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Gerald E. (Gerry) Boyce 
July 8, 1933 – October 5, 2022 

 

Known as a renowned local historian and preserver of Hastings County 

history, Gerry Boyce died on October 5, 2022. He had dedicated his life to the 

exploration of Hastings County history which he captured in his many books and 

presentations. For this he was known informally in the community as ―Mr. 

History‖. 

 

Born in Hamilton, Ontario on July 8, 1933, he graduated from McMaster 

University with a B.A. In history in 1955. He pursued his M.A. in history and 

education at the University of Manitoba and graduated in 1960. 

 

Thousands of school students came to admire his teaching prowess. Gerry 

taught for 32 years in every public secondary school in Belleville and was 

awarded Hastings County's ―Educator of the the Year‖ Award. In 1989, he retired 

from teaching to concentrate on research and writing. His many publications 

include Historic Hastings, Hutton of Hastings, The St. Andrew's Chronicles and 

Belleville, A Popular History. 

 

Gerry was a founding member of the Hastings County Historical Society 

in 1957 and was president at least three times around. He was closely associated 

with the Society and its collections, and after a long stint on the executive he 

served as the official historical adviser to the Society. He was instrumental in 

establishing the Hastings County Museum, Glanmore National Historic Site and 

the Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County. The Gerry Boyce 

Reading Room at the Community Archives stands as a legacy of his 

accomplishments. He was also a member of Belleville's City Council from 1991 

to 1997. 

 
– These notes were drawn from Gerry's funeral program. 
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Foreword 

 

Tribute to A Great Historian 

 
By Peter C. Newman 

 

Living in historic Hastings County, which both Gerry Boyce and I are 

privileged to call home, is a mixture of joy and with a touch of stage fright, 

because nearly everyone here seems to be their own historian, and they know the 

secrets of the deep. If this resoundingly gorgeous County has an unofficial 

historian, however, it is my friend, Gerry Boyce. Way back in 1967 he wrote his 

first version of Historic Hastings. 

 

That was a best seller. The reason is quite simple: he is a wonderful 

storyteller and he has a fabulous story to tell. Hastings describes itself as a 

―community‖ which is exactly right – a community that has kept up with the 

times, and remains a warmly welcoming place. One reason is that despite its 

recent growth, Hastings has retained a way of living that celebrates life on a 

human scale and that must be the reason why, when I first came here, it occurred 

to me that this magic community ought to change its name to Happy Hastings. 

Because that‘s what is for those of us fortunate enough to live here – and how 

lucky are we that we had Gerry Boyce to chronicle that magic for us. 

 

 

Gerald E. Boyce 1933-2022 
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Introduction to Historic Hastings: Volume Two 
 

By Gerry Boyce 

  

A half-century has passed since the County of Hastings published Historic 

Hastings as the county‘s official Centennial Project to help celebrate Canada‘s 

100
th 

birthday in 1967. I was honoured to have headed a team of volunteers who 

provided material to make a book that was to become one of the most successful 

local histories published at the time. Eight thousand copies were printed. The fact 

that they were sold out within a few years and those schools used the volume 

extensively were signs of the book‘s popularity. In fact, there is still a demand for 

copies. 

 

As a result, Rick Roberts of Global Genealogy Company Inc. decided to 

reprint Historic Hastings. However, there have been so many interesting and 

exciting developments in the county over the last half-century that it seemed 

worthwhile to update the printed story. Rather than simply adding 150 pages to 

the original 400-page book, thereby increasing the price of the book, it seemed 

preferable to develop a two-volume set. The first volume would be a reprint of the 

original 400-page book. There would also be a new introduction to explain and 

correct some of the material in the 1967 edition, as well as an expanded index 

prepared by Larry McQuoid and other members of the Quinte Branch of the 

Ontario Genealogical Society. This first volume was completed and printed in 

2013. The second volume deals with events in the county relating to general 

topics (such as county government and economic development) since the mid-

1960s and includes important additional material on the earlier years. Chapters on 

the cities of Belleville and Quinte West, as well as the Tyendinaga Mohawk 

Territory round out the history of the county.   

 

Hastings County Council, staff and individuals in all its lower tier councils 

as well as the cities of Quinte West and Belleville and the Tyendinaga Mohawk 

Territory have helped by providing information. Many other people in the 

Hastings Heritage Centre in Cannifton (which temporarily housed the Community 

Archives of Belleville and Hastings County, the Hastings County Historical 

Society, libraries and the media, as well as county citizens, have helped in various 

ways. Their assistance will be acknowledged in an appendix. However, special 

recognition must go to four individuals without whom this book would not have 

been completed. They are (alphabetically) Bev Boyce, Bruce Retallick, Rick 

Roberts and Gill Sparrow. 

 

Bev Boyce, my wife, lover and friend since 1957, has been a constant 

support in every project that I have undertaken on behalf of the Hastings County 
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Historical Society and local history. She has done more to aid in my writing 

projects than any wife could reasonably be expected to do. Bruce Retallick has 

been my student, teaching associate, friend and editorial assistant for many years. 

Rick Roberts of Global Genealogy has been a major support at a time when the 

publishing industry has faced troubling days. The late Gill Sparrow, a long-time 

assistant to Jim Pine, the Hastings County CAO, brought a wealth of knowledge 

about the county and writing procedures to the project. Gill, Bruce and Bev have 

been of special assistance in keeping my mind on the task and urging me to finish 

the project sooner rather than later. 

 

Unfortunately, Gill died before the manuscript was finished. She had a 

nice way of nagging. I remember once when she did it through a poem: 

 

There once was an author fellow 

Who was so incredibly mellow 

When writing his book 

So much time it took 

That the opening pages turned yellow... 

 

 

A Word of Explanation 
 

Historic Hastings, Volume Two is a continuation of Gerry Boyce's popular 

county history, Historic Hastings, published in 1967, Centennial Year. Gerry 

finished Volume 2 version in 2016 and, because of failing health, turned the 

project over to Orland French to complete. Mr. French is an author and writer and 

long-time president and past-president of the Hastings County Historical Society. 

The work was extended to include events up to and including 2022. With new 

technologies and people's changes in tastes and reading interests, it was decided to 

publish Volume Two as an on-line resource. There is no traditional printed copy. 
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1. Boundary Changes: 

. . .The Impact of Amalgamation, 1966-2018 . . . 
 

Perhaps the most obvious change of the last half-century has been the 

complete political reorganization of the county. Pressured in the mid- 1990s by 

the provincial government to amalgamate small municipalities, the political 

map was redrawn. The two most populated townships – Thurlow and Sidney – 

are no longer part of county government. Thurlow Township amalgamated 

with the City of Belleville and became Ward Two of the expanded city. Sidney 

Township, along with the Village of Frankford, joined Trenton to form the City 

of Quinte West. Also incorporated into the new city of Quinte West was the 

Township of Murray, formerly part of Northumberland County. 

The inclusion of Murray Township in the City of Quinte West did more 

than add people. It added land. Hastings County grew to 5,964 square 

kilometres. The southeast corner of the original Murray Township had been 

part of the City of Trenton for many years. 

More recently, Belleville reached agreements with Quinte West 

allowing Belleville to annex sections of south-eastern Sidney Ward, as far west 

as the Wallbridge-Loyalist Road. An agreement reached between Belleville and 

Quinte West in September 1999, allowed Belleville‘s annexation of almost ten 

square kilometres of prime commercial and residential land, in return for a 

cash payment and agreement that no further discussions of an area-wide 

amalgamation with Quinte West would happen for the next fourteen years.   

For a time an easement along the east boundary of Quinte West blocked 

further Belleville‘s development of this newly acquired land. However, the 

removal of the easement permitted the western extension of Bell Boulevard to 

Wallbridge-Loyalist Road. Commercial development followed. 

The fact that there is a ―City of Quinte West‖ is a reminder that there 

were discussions in the mid-1990s to create a larger City of Quinte, which 

might have incorporated the municipalities of Quinte West with Belleville, 

Thurlow Township, Tyendinaga Township, and Deseronto. Historian and 

former Belleville mayor W.C. Mikel in his 1943 City of Belleville History 

(Picton: Gazette, 1943) had proposed such an enlarged city. To this point, 

Mikel‘s dream has not been realized, largely because of Trenton‘s fear of being 

overshadowed in such a new city by Belleville‘s larger population.   

Elsewhere in the county, there were other significant amalgamations. 

The northern tier of townships consisting of Bangor, Wicklow and McClure 

combined with Herschel and Monteagle to create Hastings Highlands. Carlow 

and Mayo townships combined to form Carlow/Mayo. Dungannon united with 

Bancroft to form an enlarged Town of Bancroft. Madoc Village and 

Huntingdon Township became Centre Hastings. Tweed, Hungerford Township, 
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and Elzevir and Grimsthorpe Township became an enlarged Municipality of 

Tweed. Stirling Village and Rawdon Township became Stirling-Rawdon. 

Marmora Village, Marmora and Lake Township, and Deloro (the Ontario 

municipality with the smallest population) came together in the Municipality 

of Marmora and Lake. 

In short, the 27 municipalities making up Hastings County in 1967 had 

been cut in half. The only municipalities whose boundaries remained 

unchanged were the Town of Deseronto, Faraday Township, Limerick 

Township, Madoc Township, Tudor and Cashel Township, Tyendinaga 

Township, and Wollaston Township. Although no discussions for further 

boundary changes are underway, such negotiations are always possible in 

future. 
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2. A Shrinking County Council 

. . . Sometimes smaller can be better . . . 
 

The changing political map has meant significant changes in the 

composition of county council. In 2018, there are only 14 council members, 

compared to 33 in 1967. Each municipality now has a single representative. 

There are no deputy reeves on county council as there were in 1967. The 

decision to remove deputy reeves was made in 1993, when it appeared that 

increased population for some municipalities could result in the council of 35 

members expanding to 36 or even 37 members. 

County Council has 14 members who can cast 29 votes on many 

occasions. Each member has one vote in committee matters and in electing the 

warden, but there is a weighted voting system with respect to all other council 

business. Some of the representatives of more populous townships can have as 

many as four votes.   

Mayors have taken the place of some reeves. In 1967 there was only 

one member designated as a mayor (representing the Town of Deseronto), now 

there are also mayors in Bancroft, Centre Hastings, Hastings Highlands, 

Stirling-Rawdon and Tweed. Increased populations following amalgamations 

and a change in the Ontario Municipal Act made the introduction of the term 

‗mayor‘ (instead of the traditional term ‗reeve‘) possible. Some municipalities 

with equally large populations chose to retain the traditional term ‗reeve‘. 

For many years County Council shared facilities with the Provincial 

Court. One day Historical Society executives Richard Hughes and Orland 

French were sitting in a waiting area to go to a committee meeting adjacent to 

the court. A court official stepped out and in a very authoritarian and 

stentorious voice announced that no guns were allowed in the courtroom, and 

that if anyone was carrying a gun he should take it back to his car. Hughes and 

French, who of course had come unarmed, were taken aback by this command. 

But the official said something to the effect that ―it happens all the time‖. 

This untenable mixed use of the County Building ceased when the lease 

ended in 2014 and the courts moved into a new facility at 15 Bridge Street 

West. At its March 2006 session, county council decided that, rather than erect 

a new county building to meet the needs of an expanding staff (the cost would 

be prohibitive), it would renovate the current building. 

Although a location further north for county offices, perhaps in Madoc, 

would be more central, the seat of the county continues to remain on land set 

aside for that purpose in 1816, more than two centuries ago. In the interim, the 

most populous former county municipalities, Sidney and Thurlow townships, 

have been folded into Quinte West and Belleville respectively. 

County council may meet only once each month but the members 

spend additional time in committees. The warden is expected to attend all 
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standing committee meetings and other functions on behalf of council.Terry 

Clemens, reeve of Marmora and Lake and county warden for 2012, outlined a 

lengthy list of key priorities for the coming year in his inaugural speech in 

December 2011.  Warden Clemens was not the first to comment on the busy 

schedule. Speaking at the April 2006 council meeting, after his first hundred 

days on the job, Warden Clarence Zieman of Deseronto informed members that 

he had attended to county business on 64 of those days. His activities 

necessitated 6,000 kilometres of driving – an average of 60 kilometres per day. 

After all, Hastings is a very large county, almost 6,000 square kilometres in 

size. It is the second largest county in Ontario, after Renfrew. Long and narrow, 

it stretches 160 kilometres from Belleville on the Bay of Quinte to its northern 

boundary. Its north-south centre point is the community of McDonalds, well 

north of Madoc. 

Certainly the mayors of Belleville and Quinte West are equally busy, if 

not more so. Former Belleville Mayor Mary-Anne Sills, who died in 2022,  

said there were very few days in the year when she did not have some city 

business requiring attention. A successor, Neil Ellis (2006-2014) said he had 

only had a single week of holidays over his complete first term in office. In 

Quinte West, former Mayor John Williams noted that his private work 

commitments made it difficult to handle the role of mayor on a part-time basis. 

He relied on his excellent staff to help make it possible. 

County wardens continued to have close ties after their one or two-year 

terms end. For many years they gathered annually to socialize, keep in touch 

with each other, and discuss their current activities. For some years former 

Belleville Mayor George Zegouras and Honorary County Warden Carl 

Bateman – he was made an honorary warden because of his quarter century of 

service to the county – co-hosted this annual gathering of Quinte‘s past 

wardens. 

Effective in the November 2006 elections, the provincial government 

mandated that the term for municipal councils would be four years, instead of 

three.
1
 The decision meant that city mayors would be serving four (or multiples 

thereof) years. However, the term for county wardens has traditionally been 

only one year, or in recent times two years. At the end of 2018, council elected 

Rick Phillips, reeve of Tyendinaga Township, as warden. 

 

Comments by Councillors 

 

Local councils usually are fortunate to have a good mix of veteran and 

new members. Nowhere is this truer than in county council. For many years, 

Albert Vader, reeve of Wollaston Township was the ―Dean of County Council.‖ 
                                                           
1
There was some criticism of the change because the provincial government made the decision 

with little input from municipal politicians or the public. 



12 

He served intermittently for half a century. Vader recalls that when he first sat 

on council, he had no home telephone service and had to depend on the phone 

in the township office. Today, he and all councillors have home phones, cell 

phones, and/or fax machines, and computers with internet connections and can 

be contacted quickly if there are urgent matters. Moreover, whereas councillors 

used to attend council for two or three days and had no detailed information on 

the items to be discussed until they were raised in open session, today they 

receive agendas in advance. Vader appreciated the fact that committees prepare 

detailed reports and recommendations for council consideration. 

Vader singled out the welfare system as another major improvement in 

local government. Before the county took over welfare, township councils 

administered it. It could be a humbling experience for welfare seekers. He 

recalls one fellow who sat quietly in the back of the Wollaston Council 

Chamber. No councillor was aware of his reason for being there. As the 

meeting was about to end, he got to his feet and sheepishly admitted that he 

needed financial help. He was too embarrassed to admit this fact to his 

neighbours who sat on council.  Vader was pleased when that stigma was 

removed. 

At the same time, he was concerned that welfare, especially for the 

younger generation, may be too easy. When he first sat on council, it was the 

older people who sought welfare. If a young man asked for welfare, the council 

would have him work on township roads or other projects in return for 

assistance. 

The transition from rough rural township hall to a more sophisticated 

meeting place could be costly. Vader championed the building of a new 

township hall in Coe Hill after a visiting dignitary from Toronto was forced to 

use a bowl and a pitcher of water to wash up because there were no proper 

washroom facilities in the building. Vader got a new township building but he 

lost the next election. 

Dave Panabaker, former reeve of Carlow/Mayo, was another council 

veteran. He served ―off and on‖ for about 30 years. Panabaker believes that 

one of the best things council has done in recent years is to streamline 

government by reducing the number of members. He believes that the smaller 

group functions more effectively. He believes that ―bigness is not always best‖ 

and that ―one shoe does not fit all.‖ Panabaker maintains that, because 

everyone knows what you are doing in a small community, it is more difficult 

for local politicians ―to do wrong.‖ On the other hand, the average citizen has 

limited access to provincial and federal politicians and feels intimidated by big 

government. 

Carl Tinney of Faraday Township was on council for more than 20 

years and was reeve since 1991. Tinney considers the building of Centennial 

Manor and Hastings Manor to have been major council accomplishments and 
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believes that the citizens should be proud of the excellent facilities that are 

such an improvement over the old ones. He suggests that the major challenge 

facing council today is to supply services at a reasonable cost. Like many 

fellow councillors, he finds that the province‘s estimates of costs for 

downloaded services are not always realistic and the actual costs to the county 

are higher than the estimates. An example is the cost of land ambulance service. 

The province promised to pay 50  per cent of the cost, but was slow to honour 

that promise. Tinney believes that a major challenge to staff is to make 

government affordable. 

Tom Deline, mayor of Centre Hastings, believes that council has 

reached three major accomplishments over his years of service. First, the 

staffing levels have been improved and employees are much better trained. 

Second, the county has accepted the province‘s downloading and has worked 

well with its neighbours to deliver the downloaded services. Third, the citizens 

have benefited by the expenditure of almost $60,000,000 to improve the 

hospital in Bancroft and the two County Homes. In addition, he played a major 

role in developing a state-of-the-art recycling program for Centre and South 

Hastings. 

It is apparent that members of council enjoy their role as municipal 

legislators. Several veteran members have left council for a time (sometimes 

voluntarily and sometimes otherwise) and then returned. They are not there for 

financial gain for their payment is modest. They are there because they believe 

that they can serve their constituents and make Hastings County a better place 

in which to live. Remuneration for the warden in 2017 was $38,645 and for 

each councillor, $12,000. 

Members of county council have diverse reasons for seeking office. 

Asked about his motivation, former Tyendinaga reeve and county warden Rick 

Phillips noted that his greatest influence to run for reeve in 2010 was ―a sense 

of duty and the opportunity to give back to a community that has given so 

much to me and my family.‖
2
 Bonnie Adams, the first female reeve in 

Carlow/Mayo, wrote that her reason in 2010 was ―foremost to serve and 

promote change for our community.‖
3
 Centre Hastings reeve Owen Ketcheson 

described the role of history when he stated, ―My greatest influence on running 

again is the fact that I am retired from farming and always felt that it was a 

privilege to serve an area that has served our family so well. Our family settled 

in Wallbridge in 1800 and came to Moira in 1829.‖ 
4
 

Among the heads of council to step down partway through a term of 

office was Hastings Highlands Mayor Ron Emond of Baptiste Lake. On March 

7, 2012, he announced officially that he was stepping down in the middle of 

                                                           
2
Reeve Rick Phillips to Gerry Boyce, November 23, 2011. 

3
Reeve Bonnie Adams to Gerry Boyce, November 30, 2011. 

4
Reeve Owen Ketcheson to Gerry Boyce, December 5, 2011. 
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his second term. Bancroft Times reporter Barry Hendry described Emond‘s 

―exceptionally productive political career‖ as ―remarkable in many respects‖ 

and Hastings County CAO Jim Pine spoke of his ―vision, drive and 

commitment.‖
5
 Emond came to his political services ―later in life than most‖ 

but prepared himself well. Observers described the resulting council as being 

―the most productive one in North Hastings since the Town of Bancroft was 

overseeing the developments subsidized by mining companies.‖ He led council 

in participating in the Build Canada Fund, accepting stimulus funds from 

federal and provincial governments. Regionally, he served as chairperson of 

the Eastern Ontario Wardens‘ Caucus and as a member of the Eastern Ontario 

Regional Network (EORN), the new broadband project. 

Over the years, members of county council have taken a major role in 

promoting the story of their historic county. Although council disposed of the 

local mineral collection that was shelved in the county clerk‘s office some 50 

years ago, it has promoted history in many other ways. Notable among its 

achievements were the publication of such books as Historic Hastings in 1967, 

Hutton of Hastings: The Life and Letters of William Hutton, 1801-1861 in 

1972, and the Heritage Atlas of Hastings County in 2006. In addition, the 

county provided facilities for the first Hastings County Museum in the former 

Registry Office on Church Street, and cooperated for several years with 

Belleville in operating the second Hastings County Museum, now known as 

Glanmore National Historic Site, on Bridge Street East in Belleville. Most 

recently, the county and the city cooperated with the Hastings County 

Historical Society in the establishment of the new Community Archives in the 

Belleville Public Library building. What is less known – but is of major 

importance to historians and genealogists – is the fact that council arranged for 

the digitization and indexing of the minutes for Hastings County (1850 to the 

present) and its predecessor the Victoria District (1842-1849).   

Members of county council take pride in their administration and 

believe that staff is doing a first-class job. Indeed, council has been fortunate in 

the quality of its CAOs. One veteran councillor commented that CAO Jim Pine 

has an excellent background because of his work with Thurlow Township, 

Sidney Township and the Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs. Such 

expertise is valuable, given the changing times and constantly changing 

provincial regulations. 

County council members are optimistic about the future. In response to 

a question about the future of the county and its municipalities over the next 40 

years, three reeves who explained their reasons for seeking office had this to 

say: 

                                                           
5
The Bancroft Times, March 8, 2012. 
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―I foresee many progressive developments in the future. We are ideally 

located central between Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa and the eastern USA 

seaboard. We will expand on our diverse resources … Our most important, of 

course is our people who will continue to build strong communities and 

excellent quality of lifestyles.‖ (Reeve Owen Ketcheson) 

―During the next 40 years, the Township of Carlow/Mayo has great 

potential to flourish and grow. Fifty  per cent of our township is Crown land … 

ideal for residents/tourists to enjoy the panoramic views/pristine nature and 

eco-tourism…‖ (Reeve Bonnie Adams) 

―We wish to maintain a community that is a great place to raise a 

family and with close knit community connections and participation 

throughout the Township. We wish to maintain our identity as an incorporated 

Township, where farming and respect for the land help us raise our families in 

a positive way.‖(Reeve/Warden Rick Phillips) 

With such views of the future by current council members, the county‘s 

future is certainly promising. 
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3. A Changing Population 

. . . We are more numerous and diverse . . . 
 

