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T he Old RED SCHOOLHOUSE
A  Brief History of One of the Oldest of the 

Rural Schools of the County of Hastings
WRITTEN BY

James Owen Herity, One of the Many Graduates

Occupying a situation of remark
able natural beauty in  the midst of 
a  lovely valley, among the high ele
vations of the easterly extension of 
the Oak Hill ra i*e , is “The Old Red 
Schootbouse” one of the pioneer in
stitutions of elementary learning in 
the Township of Huntingdon, Hast
ings County, Ontario.

The early settlers did well in 
choosing this picturesque and con
venient location, for i t  is difficult to 
imagine a  more appropriate and 
pleasant environment as a  setting 
for childhood’s  first timid advent
ures into the unexplored fields of 
education.

The Oak Hills which form so pro
minent a  feature of the southern 
Ontario countryside have their eas
tern terminus within the area serv
ed by the Old Red School. The Oak 

-nHUI range takas its rise in Hunting
don township and thence extends in 
’a  westerly direction to the County 
of York. Here one branch turns 
northward and eventually forms the 
high elevations this side of CoQing- 
wood and Owen Sound while an
other branch curves around the 
western extremity of Lake Ontario 
to form "the Mountain** at Hamilton 
and the Niagara escarpment.

“Pancake HOT

The Oak Hills were gratuitously 
bestowed upon southern Ontario by 
the last arctic glacier which ceased 
operations here all of thirty thous
and years ago. JProm York county 
eastwards the range contains no 
solid rock but is composed of a  mis
cellaneous assortment of boulders, 
coarse gravel, sand, loam and day. 
Not far from the Red Schodhouae 
the ridge towers upwards to the im
pressive height of 500 feet above the 
level of Lake Ontario.

Conspicuously visible from the 
Madoc road a t West Huntingdon, 
the westerly slope of the massive 
formation, was often rendered more 
prominent In late summer by vast 
fields of buckwheat. Henoe, some
what derisively, the great eminence 
became known as "Pancake HOI
Later, when a  church was erected a t 
the summit, the name was changed 
to the more dignified "Mount Zion' 
But, after the destruction of the 
church by a  hurricane, there was a  
reversion to the original and more 
appropriate cognomen of "Pancake 
Hill-. A local poet apostrophised the 
hill, in buckwheat season,. by me
trical admiration:

"A snowy hill, a  showy hill.
By silvery buckwheat crowned.

Where scented blooms, exhale 
perfumes.

T o all the land around."

Scenery From Plateau
Prom the plateau at the upper el

evation of Pancake Hill, there 
spreads out a  circumambient land
scape. beyond the range of vision in 
its distant outlines. In  the summer
and early fall the encircling picture 
is one of haunting (*h»rm To the 
south are plainly visible the towers 
of Belleville and the High Shore 
of Prince Edward. To the east, the 
highlands of Tyendinaga form the 
background. Away to the north can 
be seen the laurentlan hills beyond 
Madoc village. But most beautiful 
and unforgettable Is the grand val
ley to the west. The editor of the 
Qulnte Sun of Trenton, who visited 
Pancake Hill at the Indian summer 
season last fall, referred to  the great 
depression lying to the west as a 
"valley of enchantment." Fascinat
ing indeed is that vast countryside 
in early autumn with all the blend
ed glories of flaming leaves, rugged 
hills, restful valleys, cultivated farm
lands and winding streams. Nature 
has been lavish in her gifts to this 
delightful region and man has en
hanced the natural beauty with var
ied agricultural developments har
monising with the grand ensemble.

Bntternot vs. Knowledge

Immediately to the west of the 
schoolhouse there is a  lofty and prec 
lpitous hill where the boulders are 
too numerous to permit of farm op
erations and therefore the upper 
section has been left pretty much In 
a state of nature. Prominent among 
the forest growth here are numer
ous fine specimens of the butternut 
tree. This near relative of the Wack- 
w&lnut bears bounteous annn,t crop 
of the most delicious nuts so far 
created. The butternut grove was a 
favorite resort of the boys during 
the noon Intermission, through the 
month of September and on Into 
October. The pursuit of butternuts 
excited more enthusiasm than did 
the quest for knowledge. The butter
nut Is encased in  a protective coat- 
of-mail which defies nut-crackers 
apd calls for several blows from a 
heavy hammer before yielding its 
well fortified kernel. Parenthetic
ally it might be remarked that a 
fortune awaits the Luther Burbank 
wbo will develop a  paper-shelled 
butternut the same as has been 
done for the English walnut, the 
almond and the pecan. But ham
mers are not lying around loose in 
butternut groves. The boys find a 
reasonably good substitute in a 
stone about'the sire of one’s fist. 
With a heavy boulder for an anvil.

his left hand with the big end up. 
administers half-a-dozen smart 
knocks with his granite hammer, the 
armored sides of the nut fall apart 
and reveal the double kernel, often 
in an unshattered condition. Be
fore the nut is fully mature the 
thick outer skin Is filled with a  juice 
which spatters over the fingers, 
when the nuts are cracked a t this 
stage, and stains them a  deep, per
manent brown which will not dis
appear until several months have 
elapeed. But little things like that 
do not disturb the harmonious rela
tions between growing boys and but
ternuts.

School Section No. 4

School Section No. 4  in the Town
ship of Huntingdon, which has the 
Old Red Schoolhouse as Its educa
tional centre, Is territorially em
braced within the westerly half of 
the first, second and third cone* 
sloes. The landed estate exoeeds 
3,000 seres.

The Township of Huntingdon was 
not settled by the original United 
Bnpire Loyalists as was the case 
with the frontier townships, Sidney, 
Thurlow and Tyendinaga. In  fact, 
up to  the year 1830, only a  few scat
tered families had appeared. But 
following that year the full tide of 
immigration had set in and by 1850 
there was little arable land in the 
municipality that had not been ap
propriated'ey venturesome home- 
seekers.

Settlers of Huntingdon 

Many of the settlers were the 
children of Loyalists who had their 
homes near to the Bay of Quinte. 
But by far the greater proportion 
came directly from the Old Land to 
seek wider opportunities in the Can
adian wilderness. I t  was a  supreme 
test of courage and manhood to 
conquer the forests and endure the 
multiple hardships of those pioneer 
settlements. But the colonisers were 
of sturdy stock. England, Ireland 
and Scotland contributed their be6t 
and bravest, and, when all is said 
and done, where can better racial 
stock be found?

To those heroes and heroines of 
the early settlement, to that nobili
ty ,# 'hardship, of plain living and 
high thinking, their descendants 
owe a  never payable debt. The pio
neers live on in the farms they 
cleared and the buildings they erect
ed. They live on in the schools and 
other Institutions they founded and 
endowed. They live on in their 
children and their children's child
ren through a heritage of wholesome 
example and Inspiring influence. 
Their mortal remains repose in the 
quiet rural cemetrles but their good 
deeds, their devotion and their sac
rifice will yield Increasing harvests 
for generations yet to come.

Tribute to Hardy Sires

Mrs. Susanna Moodie, herself a 
pioneer, refers in lines of under
standing and felicitous appreciation 
to tills intrepid ancestry,—

“Those hardy sires who bore
The day's first heat—their toils 

are o’er;
Strong fathers of this rising land.

Theirs was a  mission valiant, 
grand;

Bold venturers whom the Father, 
God,

Sent to reclaim the stubborn sod; 
Well they performed their task and 

won
Altar and hearth for the wood

man’s  son.’’

Life in the Huntingdon clearing 
may have been a  test of courage and 
endurance but it  also provided sat
isfactions. There were the satisfac
tions which come to men of ambi
tion because of difficulties met and 
overcome, because of successful 
achievement, because of goals at
tained. The transformation from 
forest primeval to cultivated farm 
land was a  progressive accomplish
m ent There was plain ocular evi
dence each day that the final con
quest of the woodland was drawing 
nearer. The timber was thrown into 
heaps and burned but the ashes 
were carefully gathered and gave a 
cash revenue from the potash that 

extracted and refined. Each 
acre brought Into cultivation pro
duced its harvest of wheat or pota
toes or of fodder for the Increasing 
herds of live stock.

Pioneer Farm Self-Contained

The pioneer farm was a self-con
tained and Independent institution. 
The food and clothing were prac
tically all produced at home. The 
flocks of sheep gave up their annual 
growth of wool to be spun into 
yam on the old-fashioned spinning 
wheel or to be woven Into the dur
able flannels and fulled-cloth on 
the hand-looms common to many 
households. Meat, bread, pastry, 
butter, maple sugar, dried fruits and 
many other articles of diet, were 
all of domestic production and never 
purchased a t stores or from itiner
ant vendors. The farm implements, 
tools and vehicles were of simple 
design and often manufactured at 
home or In the local blacksmith-

days as draught animals and even 
for transportation over the forest 
trails. But about half a  century ago 
the patient and leisurely ox 
everywhere giving way to the more 
agile horse and now a  yoke of oxen 
can scarcely be found on a farm 
anywhere in the Province of On
tario.

