TAPE GUIDE (Mr. Cherry and Mr. Beare)
Page

Mr. Bears's background

1

Mr. Cherry's background

1

The Houston Company (building materials)

1

Early wages - Houston's and Railroad

2

Bayview School
Subjects taught

3

Mr. Beare*s railroad work

4

Bill Cooke’s Cigar Store

4

Tobacco tastes

5

The floods

6

Selling tickets for community events

6

Mr. Cherry’s flood experience

7

Backup and repeat flood

9

Trenton Explosion - 19B8

10

Childhood recreation in Belleville

11

Mr. Cecil Cherry (c)
Mr. William Beare (W)
Case Number: 46
Subject Code: VII/l/B
Date of Interview: July 22, 1975
Interviewer: Robert Miller (R)

Subjects:

I was born in England in 1901 and I came to this country around 1905 to Toronto
and from Toronto we came to Belleville with my family and I’ve lived here ever

since.
I was born

in London England in 1905, July 9 and I eventually became an orphan.

Lost my parents and 1 came to this country in 1902 .

And I concluded that I

was adopted in this country on account of the circumstances and I lived at one

time in a place called

Landstop, Muscote and I came to Thomasburg, Ontario and

then eventually 1 resided in Tweed, Ontario and then I, as I told you, I joined
up in 1914, the Birst World War.
So Mr. Cherry, what $ork did you do in Tweed, Ontario?

I trained for a factory carpenter, that means bench work.

Sort making anything

at all but, you know for building materials and like that.

You know cupboards

and frames and anything that goes in a house.

And then ± worked.for the Houston

Company, Belleville, about 1927 they moved to Belleville, and 1 carried on tith
them until they decided to close up.

About forty-five years I worked for the

Houston Company.

And what was the Houston Company?
These© They were manufacturers of building materials.
Can you tell me where their factory in Belleville was?

What part of Belleville?

Did they have a factory in Belleville?

Oh yes, yes, on St. Paul Street.

Could you describe that factory to me?

Oh that's really pretty hard to explain that to you now.

Is it still down there Cec?

Well that's what I can’t say too much about.

I can’t say too much about that now

it’s a brick building on St. Paul's Street on the way down to Stevens-Adamson.
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It was a brick building and they built an office right on the bay shore
but it’s dilapidated a lot now because it was an old building when we

went in it.
W:

Wasn’t the old Quick and Pield across the road?

B:

Right across the road; right across the street.

And on St. Paul

Street.
W:

You wouldn’t remember that.

0:

I can still take you down to see it, but it’s pretty dilapidated now.
materials
We supplied houses for all houses that was being built; that is people

That’s too many years back for you.

through other customers of course, like contractors.

frames for a house, well we would build it.
for that house.

If they wanted

We would build the frames

Supply them with the trim for the house, bricks or

anything they wanted.
R:

What were your wages when you first started out?

C:

My what?

R:

Your wages when you started working for Houstons?

0:

Oh, I don’t think I want to bring that up, eh Bill!

tough question for me to answer.

That’d be a pretty

Well I suppose I was only a kid when

d

I worked there; I think I got about fifty cents a day.

W:

I mean when I started on the railroad we got ten cents an hour.
started on the railroad in 1915 as a call boy.

was ten cents an hour.

I

The regular wages then

There was no overtime; you worked twenty-four

hours you got two dollars and forty cents and there wasn’t such a

thing as overtime or time and a half.

It was all straight pay those

days.

C:

But the Houston Company was a good company; they were wonderful people

but I can’t go into the detail of that when they started to go^out of

business.

I can’t go into that.

beare/cherry
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Mr.Beare, you would have, if you came here in 1910, would you have
attended school in Belleville?

I attended school in Toronto for a while and then when we moved here
we moved out to Herchimer Avenue out there.

You know where that is?

I attended school down at that school down Number Two Highway down

there.

We had to walk all the way; we lived in the first house by the

railroad track; walked all the way down to Dundas Street, Number Two
Highway and then right down the highway.

That would be Queen Alexander School?

No, it was a country school; it's a lot bigger but it was only a one

room school when I went there.

And the one teacher teaching every class.

Me, I had to quit school early so I never had any...in fact I had to

quit school when I was in what we called then Junior Third or something
like that and had to 90 to work because Dad was overseas and somebody

had to work in the family to keep us going.

The army didn't pay enough

money in those days.
What subjects did you take in the school?

I can pretty well tell you what subjects you took:

Reading, Writing and

Arithmetic.

Yeah, that was the main thing.

They don't do that today, because I've met so many children right now

that can't spell.

