
BELLEVILLE COUNCIL MINUTE BOOKS, 1836 TO 1860 [in one book]                     Lois Foster    

1836 – July 13 – page 15 – On Motion the following ordinance was passed  - to establish a market in the 

town of Belleville. It is therefore ordered by the Board of Police, that on every Wed. & Sat. In each week 

there shall be a public market in the market square, between the hours of 5 of  the clock in the 

forenoon, and 4 of the clock in the afternoon. [The market square was south of Dundas on lots 11 and 

12  between Pinnacle and Church Streets, see Haslett’s map of Belleville 1845]  

1836 – The first official market day of the Board of Police of Belleville was to be held on the 2nd Monday 

in August 1836. George Mitchell as market clerk. 

August 3, 1836 – Hugh McGinnis must remove his hog pen, on Front Street in the Upper Ward within 10 

days. 

Billa Flint Jr. and the estate of the late James H Jamison purchased a fire engine for the town of Belleville 

– £25 each. The Board of Police reimbursed them over a period of 2 years. 

Sept. 14, 1836 – page21 - laws and by-laws re: market in Lower Ward be suspended for 3 months 

Sept. 21, 1836 – page21 [bottom of page and following page]Resolved that it is expedient to build a 

court room, place of confinement and engine house. Resolved that it be built on Pinnacle Street on the 

public ground next to the lot of Asa Yeomans. Resolved that Billa Flint Esq. be a committee to attend to 

the building of said Court Room and upon as economical a plan as possible. 

February 22, 1837 – page 24 – In conformity to sundry resolutions of the Board of Police on the 21st of 

Sept. 1836 – Billa Flint Jr. Esq. presented his account for building a Court Room, place of confinement 

and an engine house, together with the cost of a stove and stove pipes and digging the foundation on 

the public ground in Pinnacle Street, amounting to 143 pounds 5 shillings and 4 pence half penny. 

Whereupon it was resolved that the amount this day presented by Billa Flint of 143 pounds, 5 and 4 

pence halfpenny, be accepted. Resolved that a note at 90 days be given to Billa Flint payable at the 

office of the Bank of Upper Canada at Kingston for the sum of 92 pounds 14 shillings one pence 

halfpenny, being the balance due him on his amount rendered this day of 143. 5. 4 1/2 . 

March 4, 1837 – page 24 - B of P sued by Tobias Bleeker [a detailed description of the case] 

April 19, 1837 – page 31 - pay Reuben Fields 12 pounds 10 shillings on his contract for cutting down the 

hill on Pinnacle Street. 

Licenses were granted for Groceries to C J Netz, H Sericks, J McCurdy, J Botsford, Y Brown, Martin Ryan, 

John Addison. 

Licenses for carts to C Wolcott, P Lesage, R Fields, and Taylor. 

Petition of Jane England asking permission to put steps on the pavement in front of her house on lot 8 in 

Pinnacle Street. Ordered that cannot grant the foregoing petition. 

Ordered that the Treasurer refund to Alex McDonald the sum of 10 shillings police tax paid on a house 

occupied by John Andrew. John Andrew having paid said tax himself. 



May 3, 1837 – page 32 - License for a grocery  was granted to Mrs. Madden and to Jacob Bonter for a 

wagon, R Fields for the same. 

Resolved that the first improvement [to the town] .......... be to extend the present sidewalk on Front 

Street from one extremity of the town to the other, upwards on Front Street as far as Wonnacott’s 

house. 

May 10, 1837 – page 33 - Ordered that a Grocery license be granted to John Andrews.  

Resolved that it be the duty of the inhabitants to sweep the pavement in front of their premises at least 

once in every day before the hour of nine o’clock a.m. 

May 31, 1837 – page 37 - Resolved that Board advertise for tenders for repairing of the Road at the 

south end of Wonnacott’s bridge being 12 1/2rods, 24 ft wide to be walled up each side with a wall 2 

feet thick and to be filled with earth and stones. 

June 21, 1837 – page 37 - It would be an advantage to the town to have a sidewalk laid on the north side 

of Bridge Street from McNabb & Bull’s corner to Pinnacle Street. 

Resolved that John Turnbull be allowed to lay same in front of his property on Bridge Street and in front 

of Mrs Wallbridge’s property on the same street. 