HASTINGS COUNTY POPULATION, 1966-2021 

 
1. Statistics Canada supplied the 1966 and 2011 census figures. 

2. The 1966 combined totals allow comparisons between the 1966 and the 2021 

municipalities that amalgamated. 

3. Figures for the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory came from Statistics Canada and were 

accompanied by a note that they may not be complete. 

4. Municipalities that have the same boundaries today that they had in 1966 are in bold type. 
5. N.I. = Not Included: Murray Township has been omitted from the 1966 figures, since it 

was still part of Northumberland County and not yet part of Hastings County. 

 

 

Hastings County Population   
 

Municipality 1966 

Census 

 1966 

Combined 

 2011 

  Census 

2021 

Census 
 

Bancroft 

 Bancroft 

 Dungannon Twp. 

 

 2,152 

 901 

 3,053 3880 3838 

Carlow/Mayo 

 Carlow Twp. 

 Mayo 

 

 348 

 382 

 730 892 953 

Centre Hastings 

 Madoc Village 

 Huntingdon Twp. 

 

 1,385 

 1,447 

 2,832  4,543 4801 

Deseronto  1,836 1836  1,835 1774 

Faraday Twp.  1,018  1,018_  1,468 1612 

Hastings Highlands 

 Bangor, Wicklow 

 & McClure Twp. 

 Herschel Twp. 

 Monteagle Twp. 

 

 745 

 

 569 

 984 

 2,298  4,168 4385 

Limerick Twp.  224  224  352 388 

Madoc Township  1,549  1,549  2,197 2441 

Marmora & Lake Twp. 

 Deloro 

 Marmora Village 

 Marmora & Lake Twp. 

 

 185 

 1,331 

 1,240 

 2,756  4,074 4133 

Stirling-Rawdon 

 Rawdon Twp. 

 Stirling 

 

 2,090 

 1,354 

 3,444 4978 5015 

Tudor & Cashel Twp.  504 504  586 740 

Tweed  

 Elzevir/Grimsthorpe Twp 

 Hungerford Twp. 

 

 651 

 2,140 

 4,538  6,057 6067 
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 Tweed  1,747 

Tyendinaga Twp.  2,474  2,474  4,150 4538 

Wollaston Twp.  582  582  708 721 

Belleville 

 Belleville 

 Thurlow Twp. 

 

 32,785  

 5,217 

 38,002  49,454 55071 

Quinte West 

 Trenton 

 Sidney Twp. 

 Frankford 

 Murray Twp. 

  

 13,746 

 11,825 

 1,823 

  N.I. 

 27,394 

 

 

_________ 

N.I. 

 43,086 46,794 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL  93,234  93,234   132,428 145446 

Mohawks of Bay of Quinte 

(Territory of Tyendinaga) 

 893  893  2,506 2200  

TOTALS (with MBQ)  94,127  94,127  147646 

 

An Amusing Observation from Stephen Leacock 

 

The population of the county has increased over the past 50 years. 

However, unlike the population explosion around the Golden Horseshoe at the 

western end of Lake Ontario, the local increase has been gradual. The 

comparison population chart found above incorporates the population data 

found on page 387 in Volume One. 

Population figures are often misleading. Anyone who has read Stephen 

Leacock‘s amusing Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town will recall that the 

citizens of Mariposa were always sure that the population of their town was 

increasing dramatically, only to be brought down to earth when the census-

takers returned every 10 years and made an accurate count showing that there 

had been no real change. 

The same situation is partially true for current population figures. The 

most recent complete census is the 2011 census, parts of which were released 

commencing in February 2012. However, there is no guarantee that every 

person is included. There can be significant discrepancies between population 

figures listed in the 2012 census, the 2012 edition of the Ontario Municipal 

Directory, and those submitted by municipal clerks to the county clerk to 

determine the weighted vote system for county council voting, as listed in the 

February 24, 2011 amendment of Hastings County By-Law 99-45. Population 

figures in the Ontario Municipal Directory include only ―persons residing in a 

municipality on a permanent basis,‖ exclude temporary residents (for example, 

residents of short-stay general hospitals) and tend to be lower than the census 

totals. 

 According to the 1966 census, the total population for Hastings County 

(including the separated municipalities of Belleville and Trenton) was 94,127. 

In 2016, the census total was 136,445 (up 1.1 per cent from 2011 and 45  per 
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cent in the half-century since 1967. That‘s an average annual growth of less 

than one per cent). While some municipalities actually lost population but 

there were several reasons for the increased population in certain rural areas, 

not the least of which was that real estate prices (with the exception of certain 

waterfront areas) remained reasonable, by comparison with the Golden 

Horseshoe. Even the prices for attractive waterfront sites in central and north 

Hastings were very low when compared to Muskoka. A detailed 2011 study of 

recreational property prices (prepared by Re/Max) compared standard prices 

for a three-bedroom winterized recreational property on a standard-sized 

waterfront lot. The Bancroft/Coe Hill area price was $265,000 while the 

Bala/Port Carling price was $525,000. The standard price in Prince Edward 

County was $300,000. Only Elliott Lake and Parry Sound with prices of 

$215,000 and $225,000 were lower than Bancroft. 

The population shift from rural to urban areas has continued. Suburban 

areas have developed adjacent to most major communities and many residents 

of rural areas now work in these centres. The county houses a smaller 

percentage of people whose livelihood is earned primarily ―on the land‖. In 

fact, of the 60,575 persons who made up the county‘s experienced labour force 

in 2000, only 2,545 worked in ―agriculture and other resource-based 

industries‖.
6
 The largest numbers worked in manufacturing and construction 

industries (13,225), wholesale and retail trade (11,650), health and education 

(9,165), business services (9,165), and other services (12,630). It is interesting 

to note that, whereas in 1967 there were no permanent residences in what was 

known as Grimsthorpe Township, there is now at least one in the Grimsthorpe 

section of Tweed - certainly a reflection on the rough terrain to be found in that 

vast area, which lies only a few kilometres north of Highway Seven.
7
 

Population shifts have attracted the attention of several writers. Ron 

Brown featured a number of Hastings County communities in his Ghost Towns 

of Ontario series of books. Volume One included Point Anne, Marlbank, 

Eldorado, Sulphide, Millbridge, Millbridge Station, Glanmire, and Craigmont. 

Volume Two highlighted Marysville, Corbyville, Ormsby, Umfraville, Hybla, 

and Malone. Present residents of several of these communities will take 

exception to the ‗ghost town‘ designation. Many of these ―ghost towns‖ have 

attracted new residents in recent years, more than a few from the Big City 

looking for peace and tranquility in the rural stretches of Hastings County. 

However, no resident will object to Ron‘s designation of his or her community 

as ―colourful and fascinating.‖   

 

A Multicultural Population 

 
                                                           
6
Some statistics for this and other 2011 census areas were late in arriving. 

7
Confirmed by Tweed CAO/Clerk Patricia Bergeron, February 23, 2011. 
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The county‘s population has become much more multicultural in recent 

years, although not nearly to the extent of Canada‘s major cities. Of the 

136,445 people in the county (2016 census), 9,480 people had been born 

outside Canada. The majority of these immigrants (5,695) had arrived before 

1991, while 1,755 had entered the country between 2001 and 2001. 

 The 2016 census described 4,760 as ―visible minorities‖, with the 

largest groups being South Asian (1,160), Black (870), Chinese (630), 

Southeast Asian (285), Latin American (355), and Korean (295). The ―visible 

minority‖ total of 1,970 was almost twenty times the 101 identified in the 1961 

census (78 Asiatic and 23 Black). 

The numbers of people identified as aboriginals was 9,850, in groups of 

6,150 First Nations, 3,210 Métis and 90 Inuit. 

The arrival of non-Christian immigrants meant an increase of people 

celebrating other faiths, notably the Eastern religions including Buddhism, 

Muslim, Hindu and Sikh and, recently, Islam. 

The influx of ―New Canadians‖ led to various programs, often run by 

volunteers. For example, Ruth Burrows helped to establish Thursday morning 

classes for women with little or no English. Begun in 1969 as an offshoot of 

Bridge Street United Church‘s Sewettes program, the classes ran for many 

years from September to May at St. Andrew‘s Presbyterian Church in 

Belleville. Originally planned for women, they soon had several men and a few 

high school students. By 1979, 15 teachers worked with 60 adults. In 1985, the 

program dealt with immigrants speaking eight separate languages. Unlike other 

programs in Ontario, this was the only one run entirely by volunteers. Such 

programs led to the creation in 1986 of the Quinte United Immigrant Service, 

whose aims are to assist new people in the community who may have language 

or cultural differences and to encourage the community to respect and assist 

those people. A not-for-profit charitable organization, QUIS can do translations 

and interpretations in 23 languages. During several crises, such as the influx of 

refugees from Kosovo and Syria, QUIS has been able to assist the federal 

government. Its service area extends from Picton to Bancroft and from 

Napanee to Colborne. 

Members of many ethnic groups have retained close ties with each 

other, as is evidenced by Belleville‘s Waterfront & Ethnic Festivals each July. 

Ethnic food, dance and crafts remain important components. The Greek-

Canadian Orthodox Community of Belleville, Trenton and District Inc. is one 

of the strongest ethnic communities. Not only did this community build the 

attractive Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church (1976) in west-end Belleville, 

but also John Zikopoulos prepared an excellent history in 1988. He recorded 

the growth of the community from the arrival in 1897 of Epirotes, the first 

Greek in the Quinte area, to 1988, when there were 640 Greek-Canadians in 
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the region, which reaches from Prince Edward County to Bancroft and from 

Napanee to Cobourg. 

 Some other interesting data from the 2016 census: 

 • English is the first official language of 134,750 people while French 

is the first official language for 2,945 citizens. 

 • The average age in Hastings is 43.6 years; in Ontario 41. 

 •Median household income in 2015, $61,109; of Ontario, $74,287. 
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4. A Growing County Budget, 1966-2011 

 . . . then and now . . . 

 

Life for the county treasurer was much simpler in 1966 than it would be 

half-century later. In 1966, the total amount levied upon ratepayers to finance 

county needs was $708,838. In 2011, the amount was $11,822,898, an increase 

of almost 1700 per cent. At the same time, the total expenditures for the county 

increased at an even higher rate – from $1,786,938 in 1966 to $123,359,321, 

an increase of over 6700 per cent. These increases happened despite the fact 

that the province had taken over a few county responsibilities. For example, 

the 1966 council congratulated the Ontario government (and itself) when the 

province took over County Road One from Foxboro to Madoc on April 1. The 

road became part of Highway 62. Similarly, the county downloaded a few 

responsibilities (especially road maintenance) to the municipalities.   

How did the large increase in county taxes come about? In addition, 

why are taxes not shrinking today? A comparison of the 1966 and 2011 

budgets will suggest some reasons, as will the following sections on 

downloaded and expanded county services. To simplify the comparison in the 

accompanying budget chart, several minor categories have been omitted and 

dollar amounts have been rounded off to the nearest thousand. 

The budget has been difficult to tabulate on occasion, and there have 

been years when county council has had to modify its first budget. For 

example on March 30, 2006, council approved a budget that was 1.97 percent 

higher than the 2005 budget. However, the following day, the province 

announced additional land ambulance funding of over $500,000. Accordingly, 

at its April meeting, council amended its budget and reduced the increase over 

2005 to a modest 1.1 percent. 

In terms of municipalities, the 2011 budget meant a major increase in 

county tax levies compared to 1966. For instance, the county tax levy on 

Tyendinaga Township ratepayers rose from $49,524 in 1966 to $777,740 in 

2011. The levy on Limerick Township ratepayers rose from $2,709.66 to 

$297,955.23. The largest municipality, the Highlands of Hastings, had the 

highest total tax levy in 2011 for $2,273,204 while Deseronto, the smallest 

municipality, had the lowest tax bill levy – $248,134.
8
 

                                                           
8
These tax levy figures include only the county tax levy and do not include levies from the 

municipalities and the school boards. 
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In part, this increase was accounted for by 45 years of inflation (a 1966 

dollar was equal in buying power to more than six 2011 dollars), the loss of 

three municipalities (Sidney, Thurlow, and Frankford) with their large 

assessments, new taxes such as the Federal GST, and new services such as 9-1-

1.
9
 However, the major reasons were the provincial downloading of services 

such as social housing and land ambulance, and higher provincial standards for 

such things as long-term care facilities. 

Another major reason for the dramatic increase was that the county was 

increasingly becoming the deliverer of regional services (such as social 

housing) on behalf of itself, Belleville and Quinte West. Ultimately, however, 

the combined service meant economies of scale and lower costs for each of the 

partners. Moreover, the two cities reimburse the county for their share of the 

costs provided through the county. 

These increases occurred even though the county has made serious 

efforts to reduce its expenditures. For example in order to achieve a budget 

increase of only 1.88 per cent in 2011, council took several steps. Nevertheless, 

regardless of these reductions in expenditures and other factors, local residents 

certainly noticed the increase in county taxes and ratepayers in Belleville felt 

similar effects. Residents were reminded that death and taxes remain the two 

basic facts of life.   

It is interesting to compare the 2011 budgets for each of the three upper 

level municipalities in the county. 

 

 

 

 

Municipality 

Total 

Expenditures 

to the nearest 

thousand $ 

Total 

Levy 

to the nearest 

thousand $ 

 

Percentage 

Increase 

over 2010 

Belleville 102,500,000 70,352,000   2.32 

Hastings County 120,185,000 11,822,000   2.57 

Quinte West:   41,098,000 29,088,000  .73 

  Ward 1 Trenton    .69 

  Ward 2 Sidney    .66 

  Ward 3 Murray     3.96 

  Ward 4 Frankford     2.05 

 

It is important to note that, on occasion, each municipality has used 

funds from its reserves to help taxpayers. In 2005, for example, Belleville 

allocated $1,950,000 from reserves, Hastings County approximately $280,000 

and Quinte West $3,100,000. In addition, it should be noted that these figures 

do not include funds raised by the province for educational purposes or by 

                                                           
9
For example, the Consumer Price Index increased by 2.4  per cent from 2010 to 2011. 
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lower tier municipalities in the county for various local purposes, including 

roads and bridges. 

Although local increases may seem high Belleville Treasurer Brian 

Cousins noted the increase often is below those of such nearby cities as 

Kingston and Peterborough. 

The fact that Hastings County has the highest total expenditure but 

collects the lowest levy from its ratepayers is evidence that the county delivers 

many regional services on behalf of Belleville and Quinte West and collects 

their share of expenditures from the two cities. 

 

Comparing the County Budgets of 1966 and 2016   
 

 

Expenditure 

Category 

1966 

 

Total 

Cost  

1966 

Net   

Revenue 

or Cost 

  2016 

 

  Total 

  Cost 

20 16 

 

Net 
Revenue 

General  Government 187,000 (19,000) 8,642,403 5,057,174 

Roads 751,000 283,000 Removed  Removed 

Planning, Land Division, 911     1,283,729 90,700 

Law Enforcement 181,000 100,000   

Provincial Offences    1,162,115  (477,885) 

Public Welfare/Social Services 389,000 66,000 73,788,714   56,521,750 

Emergency/Medical/ambulance   16,847,124   10,078,450 

Long-Term Care: Hastings  

Manor with County Farm in 

1966 & Centennial Manor, 2011 

288,000  26,288,609   24,687,526 

Totals levied by local taxes 1,787,000 709,000 120,185,000 120,185,000 
 

With reference to the above table, note that: 

1. Dollar totals are rounded off to the nearest thousand. 

2. Some categories are omitted, but overall totals are correct. 

3. Not all services were provided by county councils in both years. 

4. Revenue figures in brackets (e.g. 2011 Provincial Offences) show that 

the income for that service exceeded the cost of providing it. 

5. Totals exclude funds raised by school boards in 1966 and the province 

in 2011. 

 

Update: The Hastings County budget in 2022 was set at 

$162.1 million. 
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5. Women in Government 

. . . It’s no longer a man’s world . . . 
 

Women are now playing a greater role in government. In 1967, when 

the county council published Historic Hastings, only one woman (Reeve 

Barbara Allen of Tweed) had a seat on county council; there were 32 men. In 

the 2018 election, five women and nine men won election in a much smaller 

council of 14. Since 1967, there have only been two elections (1985 and 1988) 

when no woman was elected to sit on county council. 

Two of the eight councillors elected in 2018 in the city of Belleville 

were women. Four of 12 councillors in Quinte West are women. Elsewhere in 

the county, there have been a few women reeves. Margaret Walsh, the past 

reeve of Tyendinaga Township became the first female county warden in 2003, 

and Jo-Anne Albert of Tweed served as warden in 2010 and 2011. 

Belleville has elected four women as mayors since 1956: Jane Forrester 

(1956-1957), Robin Jeffrey (1973-1975), Shirley Langer (1991-1994), and 

Mary-Anne Sills (2003-2006). In his fascinating account of 20
th

 century local 

politics in Belleville, C.W. (Bill) Hunt went so far as to point out that 

―Whenever a woman runs for the city‘s most important job – the mayor – she 

invariably wins and usually by a large margin.‖
10

 Six years after Hunt 

published his book in 2000, this rule was broken. In the 2006 Belleville 

election, Neil Ellis unseated Mayor Mary-Anne Sills. Pat Culhane, a popular 

councillor, failed in her bid for the mayoralty in 2014. She was re-elected to a 

council seat in 2018  and died in 2020. 

Gender equality was further recognized in Belleville when, under 

Mayor Shirley Langer, council voted (despite heated opposition) by a narrow 

margin to have members known as councillors rather than aldermen. Mayor 

Langer‘s term in office was never dull. Not only had Langer, despite a 

complete lack of council experience, defeated Mayor George Zegouras, a very 

popular, long-time mayor – in fact, the longest serving mayor in the 

community‘s history – but she also presided over a council that some referred 

to as ―dysfunctional‖.  She and several members of council fought long and 

hard over many issues. On more than one occasion, Mayor Langer and 

Alderman/Councillor Stu Meeks stood up and declared each other ―out of 

order‖. On one occasion, a large part of an open meeting was devoted to 

councillors, in turn, outlining what each thought the mayor should do in order 

to improve her relations with councillors and senior staff. Indeed, it may be no 

exaggeration to suggest that the citizenry‘s interest in municipal politics may 

have approached a new high during this particular council‘s term. 

                                                           
10

Bill Hunt, Dockside Democracy: Women, Foster Ward, & The Wharf Street Debating Club, 

(Belleville: Billa Flint Publications, 2000) 158. 
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Many outstanding municipal citizens have served the citizens of 

Hastings County. In 1967, Tweed made history when it had an all-female 

council under Reeve Barbara Allen. Serving as reeve from 1967 to 1976, she 

was the first woman to head a county municipality (outside Belleville). She 

also holds the record as the longest serving woman heading any council in the 

county.  However, she was not the first woman to sit on county council. That 

honour had gone to Audrey Sexsmith in 1963 when she was elected deputy 

reeve of Bancroft. 

Currently, a successor to Reeve Allen, Jo-Anne Albert of Tweed, has 

served on council for several years and was re-elected as mayor in 2018 for 

another four years. In 2012, Vivian Bloom became the first female mayor of 

Hastings Highlands, succeeding Ronald J. Emond.   

At the higher levels of government, only one woman has been 

successful in representing the citizens of Hastings County at either the federal 

or provincial level. She is Leona Dombrowsky of Tweed, who in 1985 was 

elected as a trustee on the Hastings and Prince Edward Roman Catholic School 

Board and served as a first chair of the newly amalgamated Algonquin and 

Lakeshore Catholic School Board in 1998. She went on to represent voters in 

the riding of Hastings-Frontenac-Lennox and Addington in the provincial 

legislature (2000-2007 inclusive) and Prince Edward-Hastings (2008-2011). A 

popular, knowledgeable politician, Dombrowsky served the Liberal 

government of Dalton McGuinty as minister of agriculture, food and rural 

affairs and then as minister of education. She was defeated in the 2011 election 

by Conservative Todd Smith, a Belleville radio personality and news editor. 

The June 2014 election saw Ontario‘s first female premier, Kathleen Wynne, 

elected. She was defeated in 2018 by the Conservatives of Doug Ford. 
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6. Beyond Local Politics   

. . . county residents spread their wings . . . 
 

In federal politics, over the years Hastings County voters have favoured 

candidates of ―conservative‖ parties – whether the Liberal Conservative, the 

Progressive Conservative, or the Conservative Party of Canada. We are 

fortunate that recent books have illustrated the stories of two successful 

candidates of the 19
th

 century – Mackenzie Bowell andJohn White. 

 

Sir Mackenzie Bowell and John White 

 

In a recent survey of historians to evaluate the relative success of 

Canada‘s prime ministers, Maclean’s Magazine found that historians ranked 

Mackenzie Bowell of Belleville, Canada‘s fifth prime minister, 21
st
. 

