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Preserving Ontario’s 
Historic Buildings
Concern for what they see as the wanton de

struction of Ontario’s vernacular architecture 
John and Dianne Brisley have been restoring 
historic buildings in the province since 1968. 
As speakers for the Society’s September meet
ing they presented a fascinating hour-long slide 
show cataloguing their work over the past four 
decades.

Their journey of restoration began with the 
purchase of a shuttered, fieldstone farmhouse in 
Peterborough and was followed up ten years lat
er with work on an 1841 timber frame house in 
Bath. Restoration of this timber frame structure 
convinced them that it was timber frames that 
interested them the most. In 1980 they moved 
to Centreville where they restored a large timber
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frame and moved a log house onto their property. Two build
ings that they deconstructed, moved to Prince Edward County, 
and reconstructed in 1997 and 2002 respectively were a large 
centre-chimney house near Cobourg, circa 1810, and the 1822 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church in Adolphustown.
In the house that had once been the Babylon School near 

South Bay Dianne found carved into the woodwork the initials 
of some of her relatives. During their time at the Centreville 
house they received a visit from a woman in her eighties who 
had lived in it as a little girl and who told them she and her sis
ters had buried dolls in the backyard. The porcelain doll heads 
were found.

The Prince Edward County home in which they currently 
reside (see photo on page 2) was built in 1817. A man named 
John DeMill was the first of only four owners. The floor plan 
remains the same as it was back then and red was the popular 
paint colour, one reason being it was the cheapest. The house 
is painted Venetian red and inside there is a vermilion red floor 
in one of the rooms and Prussian blue trim. When the siding 
of the house was removed during restoration two little shoes 
were found, left there for good luck when the house was built.
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Archive Angel of the Month
Katharine Mills has been a member of the Hastings 

County Historical Society for over 30 years and has 
volunteered as an Archive Angel since 2002. She is 
shown here with a photo display of the recent U.E.L. 
Monument Restoration. The monument is located in 
downtown Belleville. A teacher with the Sir James 
Whitney School for the Deaf for twenty years, 
Katharine’s current archive work involves the cata
loguing of Belleville and Hastings County newspa
pers and maps. The earliest Intelligencer is from the 
year 1834. She especially enjoys discovering local 
articles and stories about places and events of forty 
or more years ago that she witnessed or knew about 
when they occurred.

Doors Open at the 
Hastings Heritage 
Centre
Your Society and its members were active play

ers in the successful second Doors Open Belleville 
event in September.

As one of the five sponsoring groups, the Society 
supported the event financially and opened the Hast
ings Heritage Centre to 49 visitors. Although the ma
jority came from the Belleville area, we welcomed 
guests from Kingston, Toronto, Winnipeg, Shawni- 
gan Lake (B.C.), Georgia, and Florida. Several vis
ited the Centre specifically to take advantage of the 
extended hours and conduct research.

Fifteen Archive Angels and other Society members 
conducted tours of the facility. Highlights included a 
“haunted” picture of an early resident of Cannifton 
and a copy of a fascinating early painting of Bel
leville.

Society members also were active volunteers at 
many other Doors Open sites. For example, Lois 
Foster and Gerry Boyce conducted more than 200 
visitors through the basement of W&R Greenleys 
bookstore on Front Street to visit a home and shop 
dating from the 1830s.

A Winner
Marc Letoumeau of Kingston was the winner of the 

draw for a 2007 Society membership at our Doors 
Open event. Marc, his wife and young son made the 
Hastings Heritage Centre their first stop on Sunday 
morning. It was a logical choice. Marc is a graduate 
student at Queen’s University, studying for his PhD 
under the guidance of Prof. Brian Osborne (presi
dent of the Ontario Historical Society and a recent 
speaker at our Society). Moreover, Marc is on the 
executive of the Kingston Historical Society. Con
gratulations, Marc.

Railway trivia
The Sampson was the first steam locomotive in the 

Maritimes; 1839. It ran from Stellarton to Pictou Har
bour, Nova Scotia.

Trains crossed the St. Lawrence River without a 
bridge between Montreal and Longueuil, Quebec, 
across the frozen river from early January to early 
April 1880 to 1883.

Railway trivia continued on page 4.
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H ere ’s Your Ticket for 
Railway Month
Bruce Bedell is ready to punch your ticket.
Bruce is giving up his role as Belleville’s Town Crier 

for an evening to become a railway conductor during the 
Historical Society’s annual banquet and auction.

