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Canada and The Great War 
Veterans and the Aftermath  

By Bill Kennedy 

Statistics are a part of every military operation. When 
the First World War ended Canadian soldiers had 
suffered 66,000 dead, 172,000 wounded, 9,000 shell-
shocked and 11,000 with no known graves. A fifth 
statistic, one we seldom think about, is the repatria-
tion of nearly a quarter-million Canadians who were 
fortunate to survive and come home. What happened 
to them?  

The first problem for the Canadian government was 
getting them back to Canada, said Historical Society 
guest speaker Major Bill March. Ships were in short 
supply. When they became available the logistics of 
tens of thousands of troops disembarking at Halifax 
and Quebec had to be worked out. In soldiers’ letters 
mailed home from England, waiting for transport to 
carry them back across the Atlantic was a common 
complaint.  

Canada had no experience with war pensions and 

their administration. Various Regimental Associa-
tions scattered across the country worked to help the 
returning men and eventually these became united 
under the largest one, The Great War Veterans Asso-
ciation, which we know today as the Canadian Le-
gion.   

Following the war, the upheaval associated with the 
transition from wartime to peacetime economy con-
tributed to a depression in many countries, including 
Canada. This lasted until roughly mid-1921. Jobs 
were hard to find. Strikes were not uncommon. Sol-
diers were seen by some as a burden on society, a 
heavy penalty to suffer after serving their country in 
the blood and mud of the trenches of Western Eu-
rope.  

The federal government began a program of assis-
tance. In 1914 revenue for veterans was pegged 
at .05%. By 1920 it was 20%. Prime Minister Robert 
Borden, best remembered for his leadership during 
the war, had promised to do everything he could to 
help. There would be free medical service for one 
hundred thousand men, which heralded the beginning 
of Canada’s social safety net. A clothing allowance 
and a service gratuity of up to $450 were inaugurated. 
Cheap life insurance and farm loans up to $7,500 be-
came available. Veterans got preference for jobs in 
the civil service.  

As part of the British Empire in 1914, Canada was 
automatically a participant when Great Britain de-
clared war on Germany in August 1914. By war’s 
end four years later, Canada had played a significant 
role in achieving victory, and it was Borden who 
fought for and won the right for Canada to be a sepa-
rate signatory to the treaty rather than simply an ad-
junct to the British army.  

One final, hypothetical statistic offered by Bill March 

needs to be added to those identified in the opening 

paragraph above. If the 66,000 men who died on the 

battlefield had lived and come home, married and had 

Speaker Bill March gave a thought-provoking insight into the 
lives of soldiers returning home from WWI.  
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two children each and those children had children 

and so on, it is estimated that today there would be 

well over four million more Canadians in the country 

than there are now. The depth of that loss will never 

be known.  

 

The Melancholy of  
Lost History 

By Eliza Deary,  
Central Hastings Historical Society 

I have always had a nostalgia for old, or abandoned 
places. I hold dear my earliest memories of exploring 
an abandoned cemetery or ruins of homes and 
churches that were, but are no longer. There is a 
magic in the forgotten; I always feel, if I could but 
look a little harder, I would see the people who lived 
and loved and laughed in these forgotten corners. I 
believe we can tie the past to the present and future 
with tightly woven threads of gold and silver, cement 
it together with what's writ in the old stones, should 
one care to look 

I awoke today to some sad news:  A house with a 
colorful history, a seat of social discourse in its glory, 
over a century ago was no more. This house had sat 
in the hamlet of Bannockburn abandoned for a dec-
ade, a haunting shell of whispered tales including 
some recent ones, tales of my own, when I worked 
for a month cleaning the old place up. 

I write of the Maitland House; the first hotel in Ban-
nockburn. The proprietor of this hotel was largely 
responsible for the naming of this hamlet so long 
ago. It was over a legal dispute with the miller, Mr. 