11
 He was 

just ahead of Kim Campbell and marginally behind John Turner. Similar 

rankings in earlier polls prompted Betsy Dewar Boyce of Belleville to study 

Bowell‘s career in detail. Using the resources of Library Archives Canada in 

Ottawa, and the Hastings Heritage Centre she found evidence that led her to 

give Bowell a higher rank. Bowell faced many problems during his years as 

prime minister (1894-1896) including his advanced age, the difficulty of 

leading the country from his seat in the Canadian Senate, and the presence of 

an alleged ‗nest of traitors‘ in the cabinet. Moreover, the Manitoba Schools 

Question divided Canadians along educational and religious lines.
12

 Betsy 

found that Bowell was a conscientious prime minister, who put the good of the 

country before his own religious views. 

Betsy Boyce‘s work has been published as The Accidental Prime 

Minister on CD-ROM. More recently a print version by Kirby Books of 

Bancroft has been published. It may further help restore the reputation of 

Hastings County‘s only prime minister, a man who lived in Belleville but 

represented North Hastings.
13

 

Bowell has been recognized in other ways. On December 27, 1973, the 

Hastings County Historical Society sponsored a 150
th

 birthday party for him in 

Belleville‘s Sir Mackenzie Bowell Public School.  Attendees included eight of 

his descendants from Port Hope (5), Peterborough (1), Belleville (1) and 

Frankford (1). A telex message came from Prime Minister Trudeau and MP 

Jack Ellis delivered a personal note from Opposition Leader Robert Stanfield. 

                                                           
11

Norman Hillmer and Stephen Azzi, ―Canada‘s Best Prime Minister‖, Maclean‘s Magazine, 

June 20, 2011. 
12

A curious reader seeking more information on the Manitoba Schools Question will find it in 

Betsy Boyce‘s book or on the internet.   
13

Betsy Dewar Boyce, The Accidental Prime Minister: The Biography of Sir Mackenzie Bowell 

(Ameliasburgh: Seventh Town Historical Society, 2001, ISBN 0-9691935-5-6. 
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Then, on October 24, 1993, Parks Canada and the historical society 

dedicated a plaque at the Belleville Cemetery. Finally, on September 17, 1999, 

government and family members commemorated his burial site at the 

Belleville Cemetery. The federal government erected a permanent information 

panel and a Canadian flag at the cemetery as part of a federal program to mark 

the burial sites of all past prime ministers. Speakers recalled Bowell‘s 

importance, such as his becoming prime minister at the amazing age of 71. 

Bowell was not elected to the position in a national vote; he was appointed 

from the senate to fill the office temporarily. His funeral service in 1917 took 

place appropriately in the Belleville Cemetery, since Bowell had been one of 

the original subscribers and directors of the Belleville Cemetery Company in 

the 1870s. Other reminders of his importance are to found in a federal cairn 

and plaque at the corner of Front and St. Paul streets, a plaque at his long-time 

residence on William Street, and dining sets at Glanmore National Historic Site. 

 Another recent book of local political interest is by Don Akenson, 

professor of Irish History at Queen‘s University. It deals with John White, a 

Bowell contemporary who represented Hastings East soon after 

Confederation.
14

 White was a native of Ireland who immigrated to Canada and 

settled in Roslin, where he owned a machine foundry. He served Tyendinaga 

Township as reeve before being elected to the House of Commons in a by-

election in 1871, replacing Robert Read, who had been called to the Senate. 

White won five further federal elections. 

What led Professor Akenson to write White‘s biography was not his 

success in elections, but rather the possibility that he might have been a woman. 

A specialist in Irish history, Akenson followed White‘s career closely and came 

to the possible conclusion that his sister Eliza, who came to Canada in 1846, 

might have assumed her brother‘s identity after his death. Certainly, White was 

very interested in women, was on excellent terms with many, fought for the 

vote for women and was a strong advocate of temperance. After an interview 

with Akenson in 1990, Belleville reporter Jack Evans quoted the author as 

saying, ―The book is intended to make people think … As long as they think, 

I‘m happy. It‘s labelled clearly as speculation.‖
15

 ―Educated speculation‖ it 

may be, but it makes for fascinating reading, proving that local political history 

can be intriguing. 

 

                                                           
14

Don Akenson, At Face Value: The Life and Times of Eliza McCormack/John White (Kingston 

and Montreal: McGill-Queen‘s University Press, 1990). Akenson‘s 2011 ―Curriculum Vitae‖ 

lists the book under ―Novels and Historical Fiction.‖ 
15

Jack Evans, ―Was popular politician she-wolf in a man‘s clothing?‖ The Intelligencer, 

September 27, 1990. 
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The Federal Scene 

 

Over the years, the Conservative Party of Canada, sometimes known as 

the Progressive Conservative Party, has had excellent results in federal 

elections locally.
16

 Belleville lawyer William B. Northrup won Hastings East 

five times between 1892 and 1911 and then served as Clerk of the House of 

Commons from 1918 to 1924. Another Belleville lawyer, E. Guss Porter, won 

the riding of Hastings West six times between 1901 and 1921. George Stanley 

White, a native of Madoc who practised law in that community, was elected on 

five occasions to represent the northern section of Hastings and parts of 

adjacent counties, before being called to the Senate where he served as speaker 

in 1962-1963. Dairy farmer and proprietor of Grills Dairy, Lee Grills, won four 

elections in Hastings South between 1957 and 1967. A man of the people, he 

was known as ―The friendly milkman.‖ From 1957 until his death in 1959, the 

Hon. Sidney Smith represented Hastings-Frontenac. The former president of 

the University of Manitoba (1934-1944) and the University of Toronto (1944-

1957), he served as Secretary of State for External Affairs. In 1979, Jack Ellis 

won the first of three elections in Prince Edward-Hastings. 

Only on rare occasions has a Liberal been elected. The major exception 

to the Conservative dominance was Lyle Vanclief, who won four elections in 

Prince Edward-Hastings commencing in 1988. From 1997 to 2003, he served 

with distinction as Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food in Jean Chretien‘s 

government. Regarded as a fair, polished politician with the interests of his 

constituents at heart, he was inducted into the Canadian Agricultural Hall of 

Fame in 2010. 

The 2004 election returned Prince Edward-Hastings to the 

Conservative side of the House of Commons. Thanks in part to the fact that the 

Progressive Conservative and Canadian Alliance parties had come together, the 

voters elected Daryl Kramp. (Prior to his success and before the two parties 

combined, Kramp had lost twice in Hastings-Frontenac-Lennox and 

Addington). In each of the next three elections, Kramp increased his margin of 

victory, achieving over 53 percent in 2011. That election also saw the local 

NDP temporarily replace the Liberals in second place: the NDP‘s Michael 

McMahon earned almost 24 percent of the vote, while Liberal Peter Tinsley 

received about 19 percent. 

Redistribution of ridings in Canada in 2012 affected the political 

careers of a number of politicians. Daryl Kramp,  who had served as MP for 

Prince Edward-Hastings, was unseated by Mike Bossio in the new riding of 
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For detailed descriptions of changing boundaries and lists of federal and provincial members 

elected starting in 1867 see Orland French, ed. Heritage Atlas of Hastings County (Belleville: 

County of Hastings, 2006), 204-208. 
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Hastings – Lennox and Addington. In 2018 he ran for the Conservatives in a 

provincial riding of the same name and was elected to the Ontario legislature. 

Conservative dominance might have been even greater, had it not been 

for the split within conservative ranks that helped Liberal Larry McCormick 

win the elections of 1997 and 2001 in Hastings-Frontenac-Lennox and 

Addington. The combined vote for the Progressive Conservative and 

Reform/Canadian Alliance candidates in each election far exceeded 

McCormick‘s totals. 

Previous federal elections in the southwest part of Hastings County had 

seen the area represented by legendary Conservative politician and cabinet 

member George Hees (1965-1988) and Liberal stalwart and Minister of the 

Environment Christine Stewart (1988-2000). Prior to his local electoral 

successes, Hees had won four elections in Toronto Broadview and, although 

sometimes controversial, was one of Canada‘s most recognized and 

unforgettable politicians. Known to some people in politics as Gorgeous 

George, he had made a name for himself as a noted university athlete, a Grey 

Cup winner with the Toronto Argonauts, a distinguished military leader, and a 

financier. For almost two decades, he sat in the front rows of the opposition 

party.
17

 

 The pendulum has recently swung to the Conservatives.  In the 2021 

federal election, the Liberals were re-elected to a minority government but the 

Bay of Quinte riding elected Conservative Ryan Williams over the incumbent 

Liberal Neil Ellis. Ellis was subsequently elected mayor of Belleville in 2022. 

 

Provincial Politics 

 

For much of the 20
th

 century, the provincial wing of the Progressive 

Conservative Party has dominated the election picture. Successful MLAs (also 

known as MPPs) have included Lewis ―Roscoe‖ Robson, William ―Elmer‖ 

Sandercock, Lloyd ―Bud‖ Price, Clarke Rollins, James Pollock, and Harry 

Danford. Among local MLAs who served in the cabinet was Dr. Richard Potter, 

a highly respected, former Belleville mayor. An innovative minister of health, 

Dr. Potter converted the Queen‘s Motor Hotel on Dundas Street East (now the 

site of McDowell‘s Independent Grocery Store) into a convalescent facility for 

people requiring medical supervision in a location near the Belleville General 

Hospital. 
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As a teacher at Bayside Secondary School, I recall taking a group of students to visit Hees in 

his campaign office in Trenton. As we left the office, after he had explained the workings of 

federal elections, he wished the ‗too young to vote‘ students well and asked them to remember 

him to their parents. He was a consummate politician! 
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Provincial voters have been kinder to Liberal politicians in recent years. 

The late Hugh O‘Neil, a native of Belleville who worked as a teacher and real 

estate broker in Trenton, entered politics in 1975 and won six elections in 

Quinte Riding. He was a member of the Legislative Assembly for 20 years, and 

held such cabinet posts as Minister of Industry, Tourism and Recreation, Trade 

and Technology, Mines and Culture and Communications. After leaving 

politics, he was actively involved in his community and the province in other 

activities. 

Ernie Parsons, former chair of the Hastings County Board of Education, 

was elected Liberal MLA for Prince-Edward-Hastings in 1999 and re-elected 

four years later. He was especially interested in social and health policy. In 

2007, he retired to become a justice of the peace.  His successor was Leona 

Dombrowsky of Tweed. Dombrowsky served in Premier Dalton McGuinty‘s 

cabinet as Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, Minister of the 

Environment and Minister of Education.
18

 

The only NDP candidate to meet with victory in the local electoral 

process was Elmer Buchanan, a former high-school teacher and vice-principal. 

In his fifth attempt at office locally, he defeated the Progressive Conservative 

candidate in Hastings-Peterborough and served in the Bob Rae cabinet as 

Minister of Agriculture and Food. When the NDP was defeated in 1995, 

Buchanan‘s personal popularity was not enough to save him from the party‘s 

loss of support in rural areas. He lost to Harry Danford by almost 8,000 votes. 

Subsequently, he left the NDP to support Bob Rae‘s Liberal leadership bid in 

2006. 

Nevertheless, given the experience of Parsons, Dombrowsky and 

Buchanan, it would appear that a role in education can lead to success in 

political life. 
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Current county representatives in the provincial parliament include Conservative Todd Smith. 
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7. Expanding County Services 

. . . your tax dollar at work . . . 
 

In 1998 Hastings County disbanded its roads department, which had 

looked after the nine southern townships. It became the only Ontario county 

without such a department. The decision followed the province‘s downloading 

of the responsibility for many highways to municipal governments. According 

to long-time council member Tom Deline of Centre Hastings, councillors made 

the decision to disband the county road system because it would be cheaper to 

have the lower tier municipalities (the towns, villages and townships) look 

after their own roads, rather than leaving it to the county or upper tier. Whereas 

the county was responsible for some ninety bridges in 1990, lower tier 

municipalities now look after their own road and bridge construction and 

maintenance. Among the most affected municipalities is Tweed, which 

currently has some 600 kilometres of roads and 57 bridges. Total expenditures 

on roads and bridges in 2011 amounted to 36 per cent of the municipality‘s 

total expenditures. 

There were other changes brought about after the province cut transfer 

payments and introduced cost savings targets that municipalities had to meet. 

The province transferred land ambulance services to the municipalities, 

although there was provincial financial assistance. Costs for the ambulance 

service have escalated. Social housing and childcare became municipal 

responsibilities and municipalities assumed greater responsibility for other 

social services. At the same time, the province assumed all expenses in 

connection with education and prohibited local school boards from taxing 

residents. Likewise, the province announced the uploading of the costs of the 

Ontario Disability Support Program over a four-year period and this was 

completed in 2011. 

On the other hand, provincial standards for some services have 

increased, thereby costing the county more money. For example, in 2005 the 

ministry required that each resident of Hastings Manor and Centennial Manor 

be bathed twice per week (instead of once). As a result, additional Health Care 

Aides were required. 

The role of county government has changed in other ways. For example, 

the county explored how to bring high-speed Internet services to all its 

residents and businesses. Council undertook a strategic plan to define its future 

roles and consulted member municipalities. After much study and financial 

assistance from the federal government, the days of ―dial-up‖ ended in March 

2012. County residents can now enjoy regular high-speed Internet service. ―It 

all came about after the launch of ViaSat-1 in October 2011 – the highest 

capacity broadband satellite ever placed in orbit over North America – now in 
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use by rural broadband provider Xplornet.‖
19

 According to County CAO Jim 

Pine (who co-led the EORN project) many people in Hastings County and 

across all of eastern Ontario had either very poor or no access to the Internet 

prior to March 2012. 

Over the years, some council members have expressed concern about 

the expansion of services. They believe that the county‘s role as a deliverer of 

regional services (on behalf of the two cities) can be beneficial; however, they 

are reluctant to add services if they increase the cost to county ratepayers. 

One of the most significant reports prepared for county council in 

recent years was the Final Report of the Hastings County Business Retention & 

Expansion Project. Tabled on February 2, 2009, it was described as a 

milestone ―in our new economic development function at Hastings County to 

support the growth of a vibrant and robust business climate.‖ It focused 

attention on the need to support businesses and entrepreneurs in the county, 

since they generate the bulk of our county‘s growth and investment. Federal 

and provincial agencies helped sponsor the project, as well as Chambers of 

Commerce and business groups in North Hastings, Madoc, Tweed, and 

Stirling-Rawdon. 

Certainly county government continues to play an important role for 

the citizens of the county and its two adjacent cities. County staff members 

play a major role in helping to keep down the costs of services for the three 

municipalities. At the same time, local municipalities are creatures of the 

province, created by the province and therefore influenced by changes brought 

about by the province. Call centres, social services and other aspects of 

municipal powers are influenced by provincial decisions relating to the 

downloading and uploading of municipal powers and responsibilities. The 

overpowering authority of the provincial government was evident in the 

decision by Premier McGuinty and his government with respect to major 

changes involving the cancellation in 2012 of the proposed racino (combined 

racetrack and slot parlour) at Belleville. However, Shorelines Casino sans 

racetrack was operating on Bell Boulevard by 2017. 

As 2012 ended, Warden Rick Phillips commented on a growing 

concern that was facing county council. An expanding infrastructure gap had 

prompted the creation of a new committee to delve into the issue. Marmora 

and Lake Reeve Terry Clemens had moved its creation and other council 

members such as Wollaston Reeve Daniel McCaw and Hastings Highlands 

Mayor Vivian Bloom had strongly supported the move. Their municipalities 

faced the increased burden of taking on portions of former provincial roadways. 

Clemens noted that the coming year would be one of change and opportunity. 

Phillips commented, ―We need to prepare for a new period of change, perhaps 
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The Intelligencer, March 24, 2012. 
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as challenging as the years after downloading.‖ He stressed that a major 

challenge facing Hastings, like other counties, is the deteriorating condition of 

roads and bridges. ―In our county, we are looking at a $100,000,000 shortfall.‖ 

The new committee would look for senior government assistance and prioritize 

the needs of various projects.
20

 

In September 2014, the county‘s economic development officer 

Andrew Redden outlined a number of accomplishments implemented since the 

2009-2012 action plan. These included the creation of more than 100 new jobs 

through the Small Business Coaching Program, the foundation of Harvest 

Hastings and the creation of the Hastings Opportunities in Tourism awards. 

Between 2009 and 2012, the number of businesses had increased by 14 per 

cent. Future objectives included support to the agriculture and forestry sectors, 

support for new entrepreneurs through one-on-one assistance, and continuing 

to implement the tourism master plan and the cultural plan and help develop an 

Earth Sciences Centre for the Bancroft area. In short, the Hastings County 

economic development team wasn‘t slowing down when it came to creating 

new opportunities for residents and visitors. 
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The Community Press, November 1, 2012 and December 13, 2012. 
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8. Cooperative Ventures 

. . . working together . . . 

 

The County of Hastings and the Cities of Belleville and Quinte West 

are partners in many areas. Both cities depend on the county to ―administer‖ 

services such as long-term care, social assistance (including welfare and 

employment programs), and housing. Joint boards monitor these services 

including the Hastings/Quinte Social Services Committee, the Hastings/Quinte 

Long-Term Care Committee, and Provincial Offences. In 2004, the 

municipalities cooperated in building both the new Centennial Manor in 

Bancroft and Hastings Manor in Belleville (the latter at a cost of about 

$33,000,000). In addition, the Hastings-Quinte Emergency Services 

Committee, which oversees Land Ambulance services, consists of elected 

representatives from Hastings County, Belleville, Quinte West, and Prince 

Edward County. 

 

Health Care 

 

Quinte Health Care Corporation is a cooperative venture, which 

includes Prince Edward County as well as Hastings. Created in 1998 as a 

single hospital with four interdependent sites serving all Quinte patients, it saw 

the amalgamation of Belleville General Hospital (which included the hospital 

in Bancroft), Prince Edward Memorial Hospital in Picton and Trenton 

Memorial Hospital. Adjacent to Centennial Manor, the Bancroft hospital is a 

brand new facility. The other hospitals are being modernized. 

The amalgamation of the four hospitals into a single unit has not been 

without problems. According to a report by Graham Scott, interim supervisor 

of Quinte Health Care in 2010, ―the combination of traditional community 

rivalry and local support for each hospital sparked substantial opposition to the 

merger of the hospitals – a situation not unique to the Quinte region.‖
21

 Scott 

was aware of fears among clients of the Picton and Trenton hospitals that there 

were ulterior motives to ―strip and close‖ the two sites. He maintained that the 

strengthening of programs and the unfolding of visions for these sites should 

lead to the suspicions disappearing. 

Although funding for operating hospitals comes largely from the 

province, local communities must raise funds for equipment. For several years, 

each local hospital has had a foundation for such a purpose. History was made 

in 2004 when, for the first time, the three hospital foundations – Trenton, 

Picton and Belleville – formed the Tri-County Healthcare Foundation and 
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Quinte Health Care Archives, Report to Health Minister Deb Matthews by Graham Scott, 

Supervisor, Quinte Health Care, March 12, 2010. 
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mounted a joint campaign to raise $10,000,000 to purchase and install cutting-

edge diagnostic equipment for Quinte Health Care. The hope was that the 

diagnostic equipment would provide better and faster treatment for citizens and 

attract doctors to the area. 

The campaign, known as ―Imagine‖ and chaired by Lyle Vanclief, was 

a decided success. Major municipal government pledges include Belleville 

$2,000,000, Hastings County $1,100,000, Quinte West $1,000,000, and Prince 

Edward County $750,000.
22

 Donations came from all areas and one of the 

largest was $500,000 from the Belleville General Hospital Auxiliary. 

Intelligencer reporter Brice McVicar wrote that the auxiliary‘s donation 

represented the proceeds from selling ―a lot of coffees, cookies and magazines.‖ 

In recent years, an acute shortage of doctors affected Hastings County. 

In 2005, county council established a Family Physician Recruitment Program 

to ―provide a $25,000 grant per year for six years to medical students while 

they complete their studies. In return, they agree to set up their practice in 

Hastings County for a minimum of five years.‖ 
23

 By August 2010, the county 

had attracted 12 medical students. Belleville followed the county‘s lead and 

was very successful in attracting 20 medical students, many of whom are now 

serving the citizens of the Belleville area. 

Quinte West residents continue to be very concerned about the future of 

services at Trenton Memorial Hospital, which serves a large catchment area, 

including Brighton. Faced with serious budget constraints, Quinte Health Care 

Corporation has considered reductions in the hospital‘s services, but the 

citizens continue to raise funds to support their hospital.  

In addition, several municipalities have helped establish medical 

centres (or clinics). These include Belleville, Quinte West, Madoc, Marmora, 

Tweed and Bancroft. As a result, the shortage of physicians has been 

dramatically reduced. 

A recent study compiled by the Canadian Institute for Health Education 

has shown that Quinte area hospitals are safer places in which to convalesce 

after major surgery than most across Canada.
24

 When it comes to patients 

dying in hospital following a major surgery, Quinte Health Care is rated at 5.8 

per 1,000, well below the national average of 9.2 per 1,000. The numbers are a 

dramatic improvement over 2009-2010, when the mortality rate at QHC was 

19.76 per 1,000 patients. 

The provincial government has mandated various changes for local 

hospitals. As of January 1, 2012, all hospitals in the province are subject to 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection. The legislation provides 
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Although part of Northumberland County, Brighton contributed $250,000 to the Imagine 

Campaign, because many Brighton area residents use the Trenton hospital. 
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Hastings County Press Release, August 26, 2010. 
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The Community Press, April 12, 2012. 
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public access to many hospital records and creates added protection for 

personal information held by the hospital. The act was seen as bringing a ―new 

era of transparency for Quinte Health Care.‖
25

 

Another important development means, ―More efficient and 

confidential cancer care is coming to Quinte.‖
26

 The-6,300 square-foot regional 

oncology centre at Belleville has opened near the hospital‘s main entrance on 

the third floor. According to medical oncologist, Dr. Roger Lévesque, the 

centre will bring more than just treatment to patients. ―It brings hope,‖ he said. 

