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not our ideals of literary or business 
people ; and by our contributions and 
encouragement raise the publication to 
our standard. I hope no one will refer 
to my way of editing a paper. It is 
now too late to say even a word of en­
couragement. cu with the announcement 
of my death, editorially, I will add “no 
flowers.”

DIED.

On Friday. June teth. 1804. at'j
1 m  a  r  » 1 >1 1 f ' i t n i  X » »  v r ! i | \  »
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number of our little bond of family 
affection would be a brilliant one, full 
of enthusiastic cheer and good wishes 
for the year upon which we arc just en­
tering ; in fact so ambitious had I 
grown for my darling, that I imagined 
an extra wav sheet would he required 
to contain the views of many ot the 
heretofore .silent members of the clan; 
and then, with a degree of fear, I 
thought of the possible, necessity ot 
lopping off, or condensing prolific c< rn 
muniraiions in order to -get them in. 
The day for going to press has come, 
and behold ! collapse. Dear clansmen 
the-time has come to say good bye edi­
torially. I have enjoyed the work ex­
ceedingly ; will miss the pleasant busi 
ness chats with the faithful mdithers of 
tl e staff who have been ..most efficient 
and sympathetic. I thank them, and 
all others who have helped us. I sin 
< crely hope our publication will not he 
al’owed to die. From the first number 
i( has been in our home a most welcome 
harbinger of family news, in fact it is the 
only medium through which we hear of 
many of the scattered, busy members of
. . . . . .  - i ~ . ,  vu..  - ......» ........ ..we«» V.IMII. »»V ll iu .l l IICMU Cl|*
of the mcomit g staff, even it they he

i he first number ot the G azette, 
.written in Toronto, June, 1892, con- 
• ained 17.51 words (besides heading'-, 
etc.) The second printed number 

.Sept., 1893, contained 2371 words
1. ~ ................... • \ v  - - i« -atttilC CACCjJLlOu^. f  1No. 3  HitU

2300 words. The subscription fur 
.printed edition is double the written, 
but we have much more matter, and the 
pleasure in reading the printed one is 
worth the difference, so I think.

We clip the following item from one 
of our Boston contemporaries :

Calvary. Methodist Episcopal church, 
at Seventh Avenue and One hundred 
and twenty-ninth street, this citv, the 
largest Protestant church in this city, 
Rev. Dr. A. B. Kending, D D., has dis­
pensed with its quartette choir, and 
has..introduced congregational singing, 
which is led by a single soprano voice 
assisted by a co netist. Between seven 
and eight hundred people attend the 
Wednesday evening prayer meeting in 
the church, and the Sunday evening
runuregatinns average two thousand 
tluec bundled.
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S E NA T O R  BILLA F L I N T  DIES AT 
HIS POST.

T H E  LA ST  P U B L IC  L E T T E R  O F THE 
T E M P E R A N C E  P IO N E E R .

Hon. Billa Flint, of Belleville, Out., 
who died at Ottawa on Friday last has 
been, for nearly seventy years, one of 
the foremost temperance advocates of 
Canada. He was born less than a year 
after America’s great aposiie of prohibi­
tion. Gem Neal Dow, and it is not in­
appropriate to style him the Neal Dow 
or Canada. Although on the verge of 
ninety years he was at his post at the 
capital attending to his parliamentary 
fiiiMfs n.nd died ip his room cit the

this week. He was born Feb. 9, 1805; 
died June 15, 1894.

The Templar is highly favored in the 
possession of what is no doubt the last 

i public document written by Mr. Flint.
\ We have been gathering together photo­
graphs and data of Canadian temper­
ance pioneers, and fortunately received 
from Hon. Billa Flint, a valuable manu­
script, in his own hand wiiting, which 
at this time will greatly interest our 
readers. In reply to our letter of en 
quiry he wrote :

As regards myself on the morning of 
the 19th of June, 1827, it. the City 
Hotel, in the City of Quebec, I made 
up my min'd from that day to use no 
more intoxicating diinks, and since 
lhave been a total abstainer.

The first society formed on the air-
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his home during the session for many 
years.