And the biggest part in writing is spelling.
write.

If you can spell you can

It always was for me anyway.

That's right.

Reading and writing was the most important part in life

wasn't it?

And one of your biggest subjects in shhool in those days was writing.
They taught you that the minute you went into school.

If it was only

drawing o's and o's and o's and circles, gee that was all you did for
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a day maybe until you got the hang of them and writing, but you don’t
see that today in the school.

Not what I’ve seen, but a lot of them...

I was in the same position.

C:

That’s right.

W:

I called from about October to March and then I went in the Round House
and that was the new Round House up there and I served my time as a

machinist until about 1922 and then the depression years hit and then
we all got layed off and we finished our time tn there and we had to

go out and dig for ourselves.

I worked for Elliot wood-working Oh I

guess ten years or more before I went into retail business on front

Street.

My brother-in-law, you know, I,went to work for him, in the

cigar business and I stayed there until I retired.

R:

So you were on front Street thirty-two to thirty-five years?

W:

Thirty-five years.

R:

And what was the name of the store that you worked for?

W:

Bill Cooke’s cigar store.

R: , That sounds familiar.
W: • It should, we knew everybody in town.

C:

Tell him who had that.

W:

Vern McKnight has it now.

It’s McKnight's Variety Store. They don’t

call them cigar stores anymore; they’re variety stores.

R:

What were some of the things that you sold in there?

W:

Cigarettes,tobaccoes , cigars, pipes, lighters, oh any kind of sundries

that went with the tobacco:

bill folds, pouches and stuff like that.

That was the main stuff.
R:

Where did you get your products?

W:

Different wholesalers in Montreal and Toronto, Dunhill Company.

Thats

the Dunhill Pip Company, London England and there was Rubewitz and
Hascal in Montreal was a big wholesale house, Snell and Row Company

in Montreal and oh there were different companies that you dealt! with.
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What did they like

the most?

What in brand of cigarettes?

Yeah, or did they like cigarettes most or pipes or...
Cigarettes were always popular and cigars, and pipes, there was an awe
ful lot of pipes sold then.

that

Most of your fishermen or people like

always' smoked pipes and you remember all the fishermen down here:

they used to light up all the great big round crooked

Peterson

Pipes, you know, you’d fill them and they’d last half a day once you
filled them.

What about cigars?

Oh yes.

Did many people smoke cigars?

Yes, there was an aweful lot of cigars smoked.

Of course in

those days there were, they were a nickel, ten cents, fifteen cents.

If you bought a twenty cent cigar you were a millionaire.
were those days...they figured a cent a piece you see.

Cigarettes

A package of

twenty was tweriy cents; twenty-five was twenty-five cents.
How much would pipe tobacco cost?

The largest I think was twenty cents, around in there.

There used to

be a ten cent package and a twenty cent package and the same as cigar

ettes .

In the depression years they brought in packages of cigarettes

with five in a package for five cents.

If people didn’t have twenty

cents they had a nickel and they could buy five cigarettes anyways.
Most farmers of the day chewed tobacco and a lot of factory workers.
Chewing tobacco was a big...
In them days.
Like Eapolean.

Used to buy that in five-pound wooden boxes.

Packed all

in that, sealed up in wooden cases, five pounds to a package, all in
plugs of course.

I think in those days it sold for ten cents a plug .

RAGE:

BEARE/CHERRY

6

you. see*
R:

How long would a plug last a person, of chewing tobacco?

W:

Well some of them would take half a plug in one chew.

At least I think

they did.
R:

That wouldn’t last too long would it?

W:

Well you watch your old ball players.
tobacco when they played ball.

They did nothing else but chew

Even today they do on the big leagues.

You watch them on T.V. chewing tobacco.
R:

Would you say that chewing tobacco was the forrunner of bubble gum?

W:

Well it could have been yes.

I mean now you see a lot of ball players

withof their bubble gum just like kids blowing it out when they’re out
on the field.

...but we had a lot of fun those days on Front Street.
Street wasn’t paved when I first went on it.

Of course Front

You used to be in mud up

to your knees pretty near in the spring.
R:

Were you involved in the business during any of the Belleville floods?

W:

Yes, one of them.

R:

Did it do any damage to the store?

W:

No vie were lucky.

R:

Something McKnight’s does now is...you always hear about them having

It just come up over the floor of the store.

tickets to some community event or something you know, they say on the

radio, "You can get tickets for something or other at McKnight’s

Variety.”

Did you do that when you were there?

We handled the arena tickets I think from 1929 till I quit.

W:

Oh yes.

R:

So that’s a real tradition with the store?