He’ll be waiting at the door to punch your ticket as you 
arrive. Then he will be roaming around during dinner, 
calling out station stops between courses.

If you don’t behave yourself, he may throw you off the 
train. He has The Authority.

It’s all part of the railway theme for the HCHS annual 
dinner, which takes place on Saturday, October 28. That’s 
just one day after the 150th anniversary of the Grand 
Trunk’s first passenger trains through Belleville. Okay, so 
the HCHS RR runs a little late.

Appropriately, this event will be held at the Banquet 
Centre which began its life as a recreational hall for CN 
railway employees.

Auction items will be related to railway and travel, as 
will a Boxcar Gerry skit which delivers laughs by the 
carload. Helping us boost our railway profits will be the 
county-famous auctioneer Boyd Sullivan, who has never 
seen an auction item he couldn’t derail into a funny story.

Tickets are available from ticketmaster Peter Wheatley 
(969-7750). Reserve them now.

But if you wait until October 28 to get aboard Railway 
Month, you’ll be sitting in the baggage car and have 
missed most of the fun. Every Saturday in October we’ve 
got something going on. Watch for a supplement in The 
Intelligencer to promote Railway Month and these fea

tures:
Saturday, October 7: A special display of railway infor

mation, photos and artifacts at the Quinte Mall.
Friday, October 13: Bar Car Night at the Belleville Club. 

Snacks, entertainment, movies, and a good time to be had 
by all, with proceeds to the Historical Society.

Saturday, October 14: A bus tour of historic railway 
sites in Hastings County, including stations in Stirling, 
Tweed, Bannockburn, Coe Hill, Maynooth and Bancroft. 
The all-day tour will include lunch. Tour organizer and 
conductor: Bill Hunt. Contact Vera Morton (966-4859) to 
reserve tickets.

Saturday, October 21: Walking tours of the Belleville 
station and railway yards area, led by Dave Perschick. 
The Belleville Model Railroad Club, on the station prem
ises, will hold an open house at the same time.

Saturday, October 28: Our annual banquet and auction. 
Once again Boyd Sullivan will be auctioneer. Appropri
ately, this event will be held at the Banquet Centre which 
began its life as a recreational hall for CN railway em
ployees.

We need volunteers to help with the fine details of or
ganizing the banquet and auction event. Please contact 
Society President Orland French (969-8354).
These events are being organized by a special commit

tee of railway enthusiasts who are not all members of 
the Historical Society: Brian West, Dave Perschick, Bill 
Hunt, Mike Power, Dan Atkinson, Richard Hughes, Jim 
Langille and Orland French.



HC 3218The Deseronto Post Office is still an impressive stone structure.

More railway trivia
The first railway tunnel in Canada opened for busi

ness in Ontario in 1854 on a section of the Ottawa- 
Brockville Railway. It went under the city from the 
north side to the waterfront.

The railway locomotive that arrived by steamboat 
power. Designated CPR #1, the Countess of Dufferin 
was the first locomotive in western Canada. She ar
rived in St. Boniface, Manitoba, in 1877, carried on a 
barge that had been pushed down the Red River by a 
steamboat.

Canada’s first major rail disaster. Carrying about one 
hundred passengers a Great Western Railway train 
was travelling from Toronto to Hamilton on March 
12, 1857. Nearing the bridge over the Desjardin Ca
nal (uniting the towns of Dundas and Burlington) the 
engine jumped the switch and followed by the whole 
train Tumbled into the ice water below; 59 persons lost 
their lives.

The first railway on Vancouver Island, the Esquimalt 
to Nanaimo Railway was opened by Sir John A. Mac
donald in August 1886.

The CPR viaduct at Lethbridge, Alberta that carries 
Canadian Pacific trains on the Crows Nest Pass route 
across the wide valley was built in 1909. One of Can
ada’s engineering wonders, it is over a mile long and 
over 300 feet high, making it the longest and highest 
bridge of its kind in the world.

Engine #774 Grand Trunk Railway
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Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK1K0 

Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 
October and November for the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society.
It is edited and produoed by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles o r information may oorrtact the editor at 
613-395-3022, or E-mail <Jewiszandbergen@ sympatioo.ca> 
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