Permission to James Bickford to lower the sidewalk in front of his property on Hotel Street sufficient to 

allow him the use of his street door. He must do it at his own expense. 

July 10, 1837 – page 32? – Resolved that it is expedient to give employment to the poor so as to enable 

them to earn a living.[ there’s a mix up in page numbering in the original book. After page 38 the 

following page is 32 and continues numerically from there] 

August 30, 1837 – page 34 - Ordered that treasurer pay D B Sole for blacksmith work in 1836 

Sept. 13, 1837 – page 35 - Ordered that the account of E Chandler [druggist] for powder be paid. The 

amount of Henry Corby for bread furnished to the labourers £63.7.1. was accepted as correct. 

Sept. 20, 1837 – page 36 -Ordered to pay Thomas Dalton for adv. and pay Chronicle and Gazette for adv. 

Pay P Lesage for horse and cart hire on the roads and Homer Taylor for same. 

October 30, 1837 – page 37 - Ordered that the wooden sidewalks to be laid on west side of Front Street 

be discontinued. 

Resolved that we lay sidewalks in plank on Dundas Street from Smith’s corner to the foot of the hill and 

thence to the market and on Front Street from the dwelling house of Robert Bird to the river. 

Resolved a sum of not more than £15 for building an office in the market. 

Dec. 27, 1837 – page 38 - In consequence of the removal of C H McCollum from the province, James 

Whiteford be appointed to said board for Upper Ward. 

January 10, 1838 – page 39 - A petition from John Covert and others to lay a sidewalk on ........... Street 

between Mrs. England’s lot and Michael Carroll’s. 



January 12, 1838 – page 40 - Resolved that another Collector be appointed in place of M O’Carroll. 

Resolved that the assessment list be put in the hands of J G Moore for collection. 

April 4, 1838 – page 41 - Resolved that Asa Yeomans be called upon to repair the bridge across the 

Moira without delay so as to hinder the abutment being carried away by the timber that may come 

down the river. 

July 18, 1838 – page43 - As Asa Yeomans has retired from the limits of the town, that Benjamin 

Ketcheson be a member of B of P in his stead. 

Page 50 – Belleville 19 June 1839 – A committee appointed by the Inhabitants of the Upper Ward, for 

building a bridge across the River Moira, crossing over an Island opposite the dwelling house of Mr. John 

Reynolds, submitted by John P Morden, Nelson G Reynolds, Robert Bird, Joshua Smith and Samuel 

Stevens, the members of said Committee. 

Page 50 – Belleville 22nd August 1839 – A petition from Jonathan McCurdy asking permission to encroach 

on the footpath 10 inches to build a cellar door. Granted 

Page 52 – In town elections for lower ward Jacob H Bell received the highest vote but there was a 

protest: The undersigned protest against the election of Jacob H Bell on the ground of want of 

qualifications as the law directs. Belleville 2nd March 1840. Signed: C Norcott, Hector Leaven, George 

Taylor, Royal Munro. March 4, 1840 – The lot for which Jacob H Bell claims a freehold, was not issued 

and that it would not be issued until the courts were paid for it. March 12, 1840 Alexander O Petrie was 

elected in his place. 

Page 54 – March 18, 1840 - Mr. Thomas Parker and Donald McKenzie applied to the Board for 

permission to deliver up the Boom at the mouth of the Moira to the Corporation upon certain 

conditions. Messrs Petrie and Bonter were appointed a committee to examine the boom, and report.  

Page 54 – March 18, 1840 - John A Gordon, Captain of the Engine Company reported that he had 

examined the fire engine and that it needed but little repair. 

 1840 – March 18 - Page 54 – Resolved that the Board is willing to allow the Commissioners of the Court 

of Requests of the first division of the Victoria District, to hold their Courts in the Police Court Room, 

provided said Commissioners are willing to pay a rent to the Town for the use of the same, which rent 

be and remain fixed at £5; it is however understood, that the possession of the premises is in the Board 

of Police and not in the Commissioners. 

1840 – April 1 - Page 69 - It was ordered that the Board apply to the Governor in Council for a grant of 

Lot No. 1, East side of Pinnacle Street. 

Page 69-70 – Ordered that the Board subscribe £10 to the purchase of materials for the use of the Hook 

and Ladder Company of the Town of Belleville. 