Mumby, an Englishman, for whom the hamlet, then 
called Mumby's Mills, was named. James Maitland, a 
Scotsman, owned a neighboring property which was 
negatively affected by the dams and ponds of the 
grist mill. Their battle was the gossip of the day and, 
as the court case was resolved, our hotel keep, the 
owner of a fine bar within his domain, said it remind-
ed him of the Battle of Bannockburn in Scotland, 
where the Scots thoroughly thumped the English, to 
regain their independence. It is rumored that this 
wasn't just after the resolution of the property dis-
putes in court, but was after a mighty brawl within 
the hotel bar itself. The post stop was re-designated 
Bannockburn, and that is the name that adorns road 
signs today. 

James Maitland was more than merely a hotel keep. 
He had influence on the people of the day. His hotel 
was one of the last stops in the civilized and cultivat-
ed areas before hapless settlers were moved further 
north on the Hastings Settlement Road. Now known 
as the Old Hastings Road, it was along this trail that 
many of the hamlets that were, are remembered only 
in old papers and the remaining lonely graves in the 
cemeteries. These places could not thrive for long as 
not much of the land between there and Bancroft is 
arable. The hamlets that remain have lost what indus-
try there was, and continue to shrink, year by year. 
Not that my romantic heart doesn't see some hope in 
a few small revivals; indeed, last year alone in Ban-
nockburn, the houses that changed hands went to 
young families. 

Mr. Maitland was active in the politics of this area. A 
vocal supporter and member of the Liberal Party of 
North Hastings (before this area was better known as 
Central Hastings), and dear friends with Thomas 
Cross, the first Reeve of Madoc and riding president 
of the same party when the town and township parted 
ways 140 years ago. Their input shaped how workers 
were treated in the rough industries, such as mining 
which was prevalent in this area, championing work-
ers’ rights. After all, being surrounded by so many 
active mines, Mr. Maitland would have had the tales 
of the miners in his ears of an evening, and being es-
teemed, what he had to share with those who had the 
ears of some power was listened to. Both these wor-
thy men, and a number of other involved citizens, 
were proponents of bringing secondary education to 
Madoc as, until 1888, students who would qualify for 
a high school education had to travel to Campbell-
ford, Napanee, or Belleville, if not further afield.  

I believe the social fabric of bygone eras can be 
somewhat mended. In its day, the Maitland House 

In this 1912 photo, Maitland House is on the left, behind its 
carriage house, on the Hastings Road, now Highway 62 at 
the hamlet of Bannockburn. 
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was home to music. It continued even after the Mait-
lands were here no more, when the house was lived 
in by a piano teacher. At one time there were barn 
dances in the "new" addition to the carriage house, 
added sometime in the early 1920s. In the home, be-
fore it burned, upon the original hardwood floors, 
one could see the telltale divots of where the bar pi-
ano stood for decades. More than once my vivid im-
agination would allow me to see the rough men and 
the working women in the bar, having a bawdy time, 
the bemused travelers enjoying the simple, but filling 
fare the kitchens offered. 

To me, buildings are people. Buildings are very 
much alive. They have lives and stories, memories 
and musings. Today I mourn a friend, a landmark, 
and another thread unraveled. 

 

 

Belleville WWI Nurses 
November 2018 marked the 100th anniversary of the 
end of World War I. During that conflict more than 
3,000 Canadian nurses served with the Canadian Ar-
my Medical Corps, of which over 2,500 crossed the 
dangerous, U-boat-patrolled Atlantic to take up their 
duties at stationary hospitals and casualty clearing 
stations in England and France. All of them were vol-
unteers and mostly unmarried. Their average age was 
twenty-four. Fifty-three of them would die by enemy 
fire, disease or drowning. The following article and a 
second one to appear in the February issue of Out-
look are based on research carried out by Dr. Don 
Brearley of Belleville. They provide brief glimpses 
into the background and service of a selection of 
World War I nurses, all of whom shared the common 
connection of Belleville. The stories for all forty of 
these nurses as compiled by Dr. Brearley can be 
found through the Community Archives of Belleville 
and Hastings County at www.cabhc.ca/author/dtbrearley/. 

Lylia Miller Drummond was born in Keene, Ontar-
io in a farmhouse in 1886 to James Drummond and 
Christiana McDougall. At the time of her enlistment 
with the CAMC in London, England at age thirty, she 
stood five feet two inches tall and weighed 108 
pounds. She served in military hospitals in Ramsgate, 
London, Brighton and Eastbourne. She returned to 
Canada in 1919 where she continued her nursing ca-
reer in Belleville and later in Rochester, Minnesota. 
In 1942 she married Robert Plunkett, a widowed 
farmer. Lylia died in 1961 at the age of seventy-five. 

