
April 9th, 1934.
Mr. W. C. Mikei writes to the 

Ontario Intelligencer as fol
lows: “In view of the Centen
nial Celebration here in June 
it may be interesting to as
certain Which is the oldest 
building now standing in Belle
ville. The erection of the centre 
part of the court house was 
commenced in 1837 and com
pleted in 1838. Funds were pro
vided for the erection of a 
market building in 1836 and it 
is likely that the building now 
occupied as a police court 
building on the market square 
was the building erected pur
suant to that arrangement, 
which is at this time 97 years 
ago. This was used as the vil
lage hall, also for public enter
tainments and the lower part as 
a market. Later the upstairs 
was used as an armory for No. 
1 Company of the 49th Batta
lion.

The brick store house of 
Thomas Holland on the west 
side of Pinnacle Street is an
other old building. The land 
was acquired from the Crown 
on the 19th of December, 1818, 
by William Ross for the pur
pose of a Methodist Church, 
the first building erected upon 
the lot being of frame. Some 
years later the date of which 
is not ascertained, the frame 
building was removed and the 
present brick building erected 
in its place. It was sold by the 
Methodist congregation to the
Masonic fraternity for a 
Masonic Temple on the 9th of 
July, 1870, and sold by the 
Masonic fraternity to the Grand 
Junction Railway Company for 
a depot in 1873. This may be 
the oldest of the three build
ings mentioned. I would be 
glad to receive information 
that would indicate the oldest 
private dwelling in Belleville.”
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Police Follow Up Tips 
But All Prove Abortive
Ex-Mayor Suggests 
Belleville, Trenton 
Merge as One City

Belleville, Oct. 21 (CP). — 
Belleville City Council this 
week faced the prospect of a 
city of 200,000 persons which 
would incorporate Belleville, 
Trenton and the 10 miles of 
suburban Sydney Township be
tween them.

The proposal was se t before 
the council by W. C. Mikel, for
m er Belleville mayor, who sug
gested the city could be named 
“City of Quinte.”

Mr., Mikel said the present 
population of the area might be 
Increased from the present 40,- 
000 to 200,000. Canada’s grow th 
justifies the possibility of add
ing about 100 industries to the 
area lying along the north  shore 
of the bay of Quinte, he said.

The plan was referred to 
Belleville’s suburban planning 
board for consideration.

Cnnviftc tn Faro

Kitchener, Oct. 21 (Staff).—Co| 
tinued searching for Mrs. Em r 
Pohl occupied K itchener and Ga 
police today,* but yielded no tral 
of the missing woman. Followii 
all possible tips th a t might lead J 
Mrs. Pohl, W aterloo Township Ch 
Hilbert Schedewitz and Inspectod 
Detectives Ewin Cameron condif 
ed three separate hunts with 
any luck.

One search led them  to IV 
Point, a woody section over/ 
the Grand River about thry 
southeast of Kitchener. Ay 
mous call to police tha t / 
there would be worth why 
it, and the investigators cy 
area all afternoon. Eve 
tion of recently disturber 
checked in vain.

In  Kressm an’s bust
other search was r 
a deserted barn or 
was thoroughly, gc

L ater in the • 
witz and Camerr 
search a dump 
th a t city. Thr 
the section of 
Pohl once 1 
W i l l i a m  T’ -



SFKINUEK-KUKJNS K E SID E N U E
Located at 103 East Dundas

Our Architectural Heritage
By LENNY WILLIAMSON

While most mid-lBth century 
homeowners were ensconsed in 
their Tuscan towers or ginger
bread bedecked Gothic cottages, 
a few builders of more restrain
ed taste were developing a sev
ere, squarish vernacular house 
which soon became a Canadian 
classic.

One of the best of these is the 
Springer-Burns house at 103 Dun
das Street East. More elaborate 
than most surviving examples, 
its interior and exterior details 
are a legacy from the Greek 
taste, which lingered in a modi
fied form in Canada long after 
it was forgotten in the United 
States.

