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Sisters In Two Worlds  
Susanna Moodie & 
Catharine Parr Traill 

A Pictorial Journey 
 

The Hastings County Historical Society is pleased 
to present Michael Peterman and Hugh Brewster for 
an illustrated talk about their new visual biography 
on Susanna Moodie and her sister Catharine Parr 
Traill at its regular monthly meeting on March 18. 
Sisters In Two Worlds recreates the remarkable lives 
of these two pioneering writers. The book's absorb-
ing narrative is complemented by colour photo-
graphs of the places they knew and archival images, 
paintings, letters and family artifacts. Written by  
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Archive Angels Offer A Look Into Our Past 

Archives Relocation Committee 
Committee         by Mary Jane Throop 
 
   Our Committee will be meeting in mid-March to 
continue discussions on potential locations for our 
archives. 
   We are sometimes asked the question, "What are 
the necessary requirements for an archives?"  A se-
cure facility establishes a proper physical environ-
ment to better preserve archival records.  A facility 
should include: (1) a fire resistance system; (2) se-
curity from unauthorized access, vandalism and 
theft; (3) areas free from possible flooding or water 
damage, avoiding basement and attic storage; (4) 
no pests (insects, rodents, bats), mould and fungus; 
(5) consistent, controlled temperatures and relative 
humidity levels; (6) appropriate light levels.  Storage  
 

Cont’d. on page 2 

Decked out in their black Archives are Forever tee-shirts the Hastings County 
Historical Society Archive Angels are shown here with some of the historical 
treasures they talked about at the Society’s February meeting. Left to right in the 
front row are Lois Foster, Beth Green, Mary Jane Throop and Adele Dibben. 
Back row, Diane Sule, Katharine Mills, Gerry Boyce, Bill Kennedy and Luella 
Parkhurst.                                                                    Photo by Doug Knutson 
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Looking for BCI Yearbooks 

   James Hurst, manager of the Belleville Club, is try-
ing to collect copies of all the BCI yearbooks. He re-
quires books prior to 1931, and the years 42-43, 43-
44, 44-45, 45-46, 46-47, 52-53, 62-63, 64-65, 65-66, 
70-71, 77-78, 78-79, 87-88, 88-89, 89-90, 91-92. 
James is creating a BCI Room on the third floor of the 
Belleville Club. You can reach him at 962-1239 or 
399-2278. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   You’re welcome to drop in on Fridays (Pinnacle and 
Bridge), when a wonderful buffet lunch is available. 
The BCI collection is steadily growing. You should 
see the heavy lumber used to create the old football 
yardsticks! There is also a photo of young Bruce 
Cronk skating on an outdoor rink. What’s unusual is 
that the boards were made from a dismantled scaffold 
at the old Hastings County jail. Was there a team 
called The Hastings Hangmen? 
 

We’re Hard Workers!   
 

   In preparing a business plan for the Society, the ex-
ecutive calculated the number of hours of volunteer-
ism donated by members every year. The total is about 
4000, give or take a few minutes. That’s almost two 
complete years of 40-hour weeks. Assigned a labour 
rate of $16 per hour, it amounts to a value of $64,000 
a year. 
   This includes all the executive hours at meetings, 
Archive Angels at the Heritage Centre, Open Houses, 
Canada Day, Mall displays and all the extra hours in-
dividuals put in on their assumed tasks. We are busy 
little bees. That’s why Noah took a pair of bees onto 
the Ark. To operate the Ark hives. 
 

Celebrating Community Heritage 
At Belleville Public Library - 2nd Notice 
The theme for this regular library program for March 
11th is “Quinte Roots - Our Pioneers.” The HCHS 
will participate with a mounted display of historical 
photographs. It is planned to have pioneer games for 
children, craft activities, and First Nations music. For 
more information you can contact the library at 613-
968-6731. The website is www.bellevillelibrary.com. 

Archives Relocation Committee     (cont’d.) 

areas require darkness and low light levels, when 
lights are needed, while research areas require 
higher levels. (7)  a secure processing area with suf-
ficient space to arrange and box materials without 
creating cramped space, but separate from research-
ers; (8) a separate research area with good lighting 
and work space; and (9) office space for administra-
tive work.  Meeting room space, accessible wash-
rooms, and a lunch room should also be included in 
the plans.  Guidelines for the Ontario Accessibility 
Act must be met for any future archives location. 
   Weight bearing loads for flooring must also be con-
sidered, as archival material can be heavy, espe-
cially ledgers and bound newspapers.  This can 
range from 150 pounds per square foot for standard 
shelving to 300 pounds per square foot for high-
density compact shelving systems. 
   A facility should take advantage of all the available 
space while allowing for an annual growth of 5% per 
year. Ideally, our municipal archives should be be-
tween 5,000 and 7,000 square feet, which allows for 
a minimum 20-year growth. 
 

writers and a remarkable tapestry of life in early Canada. 
Join us for an informative and entertaining evening in the 
auditorium of the Quinte Living Centre. Meeting details 
are noted on page 4. 