Agnes Foley Dick was born in Lochgelly, Scotland 
in 1891. Her mother, Elizabeth Dick, had married 
George Oliver in 1883 but was abandoned by him 
shortly thereafter. When Agnes was born eight years 
later, Elizabeth affirmed that Oliver was not the fa-
ther. Agnes immigrated to Canada in 1911 and was a 
graduate of the nursing school in Belleville in 1917. 
She enlisted with the CAMC in January 1918 and 
served at the Davisville Orthopaedic Military Hospi-
tal and the Spadina Military and Base Hospital in To-
ronto. She herself was hospitalized a half dozen times 
for influenza and anemia and was given a military 
discharge in August 1919. She continued to work as a 
nurse in Toronto. Her final resting place is unknown. 

Mary Olevia Wilson, the daughter of Francis Wilson 
and Elizabeth Blakely, was born in Hastings County 
in 1892. She graduated from Kingston General Hos-
pital Nursing School in May 1916. Following gradua-
tion she quickly became Head Operating Room 
Nurse, a position from which she resigned six months 
later to join the CAMC where her first posting was to 
the Ongwanada Military Hospital, Kingston. In 
March 1917 Wilson went overseas where she worked 
in various hospitals in England, and then in the No. 7 
Canadian General Hospital at Étaples, France until 
war’s end. Like many others she was hospitalized for 
a time with influenza. On her return to Canada aboard 
the S.S. Megantic in August 1919, she worked in her 
profession in Vancouver and San Francisco, returning 
to Kingston General Hospital in 1924 where she 
served as Acting Director of Nursing and was assis-
tant to the Superintendent of the hospital until her 
retirement in 1961. She was remembered by staff, 
students and patients with respect and affection. She 
died in 1981 just one month shy of her 90th birthday 
and is interred at Belleville cemetery.  

Ann Maria Williams was sent to the Western Front 
in 1916 to serve at a British Army base hospital in 
France. Her individual contribution was such that she 
was mentioned in dispatches for “gallant service” by 
British Field Commander Sir Douglas Haig. In 1919 
she was awarded the O.B.E. 

Williams was born in Manchester, England in 1888 
and immigrated to Canada in 1920. She worked at 
hospitals in New Brunswick and Ontario and in 1923 
married CAMC veteran Arthur Rawson. They first 
settled in St. Catharines, Ontario, then moved to Sin-
clair Street in Belleville around 1929 where they 
raised their family and where Williams became the 
first woman charter member of the Army, Navy and 
Air Force Veterans Association. She died in Decem-
ber 1967 at Belleville General Hospital.  
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Emily Alexander Stewart was born in Belleville in 1886 to David Stewart, a Belleville lawyer, and Hannah 
Lister whose father was Belleville doctor James Lister. Emily Stewart immigrated to New York City in 1909 
where she graduated from the Manhattan School of Nursing around 1912. Enlisting in the CAMC in May 
1916, she served in England and France during which time she was hospitalized with influenza, appendicitis 
and bronchitis. She returned to Canada in May 1919 and was decorated for her war effort with the British War 
and Victory medals. Stewart returned to nursing in New York and after the death of her husband Frederick 
Wilson, she married Reverend Louis Buckley and lived in Kitchener. With his demise, she returned to her na-
tive city of Belleville where she died in December 1971 at age eighty-five.  

 

The Picturesque Village of 
Lonsdale on the  

Salmon River 
By Jim Kennelly 

The history of Lonsdale is based on the geology of 
the local area. It is situated within the Napanee alvar, 
an environmental feature with great flat sheets of 
limestone very close to or at the surface and with 
sparse vegetation. The Salmon River followed what 
is known as the Salmon River Fault. Over countless 
years, the river followed this fault, made its way 
down through the limestone alvar and carved out the 
beautiful river valley that is home to Lonsdale.   

