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terrain through which the road would pass, and to 

this end, the Commissioner of Crown Lands in Mon-

treal, D.P. Papineau, advised American-born Belle-

ville resident Publius Virgillius Elmore that he had 

been chosen to do the job. In something of an under-

statement, Papineau told him that “As parts of this 

line may pass over rocky, broken or swampy ground 

or land otherwise unfit for settlement, or the for-

mation of a good road, it will be necessary to ex-

plore the country on both sides of your line at such 

places in order to determine the proper site for the 

road.” It was arduous work and eleven days into it, 

the first person in his crew to hightail it for home 

was the cook.  

The settlers who followed in Elmore’s wake faced a 

harsh taskmaster. While the government extolled the 

virtues of its land grants, it perhaps underplayed the 

difficulties, not the least of which were winter’s bit-

ter cold and howling snowstorms and summer’s 

plague of mosquitoes and blackflies. As to the suita-

bility of the land for farming, it was, in the opinion 

of Canadian lumber baron Allan Gilmour, being 

oversold by the government in order to entice people 

to settle there. He, of course, had his own agenda. 

Confrontations erupted between loggers and settlers. 

Loggers felt entitled to the trees on settlers’ lands 

and felled them without compunction. The settlers, 

who needed the trees to build their houses and barns, 

responded by driving spikes into the tree trunks to 

wreak havoc on the axes and saws used to cut them 

and by barricading the road to impede the movement 

of logging equipment. In an article titled “Outrages 

on Free Grant Settlers,” The Madoc Mercury and 

North Hastings Review reported on the case of one 

Robert Payne whose pine timber had been cut and 

who suffered the vitriol of the logging foreman who 

told him that they would strip every free grant lot on 

the Road—that they did not care a damn for settler 

or Agent. 

The Trail of Broken Hearts—The 
Hastings Colonization Road 

By Bill Kennedy 
 

According to author Paul Kirby, in 1856, when the 

Canadian government hired agents to administer and 

supervise the land to be settled on either side of the 

recently completed Hastings Colonization Road run-

ning north from Madoc, advertisements were already 

in place across Europe, the United States and Cana-

da promoting the merits of the region. Settlers flood-

ed in from countries like England, Scotland, Ireland, 

France, Germany, the United States and even Russia 

to follow their dream of a new life in the New 

World. But the land of their dreams would prove to 

be a harsh taskmaster, and within less than half a 

century, most had given up the struggle and left. The 

road that had led them to the promise of a new  

beginning became the trail of broken hearts. 
  

The Trail of Broken 

Hearts: Surveying, Build-

ing and Settling the Has-

tings Colonization Road 

is the title of local author 

and historian Paul Kir-

by’s new book about Has-

tings County. By the mid-

nineteenth century, the 

land along the Lake On-

tario shore and its envi-

rons was already well es-

tablished with prosperous 

farms and towns, and the 

Colonization Road was 

needed to get people into 

the interior. In Hastings 

County, the first task was 

to survey the timbered 

Author and historian Paul 

Kirby speaking on his new 

book, Trail of Broken Hearts: 

Surveying, Building and Set-

tling the Hastings Coloniza-

tion Road  

Photo by Bill Kennedy 
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The book contains many photographs of local resi-

dents from the period; records of pioneer cemeter-

ies; verbatim accounts by land agents, surveyors 

and settlers alike; maps, documents and scenes of 

what some of the locales look like today. You can 

still drive parts of the Colonization Road in summer 

providing you have ample freeboard beneath your 

vehicle, and if you look carefully, you may see the 

remnant of an abandoned cabin or barn or shed that 

once was the foundation of a future never realized. 

In 1925, Ontario Land Surveyor C.F. Aylsworth 

wrote: “In driving along the Hastings Road today, it 

is one long trail of abandoned farms, adversity, 

blasted hopes, broken hearts, and exhausted ambi-

tion.”  

Kirby’s book opens the door to a time and a place 

and a people whose trials and tribulations, success-

es and failures are all part of the heritage of Has-

tings County. When we travel its back roads today, 

we become for a short time a thread in that fabric of 

our history. If you would like a copy of this fasci-

nating look into our past, the book is available 

through Kirby Books, from the Historical Society at 

the Heritage Centre, Cannifton, or at its monthly 

public presentations and from its Bookstore on the 

website www.hastingshistory.ca where purchase 

can be made using PayPal.   

