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NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 16,1989 

at 8:00 P.M.
Lome Joyce, M.D., of Toronto is a 
recognized authority on the subject of 
sailing and early navigation on the Lake. 
He will be speaking at the next meeting on 
the topic; “ Early Navigation on the waters 
of Quinte.” This meeting should appeal to 
all, especially to the many sailors in our 
midst.
Visitors and guests are always welcome. 
The Place: Quinte Living Centre, 370 Front 
St. in downtown Belleville. Coffee and 
displays available from 7:30 p.m. See you 
there!

PROGRAM FOR THE COMING MONTHS

No general meetings will be held during 
June, July and August. Meeting dates for 
the fall are:
Tuesday 20th September - at Quinte Living 
Centre.
Tuesday, 18th October - at the Wiser 
Reception Centre, Corbyville.
Tuesday, 15th November - at Quinte Living 
Centre.
Bernard Wright, Director and Program 
Chairman is arranging to provide interest
ing speakers with a variety of historical and 
heritage topics. To be announced later.

LOIS FOSTER TOOK US BACK TO 
EARLY SCHOOL DAYS IN BELLEVILLE

On Tuesday, 18th April, Lois Foster, 
Chairman of the Building Research 
Committee, spoke with authority on the 
evolution of school buildings in the public 
system in Belleville. Her pictures, both on 
the screen and in the displays, illustrated 
the changes in architecture over the years. 
Lois was introduced by Katherine Mills 
and thanked by Beth Green. Both of these 
ladies are also active members of the 
Building Research Committee as is Elaine 
Preston who presented a humorous 
account for the “ Minus 100” featurette. 
Katherine Mills,. one of three members 
who attended “ Your Paper Treasures” in 
Kingston on April 1st, gave a very 
favourable account of the demonstrations 
and workshops on such subjects as 
preserving old photographs, creating a 
family tree, researching your old house and 
maintaining a house log. The showcase 
was sponsored by the Ontario Association 
of Archivists and was coordinated by Dr. 
Shirley Spragge of Queen’s University.

WELCOME JENNIFER READ
Now covering Historical Society affairs for 
The Intelligencer is Jennifer Read, 
formerly with The Trentonian. Julia Drake 
who previously reported on our meeting on 
behalf of The Intell is now with the office of 
Hugh O’Neil, M.P.P.
It was good to welcome Ms. Read to our 
meeting on the 18th April and we wish her 
success in her new position.

HAY BAY CHURCH
In response to the Society’s letter as 
reported in the April issue of OUTLOOK, 
Canada Post has advised that its Stamp 
Advisory Committee receives some 200 to 
300 suggestions each year out of which 
some 15 topics are recommended for 
inclusion in an annual program. Canada 
Post assures that the suggestion to issue a 
stamp in 1992 to mark the bicentennial of 
the historic old Hay Bay Church near 
Adolphustown will be reviewed and an 
announcement made in the fall of 1991.

STONE BUILDING ON STATION ST.
At the March 6th meeting of the Board of 
Directors of this Society, this motion was 
passed following considerable discussion: 
“ The Board recommends the preservation 
of the limestone building on the old 
Meyer’s Mills’ property on Station St. (in 
Belleville), now owned by the Moira River 
Conservation Authority, due to its im
portance as the last remaining link with the 
original mills and manufacturing complex 
which lined the banks of the Moira River in 
this area.”
It was decided that a letter should go to the 
Conservation Authority advising them of 
this motion and that the Society would be 
pleased to act as a supportive resource in 
the retention of the stone building. 
Accordingly, a letter was sent on March 
20th to Mr. David King, Manager of the 
Authority.
Mr. King has responded on behalf of the 
Meyer’s Mill Committee which also in
cludes Kay Manderville (M.R.C.A.), 
Alderman Bochnek and Alderman Meeks 
(City of Belleville) and Michael Tansley 
(Heritage Belleville).
As well as expressing appreciation for the 
Society’s offer, he advises further that: 
“ Over the course of 1989, the committee 
will be preparing proposal guidelines for 
the stone building, inviting proposals from 
both the public and private sectors and 
providing recommendations back to the 
Authority and the City on a recommended 
proposal. If no suitable proposals are 
received, the committee will then examine 
other alternatives to restore/preserve the 
building.”
Discussion of this subject by the Board of 
Directors was prompted by a letter from 
Gerry Boyce with accompanying proposal 
by Michael Tansley of Heritage Belleville. 
Discussion was enhanced considerably by 
Beth Green’s research report on the 
subject.