The oncology centre was the first unit of the hospital‘s latest redevelopment 

project to open. 

 The exact future of health services in the county is uncertain. In recent 

years, the provincial government has faced ever-increasing expenditures for 

such services, due to a variety of reasons. Attempts to rein in these 

expenditures have not always been successful or appreciated by citizens who 

are concerned about their health. In the provincial election of 2018, 

Conservative leader Doug Ford promised ―efficiencies‖ everywhere to reduce 

Ontario‘s debt. He won the election. 

Depending upon your political view and knowledge of the provincial 

health system, the former Liberal Government (through the Ministry of Health 

and Long-Term Care) had either helped or hurt the health system with the 

introduction of Local Health Integration Networks (LHINs) in 2006. Hastings 

is part of the South East LHIN. The government felt decisions concerning 

planning, funding and integration of local health services in the area should be 

determined by local representatives. Formerly, these decisions had been made 

by ministerial staff in Toronto. 

Thanks to Dr. George Pearce and other medically minded researchers, a 

Belleville native and biochemist was recognized in November 2012 as an 

―unsung hero‖ of medicine. A ceremony at City Hall recognized Dr. James 

Bertram Collip (1892-1965) for his expertise in helping Drs. Banting, Best and 

Macleod discover and purify insulin for the treatment of diabetes. In the 

process, Dr. Pearce financed extensive personal research in western Canada. 

Subsequently, members of Heritage Belleville and the Hastings County 

Historical Society were successful in  persuading the Ontario government to 

approve the placement of an historical plaque near the Belleville Public 

Library and council has determined that November 20 will be known as Dr. 

Collip Day in future. 

A further memorial recognizing the work of Dr. Collip was unveiled on 

the Waterfront Trail in October, 2021. The $150,000 marker was funded 

through provate donations and the City of Belleville. 
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The Bancroft Times, January 5, 2012. 
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The Community Press, July 12, 2012. 
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Meanwhile, public health services for the two cities and the two 

counties come under the Hastings and Prince Edward Counties Board of 

Health. In 2012, the board took steps to consolidate its operations. ―After years 

of debate, studies and false starts,‖ the members of the health unit directed Dr. 

Richard Schabas, their medical officer of health, to hire a design architect. The 

original plan was to expand their North Park Street building (built in 1986) by 

6,000 square feet and move staff from their rented space on Millennium 

Parkway. The renovated office space would provide room for up to 90 more 

staff.
27

 When the board approved its 2012 budget, Dr. Schabas indicated that 

the most that municipalities would be asked to pay was 1.9 per cent more – a 

very modest increase. He added that next year the increase would ―hit them 

right between the eyes‖, as the province was downloading certain costs. For 

example, the province would ask them to pick up 25 per cent of the cost of 

monitoring small drinking water systems.
28

 

Despite serious concerns expressed by two council-appointed board 

members, the majority approved the new building, which towered over the 

now-demolished former health unit. 

 

Children‟s Aid Societies 

 

On April 1, 2012, the Hastings Children‘s Aid Society and the 

Children‘s Aid Society of Northumberland amalgamated to form Highland 

Shores Children‘s Aid. All current office locations remained the same – 

Belleville, Cobourg, North Hastings (Bancroft), and Quinte West. Initially, 

negotiations to include the Prince Edward County CAS in the partnership were 

unsuccessful. However, unfortunate difficulties within the Prince Edward 

County CAS led to the announcement late in 2012 that it would be merging 

with the Highland Shores CAS effective April 1, 2013.   

The amalgamation of the Hastings and Northumberland Children‘s Aid 

Societies was an opportunity for two First Nations chiefs to express their views. 

Chief R. James Marsden of the Alderville First Nations expressed his hope that 

the amalgamation would benefit First Nations children, but expressed concern 

that the traditions and customs of these children might be ignored. He noted 

that there has to be a different process of finding families for First Nations 

foster children because ―they want their culture.‖
29

 Chief R. Donald Maracle of 

the Bay of Quinte Mohawks expressed similar concerns, noting that chiefs are 

concerned about the rising number of First Nations children in foster homes. 
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The Community Press, March 22, 2012. 
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The Community Press, March 22, 2012. 
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http://www.qnetnews.ca/?p=8577, article for QNetNews.ca by Amanda Monahan, 

29/03/2012. 

http://www.qnetnews.ca/?p=8577
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On April 13, 2011, representatives of the Mohawks of the Bay of 

Quinte and the Hastings Children‘s Aid Society (HCAS) signed a renewal of 

their Memorandum of Understanding. It provides for the HCAS and Mohawk 

Family Services working together ―when there is a concern about the 

protection of a child both on and off the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory, when 

the family has been identified as having Native Ancestry.‖
30

 

 

More Cooperation 

 

Tweed, Stirling-Rawdon, Deseronto, Tyendinaga and Madoc 

Townships (with a combined population of approximately 17,000) entered into 

a joint building services agreement, whereby they share a Chief Building 

Official and Building Inspector, a sign of increased cooperation among local 

municipalities. Similarly, effective July 7, 2014, By-law Enforcement Officer 

Gord Leaver was appointed to serve in that capacity in Tweed as well as 

Madoc Township.   

Tweed cooperates in tourist promotion with the Land O‘Lakes Tourist 

Association and Destination Comfort Country. The latter group links Stirling, 

Madoc, Marmora and Tweed. 

Waste management has been another important and sometimes 

contentious issue. The Centre and South Hastings Waste Management Board, a 

joint venture of Belleville, Trenton, and several county municipalities, operated 

through the 1990s in an effort to find a suitable landfill site for local garbage. 

Despite major financial assistance from the provincial government, local 

efforts were unsuccessful, largely because of opposition by adjacent residents 

to any proposed dumpsite. Three possible sites in south Hastings were 

identified and studied. However, potential costs and liability issues finally 

convinced the member municipalities that it would be impossible to develop a 

local landfill.   

Fortunately, a group of county municipalities was very successful in 

setting up the Centre and South Hastings Recycling Board, which, thanks to 

the expertise of environmental expert Bob Argue and others, became a model 

for municipalities throughout the province. 

Today, the Centre and South Hastings Waste Services Board, whichnow 

includes the County of Prince Edward, administers Quinte Waste Solutions. It 

operates a successful Blue Box recycling program, Hazardous Waste 

Collection programs, and programs to divert organic materials (including food 

scraps, leaves and brush) from landfill. To encourage recycling and limit the 

amount of waste going to landfill, the Recycling Board promoted a ‗bag tag‘ 

system. Residents pay for disposing of garbage by affixing a sticker to each 
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Hastings Children‘s Aid Society, News Release April 12, 2011. 
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bag or lift. Originally, bag tags cost a minimum of a dollar (three dollars in 

2022) and Sidney Township and Belleville were among the first local 

municipalities to adopt the system. Currently, following the successful 

completion of pilot projects in parts of both Belleville and Quinte West with 

respect to compost collection, the system is in the process of being expanded. 

Research has shown that it is cheaper to compost than it is to bury leaf, yard, 

and kitchen waste. Meanwhile, the search for an ideal regional landfill site 

and/or alternative method of waste disposal for material that cannot be 

recycled or composted continues. 

Local municipalities also have cooperated in such agencies as Quinte 

Conservation and Lower Trent Conservation and programs including the Bay 

of Quinte Remedial Action Plan Restoration Council. The objective of the 

Remedial Action Plan (RAP) is to clean up the Bay of Quinte, a 254-square-

kilometre body of water that the International Joint Commission in 1986 

officially declared to be polluted. Closely related to the work of the restoration 

council is the Bay of Quinte Fisheries Management Plan (BQFMP). Launched 

in December 2005 by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, its primary 

goal is ―to ensure that the fish communities within the Bay of Quinte are 

sustainable into the future and that they continue to provide a world-class 

resource.‖ Water quality continues to be improved.   

Given the number of issues that affect the counties of Hastings and 

Prince Edward and the cities of Belleville and Quinte West, the wardens, 

mayors and chief administrative officers of the four municipalities meet from 

time to time to discuss issues of mutual concern. The organization is known as 

the Quinte Executive. In addition, the mayors of Quinte West, Belleville and 

other separated cities (from Peterborough east) helped form the Eastern 

Ontario Mayors Committee in 2006. The following year, membership was 

extended to the cities‘ CAOs. The group meets to discuss common issues and 

ways of encouraging economic growth. 

The Quinte Executive was followed by the creation of the Eastern 

Ontario Wardens‘ Caucus (EOWC). This is a group of eleven Eastern Ontario 

counties and two single-tier municipalities, working in con-junction with the 

provincial and federal government to promote the region. The 13 

municipalities have committed themselves ―to work tirelessly to improve the 

wellbeing of Eastern Ontario by engaging local politicians and our residents, 

and fostering cooperation at all levels of government in order to continue the 

momentum.‖
31

 One of the group‘s major accomplishments has been to support 

the Eastern Ontario Regional Broadband Network project for high-speed 

service access throughout Hastings County and the rest of Eastern Ontario. 
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Hastings County Council continues to stress economic development. Its 

current program is based on a major 2008 document ―produced in-house by 

county staff … involving countless hours of data analysis, consultations and 

interviews involving more than 130 stakeholders.‖
32

 

Regional economic cooperation is evident in the work of several 

important organizations, including the Trenval Business Development 

Corporation, the Quinte Economic Development Commission (QEDC), and 

the Ontario East Economic Development Commission (OEEDC). 

Trenval is a Community Futures Development Corporation, one of 64 

in Ontario funded by the Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern 

Ontario (Fed Dev. Ontario). Its mandate is to encourage job creation by 

supporting small businesses. From 1987 to August 2012, Trenval has provided 

over 600 loans totalling nearly $23,000,000 and helped create more than 2,500 

jobs for the local economy.
33

 It is co-located with seven other agencies in the 

Pioneer Building on the Loyalist College Campus and provides free services to 

anybody looking for general information relating to business. Other agencies 

housed in the Quinte Business Development Centre (QBDC) include the 

Quinte Economic Development Commission (QEDC) and the Ontario Ministry 

of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA). In the summer of 2012, 

the Quinte Business Development Centre ―expanded to provide growth 

opportunities for its current partner agencies as well as to attract as many as 

three more related partners. This is an economic cluster that is having an 

amazing impact on economic development initiatives throughout the Quinte 

Region.‖ 
34

   

Not only did Trenval initiate the establishment of the Quinte Economic 

Development Commission, but also it has representation on its board. Similarly, 

a QEDC representative sits on Trenval‘s board, thereby maintaining close ties 

between the two organizations. ―The mission of the QEDC is two-fold: 1) To 

encourage the growth and diversification of those industries and commercial 

businesses now established in the area; and 2) To market the Quinte Region in 

order to attract new sectorally-targeted firms to locate in the community.‖
35

 

Among advantages it promotes in efforts to attract businesses, QEDC lists an 

existing industrial base of more than 400 companies, excellent transportation 

facilities, low costs of highly skilled workers, and an excellent quality of life 

including ―an inviting blend of the finest urban and rural features.‖ So 

successful has the Quinte Economic Development Commission been, that Site 

Selection magazine‘s annual ranking in the summer of 2012 listed it as one of 
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Hastings County, A Future Full of Potential: An Economic Development Action Plan for 

Hastings County, 2009-2012.    
33

http://www.qbdc.ca/Our Partners/About Trenval.aspx March 16, 2012. 
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E-mail, Bruce Davis, Trenval executive director, to Gerry Boyce, Aug. 17, 2012. 
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E-mail, Chris King, Chief Executive Officer, QEDC, to Gerry Boyce, Aug. 23, 2012. 
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41 
   

the top groups of its kind in Canada – in the company of Calgary, Edmonton 

and Saskatoon. 

The QEDC is an example of a municipal partnership, with Belleville, 

Quinte West and Brighton as the partners. In recent years, ―its Food and 

Beverage Training Series and the integrated Workforce Development Series 

have obtained $6 million for internships and training rebates for local 

manufacturers.‖
36

 The three municipal councils contributed about 80 per cent 

of the commission‘s $320,000 annual budget in 2012 while various 

government programs make up the balance. QEDC also established the 

Manufacturing Resource Centre. To date, the Manufacturing Resource Centre 

‗has helped manufacturers to secure over $23,000,000 in government funding 

to facilitate over $148,000,000 in expansion and new investment.‖ A recent 

target market study indicated that this area is a major force with which to be 

reckoned in the food-processing sector and could attract food industries 

looking to move outside the Toronto area. 

Local counties promote some agricultural-related products. A 2010 

‗Invest in Cheese‘ program saw Frontenac, Hastings, Lennox and Addington, 

and Prince Edward counties join together to launch ‗Cheese Sunday.‘ It was a 

collaborative effort seeking to attract investment in the growing artisan cheese 

industry, by using twitter and other forms of social media. Meanwhile, dairying, 

cattle, soybeans, corn and eggs remain the principal farm cash products. 

Likewise, regional cooperation is evident in the fact that several Quinte 

Business Development Centre partners and many other economic development 

practitioners in eastern Ontario are members of the OEEDC formed in 1988. 

This commission promotes Eastern Ontario and its more than 200 communities 

as an area for investment. 

The Community Development Council of Quinte is another example of 

cooperation. In 2014, staff and supporters of this agency celebrated its 25
th

 

anniversary. Serving residents of both Hastings and Prince Edward County, its 

mission is to improve people‘s quality of life and health by reducing poverty 

through research, partnerships, programs and services. 

 

Cooperation in the North 

 

While the groups centred in the Pioneer Building deal mainly with the 

southern sections of Hastings and adjacent counties, the Community Futures 

Development Corporation of North & Central Hastings and South Algonquin 

deals with the northern and central areas. Several projects have been funded 

through the Eastern Ontario Local Initiatives Program, collaborating with local 

municipalities and/or non-profit organizations. For example, in 2004-2005, the 
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program was involved with the Madoc Town Square Project, Bancroft (as 

revealed in TVOntario‘s ―Most Talented Town in Ontario contest), the Centre 

Hastings Skate Park, Marmora and District‘s Sno‘Fest and murals project, the 

Tweed Heritage Centre, and the BRAVO and BRAVO ENCORE economic 

development conferences in north Hastings. A planning committee 

representing community partners throughout the region organized the BRAVO 

conferences. Their aim was to further economic growth in conjunction with 

long-term sustainability of economic initiatives in the area. BRAVO stands for 

the ―Bancroft Region Achievements, Visions and Opportunities.‖ 

North Hastings‘ seven municipalities have banded together to discuss 

the future of economic development initiatives for the area. The three 

municipalities in North Hastings with the most developed downtown cores 

(Bancroft, Hastings Highlands, and Wollaston Township) established the North 

Hastings Economic Development Committee (NHEDC). Now they are 

reaching out to Faraday, Limerick, Carlow/Mayo, and Tudor and Cashel to join 

in a regional approach to promoting and developing the area. 

 

Links in Education 

 

Likewise, there are closer links in education. The public school systems 

of Hastings and Prince Edward counties combined to form the Hastings and 

Prince Edward District School Board. The Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic 

District School Board administers the Roman Catholic schools in Hastings, 

Prince Edward, Lennox and Addington and Frontenac counties from its 

headquarters in Napanee. Tri-Board Transportation Services Inc., a student-

busing consortium incorporated on November 1, 2006, organizes school bus 

transportation. In September 2005, the Hastings and Prince Edward District 

School Board organized staggered bell times and optimized bus routes to the 

majority of its schools with the exception of its schools in North Hastings. 

These measures helped to reduce costs. 

Cooperative ventures have benefited the citizens of Hastings County in 

a great variety of activities ranging from health services and childcare to waste 

management. 
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9. A 9-1-1 County 

. . . we know where you live . . . 

 

The decision in the 1990s to introduce the emergency 9-1-1 telephone 

system throughout the county had many benefits. All roads in the county 

received distinct names, eliminating duplications wherever possible. This 

improved the speed with which emergency services (police, fire, and 

ambulance) could be dispatched. Prior to this, if someone made an emergency 

call and said that he lived on the second concession in a frame house near a 

large barn, there could be a problem, because there were many second 

concession roads in many townships, many frame houses and many large barns. 

Now travellers on a country road can easily locate the house they seek because 

it has a number sign on a clearly named road. 

Credit is due to several people for promoting 9-1-1, including Doug 

Crosbie, a former Belleville police chief and city alderman/councillor. It was in 

the bowels of the Belleville Police Headquarters that the idea of a 9-1-1 

emergency service was first floated. One of the County planners most directly 

involved in the project was Paul Walsh. For nine months, he travelled every 

public and private road in the county, often by himself, measuring distances 

between buildings and plotting this data on maps so that local officials (such as 

firefighters) could erect number posts. Working out of Belleville, he often put 

in ―twelve hour days with ten minute lunches‖ especially while working in 

north Hastings. Fortunately, he worked on the Old Hastings Road during 

winter, when frozen ground and streams allowed his four-wheel drive vehicle 

to access abandoned sections of that road. 

Walsh is arguably the only person to have first-hand knowledge of 

every road in the county. He is also the first person to admit that his fieldwork 

would not have been possible without the efforts of others, notably Patrick 

Ralph. While Walsh was in the field, Ralph was in the office doing the early 

planning and mapping work. This work took more time than the fieldwork and 

the resulting maps made the emergency services feasible on a day-to-day basis. 

Effective February 1, 2010, the next phase of enhancement for all 

cellular phones was introduced, as mandated by the Canadian Radio Television 

and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC). The enhanced service gives 

Emergency Service Providers (police, fire and ambulance) the longitude and 

latitude from which a cellular call is placed. Callers still are expected to 

provide as much detailed information about their location as possible. A survey 

indicated that the number of calls from municipalities has remained quite 

consistent: Belleville 46 per cent, Quinte West and CFB Trenton 27 per cent, 

and County of Hastings 27 per cent. 
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Since Hastings/Quinte 9-1-1 began in 2004, the number of calls has 

increased by 3-7 per cent annually. Unfortunately, there were still dead zones 

for cellular coverage in some rural areas.
37

 

The county‘s planning and development department produces a 9-1-1 

Road Name Atlas showing every road throughout the county and the cities of 

Quinte West and Belleville. 

Hastings County‘s 9-1-1 mission statement neatly sums up the program 

when it says that the service ―is a cornerstone of public safety as a primary 

contact between our citizens and emergency services and is committed to 

providing an efficient, effective and compassionate servicefor its community 

members and partners.‖ 

Since November 2011, residents of Hastings and Prince Edward 

counties are also able to participate in a hotline of a different type. By dialling 

just three digits – 2-1-1 – they can learn about local social and community 

services, thanks to a program operated with funding from the Ontario 

government. Operators take calls around the clock and use information from 

the Community Key directory prepared by Volunteer and Information Quinte 

to direct callers to the appropriate social or community service. 
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Information on 9-1-1 developments was provided by Collette Tanner, the 9-1-1 coordinator 

for Hastings County, October 17, 2012.    
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10. Economic Growth and Development 

. . . changes in new and old ventures . . . 

 

There have been significant changes – both negative and positive – in 

the county‘s economic life. 

A number of the major industries and businesses of 1967 have closed. 

Notable examples included the uranium mines of the Bancroft area, the 

Marmoraton Iron Mine at Marmora and Belleville industries such as Corbin 

Lock and Mead Johnson (famous for many years as the manufacturer of 

Pablum). Some businesses moved their operations elsewhere; for example the 

Canada Cement Company from Point Anne, the Bata Shoe Company from 

Batawa, and the Corby Distillery from Corbyville (after the production of 

spirits ceased there in 1991).
38

 

Other businesses changed their roles. In Belleville, Stewart Warner 

switched from manufacturing and distribution to distribution alone and Nortel 

(known earlier as Northern Electric) changed from manufacturing to research 

and development.  After Nortel experienced serious financial problems, lost 

money nearly every year for the decade commencing 1998, and filed for 

protection from creditors, Industry Canada approved the acquisition of Nortel‘s 

enterprise unit by Avaya, a New Jersey-based company. The Ontario 

government then announced a $5,000,000 investment to help strengthen the 

company‘s R&D capabilities in Belleville.  Meanwhile, former Nortel 

employees were left to ponder the ongoing ―fraud trials of three former 

executives at Canada‘s bankrupt Nortel Networks … a decade after one of the 

most spectacular bursts of the 1990s‘ dot-com bubble.‖ The trial was a long 

one, concluding in 2012 when the executives were found to be innocent of the 

charges.
39

 As of May, 2014, the value of Nortel‘s remaining assets was 

estimated at $7,300,000,000 and there were some 16,000 documents to be 

presented at the trial.
40

 As of early 2015, the courts were still trying to 

determine how much of Nortel‘s remaining resources would be set aside to 

provide for the former workers‘ pensions. In 2017 the courts approved a plan 

for Nortel to distribute $7 billion among creditors. 