 

 

418 (Belleville) Wing, Royal 
Canadian Air Force  

Association of Canada 

By Ed Anderson 

Although there were veterans’ associations in Cana-

da before the end of World War II, it was at that 

time that many members of Canada’s Air Force 

found they were missing the camaraderie that they 

had felt while in active service. As a result, The 

Royal Canadian Air Force Association was formed 

by a government order-in-council in May 1948. Not 

very long thereafter, the 418 (Belleville) Wing of 

the Royal Canadian Air Force Association was 

granted its charter on November 25, 1949. As a 

member of the RCAFA, it ascribes to the aims and 

objectives of the parent organization which are: 

 Advocacy: to advocate for a proficient, well-

equipped air force in Canada 

 Traditions: to preserve and perpetuate the glori-

ous traditions established in Canada’s air force 

since its inception 

 Air Cadets: to support the Royal Canadian Air 

Cadets and work closely with the Air Cadet League 

of Canada 

 Community: to participate in local civic and 

community programs identified by Wings and to 

undertake charitable and other projects of both a 

national and local character 

 Civil/Military Air: to recognize achievements in 

 civil and military aviation through the annual 

awards of the Air Force Association of Canada. 

As I reviewed the history of the Wing, I found, like 

the Air Force motto “Per Ardua Ad                     

Astra,”  (Through Adversity to the Stars), the Wing 

has gone through many difficulties in its short life. 

The Wing first held its meetings in downtown 

Belleville. Then in the early 1950s, with financial 

problems and with an all-time low membership, 

members took turns hosting meetings in their 

homes. As membership increased, RCAF Station 

Trenton both north and south sides, were home to 

the wing. Then, later on, the schoolhouse on Vermi-

lyea Road was the centre for a rather ambitious and 

active organization. Unfortunately, this changed in 

2001, and after a few trial locations, we are hon-

oured to make the Belleville Shrine Club our home. 

Historical Society member Bill Kennedy (left) is seen here 

with 418 (Belleville) Wing Royal Canadian Air Force As-

sociation Padre Larry Hurley following Kennedy’s 

presentation to the Association on his recently published 

book, At the Call of King and Country: People of Hastings 

County in the Great War, 1914 – 1918.   

                                                               Photo by Ed Anderson                   

http://www.hastingshistory.ca/
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reported wounded. Further particulars when re-

ceived will be sent you. Adjutant General.” (page 1) 

May 5: “Five officers and 250 men of 39th Battalion 

stationed in this city are prepared at a moment’s 

notice to leave here for oversea service. They are a 

fine body of men and there is not the slightest doubt 

that they will follow the examples of the Canadians 

of the First Contingent, who shed lustre upon their 

country.” (page 1) 

May 8: “The happy possession of a spacious house 

and grounds and of philanthropic spirit has enabled 

Mr. W.B. Northrup, K.C., M.P., and Mrs. Northrup 

to make an offer to the Government of a convales-

cent home for wounded Canadian soldiers from 

France and Belgium, who are to be sent to Canada 

to be refitted and to regain the strength and vigor 

necessary for them to resume the fight in the firing 

line. …  the Government has accepted his offer pro-

vided that the citizens of Belleville and vicinity will 

undertake the cheering and the outdoor care of the 

convalescents by volunteering an ample supply of 

motor cars and motor boats for outings every morn-

ing and every afternoon.” (page 3) 

May 10: “Mrs. Harry Ablard, who resides at 196 

Dundas street, in this city, this morning received the 

following sad message: Deeply regret to inform you 

No. 7813, Sergt. Harry Ablard, 2nd Battalion, offi-

cially reported killed in action. Yours, Adjutant 

General. …  Since the Sergeant’s absence to the 

front, a child has been born, making in all a family 

of three children.” (page 2) 

May 11: “Bert Lavender, whose name appears 

amongst the list of killed at the front, is a          

Bellevillian, having enlisted with the First          

Contingent.” (page 2) 

May 12: “Mrs. J. Lavin, of 23 Charlotte St., Belle-

ville has received a letter from her husband, Pte. 

Jack Lavin …  written from the Hospital of St. John 

and St. Elizabeth, London, N.W. …  ‘Everybody 

here are very kind and I am likely to stay here for 

some time.’  ” (page 3) 

May 12: “Gunner E.G. Blaylock …  writes as fol-

lows …  I was wounded last Sunday morning at 9 

o’clock by a piece of shrapnel. One piece went into 

my right thigh and the other grazed my right side 

just below the arm. I have been operated on. …  I 

have the pieces of shrapnel that were in me, and am 

going to keep them as German souvenirs.” (page 3) 

May 12: “The following letter was received by Mr. 

