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O ld  Forge Inn 
Farm O w ned  By 
O n ly  Four Families

E. D. K E T C H E S O N ,  F O R M E R
R E S I D E N T  O F  S T I R L I N G ,  I S
N O W  T H E  P R E S E N T  O W N E R

Only four families have operated 
the farm now known as Old Forge 
Jnn, owned by Everett K. Ketcheson, 
since it was first cleared in 1817 by 
Cornelius Huyck.

Overlooking the west end of Well
er’s Bay where both Indian canoes, 
and white men’s sailing vessels oncei 
[plied the blue waters, the Ketcheson 
farm still holds many relics of the: 
long-gone days when pioneers like 
Cornelius Huyck and later John John
ston, cleared and tilled the land, 
erected their own buildings and forg
ed their own equipment.

Its present picturesque name is der
ived from a giant forge and hand op
erated bellows in a small old, weather
beaten, but .still strong frame build
ing a short distance east of the house, 
on a gentle slope near the edge of thê  
bay. .Still operative, the big forge is; 
built of stones, and the great bellows 
can be easily operated by one hand.

It was built in the days when the 
first owner of the farm, located now; 
nt R.R. 3, Consecon, and part of what 
was known as “the Stinson block” did- 
his own blacksmithing, made horse
shoes, nails, and other sundry parts’, 
used in house and barn, both for him
self and the few neighbours near at 
hand. Cornelius Huyck it was whot 
first cleared the land and built a home 
there. In 1874 the farm was purchased 
toy John Johnston, who. proceeded to> 
Clear more of it, and to maintain the 
forge.

The south end of the present farm 
house was built about 1803, probably 
toy the men who sold the land to Mr. 
Huyck. On the indenture dated in 
1818 their names are given as Joseph 

■ and Stephen Bowerman, executors of 
the estate of one Gaion Bowerman. In, 
.1882 Mr. Johnston added more to the 
"fSmSMing.

When Mr. Jonhston died in 1883 his 
sons William and Murney took over 
the farm, and the last members of the 
family to run it were 'Miss Annis 
Johnston and her brother John, who 
now live in Consecon.

The Johnstons made their own 
sugar from the maple bush on the 
farm. The wooden sap buckets which, 
they made themselves can still be 
;seen on the farm.

In the building which houses the 
forge are other relics of the past, an 
told, shingle shaver, a grindstone be
lieved to date back to the 18th cent
ury (about 1771) and a net reel, 
evidently used by Cornelius Huyck, 
who fished the bay, in addition to; 
farming and blacksmithing.

In the early days of the farm, grain 
was shipped via three masted sailing 
vessels from two docks in Consecon, 
out through Weller’s Bay to Lake 
Ontario.

Both house and barn, and other out
buildings were clearly built for 
^strength and durability. Great stones 
were used in the foundation of the 
house, and huge upright beams form 
the wall supports. Pine and oak 
boards for the floors were hewn and 
trimmed by the settlers themselves. 
'Typical of their herculean labours is; 
;a giant beam in the barn, which is 30 
feet long, 27 inches deep and 14 inches 
wide, and on the top is arched for* 

.added strength. It is said that when 
the big beam was put in place there 
were not enough men in the country to 
lift it, and outside help had to be im
ported.

In 1942 the Johnston’s sold the farm 
.to Carman Mastin, now of Stirling, 
from whom Mr. Ketcheson, also of 
Stirling, purchased it one year ago. 
At present there are 170 acres to the 
farm. Mr. Ketcheson is modernizing 
The home and adding other building:? 
Ito. make a tourist camp near the bay. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ketcheson have four 

(Children. One daughter, Marjorie, is. 
tb  nurse in training at Belleville Gen
eral Hospital. The other children are; 
Douglas 12, Lyle 7 and Bruce 3.

Mr. Ketcheson intends to preserve, 
the many historic relics around the 
farm, and convert the small building 
housing the forge into combination 
museum and snack bar. —Trenton, 
Courier-Advocate.

This

Also found in the building on the stone, believed to have been made iff 
Ketcheson farm is this ancient grind- 1771. —Courtesy Courier-Advocate.

%9K

is ancient hand operated bellows secon. Owned by only four families j eef days •—Courtesy Trenton Courier- 
and forge is on the farm of Everett D. j in the past 140 years, the farm con-j Advocate.
Ketcheson (lower right), R.R. 3, Con-: tains many interesting relics of pion-.

of cut. The general setting is one and 
a half to two inches clearance be- 

, tween the point of the share and the 
! cutting edge of the coulter blade. If 
the soil is very havd or the coulter 
dull, it will be necessary to increase! 
this clearance so that the plow will 
not “ride” on the coulter and thus not. 
allow the plow to penetrate to the de
sired depth.

! The second adjustment is the p6ei- 
tion of the coulter on the plow beam. 
The usual position is to have the bear
ing of the coulter directly above the 
oint of the share.

The third adjustment concerns the 
.learance between the coulter and the 
ikndside. The easiest way to set the 
oulter to the land is to hold a board 

which is three-eights to three-quart- 
s of an inch thick, on edge against 

t ie  landside and extending forward 
bfeyond the point of the share. Then 
the coulter shank should be adjusted 
until the coulter is parallel to the.

mm
Mrs. Ketcheson shows an old hand 

owners of the farm. The stone with 
a ceiling in the older part of the 
into a beam. Through these holes the' 
ky '’ esigned to give maximum fire pro- 
Ad ocate.

made pail made by one of the four 
the circular hole in it was taken from 
house. There were two like it, cut 
chimney passed. They were obvious- 
tection — Courtesy Trenton Courier-

This was a shingle shaver. Almost i tends to make into a sort of museum, 
perfectly preserved, it is housed in j—Courtesy Trenton Courier-Advocate, 
the building which Mr. Ketcheson in-1

These basic adjustments should be 
made before the plow is taken into, 
tht field. Then these adjustments can 
be modified in the field to suit various: 
so I conditions. Hitch adjustments can 
ea ily be made in the field.

1 'he instruction book obtained with. 
th< plow should be followed closely.

Glt L, 8. K I L L E D

C til McAnley, 8, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. G. McAuley, of Sidney. 
ToWnship, was fatally injured Satur- 
daylwhen her bicycle was struck by a. 
car hear her home. Driver of the car 
was Marilyn Elmy, of Bellevlle.

Stop For 
School Buses

Motorists are warned that it is c 
breach of the Highway Traffic Act t< 

pass a school bus when it is stoppet 
to pick up or unload children. Som< 
local bus drivers report not a fey 
motorists are not observing this rule 
They are likely to be reported as it ii 
a dangerous practice. When the bui 
is stopped, children may dart fron  
the side of the road or out of the bus 
A few minutes saved may mean i 
lifetime of regret.


