they have fallen 
to cutting one another’s throats, and prices are about in Portland as in 
Tacoma, though neither are as bad as in Seattle.

The Tacoma lumbermen’s association has been working alone since 
March 16, but August 19 conclusive evidence was brought to establish the 
fact that one member of the combination was cutting the price, and it was 
decided to disband the association, every man going for himself. The price 
of rough lumber, which had been selling previously at $10 delivered in the 
city, went down in about 12 hours to $8, and it is hardly safe to say just 
what it can be bought for at the present time.

The lumbermen of Portland are having a poorer trade than last year, 
and a general feeling of dissatisfaction prevails among them. The local 
trade is good,but shipping to eastern points is far frocp satisfactory.

The Willamette Steam Mills, Lumbering & Manufacturing Company, of 
Portland, is not running at present on account of a break down in the 
mill. It will be started again about September 5. Joseph Holiday, pres
ident of this company, has been ill for some time.

The Oregon & California Lumber Company, of Portland, reports good 
sales, especially in the shingle line. It received orders recently for 750,- 
000 in one day.

C. A. Hooper, of San Francisco, was in Portland last week. Your corres
pondent recognized him from an engraving in a late number of the Lumber
man. Mr. Hooper is strictly a redwood man; so much so that although he 
visits Portland quite frequently he has never been on the Puget sound or 
in the fir woods of this country.

A traveling representative of a Portland lumber house was in Salt Lake 
recently,and reports that at a meeting of the lumbermen of that city the 
question of organizing a local association was discussed. One of the lumber
men present refused io have anything to do with such a combination, and 
made the rather profane and startling statement that he wanted no thing to 
do with anything of that sort; that he was making $1,000 a month out of his 
mine, and his partner was a fighter from sheol, and they reckoned they 
could take care of their own business. The combination failed to hold 
after such a pronounced statement.

Mr. Lacey, of the Parke & Lacey Company, of Portland, is now east 
trying to introduce certain kinds of lumber, among which is car-siding. 
He is also looking after some orders in the world’s fair building at Chicago.

The saw mill machinery men of Portland; who have always had the 
lion’s share of trade in these lines in the northwest, are reducing their out-



putconsiderably on account of poor collections and the 
fear of credit. One of the concerns there said if it 
wished to it could extend its business to $50,000 a month, 
but did not feel justified in taking on such a lot of cred
its as would be necessary to do this business.

Perhaps the best trade that any city has had on Puget 
sound during the past summer is at Olympia. There 
has been a good deal of building done there, and work 
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has gone on continuously on some one or more railroad T The railroads are beginning to buy at this point rather 
lines that are building in there. This has made a good , freely, and one of the leading roads of the west has had 
deal of a demand for timbers. The West Side Mill Com- j a representative here for the past two weeks, picking up 
pany reports a good trade,and makes the statement that everything that could be had to suit his wants in the 
it has sold no lumber at less than $10 a thousand. Some I line of car sills or car decking, as well as bridge timber 
smaller concerns have cut under this in a few instances, I of various kinds. Some of the other roads apparently 
and sales as low as $8 delivered on the streets are re- I are beginning to awake to the fact that there is likely to 
ported. be a shortage of rolling stock, as they are beginning to

Williams &, Groat, who were formerly the managers | send in inquiries for material. '
of the branch house in Portland of Hoyt Bros. 
& Co., at Aurora, Ill., have established a 
branch at Spokane, Wash.

It is with regret that we make the announce
ment of the departure of William Knight from 
this section. Mr. Knight is called east, and 
will locate perhaps in some part of Michigan 
to look after the interests of Knight, Hanley 
&oAlger. The firm of William Knight & Co. 
will be continued here with headquarters at 
Edison, Wash., where the logging camp and 
railway are located. Mr. McMillan, present 
superintendent, will look after the interests of 
this firm in Mr. Knight’s absence. Mr. Knight 
is a gentleman of many pleasant ways, modest 
and quiet in his demeanor, careful and con
scientious in his statements, and has the con
fidence and respect of all who know him.

The St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company 
has established a yard in the western suburbs 
of Tacoma, called Edison. It is at this point 
that the Northern Pacific railroad has built 
immense shops, which will soon be occupied by 
1,500 workmen. The St. Paul & Tacoma Lum
ber Company thinks that this is too good a field 
to leave unoccupied, and it is not convenient 
to handle it from its down town office.