W.A. Yatman, 82 Mill street, this morning, regard-

418 Wing takes part in many of the local             

commemorative ceremonies including Remembrance 

Day November 11th, Vimy Ridge, Victory in Europe 

and Battle of the Atlantic Commemorative Service in 

the spring and the Battle of Britain Church Parade in 

September. Of particular note is our commemorative 

ceremony for the Royal Air Force members who died 

in training at Deseronto during World War I. 418 

Wing was recently recognized by the Governor Gen-

eral for its part in establishing and maintaining this 

service over the years. 

In addition, the Wing has contributed greatly to the 

Belleville community. Until recently, our annual yard 

sales generated thousands of dollars that went to sup-

port local charities such as the Belleville General 

Hospital Foundation. Our support of the Air Cadet 

includes the 704 Squadron Trenton. Members as indi-

viduals participate in numerous local volunteer or-

ganizations. 

As with many veterans’ groups, our numbers are 

dropping, although at this time we have among our 

fifty members nine World War II veterans. We meet 

on the 4th Tuesday of each month except in July, Au-

gust and December. Anyone interested in aviation 

and our aims and objectives is free to apply for mem-

bership. Contact our current President Murray Hope 

at 613-962-8222 for more information. 

 

 

On the Home Front  

May, 1915, after 2nd Battle of Ypres 
       By Laurel Bishop   

May 3: “Six Thousand Canadians Estimate of Ypres 

Battle. …  Every battalion at the front has its toll of 

dead and wounded, while all the detail units, includ-

ing Engineers, Army Service Corps, and even the 

Ambulance Corps, have suffered heavily.” (page 1) 

May 3: “The self-sacrifice and heroism shown by the 

Canadian volunteers who have recently died on the 

battlefield in Flanders, were recognized yesterday in 

all the places of worship in Belleville. In most of the 

churches a memorial service was held in the evening, 

the preachers laying emphasis upon the righteousness 

of the cause for which the Canadians had laid down 

their lives.” (page 3) 

May 5: “Mrs. Chas. Gatcum, of Cannifton, received 

the following telegram, this afternoon: Sincerely re-

gret to inform you that 1401 Gunner Chas. Gatcum, 

1st Brigade, 2nd Artillery, Canadian Field Artillery 
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and sports at the Agricultural Park. …  At 1:30 p.m. 

a parade was formed led by the 39th Battalion Band. 

It was composed of the 39th Battalion, being 1,000 

strong, the 15th Regiment Band and the Cadets of the 

High School, Queen Mary, Queen Victoria, Queen 

Alexandra and St. Michael’s Schools.” (page 2) 

May 27: “An interesting ceremony took place at the 

canning factory grounds this morning when the sol-

diers, who were drawn up at attention before Col. 

Preston, were formally presented with a khaki-bound 

copy of the New Testament scriptures. …  Reference 

was made to …  his Majesty’s earnest wish that eve-

ry soldier would consider it a part of his daily duty 

to read a portion of God’s word.” (page 8) 

May 28: “Mr. James Ross of this city, to-day was 

officially notified that his son, Gunner Leo Ross, 

had been killed in action. Gunner Ross was a mem-

ber of the 34th Battery and went with the First Con-

tingent.” (page 1) 

May 29: “the XV Regiment Band …  has completed 

arrangements with the Big Pierson’s Shows for their 

big Carnival for a solid week on Victoria Park, com-

mencing Monday evening the 3rd inst. …  with spe-

cial afternoon performances on the King’s Birthday 

and Saturday, 5th June at 2 o’clock. …  In the motor-

drome three of the world’s greatest motor cycle 

speed kings defy death at every turn as the spectators 

gape down in blood tingling amazement. …  The 

$10,000 Merry-Go-Round, with the latest Coney 

Island Jumper will give every one from dear old 

granddad to the kiddies heaps of fun and exhilara-

tion. …  There will be fun galore. Everybody wants 

fun and everybody wants to help the band, as they 

have given so much pleasure to others and with their 

funds have helped so many needs in the past.” (page 

2) 

May 29: “Letter from Bombardier Horace Yeomans. 

France, May 13. …  It is not war out here, Mamma, 

it is slaughter, pure and simple. It is no longer a case 

of ‘survival of the fittest,’ but merely a game of 

chance, in which a man is a victim of circumstances 

where his brains and brawn count of absolutely 

nothing. Some day there will be a good and reliable 

account written and published of the two weeks’ 

fighting and then the outsiders will be able to form a 

good idea of the things that are going on here. Your 

loving son, Pat.” (page 3) 

May 31: “Driver H. Thomas …  writes as follows to 

his father, Mr. G.I. Thomas, 377 Front St. Belleville: 

Dear Father and mother and all—We had a very hot 

time for a while, but we are out, having a rest and 

ing his son, Thos. A. Yatman. …  I am sorry to have 

to tell you that your son, Pte. Yatman, was brought 

into hospital today suffering from a gun shot wound in 

the neck. I am afraid it must have injured his spine for 

the time being, he is paralysed. He is quite cheerful, 

and a very good patient. …  Yours truly, M. Wood-

house, Sister.” (page 3) 

May 14: “An exceedingly pleasant evening was spent 

at the Quinte Hotel last night at a ‘Mess Dinner’ given 

by Col. Preston and the officers of the 39th Battalion. 