In the Springer-Burns house 
the Greek columns have been 
reduced to pilisters placed at 
regular intervals along the ex
terior walls. The Greek Revival 
arrangement of three openings 
in the wall — one of them a 
:door at the side — is restrained 
to effect the asymmetrical fac
ade considered the height of fa
shion in the 1850’s. The house’s 
cubical appearance and its iron- 
crested hip-roof is a heritage of 
the British school of architec
ture. This basic, often repeated 
house plan, is a neat blend of 
the two cultural influences — 
the British and the American — 
which conbined to influence 
every aspect of Canadian life 
from our nation’s beginning.

Although the Springer-Burns 
house is the only one of its type 
in the city with pilasters, many 
scaled-down versions of the 

isame house, lacking the pilas
ters, but retaining the side-hall 
plan, abound on William, Ann 
and Charles Streets in the vicin
ity of Bridge Street. Most of 
these houses were built later 
than the Springer-Bums house 
and have Tuscan details, such 
as brackets under the eaves.

A case in point is the red brick. 
Sir MacKenzie Bowell house at 
194 William Street. This is a dis
appointingly unpretentious house 

I for the homestead of a former 
Prime Minister, but by way of 
compensation we are informed

that the gardens used to be mag- 
nificient in Sir Mac’s day.

The Springer-Burns was built 
about 1855, on a subdivision of 
the Taylor farm, by George 
Henderson, a barrister, who 
later became County Crown At
torney Mr. Henderson is the for
gotten hero of another, larger 
building project. As Alderman 
and Chairman of the Market 
Building Committee, he chose 
the design and supervised the 
construction of Belleville’s City 
Hall. His house is better known 
to older Bellevilians by the 
name of its next owners, the 
Springers, who began Springer 
Lock Company, now Internation
al Hardware.

The most vexing problem fac
ing the present owners, Dr. and 
Mrs. H. W. Bums, has been the 
preservation of the wooden gaze
bo, one of the few surviving lo
cal examples of a favorite Vic
torian garden ornament. The 
pagoda-roofed, laticed gazebo, 
whose design was inspired by 
the Oriental pavilion, appealed 
to the Victorians’ love of the 
exotic.

It provided a shrub enclosed 
shelter where the children could 
play in the morning and the 
ladies of the household could 
take tea in the afternoon. Set 
among pear trees in the back 
garden, Mrs. Henderson’s gaze
bo is a perfect symbol of our 
grandmother’s gracious a n d 
tranquil way of life.



Our Architectural Heritage
By LENNY WILLIAMSON
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ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF CHISHOLM - 
McDOUGALL HOUSE — Located south of No. 2 
Highway, east of O.S.D. Lane.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lome McDougall, south of No. 
2 Highway just east of O.S.D. 
Lane comes from outside t h e  
main stream of North Ameri
can architectural tradition. A 
Scottish crofter’s cottage incon
gruously set down on a Canadi
an farm, it is the stuff of which 
legends are made and around it 
legends abound.

One story has turned the old 
place into a barracks. Another 
has General B r o c k  stopping 
there on his way from Kingston 
to York in 1812. There is no 
proof that General Brock was 
ever in the Quinte district, but 
the legend persists. Certainly a 
child born in 1812 was named 
Isaac Brock Ostrum, probably 
in memory of the General who 
was killed that year. Since an 
Ostrum held title to the lot on 
which the house stands, it was 
a simple matter to embellish 
the tale to the point of placing 
General Brock in the house.

The legend makers were not 
deterred by the fact that t h e  
Ostrums whose homestead i s 
several miles to the west, sold 
the property to Alexander Chis
holm in 1809, three years before 
the Battle of Queenston Heights.

Lieut. Alexander Chisholm 
was part of tire wave of emmi- 
gration that went out from Scot
land in the third quarter of the 

i 18th century. He settled in Al
bany in 1775, but within a few 
months revolution broke out and 
Chisolm went to Quebec to serve 
with the British Militia. After 
the war he became one of the 
first settlers in Sidney T o w n 
ship.