Simple modes of living, inexpen
sive farm equipment, homely plea
sures and habits of Industry and 
thrift, gave to Huntingdon town
ship, as to all parts of rural On
tario, its great period of building 
and progressive development. But 
that period was emphatically not 
within the present generation. It  
was anywhere from forty to eighty 
years ago. The comfortable end 
beautifully designed colonial homes 
and the sets of substantial farm 
buildings were almost unanimously
erected prior to the beginning of the 
present century.

Saddening Experience Today

A journey through country neigh
borhoods a t the present time Is of
ten a  saddening experience. Un
pointed and dilapidated farm build
ings, falling fences and weed-in
fested fields, too often repeat a 
story of deterioration and non-pro- 
gresslveness.

The records for farm property at 
the County registry office also tell 
a tale that Is equally disheartening. 
The pioneers had few debts and few 
mortgages. Such encumbrances as 
did exist were almost altogether 
occasioned by the purchase of land 
or the erection of new buildings. 
Now It would seem that debts and 
mortgages were the rule rather than 
the exception. The motorcar and an 
elaborate equipment of farm imple
ments have come but the old-time 
freedom from pressing financial ob
ligations has been exchanged for 
instalment buying, notes a t the 
bank and claims by the Agricultur
al Development Board.

Religious Services in Schoolhouse

As was often the case in pioneer 
communities, religious services were 
held in the Old Red Schoolhouse. 
Religion among the settlers was sin
cere and expressed more in their 
daily .conduct than by outward pro
fession. The neighborhood was al
most unanimously Methodist, and 
for this there was a  reason. Nearly 
all those who migrated here from 
Great Britain, or Ireland had been 
affiliated with the other great Pro
testant faiths, the Anglican or Pres
byterian. But the clergy of the older 
denominations preferred to enjoy 
the comparative comfort of the 
towns and villages and left to the 
more zealous and enterprising Meth
odist "circuit-riders" the ministra
tion to the scattered settlements.

There were two branches of 
Methodism which held services, sep
arately at the Red Schoolhouse, the 
Wesleyan Methodist, having its or
igin in England, and the Methodist 
Episcopal, brought over by the Loy
alists from the United States. The 
two branches of Methodism united 
in 1884.

Sombre Religious Experience
The religious services were ra

ther sombre experiences with long 
sermons and much other-worldli
ness both In the preaching and in 
the testimony meetings. The pre
vailing theology was well expressed 
by Charles Wesley's hymn, often 
sung with great fervor,—

And am I  only born to die?
And must I  suddenly comply

With Nature's stem  decree?
What after death for me remains? 
Celestial Joys or hellish pains.

To all eternity I

“Nothing is worth a thought be
neath

But how I  may escape the death
That never, never dies;

How make mine own election sure. 
And, when I  fail on earth, secure

A mansion in the skies."

Religion in Daily Lives

That particular hymn is not now 
included in the standard collections. 
People are no longer thinking so 
much of the life to come as the life 
that now is. But let us remark In 
passing that however old-fashioned 
the pioneers may have been in 
their doctrines and creeds they ex
emplified in their daily lives a  kind 
or religion that the world might do 
well to adopt today. Genuine kind
ness of heart, mutual helpfulness, 
true neighborliness, honest dealing, 
sound citizenship, payment of debts, 
charitable opinions, temperate con
duct, plain living, maintenance of a 
home instead of a  boarding-house, 
rearing families to love the home, to 
respect their country and its insti
tutions, to reverence religion and to 
honor the king. That was the gen
eral expression of the spiritual life 
from within as reflected in the 
daily life and conduct of the pio
neer settler.

In the year 1880 the community 
marshalled its forces and erected a 
substantial brick ohurch a t the very 
summit of Pancake Hill. Daniel 
Derbyshire, a  local carpenter, took 
the contract for building at the

action. Joshua Iamg of Belleville 
performed the mason-work. The 
edifice was denominated "Mount 
Zion Methodist Episcopal Church." 
The church was dedicated the first 
Sunday of 1881 with Rev. Dr. Al
bert Carman, bishop of the M. E. 
church, as the officiating clergyman, 
assisted by Rev. Amos Campbell, the 
church’s most capable financial 
specialist. A Sunday School was Im
mediately organized and S. D. Vin
cent (now Rev. 8 . D. Vincent of 
Baldwin City, Kansas) the local 
teacher of the public school, became 
the first superintendent.

Church Destroyed by Hurricane

Mount Zion church continued to 
be the religious centre of the cota- 
munlty until 1899. On June 6th of 
that year a storm of hurricane in
tensity swept over from the north
west, levelling farm buildings, or
chards, and forest trees in its path. 
When the clouds had cleared away 
It was discovered that the church 
was completely wrecked and the 
sheds a heap of ruins. The Metho
dist union of 1884 had in reality 
done away with the necessity for a 
church at this point and therefore 
Mount Zion church was never re
built

Among the pioneer preachers who 
served this area, the most notable 
was Rev. John Black. He was not 
only a  great organizer and preacher 
but had a remarkable gift for epi
gram and humor. The stories at
tached to the name of this grand 
old missionary would fill a  volume. 
His remains are interred in the 
cemetery adjoining the Stone 
Church in the 4th Concession of 
Sidney.

Another preacher of greet elo
quence was Rev. P. M. Finn who bad 
grown up and received his education 
in Ireland. As a  revivalist and evan
gelist this fervid son of Erin had 
extraordinary gifts. When the writer 
was about eight years of age Mr. 
Finn was conducting one of his fa
mous revivals for a  period of several 
weeks during the winter season at 
the Red Schoolhouse. The revival 
was then usually called a  "protract
ed meeting." Great interest was 
manifested and the school was 
crowded to repletion with the 
nightly throngs.

'Protracted Meeting’ Experience

We have vivid recollections of 
our first experience at one of these 
meetings. At the front of the school
room, and before the teacher's desk, 
which served as a pulpit, was the 
penitent bench. The bench was a 
rather rough piece of carpentry 
made from four legs supporting a 
heavy plank. To our immature mind, 
the phenomena of repentence and 
regeneration had no meaning what
ever. We saw a number of the con
gregation "going forward’’ in re
sponse to the minister’s appeal and 
taking their places at the penitent- 
bench but we were greatly mystified 
by their weeping and evident sorrow 
as we were, later, by their shouting 
and demonstrations of Joy. We were 
seated beside a  schoolmate who was, 
several years older, Townsend Con-' 
ley, son of George Conley, a  fanner 
who later moved to Madoc to be
come proprietor of the Windsor Ho
tel. To our request for an explana
tion, Townsend Conley solemnly in
formed us that all who went “for- 
war” were paid a  "quarter." At that 
period in our financial experience a 
"quarter” toad about the dimensions 
of a  cart-wheel. We went home that 
night pondering deeply over the 
monetary possibilities so  unexpect
edly brought to our notice. The next 
night we went up to the penitent- 
bench at the first Invitation. Our 
feeling was not one of sorrow or of 
Joy but of keen anticipation of the 
pecuniary reward we expected to be 
handed over at the end of the meet
ing. We waited around until ttoe 
minister and all the elders had left 
but received nothing. Upon our ar
rival home we expressed our dis
appointment and Intimated that In 
our opinion there was something 
fraudulent about revival meetings. 
Our father, like Mr. Finn, was a 
native-born Irishman. He was not 
slow to appreciate the humor of ttoe 
situation. When Mr. Finn, a  little 
later, visited our home he was told 
the whole sordid story of our mer
cenary conversion. For years af
terwards, the tale was repeated In 
the neighborhood, usually with a 
few added decorations by the narra
tor. Townsend Copley, when he 
grew to manhood, settled In Toronto 
where he won great success as a 
salesman of musical instruments. 
Mr. Finn migrated to Manitoba and 
continued his active ministry there. 
He Joined S ir Clifford Sifton in 1896 
in the great campaign for national 
schools In that province.

“TH E OLD RED SCHOOLHOUSE’

Though the orig inal schoolhouse o f School Section No. 4, Huntingdon township, bu ilt in 
1860 was token down in 1893 to make way fo r the present build ing, the la tter school still 
goes by the name o f "th e  old red schoolhouse". Th is above photograph gives on excellent 
view o f the lovely natural surroundings in which the school is set and in which the boys and 
g irls o f th is section have been acquiring the ir elementary knowledge and their start in life  
fo r well on to three generations. In the accompanying artic le  the life  of this section for many 
ygars passes in review and scenes o f the past live again as the story unfolds.

AN INTERIOR VIEW

Th is photograph gives on idea o f what a classroom in an up-to-dote rural school o f today 
looks like. In th is p icture is seen seated a t the teacher's desk, the w riter of this artic le , M r. 
James Owen H erity  o f Be lleville, who attended and graduated from the original school which 
occupied the site o f the present modem build ing in S. S. No. 4  Huntingdon Township.