W:

Yeah, the store was...if you wanted a ticket to go anywhere all you did
was call Bill Cooke’s and we had them.

In fact we have every ticket

there was in the country I guess for any do there was in Belleville.

BEARE/CHERRY
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High schools and colleges; whereever it was, we had them anyways.

That's

where we got a lot of our advertizing was through handling all the

tickets.

We handled all the tickets for the McFarlands when they went

to world series...(McFarlands were a hockey team from Belleville)
C:

Of course that’d be before your time.

It's quite a while.

Fifty

nine would be the last one.
R:

I would have been two then.

W:

Yeah, you wouldn't remember then, but there's some aweful changes on

Front Street to what there were those days.
C:

Well I can give you a story on the flood situation.

I've seen two floods

in Belleville in my life.

W:

Well I did too but the only one that every bothered us was the flash
one.

We used to have a hole in the floor by the cash register.

We

used to poke our finger down and see how high the water was coming.
Once she got up around the boards we knew she was going to seep in around

the walls you see.
C:

I was in the last flood.

Well this was the flood of 1956.

last one Bill I believe.

And when I got up in the morning to go to

That's the

work, I went downstairs and there was twelve inches of water in the

house and about before seven o'clock the Houston Company sent a truck

up to move me out and I wasn’t going.
long.

I said no, this won't last

It'll be out before noon likely, but anyway I decided to stay

and before I got out the water was three foot six in the house and thpy
had to take me out of the upstairs bedroom window and my wife and my
four sons and myself and the city come down to my house, down Jane

Street, come to the front part of the house; we got out of the upstairs
bedroom windows and there was a big boat, a very large rowing boat and

they took us up to Christ Church lawn.

there but it was still on up the street.

The water ended at the lawn

It dnded at their lawn, and we
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all got out of the boat and Bill Strahan, a friend of mine, was there

to meet me and he took my wife and my four sons and myself to his
house and we stayed there overnight, couple of days in fact until we

got a place to go until my house dried out.
Chrystie(Strahan)’s grandparents.

And that’s how I went to

And I got a house back on the same

street where I used to live until my house dried out.

I could give

you more details on it but it’s not necessary.
W:

That was when the ice was floating right down Front Street wasn’t it?

C:

It sure was; it sure was Bill.

It was terrific.

seen anyway.

But you know I seen that water coming

It was terrible.

The worst I’ve ever

from the river right through...there used to be a factory, butter fac
tory, remember that cheamery that used to be there at the end of Jane

Street on Coleman Street.

You know that on Coleman.

W:

Was that Grills’s there?

C:

Yeah, yeah, he’s the one that run it at the time, and the water come
through there and the ice come down Jane Street, great big sheets of

ice.

If it had ever hit the house, I think it’d have knocked it off

the foundations.

And you know when the ice come up close to the house,

the force of the water; the way the water was running avoided hitting
the house.

Never touched the house.

But it really piled up on the

parking lot and up on Jane Street, don’t think it didn’t.

Andwe did

have some friends that come up Everette Street in a boat and they tried

to get around...come up Everette Street off of Bridge and come up
Everette Street and turn on Jane to get to our house to take us out
before the city come to get us and they upset; they almost drowned. But

and it was Bill Strahan:
right there to help us.

that’d be Christie’s Grandfather, he was
And Mrs. Strahan lives over here now.

They

were right there and they made us as welcome as we could be welcomed

and we stayed there a couple of days.

And I got the house all...when
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■the water went down, I went down to the house and put fires on and got it
all nice and dry, and when the water come in first Bill it wasn’t dirty,

but after I got the house all cleaned up nice - 1 had a lot of stuff
destroyed you know, all my books were destroyed.

I had a host of books

because I had it in one of these tables with shelves in that you could put

your books in, an ivory table like.

I had to

throw them all away.-

and anyway I got the house so we were anticipating moving in and all of a

sudden the river backed up again and the water backed up and it went back

into my house about twelve inches deep and. it didn’t stay long but when it
what out it left nesting nothing but mud and dirt and it was a mess and.

it was a mess and I had to clean that out again before...
W:

That’s when I think the ice at Corbyville let go and come down the

second time.

C:

It did.

It came down the second time if you remember and backed up aud

it went in our house and yes there was twelve inches, but it was so
dirty; it was mud.

mud on the floor.

W:

When it went out it left mud on the floor.

It left

Oh I had an aweful time.

The reason for that mud...when it left CorbyVille it was taking the
banks out up around there where the parks is there now you know.

It

was taking the shoulders of those banks out and coming right down the

river.
Oh that was a bad flood, that last one we had.