T. F. Frazier, of the Tacoma Mill Company, 
is looking up business for that company in the 
east.

J. W. Merrill, who has the reputation of 
being the oldest lumberman in Kansas City, 
Mo., has just completed a tour embracing Port
land, Puget sound, and portions of British 
Columbia. As far as the writer knows no real 
estate man got hold of him and sold him a 
townsite. F. B. C.

one at which it had been held all season so far, notwith
standing the efforts of the yard men to batter it down, 
but when they succeeded in their endeavors in reducing 
it, then they turned their attention to other matters. If 
boats could only carry bill timber in the hold, we wculd 
not care so much, but a great trouble with us is to pro
vide holds-full for vessels which carry our timber on 
deck, and this results in more piece stuff being inade.

Lumbermen as a rule are always lovers of good horses, 
and Manistee men are no exception to the general rule. 
To aid in the development of this phase of their char
acter, they have just completed one of the nicest half 
mile tracks in the country, and propose to exercise their 
blooded stock hereafter to some purpose. In other sport
ing matters some of the younger members of the frater
nity are not behind hand, and at the recent meeting of 

the Manistee Gun Club, Frank Canfield, one of 
the leading lights of the Canfield Salt & Lumber 
Company, killed the moat birds, and holds the 
cup in the interim, which three successive vic
tories will entitle him to hold forever.

Not all of us are well enough fixed to be able 
to leave our business and take a run across the 
ocean in the middle of the season, but Thomas 
R. Lyons and J. 8. Stearns, of Ludington, are in 
that much envied condition. They sailed from 
New York on Thursday of last week, and pur
pose being absent for a couple of months or 
more.

J. W. Stokoe, who hat been summering here 
to escape the heats of the south, left last 
week for his home in Jeanerette, where his 
saw mill interests will occupy his attention 
during the winter months.

Hanson, Michelson & Co., who have a large 
tract of timber near Twin Lakes, this state, 
have recently bought the Wilcox mill at White
hall, and are tearing it down and loading on cars 
to besetup in the new location. They paid, we 
believe, $6,000 for the plant. ?

The tower at the block of the Canfield Salt 
& Lumber Company took fire the other even
ing, and before the flames, which were in the 
top of the tower, could be reached the greater 
part of it was consumed. The loss was small.

The State Lumber Company has built a large 
addition to its salt block, which will give more 
storage room.and obviate the necessity of piling 
the salt barrels outside, exposed to the weather, 
which has been done for some time.

The demand for pine lands is brisk of late, 
and as the Grand Rapids & Indiana railroad 
has a large tract tributary to the Manistee that 

'. is offered for sale, moat of our mill men that 
arc in the market have had their land lookers 
at work, and it is safe to say that the road will 
get the full value of the land. Some of the 
men who hold stumpage tributary to this 
river are skirmishing around a little to see if 
they cannot throw into the hands of one of our
mill concerns enough stumpage at a price that it 

can afford, so that it will have stocks enough for its mill 
for another season, as this year will clean up all the logs 
that it has in the river at present. It is to be hoped that 
the effort will prove successful, *• We can .ill afford to 
spare any of our mills.

Loads are not very plentiful frum this point, as some 
schooners have found to their, cost that have run iu 
here seeking, and have been obliged to go away empty.

Louis Sands says he has one of the smartest mills in

MANISTEE MINUTES.

Manistee, Mich., September 1.—Septem
ber, which is ordinarily one of the best months 
in the year for our business, bids fair, if all 
signs do not fail, to prove no exception this 
year to the general rule. All things in dicate a 
lively fall trade, and although at the present writing 
the market for piece stuff and coarse inch seems 
to be a little dumpish, these two items cut such 
a small figure in our production that we care but little 
how they go, as with our facilities for producing other 
products of the log, we can so regulate the amounts of 
that class of stock as to have but little of it put on the 
market.

When the price of piece stuff held at $10.25, our mill 
men did not care so much, as that was a fair figure and
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White & Friant’s mill, which has been idle for the bet- 
,ter part of a month from lack of logs, started up the first 
of the week, and as the water is now better in the river 
than it has been, and they are getting to a point which 
contains more of their logs, they are in hopes that for 
the balance of the season they will be able to run full 
time.

Joseph Larson left here with his family last week for 
his new home in Fargo, Dak., and as there are good 
crops in that region he starts on his new enterprise under 
favorable auspices. - - • -........ - ■
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the country at Lake City, and that it . is turning out 
lumber there in great shape. He flndkthough that the 
amount of rubbish that he is making will soon swamp 
him, so that he has decided to put up a burner, and 
while he in. at it he will extend hi* road further into the 
timber so that he will not have to make a change again 
this year. He will begin these improvements next week, 
and in. the meantime the mill will take a lest for a week.

The frequent showers that we have been having for 
the past two weeks are beginning to put the river into 
pretty fair shape, and as the ground-if getting pretty