Neighbors Meet

There were many ways by which 
tile neighbors were brought together, 
aside from the religious services, 
the christenings, the weddings and 
the funerals. Some of these were the 
logging-bees, the stone-bee*, the 
barn-raisings and the corn-husk- 
ing bees. On the more domestic side 
there were the quilting parties, the 
apple-paring bees and occasional 
purely social evenings for young 
people or old as the case might be. 
The prohibition against cards and 
dancing in Methodist circles in 
those days was pretty generally ob
served but Nations, Lost Heir and 
Dominoes offered a convenient sub
stitute for the regular euchre deck 
and lent themselves to the same 
kind of games. The social and rec
reational side of the community life 
was rfbt unlike that of the French 
Canadian rural settlements in Que-

medest price of $1530. It  was report- bee where informal evening parties,
the boy expertly holds the nut In ! shop. Oxen were used In the early'ed that he lost money in the trans-i house-to-house visiting and neigh

borly calls make life in the country 
less lonesome and more genuinely 
enjoyable than often is the case 
in towns and cities. Life in the 
country is not necessarily the drab 
and uninviting experience that 
many townspeople believe. There are 
multifarious events and interests 
and developments which absorb 
one's thought and bring out what 
is best in our nature. And about It 
all there is a  solidity and a  whole
some character such as has enabled 
those unpretentious rural settle
ments to give to Canada some of 
her first and finest citizens.

The Singing School

The neighborhood singing-school 
was an occasional feature of rural 
interest during the winter season. 
The instruction in singing was car
ried out by a teacher who used a 
great book, on the open page of 
which the printed words and the 
musical scores were of poster size 
and plainly visible to those who 
might be seated in any part of the 
school auditorium.

During one winter, we recall that 
the West Huntingdon and Pancake 
Hill neighborhoods combined forces 
and engaged a Mr. Huyck from 
Prince Edward county to conduct 
the singing classes, alternately at 
if® Red Schoolhouse and at West 
Huntingdon. Mr. Huyck, the sing
ing master was a man of huge pro
portions, good-natured, a  talented 
conversationalist and visitor and a 
natural leader of young people. His 
winter of musical instruction left a 
lasting and wholesome impression 
upon the two communities. At the 
same period. Mr. Mendell of Stir
ling, himself an accomplished mu
sician. conducted a most successful 
singing-school at Moira. _  **

Moira Old Metropolis

The Village of Moira was the met
ropolis, the capital and seat of mun
icipal government for the Township 
of Huntingdon, from the days of the 
early settlement until 1919. In that 
year the township council decided to 
change the capital's location to 
Ivanhoe's more central geographical 
position. Here a commodious town- 
hall was erected and officially op
ened to the pubUc. December 17. 
1919.

The name “Moira" is borrowed 
from the Torn of Moira, in County 
Down. Ireland. It Is a story that 
has been published a number of 
times and need not be repeated here 
except In the briefest outline. Fran
cis Rawdon was bom at the Town of 
Moira in Ireland. December 9. 1754. 
He won distinction on tire British 
side during the American War of 
the Revolution and was created Earl 
of Moira in recognition of tors ser

vices. Later he was appointed vice
roy of India and at the conclusion 
of his term of office was made the 
Marquis of Hastings. The name of 
the mother of Francis Rawdon was 
Elizabeth Hast-ngs. She was the 
daughter of the Earl of Huntingdon. 
She was also a  member of the Hun- 
gerford family of England. Strange
ly enough, Francis Rawdon never 
visited Canada and therefore never 
saw the county and the three town
ships which perpetuate his family 
names and he probably never knew 
anything of the erratic river and the 
placid country village which have 
adopted the name of his birthplace. 
Francis Rawdon died in 1826. He 
left a  request that his right hand 
should be cut off and preserved un
til-the death of his wife, the Mar
chioness of Hastings and then be in
terred in her coffin.

Original Post Office

Moira post office was originally 
located on the Hockey farm in the 
2nd concession of Huntingdon, just 
a  short distance to the west of the 
Tweed road and only about a mile 
from tf® Moira river at this point. 
Some years later It was shifted to 
the neighborhood three miles far
ther west where a  considerable 
number of settlers had come and es
tablished homes.

Henry Ostrom moved from Sidney 
township to Moira in 1844. He set up 
a general store there and became 
postmaster. He held that position up 
to the time of his death In 1878. 
Henry Ostrom was a  man of out
standing ability, was a talented pub
lic speaker, toqk a prominent part

farm for a consideration of £10 to 
the municipal council. Here was 
erected a plain stone structure to 
serve as a town-hall. The venerable 
building still stands and was used 
for a time as a place of worship by 
one of the newer religious denomin
ations.

Half Dozen Industries

But what we more particularly 
wish to bring out in this narrative 
is the fact that Moira, in the early 
days, had a t least half-a-dozen busy 
industries.

One of these was a fanning-mill 
factory owned and operated by Al
len McTaggart and later by his sons. 
Joseph, Royal and John. This in
dustry and its products enjoyed wide 
popularity. Arthur L. Burke, late 
reeve of Sidney township is a 
grandson of Alien McTaggart.

There was also a furniture fac
tory operated by William Dean, as
sisted by his sons. William and 
John. The Dean factory turned out 
a variety of kitchen furniture and 
also types of verandah and rustic 
lawn furniture as well as the old- 
fashiofted spinning-wheels and the 
reels for the winding of the yarn.

The blacksmith shops were in 
those days almost always carriage 
factories as well. At Moira we can 
recall that Ira Haskins, the village 
smithy, manufactured well design
ed and beautifully finished sleighs, 
farm wagons, buggies, cutters and 
democrats or carry-alls. He also pro
duced harrows, land-rollers and 
other farm implements. Mr. Hoskins 
sold out his business in 1875 to Will
iam Schryver. a  skilled mechanic.

in municipal politics and served as i who conducted it with marked suc-
township reeve. His son. Henry F . 
Ostrom, after a  brief career as a 
teacher entered the ministry of the 
Methodist church and later migrat
ed to the United States where he 
won a high reputation as a pulpit 
orator and evangelist. He retired 
from the ministry several years ago 
to reside at Evanston, Illinois.

Electric Lights in 1937

Moira is described by Belden's 
County Atlas, published in 1878. as 
"pleasantly situated a t the base of 
a  large hill which shelters it from 
the west winds and is the most im
portant village in the township." At 
that we have no record that the 
population ever exceeded one 
hundred. The village has never suf
fered from the ill effects of a land 
boom or from speculative building. 
Just prior to Christmas in the year 
1937, the village main street was il
luminated for the first time by elec
tricity.

In the year 1851. the county rec
ords show that John C. Foster sold 
a half-acre from the corner of his

cess for many years. He has now be^ 
come a nonagenarian and owns up 
to being 92 years of age but still go
ing strong. He and Mrs. Schryver 
occupy a comfortable home on Yeo
mans St. where they enjoy the re
spect and esteem of a host of 
friends. The old shop at Moira still 
stands and is now operated by Mr. 
Frank Emerson.

Shoe-shop Centre
The village also had a shoe-shop 

where George Utman, assisted by 
his sons. Melbourne and Nelson, 
manufactured high-grade and dur
able boots and shoes for the men. 
women and children of the com
munity. George Utman had a rare 
gift of humor. His shop was always 
a centre of Interest for the boys and 
girls of the neighborhood who never 

1 tired of watching the evolutions 
leading up to the finished shoe and 
listening to the accompaniment of 
witty stories and drollery which 
seemed almost a part of the pro
cess of manufacture.

F . M Brenton, who conducted the

general store for a  considerable time 
also developed an active business in 
a tailor-shop where a  doeen hands 
or more were employed. Mr. Bren
ton later became a cheese-buyer at 
Belleville.

Moira Cheese Factory

Nor must we omit to mention the 
Moira cheese factory. This factory 
was established in the year 1868 af
ter the organization of a  local co
operative company among the far
mers of the neighborhood. I t  
speedily became one of the largest 
and most important in the county. 
The writer's eldest brother entered 
the employment of the company as 
cheese maker in the year 1876 and 
retired at the end of the cheese
making season in 1916 after 41 yean 
of continuous service. He was tend
ered a fine complimentary banquet 
in January, 1917, and made the re
cipient of a  suitably engraved gold 
watch. I t  is regrettable that the 
Moira Cheese Manufacturing Com-, 
pany ceased to function several 
years ago. But let us express the 
hope that the better prices now pre
vailing may induce a  resumption of 
operations in this once notable 
cheese-making centre.

The Village of Moira is not situat
ed in the confines of SB . No. 4 but 
we have briefly stepped outside our 
territory in the preparation of these 
chronicles, because Moira post of
fice, Moira church, Moira cheese- 
factory and the other village fea
tures and interests were also part 
and parcel of the Pancake Hill 
neighborhood through their activi
ties and services. The arrival of rur
al mall delivery has altered circum
stances in reference to that particu
lar work but other things remain aa 
before.