 

Mining and Related Industries 

  

Mining continues to play an important role in Hastings County. From 

time to time, local newspapers report on potential mining prospects. 
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The story of Corby‘s Distillery has been told in entertaining fashion by Davin de 

Kergommeaux in Canadian Whisky: the Portable Expert (Toronto: McLelland & Stewart, 

2012). 
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The Community Press, January 26, 2012. 
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Toronto Star, May 13, 2014.   
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Prospecting for graphite has been of special interest recently; some 1,000 

claims were filed recently in a single year, because of the demand for graphite 

for batteries. In 2001, the press reported on a gold discovery in the Coe Hill 

area and Limerick Mine and Lac Minerals remained interested in nickel and 

copper deposits near Ormsby. There are aggregate producers in the county 

providing road and building materials. Danford Construction of Madoc has 

explored in Elzevir, seeking trap rock for road construction and the talc and 

marble mines in the Madoc area remain important. However, claims of 

diamond discoveries at the Lydia Diamond Mine are questionable and the gold 

rush of the 1860s, revived as recently as the 1980s with Mono Gold Mines of 

Vancouver Inc., has faded to a great degree. 

Mines don‘t last forever. In 2010 the talc mine at Madoc was closed by 

the owners after a fatal mining accident. The mine had been continuously 

operating since talc was discovered on the site in 1881. Formerly known as the 

Henderson Mine and the Conley Mine, it was later owned by Canada Talc and 

was closed by Sherritt International. The site has been rehabilitated. 

In 2012, the Ontario Geological Survey issued a major document 

summarizing mineral exploration, discoveries and production for southern 

Ontario from earliest times to the present.
41

 The report covered 19 current sites 

in Hastings County including 15 operating mines/quarries, two operating mills 

and two stone quarries.  One of the major sites is the Dingman Prospect near 

Malone, several kilometres north of the historic Deloro mines, which produced 

about 14,000 ounces of gold prior to 1908. The ‗new‘ discovery of gold in 

1985 led Noranda Exploration to acquire the property in 1986 and carry out 

surface exploration followed by diamond drilling in 1987 and 1988. Noranda 

estimated that there were 8,500,000 tons grading 0.043 ounces gold per ton, 

―significantly more gold than the total of all past production in south-eastern 

Ontario.‖ In 2010, Upper Canada Gold Corporation acquired the mineral rights 

to the Dingman property. Test drill holes indicated a potential for 200,000 to 

450,000 ounces of gold. 

Other recent gold mining ventures include Union Glory Gold Company 

with about 1,000 hectares of mining claims in the Tudor-Grimsthorpe area, and 

Crown William Mining Corporation with 200 mining claims covering about 

55,500 acres in the Tudor-Cashel area. In 2011, Crown William Mining also 

purchased ―100 per cent of a B.C. company owning two mining leases and a 

patented lot comprising more than 250 additional acres near Bannockburn. 

According to the 2011 Report (page 21), this new acquisition (the 

‗Bannockburn‘ project) covers the Mono gold prospect, which was the site of 
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Petroleum Resources Centre; Ontario Geological Survey, Open File Report 6277, 72p. 
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advanced gold exploration during the 1980s and 1990s...‖  Exploration on 

surrounding lands is anticipated. 

The nine concluding tables of the 2011 Report highlight the history of 

local mining history. They provide lists of the major gold, fluorite, iron, 

magnetite, titanium and uranium mines with information on locations, 

operating years, tons milled, ounces produced and mineral grade.   

The search for minerals in the local area is helped by the presence at 

Tweed of the Regional Office of the Resident Geologist for Southern Ontario, 

the only such office south of the French River. The Tweed office also maintains 

a large storage compound for drill core samples.   

Not all of the county‘s historic mines are easily forgotten. The Ontario 

Ministry of the Environment has undertaken a long-term program to contain 

contaminants (including arsenic) from the former Deloro Mine and industrial 

site on the Moira River. Deloro residents and those downstream along the river 

and Moira Lake have a vital interest in the success of this work. Also, at the 

old Sulphide Mine, near Tweed, Allied Chemical Company of New Jersey had 

to install reinforced concrete rings and caps (with the appearance of flying 

saucers) in 1992 to close off three shafts that had opened up. Similar safety 

steps have been taken at other mine sites. The closure of one mine – the 

MacDonald Feldspar Mine in Hastings Highlands – was delayed for more than 

six months until the summer of 2012, to allow for alternative proposals to save 

the site. The mineral community had hoped to preserve entry to the mine, 

where Dr. H.V. Ellsworth identified the first radioactive minerals found in 

Canada in 1925. The entrance to the main chamber had changed very little 

since the mine closed in 1935. However, the cost of making the site hazard-

free quashed any other plans from the community and the entrance was closed.  

In addition, despite the expenditure of several million dollars on site 

cleanup, the former Bakelite Plant at Belleville remains a major environmental 

concern and charges were laid in 2006 against Jim Sinclair, an owner who is 

accused of disturbing toxic materials on the site. Resulting fines have not been 

paid and the county is still seeking payment of fines totalling many hundreds 

of thousands of dollars. Today, new owners are hoping to erect 600 residential 

units on the site. In 2022, the City of Belleville acquired the wetlands along the 

shore of the Bay of Quinte. 

Certainly mining has played an important role in the history of 

Hastings County. Rising international prices for various minerals (including 

uranium) could lead to renewed interest in Hastings‘ mineral resources. 

However, mining is only one of the many types of businesses that have 

promoted the county‘s economic development. 
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The Forestry Industry 

  

Our forests have played a major role in the county‘s development. The 

Gilmour Company of Trenton and the Rathbun Company of Deseronto were 

leading lumber giants in the nineteenth century. Production peaked in the 

1870s and the last river drive on the Moira was in 1907. In the mid 20
th

 century, 

reforestation became an important role of Ontario‘s Conservation Authorities 

and new forests were planted in several parts of the county. 

Leading lumber companies include Chisholm Lumber of Roslin. The 

Chisholm Lumber Group of Companies is noted for its annual auction sale at 

its Roslin site, where two modern sawmills – one completely updated in 

August 2012 – produce a large quantity of timber products. The mill has been 

operated by six generations of the Chisholm family since William Fraser 

Chisholm acquired it in 1857. A plaque commemorating this history was 

placed on the site in 2018 by the Hastings County Historical Society. 

Ten miles north of Madoc on Highway 62, Murphy Lumber is a 

specialized provider of white pine for the timber framing and log home trade. 

The Murphy family has been involved in the lumbering industry in the county 

for four generations. 

Gaylord Hardwood Flooring of Tweed, a division of Gaylord Forest 

Products Ltd. of Tweed, is known for its quality hardwood floors. Established 

in 1985, the company has shipped to several countries including Algeria, Hong 

Kong, Spain and the United States. Its products, available in a variety of woods, 

are said to feature ―the longest lengths and toughest finish‖ in the flooring 

market. 

 

Homebuilding 

 

Although the area‘s population has not increased dramatically, the 

home building industry has boomed. Membership in the Quinte Homebuilders 

Association, established in 1959, includes 160 builders, suppliers, trade 

contractors and service professionals. To belong to the association, members 

pay annual fees which also give them membership in the Ontario and Canadian 

associations. The association sponsors the annual Quinte Home and Lifestyle 

Show, a very popular event with many special presentations. 

 

 

Shipbuilding 

 

A once-thriving Quinte industry, shipbuilding was revived at Point 

Anne (now part of Belleville). Cartier Construction Company began operations 

in 1990 and built Maid of the Mist VII, an 80-foot, 600-passenger vessel, for 
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service at Niagara Falls. Once built, the boat was disassembled into a dozen 

pieces and trucked down into the Niagara gorge for final assembly. After 

McNally Construction Marine Division took over the operation, workers built 

the Wenonah II, a 127-foot replica of a steamer that plied the Muskokas in the 

early 1900s. The company transported the Wenonah‘s components to 

Gravenhurst for assembly there. McNally Construction also built a deep lake 

heating/cooling system for downtown Toronto, including the Air Canada 

Centre. Five-foot-diameter sections of pipe, some over 5,000 feet in length 

were constructed at Point Anne and moved by tugboats through the Murray 

Canal and Lake Ontario to the site off Toronto Island. The Point Anne 

operations closed a few years ago. 

The Belleville Marine Yards Limited was an earlier boat building 

company. For six years, circa 1970, Ian Morch owned and operated the yards 

on the Dundas Street West property where the Harbour Club was later located. 

The company manufactured fibreglass corvette, frigate, and crusader yachts, 

80 per cent of which were sold in the USA. In 2012, the site changed hands 

and residents look forward to new development. 

 

Growing Businesses 

 

Some family businesses have expanded. In 1984, Reid‘s Dairy moved 

from its Parker Street location in Belleville to a much larger location at the 

corner of Bell Boulevard and Sidney Street. It soon became famous for its 

Loonie Milkshakes ($1), its varieties of ice cream, the children‘s fun farm, and 

the Princess in the Tower. Reid‘s marked its 100
th

 birthday in the summer of 

2010 with a major celebration. 

McDougall Insurance Brokers Limited is another success story. In 1946, 

the company occupied a small upstairs office across from Belleville City Hall. 

Today the company has branch offices throughout eastern Ontario. 

W&R Greenley Booksellers was considered a third success story until 

2012. Begun in 1980 by Bill and Ruth Greenley, the company became one of 

eastern Ontario‘s largest independent bookstores, stocking more than 15,000 

titles. The store‘s basement held much of Belleville‘s early history. It was the 

original shop for Henry Corby‘s bakeshop, prior to his move to Corbyville, 

where he opened a distillery, one of the area‘s key industries. The basement has 

been opened for tours for visitors on special occasions, such as Doors Open 

Belleville. Greenley‘s store closed at the end of 2012, marking the end of an 

important literary era. 

Fast food restaurants continue to thrive. Whereas there were a few such 

restaurants in the county in 1967, the number has increased dramatically. The 

Tim Hortons‘ chain has been particularly successful. New drive-thru Tim 

Hortons opened recently in Bancroft, Belleville, Madoc, Marmora and Tweed. 
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There has been some change in the ownership of local industry. 

Although many major industries (for example Procter and Gamble in Belleville) 

are American owned, there is an increasing amount of ownership from South 

Korea (for example Halla Climate). 

Procter and Gamble recently completed a $40,000,000 expansion of its 

Belleville plant, first opened in 1975 to produce disposable diapers. The 

Ontario government contributed five percent of the cost under the Rural 

Economic Development program to support the creation of new jobs and skills 

development. This added a hundred employees, bringing total staff to more 

than 700. The company currently manufactures Always® for the North 

American market. 

 Sears Warehouse and Call Centre on East College Street was a major 

employer, with 1,700 or more employees at peak times. It was eastern 

Canada‘s distribution centre for Sears‘ catalogues and offered 24-hour, 

bilingual service. As well, Sears was an anchor store in the Quinte Mall. 

However, the entire Sears chain closed in 2017. 

In 2007, Kellogg Canada built a 205,080 square foot, $100-million 

high-performance facility on College Street East. It was the first new Kellogg 

North American manufacturing plant opened in more than 20 years. The plant 

manufactures the company‘s popular Mini-Wheat brand of breakfast cereals. In 

March 2011, the company announced that it would be adding a $43,000,000 

expansion. 

Vantage Foods is another new Belleville company, which has received 

provincial government financial assistance and provided 150 new jobs. To 

establish its business locally, the company invested $20,000,000 in the plant 

that wraps, prices and prepares raw meat for sale in grocery stores. Other 

growing businesses include Triangle Fluid Controls, which is gearing up for a 

new building. 

Among major plants with long local histories are Stephens-Adamson, 

Parmalat/Black Diamond Cheese, and Deloro Stellite Inc. Stephens-Adamson, 

founded in Illinois in 1901, opened a wholly-owned subsidiary in Belleville in 

1927 to provide only the highest quality components in the conveying industry. 

The plant has closed and was demolished in the fall of 2018. 

Black Diamond Cheese Limited is a Canadian cheese manufacturing 

company established by Robert F. Hart, a manager of a New York State cheese 

company who moved to Canada in 1933 and founded Belleville Cheddar 

Cheese Limited. His aim was to encourage the export of Canadian cheddar to 

the British market. When the cheese was dipped in hot wax to prevent the 

growth of mould and reduce shrinkage, the wax immediately turned black. 

Because the product was considered ‗a Diamond‘ among cheese for flavour, it 

was known as ‗Black Diamond.‘ It became the first brand name cheddar in 

Canada. In 1997, Parmalat Canada, whose roots in Canada go back over 120 
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years, purchased the Black Diamond Cheese plant and other brands, making it 

one of Canada‘s largest food companies. 

Deloro Stellite Incorporated – acquired early in 2012 by Kennametal – 

traces its origins to the Deloro area of Hastings County and the Gold Rush of 

the late 1860s. It produces stellite (a cobalt base) and nickel-base wear-and-

corrosion resistant alloy parts. The Belleville plant was built in 1956 and 

expanded by 50 per cent in 1968. Related business was brought to the plant 

from Kokomo, Indiana, in 1983 and 1986. 

Another major company that has not survived locally is the Mead 

Johnson plant of 1927 that for many years produced baby foods (including the 

legendary Pablum).  The building is now the site of Bioniche Life Sciences Inc. 

Bioniche is described as ―the largest vaccine-making plant in Canada.‖ The 

company‘s ―principal vaccine is intended to reduce the levels of E. coli in 

water, food and the environment, cutting the risk of human infection – which 

can kill.‖
42

 Several federal and provincial agencies helped fund the plant. In 

April 2011, Bioniche unveiled a major new vaccine-manufacturing facility that 

was added to the original building. 

Among the many smaller specialty plants with a national reputation are 

W.T. Hawkins Limited and Reid‘s Dairy. Described as ―the man who invented 

one of the most beloved snack foods of all times,‖ the late Jim Marker moved 

the Hawkins plant to Belleville in the 1950s after fire destroyed the factory in 

Tweed.
43

 From a nondescript plant on Pinnacle Street with no exterior 

identifying sign, the company manufactures Hawkins Cheezies and ships the 

product across Canada. 

Celebrants in Eastern Canada get a big bang from one Quinte West 

business. From a 66,000 square foot facility, near the Trent River, Mystical 

Distribution Company Ltd. sells fireworks of every description. Its business is 

wholesale; Mystical sells to small and large retailers from across Ontario 

through to the East Coast, and sometimes into Manitoba. The irony of the 

company‘s location is that it stands near the site of the munitions plant that 

exploded near the end of the First World War.  

―In terms of the manufacturing sector,‖ Chris King, chief executive 

officer of the QEDC, notes, ―this region has held its own and experienced 

positive growth over the past number of years.‖ He points to encouraging 

developments at Belleville and Quinte West, including significant downtown 

redevelopments. Moreover, CFB Trenton is where the ―big news … is the $860 

million in new infrastructure developments (hangars, buildings etc)‖ and the 

purchase of new planes, including the Globemaster.
44
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In August 2012, the provincial legislature passed Bill 11 called the 

Attractive Investment and Supporting Jobs Act. Supported by Ontario Liberals 

and NDP members of the Legislature, the bill made the Eastern Ontario 

Economic Development Fund permanent. Passage was supported by local 

municipal leaders including Mayors Neil Ellis of Belleville and John Williams 

of Quinte West. Companies that had accessed the previous temporary fund to 

develop their businesses included Vantage Foods and Autosystems. 

While there are few large government offices in the county, there are 

several thousand employees in government departments or agencies. These 

include CFB Trenton (approximately 3,000 military and civilian employees), 

education (school boards, private schools, Loyalist College and Sir James 

Whitney School for the Deaf)), local government (the County employs more 

than 600), and Quinte Health Care Corporation (1,300 employees in three 

county hospitals). 

Concerned about outside ownership, more than 50 retail businesses in 

the Belleville area set up a ―Buy Locally Owned‖ group. It promotes and 

encourages locally owned business in a variety of ways, including sponsoring 

Belleville‘s Canada Day celebrations since 2005. 

 

Agriculture 

  

Agriculture remains an important county industry. Since 1989, the 

annual Hastings County Plowing Match and Farm Show has highlighted local 

agriculture. The show has grown from a handful of exhibits to over 200 

exhibits of agricultural products and services. The two-day event is held in 

various locations throughout southern Hastings and features equipment 

demonstrations, antique displays, and quality crafts, as well as tractor and 

antique tractor competitions. The horse plowing competitions are extremely 

popular. Most of the team of directors and volunteers has been with the show 

for nearly all of the 25 years and the show sticks to its philosophy, ―produced 

for farmers, by farmers.‖ 

The Coe Hill Agricultural Fair is one of the most successful fairs in the 

county. Started in 1882, it continues to be extremely successful. Early spectator 

events were mainly horse races that ―started at the town hall and ran down the 

main street to the cenotaph and back.‖ Some early fairgoers are reported to 

have joked, ―They‘ll have a cow and a pumpkin, the cow will eat the pumpkin, 

and then everyone will go home.‖
45

 

Although agriculture has changed greatly since pioneer days, farmers 

today face many of the same problems faced by their ancestors. For example, 

early in 2006, Tom and Eva Sundberg who raised sheep in Hastings Highlands, 
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just north of Maynooth, witnessed a wolf take down one of their sheep, in 

broad daylight. The Sundbergs reported that in recent months they had lost 23 

breeders and 70 sheep altogether. Eva explained that, ―if a ewe is killed that 

has lambs, the lambs die later, because the other ewes don‘t mother them.‖ The 

Sundbergs considered getting two llamas to protect the sheep and friends tried 

to hunt down the predators, but without success. As a result, they gave up 

sheep raising. In 2012, resident Jack Urban reported that there were plenty of 

wolf and coyote tracks on the property and many bears, but no deer. 

 Unfortunately, the number of local dairies has declined – Reid‘s of 

Belleville is the principal remaining one. In addition, there are fewer cheese 

factories. The famous Eldorado plant closed a few years ago and the Harold 

Cheese factory burned. Only the Ivanhoe, Maple Dale and Saputo ones remain. 

Ivanhoe Cheese Inc, in operation since 1870, is reputed to be the oldest 

independent cheese operation in Canada. Maple Dale Cheese (originally 

known as the Zion Cheese Factory) celebrated its centennial in 1988. Parmalat 

Black Diamond continues to operate a large cheese processing plant and a 

distribution centre in Belleville. 

 Meanwhile the British Empire Cheese Competition, established in 

1928 by the Central Ontario Cheesemakers Association when there were 

dozens of cheese producers between Toronto and Ottawa, is still held each fall 

at Belleville. 

Hastings is famous for other agricultural products. Near Stirling, 

Gonzalo and Diane Wilson operate Wilson Apiaries and produce a variety of 

honeys, hand creams, lip balms and dried flowers which they sell at Belleville 

and Kingston farmers markets. Gonzalo uses traditional methods learned from 

his father Don, a local beekeeper for over 40 years. Maple syrup is another 

specialty product. Among the major producers are Cyril and Isabella Shaw at 

Eldorado Maple, north of Madoc. The present producers are the fourth 

generation Shaw family to live at the family farm on Keller‘s Bridge Road, 

where they ran a dairy farm until the 1990s. Isabella is known as an expert on 

local agricultural history and in 2001 published Tribute to Agriculture, a 

history of local agriculture. 

Although Prince Edward County earned a reputation for the number 

and excellence of its vegetable canning factories, the last remaining canning 

factory which had its beginnings in ‗The County‘ is now found in Belleville. 

The Sprague family, which opened a canning factory in ‗The County‘ in 1925, 

closed its Mountain View plant in the 1990s and opened a 33,000-square foot 

plant on East College Street in Belleville in 1994. Under the direction of 

fourth-generation canner and president, Rick Sprague, new products have 

included specialty soups.
46
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Hunting and trapping remain as substantial industries in the county. The 

deer, moose and bear hunts attract many residents and tourists to the northern 

forests. As well, the wild turkey hunts are important. In fact, a few years ago, 

mail from Frankford was postmarked ―Frankford, Ontario: Wild Turkey 

Capital of Ontario.‖ 

 In 1999, Ontario cancelled its spring bear hunt, which led to a 

proliferation of black bears and an inevitable increase in human-bear 

confrontations. The hunt was re-established in certain areas of northeastern 

Ontario in 2017. 

 Elk had become extinct in Ontario until a herd was introduced into the 

Bancroft area in 2000. The animals soon proved to be pests, enjoying the fruits 

of people‘s gardens and orchards. An elk hunt was introduced in 2011, but the 

problem for true hunters was that the beasts were too tame to be elusive. 

They‘d walk right up to people. One elk let a man wrap orange flagging tape 

around his antlers as a signal to hunters to leave him alone. 
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11. Downtown Revitalization 

. . . new life for old centres . . . 

 

The largest communities in Hastings County have experienced 

problems with their downtown business areas in recent years. Shopping malls, 

strip malls and big box stores have taken a significant percentage of the retail 

business away from the downtowns. Accordingly, merchants in the core areas, 

aided by business associations and municipal governments, have organized to 

preserve their businesses and attract new ones – often specialty shops. 

 

Downtown Belleville: Problems and Remedies 

 

Belleville has been the most affected community. The opening of the 

Quinte Mall in 1971, the construction of big box stores at the north end, and 

smaller malls in the east and west ends, has had a serious effect on the 

downtown.
47

 Within a year of the opening of the Quinte Mall, downtown 

merchants decided that they needed to organize themselves to resist the 

potential challenge. In 1972, city council passed By-Law 9290 setting up a 

board of management for the Downtown Belleville Improvement Area. 

Accordingly, the board and its members have been active for more than 40 

years promoting the downtown. 

In 1994, council received a report prepared by Ainley and Associates 

dealing with downtown revitalization. A committee of city council, known as 

the Belleville 2000 Committee, set out to review and update the official plan, 

particularly relating to the city core. The committee made 50 essential 

recommendations and, in 1997, council received a 150-page master plan for 

downtown Belleville. The plan was described as ―a road map for the future‖ 

and the instrument for turning the core into a healthy vibrant engine for the city. 