His death was announced in the sen­
ate by Hon. Mackenzie Howell, the 
(iovci ninent leader, who displayed a 
degree of emotion which did credit to 
his heart He recalled the fact that 
over no years ago Mr. Flint was super­
intendent of the school he attended. 
Mr. Bowell pronounced deceased a 
benefactor to ever) body except himself. 
Senator Scott also paid a tribute to the 
Stirling woith of a man who always re­
garded everything from the standi oint 
of religion and morality. The Templar 
cannot miss the opportunity of object­
ing to Senator Bowell’s doctrine, that a 
man can be “ a benefactor to everyone 
but himself.” When Billa Flint was 
doing good to others he was enriching 
his own heart and soul and life, far be­
yond the gains of lands or stocks or 
title deeds He laid up treasures not 
for moth and rust to corrupt, hut for 
eternity. His wisdom was greater than 
the worldlings, for instead ol leaving 
his riches behind forever, he has en­
tered now upon their eternal enjoy­
ment

by me Rev. mi. efiiisuna.', 
tor of the American Presbyterian 
Church, and succeeded veiy well The 
first in Up] er Canada was in Brock 
ville m September or October, 1827. 
The Rev. Messrs. Christmas and Amble 
attended at the Court House and gave 
addresses .on the subject and offered 
the pledge. L. Houghton, S. Skinner 
and myself took the pledge. Nootheis 
would join our ranks for some time, 
when we grit A. Skinner and J. Rich 
•Irds to join us. In the spring of 1828, 
an election coming on that year, they 
both withdrew, as they differed in 
politics, in order to treat their lriends, 
which left us standing as at first. I re­
moved to Belleville July 19, 1S29.

On opening my store on the 10th of 
August my first customer had a pail 
and wanted a quart of whisky. I told 
him 1 did not sell liquor ; he began to 
swear; I handed him a tract. “ ‘the 
Swearer’s Tract.” He threw it on the 
f.ocr, cursed me, and left. In after 
years he gave up the drink, became a 
a convened man, and passed away

In December, 1829, we formed the 
first society in Belleville, on the old 
ij'ceige, 11.imbuing 47 IIK labels, 19

!



T H E  SEAVIEN GAZETTE. 3S

whom were vomitr men. In less than 
three months ia  or them professed con­
version and joined the church—one 
went back. We went on and prospered 
until we numbered 1,400 in town and 
country. One old lady told me she 
wus sorry tHnt Her husbund Hud joiiivd 
us, as he had been sick ever since, for 
he only could use liquor in case of sick­
ness. . It was more than a year before 
we allowed ladies to join us in the good 
work. We continued to prosper till in 
1835 Rev. Chaiks Jones came and lec­
tured on Total Abstinence from Spirit­
uous Liquors, Wine, Beer and Ferment­
ed Cider. A society was formed, and 
all who wished to join left the old so.- 
cicty, but myself. I)r. Holden became 
the president of the new society ; I re­
mained the president of the old one, 
but joined the new one also, and went 
or> hand in bond doing all the good we 
could :r. both societies, until the Sons 
of Temperance started, when both the 
other societies gradually faded away. I 
never connected myself with the Sons 
or any other order that came up, but 
went as the fish said, “ on my own 
hook,” when he bit off the line.

1, however, did join the Alliance, but 
finding the cause was being made a 
political horse, I withdrew fiom it ; but 
Still, at the age of 90 less a few*months, 
I work for prohibition. Much more 
might be mentioned, but I will close 
with two offers made me. Having 
occasion to go through the bar-room of 
a hotel, the owner offered me a $50 bill 
if I would take a glass of any kind of 
liquor. I said what for? He said it 
would do him so much good to tell of 
it. I said, “  if I was mean enough to 
take your money and drink, I would be 
mean enough to tell a lie on you, and 
I would he believed twice as quickly as 
you would.” The other, a saloon-keep­
er, would say, as I was passing his 
door, “ Flint, come in and lake some­
thing. I know you drink.” He often 
repeated it. But one day he had three 
customers, and as I was passing he re­
peated his call, “  Flint, come in and 
take something— I know you drink. I

iiid  “  I don ’t care if I do ” ind 
n and up to the bar. He went behind 
mu said, “ What will you have? ” I 
uiid, “  Whatever you give me I will 
;oke.” He set down a decanlet of 
arandy and a cut glass tumbler, and 
said, “ Help yourself.” 1 said “ No, 
out whatever you give me I will take.” 
He poured out two-thirds of a tumbler 
of brandy and handed it to me. I 
went to the door and pitched the 
orandy in the street and put the 
tumbler in my pocket, and, thanking 
ing him, told him I would call again 
when he had any more to give away. 
jHe never molested me afterwards, but 
jl kept the tumbler.
! I have boarded in the Grand Union- 
tat Ottawa 25 sessions. The first ses­
sion I went into the bar-room to get a 
drink of water ; three young men came 
in cm sing nnd swearing nnd called for 
(whiskey. 1 left and have never been' 
|inside of it since. I would go a mile 
for a drink of water before I would be 
jseen inside that bar-room.

I founded the village of Bridgewater 
land for 36 years kept out tire sale of 
lliquor. My losses in business have 
c:.used me to sell out and now for two 
years they have had a house licensed to 
nuke drunkards. The village of Flin- 
ton, also staited by me, has no house 
for the sale of liquors ; hut tt is sold 
outside the village on other land than 
mine. This I cannot prevent. The 
village of Bancroft, some 56 miles 
north, started by me some 14 years 
ago, is a thriving place. There has 
been one tavern the last two years, but 
outside of the proper limits as laid out 
by me. I could write much more on 
this subject, but I finish, wishing and 
praying for the success of our noble 
cause.