Rural Life Transformed

We would like to take advantage 
of this opportunity to draw atten
tion to the great transformation in 
the life of the country settlements 
and the rural village. The old-time 
cottage industries' such as spinning 
and weaving and even the baking of 
bread, have practically all ceased to 
be. The village factories are no 
more. The blacksmith no longer 
builds farm-wagons or buggies or 
farm Implements. The village shoe
maker renews soles and applies 
patches but does not now attempt to 
build up a new pair of shoes. Great 
centralised manufacturing plants 
and mass production have utterly 
destroyed village industry and sadly 
crippled the villages themselves. De
population and decay have set in 
and are in many cases far advanced.

Take for example, the Village of 
Demorestville In the County of 
P’ lnce Edward. This village was at 
one time second only to Picton in 
importance in the whole county 
with a population in excess of 1,000. 
I t  contained large saw-mills, grist
mills, three wagon factories, two 
shoe-making establishments, a  fur
niture factory, three blacksmith 
shops, four churches and all the 
features which contribute to the 
well-being of a  live progressive vil
lage. The Demorestville of today is 
a sad reminder of what happens 
when industry moves out and there 
is nothing to take its place.

Changes have come. Big factories 
have centred in big cities. We have 
quantity production of standardised 
goods. We have cheaper products in 
some lines than we ever had before. 
In several respects we appear to 
have gained by the tremendous 
transformation that has taken place. 
But there have also been losses. Ir
retrievable losses.

“A Bold Peasantry"
Oliver Goldsmith, writing a  couple 

of centuries ago of the ill-fate that 
overtook “Sweet Auburn, loveliest 
village of the plain." has given an 
arresting description of experiences 
similar to those we are passing 
through in Ontario today. All is not 
well out in the country districts of 
this province. We need another 
Goldsmith and another warning 
such as he gave,—

"111 fares the land, to hastening 111* 
a prey.

Where wealth accumulates and men 
decay;

Princes and lords may flourish and 
may fade;

A breath can make them, as a 
breath has made;

But a bold peasantry, their country’s 
pride.

When once destroyed, can never be 
supplied.”

First School Organised 
A sufficient number of settlers 

had arrived in the Pancake Hill 
section of 1840 to make it desirable 
and essential to form a  school. In  
that year a  group held a  meeting 
and determined to erect a  school- 
house. A site was selected on the 
sldetoad dividing Lots 6 and 7 in 
the Second Concession. Here they 
erected a  rather crude stone build
ing but it was of so unsubstantial a 
character that It had to be replaced 
twenty years  later.

Original Schoolhouse 
In 1860 the original Red School- 

house was built. It  was a  plain 
wooden structure and painted a  * 
brilliant and enduring red.

In 1893, it  was seen fit to demol
ish the building which had served a 
whole generation of eager students 
and the present modem and attrac
tive school building was erected in 
its place. A bordering line of mag
nificent maples planted back in the 
80s, when the writer's brother was 
principal of the school, give a  beau
teous setting for the grounds and 
building.

Of the names of the teachers dur
ing the first fifteen years there are 
no discoverable records. From 1855 

(Continued on page seven).
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The Old Red Schoolhouse
to  1SIT v e  have jecured the same* 
of all the teachers from former pu
pils who are atlH Urine but the yean 
Indicated for the period of their • 
Secernent may be slightly a t vari
ance from ttKS-sctual history. But 
from 1877 to 1838 the names and 
dates mdy be taken as absolutely 
true and accurate. The general reg
isters a t  present In the school go 
back only to 1906. But from former 
teachers and others we have obtain
ed names and dates In such a  man
ner as to leave no doubt of their 
authenticity.

Emphatic protest should be en 
tered here and now against the care 
lessness which has permitted the de
struction and loss of such Invaluable 
documentary history as Is contained 
in the general registers of the pub
lic schools. We would suggest that 
they be collected and kept in some 
central and safe place in each mun
icipality. Such documents and rec
ords, in Great Britain, are housed 
and husbanded with the utmost 
care. Here they merely become so 
much waste paper.

In  the list of teachers we have 
compiled, no leas than 63 names ap
pear. H ie engagements were often 
for periods of a  year or less but the 
long-distance record was attained by 
S . R. Beatty (now Dr. Beattie of Ma- 
doc) and Miss Marie Townsend 
(now Mrs. Edward E merson of Holl
oway) both of whom remained on 
the Job four years.

School Section No. 4  is not a  large 
or wealthy division and therefore 
the salaries paid have not been 
princely. The lowest for which we 
have any reoord was $350 per an
num but this was away back In the 
■80's for a  girl teacher without pre
vious experience. The highest sal
ary was $1,000 which was paid in 
the prosperous years Just after the 
Great War.

in Other

O f the 88 teachers, only 22 have 
been men, and of those who are still 
living not one of the men remains 
In the teaching profession. Four 
became medical doctors—G. W. 
Faulkner, who practiced for many 
years a t Stirling and later moved to 
Belleville; (Hon. Dr. J .  A. Faulkner 
Is a  son); John W. Corrlgall who 
after graduation went to practice in 
Saskatchewan. An attack of pneu
monia cut short a most promising 
career soon after he became estab
lished; Charles M. Clare, now an 
eye, ear and throat specialist at 
Winnipeg; 8 . R . Beatty at Madoc. 
Of the others, Allan Embury be
came a public school inspector In 
Western Ontario and 8 . D. Vincent 
entered the Methodist Ministry and 
is now resident at Baldwin City, 
Kansas.

O f the contribution made to the 
life and welfare of the community 
by that grandAgpoup of men and 
women, i t  Is imiwssible to speak with 
sufficient praise and appreciation. 
Next to that of the mother In the 
home, the work carried on by the 
teacher In the public school is the 
most Important In the world today. 
No monetary value can be placed 
on work of that nature for It has 
to do with the mind, the character 
and with life itself. Only omnisci
ence can determine the extent and 
Intrinsic worth of the influences set 
in motion and the inspiration creat
ed when the genuine teacher moulds 
the plastic mind of the child and 
thereby sends along an impulse 
which may be passed on to genera
tions yet unborn.

Training a Sosl

•The sculptor died; a  nation mourn
ed;

His body lay In state;
Among the throng that passed his 

bier.
Were rich and poor and great;

A marble shaft, of whitest gleam.
Soon marked his resting place;

A glowing tribute to his name
Waa chiselled on Its base.

•The teachef  also passed away;
She fills an unknown grave;

No lettered stone, no terraced mound
No fragrant flowers, save 

A tangled mam of wOdwood bloom.
That freights the passing breeze. 

Now marks the place, where sleeps 
this saint.

Beneath the bending trees.

"Some day the testing time will

When all the dead shall rise.
And meet the Judge upon His 

throne,
Beyond the cloudless skies.

Then whose name will the brighter 
shine

On Heaven's eternal scroll.
The man’s  who shaped Insensate 

stone.
Or hers,, who trained a soul?"

An Outstanding Teacher

One of the most outstanding 
teachers who came within the writ
er’s experience was 8. D. Vincent 
who was principal of the school In 
1881. From that an too brief year he 
left an Influence for good which 
time can never efface. He is now 
entering upon the sunset yean of 
his life at Baldwin City. Kansas, 
after a  long and worthy career In 
the Christian ministry.

W. H. Note* Once Teacher

F ran  Page <)

rived and entered the echoed unan
nounced. The inspector was rough
appearing and careless in his man 
ner of dress. H ie teacher mistook 
the Inspector for the tramp who 
had visited the school the preced
ing day. The teacher didn't rite 
from his chair to greet the Inspec
tor but be bluntly anted him If he 
waa the tramp who had called the 
day before. The Inspector answered 
in the negative and informed the 
youthful teacher that be was the 
superintendent of public schools 
and had come to Inspect the classes. 
Hurried explanations and much 
laughter followed.

J .  J .  Ryan Early Teacher

One of the early teachers at the 
Red Schoolhouse was James Jones 
Ryan. He was a native of Ireland 
where he had reoelved an excellent 
education. He purchased lot 6 In 
the Third Concession In 1847 and 
prospered both as a teacher and a 
fanner. He erected the fine frame 
dwelling now occupied by George 
Dafoe. He later purchased several 
other farms In the vicinity. He was 
appointed to be clerk of the muni
cipality and held that office up to 
the time of his tragic death in the 
fall or 1877.

The story of Mr. Ryan’s  death is 
still occasionally told by some of 
the older residents. He wss a man 
of huge physique and was engaged 
In the annual duty of slaughtering 
the season’s production of hogs. He 
was assisted by a  neighbor, D. R. 
Oorrigall. The water for scalding 

a heated In a great cauldron, 
known to the settlers as a potash- 
kettle. In  some manner, Mr. Ryan 
slipped, lost his balance and toppled 
over Into the cauldron of boiling 
water. I t  was two or three minutes 
before Mr. Oorrigall could pull Mr. 
Ryan from his terrible position. 
Death released him from his suf
ferings a  few hours later.
Tribote to Writer's First Teacher

The writer desires to pay tribute 
to the memory of his first teacher, 
Mias Sarah Emerson, who came 
from Roslln to teach at the Red 
Schoolhouse in 1875. 8he was as

To William H. Nobes, now of 
Wallbrldge In 8idney township, the 
writer is particularly Indebted for 
the thorough tuition received en
abling him to pass that most diffi
cult of nation* commonly*
known as that of entrance to high 
schools.