Most pioneers bartered to ob
tain any goods they could n o t  
produce themselves, but Chis
holm was able to clai mw a r 
compensation money. He could 
hire a mason to build a sub
stantial stone house at a t i m e 
when most of his neighbours 
were living in log cabins.

Did he find a Scottish mason 
who could reproduce a perfect 
copy of his boyhood home, or 
did he design the cottage from 
French-Canadian mason in the 
building? Either way is possible 
but all we can be sure of is that 
sometime around 1809, the long, 
narrow, stucco covered rubble- 
stone house with great fireplac
es at each end went up on Lot 
27 in Sidney.

Perhaps because glass w a s  
I still expensive in the Colony, 
1 Chisholm made the windows on 
the second floor smaller t h a n  
those on the first, with the win
dow that lit the stairway reduc
ed to almost a slit. The massive 
kitchen fireplace with its bake- 
oven remains, displaying th e  
skill of a master mason in its 
long cut-stone arch. The origin
al front door, clearly visible in 
old pictures, helps to date the 
house. It was the tall, narrow, 
straight-transomed “wilderness 
enough, Mr. McDougall says, to 
admit today’s furniture. T h e  
house has been altered over the 
years to conform to modern 
standards of comfort.

Alexander Chisholm came to

America looking for economic 
security and got involved in a 
revolution instead. By the time 
he arrived in Canada he had 
had his fill of new-fangled Yan
kee notions. He decided on a 
house in the timeless tradition 
of the moorland cottages of 
Scotland. It was an anachron
ism in British North America, 
but it remains a touching ex
ample of the determination of 
an expatriated Scot to recreate 
a bit of his homeland on t h e 
alien shores of the Bay of 
Quinte.



Wednesday, October 16, 1963

Historians 
Search for 
Early Buildings

j The Hastings County Histori- 
| cal Society sponsored a very 
j successful walking tour of the 
I lower Front Street and Pinnacle 
j Street area on Sunday. Guided 
| by Mr. Rodger Greig, the group 
started from the County 
Museum at 2 o’clock. The sites 
of the first Belleville hospital 
on Church Street and also the 
first grammar school in this 
district were visited before the 
tour turned west on Compbell 
Street. There the historic Safe 
residence and also the Corby 
Library building (once the old 
Merchants’ Bank) were of in
terest. Where now stands a 
parking lot at the corner of Pin
nacle Street and Campbell 
Street stood the Opera House 
over 80 vears ago.

An alleyway leading from 
Pinnacle Street to the rear of 
several buildings on Bridge and 
Front Streets revealed an inter
esting look at the rear sections 
of some very early buildings, 
one of which may date back to 
the original survey of Belleville

i

in 1816.
The city hall, the old police 

station (once the town hall and 
armouries) attracted attention 
on the Marfket Square. Contin
uing south on Pinnacle Street, 
the Smith Fuel Company office 
(once an early school on the 
Market Square) and the Holland 
Plumbing Concern (formerly 
the Pinnacle Street Church be
fore the erection of the Bridge j 
Street Methodist Church) were i 
viewed.
ORIGINAL SITE VISITED

Other early buildings on Pin
nacle Street and the site of the 
original town market were visit
ed.

Once on Front Street, several 
very interesting buildings were 
viewed — including the historic 
Mackenzie Feeds building, and 
other houses just south of the 
C.P.R.

At the corner of Dundas 
Street a n d  Front Street, 
the tour paused to examine 
the Wallbridge H o m e  — 
for so many years an historic 
landmark in the Belleville area. 
The site of the early fish market 
and of an early blacksmith shop 
(marked by a horseshoe in the 
sidewalk) were also noted.

Proceeding north on Front 
Street, the interesting styles of 
architecture were noted and 
the tour then proceeded up 
Campbell Street, pausing to ex
amine some early buildings lo
cated behind the Bank of Com
merce. The historic Court 
House of 1837-38 was seen at 
a distance-

The final stop was the old 
Moose hall, formerly the Con
gregational Church, on Vic
toria Avenue. This building 
is now in the process of being 
wrecked and tour members had 
the opportunity to examine 
construction methods of the 
1850’s, since the church dates 
from 1855,
ENJOY SLIDES

Returning to the County 
Museum, the tour members en
joyed light refreshments, view
ed several slides of the area 
visited, and had a chance to 
see a part of the museum’s col
lection of early pictures.