The entrepreneurial Lazier brothers, James and John, 
took advantage of that reality and harnessed the ener-
gy from the river to create mills that met the needs of 
the local pioneering community. The narrowness of 
the valley at Lonsdale ensured a saw mill and a grist 
mill, and later a woollen mill would find a hospitable 

terrain. 

Although accounts have stated that the mills began in 
the 1830s or 1840s, it is hard to get a handle on the 
initial start-up. In the 1851 census, John Lazier was a 
corder (rope maker) and worked at the sawmill. Six 
hands were also noted as working at this mill. Writ-
ten beside James Lazier’s name, the census indicated 
that a grist mill was in the course of being built. 

Certainly, the mill took care of the needs of the early 
community for lumber and ground grain. When the 
woollen mill began operation is not clear. However, 
milling interests dominated the community for sever-
al decades. In an interview with Agnes McAuliffe 
McGuinness, the wife of the last grist mill operator, 
she indicated that the woollen mill had a work force 
of sixty hands. This would account for the growth of 
the village and general prosperity in the surrounding 
area.    

The one-room school got off to a rocky start. It was 
originally to the west of the present schoolhouse. In 

Nurses ready to go overseas    CABHC HC07677 
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the original records, it was called SS #16, but seems 
to have folded at one time before being reconstituted 
as SS #29. In 1850, the school was described as a 
poor small uncomfortable log schoolhouse with no 
schooling occurring at that time. The school appears 
to have become Section #29 some time around 1854.   

Imagine the demands a small village placed on the 
schoolmaster, especially in the wintertime. By 1863, 
the school had 116 pupils on its roll; long-time resi-
dent Mrs. McGuinness recalled as many as 80 pupils 
on the roll. I am told Roy Stafford  attended the 
school when over 100 were on the roll. 

The three R’s were clearly important to the communi-
ty because the early residents soon built a fine stone 

edifice that stands 145 years later. Reading allowed 
the early development of skills needed to fulfil the 
tasks of the community such as those carried out by 
carriage makers, grocers, hotel keepers, millwrights, 
parsons, teachers, doctors and blacksmiths. It also 
allowed one to read, comprehend and follow the wis-
dom of the Bible, an important matter to our early 
communities. This early education was a key factor 
in people’s lives enabling both the community and 
the surrounding farms to succeed. 

One schoolmaster, in particular, took a great interest 
in sports, so it is no surprise that the village had a 
football team that met and played on the lower and 
flatter part of the back field of the McCauley farm 
just outside the village, in the field where I now re-
side. Lonsdale even had a talented baseball team well 
before the start-up of the South Hastings League. 

The religious needs of the community were taken 
care of by the devotion and commitment of the hardy 
pioneers. The Episcopalian Methodists raised a 
church on the south side of the village in 1861. The 
Wesleyan Methodists followed in 1868 with the little 
church on the hill. With the union of the Methodists 
in 1885, only one church was needed, so the church 
on the hill became a Presbyterian church. That 
churchyard was the final resting place of many of the 
early and prominent Lonsdale residents. The Angli-
can community was able to worship in St. Jude’s, 
which was just down the road on the hill on the 
northwest side of Kingsford. The Catholic communi-
ty already had a parish church in Marysville in 1837.  

The picturesque village of Lonsdale and the mill on the Salmon River around which it was established were recognized. 

From left: Society President Richard Hughes, MP Mike Bossio, Ed Lazier, descendant of Lonsdale mill founder, Society Di-

rector Jim Kennelly, Tyendinaga Reeve Rick Phillips and local historian Jim Farrell.  

Mills and bridges over the Salmon river in the village of 
Lonsdale, Ontario.                                         CABHC HC05386  
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Historical Society Announces  
Annual Bus Tour Details 

By Mary-Lynne Morgan  

Adventures in Loyalist Country 

As a follow-up and completion of our look at Lennox 
and Addington, we will be concentrating on the 
southern portion of LA County—the town of 
Napanee and the area to the south where the Loyal-
ists landed in 1784. 

Come away on Saturday, May 25 or Saturday, 
June 8 for a day of fun and exploration in a luxury 
Franklin touring coach, and hear all about pioneer 
life in Loyalist Country as only Orland French can 
describe it.   