1840 – May 18 - Page 71-72 – Resolved that there be formed in the Town of Belleville  a volunteer Fire 

Establishment to consist of an Engine and Hook and Ladder Company, each company to elect their own 

officers and make their own by-laws ..................  [almost a page of instructions]. 

1840 – June 18 - Page 76 – An ordinance establishing a market in the Town of Belleville – That a public 

market, be and remain established on the lots reserved for that purpose on Pinnacle and Church Streets 

.............. All the laws etc, about 3 pages. That notices be issued for tenders for digging and building up a 

cellar on the market lots in the town for the market. 

1840 – July 8 - Page 79 – Report of sale of 12 lot leases on the market square leased on Saturday the 

fourth day of July, by order of the Board. Includes list of names. 

1840 – July 22 - Page 80 – Town vs Pat McGinnis: Rolling wheelbarrow on side walk  - fine 11 shillings 6 

pence or 1 week in jail. 

1840 – August 5 - Page 82 – It was ordered that an adv be issued to notify the public that the building 

now occupied as a police court room will be sold at public auction on Saturday the 5th day of September 

next at 12 o’clock noon on the premises 

1840 – August 12 – page 82 – ordered that 15 shillings be paid to Jacob H Bell for assisting in running out 

the line of the market lots. 

1841 – February 3 – page 83 – Resolved that John Richard Stapely be appointed public chimney sweeper 

for the town of Belleville and that he be allowed for the first time of sweeping one shilling for every 

chimney or flue passing through 2 stories and nine pence for all which pass through less than 2 stories, 

swept by him and seven and a half pence for every subsequent time. 

1841 – Nov. 11 – page 90 – Ordered that the Clerk of the Board notify Nelson G Reynolds that he is 

encroaching on Hotel Street, by digging the foundation for a building he is now excavating on the north 

side of the said Hotel Street, at the corner of Front Street and directing him to discontinue forthwith any 

further operations on the said encroachment and to comply. 

1842 – April 5 – page 97 – Petition signed by A O Petrie and 70 others praying for the establishment of a 

market on the market ground.  Postpone consideration for one fortnight. 

1843 – Oct. 11 – page 102 - The President reported that he had purchased from Mr. Burdon his school 

house for £40, ten pence cash and the remainder in 3 instalments which arrangement the Board 

confirmed. It was then ordered that the tender of Isaac Reeves, carpenter, to make repairs and 

alterations to the same building to render it more convenient for an engine house, for the sum of four 

pounds nineteen shillings and 4 pence be accepted, and that he proceed with the work forthwith. 

1844 – April 10 – 106 - A memorial from the fire department, praying for a grant of 15 pounds for the 

purchase of a sufficient quantity of suction hose to supply engine number two. It was ordered that the 

prayer of the petitioners be granted. 



1845 – March 26 – page 110 – Permission was granted to Royal Munro to take up the sidewalk in front 

of his property on Front Street below Bridge Street, upon condition that he redo the same with plank, 

under the superintendence of the street surveyor and that he be bound to keep the same in constant 

repair  

1845 – Dec. 24 – page 116 - Resolved that a fine of 5 shillings be imposed on any person who shall draw 

water from either of the Public Tanks in this Town, for watering horses or cattle. 

1846 – April 1 – page 120 – Resolved that Erastus Holden and Rufus Holden have permission to lay a 

wooden side walk in front of their properties on Hotel Street under the superintendence of the street 

surveyor  

1847 – July 17 – page 121 & 122 – Liabilities of the Board: ...Apothecarry’s Hall for fire department 

4.10.7; ...B F Davy for Hose and Bell for Engine No. 2 30.17.6 , paid by note on bank. 

Page 123 – Notes ordered to be issued by the President and Board of Police to be discounted for Town 

purposes: Dec. 23, 1846 – to meet the balance to pay for the engine  

1848 – March 29 – page 129 – Statement from A Burdon , School teacher, praying that the board will 

authorize their treasurer to grant him a discharge in full up to 1st March last upon payment of 5 pounds 

for School House occupied by him. Granted. & that he remain in school house until 1st March next if he 

wishes it but the rent to be 10 pounds. 

1848 – March 29 – page 129 – Ordered that Tenders be received until 1st may next for a lease of 14 

years to be granted by the Board; of the island opposite the wharves and commonly known by the name 

of Covert’s Island – and to give due publicity to the same, 100 hand bills be struck off for distribution & 

advertised in both Belleville newspapers. 