As Paul Dinkel astutely noted in The Community Press on March 14, 2003, 

―breathing new life into downtown Belleville [is] always a work in progress.‖ 

This was so aptly demonstrated by the complete rebuilding of 

downtown infrastructure from 2014 to 2018. Front Street from Pinnacle Street 

to Dundas Street was totally rebuilt in stages, allowing for new underground 

installation of wiring, sewers, water pipes and other odds and sods of modern 

infrastructure. This was all topped off with a handsome display of brickwork, 

wide sidewalks and modern street lighting. The improvements included 

Campbell Street and Bridge Street from the Moira River to Pinnacle Street. 

The project cost a total of about $35 million. While this transition was 

disruptive to businesses, the result was a fine improvement to the commercial 
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downtown area. Downtown Belleville was declared re-opened in October, 

2018. 

In 2021, the Bridge Street Bridge was closed for repairs for several 

months. A few hundred metres upstream, a new pedestrian bridge over the 

Moira opened in 2022. 

The downtown is known as ―The Village‖ and new street signs in the 

city core publicized this term. The signs became so popular that 

businesspersons and citizens living just outside the designated downtown core 

sought to have the signs on their streets. 

Since the 1990s, Belleville council has offered financial grants for 

façade improvement to help downtown owners maintain and improve their 

properties. In 2011, realizing that the downtown included more than Front 

Street, council extended the façade program so that buildings on Pinnacle 

Street became eligible. 

The Belleville Business Improvement Area (BBIA) has highlighted the 

―Village‖ and downtown businesses pay an extra levy to provide for special 

events in the Front Street area. These include sidewalk sales, festivals, musical 

performances, contests and other activities. Several focus on the large number 

of restaurants. In February, there is a Savour the Chill Contest in which a 

dozen or more eateries compete to see who makes the best soup. In strawberry 

season, the Berrylicious Taste Trail features many cafes and restaurants serving 

up Berrylicious creations.   

Publicity is important for encouraging downtown revitalization. To that 

end, the BBIA has located its office in an attractive building. From time to time, 

it publishes Downtown News. In addition, Pam Sylvan, Anne Elspeth Rector 

and other writers have written excellent columns in The Intelligencer and other 

papers to promote the downtown. Articles stress the advantages of shopping 

downtown, including reasonable paid parking behind the stores on the west 

side of Front Street, free parking on the weekends, excellent restaurants, and 

businesses, described as ―little known treasures.‖ The writers call attention to 

some of the downtown‘s treasures and call for the merchants and council to 

work towards the area‘s improvement. One writer, Mary Zadow, wrote ―A 

vision of what downtown could be‖ in 2022.
48

 For example, she envisaged 

skaters on an artificial outdoor ice surface directly across Front Street from 

Belleville City Hall. She imagined the historic Memorial Arena could 

transformed into an Arena Marketplace with old-fashioned shops as permanent 

features. In 2022 it was still waiting. On the other side of the market, the 

Intelligencer building squatted grey and ugly as a vacant building on the square. 

Across the way, to the northeast, the empty former site of  Hotel Quinte 

continued to promise a succession of high-rise residential complexes. 
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 Because there are concerns about safety in the downtown core, 

especially at night, a dozen TV closed-circuit cameras have been installed 

along Front Street. The provincial government funded the $183,000 cost in 

2010. Police bicycle and walking patrols have increased. A bank  limited 

access to its after-hours ABM machine because of vandalism. Some city core 

residents look back enviously at the years when the police station was located 

on Campbell Street, only a few steps from Front Street.   

When council decided that the new Belleville Public Library was to be 

located in the heart of the downtown, the BBIA provided substantial financial 

assistance. It also offered funds to help build an adjacent parking garage that 

would have made it easier for visitors to park in the downtown. In addition to 

working with city council and the community to redevelop Campbell Street as 

an activity area, initiatives have included general repairs to curbs and 

sidewalks, improved entrances and signage into the downtown core and better 

street lighting. 

In 2012, the BBIA installed a very attractive life-scale mural of a 

storefront to cover a vacant lot next to the BBIA office on Front Street.   

Several property owners, including Paul Dinkel and Richard Courneyea, 

worked to bring more residents to apartments above downtown businesses. 

Tenants were drawn by the downtown‘s many attractions, including specialty 

shops, fine dining establishments and entertainment venues such as The 

Empire Theatre and Square. 

Many downtown property owners look to the future with optimism. 

The completion of the Consolidated Court House at the corner of Coleman and 

West Bridge streets, the building of a new footbridge across the Moira, and the 

construction of new apartments on Dundas Street  has  focussed attention on 

the downtown and encouraged the development of lands on the west side of the 

Moira for business and residential use. Unfortunately, the removal of the courts 

from east side locations left empty spaces there. 

Downtown can never be the same as it was in 1967. Family businesses 

such as James Texts, Leslie‘s Shoes, McIntosh‘s Dry Goods, Walker‘s 

Hardware, and Woodley‘s Furriers are gone. Eaton‘s Department Store has 

departed from Front Street. Geen‘s Drug Store has left the premises it occupied 

for almost 180 years. Giant box stores, such as Wal-Mart, Home Depot, and 

other national or international giants, have replaced small family businesses in 

Belleville and elsewhere. On-line shopping and other technical inventions have 

also undercut local businesses. 

 Fortunately, some long-time businesses, such as banks and Finkle 

Electric remain and there are some businesses returning. In 2003, Joe Burke, 

with more than 50 years in the men‘s clothing industry, celebrated his 76
th

 

birthday with what he called a return to his ‗roots‘ in downtown Belleville. 

Gerry Bongard, long-time owner of Stephen Licence Limited, has moved his 
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bicycle/hobby shop farther south on Front Street, allowing the Empire Theatre 

and Centre for the Performing Arts to occupy the former McCarthy Theatre. 

 

Trenton and Other County Municipalities 

  

Belleville is not alone in attempting to maintain its downtown in the 

face of mall development. Downtown Trenton also faces problems and Quinte 

West council and the business community are trying to revitalize the area. As 

part of the answer to vandalism and loitering, the Quinte West OPP has opened 

a community policing and satellite police office on West Dundas Street, near 

the bridge. The motto for the Trenton Downtown Business Association 

(TDBIA), which carries out activitiessimilar to the BBIA, is ―Neighbours 

serving neighbours with pride.‖ Among its events are a Festival on the Bay 

Sidewalk Sale, a Barks by the Bay Canine Festival, Friday Night Concerts at 

the Ted Snider Bandshell in Fraser Park and a Christmas Fantasy display, also 

in Fraser Park. The consensus is that Trenton‘s downtown has improved in 

recent years, assisted by the new municipal building and library. 

Other municipalities in the county also are concerned about their 

downtowns. In the three years leading up to 2011, the municipalities of 

Bancroft, Hastings Highlands, and Wollaston Township invested a total of 

$141,000 in phase one of a Downtown Revitalization Project. They also 

obtained another $244,000 in funding for specific ventures that would improve 

the economic, social and physical vitality of their downtown areas.
49

 

Other local municipalities share these concerns and have programs to 

develop their downtowns. Madoc, Marmora, Stirling, and Tweed promote 

themselves as part of Comfort Country. Thanks to Evan Morton and other 

Tweedites, the Tweed Heritage Centre is currently working on the ‗Tweed 

District Business District‘ project. The Centre is collecting photographs, 

documents, memories – in fact, anything relating to the downtown. As Morton 

noted in The Tweed News on April 13, 2011, the Tweed Heritage Centre 

Archives ―will have one of the most thorough studies of any downtown in a 

wee rural community.‖ Some changes can save substantial amounts of money. 

For example, in the summer of 2014, the village of Tweed and the hamlets of 

Actinolite, Marlbank, Queensborough and Thomasburg replaced 267 

streetlights. It was estimated that the initial investment would be recouped in as 

little as four years, since the new fixtures last four times longer than the 

existing high pressure sodium fixtures. Moreover, they direct more 

concentrated light downwards. 
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 Each municipality in the county is concerned about its future 

downtown development. Each fears the loss of business to larger neighbours 

and works in a variety of ways to maintain economic sustainability.   
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12. Transportation 

 . . . comings and goings . . . 

 

From the building of the Grand Trunk railway line through Belleville in 

the 1850s, the city has always been a railway town. It was a minor hub, with 

branch lines linking the city and the Grand Trunk to communities to the north 

and northwest. At one time three national railway lines (Grand Trunk, 

Canadian Northern and Canadian Pacific) provided competitive freight and 

passenger service to Montreal and Toronto and the rest of the nation. 

But with the growth of the trucking industry, the popularity of the 

private motorcar and the construction of a network of fine highways, the 

railways went into a tailspin. The Grand Trunk and Canadian Northern were 

absorbed by Canadian National, formed in 1919. The CNoR line through 

Belleville, paralleling the CPR, was abandoned. 

After the Second World War, the process of retrenchment accelerated. 

The last trains to outlying towns ran in the 1950s and 1960s as minor lines 

were closed. 

 Railway lines from Bancroft to Belleville, to Stirling and from  the 

Marmora Iron Mine to Picton were closed and the rails lifted. Efforts by Peter 

Wilson and others in the Central Ontario Railway Historical Association to 

open a tourist line from Trenton to Picton using the existing CN tracks were 

unsuccessful. Some track was laid near Trenton‘s A&P Store, but there were 

few investors. Similarly, a plan by Wilson and others to redevelop the rail line 

between Belleville and Corbyville and operate it for ‗tourism, entertainment 

and education‘ failed to find backers. Another setback to county rail service 

happened when the CPR closed its Ottawa-Toronto service that ran through 

Tweed. 
50

 

As of the early 21
st
 century, only two lines remained, with Via Rail 

providing passenger service on the CN tracks. Canadian Pacific didn‘t even 

have a depot to stop at. 

Still, there was growth in 2012 when VIA completed an impressive 

new multi-million dollar station just east of the former 1856 station. The $12 

million structure soars over the tracks, with the sole purpose, using stairways 

or elevator, of moving people safely from one side of the tracks to the other. 

Yard redesign effectively shunted the station onto a siding, with freight 

trains going around it through the main yard. The intent is to minimize 

conflicts between passenger and freight trains, although freight cars have been 
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noted that Belleville native Paul Haggis had been elected as chair for the board of directors of 

the Canadian Pacific Railway. He called it ―a wonderful honour.‖ 
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seen parked on tracks within the station area. In places, another track has been 

added to the triple-track the CN line. 

The original station sits empty and idle, despite the dreams of railroad 

enthusiasts and model railroaders to the preserve it for some historic purpose. 

The building was given a Heritage designation in 1973 and a plaque by the 

Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada in 1982). It could remind 

visitors that Belleville was once a divisional point on the CNR with over a 

thousand local rail workers, and promote local tourism. In October 1997 the 

last of the original 42 stalls in the immense 1910 roundhouse and the 

locomotive turntable were demolished. 

Not all passenger trains stop at Belleville but most do. The preservation 

of rail service between Belleville, Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa has been 

applauded by local business, including the military. Belleville is the 10
th

 

busiest station in Canada and this assists retirees from the Toronto area who 

want to maintain easy connections with families and friends. Once in a while 

VIA Rail trots out a proposal for a rapid-train service between Toronto and 

Montreal through Tweed, but the idea is usually retired after the election. 

A major wind and snowstorm in late 2022 illustrated the lack of 

flexibility of Canada's rail system. Via trains were blocked by fallen trees and 

snow, and the company finally shut down service entirely when a CN freight 

derailment blocked the tracks west of Belleville. As there was no alternative 

rail route, consequently there was no rail connection between the major 

markets of Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal. This happened on Christmas 

weekend, ruining the holiday for thousands of riders. 

Railway history has remained popular. In the 1960s the Hastings 

County Historical Society travelled by special train to Cobourg to Barnum 

House for a picnic. Later, on at least two occasions, railway buffs travelled by 

steam train to Anson Junction west of Stirling to celebrate railway history. In 

2006, both Belleville and Hastings County councils declared October as 

railway month to celebrate the 150
th

 anniversary of local railway service. 

Members and friends of the Hastings County Historical Society marked the  

anniversary at a banquet and arranged a special eight-page section for The 

Intelligencer. In the summer of 2011, author Ron Brown prepared an illustrated 

article on ‗Remnants of History: The ghost rail lines of Hastings County‘ for 

Country Roads. 

 

Bus Transportation 

 

The Robert E. Ladoucier Transit Terminal next to the Market Square 

was built in 1997, bearing the name of the former transit manager. The 

Belleville Transit system operates from there as a hub, while other carriers 

connect the city to Pearson airport and Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa. 
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Deseronto Transit joins that town with Belleville, Napanee and Picton. 

Thanks to additional gas tax funds in mid-2012, Deseronto Transit was able to 

provide its more than 10,000 annual passengers with a new comfortable 18-

seat bus. Central Hastings Public Transit (CHPT) connects Belleville with 

Madoc, Tweed and other communities. In mid-2014, CHPT added a new 17-

passenger bus to its fledgling fleet and provided improved service. Since 2009, 

monthly ridership had increased by 35 per cent and included some 350 

passenger rides per month. 

Private bus companies with Picton and Trenton also link Belleville and 

there is Friday service to Bancroft. Within north Hastings, The Rural Overland 

Utility Transit, fondly known as the TROUT, provides limited bus service to 

seven communities in the northern half of Hastings County and one Haliburton 

County community. TROUT is owned and operated by Community Care North 

Hastings. Bus fare within Bancroft is a Loonie a ride. 

Meanwhile, the Belleville Transit System has purchased another bus 

and added a new route largely because of the new VIA Rail station and the 

Quinte Sports and Wellness Centre. In 2010, a bus stop system began for 

hearing and visually impaired travellers. The provincial government continues 

to allocate funds to make public transit ―more convenient,  accessible and 

comfortable for commuters.‖ Bus shelters with solar-powered lights stand at 

many bus stops. 

 

The Trucking Industry and a Changing Road System 

 

Although CN and CP freight trains continue to pass through Belleville 

every day, the trucking industry carries more freight. The junction of Highway 

401 and Wallbridge-Loyalist Road has become a major centre for the industry, 

as new trucking businesses surround the successful Ten Acre Truck Stop. 

Downloading by the provincial government has changed the 

responsibilities for the roads in the southern part of the county. Highway Two, 

the principal east-west route prior to the building of Highway 401, has been 

turned over to local municipalities and is no longer a provincial highway. Only 

concerted action by local councils and residents stopped Highway 37 from 

losing provincial highway status. A major change has seen the maintenance of 

provincial highways contracted out to private companies. 

In following the example of the provincial government, the county 

turned over its roads to lower tier municipalities and closed its roads 

department. Municipalities handle maintenance of local roads.   

Roads throughout the county are generally in much better shape than 

they were in 1967. The Ontario Government has improved the condition of 

Highway 62, the principal north-south link, and Highway 37 between 

Actinolite and Belleville. 



63 
   

 

Bridges 

 

Several major bridges have been constructed locally. In 1967, the 

Quinte Skyway Bridge opened near Deseronto. It links Hastings and Prince 

Edward counties and replaced the ferry service that operated for generations. 

Late in 1982, the 896-metre Norris Whitney Bridge was completed, linking 

Belleville with Prince Edward County and ending the road interruptions that 

occurred when the former swing bridge was opened to allow boats to pass.  On 

more than one occasion the swing mechanism stuck, causing traffic between 

Belleville and Rossmore to detour through Trenton and Carrying Place. At 

Trenton, two new bridges were built across the Trent River, one of which is 

―North America‘s first multi-span bridge deck constructed and slid laterally 

into place over water.‖
51

 It replaced the Dundas Street Bridge.   

An historic era ended in October 1989 when Joe Surina, Trenton‘s last 

bridge master, threw the switch for the final ―swinging‖ of the Dundas Street 

Bridge. Built in 1917, this steel structure had replaced the 1834 covered bridge, 

which originally had a drawbridge lift and then a swinging section. In 1980, 

Gerry Boyce wrote a brief history of the 1834 bridge, which was published by 

the Hastings County Historical Society on the occasion of Trenton‘s centennial 

as a town. 

Bridges across canals have been known to cause problems. One of the 

most serious problems took place in July 2014, when the swing bridge on the 

Loyalist Parkway that crossed the eastern section of the Murray Canal was 

struck by an SUV. Traffic was diverted to the County Road 64 bridge, at the 

west end of the canal. Unfortunately, that bridge was being recommended by 

the federal government for replacement by a single-lane bridge. Concerned 

citizens called for a new double-lane bridge.  

Belleville continues to do its part to become known as ‗The City of 

Bridges.‘ Veterans Memorial Bridge opened on September 8, 2010, connecting 

Bell Boulevard East to the industrial park. It had been talked about for many 

years and a transportation plan drafted more than 30 years earlier showed how 

such a bridge could improve traffic flow in the city. In 2012, the Cannifton 

Bridge underwent extensive repairs. Meanwhile, the city undertook a 

Transportation Master Plan to develop a vision for transportation over the next 

20 years. It aims to support economic development ―by improving accessibility 

and creating more travel choices, helping to promote Belleville as an attractive 

destination for visitors and businesses.‖
52

 The plan is based on the prediction 

that population and employment will grow by 24 per cent and 65 per cent 

respectively by 2031. In 2020 the provincial government announced the 
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City of Belleville & Morrison Hershfield, Transportation Master Plan Draft, 2011. 
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twinning of the Norris Whitney Bridge to accommodate increased traffic to 

Prince Edward County. 

 

Air Travel and Other Matters 

 

Air transportation is important. CFB Trenton is Canada‘s premiere 

military air base and, on May 31, 2014, opened its doors and invited the 

civilian community to help celebrate the 90
th

 anniversary of the RCAF. 

Citizens visited new aircraft hangars on the north side of the base and had a 

chance to see a variety of displays. 

wo months later, members in ATESS (the Aerospace & 

Telecommunications Engineering and Support Squadron) visited Belleville‘s 

West Zwick‘s Park where they helped celebrate the installation of the RCAF 

Golden Hawk F-86 Sabre Jet they had helped to restore while it spent two 

years at the base. Prior to its move to Zwick‘s in 1967, the jet had been used by 

the RCAF Golden Hawks as part of their air show. 

There are other airports in the county. In 1961, the late Jim Marker of 

Hawkins Cheezies fame, established the Belleville Airport and flew his own 

Apache plane from there for many years. Other county airports are near 

Stirling, Deseronto, and Bancroft. The last-noted has the most challenging 

approaches and departures with a high ridge just east of the runway. It also has 

a successful annual Fly-In at the Jack Brown Airport, over the first weekend in 

July. In fact, this event, a Vintage Car Show and Classic Military Display and 

live music go to make up Wheels, Water & Wings, which is rapidly becoming 

known as the summer kick-off for the Bancroft community.‖
53

 

The rapid pace of life and the need for faster movement of people and 

goods has necessitated major changes in transportation. Hastings County has 

met the challenge. At the same time, it continues to cater to people who wish to 

move at a slower pace. Bicycling remains a popular activity, thanks in no small 

part to several excellent bicycle sales and service outlets.   
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13. Tourism  

 . . . come, visit and stay awhile . . . 

 

Hastings County is well-suited to tourism. From the shores of the Bay 

of Quinte to the boundaries of Algonquin Park, this area with its hundreds of 

lakes and streams has become a four-season playground. From fishing and 

camping in summer to snowmobiling and skiing in winter, there are attractions 

for everyone. 

 

Winter Activities 

 

For more than 10 years, Madoc Township has hosted The Eldorado 

Gold Cup Sled Dog Race in which internationally known dog sledders 

(mushers) compete for prizes. This 60-mile race (reduced on occasion to a 

shorter distance for weather reasons) is the first of four mid-distance races for 

the Quad Crown. Other sled dog races take place at Marmora, Kearney and 

Bancroft. 

For the Eldorado Gold Cup in 2006, each musher had a team of eight 

dogs. Making his third appearance in the annual race, 14-year-old Jake Golton 

of L‘Amable finished second, an amazing feat for a teenager. For the 

youngsters, there is a Little Nippers race. As a rule, there is lots of snow for the 

events, although Old Man Winter failed to cooperate fully in 2006, leading to 

the cancellation of the Marmora sled dog races.   

Although most mines have shut down, a large variety of minerals are 

found in north and central Hastings. Bancroft remains ―the Mineral Capital of 

Canada‖ and its annual Gemboree in August attracts thousands of visitors. 

Unfortunately, as noted in the chapter on Economic Development, some of the 

excellent mineral collection sites – such as the MacDonald Feldspar Mine – 

have been blocked off, to prevent possible injuries to mineral collectors. 

 

Trails 

  

Recreation trails, many built on old railway rights-of-way, have become 

important. The Hastings Heritage Trail runs north from Glen Ross in Quinte 

West to Lake St. Peter and intersects with the Trans Canada Trail near 

Bonarlaw. Hastings County is also a partner in the trail that follows the former 

CPR line from Glen Tay to Havelock. At the unveiling of a plaque in Tweed in 

2005 marking the 10
th

 anniversary celebration of the opening of the trail 

system, local MP Daryl Kramp noted that he had seen ―every kind of 

transportation on the trail,‖ including snowmobiles, ATVs, horses, and hikers. 

Over the past 10 years, the Eastern Ontario Trails Alliance, whose 700 
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kilometres of trails include many kilometres in Hastings County, has raised 

almost two and a half million dollars to support the trail network. 

