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Scenes in the pictures shown 
on this page recall the days 
of the silent films, and a photo
play' which became synonymous 
with Trenton. Unfortunately' the 
film Carry on Sergeant never 
got off the ground, because 
talking pictures came along 
when it had just been com
pleted, and the movie houses 
of the day would not run the 
film.

Trenton’s Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 110 has been 
considering running the film 
as a centennial gesture.

Carry on Sergeant was made 
in 1928, and was a failure 
financially because of the 
changeover to talking pictures, 
it was the lastof several feature 
films made in this town.

Bruce Bairn sfather, creator 
of the famous World War I 
cartoon character, OP Bill, of 
the Better ‘Ole, was director 
for the picture, which was 
filmed entirely in and around 

| Trenton. Some still living re
call when the area which is 
now occupied by the Commun
ity Gardens looked like a World 
War One battlefield.

Mr. Bairnsfather had direct
ed several films made here.

Earlier, in 1915, a film called
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Adanac Films built a studio in 
Trenton. Some Trenton people 
were actors in their films.

It was in 1924 that the Ontario 
Government Motion Picture 
Studio was opened.

A studio was set up in 1918 
in what was later to be the 
Trenton Dyeing and Finishing 
Company factory. The late 
Tyrone Power was one of the 
Hollywood stars brought here. 

Photos on this page are 
scenes from the one which has 
the most nostalgic memories 
for World War I veterans, Carry 
On Sergeant, It has added at
traction from having been made 
in Trenton. Details of what 
the scenes represent must be 
supplied by the imagination. 
The film was, of course, silent. 
These photos were loaned by 
O. W. Larry,Clerk-Comptroller 
0. W. Larry, Clerk-Comp
troller.