George W. Faulkner had an 
•muring experience during his in
cumbency. One day a tramp called 
at the school soliciting financial

gentle as she was beautiful and had 
about her that ineffable charm and 
loveliness of disposition which pow
erfully attract young children and 
mark the perfect teacher. After a  
few months in the school she mar
ried David R. Oorrigall. a young 
fanner In the neighborhood. Two 
of her children eventually became 
teachers In the same school. Dr. 
John Corrlgall, referred to above, 
and Pearl Oorrigall who later 
became Mrs. Robert M. Clare, now 
of Roslln.

John Brown of Thomasburg, who 
taught In the Red 8choolbouse for 
eight months In the year 1878, re
signed at the end of that year and 
took a school in the Township of 
Limerick. Thwarts the close of 1879, 
the young teacher went hunting 
with a companion by the name of 
Gunter. Night came on and they 
lost their way in one of the swamps 
In that region. The night was bleak 
and cold and Brown perished from 
exposure before help arrived.

Before The Days of Egerton 
R y e ra o n

When the settlers first organized 
their school, the Province of On
tario conducted its educational af
fairs In a manner far different 
from what prevails today. Rev. IX . 
Egerton Ryeraon did not appear un
til some yean later with his epoch- 
making reforms and a general pro
perty-tax for the support of scnools 
and compulsory attendance upon 
the part of the children.

The pioneer schools were organ
ized and maintained solely by those 
who had children to attend and 
who were Interested sufficiently to 
make the necessary investment A 
contribution was made by each par
ent according to the number of 
children from his family who might 
be attending school. Those without 
children made no payment whatever 
in the way of a school-tax no mat
ter how much property they might 
bokL

Teacher "Beards Around’’

The teacher "boarded around" by 
spending a week at a  time at each 
settler's home until the entire cir
cuit of the section had been made. 
There may have been some homes 
that the teachers would fain have 
passed by when It came to partak
ing of the board and sharing the 
accommodation. But on the whole 
the settlers’ wires were skilled 
housekeepers, the food though plain 
was wholesome and what It lacked 
in variety it  made up In abundanoe. 
And besides the teacher wss re
lieved of the payment of board bills.

At a later date, the teacher was 
supposed to make parishkmal vis
its and stay all night at each home 
or at least take a meal with each 
family once a year or oftener. In  
that way the teacher became per
sonally and more Intimately ac
quainted with the people he served. 
This latter excellent practice con
tinued pretty well up to the begin
ning of the present century.

Our good friend, Robert F . ELliott, 
who now resides near Latta, was 
principal at the Red Schoolhouse 
for the two years 1890-1891. Inci
dentally we might remark that he 
was considered to be one of the 
most thorough and efficient teach
ers of his time. We wrote to Mr. 
Elliott to verify some dates and be 
has sent us back a letter which 
gives further Interesting particulars 
about the regulations in effect .at 
that time. We know he will pardon 
us for T"»Hng some quotations,—

to start the fire during the winter 
months and I  was also responsible 
for the dally sweeping of the room. 
I  was allowed to ask the children 
to take turns at this work but, if 
they did not do it, then I  wss ex
pected to do the work myself. I  
reoelved a grant of about $18 in 
February and another grant of 
rimfiar amount In September. Hie 
N»i»nce of the salary was not paid 
till the end of the year.

“The school year began January 
3rd. For holidays I  had Good Fri
day, Easter Monday, May 24th, the 
entire month of July, and August, 
up to the third Monday, when the 
Fall term began. During the Fall I  
had Thanksgiving and closed De
cember. 22nd. I  waa expected to hold 
two public examinations during the 
year and to these all the residents 
of the section were invited. I  ob 
talned my board for two dollars a 
week and this also included wash
ing. I  did not have to pay for my 
board until the end of the year/

Mr. Elliott concludes his letter 
with this significant statement: 
“The people of the Section were very 
kind to me and I  had no disagree
ment with any pupil or any resi
dent of the Section during those 
two years."

I t  was a general practice at that 
Hiw for teachers In rural schools 
to wait until the end of the teach
ing year for their salaries. I t  Is 
now a statutory regulation that 
they shall be paid every month.

Long Roll of Teachers

R. F. Elliott's Experience

“I received a salary of 3300 the
assistance which was given. The \ first year.’’ his letter states, ’and 
following day Inspector Agar ar-||326 for the second, I  .pas required

The list of teachers and the years 
of their engagement, as accurately 
as can now be learned, are given 
below,—

1840 to 1863, inclusive, names of 
teachers now unknown.

1864, Anthony O. Goggins.
1856, Ralph McCall um.
1866, James Jones Ryan.
1867, Elisha Phillips. Philllpston. 
1866, Margaret Howard, Kent

Cbunty.
1866, Mary Watson, Moira.
1860, Martin Baker, Ivan hoe.
1881, J .  F . Bonisteel, Sidney.
1862, Henry Waterhouse, Tytn~  

dinagm.
1863, Wright W art, Foxboro.
1864, Samuel Jones, West Hunt

ingdon.
1866, Ruth Ashley, West Hunting

don.
1866, (1st 6 months), Emma Bar

ker, Chapman’s Comers.
1866, (2nd 6 months) Margaret 

Murray. We6t Huntingdon.
1867, Hester Osterhout, Stockdale.
1868, George W. Faulkner, 8idney. 
1868. Elizabeth Swetman. Moira. 
1870, (1st 8 months) Louisa Ket-

cheson, Moira.
1870, (2nd 6 months), Jane Garri

son, Thurlow.
1871, (first half) John Courtney, 

Rawdon.
1671, (second half), Sarah Clark. 

Moira.
1872, Allan anbury, Thomasburg.
1873, Minnie Merrill (Mrs. Joe. 

Swetman).
1874, Mary Wray (Mrs. David 

Morton, Tweed.)
1875, Sarah Emerson (Mrs. D. R. 

Oorrigall).
1876, Oorintha Cannlff, Cannlfton 

(Mrs. Henry Harton, Hillsdale, 
Mich.)

1877, (1st 6 months) Corintha 
Oanniff.

1877. (2nd 6 months) Louisa Will
iams, Belleville (Mrs. David Clark, 
Winnipeg).

1878, (Jan.-Apr.) Phoebe Merrill, 
Huntingdon (Mrs. Howard McCul
lough. Perth).

1878, (May-Dec.) John Brown, 
Thomasburg.

1879-1880, William H. Bly, Tren
ton.

1881, S . D. Vincent (Rev. 8 .  D. 
Vincent, Baldwin City, Kansas.)

1882, Laura Estella Loucks, Thur
low.

1883, 1884, 1865, W. H. Nobes, 
Wallbrldge.

1886. (1st 6 months) Jennie Flem
ing, Belleville (Mrs. Gale Donnelly. 
Rochester. N.Y.)

1886, (2nd 6 months) Bertha 
Emmons, Belleville (Mrs. MacDon
ald. Valleyfleld, Que.)

1887, 1888, 1880, Fred O. Herity. 
Huntingdon.

1890, 1891. Robert F. EUlott. Latta.
1892, Annie Bam  urn, Madoc, (Mrs. 

M. A. Phillips, Belleville).
1893-1894, Marry Eliott. Madoc, 

(Mrs. H. A. Dingman. Saskatoon).
1896, (1st 6 months) John W. 

Corrlgall, Huntingdon.
1895, (2nd 6 months) George Ray, 

Ivanhoe.
1896, 1897, 1896, John W. Corri- 

gall.
1899, 1600. 1901, Chas. M. Clare, 

Moira (C. M. Clare, M. D.. Winni
peg.)

1602, 1906. 1904, Pearl Oorrigall. 
Huntingdon (Mrs.' Robert M. Clare, 
Roslln.)

1906, Bessie SneU, Belleville.
1906. 1907, E la  Hubble (Mrs. Her

man Tucker)
1906, Hazel McMullen (Mrs. 

Frank Hutchinson, Anson).
1606, (1st 6 months), Rebecca 

Moon.
From this to the end of the list 

the period of engagement begins 
and ends a t midsummer.

1906, (2nd 6 months) 1910 (1st 6 
months) E d a Garrison (Mrs. Miller 
Chrl. St. Catharines).

1910. (2nd 6 months), 1911 (1st 6 
months) Mrs. Clayton Hagerman. 
Avondale (nee Rogers, Stirling).

1911, (2nd 6 months) 1912 (1st 6 
months) Nellie Hollinger. Moira, 
(Mrs. Geo. Foster. Moira.)

1912 (2nd 6 months) 1913, 1914. 
1915, 1916 (1st 6 months) S. R. Beat
ty, Thomasburg (S. R. Beatty, M B , 
Madoc).

1916 (2nd 6 months) 1917 (1st '6 
months) Dorothy Moore.

1917 (2nd 6 mdhths) 1918, 1919 
(1st 6 months) Ekla Garrison (Mrs. 
Miller Carl, St. Catharines).

