
The Newsletter of THE HASTINGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 1418 -  BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO

November 24, 1982
1. The next MEETING of the Hastings County Historical Sociexy

will be held on TUESDAY EVENIN , DECEMBER 7, in the Auditorium 
of the QUINTE LIVING CENTRE, 370 Front Street, Belleville,
The GUEST SPEAKERS will be DOROTHY DAVIES, PEGGY LEAVEY, and 
CHARLES KELLER, three of the people responsible for the new 
and exciting book on Trenton's people and their activities 
over the past century. The book is entitled MEMORIES OF GOOD 
TIMES and copies will be available at the introductory price 
of $11.95, which price jumps three dollars early in the new year.
Plan to attend the meeting on the 7th and learn about TRENTON'S 
interesting past, as seen in the recreations and activities of 
her people.
Hats off to the committee who wrote and printed the book, 
the Centennial Committee who originated the idea of such a 
book as a 1980 centennial project, and the Trent Port Historical 
Society for arranging the publication and financing. This is 
a book of which they can be proud.
As usual, we'll have a coffee and fellowship half-hour at 7:30 
on the 7th, with the meeting starting promptly at 8 P.M.
Please note that the location is the Quinte Living Centre, a 
change from our usual location. This modem residence with 
its auditorium is on Front Street, just south of the Upper 
Bridge. There's street and off-street parking just south of 
the building and the auditorium is on the main floor. Enter 
the front door and turn right.
The location is ideal in many respects. Not only are at least 
eight of our members resident in the complex, but I teach a 
local history course for B.C.I.V.S. in the auditorium class
room and about twenty residents attend this (three-times-a- 
week, two-hour-a-da^ class on a regular basis.
We appreciate the co-operation of Brian Smith, the administrator 
of the Centre, in permitting us to meet in the auditorium, and 
we expect that a large number of the residents will be in 
attendance.
Following the meeting we invite reaction from these present 
as to whether future meetings should be planned for the Quinte 
Living Centre or whether we should hold meetings on a rotating 
basis between the Centre and our regular meeting location in 
the Main Gallery of the Corby Library, which has served us so 
well over the past two years. Your comments are invited.
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2. DECEMBER ?th will be a busy evening for your directors.

At 5:30 P.M. they'll be meeting for dinner in the Dining 
Room of the Quinte Living Centre, with the regular business 
meeting following, prior to the General Meeting. Directors 
are asked to advise Elaine Preston of their ability to attend 
the dinner and business meeting before December 2nd.

3* Our November meeting was an exceptionally fine one, thanks to
the hospitality of ALBERT COLLEGE officials in allowing us to hold the 
meeting in the splendid surroundings of Ackerman Hall, the 
graciousness of Headmaster Roy Naoier in extending a personal 
welcome to us, the friendliness of the students who guided us 
to the hall and made available the souvenirs of Albert's 
125th year, and the scholarship, humour, and keen eye for 
interesting and illuminating detail of Arie Korteweg. Arie 
outlined the early trials and tribulations of Albert College 
and gave the sixty guests a keen insight into what early life 
was like. Consider his quotation from Albert Carman's letter 
to his parents in July, 1857, as he settled into his teaching 
post at the new school and looked from his window:

"There is neither beauty nor grandeur. Instead of 
the majestic St. Lawrence sweeping along its graceful 
curves in silent grandeur, my eye falls upon the 
narrow, shallow, dirty, noisy Moira, plunging onward 
with turbulence around sharp points and over an uneven 
bottom. Instead of the expanse of level landscape, 
with its monotony broken by farm house, orchard and 
groves, I gaze upon hills that are too timid to rise 
and too stubborn to fall . . . The buildings of the 
town are generally small and there are few of those 
magnificent blocks that grace other towns of its 
importance."

Carman later became principal of the college and his opinion 
of Belleville improved.
Again, our thanks to Arie, Roy, the students, and the kitchen 
staff, the latter group supplying us with a delicious lunch.
Indeed, HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ALBERT COLLEGE.