You ask respecting my public life. 
Well. I will begin by going back to the 
revolutionary times. Before the war of 
18 12 the Indians helped the Canadians 
much, hut all but ruined the settlers 
Isout’n of the JSt. Lawrence and the 
lakes. 1 well remember heating of it 
at the time.
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they had ten or twelve times more pop­
ulation than Canada, yet we beat them 
35 times .in 56 battles; they won 20 
and one was a draw gatpe. I used to 
hear all about it, as all - the- war stores 
passed my father’s, 7 miles back or 
Brockville, on the way from Prescott to 
Kingston, the front routes being mostly 
woods, liable to- ambush by the Yan­
kees. As the teams and troops all 
stopped at a house close to my father’s, 
I had a grand opportunity, to hear news 
by officers and men.

After peace was proclaimed my father 
moved his store to Brtckville, and 
about three weeks before I was n  
years old, he took me into the store, 
where I remained until March, 1829, 
when 1 left him, and on the 19th of 
July arrived in Belleville.

1! r> h'y/i Kf»nr<1 fit- i n  1831
’ r-t • r*- • • f  • * • » : „ I . *roiice, IIVC ill iiuiliuu. a. naoujij/uimtu

President ol the'Board, and in August 
of the same year, Justice of the Peace, 
by which means T soon brought the 
roughs lo order, which was much reed­
ed. If fined, lightly, hut charged no 
costs for my services, but only for the 
ronstdblc. Zn *^37 I *.vi£s o1!̂  Hni y-q,̂  
elected in 1838, and remained some' 
years, until the town was incorporated, 
and we'had a mayor and council. I ’ 
was reeve ol the town three years; then 
I went to Elgin, where I was reeve for 
21 years, but took no pay from the 
township for my services, but from the 
County Council I took pay as a Coun­
cillor, same as others. '  ■

In the rebellion of 1837 a.n4’38 .I 
w;as made comimssaiy to provide for ’ 
the volunteers, fiord 800 to i,oco' men, 
to find barracks, bedding'and food for. ‘ 

I pass on to' December, 1847, when 
I ran for Parliament against the late 
Edwin Murney and won the election 
for Hastings by 27 votes ; in 1851 Mr. 
Murney defeated me by 27 majority ;, 
in 1854 the county was divided into 
north and south. I ran for the south 
against the late Judge Wallhndge and 
treat trim by 30 majoiiiy. Mi. mlimey

fJ*' t V. c, «>•» r>
elected. At the end of my time in 
’58 I retired and Mr. Wallbridge was 
elected over Benj. Davy by 596 ma­
jority. ' ;  '■ ■ '{' • . ‘.= .

In r86r I ran against P. M. General 
Smith for Trent division, Mr. Murney 
having deceased,-leaving a vacancy of 
two years." I was beaten by 293 ma­
jority. Smith not being able to qualify 
retired after-the session. In the elec­
tion of 1862 I ran against Mr. Grover 
and beat him by 701 majority, having a 
majority at every poll. In 1863 I rati 
again and was elected by acclamation, 
and sat in the Legislative Council until 
it was done away with, at Confedera­
tion, when I was appointed Senator and 
remain such ' at present, - having 
only been absent one session. If all 
be -well* I exjrect to be in Ottawa this

. . .  <4,,Ct*l* **i- i i i ) o u t  ICS. I  i . i i . t K

!**>**'*« f>tt VOU l.. n-ty*» ,11, 11, „  *
Subject.  .*

When printed, please send me-a copy 
as I have kept all that I -have written 
for the press for over 50'years;-'

YumS, vie.,
[ The TempIar.V B il la  F lin t

MONTREAL.

• Miss Sarah Holden, with-Miss Plim 
soil, an artist friend, sailed l.y the Lake 
Ontario on June 13th for the,-purpose 
of Studying another'year in Pads. .

bE'TROIT., ,

Mr. and Mrs. AV. J l .  Holden anil 
family hnye.removed ;lo their .summer 
home “ Homarden ” on Hickory Island 
and are enjoying ' the breezes ol Lake
Erie. . -m-.

NOTE.

Will those readers of the G aze 'itk.

rwhoji.ive not sent in their subscription'
and intend doim* 
them as soon a 
or assist, edj>'

forwr
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Mrs. J. E. Harrison, of Bridgewater, 
tins been visiting relatives in town for 
some time.

Mr. J. C. Holden, of Montreal, was 
in the city attending Uncle Flint’s fun­
eral.