1919 (2nd 6 months) 1920 (1st 6 
i months) Glariw Coulter (now

teaching at Peterborough).
1620 (2nd 6 months) 1921 (1st 6 

months) Eva Paisley.
1821 (2nd 6 months). 1922 (1st 6 

months) Mabel M  Robson (Mrs.
Stanley Hayton). __ .

1622 (2nd 6 months) 1633, 1924.
1626 (1st 6 months) -  Mrs. Albert 
Welsh (nee Elliott).

1925 (2nd 6 months). 1926, 1027 
Ast 6 months) Lulu Johnson (now 
teaching in Stirling Public School) 

1927 (2nd 6 months). 1928, 1928 
(1st 6 months) Myrtle Rdd. Ivan
hoe, (now teaching in Ontario 
School for the Dear).

1929 (2nd 6 months), Mary Bethel, 
Oolbome.

1630 (1st 6 months) Olive Ket- 
cheson, Moira (Mrs. Jos. Williams, 
Moira)

1930 (2nd 6 months) 1631’ (1st 6 
months) Mary Graham.

1631 (2nd 6 months) 1932, 1933 
1934, 1936 (1st 6 months) Marie 
Townsend (Mrs. Edward Emerson, 
Halloway).

1935 (2nd 8 months) 1936, 1937. 
1938, Ana English, Moira.

Inspectors

Of scarcely less Importance than 
the teachers, are the inspectors or 
superintendents who supervise the 
work in perhaps a hundred or more 
schools in some particular area.

Up till the beginning of the pres
ent century, Hastings County was 
divided Into two public school in
spectorates— North and South Hast
ings. The latter was made up of the 
City of Belleville, the Towns of 
Trenton and Deseronto. the Vill
ages of Frankfort and Tweed and 
the Townships of Sidney, Thurlow, 
Tyendinaga and Hungerford. The 
balance of the county formed the 
North Hastings Inspectorate.

Shortly after the dawn erf the 
twentieth century, that is to say in 
1910, the county was divided into 
three inspectorates—South, Centre 
and North Hastings, South Hast
ings comprises the three southern 
townships, as well as Belleville, 
Trenton. Deseronto and Frankfort. 
Centre Hastings formerly embraced 
the six townships, Rawdon, Hunting
don, Hungerford, Marmora, Madoc, 
and Elzevir and the five incorpor
ated villages situated in that area. 
North Hastings took up all the rest 
of the county. About six years ago 
the boundaries of Centre and 
North Hastings were rearranged. 
South Hastings remains the same.

A Man of Culture 
The first inspector of schools for 

North Hastings (then including 
Huntingdon township) was George 
Mowat, a  native of Scotland, a  man 
of wide culture and fine scholar
ship as well as great excellence of 
character. He came to Canada 
when a young man and eventually 
found his way to the Moira neigh
borhood In Huntlngdan township 
where for a time he taught the 
public school. He was skilled In the 
art of stenography or shorthand, 
an unusual accomplishment for that 
time, and he taught the system to 
the writer's mother, among others, 
in the Moira school. He was made 
Inspector of schools about 1844 and 
continued in that office up to the 
time of his death in 1863. He pass
ed away at the comparatively early 
age of 47 from pulmonary tubercu
losis, brought on no doubt by the 
hardships Incidental to the carry
ing out of his duties over an area 
where bad roads and primitive liv
ing conditions undermined his ro
bust constitution. He was made 
comfortable during his last Illness 
by the loving care he received at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
R. Ketchcson at Moira village. He 
was unmarried. He was bom in the 
Parish of Wick, Scotland, in 1816. 
His remains are interred in Moira 
cemetery where the grave is mark
ed by a granite headstone of pecul
iar design brought from his native 
Scotland. *

Elizabeth Riddle Mowat, a  young
er sister of George Mowat, came to 
Canada a few years later than her 
brother and taught public school for 
many years at Moira and in adja
cent sections. She passed away at 
Roslln in 1900 at the age of 75 
years. George Mowat and his sister 
were relatives of Sir Oliver Mowat 

George Mowat was succeeded in 
the inspectorate by S. T. Agar. The 
latter held the position from 1863 
to 1875 when he retired to take up 
fanning in Rawdon township. Here 
he resided up to the time of his 
death.

1 only a few years after his retire
ment. W. A. PhJX,
head of the Department of Com
merce at Queen’s University, and 
one of Canada’s foremost authori
ties on economic subjects, la a  son 
of the late Ins nee tor,

Mr. J .  E. Minns succeeded Mr.
Mackintosh in 1915 and held the 
position until midsummer of 1924 
when he resigned.

William Mackintosh

Following Mr. Agar there came to 
the inspectorate of North Hastings 
a man of singular force of charac
ter and g r S t  keenness of mind 
in the person of William Mackin
tosh. For the remarkably long per
iod of forty years Mr. Mackintosh 
carried out the onerous duties of 
his position in an inspectorate cov
ering twenty rural townships and 
five Incorporated villages. The en
gagement began in 1875 and term
inated in 1915. Upon his retirement 
in the latter year the venerable edu
cationist was tendered a grand ban
quet by the North Hastings Teach
ers’ Association and was made the 
recipient of handsome gifts and 
testimonials. Mr. Mackintosh left 
no autobiography but had he told 
the plain story of those forty stren
uous years, of the tens of thous
ands of miles travelled in his horse 
drawn vehicles, over winter's snow
drifts, over the miry trails of 
sparsely settled townships in spring 
and fall, amidst storms and sub
zero temperatures and the summer 
plagues of mosquitos and black- 
files, he would have left a narra
tive that for hardihood and endur
ance as well as practical accomp- 
llshment. might well have a place 
among the tales of human heroism 
and sacrifice. At the inception of 
his term of office in 1875, the 
schools of North Hastings were 
among the most backward and pri
mitive in Ontario. Four.decades 
under the inspirational direction of 
Mr. Mackintosh found these same 
schools among tlic most efficient in 
the entire province. Mr. Mackintosh 
p .* ^ i  t w .  At his hpnv la  Madoc

A. W. McGuire, Present Inspector

Mr. A. W. McGuire, a nbttve of 
Huntingdon township, followed Mr. 
Minns in the superintendency of 
Centre Hastings schools and 
everywhere recognized as one emi
nently qualified to carry out the 
duties of this responsible position 
which he still holds.

To attempt to give the names of 
those who have filled offioe of 
school trustee from the first organ
ization of the school In 1840 until 
1938 would be almost equivalent to 
the furnishing of a  directory of the 
property owners of S . S . No. 4. Far 
more than two-thirds of that time 
there are no records from which 
the names could be reliably secured 
Here are the names of a  few that 
come to memory or that have been 
furnished by some of the older 
residents—William Bird, John Ham
ilton, Zadoc Thrasher, David Nich
olson, Aaron Ketcheson, Charles
Ketcheeon, John Corrlgall, Andrew 
Snider, Edward Lloyd, William Dar
ling, James J .  Ryan, James Parks, 
Adam Rushnell. Win. T . Bird, Case 
Hagerman, David Oorrigall, Jacob 
Snider. Glasgow Winters, Thomas 
Morton. Harvey Ketcheeon, Lewis 
Bird, .Adam Oorrigall and Simon 
Elliott make up a list that Is far 
from complete.

Recent Trustee*

Those who have filled the office 
of trustee in more recent years can 
be recorded more accurately. Their 
names are as follows—J . B . Foster 
L . Robson, Allen Reid. Luther Da
foe, R. M. Haggerty. Simon Elliott, 
Hamilton Bird, George Ashley, Will
iam Wilson. Charles Kelly. John 
Hanna, Frank Rushnell, Ernest Sni
der, George Morgan. Thomas Eliott, 
James Wilson, Melville Reid. George 
Dafoe, Wilmot Alcombrack, H ob 
Deline and Clifford EHiott.

The trustees for the year 1937 
were Ernest Reid, Harry Holdon 
and Clinton Bird. The secretary- 
treasurer for 1637 was Thomas El
liott.

The names of the pupils enroll
ed in 1937 are as follows, beginning 
with the primer class—Everett Reid, 
Billy Holgate, Phyllis Thompson. 
Hazel Holgate, Audrey Holden, 
Freeman Holgate. Audrey Wanna- 
maker, Kenneth Reid, Lois Hol
gate, Bobby Eliott, Orval Holden, 
Jean Holden, Muriel Holgate, Dora 
Bird, Milton Wannamaker. Reta 
Holgate, Bernice Cragg and Oscar 
Reid.