1848 – May 3 – page 131 – Notice was received from the Hook & Ladder Company That they had ceased 

to exist as a co. & that the wagon & apparatus is surrendered to the Board – Ordered that a new co. be 

formed and that parties wishing to become members do sign their names at M. Sawyer’s and that the 

following notice be given in the Victoria Chronicle & Intelligencer. Laid over one week for consideration. 

1848 – May 10 – page 131 – Report received from Fire Co. No.2 & a list consisting of 24 members – 

ordered May 17th – that Fire Co. No. 1 be called upon to furnish a return of their Co.  

1848 – June 15 – page 132 – The board appointed Jacob H Bell pound keeper for the present year 

1848 – July 5 – page 133 – Notify the Fire Department that the board is willing to offer them the 

following terms: the engines, hooks & ladders& to be kept in good order by the Fire Department  at 

their own expense, the board in consideration of which will pay them £22.1. commencing May 1st last, 

for the purpose of a fund, they will also pay for oil, blacksmith work and repairs to be done to the 

property of the Fire Department. The members to receive their certificates free o f expense exempting 

them from militia training, juries days of statute labour. 

Page 134 – Fire Dept. Granted £30 per annum and £5 for fuel etc. 



1848 – Dec. 6 – page 135 – Lewis Wallbridge reported that the Bank of Montreal would advance the 

Corporation 250 pounds to purchase from Charles O Benson & wife and Hector Leavens a suitable and 

central place for the market. Lot no. 21 the west side of Pinnacle Street for 550 pounds for a market and 

market building. And a street of of 40 feet wide from market lot no. 21 from north west side through to 

Front street be purchased from Hector Leavens for 100 pounds. Notice tenders re market building  put 

in newspapers.  

1849 – Jan. 24 – the market building contract was given to George Neilson and J C Pringle for the sum of 

225 pounds  

1849 – Jan. 31 – ordered that an allowance of 7 shillings& 6 pence per week be granted to A Robert 

Anderson until the first day of May next in consequence of extreme destitution and ill health of himself 

& wife. 

1849 – June 12 – page 148,149,150 - Ordinance Establishing a Market 

1849 – June 25 – page 150 - ... that four and a half dozen wooden buckets be purchased for the use of 

the fire company. ...That the lumber in the old buildings on the market place be kept for the use of the 

corporation. 

1849 – Sept 15 – p 152-153 - Petition to His Excellency the Right Hon. James East of Elgin and .... re 

Belleville’s Ward system ... divided into 4 wards ... no election under the Act can take place until the 

description of the wards are so described as to make them intelligible. 

1849 – Nov.21 – p154 – Resolved that the following persons be the returning officers for the different 

wards: South Ward R M Roy; Centre Ward Charles Levisconte; North Ward William Ponton; West Ward 

Charles Coleman 

1849 – Dec. 17 – p155-156 – Notice to be published in newspapers: the extended limits of the Town 

1850- Jan 23 – p 159 – Due the Board of Police – rent of school house 5 pounds 

1850 – March 1 – p 167 – The committee on Hospital reported the hospital is in very bad condition and 

recommend that it be repaired. Ordered that the necessary stove pipes be provided for the hospital. 

1850 – March 22 – p190 – On motion: it was ordered that Mary Ridley have 2/6 per week for attending 

coloured woman, to commence 4 weeks back. 

1850 – April 19 – p 200 – It was ordered that 5 shillings be paid each to Gilbert Lawrence and Homer 

Taylor for drawing engine and hooks ladders to the fire at the hospital.  

A petition to the government to dispose of the hospital lot. 

Ordered that the clerk address a letter to Mr. Burden respecting the rent now due 

1850 – June 24 – p203 – petition of C Walcott for a grant of the point in front of the town for erecting a 

light house thereon 



1850 – June 28 – p204 – pay for making & painting the engine. 

1850 – July 19 – p 205 – the petition of Rev. W Gregg for the privilege of taking sand, and for employing 

teams to draw sand and stone without paying the usual licence was read and granted. 

1850 – Aug. 16 – p 210 – The matter of a canal connecting the water of the Bay of Quinte and Lake 

Ontario was made the subject of the Legislature many years ago and would be an advantage to Belleville 

It was ordered that the roof of the hospital be repaired 

1850 – Sept 6 – p213 – It was ordered that widow Mahar have 5 pence per week for 5 weeks. 