^-4. Arie Korteweg and Albert College are to be congratulated on
the publication of the 125th ANNIVERSARY GUIDEBOOK. We eagerly 
await the completion of Arie's history of Albert College, 
having heard part of chapter 2 in his presentation on the 16th.

5. We were pleased to see MOLLY BRAMLEY at the November meeting.
Elaine Preston spoke in glowing terms of Molly's assistance 
to the Historic Structures Committee, for which Molly 
received a Good Citizen Award.

6. BELLEVILLE'S HERITAGE is nearly out of print and there's a 
strong possibility that the price will be going from one dollar 
to two dollars early in the new year. If you wish a copy at 
the bargain price of one dollar, buy it before Christmas. 
Incidentally, the Historic Structures Committee continues to 
make good progress on volume 2 of BELLEVILLE'S HERITAGE.
Watch for this new book in 1983.
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7. The GOOD CITIZEN AWARD for December goes to VI ELSE, 
who has made available to the Society a large number of 
slides and films relating to local history. These pictures 
were taken by her.late husband. Stan Else. Stan recorded 
the opening of the museum in 1961, as well as several other 
events of considerable local importance, and was a strong 
supporter of the museum in its early years. We owe Stan a 
very real debt of gratitude and we are taking this oppor
tunity to say "Thank you" to the Else Family for its 
support. Their daughter Betty prepared an essay for the 
Society several years ago, on the topic of the Iroquois 
Indians. The essay was published by The Intelligencer as 
one of its "Historic Belleville" articles.

8. The Society again is sponsoring essay contests in both the 
elementary and secondary schools of Hastings County. GEORGE

■ SUPER, our Education Officer, has sent information to all 
schools and we ask parents and teachers zo encourage the 
young people in these historical research projects. George 
has also sent out advertisements for a competition for 
illustrations in pencil, pen or paint of a building, activity 
or event in Hastings County, either past or present. If 
you wish further information on either competition, contact 
George at Quinte Secondary School.
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BRIDGE
ON TH E BAY OF QUINTE

9. The Intelligencer -featured 
a salute to Nick and Helma 
Mika on their 20 years of. 
publishing and we join in 
this salute. The Mikas have 
done a great deal to foster 
an interest in local history, 
through their many books.
They are to be congratulated 
for their newest book, BRIDGE 
ON THE BAY OF QUINTE, which 
they made available at our 
October meeting at a 40 per 
cent discount. It is a well 
illustrated 59~page book that 
outlines the various stages 
in this link between Prince 
Edward County and Belleville, 
including the need for such a 
connection and the early ferry 
service (8 pages), the first 
bridge (10 pages), and the 
steps in the erection of the 
new bridge (37 pages). The 
Mikas' research has included 
the traditional sources, as
well as many excellent photographs, many of them unknown to 
this researcher. However, one error needs to be corrected.
As Phillips Till discovered recently, Belleville may have been 
named after the wife of Lieutenant Governor Francis Gore, but 
she was not entitled to be called "Lady" and her name was 
not Arabella. The lady in question was Anna Bella Gore. 
Incidentally, the Mikas are not the first historians to fall 
into this traditional error. Nor are they likely to be the last

Uniting Beflevite and Princ8 Edward County
by Nick and Halm* Mika

An illustrated history - from the horse- 
powered ferry and the old toll bridge to the 
new Norris Whitney Bridge now spanning the 
Bay.

Soft cover, 59 pages —  $6.00
—  Now  at all local bookstore* —
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10. Hats off to the Mikas, also, for the forty per cent 

discount on all books ordered before the end of November.
I'm not the only researcher to take advantage of this 
special birthday offer to round out my shelf on local 
history.