Contemporary Scholars

As far as memory will serve, the 
writer gives the names of those who 
were contemporaries of his in the 
golden years of his youth at the 
Old Red * Schoolhouse. The list, 
while reasonably accurate, is by no 
means complete—Augusta Wilson, 
David Wilson, Annie Wilson, Em
bury Irvine, Charlie Irvine, Thos. 
Irvine, Annie Elliott. Hettie Gord
on! er, Arthur Gortanier, Edward 
Marsh. EUa Marsh, Sheldon Thomp
son, Nathan Thom peon, Lewis Bird. 
Hamilton Bird, James Bird. Hattie 
Rushnell, Frank Rushnell, Charlie 
Rushnell, Lottie Rushnell, Hessan 
Rushnell, Fred Rushnell, Annie 
Turner, Townsend Conley, Will 
Conley, Mary Emma Conley. Vic
toria Casey, Fred Casey, Wllken 
Lloyd. Edward Lloyd, John Lloyd, 
Adam Lloyd, William Martin. E la  
Martin. Alex Martin, Joe Martin, 
Jimmy Winters. Annie Winters, An
nie Hamilton, Mary Hamilton, Car
rie Hamilton. Martha Hamilton, 
William Thrasher, Aaron Thrasher, 
Augusta Thrasher, Minerva Thrash
er, Edward Spencer, Edward Pal
mer, Albina Palmer, Henry Alcom
brack, Will Alcombrack, Sarah 
Alcombrack. “ E la  Alcombrack, 
Ada Alcombrack, Gardner Alcom
brack, Aaron Alcombrack, John Bird 
Frances Bird, Maggie Bird, Ada 
Hagerman, Alva Hagerman, Maggie 
Hagerman, Clayton Hagerman, Bert 
Corrigall. Bessie Corrlgall. Mary 
Ryan, Mary Duffy, George Rich
ardson, John Richardson. Annie 
Richardson, Charlie Wright, Peter 
Wright, EUa Wright, Adelia Wright, 
Hester Morton, Hattie Morton, Su
san Morton, Maude Morton, Albert 
Morton, Mary McEvoy, E la  Me- 
Bvoy, Patsy McBvoy, Owen McEvoy, 
John Corrlgall, Alma Corrigall, 
Pearl Corrigall. Ben Derbyshire, 
Zerah Vanvalkenburg, Mattie Van- 
valkenburg, Wilhelmlna Rushnell, 
William Humm, EUa Herity, Mag
gie Herity, Fred Herity, Owen Her
ity, WiU Murdoff, Adore Murtoff, 
Mary Murdoff, Minnie Murtcrff, 
Herman Gortanier, Davis Alcom
brack, Charlie Alcombrack, Alwilda 
Alcombrack. Wilmot Alcombrack. 
Marshall Bly, Bertha Bly. Edward 
Bly. Redford Hoskins, Annie Snider, 
Alex. Dunlop, Gilbert Alcombrack, 
Victoria Alcombrack, Minnie Al
combrack, William McMeacham, 
Frank McMullen. Lydia Conley. 
Carrie Reid. Albert Reid, Adam 
Reid. Amos Reid. Mildred Reid, Eth
el Reid, Bertha Thrasher, Jas. Duf
fy.

Few Remain In Section

Of all those whose names are re
corded in the preceding paragraph, 
it is saddening to relate that only 
two or three now have their homes 
in S B . No. 4. More than half of the 
number have entered into rest eter
nal. The others are scattered wide
ly over the Canadian Dominion
and the American Republic. While 
not many, perhaps, have written 
their names high on the scroll of 
fame, they have achieved the more 
essential accomplishment of weU 
ordered and honorable lives, cred
itable alike to the old home, the 
old school and the old community 
where the doom were never locked

and crime was unknown.
Through the courtesy of Mr. Rob

ert Dewar, the writer has been per
mitted to go through the County- 
Registry office records and to as 
oertain the dates when the first 
settlers acquired their forest-clad 
farms and began in earnest the ar
duous labor of establishing their 
primitive homes.

We cannot do more than to men
tion a few of those who had most 
to do with building up the original 
neighborhood and establishing Its 
character.

Property Transfers In 1881

The first transfers of property 
from the Crown to private owner
ship took place mostly In 1801, but 
the first owners were not bona fide 
settlers. Alex. Chisholm and John 
Singleton of Belleville acquired sev
eral thousand acres in the first and 
second concessions of .Huntingdon 
In that year but the records do not 
show that any monetary considera
tion was handed over. Hon. John 
Hamilton and Richard Cartwright 
of Kingston obtained other thous
ands of acres in the second and 
third concessions the same year but 
no record of any payment is to be 
found.

William Bird, founder of the 
Bird family in this neighborhood, 
came from Northern Ireland and 
took up the north half of lot 4 In 
the first concession In 1841'. He also 
acquired the east half of lot 5 in 
the second concession the same 
year but disposed of It to Joseph 
Rushnell In 1866. William Bird was 
succeeded in the ownership of lot 
4 by his son. John Graham Bird, In 
1857. John Hamilton Bird, son of 
John G. Bird, became the owner In 
1893. Dr. Grant Bird, weH known 
physician of Oshawa, and Kenneth 
Bird, principal of Prince of Wales 
school, Belleville, are great grand
sons of William Bird.

The Hamilton family was estab
lished here by John Hamilton. The 
records show that he purchased the 
east half of lot 7 In the first con
cession in 1866. He had a  large fam
ily of sons and daughters. Two of 
his sons, James and Alex, became 
successful merchants In the Village 
of Warkworth. William Hamilton, 
son of John, succeeded to the own
ership of the homestead in 1874. He 
sold it  to Win. Wannamaker in 
1908 and retired from fanning to 
make his home in Belleville. The 
Hamilton family is also of north of 
Ireland origin.

William T . Bird, son of William 
Bird mentioned above, married Mar
garet Hamilton, daughter of John 
Hamilton, and settled on the east 
half of lot 6 In the second conces
sion in 1867 when he purchased the 
property from Charles Ketcheson.
The Red Schoolhouse Is located on 
a section of this farm. Adam Corri
gall, now of Madoc, purchased this 
property In 1884 and sold it to the 
present owner, Tho6. E. Elliott, In 
1912. I t  Is of interest to note that 
the original settler on this farm, 
Jacob Simmons, purchased it in 
1836 for £25, Halifax currency, or 
one dollar an acre. Adam Oorrigall 
paid 84250 for the farm in 1884 or 
at the rate of 842.50 an acre.

Changes in Farm Valoes

Another interesting reoord of 
changes in farm values is given by 
the Registry Office entries in ref
erence to lot I  In the second con
cession. This farm consists of prac
tically 200 acres and has so re
mained from the first transfer up to 
the present time. The lot was first 
sold by the Crown to Alex. Chis
holm for no stated consideration in 
1801. Mr. Chisholm held it  until 
1830 when he sold it for £80 to Gil
bert Reed. The latter sold it  two 
years later to Philip Luke for £150. 
Mr. Luke held It til 1846 when he 
disposed of It to Adam Henry Mey
ers for £500. James Tuiloch purch
ased the property in 1873 for $10.- 
000. James Hawkins acquired it In 
1896 for 85.065. Hie present owner, 
Richard M. Haggerty. purchased 
the place In 1912 by payment of 
86.000.

The Wilson family was established 
on the south half of lot 4 in the 
first concession, to the east of the 
picturesque little lake which takes 
up part of the farm. Robert Wilson. 
Sr., secured the farm In 1867. His 
son, Robert Wilson, Jr„  succeeded 
in 1886. William Robert Wilson be
came the owner In 1609. The late 
John Tfiwintnn Bird purchased the 
property in 1912.

The Rushnell family was of 
French Canadian origin. Joseph 
Rushnell, the founder, moved Into 
the neighborhood In 1856 and set
tled upon the wrot half of lot 8 In 
the third concession. Ten years la
ter be moved to the east half of lot 
5 In the 2nd concession. Upon his 
death the farm passed into the pos
session of his son, Adam Rushnell. 
In 1887. Fred Rushnell, son of 
Adam became the owner in 1914.

Family of Loyalist Stock

The Alcombrack (or Alkenbrack. 
as some of the entries have it at 
the Registry office) family was of 
United Empire Loyalist descent. 
The original members of this fam
ily moved over from the Mohawk 
valley In the State of New York and 
received a grant of land near Nap- 
anee. Henry Alcombrack, founder of 
the Huntingdon branch of the fam
ily. moved to this township In 1837 
and purchased the east half of lot 
7 In the 3rd concession. He resided 
here until 1846 when he moved 
across the road and acquired the 
east half of lot 7 In the 2nd con
cession. He married Margaret Mitt, 
also of United Bnplre Loyalist des
cent, and reared a large family of 
sons and daughters. They erected 
a comfortable stone house which 
still stands and Is d8w  owned and 
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Deline, the latter being a grand
daughter of Henry Alcombrack. 
Upon the death of Henry Alcom
brack in 1872 his son. William, suc
ceeded to the ownership. Three 
other sods of Henry Alcombrack. 
Samuel. Wesley and Murney, also 
esta blished home* la  this same

sortment of facts, figures, observa
tions and recollections. We express 
the hope that the CHd Red School- 
house, which has meant so much 
to this particular graduate, may 
long have the good fortune to be 
presided over by Its present benign 
and capable mistress.

neighborhood and reared large fam
ilies.