…  The colonel and officers had extended invitations 

to a number of our leading citizens, many of whom 

had served in the Volunteer force of Canada, who 

could and did wear long service medals. …  Sir Mac-

kenzie Bowell, in a few words, proposed the health, 

and a long and valiant future for the Colonel and offic-

ers of the 39th Battalion, coupled with the hope that all 

might return from the conflict in health, covered with 

glory.” (page 3) 

May 18: “The various Public Schools of the city have 

from week to week been sending to the front scrap 

books of interesting clippings culled and selected by 

the pupils boys and girls for the benefit of the men at 

the front, in order to keep them in touch with their city 

and county, and so that the lines of communications 

may not be broken with the dear old homes. …  Colo-

nel Ponton, Chairman of the Board of Education, has 

placed eight copies of this week’s work in the win-

dows of the Merchants’ Bank, so that the public may 

share in the delight, which the boys at the front will 

feel when they receive the covers and the contents 

prepared by loving hands.” (page 3) 

May 19: “Word has been received in this city that 

Gunner M.A. Gomes who went from this city with the 

34th Battery, has been killed. …  The victim …  was 

born in British Guiana. He attended the Ontario Busi-

ness College here and was for some time night clerk at 

the Grand Trunk Railway station.” (page 7) 

May 25: “An Appeal by the Ladies’ Patriotic and Red 

Cross Society of Belleville. …  The executive …  has 

decided to make an appeal to the citizens for contribu-

tions to the funds of the Society …  and it was decided 

to make the appeal through the churches. The clergy-

men of all denominations on Sunday last brought the 

matter before the members of their congregations. It is 

proposed to place envelopes in the pews of all the 

churches so that the contributions can be made on 

Sunday next.” (page 2) 

May 25: “Victoria Day was fittingly commemorated 

in this city. Taking advantage of the 39th Battalion be-

ing in the city it was decided to have a military parade 
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News from 
the Archives 
 

 

Display Panels—Behind the Scenes 
By Sharon White 

 

There are forty-four series of display panels stored 

at the Heritage Centre now, each comprising multi-

ple posters or boards that illustrate different aspects 

of the history of Belleville and Hastings County. 

Gerry Boyce led production of the early panels, 

working with the other volunteers to create display 

boards on subjects such as Mackenzie Bowell, local 

houses of worship, William Hutton and the history 

of the Historical Society.   

getting prepared to go in again. I suppose you have 

heard about Leo Ross and Gomes being killed. They 

died game anyway, and they were always on the job; 

its too bad, but they died for a good purpose, didn’t 

they? Well, dad, it has rained all day and still at it 

now. We had a party last evening at our battery; it was 

got up by our captain. We had a fine time. We had 

beer, cigars, cigarettes and etc., and had a good time 

all right. …  Love to all, Harry Thomas.” (page 3) 

 
 

 

 

 

Belleville Seniors Showcase                             

Information Fair 2015 
 The Historical Society and the Community Archives 

joined forces on March 19 to bring a colourful and 

informative display to the highly successful fair. An 

enthusiastic team of volunteers responded to a wide 

range of questions from the large and interested 

crowd of visitors. 

One of our panels featuring the Court House Block 

Our volunteers at the HCHS booth             Photo by Nick White 

Visitors enjoying the display              Photo by Orland French 
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During the past four years, Nick White spearheaded 

a transition to electronic systems, and computer 

software was used to create more than 200 posters 

in digital format. This allows them to be reproduced 

in black and white or colour and resized as required 

for different exhibits. There are 389 display panels 

and posters catalogued on our computer network 

now, with digital images available for viewing, 

which makes for easier selection when planning 

exhibits for different events.   

Topics for the recent series of display panels in-

clude the Hotel Quinte, mills of Hastings County, 

the Court House block in Belleville, women in poli-

tics, our sporting history, the Chamber of Com-

merce 1864 to 2014 and Hastings County agricul-

tural history.   