11. WANTED . . . Information on Ontario College, Belleville, 
and/or Francis Joseph DIXON. Authorities at Royal Military 
College in Kingston are preparing a history of the college 
and are trying to find background information on each of 
the 18 students who made up the first class in the fall of 
1876. The college's registry office shows that Francis 
Joseph Dixon was a graduate of Ontario College, Belleville. 
What was the school? Where was it? What is known about 
Dixon? Can you add anything to the college's search? 
Researchers know that Dixon served in the 1885 Rebellion 
and the Boer War, dying in South Africa. If you can add 
details please contact me [968-5023] or Donald M. Holman
of Box 2207, R.R. 1, Kingston, Ontario, K7L 4V1 [546-3054]

12. WANTED . . .  In preparing the letters of Susanna Moodie.
Mike Peterman of the Department of English Literature at 
Trent University, Peterborough, has asked for information 
on the following individuals, who are mentioned in Susanna's 
letters as having a Belleville connection:

- Mr. Fox "our parson" [Mike wonders if he was C. of E.]
- Ousterhaut [This was apparently Kate Fox's elder

sister's married name, Kate being of 
Rochester Rapping fame]

- Mrs. Howard
- Mrs. Crang or Craig
- John Tait, civil enginer
- Mrs. James Ponton
- Mrs. Flint
- the Frederick Rous family [Were they Quakers?]
- the James Black family of Darlington (Bowmanville)
- the Filiters
- Joseph Wilson of Hallowell, who printed The Victoria 

Magazine
- Dunbar Moodie, with respect to the length of time on 

the school board.
Mike would welcome any information on the above people, as 
soon as possible. In return he sends this note relating to 
the picture of the Moodies in front of Moodie Cottage, as 
featured on the front page of the last OUTLMK:

"That picture of the Moodies includes one of the two 
Russell sisters, daughters of Robert Russell of 
Government Park, Jamaica, who boarded with the 
Moodies, then married two of their sons, Dunbar and 
Donald. Curiously, Robert Moodie also married a 
Nellie Russell (but of no relation to the other three) 
of Belleville. Imagine three Russell daughters-in-law. 
The Jamaica Russells were Eliza (the eldest) and Julia.
I suspect the picture includes Julia, who was the last 
to marry."



17.

18.

19.

Similarly, we would like to know what books, panjh'lets, 
articles, etc. are presently being prepared. Please 
take a moment to drop a note to us with that information. 
Include the tentative publication date and the name of 
a contact person, also any questions that you would like 
readers of OUTLf^K to help you with.
Your executive is negotiating the transfer of the Society's 
artifacts to the Hastings County Museum Management Board, 
except for the archival materials, schoolbooks, maps, and 
pictures. The directors believe that such a transfer would 
be in the best interests of the Society and the Museum.
The Trent Port Historical Society deserves to be congratulated 
.on its newsletter, TRENT PORT NEWS. It carries news of 
the Society's meetings, LACAC, an identification clinic, 
appeals for help, and news of Trenton 94 years ago (similar 
to our MINUS ONE HUNDRED). Our Society was included in 
the coming events. Congratulations to Dorothy James.
Alex Herlovitch, and associates on this "newsy" newsletter.

20. WOW. The November newsletter of the Peterborough Historical 
Society devoted a full page to my talk at Peterborough on 
"What the Belleville Chamber of Commerce Doesn't Tell You 
about Belleville." I hope that members of the Belleville 
Chamber dont read the Peterborough newsletter.

21. From the Madoc Historical Foundation. Secretary Brenda Hudson 
sends word that the Heritage Centre students completed a 
100-page AKEVIEW CEMETERY REPORT. A copy has been placed
in the village archives at the Madoc Public Library.
Good Work.'

22. PRIDE OF PLACE by Brenda Hudson. the story of Loyalist families 
in Prince Edward County (and Hastings) goes on sale at the end 
of November. Hats off to Brenda and Mika Publishing.

23. The Membership, Client, and Community Relations Committee of 
the Hastings County Children's Aid Society is investigating 
the possibility of a history of the local CAS. Suggestions 
with respect to possible authors, sources, etc. should be 
directed to Susan Stevenson at 962-2803.

24. Hope to see many of you at the December 7th meeting at the 
Quinte Living Centre. To one and all, the DIRECTORS send 
best wishes for a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NSW YEAR.̂t

More important messages, 
news of interest, squibs, 
and dots and dashes from 
the HASTINGS COUNTY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.0. Box 1418 
Belleville, Ontario

with best wishes for 1983 and the hope that you can 
contribute to our feature 
on

d <v w .
BOOKs