Sisters In Two Worlds  (cont’d. from page 1) 

Canada`s foremost Moodie/Traill scholar, the biography is 
an informative new look at two of this country’s seminal  
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    Skating on Belleville Harbour, February 1940 

Back in 1940 the Belleville waterfront looked a little different than it does nowadays. But the industrial 
storage tanks couldn’t deter local citizens who came out in their hundreds to enjoy one of winter’s favour-
ite sports. We can tell by the skaters’ shadows that the photo was taken in mid afternoon.  The tanks are 
long gone but whenever there is clear ice the skaters return. 

Loyalist, traitor, spy, kidnapper, pioneer, founder, en-
trepreneur, industrialist, treasure hunter and even eater 
of naughty children! Who was Hans Waltimeyer, bet-
ter known as John W. Meyers, founder of Belleville?  
   Doug Knutson of WINDSWEPT PRODUCTIONS re- 

John Meyers, “Damned Rascal” cently presented a preview of the first half of his upcom-
ing film Damned Rascal at City Hall, narrated by Roy 
Bonisteel. It tells the story of Meyers’ early years in the 
American Revolution including his work as a spy for the 
British and his audacious raid on an American officer’s 
home in New York state. Here in this house that is now a 
museum you can still see the hatchet slash in the stairway 
banister reportedly caused when it was thrown by an at-
tacker at one of the officer’s daughters. Mothers would 
tell their children that if they didn’t behave Meyers would 
eat them! Needless to say Meyers is seen in a different 
light south of the border. 
   Doug hopes to have the second half of Meyers’ life 
completed this year. It will cover the adventures of this 
extraordinary individual during his Hastings County and 
Belleville years. The film combines visits to the historic 
sites with period re-enactments (see photo from film, 
left). It is an exciting story and perhaps HCHS will get 
Doug as a speaker for one of its meetings once the project 
is finished. You won’t want to miss it if we do!  
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NEXT MEETING  
 

Tuesday, March 18, 2008 
 

Speakers 
 

Michael Peterman  
& 

Hugh Brewster 
 

Topic 
 

Sisters In Two Worlds 
 

Susanna Moodie and Catharine Parr Traill 
 
 

Monthly meetings start at 7:30 and are held in 
the Auditorium of the Quinte Living  
Centre, 370 Front Street, Belleville 

~ 

Hastings County Historical Society Directors 
 
President                                                  Orland French 
Vice-President                                          Dick Hughes 
Treasurer                                                   Mike Shaw 
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Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office 
in Cannifton. Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, On-

tario K0K 2K0. Outlook is published in January, February, March, 
April, May, September, October and November for the friends and 

members of the Hastings County Historical Society. The editor, Bill 
Kennedy, can be reached at 613-962-5991, or email 

<kennedypec@aol.com> 
 

       THE DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL ISSUE IS MARCH 25, 2008 

The Defence Weeps! 
The following is taken from the Daily Intelligencer of 
1877: Local police have made 294 arrests, a hundred 
of these being in the months of August and Septem-
ber. Some examples of the miscreants were John 
McDonald, drunk, $2.00 or twenty days - Commit-
ted; Benjamin Lewis, drunk, $2.00 or thirty days – 
Committed; John Quinn, trespassing on Grand Trunk 
property, pleaded and wept and was pardoned. 
McDonald & Lewis, take note! 

Criticism? 
I love criticism just so long as it’s un-
qualified praise.  
Noel Coward - actor, playwright, composer 
 

Looking for a Ghost?     
Did you know that reportedly school yards, high 
schools and colleges have the most ghost activity? It 

is thought that spirits like to return 
to where they were happiest! In a 
talk entitled “Ghost Hunting” (not 
haunting) presented at Belleville 
Public Library’s Brown Bag 
Lunch series in February Lisa Van 
Meer and Kim Chard gave partici-
pants a close look at photographs 
of “spiritual orbs” they have taken 

within Hastings and Prince Edward Counties. You 
can do it yourself any time of day but the hours be-
tween dusk and dawn are considered to be the best. 
While many of their photographs were taken out-
doors at cemeteries using a flash, hunting for them 
indoors works too. A digital camera is preferable, six 
megapixel or higher, and usually dozens of shots are 
needed at a given location if you are going to have 
any success. The orbs are small,  often of a diapha-
nous nature, but may be solid white as well. Give it a 
try. You never know what might turn up!  The library 
has a good number of books on the subject. Haunted 
Cemeteries and Haunted Canada are just two of the 
titles on hand. There are ghost websites, too. History 
of a different sort. Happy hunting! 

HCHS Website: Have you tried the Soci-
ety website yet? www.hastingshistory.ca. It is in its 
infancy just now but we have big plans for it as time 
goes on. Outlook issues will be posted  and you can 
see some of our pictures in colour.  
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