Another United Empire Loyalist 
family, the Merrills, moved to the 
neighborhopd from Odessa in 1873.
They purchased the east half of lot 
7 In the 3rd concession. Justus Mer
rill and his wife, Lavina Derbyshire, 
were of the Quaker faith and Mrs.
Merrill was well known as a preach, 
er and exhorter In that religion. She 
also had remarkable skill In nursing 
and the treatment of disease. She 
was an aunt of the late Senator 
Daniel Derbyshire of Brockvilic.
Two of their daughters. Minnie and 
Phoebe, became teachers at the 
Red. Schoolhouse.

The founder of the Corrlgall fam
ily here was John Corrigall. a  Scot 
whose native home was in the Ork
ney Islands. He purchased the west 
half of lot 7 in the 3rd concession 
in 1841 and reared on this farm 
a large family of sons and daugh
ters. Reference has already been 
made in this history to two of his 
sons, David and Adam. Two other 
sons. James and Joseph, migrated 
to the United States.
Migrated From Ireland to Canada

Samuel John Herity, founder of 
the Herity family here, migrated to 
Canada from western Ireland In 
1839. He purchased lot 8 In the 2nd 
concession from Hon. John Hamil
ton of Kingston. He married Chris
tie Ann Wood, daughter of Daniel 
Wood, a  pioneer settler and they 
reared a family of seven children of 
which the writer of this chronicle is 
one.

Daniel Wood, mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph, was born at 
Newburgh, N.Y. He came to Canada 
and settled at first in Sidney town
ship where he married Jane Irvine, 
daughter of an original settler. The 
young couple moved to Huntingdon 
in the late winter of 1828. He was 
the third settler In the township and 
purchased lot 10 in the 2nd conces
sion. Here he reared a family or 
seven children and erected the 
substantial colonial-type stone house 
now owned by John Holden.

B o th  Daily First Permanent Settler
We might mention In passing that 

the first permanent settler in the 
Township of Huntingdon was Hugh 
Dally who purchased lot 15 in the 
3rd con. in 1827. This farm is now 
owned by Albert Clare. The families 
of Henry R . Ketcheson and Philip 
R . Ketcheson moved into the Moira 
neighborhood in the spring of 1828, 
just a  few weeks after the arrival of 
the Wood family. Henry R. Ketche
son purchased lot 12 In the 3rd 
concession and his brother, Philip, 
settled on lot 14 In concession 2.

The Snider family, well known 
pioneers In this community, was 
founded by Andrew Snider who in 
1837 purchased the west half of lot 
9 In Concession 2. In  1876 he mov
ed to the west half of lot 8 in the 
2nd concession. This farm he sold 
to Adam Corrigall in 1900. Jacob 
Snider, son of Andrew, was a well 
known local preacher in the Meth
odist church and bequeathed his 
excellent farm to West Huntingdon 
circuit upon his death in 1908. The 
late H. F. Ketcheson was a mater
nal grandson of Andrew Snider and. 
on his father’s side, a  grandson of 
Henry R . Ketcheson mentioned 
above.

The Marsh family had as Its 
founder Louis H. Marsh who set
tled on lot 5 in the 1st concession.
Lou Marsh, Canada’s best known 
sports writer, was a grandson of 
Louis H. Marsh.

Other Fine Pioneer Families

We would fain devote other para
graphs to more of those fine old 
pioneer families such as those of 
James Darling, Jas. E liott, Edward 
Lloyd Zadoc Thrasher, David Nichol 
son and other tried men and true 
who contributed so powerfully to 
the upbuilding of this community 
but this article has already ex
panded beyond all reasonable lim
its. Again may we pay tribute to 
their work and worth.

We have endeavored to make the 
story of the Old Red Schoolhouse 
more than a bare record of names 
and dates and more than a mere 
recital of the history of the school- 
house itself. Our aim has been to 
make the narrative of human in
terest and to tell something of the 
hitherto unwritten history of the 
entire school section and the 
neighborhood it embraces.

What a pity it  is that such a 
task was not undertaken sooner, be
fore death had removed those whose 
memories could have taken us back 
to the first days of the old school’s 
organization. Hastings county and 
Its constituent municipalities should 
have an adequate history, compiled 
and recorded by some capable his
toriographer. Such a work would be 
of untold value to the people of 
the district. Who is willing to un
dertake this great and essential 
task?

Tribute to Inspector

In closing we would like to pay 
tribute to Inspector McGuire for 
his wisdom in making arrangements 
to have the annals of all the schools 
in his inspectorate assembled in 
such a form that the records may 
be preserved for generations yet to 
come. The work has been deferred 
too long and the earlier history of 
most of the schools is now forever 
lost. But the wort: Mr. McGuire has 
set in motion will prevent the ex
tension of the loss and preserve 
what is now obtainable.

Mr. Harry Clarke, the able and 
long-experienced inspector of schools 
for South Hastings, is directing a 
similar work In the schools within 
his jurisdiction. But like Mr. Mc
Guire, he Is finding that the old 
records have been destroyed.

To Miss Ana English, who is now 
completing her third year as prin
cipal at the Red Schoolhouse, the 
writer expresses his grateful appre
ciation for the assistance she has 
given him In compiling the later 
records, as well as the privilege she 
has granted an old pupil of the I Sunday mdinitc Monday and Tues- 
school of writing this rambling as-1 day at the Capitol.

3rd Sidney
3rd. Sidney—The February meet

ing of Aiken’s  W. M. 8. was held on 
Wednesday a t the home of Mr*.. 

I Stanley Spafford with thirteen 
members and one visitor present.

The opening hymn "From Ocean 
Unto Ocean" was followed by pray
er by the president, Mrs. Thos. Ir 
win.

The Scripture was read alternate
ly as taken from the Missionary 
Monthly, and a reading by Mrs. 
Spafford exemplified the theme of 
the meeting: "The Church in Ac
tion in the Nation".

Mrs. Gerald Brickman and Mrs. 
Leon McMullen gave a splendid 
paper on Temperance as prepared 
by the Temperance Secretary, Mrs. 
Arthur Bunnett, bringing out the 
significance of the Temperance 
cause, and urging each W. M. S.. 
member to work to remove the 
stumbling block from the way of 
our youth.

Most of the member* responded 
to the roll call by paying their 
dues. Plans were made for observ
ing the World's Day of Prayer, on 
March 4th. Mrs. Leon McMullen a* 
assistant Literary Secretary had a  
number of books for distribution.

Letters of appreciation were read 
from Mrs. Thos. Allan and daugh
ters, and from Mr. Frank Grills 
and family for expressions of sym
pathy received during their recent 
bereavements.

A memorial service was conduct
ed for the late President, Mrs. 
Frank Grills. Tribute was paid to 
her courage during her illness and 
her devotion to the cause of mis
sions and Mrs. Irwin urged the 
members carry on the work that 
was so dear to the heart of Mrs. 
Grills. A letter, her last message U 
the members of the Society, was 
again read, and Miss Phyliss May 
sang. "Face to Face with Christ. 
My Saviour”. This memorial service 
was closed with prayer by Mrs. 
Spafford.

"The Light of Mind", chapter 
five of the Study Book was then 
presented by Mrs. S. Weston, assist
ed by Mrs. Wheeler, Mrs. Fred 
Wcstover and Mrs. E. Hubble. The 
educational work of the United 
Church Board of Missions assisted 
by the W. M. S. is amazing and as 
we learn of work accomplished in 
Canada at Norway House, The 
Crosby Girls’ School, and others, 
as well as in Trinidad. West China, 
Africa. Korea and Japan, we do not 
wonder that it  has been said, the 
door of the United Church swings 
wide, and the hand that often 
opens that door is the W.. M.. 8 . 
In  some places, the government is 
beginning to recognize the results 
or the work being done, and is 
allowing the responsibility of main
tenance. We are all privileged to 
share in this worth-while worte 
through our W. M. 8. and the M. 
and M. Fund of the United Church.

A Blue Book questionnaire was. 
conducted by Mrs. Wcstover. On 
interesting letter was read by Mrs. 
Spafford that she had received 
from Miss Elsie Hunt, Reg. N., tel
ling of work at Cold Lake Hospital. 
Mrs. Harley Hamilton read a poem, 
“Was that Somebody You?” After 
the hymn "The Church, One Foun
dation", the Meeting was closed 
with the watchword.

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Masters and 
baby daughter of Belleville, spent 
the past week with Mr., and Mrs. 
Wm. Wheeler.

Mr. and Mrs. E. K . Hubble, Don
ald Burton and Harley spent the 
week end in Toronto. Mrs. H. Hub
ble returned with them to her 
home, having spent the last two 
weeks In the city with relatives 
and friends.

A meeting of the Sidney Bell 
Telephone Association was held at 
Centenary Schoolhouse on Tues
day evening, with the president. 
Mr. Bid Wcstover in the chair. The 
Bell Telephone Company is nego
tiating the purchase of the local 
interests of the Association, and it 
!s expected will be taken over in 
the near future.

Work was begun on Wednesday 
of hauling Ice by truck for the 
Sidney Cheese Factory.
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It’s the "Champagne Waltz" star
ring Fred MacMxmy and Gladys
Swarthout, shown as a  revival hit