The tour was made possible 
by the co-operation of a num
ber of members of the Hast
ings County Historical Society, 
including tour director Rodger 
Greig, assisted by Tom Ran
som and Gerald Boyce. Re
freshments were arranged by 
museum curator Mrs. J. Sar- 

i geant, assisted by Miss Cheryl 
j Hall.
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Many Houses Identified 
In Society’s Walking Tour

The Historical Society are 
a hardy lot. On Sunday after
noon, with rain pelting down, 
they nevertheless had come 
prepared to walk, and walk 
most of them did. Nearly twen
ty people took part, early and 
late.

This Sunday’s tour was very 
much as announced: down 
Church St. in through Latti- 
mer and Turnbull, down South 
John St., along the railroad 
(Edmond St. ran there before 
the tracks were put in), up 
George St. to Dundas, up Wil
liam to Queen, and back to 
the Museum by way of the foot
path next to the Collegiate.

A number of houses were 
tentatively identified as being 
on the map of circa 1845. (A 
photostat of the map was car
ried about in the rain. It got 
limp, but held up remarkably 
well.) A stone house with odd
ly-placed windows and door in 
the second storey, on Turnbull 
St., and part of a small wood
en house near it, both seem 
to have existed in 1845. The 
big brick house is at least in 
about the location of N. G. 
Reynolds’ house of the 1845 
map, and surely some of the 

I trees survive of the evenue 
that led up to it.

South of Dundas St, the 
large cream - painted wooden 
house near the old Calvary 
Temple on South John St., 
marked ‘P. Ham Esq.’ on our 
map, shows a trace of Classic 
Revival in the mouldings be
low the eaves; so does a small 
wooden house across from it, 
and indeed the pair of little 
stone houses on Dundas St. 
and the tall red - painted brick 
one across from Deacon’s fac
tory; all these seem to have 
been built before our map was 
made. Close to the tracks, on 
the east side of John St., is 
a low-lying stone cottage which 
our 1845 map seems to asso
ciate with the name ‘Dr. Mar
shall’.
ESPECIALLY ATTRACTIVE

A long double tenement be
tween Jonn and George Sts., 
which now faces only weeds and 
railroad tracks, seemed especial
ly attractive to the party, for 
its gracious entrance doors, 
pleasing proportions, and simple 
but graceful ‘gingerbread’ tra
cery along the eaves. It is not 
on the map, but cannot be very 
much later.

Mrs. Wrightmeyer, reading in 
this newspaper that the tour 
would pass that way, had phon
ed to invite the walkers to see 
inside of her house, and they 
were very grateful to be allow
ed to stop and steam in front 
of her ancient kitchen fire
place. The part of the house on 
the highway is of the 1820’s 
(with later bay window, maybe 
of the 1880’s), but the kitchen 
wing must be the oldest build
ing in town: Mr. Wrightmeyer 
thinks 1805 or 1806. He tells us 
this room was officers’ head
quarters during the War of 
1812, and that troops were quar
tered in barracks of which the 
stone foundations still form 
the walls of the old Taylor bury
ing ground near the tracks.

Wrightmeyer’s house was in 
fact a Taylor house, belonging 
to an ancestor of Mrs. Sargent 
of the Museum staff, and sold 
by him to J. W. Meyers. (As if 
to prove her claim, Mrs. Sargent 
appeared for the tour armed 
with a marble gravestone mark
ed with the name of an early 
Taylor and taken some time ago 
from the burying ground that 
the group visited).

•build the attractive entrance 
porch. A similar house above 
Corby Park on the same side 
of William shows the results 
of unsympathetic handling, ac
cording to Rodger Greig, who 
guided the walking tour: an ex
tension was added (probably 
in the eighties) to its south 
'end, destroying the symmetry 
of the facade and two mis
matched and badly proportion
ed porches give a nondescript 
air to what is basically a digni
fied house.