Similarly, municipalities along the shore of the Bay of Quinte have 

worked with the Ontario Waterfront Regeneration Trust (established in 1992) 

to develop their part of the Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail. 

 

An Expanding Industry 

 

The tourism industry continues to expand, fuelled by the attractions of 

this county and the beaches and wine industry of neighbouring Prince Edward 

County. Several major hotels have undergone extensive renovations and new 

hotels have been added. Among them was the Quinte Hotel (formerly the 

Clarion Inn and Suites) in downtown Belleville, with 46 elegantly appointed 

rooms and suites and lobby and dining areas recently restored to late 19
th

 

century grandeur. Unfortunately, fire destroyed the Quinte Hotel in December 

2012. Bed and breakfast (B&Bs) have become increasing popular stayover 

locations. 

There are excellent bed and breakfast locations, including Montrose Inn, 

a magnificent antebellum mansion in Quinte West, now restored as a luxurious 

inn. In the north, The Bancroft Times (Dec. 2005) proclaimed the Beaver Creek 

Wilderness Resort to be the area‘s ―newest exclusive retreat in North Hastings.‖ 

 

Water Tourism 

   

The waters of the Bay of Quinte and the county‘s many rivers, lakes 

and streams attract tourists interested in fishing. Almost 5,000 anglers from 

around Ontario, Quebec and the U.S. were on the bay in May of 2006 for the 

26
th

 annual version of the Kiwanis Walleye World Live Fishing Release 

Weekend. Guaranteed prizes of more than $90,000 and a potential prize list 

totalling more than $180,000 attracted much interest, as did reports by the 

Ministry of Natural Resources that local fish stocks are increasing significantly. 

In addition to the Kiwanis Walleye tournament, there are several other 

local fishing derbies. The Quinte Fishing Series (consisting of several 

tournaments and bass events) celebrated its 17
th

 year in 2014. Big fish are 

caught in many locations in Hastings. It took Tweed resident Burns MacMillan 

about 10 minutes to land a large muskie near Sheep Island in Stoco Lake on 

Labour Day, 2008. The fish weighed 30 pounds and was 52 inches in length. 

Live fishing release tournaments have become particularly popular 

because of the fear of depleting fish stocks and concerns about the potential 

risk to human health of eating certain fish. 

According to Remco De Gooyer, chair of the Trenton Kiwanis Walleye 

World Series, competitors come to the Kiwanis event from many American 
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states as well as Canada and ―this is the largest event of its kind in North 

America.‖
54

   

Local waters provide more than fish. To quote an article by Hazel 

Lloyst in 2011, we are in ―Paradise Found‖ because of the many excellent 

―anchorages in and around the Bay of Quinte.‖
55

 Recent improvements at 

Belleville, Trenton and elsewhere, as well as future anticipated improvements 

at Trenton promise to make the area an even better location for boating. Given 

the excellent access to Lake Ontario through the Murray Canal, to 

Peterborough and Georgian Bay through the Trent-Severn Waterway, and to 

Kingston and The Thousand Islands through the Bay of Quinte, the region is 

blessed with excellent boating. Recent improvements to docking facilities at 

Belleville are being followed by similar but more impressive improvements in 

Quinte West at the mouth of the Trent. 

Hastings‘ highways and byways provide excellent routes and sites for 

local residents and visiting bicyclists. In August 2011, more than 1,900 cyclists 

spent two nights in Belleville, as part of Velo Quebec‘s first Grand Tour 

Desjardins in Ontario. Hundreds set up camp around Centennial Secondary 

School while others booked rooms at local hotels. 

 

Many Attractions 

 

Other tourist attractions include excellent golf courses, interesting 

caverns in Tyendinaga Township, extensive rock collecting sites, unusual ghost 

towns, numerous heritage sites, challenging kayaking routes, picturesque 

scenic routes, large car rallies, and sheltered yacht racing. Belleville‘s 

Waterfront Festival frequently sees crowds reaching 25,000 and more. 

Hastings County is also near the famed Sandbanks in Prince Edward County. 

To the west, Brighton with its Memory Junction railway museum features 

Engine Number 2534, the majestic 105-ton locomotive that was moved from 

Belleville‘s Zwick‘s Park to Brighton in 1998. 

After years of delay caused by public resistance and a provincial 

moratorium, Shorelines Casino opened on Bell Boulevard in northwest 

Belleville in 2017.  The casino features gaming machines, table and poker 

games, a buffet and restaurant, and bars. 

  

Promotion of Tourism 

 

Municipalities have grouped together to promote tourism. Comfort 

Country is the cooperative venture of the Tweed Chamber of Commerce, the 

Madoc Chamber of Commerce, the Marmora Business Improvement Area, and 
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the Stirling-Rawdon Business Improvement Area. Literature from Comfort 

Country in centre Hastings invites readers to ―Come for a Day … Enjoy a 

Lifetime.‖ 

Another tourism group is the Bay of Quinte Tourist Council, whose 

members extend from Colborne in the west to Napanee in the east and include 

such major centres as Belleville, Quinte West and Prince Edward County. It 

publishes an annual travel guide highlighting the attractions of ‗Bay of Quinte 

Country‘ and features a calendar of events for the year. According to Kathy 

Medd, the council‘s website works around the clock to expose travellers 

around the world to the beauty of the Bay of Quinte Country.  The council also 

recently published an ‗Adventures in Angling Map‘, highlighting the fishing 

potential of the region. Early in the summer of 2012, the Bay of Quinte Tourist 

Council completed an updated marketing route for its future. The 32-page 

report mapped out plans for making the area ―recognized as a destination of 

choice offering visitors a premier experience in golf, fishing, arts, culture, 

heritage, sports, water-based activities and outdoor recreation.‖ Four standing 

committees were established to begin the planning and execution tasks. 
56

 

In 2011, Ryan Williams, president of the Bay of Quinte Tourist Council, 

helped film a series of commercials for CTV promoting the Quinte region, 

especially its fishing, golfing, heritage, theatre and culinary experience. 

Many of the county‘s attractive lakes throng with tourists, during the 

summer season. For example, in the Faraday area, the Paudash Lake 

Conservation Authority celebrated its 32
nd

 annual Paudash Lake Regatta early 

in August 2014. Attractions were typical for such events and included the Sand 

Castle and Form Competition, the Scavenger Hunt, Nail Hammering, and the 

Egg Toss, as well as swimming and canoe races. The winning sand form 

building entry was ―Pauli the Octopus of Paudash Lake.‖ 

 Events associated with cottage life often are used to raise funds for 

worthy causes. One such event took place on August 2, 2014, when the Rev. 

Lynn Watson and her daughter Janet swam across Baptiste Lake to 

Millionaire‘s Island. Proceeds from the four-hour swim went towards an 

elevator/lift for St. Paul‘s United Church in Bancroft. 

An unusual attraction can be found near the Batawa Ski Hill, where 

children who wander through the woods can get lost in a paleontological 

adventure thanks to the efforts of some local children and a new television 

series called Giver. In three short days, six Batawa children and TV host 

Michael Lagimodiere created a Dino Playground set around the existing Dino-

Dig T-Rex. They added six new features, five of which came from Research 

Casting International, a Trenton company that produces dinosaur models for 

museum displays. The five include a baby dino, a dino nest and a dino egg. In 
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addition, a new Exploration Trail was created to link the Dino-Dig Park to the 

ski chalet where boulders featuring minerals and fossils from the region will be 

placed to allow children to explore.
57

 

Not all tourism efforts are successful. In an attempt to copy the ―Apple 

Route‖ to the west, a local Cheese Route Steering Committee under Thurlow 

councillor Norm McWaters tried to promote Hastings County as ―the Cheese 

Capital of Canada.‖ In the 1990s, an attractive tour map outlined a Cheese 

Route reaching from Belleville and Trenton in the south to Tweed, Eldorado, 

and Marmora in the north. There were 22 identified historical sites along the 

route, as well as six cheese factories and plants, in addition to Reid‘s Dairy, 

and the Stirling Creamery.  Unfortunately, signage regulations that hampered 

attempts to put signs along the route, the closure of two factories, the lack of 

interest by the travelling public, and changing emphases by some of the 

funding parties spelled the end of the Cheese Route. 

Tourist associations are looking to TV and other media to promote 

tourism. In 2010, Quinte‘s new comprehensive tourist website opened. The 

website resulted from a ―recently forged partnership between a group of local 

tourist based agencies along with the Bay of Quinte Regional Tourist 

Council.‖
58

 By the summer of 2012, the tourism council announced that, after 

two years of strategic planning, it ―had mapped out an updated marketing route 

for its future‖ and was ―ready to roll.‖
59

 Meanwhile, the Land O‘Lakes Tourist 

Association promoted the central part of the county by encouraging Cottage 

Life TV and Power Boat TV to film local shows for presentation in 2012. 

Various municipalities such as Bancroft with its restored station, Stirling-

Rawdon with the schoolhouse addition to the pioneer village, and Marmora 

with its 700-foot deep open-pit mine, help to prove that Hastings County can 

offer a wide variety of sites and activities for tourists, as well as local residents. 

In 2017 the Hastings County Historical Society began decorating the 

county with historical plaques. This is part of an ongoing program to help 

visitors and residents alike become more aware of historical events in the 

county. In the first year, the HCHS established six historical plaques in 

downtown Belleville, and in 2018 added six more throughout the county. 

Several more were added in 2022. In a related program it embarked on an 

ambitious project to list all the historical plaques in the county on a web site to 

assist tourists in finding locations of marked historical sites throughout the 

county (hastingshistoricalplaques.ca). Beyond that, the Historical Society 

created a number of videos for on-line presentations on YouTube and Cogeco 

TV. 
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14. Media and Technological Changes  

. . . featuring a pair of Jacks . . . 

 

Nowhere have the changes of the last 45 years been more dramatic than 

in the media and communications field. In 1967 there were two radio stations 

in the county – CJBQ-AM and FM with studios in Belleville and Trenton. 

Today there are nine. Quinte Broadcasting operates CJBQ, Mix-97 and Lite-

107. CJOJ and COOL-100 also operate in Belleville, as does UCB (United 

Christian Broadcasting). CJLX (now known as 91X) broadcasts from Loyalist 

College at 91.3 with a power rating of 3,000 watts. Bancroft and the 

Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory also have radio stations. The latter – KWE 

Mohawk Nation Radio – which began broadcasting on September 4, 1994 

from a tent at the annual Mohawk Fair, is operating from new quarters on the 

territory and can be heard in several communities.  

CJBQ has the distinction of having the longest continuously operating 

talk show of any Ontario radio station. ‗The Open Line‘ show, originally 

known as the ‗Why Not Call‘ show, has been hosted by five leading 

broadcasters – Lee Jourard, Tom Hookings, Milt Johnston (for almost 30 

years), Peter Thompson and Lorne Brooker. Guest hosts have included noted 

Canadian author and broadcaster Roy Bonisteel. CJBQ also has the distinction 

of having had only two sports directors since it opened in August 1946 – Jack 

Devine for 38 years and now Jack Miller. To quote long-time local broadcaster 

Lee Jourard, CJBQ has ―A Pair of Jacks to Open.‖ Among the popular 

broadcasters on CJBQ are three talented DJs who fill many of the weekday 

hours – Matt Mitchell, Jim Wright and Freddy Vette. Matt is the morning man 

from 5:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. Jim plays all the greats from Stevie Wonder to Frank 

Sinatra, and Freddy plays Rock‘n‘Roll hits later in the day. 

Many county TV viewers now have access to cable services – Cogeco 

in the south and Hastings Cable Vision Limited established by the Pigden 

family in Madoc in 1965. Both offer some local programming. CKWS-TV 

(Kingston) has an office in Belleville and airs area news most days. All 

residents can access satellite service. Gone are most of the television antennas 

perched atop houses, a common sight in the 1960s. Cable and television also 

can provide internet service for computer users, something only dreamed of in 

1967. The Dick Tracy two-way wrist radio has become a reality! 

Several locally educated journalists have gone on to become prominent 

nationally and internationally. They include Martin Seemungal, who has spent 

many years covering events in some of the world‘s major trouble spots for 

ABC News, CBC News and CTV News. Among the events he has covered are 

the transition of South Africa to non-racial democracy, the civil war in Somalia, 

and the first gulf war. Trina (Janitch) McQueen is another Belleville native 

who has had a very successful career in broadcasting. Among her many 
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achievements, she oversaw the launch and development of CBC Newsworld. 

Among local reporters who made names for themselves writing on local 

historical themes were Bill Hunt, Jack Evans, Mary Thomas, and Irish-import 

Harry Mulhall. One of Harry‘s finest articles dealt with Belleville‘s first 

election after achieving city status in 1878.
60

  

County residents have access to about the same number of newspapers 

as they had forty years ago. The Intelligencer and the Trentonian/Tri-County 

News have been joined by The Community Press as major publications. All 

three are published by PostMedia, a Quebecor Media Company, an indication 

of the decline of local ownership in the newspaper field. Essence Media of 

Belleville publishes weeklies in Marmora, Madoc, and Stirling. The Bancroft 

Times and The Tweed News remain as strong locally owned weeklies. In fact, 

The Tweed News celebrated its 125 birthday in 2012. Other local publications 

included The Loyalist Pioneer (Loyalist College – now on-line only) and The 

Mohawk Nation Drummer (Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory) which ceased 

publication after the retirement of owner Bryan Isaacs in 2008. 

To keep military personnel and their families at home and around the 

world up to date on events relating to CFB Trenton, The CONTACT newspaper 

is a weekly unofficial publication of 8Wing/CFB Trenton. The Base 

Commander is listed as the publisher and the proprietor is identified as ‗Her 

Majesty the Queen, in right of Canada, as represented by the Commander of 8 

Wing, Canadian Forces Base Trenton.‘ 

 A few papers have begun and ceased publication during this period. A 

notable example was The Quinte Weekly News, published in Belleville from 

1986 to 1992. Publisher David Botting generously donated all of the file copies 

together with the photographs and negatives (more than 25,000 in all) to the 

Hastings County Historical Society for its archives. Other county papers to 

cease publication during these years included The Marmora Herald, The North 

Hastings Review (Madoc) and The Stirling News Argus. All three had begun 

publication between 1877 and 1894. The Intelligencer published five days a 

week, but not Monday, until 2022, when it reduced production to three days – 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

The internet with its e-mail and many websites has come into existence 

since 1967. All the county‘s municipalities have their own websites, as do an 

increasing number of organizations, activities and businesses. The county‘s 

official website (www.hastingscounty.com) displays the motto ―Work and 

grow together‖ and features the activities of county government and links to 

the websites of the lower tier governments. With these websites, it is possible 

to plan an exciting and rewarding visit to any part of the county. 
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Some communities have cooperated in setting up area websites. For 

example, Comfort Country.ca includes points of interest, a calendar of events, 

and an area directory for prospective visitors, as well as pictures, history, and 

municipal information. 

In 2005, the City of Quinte West officially launched its Public 

Geographical Information System (GIS) on its website. Aerial photography is 

available and the user can search any of the city‘s 16,477 properties via address, 

street name or roll number. The user can also view topographic information 

such as wetlands and woodlands. Hastings County also provides an expanding 

GIS system on its website. Genealogists will find the site of particular interest 

because it includes the locations of almost a hundred cemeteries. 

In December 2012, the City of Belleville launched a new website. It 

was intended to inform members of the Belleville and District Chamber of 

Commerce and the general public about the newly introduced Build Belleville 

program and other developments. Today the city‘s news and postings are 

available through www.belleville.ca 

Wireless connections continue to improve but as of 2018, eastern 

Ontario counties were still urging communications companies to upgrade its 

systems to eliminate ―dark zones‖ in the area‘s digital coverage. Access to 

internet services continued to be slow in some parts of the county. 
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15. Education 

 . . . everyone’s an expert . . . 
 

From the 1960s to the present, successive school boards have wrestled 

with the question of where and how it is best to provide educational facilities 

for students. Elected trustees must consider a number of factors. What changes 

are occurring in the number of school age children in the area? What is the best 

way to provide a full range of course options for students? How can greater 

efficiencies in the educational system be achieved? Is it better to upgrade older 

schools or build new ones? 

 

Expansion and Change 

 

The 1960s were years of expansion and change. A growing population 

in Belleville resulted in the construction of Sir Mackenzie Bowell Public 

School in 1964, Park Dale Public School in 1965 and Sir John A. Macdonald 

School in 1967. Portables were also added to King George Public School in 

1967 and in 1968-69 Hillcrest Public School was expanded. 

The consolidation of smaller schools in order to create greater 

efficiencies and to provide more opportunities for students was also an 

important factor. In the 1960s, many rural schools were closed and their 

students bused to larger institutions. Carmel, Bethany, Zion‘s Hill and 

Cannifton-Corbyville were affected. Harmony Public School saw additions in 

1965, 1966 and 1968, while Queen Elizabeth (Belleville) also was expanded 

with a new wing and a new library in 1975. Land was purchased for a new 

Foxboro Senior Elementary School in 1961. 

The 1960s ended with a major change in Ontario‘s elementary 

educational system. In 1969, small municipal boards ceased to exist throughout 

the province. Locally, 13 small boards were brought together to form the 

Hastings County Board of Education.
61

 In the fall of 1968, the Centre Hastings 

Area sold 29 one-room and two-room schools after they were made obsolete 

by the use of large consolidated schools. The schools sold for a total of 

$72,000. Deloro sold for the highest price – $5,600, while S.S. #9 Hungerford 

sold for the lowest price – $600. Somehow, authorities missed one school, and 

the neighbours on the 11
th

 line road in Rawdon Township northeast of 

Springbrook complained. They wanted to be rid of ―their local eyesore.‖ The 

one-room brick building had closed about 19 years before, when the school 

section amalgamated with Springbrook. The other 19 schools were sold by 

public auction, many to people from the metropolitan Toronto area for use as 
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summer homes. A buyer soon came forward to purchase the ―lost school house.‖  

Similar sales took place throughout the county. 

The 70s tended to be years of consolidation. Queen Alexandra Public 

School in Belleville closed in 1973 and was converted into the Education 

Centre for the Hastings County Board of Education. The building normally 

was referred to simply as ‗the Ed Centre.‘ 

 

Consolidation and Closings 

 

By the late 1970s and early 1980s, some of the oldest schools began to 

close as enrolments levelled off or even fell. Queen Mary School closed in 

1979. In 1983, Prince of Wales School was demolished after a new school was 

completed. Other closures included Bayview Public (1984) and King George 

(1987). In 2008, the board began a study that would lead to the closure of Sir 

Mackenzie Bowell School on Leland Drive (erected 1964). The $2,600,000 

allocated by the province for repairs to Sir Mackenzie Bowell School was used 

instead for additions to Prince Charles School (erected 1949) and Sir John A. 

Macdonald School (erected 1967). The board felt that the cost of repairing Sir 

Mackenzie Bowell School was prohibitive. Instead of $2,600,000, the 

expansion of the two schools to make them both kindergarten-to-Grade 8 

facilities cost about $8,000,000. 

The Bancroft area is among the recent areas to receive a consolidated 

school. On May 16, 2012, the York River Public School officially opened. It 

replaced Bancroft Public School and the North Hastings Senior Elementary 

School. Student Jackson Wiltshire spoke about how the teachers and students 

worked together to help make the transition a success and how they now have 

a school that is ―400 Strong‖ in a brand new building with a brand new 

playground.
62

 

Queen Victoria School in Belleville is one of the county‘s oldest 

schools. Erected in 1912, the school celebrated its centennial on May 12, 2012. 

Former teachers and students reminisced and enjoyed various displays and 

activities. Many other schools continue to celebrate major anniversaries, 

including Madoc Township Public School (50 years old in 2011) and Frankford 

Public School. The same year, a reunion was held for former students of the 

Frankford Continuation School, one of the few local elementary schools to 

offer two years of post-elementary education. 

When the board celebrated its 25
th

 anniversary in 1994 with a variety of 

activities, a 2½-hour special meeting took place in the board office. The 

board‘s first director, Eric Runacres, recalled that when the first meeting of the 

newly formed board was held in 1969, the room in the board office (then 
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located on Bridge Street adjacent to East Hill Playground), was so crowded 

that he had no chair to sit on. He had to stand in the corner of the room, while 

the trustees conducted business. 

There have been major changes in curriculum, methodology and 

governance in our schools. The province stripped school boards of much of 

their independence, including the right to levy taxes and determine trustees‘ 

salaries. 

One of the greatest changes over the last 45 years came about because 

of changes in societal use of drugs. For example, in December 2005, personnel 

and drug-sniffing dogs descended on the five public and Roman Catholic 

secondary schools in Belleville to carry out what was described as ―an annual, 

routine, pro-active search‖ for narcotics.
63

   

 

Students‟ Good Work 

 

Students from local schools raise thousands of dollars annually for 

projects such as the Terry Fox Foundation. In 2011, students at Madoc‘s Centre 

Hastings Secondary School built a new outdoor pavilion for the H.R. Frink 

Centre. Students from secondary schools and many elementary schools put on 

plays, musicals and other events. Quinte West students have worked hard to 

raise funds for a much-needed track for Trenton High School.
64

 Quinte 

Secondary School students have helped construct several three-bedroom 

homes for Duvanco Homes‘ Settlers Ridge near Trenton.   

Adjacent to the Belleville Police Station, a miniature village was  

created for teaching Belleville students the ABCs of street safety. Here, 

students prepare for life as pedestrians and drivers. Grade Two students 

participate in a Walk Smart program, while Grade Three students are offered a 

Drive Smart program and Grade Fours have Bike Smart. The programs 

resulted from cooperation between police, educators, and many sponsors, who 

provided the miniature village and its vehicles.   