Most of our posters feature photographs, documents 

and maps from the collections at the Community 

Archives. A great deal of work besides the actual 

production goes into creating displays that are inter-

esting and educational. The teamwork of many Ar-

chives Volunteers contributes to establishing the sto-

ry line, researching and selecting images, scanning 

the chosen items, writing the text and captions, laying 

out the elements, proofreading and arranging for 

printing.   

Some of our display panels have been made by spe-

cific individuals or in cooperation with other organi-

zations. For example, the Hastings & Prince Edward 

Regiment Museum provided photos for us to digitize 

and use in the series on “World War I Images from 

the Western Front.” Donna Fano created a series on 

Farley Mowat, and Bill Kennedy has done a series on 

“People of Hastings County in the Great War 1914–

1918” which complements his book on this topic. 

Many of you will have seen some of our display pan-

els at community events such as the recent Seniors 

Fair at the Quinte Sports & Wellness Centre, DocFest 

and the Heritage Belleville Open House in February. 

We will bring displays to Canada Day at Zwicks Park 

again, as well as to the Hastings County Plowing 

Match and other events through the year. Organiza-

tions in Belleville and Hastings County are encour-

aged to contact us if they are interested in exhibiting 

any of our historically themed posters at their site or 

event. 

The Community Archives and the Hastings County 

Historical Society often participate jointly at public 

events. Cooperation usually gives us double the dis-

play area, resulting in a stronger and larger presence 

than if we each worked on our own. The Archives 

typically takes the lead in producing the display pan-

els, and the Historical Society’s Events Coordinator 

manages the physical set-up and activities. Since 

2010, this latter role has been filled by Gerry Boyce, 

Mary Jane Throop, Nick White, and this year by Cliff 

Allan and Hal Wilson. Many other volunteers pitch in 

as needed—a round of applause to all of you for 

making our exhibits so successful in showing off our 

local history! 

Police Regulations of the Town of Belleville 1840 

Fishing, Shooting & c. on the Sabbath 

That any person or persons shooting or making use of 

gun or firearms, fishing or skating on the Sabbath within 

the limits of the town, shall be liable to a fine of not less 

than five, nor more than thirty shillings. 
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Phone: 613-968-9229 

Industrial Alliance  

Insurance and Financial  

Services 
66 Station St., Belleville 

Don’t miss out—Egypt, Gift of 
the Nile on Display until April 12! 

By Melissa Wakeling 

Protected from invasion by the vast deserts and sustained 

by fertile soil along the Nile River, the ancient Egyptians 

developed from a single agricultural community into a so-

phisticated society. This travelling exhibition from the 

Royal Ontario Museum explores Egyptian civilization 

through its ten centres: Introduction; Personal Adornment; 

Make-up and Perfume; Feeding the Household; Buildings 

Large and Small; Family Life; Education; Religion; Funer-

ary Religion and the Afterlife. The display includes a life-

size sarcophagus as well as dozens of artifacts, some more 

than 4000 years old. The exhibition is on display at 

Glanmore National Historic Site until April 12, 2015. 

Glanmore is located at 257 Bridge Street East, Belleville, 

and is open to the public Tuesday to Sunday from 1:00 

p.m. until 4:30 p.m. Please note: Glanmore is closed for 

holidays April 3–6, 2015.  

 Mother's Day Tea and Tour  

Treat mom like a queen on her special day! Bring her to 

Glanmore National Historic Site for a lovely afternoon tea 

hosted by the Friends of Glanmore. Enjoy delicious tea 

sandwiches, scones, homemade jam and sweets, then ex-

plore the historic house with a guided tour. Tickets: $25.00 

each. Choose from two seatings: 12:30 p.m. or 3:00 

p.m. Tickets will be available for purchase at Glanmore 

beginning Thursday, March 26, 2015. 

 

Thanks to our Sponsors 

 

 

John Stockton 
BA, FCA 

Portfolio Manager 

C.I.B.C. Wood Gundy 

Suite 123, 

Century Place, 

Belleville 

Phone 613-966-8888 

Country Roads  

PenWord  

Communications Inc. 

P.O. Box 423, Stirling, ON 

K0K 3E0 

Phone 613-395-0499 
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Member Designation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: Stories from the Archives 
The Archive Volunteers will share  

interesting stories they have found during 

their work at the Community Archives, illus-

trated with pictures and documents from the 

archival collections. 

  Date: Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go 

to Meeting Room)  
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Correction: On page 4 of the March Out-

look, in the story “Reid’s Dairy: A Cana-

dian Success Story,” the photo is that of 

Armin Quickert and his wife, Marilyn. 

66 Dundas St E, Belleville  

Phone 613-966-7363  

Vout’s  

Denture & 

Hearing  

Centre  