CH

That’s right yes.

W:

We’ve never had one since have...nothing further.

C:

No, nothing since.

R:

What year was that, do you know?

C:

1956.

Yeah, I can’t remember the flood before that but it was a few

years back wasn’t it?

W:

Yeah, it wasn’t too far back.

C:

I imagine so yes.

I imagine it was about four years.

BEARE/CHERRY
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W:

Because after that they started to blast the river.

R:

Another major event in Belleville’s past was the explosion at the
Trenton Air base that was heard in Belleville.

in Belleville at that time.

You would have been

Bo you remember that?

0:

The Trenton Airport.

R:

The explosion at Trenton in 19...

0:

That was when that moving picture thing was there?

W:

No, no it was the...they were making amunition for the war in there.
It was right south of the C.N.R. track as you went into Trenton.

Oh you could hear it down here.

The funny part of it was that...we

often laughed after you know...they were warning everybody to get out
of Trenton and here all the Belleville people were ruding to Trenton
to find out what was going on.
C:

Didn’t that happen when the first war was on?

W:

The first war yeah.

0:

Boy I heard about that.

I was overseas but I heard about it.

But wasn’t there a motion picture system in there?
W:

There was a moving picture up there...

C:

But they got destroyed too.

W:

Well I think they were up around that district where this plant was.

C:

But they never continued on after that did they?

W:

No, never was built up after.

(segment ommitted)
R:

Mr. Cherry, you mentioned being involved in two particular organizations:

The Masons’ Lodge and the Orange Lodge.

Can you tell us about your

experiences in them in Belleville?

C:

Don’t ask me to explain that to you.

I’m not in the Orange now but I’m

still in...I’m a member of the Masonic.
speak on that.

Well Bill is too.

But I won’t
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Were there any other community organizations that either of you were

R:

involved in that you remeinber?
No, I never was involved in any of it very much. I always figured we

W:

did enough work on front Street for the organizations without getting
involved in them.

thing.

We used to be selling tickets and one and another

But you never had too much time to bother with anything else

when you had that job on your hands.
0:

No I never joined them.

R:

If we might backtrack to your younger days in Belleville, as a child

They were more the business...

growing up here, what things did you do for entertainment as children?

Most of it, you just went to the shows.

W:

I think the only thing there

was outside of making your own fun and most of it was shows and oh

the odd dances.

That’s something I never did very much because I never

could dance so I never got involved in them.

I went to two or three

but if you can’t dance you might as well stay home so...
R:

Where were these shows put on?

W:

Well the old Griffin Opera House was the main...shows and acts and
X

roadshows and that...used to be right on top of the hill here.(from

Turnbull Street)