1790 -1990
It was also decided at the Directors’ 
meeting on March 6th to:
a) Convey our congratulations and best 
wishes to the Township of Sidney on its 
plans to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of 
municipal government in Sidney. A letter 
to that effect has been sent to Reeve Tom 
Nobles. The Society has offered itself as an 
historical resource. It has also suggested 
that it would be appropriate to make John 
W. Meyers a focus of the 1990 celebration 
since he was the first moderator (or 
chairman) of the Sidney Town meetings.

b) Propose to the city of Belleville that the 
bicentennial of the city’s beginning as an 
industrial centre be suitably celebrated in 
1990. A letter to that effect was sent to 
Mayor George Zegouras.
It was also suggested that this celebration 
could form the focus of the 1990 Waterfront 
Festival. In that’event, it was noted that 
members of the Historical Society would be 
pleased to serve as a resource for that 
purpose.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT
A belated thank you goes to the following 
organizations for supporting our Education 
Project, the geneology research projects, 
this winter. A number of valuable prizes 
were awarded by:
SEARS
SWISS CHALET
MOTHER’S PIZZA AND SPAGHETTI
O’NEIL STATIONERY
FRANK ENWRIGHT INSURANCE
SHOPETTE LTD., Mr. Allison
BERT JONES MOTORS
WR GREENLY BOOKS
BELCON ENGINEERING
and a special thank you to the Museum
Curator, Jennifer Gilmor.

We are having a house tour in Madoc again 
this year and we are inviting you to join us. 
There are two places just north of Madoc 
and you will see many other old homes as 
you drive along.
There are 6 homes, Hazzard’s Church, and 
the Old Bakery open for viewing. The 
O’Hara Mill complex has a picnic area and 
one of the homes on the tour is quite near 
that area.
The buildings are open from 1 to 4 P.M. on 
May 21st, a Sunday, and a ticket is $5.00. 
Tickets are available at Whiskers Country 
Shoppe and Wilsons of Madoc after May 
1st. Your can reserve tickets by sending a 
cheque to Madoc Historical Foundation, 
Box 407, Madoc. Prepaid tickets can be 
picked up at Whiskers which is open on 
Sundays.

Finally, as we go to press, your editor had 
the opportunity to go to the Education 
Week breakfast. It was there that Gerry 
Boyce, was named the 1989 winner of the 
Sir MacKenzie Bowell Award, as educator 
of the year. On your behalf, I was very 
proud of Gerry. Congratulations.

Mike Hoyer



HERITAGE WEEK

EXPLORE A CEMETERY IN HASTINGS COUNTY

This summer, or early fall, we would like to 
challenge you and your family to take the 
time to visit a cemetery in Hastings 
County. There are many small community 
graveyards dotted across the countyside 
which can provide detailed information on 
the community’s history. From the tomb
stones you can learn about prominent 
family names, the longevity of the local 
population, their illnesses, their beliefs, 
etc.
Use the following questions to help you 
know the cemetery. Take along a large 
piece of craft paper (newsprint will do!) 
and do a rubbing as outlined later.
Once again, the Hastings County Historical 
Society will be hosting an Open House 
during Heritage Week on Sunday, Feb. 18, 
1990. Students in grades 4-8 wishing to 
enter must have their work reach the 
society by Nov. 30, 1989. A reminder will 
be sent to your school in September, but 
don't wait until the fall - take advantage of 
the summer holidays!
• Entries should consist of a clear rubbing 
of a tombstone and answers to 10 of the 15 
questions in ESSAY form. Feel free to 
include your essay booklet, photographs 
and/or sketches. Include your name, age, 
grade and school.
• All student entries will be displayed at 
the OPEN HOUSE
• Lucky Draw - all students submitting 
completed work by November 30th are 
eligible to win prizes, and will receive a 
small prize for participating.
• All entries must reach one of the 
following by November 30th:
1. Janet Hoyer, 276 Bleecker Avenue, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N 3V4
2. Mike Hoyer c/o Quinte Christian High 
School, 289 Pinnacle Street, Belleville, 
Ontario K8N 3B3. (All schools have access 
to the Hastings Board of Education courier 
service - mark the destination clearly. Your 
teacher can assist you).
• Further information from: Janet Hoyer, 
968-5609; Bernard Wright, 968-7539; and 
Jean Williams, 962-6654.

EXPLORING OLD CEMETERIES

The following questions can be used as 
problem-solving situations on a field trip to 
a cemetery.

1. Find the oldest tombstone.
a) From what material was the oldest 
tombstone made?
b) Where is the oldest tombstone located 
in the cemetery - Front? Rear?
c) How old was the individual who died?
d) Is there a footstone? How far is the 
footstone from the headstone?
e) What Kind of vegetation is growing 
near the grave?
f) Are there any trees growing adjacent to 
or on the grave? How old are the trees?