In the morning we will take the Glenora Ferry to the 
mainland to visit Old Hay Bay Church and then head 
up to Napanee to visit the fine Lennox and Adding-
ton Museum and Archives facility. En route to our 
lunch stop, we will take a guided tour of significant 
locations in Napanee, many of which relate to Sir 
John A. Macdonald’s days in that community.   

After lunch we will enjoy a tour of Allan MacPher-
son House before heading out of town and south to 
the villages of Bath and Adolphustown—prime Loy-

alist Country. With so much to see in Bath, we will 
have an onboard guide to point out significant histor-
ic sites. We will stop at the Loyalist Resource Centre 
in Adolphustown before heading back to Belleville. 

Your $70. ticket includes a comfortable touring coach 
ride, lots of fun, loads of new information and a deli-
cious lunch. Book early as these tours always sell out 
fast!  

For more information go to www.hastingshistory.ca, 
or to place your reservation, call Mary-Lynne Mor-
gan, 613-961-7091. 
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Holiday  

Celebration of  

Volunteers 

Photo by  

Donna Fano and  
Jonathan Chircop 

Public Presentations 
Planned for Early 2019 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha 

100 College Street West, Belleville 

Third Tuesday of the month 

January 15, 2019: The History of Tombstones by 
Gary Foster, town by town, concession by conces-
sion, the story of our past, and the economic, social, 
cultural, medical and trade aspects.  

February 19, 2019: Lest We Forget: The Price of 
Freedom, a film with Laura Forth and James Smith 
on how the village of Deloro saved the world from 
Hitler. 

March 19, 2019: The Story of Algonquin Park by 
Bill Kennedy, the colourful and intriguing story of 
the development of Canada’s most beautiful park, the 
early days and the people who made it. 

April 16, 2019: Canada’s Prime Ministers and What 

They Were Really Like with author J.D.M. Stewart. 

He peels back the curtain on their lives and activities.  
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Member Designation 

HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
Officers 

President         Richard Hughes 

Vice-President       Stanley Jones 

Treasurer            Dan Atkinson 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 
Lorie Brown           Bill Kennedy              

Jonathan Chircop                          Jim Kennelly 

Ian Stock                     Trevor Parsons 

     

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)        Orland French  (Past-President ) 

Amanda Hill (Archivist) 
 

Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Orland French (Resource Guide)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Admin)   

Education              Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits/Events Co-ordinator     

Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 
Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs             Jim Kennelly 

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Sale of Publications  John Lowry 

Social Media   Jonathan Chircop 

Website  Heidi Rooke 
Website address:   www.hastingshistory.ca 

Community Archives                         613-967-3304 

Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

Date: Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

Bring a friend. 
 

Topic: History of the Tombstones 
 

 Speaker: Mr. Gary Foster, President of  
Campbell Monument Ltd.  

 
An amazing story of how the graveyards of the 
Quinte Region tell us  about our own past. 
Tombstones tell stories of the economic ebbs 
and flows in this region and our changing soci-
ocultural values.  Cemeteries reflect our  medi-
cal history, and parallel trends in  trade and 
immigration. 
 
 

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both 
legal and moral rights to the material, and grants permis-
sion to the Hastings County Historical Society to use this 
material in print and/or electronically. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are those of 
the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Hastings County Historical Society, its Board or its mem-
bers. 

It’s Membership Renewal Time 
  

Our Hastings County Historical Society member-
ship year runs from January to December. It’s not 
too early to renew your membership for 2019, if 
you haven’t already done so. 

If you receive a paper copy of the Outlook, check 
your mailing label, and if it says “2018,” we have 
not yet received your renewal, and you will find a 
membership form enclosed in your Outlook for your 
convenience.  

If your mailing label says “2019,” thank you for 
renewing early. You’re good for the coming year. If 
your label says “Life,” there’s no need to do any-
thing except to continue to enjoy all the benefits of 
your HCHS membership. 

If you receive the online edition of the Outlook, you 
will be getting a membership reminder by email.  

And if you are looking for a gift for that hard-to-

buy-for person on your shopping list this holiday 

season, why not give them a gift membership in the 

Hastings County Historical Society? 

http://www.hastingshistory.ca/
tel:613-967-3304