1850 – Sept. 13 – p214 – County Council wanted the town to contribute half the costs of improving the 

grounds around the court house. The town felt 1/3 of the expense necessary for the contemplated work 

1850 – Sept 20 – p 214 – the account of Patrick O’Donnell for repairing engine no. 2, ordered paid 

1850 – Oct. 11 – p220 – Moved that 10 pounds be paid Engine Co. no.1 and same to Hook & Ladder  Co. 

Pay Philip Short for repairing pipe and hose of Engine No. 2 

1850 – Dec. 10 – 226 – Resolved that to facilitate the increased trade and Commerce of Canada, it is all 

important that a line of Railroad between Montreal and Toronto be commenced as soon as possible. 

That as the different municipalities in the Province are proposing to render assistance to this great 

project, by subscribing liberally for the stock of said Railroad this council engages to use every 

reasonable means at their disposal to aid in the accomplishment of so important a work. 

1851 – Jan. 28 – p.236 – By Law ... enacted by Town council, the authority of the Board of School 

Trustees to borrow one thousand six hundred pounds for the purpose of buying sites and building 4 

common schools. 

1851 – March 11 – p.250 – Special Meeting – The Mayor stated, that he had called this meeting to 

consider what it was best to do, towards reconstructing the Market House, which had this morning been 

destroyed by fire – Moved by Mr. Benjamin, sec by Mr Holden that the market be built of wood same 

plan but 2 ½ feet higher. 

The committee on roads reported that the covering [planking] of the Bridge at the foot of Bridge Street, 

required to be immediately removed. 

1851 – April 2 – p.255 – by-law to prohibit the erection of wooden buildings on Front Street. – rejected. 

Page 268 – April 30 – by-law to prevent the erection of wooden buildings in the thickly built portions of 

the town. Adopted. 

1851 – April 30 – p258 – Report in favour of having a demonstration on the annual Anniversary of the 

Fire department, and recommended a trip to Canniffs Mills and a dinner at W Martins. Report adopted 

and copies of the same sent to the Captain of each Co. and to the Chief Engineer, C G Levesconte.  

1851 – May 29 – p262 – the sum of five shillings per week be allowed to Emerand Ruff from the town.  

That Mr. McGrath be allowed the sum of five shillings per week from the Town.  



1851 – July 30 – p266 – the tender of John D Pringle for the Market House being the lowest on terms of 

credit, be accepted 

1851 – Oct. 9 – p272 – the School Trustees are hereby authorized to advertise for the construction of 

three school houses to be paid for by debenture of the town 

1852 – Jan 15 – p276 – Council Room, Belleville – Mr. Benjamin presented the petition of: Fire Engine 

No. 1 (old) praying for compensation for services for one year. 

1852 – April n3 – p291 – that the house lately occupied as a school house in the Market lot be 

advertised for sale and sold to highest bidder for cash – The building to be removed by the first Monday 

in June, next. 

1852 – April 19 – p297 – Whereas this council had made arrangements last year with County Council to 

bear a certain portion of cost of improving and laying out Court House grounds and improvements. 

Mayor authorized to co-operate. 

1852 – June 30 – p302 – Introduce a bylaw for the purpose of purchasing 20 acres from Phillip Canniff 

for a public cemetery. 

1852 – July 22 – p303 - The town surveyor handed in an estimate for cutting down the hill on Church 

Street near the Roman Catholic Church 

1852 – July 22 – p304 - Moved by B F Davy, seconded by James Brown that the building on the Court 

House hill be advertised for sale by auction and removed immediately 

1852 – July 28 – p305 – His Worship the Mayor reported the sale of the old house on the Court House 

Hill for £7.2.6 

1852 – August 9 – p309 - Importance of connecting the Bay of Quinte with Lake Ontario through the 

medium of Presqu’ile Harbour 

1852 – August 23 – p315 – for safety of town and losses by fire – reduce size of blocks in Main Street 

and Pinnacle Street – between Hotel Street and Bridge Street should be divided. 

1852 – August 23 – p316 – Cause of delay as to when the market building will be finished. 

1852 – Dec. 15 – p326 – it is highly essential and necessary that the Rail Road Depots in this Town should 

be in the most convenient location for the accommodation of the Trade of the Town & County  

[Notes taken up to page 342, book continues to 1860.] 