2. Find the most recent tombstone.
a) From what material was the most recent 
tombstone made?
b) Where is the most recent tombstone 
located in the cemetery - Front? Rear?
c) How old was the individual who died?
d) Is there a footstone? How far is the 
headstone from the footstone?
e) Are there any trees growing adjacent to 
or on the grave? How old are the trees?

3. When was the graveyard abandoned?
a) How old is the biggest tree growing 
adjacent to a tombstone or on the grave?
b) What is the date of the latest burial 
plot?

4. What is the condition of the soil?
a) On the oldest grave
b) On the youngest grave.

5. Measure the depth of the inscriptions.
a) On the oldest tombstone.
b) On the youngest tombstone.
c) What kinds of phrases are quoted on the 
oldest tombstone - the youngest? Do you 
feel there are differences?

6. Is there evidence of a predominance of a 
single family?

7. What is the average age of death in 10 
year intervals

For men? For women? For children?

8. Do the designs, shapes and materials of 
the tombstones change through the years? 
If so, how?

9. Are there any graves that do not have 
tombstones? How can you tell it, is a grave?

10. Can the tombstone and its general 
appearance relate what the standard of 
living was for the particular family or era?

11. Is there a fence or fencerow surround
ing the graveyard? If so, what kind of fence 
or fencerow?

12. Is there evidence of a building? If so, 
what kind of building was it? For what 
purpose was it used?

13. Did the women live longer than the 
men? Was this true for one particular era?

14. Is there evidence of an epidemic? 
What kind of evidence?

15. Are there any unusual epitaphs on the 
tombstones? If so, why are they unusual?

Tracings: A further technique can be 
employed with care. Tracings of tomb
stones can be made by covering the entire 
face of a stone with craft paper and 
securing it to the sides with masking tape. 
Wax crayon or soft graphite rubbed over 
the paper will reproduce the inscription 
underneath. Care should be taken to avoid 
defacing the stone or monument.

HISTORICAL RESEARCH LOOKS AT BUILDINGS BUILT BEFORE 1880 - Jennifer Read; The Intell. Lois Foster says she’s getting used 
to driving around Belleville with 19th century maps of the city in the back seat of her car. The meticulously detailed diagrams are vital to 
Foster’s work: researching every building in Belleville built before 1880 for the Hastings County Historical Society’s building research 
committee, of which she is Chairman. Foster presented the society’s April meeting last night at the Quinte Living Centre with a fascinating 
history of the city’s first schools, which date back to the 1840’s. Among the more historic structures - which are still standing - are King 
George Public School on North Front Street, built in 1922; Queen Victoria School on Pine Street, opened in 1912; Queen Alexandra School, 
now the education centre on Ann Street; and Queen Mary School built in 1914 on Isobel Street.
“ With one of the four Royal schools still being used as a school (Queen Victoria) and the other three converted to other uses, we have hope 
that these well-built schools will remain as part of our built heritage and be an example to other developers to restore buildings rather than 
demolish them,” said Foster. The Belleville resident started researching the city’s older structures in 1976, when the building research 
committee was formed. She and five other committee members often drive along city streets with old maps “ to search out buildings of 
interest” “ We will also research homes at the owners’ request, provided they make a donation to the historical society.” Foster says in 
the mid-1800’s, schools were often located in private rooms rented out as classrooms, “ or squeezed into whatever building could 
accomodate the students.” Belleville’s first grammar school was a former town hall, built in 1836 on the present court house site on 
Pinnacle St. One former student, J.J.B. Flint, described the school: “The lower room was occupied by the fire engine. We looked in awe at 
the rows of leather buckets and caps upon the wall, the mysterious engine, the hooks and ladders. The upper room was the school room, 
approached by a pair of stairs from Pinnacle Street. The rear window opened upon the side of the hill. It was an easy matter to open a 
window and step out on the hill, which was our playground.” Foster said Belleville, part of the Midland district in the mid-19th century, 
first sent its students to grammar school in Kingston. “ A petition was sent by inhabitants of Belleville to the Legislature voicing their 
concerns that most people were unable to avail themselves of the school.. .the institution instead of aiding the middle and poor classes of his 
majesty’s subjects, casts money into the lap of the rich, who are sufficiently able (to enrol students) without public assistance.” Foster said 
it was not until 1838 when the Victoria district (which included Belleville) was set up that a grammar school could be had in the city. In 
1846, Egerton Ryerson, considered the founder of the public school system, said “ education is a public good, ignorance is a public evil” 
and an act was passed to make primary education free. April 24, 1989