Mrs. Nathan fonts was strong en­
ough to take a trip to Kingston, by- 
water, a few days ago, accompanied by 
her daughter and grand-daughter.

Masters ILrold Holton and Arthur 
Jones hare succeeded in passing for 
high-first book.

Mr. W. E. Holton is home again 
after several months absence.

Mrs. L. \V. Yeomans has given an 
evening “ At Home ” in honor of the 
board of Albert College trustees. The 
rooms were most tastefully decorated

t  ,rr ,„ a - i js i...c 2 n d  t h "  ' .........

lUUohcr of yuests spent an enror.diie 
evening.

Mr. E W. Holton was one of the 
couriers who carried the packet in the 
recent relay race between Sarnia and
Montreal

Another member of the clan, Mr. S' 
C. I ones, has been seized with the 
bicycle craze a d now possesses n 
fine Whitworth, which he rides most 
gracefully.

It is expected that about 250 
bicyclists will pass through Belleville on 
June 30th en route for Montreal.

Master Alfred Holton has, on the 
eve of his seventeenth birthday, suc­
ceeded in obtaining his diplomas in 
commercial work and stenography. He 
is now going out camping for a few 
weeks, after which he will be ready for 
office work. We hope he will succeed 
in obtaining a good position.

L A T E S T  MONTREAL ITE M S.

I)r. Gregg, of Toronto, honored and 
delighted his Montreal relations with a 
visit of four days on his way home from 
the meeting of the Assembly in St. 
John The visit was altogether too 
short.

Mrs. T. C U ’ 1 • o. . •
ter Ella, left on June 27th, for Gale 
doma Springs, wheie they two
weeks.

Mrs. Robert Burns, Jr., sails by the 
Lake Winnipeg (Beaver Line) on July 
4th to pay a visit to relatives in Belfast, 
London and Dundee.

Mr. J. C. Holden left on the 28th 
for Baldwinsville, N.Y., to attend the 
funeral of his brother-in-law, Mr. Isaac 
Baldwin.

Arthur Holden is spending the sum­
mer at a'quiet spot on Lake St. Francis, 
where he will revel in h;s books.

B R IT ISH  AND FO R E IG N  IT E M S .

Coiigralulat ons are being offered 10 
our former co laborer, Miss Telia Mac 
k.ay on her approaching mariiagc with
V!r. Andrc'v hor r . v ‘ *' l v.

pears the great H..ndel fo b ...' will 
have been celebrated at the Crystal Pal­
ace. It is one of the m vst important 
musical everts in Britain and the ire,.; 
of a life time to ail who art ; 
to heat ii. In anticipation of this jest;

t f f t n r  r 'o > '» '<:jcn rv r> r l^ »rv t T A -  .
'  J w *• - ’ ’  I----------------’  J ...................— *•*-'? ‘
cently made a pilgrimage to Halie, the 
birth place of the immortal composer, 
and visited both his house and the 
monuments ereeted to his memory.

Miss Mary Burns recently attended 
the National Convention ot the Y.P.S. 
C.E., which was held in Spurgeon’s 
Tabernacle. It was a great success. 
The Tabernacle (which has a capacity 
of over six thousand) being crowded, 
and many people refused entrance on 
account of the crush.

Nothing gives your British and con­
tinental readers of the G a z e t t e  more 
pleasure than to meet with and enter­
tain their fellow-clansmen from Canada 
and United States. They take this 
opportunity, however, of suggesting that 
intending visitors will be so kind as to 
make some announcement of their 
plans in order that suitable arrange- 
nients Moy Ku nvoHtt lor the receptior* 
of members of the honorable the clan.

f
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C L A N  B A N C R O F T  A N p  T H E  G O V E R N O R

The Clan Bancroft truly did itself 
*11 ■ 1 . .. ii^ertiecr* o visit to
Bel eville, the home of such a large 
portion of its members. The clan ral­
lied and proved itself a loyal body to 
Queen and country. One member, 
Mr. Ritchie, opened his home and re­
ceived in a right royal manner His Ex­
cellency the Governor General; an 
other, Mr. J. J. B. Flint, marshalled the 
procession along our broad and shady 
streets ; one of the group of representa­
tives of Albeit College chosen to pre­
sent to His Excellency an address from 
that institution was Mr. E. W. Yeo­
mans ; two of our clan’s lady members, 
Mrs. J. J. B. Flint and Mrs. E. \V. Yeo­
mans were among those selected to 
welcome Lord Aberdeen at the Hospi­
tal and Home for the Friendless ; while 
little Miss Ethel Mae Jones will tell you 
with a toss cf her pretty aub lrn curls 
and the sweetest nr that, after
His Fxceiiency had 4c>.civto from ner 
hand the school-children’s boquet, it 
was not only with words of thanks but 
with a kiss that he greeted her.
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