/ram

END OP RECORDING

Royal Canadian Legion Church, with Rev David
the 1
al the time of hfcs death, Robson and Canon lege,
having served as a past R.B.D
Wright of relln
president of Branch 99, ficiating.
Radh
Belleville and ns a
Born In London, was i
charier member and England. lie Is survived of B<
past president of Die by sons, Gerald, of theG
Tweed branch, Royal Belleville; Kenneth, of
Be.
Canadian Legion. He was South Burlington,
Lott,
a member of the Duke of Donald, of Ottawa. He John
Edinburgh Unit 201. was predeceased liy one Oven
ANAF and a past presi son. Arthur.
and!
dent and founder of Use
Mr. Cherry wns
Qulnte Artillery Associa educated al Thomasburg
MAJ
tion. He was also a and was employed as a
member of the Knights ol cabinet maker and
Columbus, Belleville.
superintendent, He was a
fur
Memorial services member of Christ Church 29 for
were held prior to the and was n life member ot 71. Of
funeral by both the Belleville lodge A.F and Stlrlli
Knights of Columbus and A.M. Eureka Lodge 283 resldi
the Royal Canadian Quint c Friendship.
Ser
tz-glon
Bearers were Richard I rant
Burial was in St. Car- Cherry. Terry Doran, Funei
thagh's Cemetery. Jeffrey Cherry, Gregory John’Tweed.
Cherry, Bradley Cherry by R
Bf-arers' were Oscar and David Cherry.
with
Thurston, Bob Gray,
the St,
Paul Hycha. Ernie Reed,
Bor
MURIEL MacDONALD
Carmen Livingston and
Marti
KENNEDY
Jlin Mecns. Honorary
id
of the
bearers
were
:
Joseph
XI
Robei
Funeral was held Nov
Burabaw. Jake Canden. 10 for Muriel MacDonald
She
Wieger DeJong. Roy Kennedy, of 75 Victoria
Raym
Dulmage, Merrill Dunn. Ave.. Belleville, who died
law
David Evans. Bert Nov 6
child'
Graves, Una Golding.
Christ
Service was held al the
Henry Perry, Henry Pinkston and Luscomb?
Donal
Prysky. Ron Powell, Ray funeral Chapel* with
of Bel
Redding,
Eric Walker.
Mr
Rev ibjuvvuii
Malcolm rauu
Muth of.y «vn
rx.........................
Andrew Wilson. TXxir ncintlim Burial wu
seami
vus nt
?rro‘'.
Vau«'w1 Bdlcvlfie Cemetery
slon. v
ami A) Hartwick
Daughter
ol the
John'i
Daughter of
the laic
Bea
Mr and Mrs. Donald
Moucl
John Cameron, she was
JOHN LEONARD
Stuari
predeceased by her hus
LAMBERT
Marti:
band. Grant Kennedy
Stirling
andl>
One brother. Donald
Cameron. survives her
Funeral was held Nov
BEG11
3
- for John Leonard She was predeceased by
VIC*
Uimbcrt. 76. of 71 Front one brottH-r. George
Small
Born at Island Mull.
St . Stirling, who died In
Don Pl
the Belleville General Scotland, she was a
from
member ol St Andrew 's
Hospital Nov l
begin
Service was conducted Presbyterian Church and lour >
from the Thompson was a member ol tlw
Monda
Friendship Group llierc
Funeral Home to St
small
John's Anglican Church She was also a member
and d
by Rev Allan l-iuder ol I O D E St Julien
d
with burial following in Chapter
J
Bearers were, Robert
the Highland Park
II
Reynolds. William
C e m e I e r y . Pe I er
G a t her cole. James
borough
Bom In Manchester, Wilson. Jnmes MacKay.
England, Mr l-ambert Donald Cameron and
was the son of the late Evan Cameron
Mr and Mrs l.con.ml
Uunbert
EUGENE HITCHON
1
He ts survived by wife
BcllevUlc
I
Sheila. daughters Sylvia
Schrnuwen of Grimsby.
?
funeral was held Nov
r
Cynthia Welsh of
I
Mississauga, son 3 tor Eugene liltchon. 71.
Michael of Tweed, of lie Catherine St .
f
brothers Hubert of Belleville, who died In
Ihc Belleville General
I
Guelph and George of
Hospital Oct 31
1
Aimes. Iowa and sister
Service was held from
r
Eva of Kitchener
Educated in England the O'Brien Steele
funeral Home by Mr
a n d Ontario. Mr
Ernie Belch, assisted by
Lambert was a high
Robert Dempster with
school principal and a
member of St John’s burial following m the
tie!
levillc Cemetery
Anglican Church and the
Bom In Belleville Mr
Royal Canadian Legion
Hltclwn was the son of
which held a memorial
the late Mr arid Mrs
service Nov 3
Harry Hitchon Sr He
w as Mso predeceased by
I
Irvne Wray
gr andson Peter
Mr HRchon is surviv
I
Funeral was held Nov
ed by wile Helen l-'iirrell.
9 Itor Bessie Irene Wray
suns Harry of Hit 2 Sllrl
ort 301
....................................
Balmer Rd ,
ing. David of HR J
Belleville, who died Nov
Roslln. grandchildren
5 at sea aboard the S S
Stephen, Rebecca. Bob
Norway
ano Blit and brother
Funeral was from the
Harry Httcbon of Vic
Pinkston and Luscomrxlorin, B C
Funeral Home to Bridge
Educated at the Queen
Street United Church and
Marv School, BCIVS and
was officiated by Dr
Harold Wilson
Inter
mcnt was in Belleville
Cemetery
Mrs
Wray was
predeceased by bet hus
band. llarley
She Is survived by a
daughter, Mrs Charles
'Marilyn- Bristol of
Belleville, three grand
Wishes to armours
children, Rotierl. Allan
and Bonnie, and two
Kt eat grandchildren.
on his retirement,
Christopher and Kevin
Bom In Moira, Mrs
end of November, 1!
Wray was a member of
Bridge Street United
Cliffi-cb
Bearers were Millon
Lack, AlanFlnkle&'lctor
White, Thomas Mor
rtson, Robert Barlow and
David Parker

1

DR.D.E. Macl

CECIL GREVILLE
CHERRY
funeral was field Nov
2 tor Cecil Greville
Cherry. 86. of 5 Turnbull
St.. Belleville, who died
Oct 31
Service was conducted
(rum John R
Bush
Funeral Home io Christ

will be taking ov
his Opthalmology pn
/ For further informa

Please Call -

962