The members of the walking 
tour admired the Robertson 
house of 1855 on the west side 
of William St. This is of stone, 
according to another old map, 
but one imagines that it must 
always have been stuccoed as 
it is today. Its owners have 
carefully preserved the Gothic 
features: the graceful ‘ginger
bread,’ the romantic little 
oriel window above the front 
door, and the elaborate and 
English-tooking porch. This is 
one of the few houses to retain 
its fence, that important fea
ture that used to give scale 
and dignity to nearly every 
Belleville house.
SQUARISH STYLES

The home of Sir Mackenzie 
Bowell, Prime Minister of Can
ada from 1894 to 1896, was not- | 
iced three doors north. He startl
ed as a printer’s apprentice on 
The Intelligencer, was later its 
editor. The house is of brick in 
the squarish style of the 1850’s.

Last week’s tour covered the 
same portion of Queen St. as 
this week’s but the walkers not
iced further details here and 
there as they returned towards 
the Museum: for one thing, the 
lintels over the windows of the 
house at Queen and John seem 
exactly to match those on the 
building occupied by Geen’s 
drugstore on Front St.: they 
are in a somewhat Gothic 
style (though the house itself 
has a Georgian or Loyalist air) 
and presumably date to the 
1850’s.

The house immediately north 
of the Collegiate on John St. or
iginally had more extensive ver
andahs: some of the members 
of the tour recalled them, in 
fact. These verandahs must 
have been built of latticework 
in the Gothic taste, and their 
style can probably be judged 
from some exceedingly attract
ive fragments that still surround 
the back entrance that can be 
seen from the Collegiate foot
path. (The Collegiate itself, by 
the way, built in 1927, shows 
features of the style known as 
‘American College Gothic’ which 
was widely used for schools at 
the time.)

Many houses that now seem 
bare or badly proportioned were 
originally ornamented with lacy 
woodwork in endless variety 
which complemented the archi
tecture and feasted the eye with 
ever-changing patterns of sun
light and shadow. It was an in
expensive way to create a splen
did effect and at the same time 
unite the house’s design with 
the delicate tracery of tree 
branches and foliage.

Back at the Museum, the mem
bers of the tour (soaked through 
by now) viewed some color 
slides showing Mrs. Faulkner’s 
ceilings and crystal chandeliers, 
photographed on last week’s 
tour, and then were glad to have 
coffee and cookies served by the 
Museum’s efficient staff.
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WHERE ARE WE ? — Letter mailed from Tangier indicates where - - - and
what some people think Canadians are —  part of the U.S.A.
.....   ..... . /-—i------------------------------------

The mid-fifties.— -  shm-tlv 
after the time of our map's*-! 
must have been a tremendous- j 
ly active period of building in 
Belleville. The Gothic taste; 
was fashionable, but the Classic 
Revival held on too, and in 
either case the houses were j
quite square and heavy in ap
pearance. The brick house at 
George and Dundas, recently 
painted white, shows a kind of 
pannelled effect formed by 
four brick pilasters running 
the whole height of the build
ing. This house may be com
pared with several other build
ings of the same general per
iod, where the brick fronts are 
•panelled, though the panels 
rare in the form of arches: 
ithere is the old Methodlist 
ichiurch on Pinnacle St. (now a 
iplumbing supply), the old City 
■Hall (now the police station), 
and the old fire station on 
'Front St. (where Follwell’s 
realty office is); all these the 
'walking tours have visited re
cently. A number of stores on 
(Front St. show rudimentary 
pilasters dividing the brick 
facade into several panels. 
WELL KEPT UP 

Several of these square and 
-substantial houses of the 1850’s 
appear on William St. One be
tween Dundas and Bridge on 
.the east side has a simple rec
tangular panel let into the 
centre. This bouse has been 
sympathetically kept up, and 
parts of the original verandah 
.seem so have been used to