After the influx of children into the elementary schools a few years 

after the end of the Second World War in 1945, the Secondary schools 

experienced a rapid increase in population within a few years. New high 

schools opened with rapidity – Quinte in the centre city in 1954, Moira (now 

Eastside Secondary) in the east end in 1959 and Centennial in the west end in 

1966. 

Improved rural roads, school closures and school busing meant that 

students are transported greater distances to their schools. As Centennial 

Secondary School was completed in 1967 and planning was about to begin for 
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Bayside Secondary School in Sidney Township, small high schools were being 

closed. Despite vigorous campaigns to retain their high schools, residents of 

Marmora, Stirling and Tweed saw their high schools close. Teachers from these 

schools took favourite items with them to their new schools. 
65

 

 

Closing BCI&VS 

  

The closing of three high schools and the opening of Centennial had its 

problems. One difficulty was how to accommodate the growing number of 

students while the new school was constructed. The answer was to have 

students at Belleville Collegiate Institute and Vocational School (BCIVS) 

attend on a shift system. Accordingly, classes started at three different times. 

There was never a time during the day when some students were not arriving, 

having lunch, or leaving. It was a little hectic, but everyone survived. Another 

step was to have two vice-principals on a shift system – one arriving before 8 

a.m. and the other after 9 a.m. To provide seating for the two, a portable table 

was put in the vice-principal‘s office. When one vice-principal left at the end of 

the year to go to Centennial, BCIVS staff was quick to note that a potted plant 

replaced him in the office! 

Arguably, the greatest controversy surrounded the closure of BCIVS, 

located on land that the government of Upper Canada had set aside in 1816 for 

a district grammar (secondary) school. Despite the efforts of a very active BCI 

Forever Committee, the school board voted to close BCI, effective 1992. This 

decision meant that Bayside Secondary School would remain open. After a 

somewhat protracted and sometimes acrimonious debate between those 

wishing to preserve the BCI building for other uses and those who felt it was 

unsuitable for such, the school was eventually demolished in 2004. Today a 

playing field owned and maintained by the Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic 

District School Board occupies the site. 

Bayside had been the first ‗open concept‘ secondary school in the 

county.
66

 It was the pride and joy of Linton D. Read, its first principal who 

believed strongly in the American concept of openness, where there were few 

walls between class areas. However, after his retirement, more and more of its 

‗open concept‘ features were phased out as large areas (where three or more 

classes met) were divided up to form traditional classrooms. The tendency has 

continued to the present day.   
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Separate Schools 

 

Meanwhile, the Roman Catholic Separate School Board was opening 

two new high schools – St. Theresa Catholic Secondary School in Belleville 

and St. Paul Catholic Secondary School in Trenton. Though not completely 

finished, St. Theresa opened its doors for students in 1998. It would help to 

address overcrowding at Nicholson Catholic College. St. Paul Catholic 

Secondary School had opened its doors 10 years earlier (1988) to provide 

accommodation for over 300 students from the Trenton area who were 

transported daily to Nicholson. 

Loyola School of Adult and Continuing Education on East Moira Street 

in Belleville  is also under the Catholic Separate School Board. On June 27 

2011, 157 students graduated before a packed house at the Empire Theatre. 

Many had used an on-line correspondence program. 

The attractive new Quinte Christian High School was built (2005-2006) 

at the west end of Belleville. The school‘s opening came one year shy of the 

30
th

 anniversary of Christian high school education in this area. Parents, 

students and supporters of Christian education donated much of the work on 

the $4,900,000 building.   

Financial assistance from the province has been helping to remove 

some of the schools in the worst condition and renovate and improve others. 

As noted elsewhere, such steps were taken in Bancroft and other centres. A 

major $8,300,000 retrofit and renovation project at St. Michael‘s Catholic 

School on Church Street in Belleville was completed in 2011-12. It brought 

new life to the historic building and offered a better schooling environment for 

its 2011 class of 469 students and many hundreds more in the future.
67

 The 

same year, the provincial government announced that $19,000,000 would be 

available for the construction of two new schools, one in Tweed and the other 

in Stirling. Both projects ―would amalgamate a handful of schools into one 

school for each community.‖
68

 

Meanwhile, the Catholic School Board has been completing three 

projects. Using $24,600,000 in provincial grants, the board replaced 

Marmora‘s Sacred Heart Catholic School and completed renovations to St. 

Peter‘s Catholic School and St. Paul‘s Catholic Secondary School in Trenton. 

In 2012, the public school board submitted six capital priority cases to 

the Ministry of Education requesting funding. They included new schools in 

Belleville, Trenton, Marmora, Bayside and Picton. 

A major project was the construction of a new school to replace 

Harmony Public School in Thurlow Ward. Meanwhile, the public board listed 
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three closed schools for sale, including Sir Mackenzie Bowell and Bancroft 

Public School. 

 

The Learning Foundation 

 

Given the financial constraints facing schools and their students, a 

group of concerned citizens set up the Hastings and Prince Edward Learning 

Foundation. The foundation ―raises funds to provide all students of the 

Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board with expanded 

opportunities for success.‖
69

 Examples include funds to deal with unanticipated 

emergencies and support for special school projects such as the Quinte 

Regional Science and Technology Fair, believed to be one of the oldest science 

fairs in Canada. 

In the spring of 2012, students presented more than 150 projects for 

judging. The Learning Foundation has enlisted assistance from dozens of 

businesses, schools, clubs and individuals. An amazing number provide 

donations ranging from $1,000 to $100,000. 

The foundation opened in 2002 with a budget of $10,000 in donations; 

by 2018 that budget had stretched to $1.7 million. 

 

Prominent Educators 

  

Many individuals have contributed much time and effort to local 

education. James Emerson Robinson was an outstanding example. He first 

became a school board trustee of S.S. No. 6 Greenview in Monteagle 

Township in 1948. He went on to serve as a trustee through a series of 

amalgamations, retiring in 1991 from the Hastings County Board of Education, 

after an amazing 43 consecutive years of service. Among other trustees with 

many years of service has been Sam Clements who represented Trenton and 

CFB Trenton ward. He retired in 2014 after what he described as an 

―interesting and often exciting‖ 37 years of service. 

Fortunately, several writers have helped to record the history of local 

education. They include Philip Ainsworth, Bernard Wright and Frank Buckley. 

A native of Prince Edward County, Ainsworth served in many educational 

capacities in Hastings County. He recalls his involvement on the study 

committee reviewing semestering in North Hastings High School as one of the 

―highlights of his sojourn in Bancroft.‖ The result was a student walkout that 

lasted several days. The students returned to classes after they made a 

presentation to the board in Belleville. 
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As director of education in 1996-97, Ainsworth faced even more 

challenges. They included major budget cutbacks ($12,000,000 over two 

years), the government‘s decision to amalgamate the Hastings and Prince 

Edward boards of education, (January 1, 1998) and the creation of a new 

public French board that would include two schools located at CFB Trenton. 

In North Hastings, Bernard Wright was another educator who helped to 

preserve our educational history. To celebrate the 111
th

 anniversary of Bayview 

Public School (formerly S.S. 20, Thurlow), he headed up a committee to plan a 

reunion on June 2, 1984. A resulting book was filled with hundreds of pictures 

illustrating the school‘s 111-year history. Other yearbooks provide historical 

information on many county communities. 

Bernard also put together a booklet with brief descriptions of every 

(past and present) school in the Belleville area to assist in developing family 

trees for BCI, Centennial, Moira and Quinte secondary schools. It also 

included several schools in the Bayside and Trenton families. 

In 1978, Frank Buckley supervised production of a special 50
th

 

anniversary edition of BCI‘s yearbook, The Elevator. It reproduced articles and 

photographs from the school‘s annual yearbooks.  

For almost 50 years, an Education Week Committee awarded the Sir 

Mackenzie Bowell Award to individuals who had made outstanding 

contributions to education locally. This annual ―Educator of the Year‖ award, 

presented by the Belleville Public School Board to the Quinte District 

Education Week Committee in 1967, was named in honour of Bowell, a former 

prime minister and one of Belleville‘s most prominent citizens. The first 

recipient on March 5, 1967 was Lawrence (Larry) A. Kells, the Belleville 

Public School Board‘s superintendent and secretary-treasurer. 

 

Loyalist and other Post Secondary Education and Private Schools 

 

When Historic Hastings was written in 1966, there was no post-

secondary institution in Hastings County. That picture changed in 1967 when 

Loyalist College opened its doors in temporary quarters on the second floor of 

the newly constructed Centennial Secondary School. A permanent 138-acre 

site was soon found in Sidney Township and today Loyalist College is an 

expanding community college with excellent physical resources and dedicated 

staff, offering diversified programs at the Belleville campus and a satellite 

campus in Bancroft. In fact, the college offers over 50 academic programs in 

the daytime, 50 certification programs, and over 75 university transfer 

agreements. In June 2012, the graduating class numbered close to 2,000 

students. 

An expanding number of campus residences provide accommodation 

for students from a distance and a recent survey of graduates indicated that 97 
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per cent would recommend Loyalist to a peer. Recent improvements include a 

new Resource Centre and a recreational dome. The college took a major step 

forward in 2011 when it completed construction of the new Sustainable Skills, 

Technology and Life Sciences Centre. The federal and provincial governments 

paid equally for the $16,600,000 structure, but then it was up to the college to 

raise $6,000,000 to equip the centre and finance an endowment fund.
70

 

Loyalist students have been very successful. For example, in 2011, 

graduates of the practical nursing program were 100 per cent successful on the 

Canadian Practical Nurse Registration Exam. 

Albert College remains one of the country‘s most famous private 

schools. Established in 1856 as the Belleville Seminary, Albert has expanded 

its facilities on West Dundas Street and now offers education for students of all 

elementary and secondary grades. The college was pleased to announce that 84 

per cent of the members of the class of 2011 had achieved Ontario Scholar 

status (80 per cent average or above). Of the 44 graduates from 13 countries, 

almost all were heading to university. 

To demonstrate the school‘s interest in Asia, a group of Albert College 

students travelled to China for a community service trip during the March 

Break in 2011. They taught English at the Free the Children School. 

Albert College has a strong alumni group. On Remembrance Day 1986, 

a large stained glass window was dedicated in the chapel in honour of the 22 

students who gave their lives overseas during the Second World War. The 

window was commissioned by Eben James II, owner of Trenton Cold Storage, 

who was a student at Albert in 1945-46 and remembered veterans returning to 

school when he attended. The school‘s new organ was also dedicated as a 

memorial gift from former students. 

Sir James Whitney School for the Deaf, although faced with a declining 

enrolment, underwent extensive renovations in 2005-2006. Its special features 

include the J.G. Demeza Sports Centre with its swimming pool and gyms. The 

school was the site for the unveiling of an historical plaque on May 16, 1985. 

The plaque commemorated the official opening in October 1870 and its 

renaming in 1974 to honour Ontario‘s sixth premier, Sir James Whitney. In 

2012, the school survived a recommendation in the Drummond Report to the 

provincial government, which suggested that one of the four provincial schools 

remain operational and students from the other three, including Belleville, be 

relocated or integrated into the public school system. The government ignored 

the recommendation and S.J.W. continues. 

Unfortunately, one of the area‘s oldest and most successful schools, the 

Ontario Business College, is no longer here. It ceased to exist in May 1999. 
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Founded in 1868, the college operated in Belleville and expanded to open a 

dozen branches in other Ontario centres. In its early years, it attracted students 

from Jamaica, Bermuda, Brazil and elsewhere. In 1993, there were more than 

1,000 students in its dozen branches, including 150 at Belleville. Participants at 

its 125
th

 anniversary party included Mrs. Annetta Green, past president of the 

college and Alan Greer, owner of the college since 1977. Overexpansion was a 

factor in its closure in 1999.
71

 

 

Looking to the Future 

 

At a recent meeting of retired teachers in Hastings County, an informal 

survey solicited opinions on major improvements and/or deficiencies in the 

current educational system. While the retirees praised technology employing 

computers and websites, there was a concern that the use of computers had 

resulted in some students at the senior elementary level being unable to read 

cursive writing. Another issue was the need to pay greater attention to special 

education students. Segregated classes with more teacher aides were deemed 

preferable to integration in the regular classrooms. Many retirees also stated 

the desirability of improved discipline at all levels combined with greater 

support from some parents. Retired educators also stressed the need to promote 

both the arts and technical studies. Informal as the survey was, the results 

demonstrate the continued interest in education by many of the retirees. 

The late Orma Slack was a very special teacher. On February 19, 2003, 

she turned 100 years of age. She died April 13, 2015. In 1952, she had become 

Belleville‘s first female principal and in 1967 retired as principal of Parkdale 

School. Subsequently she served for many years as a volunteer with Glanmore 

National Historic Site, the Belleville Garden Club and other groups.
72

 

Many changes over the past 45 years have gradually transformed the 

school system of 1967 into the school system of 2012.
73

 One of the more 

important ones is the attempt to make the schools all-inclusive. This includes 

anti-bullying policies. Further, since the early 1980s, adults have been 

encouraged to return to school. This was especially true at BCI&VS where 

Principal Jim Walker and his staff provided off-campus classes at the Quinte 

Living Centre and the Richmond Retirement Home. The school began the 

BCI-QSS nursery school program, which celebrated its 25
th

 anniversary at the 

end of 2011. The recent expansion to full-day kindergarten classes and 

provision for breakfasts in some elementary schools has opened schools to 

hundreds of young students. 
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Schools have seen the introduction of courses in new subjects such as 

computer science with less emphasis on subjects such as Latin. In 2011, the 

government announced that secondary schools could offer specialty skills 

programs. Moira and St. Theresa have specialist sports programs and Quinte 

has a manufacturing course. North Hastings Secondary School has a somewhat 

similar program. Known as N.E.R.D.S. – The Northern Environmental 

Research Development School – the program offers students a ―School-to-

College-to-Work pathway.‖
74

 Staff and resources of both the board and 

Loyalist College work in a program that can lead to four high school and two 

college credits. The winter semester of the 2011-2012 academic year was a 

pilot project. Every week, The Bancroft Times described in detail the program‘s 

field trips and other events.
75

 The program continues and the paper highlights 

its various activities. 

With all the changes and upheavals during the past 45 years, Hastings 

County has continued to meet the challenge of the well-known song – ―Teach 

Your Children‖ well.  
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16. Religion 

. . . nisi dominus frustra . . . 

   

As rural residents have found it easier to travel greater distances and 

there have been shortages of qualified ministers, the number of small churches 

has declined significantly. Facing declining congregations and rising 

maintenance costs, some of the larger city churches began amalgamating or 

closing their doors in the early 2000s. 

  

Congregational Changes 

 

Rural Sidney Township (now part of the City of Quinte West) is 

indicative of the trend. In the early 1900s, there were several thriving 

Methodist churches, established years before by circuit-riding Methodists. 

These included Whites, Stone, Aikens, Wesley, Centenary, Wallbridge and 

Scott‘s. Along with the community schools, these churches were the centres of 

local community activities. They were the sites for concerts, chicken suppers 

and strawberry socials, all of which helped to support them financially. 

By the 1960s, the United Church of Canada was reorganizing its 

pastoral charges, resulting in the closure of some small churches. In Sidney 

Township, families of the seven small rural churches held a series of meetings 

to discuss their future. In 1968, the members decided to erect a new building to 

consolidate the congregations. Not all the members decided to join the central 

church because some had found their home elsewhere.
76

 The new congregation 

selected a site on Wallbridge Road (now known as Wallbridge-Loyalist Road), 

which provided good accessibility. Originally known as ―Sidney United 

Church, Wallbridge Road‖, it was officially named ―Westminster United 

Church‖ after a naming contest in November 1968. The sod-turning ceremony 

occurred on April 20, 1969 and, by year-end, about 60 per cent of the 

building‘s costs of $113,000 had been raised. The congregation provided much 

of the labour for erecting the building (including a 300-seat sanctuary). 

Describing the opening day‘s events on December 7, 1969, the church‘s history 

notes, ―It was a spiritually impressive sight when children from north and 

south churches met at the driveway and sang hymns as they entered the church 

as one body.‖ Elder Bruce Holton, a descendant of Sir Mackenzie Bowell, laid 

the cornerstone. Over the years, the church has seen several important 

improvements and has recovered from a devastating fire on November 30, 

1994. While the building was repaired, Loyalist College generously allowed 
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the congregation to use its facilities. The renovated church is lovingly called 

―the church in the cornfield‖. 

The seven Sidney township churches were not the only rural churches 

to close. One of the most recent examples was the historic Marble United 

Church at Actinolite, where the last service took place in the summer of 2005. 

Fortunately, as noted in the section on Tweed, the church is now serving in 

another important capacity as a theatre. Similarly, the Bonisteel Church, farther 

west in Sidney is also serving a new use as a cultural centre. 

 

A Study of Madoc Churches 

 

No doubt, the most thorough study of local churches in the county is 

Pilgrimage of Faith: 150 Years of the History of the Churches in Madoc 

Township and Village 1824-1974.
77

 Originally planned as a history of one 

church – the United Church at Eldorado – it grew to become a history of all 

denominations and congregations of the Christian Church in Madoc Township, 

Madoc Village and adjacent areas. The authors emphasized the actions of the 

Belleville Presbytery of the United Church, by which many small churches 

were merged with neighbouring congregations on July 1, 1967. 

Sixteen chapters include sections on more than 40 churches and 

schoolhouses (used by more than one denomination). Many did not survive. 

Some participated in church unions, including the national union between 

many Methodists, Presbyterians and Congregational Union members in 1925 

and the coming together of Free Methodists and Wesleyan Methodists in 

Madoc in the 1970s. Others fell victim to improved roads and automobiles that 

made church consolidations possible. Today, only a dozen of the 40 individual 

churches remain. 

A church that continues to hold two services annually is the former 

Hazzard‘s Corners United Church, about eight kilometres north of Madoc on 

the Cooper Road. A part of the three-point Queensborough Pastoral Charge 

until closed in 1967, the building hosts former members and visitors at services 

in August and Christmas. A feature of the latter service is the subsequent hot 

cider and cookies. Katherine Sedgwick, the daughter of the Rev. Wendell 

Sedgwick, the church‘s last minister, helps to promote the church and the 

community through her excellent, well-illustrated blog, ‗Meanwhile, at the 

Manse.‘ The 140-year-old Queensborough United Church normally opens for 

two services each month.  
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The Ecumenical Movement 

 

Pilgrimage of Faith shows the very human side of churches. Describing 

the Bible Christian activities in the area, the researchers quoted this item from 

The Bible Christian Observer: “In 1869, the Sabbath School Association met 

in Belleville and was one of the grandest ever held. There was an hour-long 

prayer meeting held each morning. I noticed at one meeting that Episcopalians, 

Methodists, Baptist, Presbyterians and Congregationalists all prayed, one after 

the other, and if I hadn‘t known to which church each belonged, I never would 

have guessed.‖ 
78

  

 Although many small rural communities have lost their churches, 

Roslin is one that has maintained three churches: St. Paul‘s Anglican, St. 

Andrew‘s Presbyterian, and Trinity United. Each December church members 

often get together unite to perform a ‗Living Christmas.‘ Members re-enact the 

journey to Bethlehem as they leave St. Paul‘s, following the Three Wise Men 

riding horses (rather than camels). At St. Andrew‘s they join the shepherds 

with their sheep and move to the manger scene at Trinity. Ministers read 

appropriate Scripture at each church and refreshments and fellowship follow. 

Provincial Police escort the parishioners and guests as they cross Highway 37 

in the centre of the community. The devotion and commitment of the rural 

parishioners is the key to preserving three churches in this small community. A 

similar ecumenical service takes place in north Hastings where a half dozen 

churches take part in a ‗Trek to Bethlehem.‘ Located between Stirling and 

Foxboro, the historic Sidney Baptist Church also hosts a ‗Journey to 

Bethlehem‘, a re-enactment of the events leading up to the first Christmas. 

―Visitors are taken on a 30-minute guided tour through the church‘s wooded 

property to visit 20 different stations each with a story to tell. Over 100 

volunteers are involved.‖
79

 

 

Art Forms in Religion 

 

Music plays a key role in church services. On November 19, 2012, 40 

invited guests attended the Old Ormsby Heritage Church to welcome a new 

church organ from the Ottawa area. The new organ was steeped in history, 

having recently been removed from the cottage of George Beverly Shea, 

―long-time friend, colleague and performer with world-renowned Evangelist 

Billy Graham.‖
80

 

Other art forms are important in local religion. In 1990, art restorer 

Joseph Valerio of London (Ontario) completed the restoration of several 
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paintings that had been removed from St. Peter‘s Catholic Church in Trenton 

for a dozen years because of poor condition. Estimated to be 165 years old, the 

paintings had been ―designed on steel.‖
81

  

Several churches are open only one or two times a year, usually to 

celebrate special occasions. 

 

Changes in Belleville and Elsewhere 

   

Belleville has shared in the loss of churches. Tabernacle United Church 

(the bishop‘s seat for the former Methodist Episcopal Church) was closed and 

demolished. Members united with the members of Holloway Street United 

Church to form St. Matthew‘s Church. The former St. Margaret‘s on the Hill 

Anglican Church is now home to the Belleville Montessori School. In 2022 St. 

Andrews Presbyterian Church revealed that it would be closing its doors. 

Given the size and height of many early churches, congregations often 

have difficulty raising sufficient funds to keep them in good repair. In 2007, St. 

Thomas‘ Anglican Church on Belleville‘s East Hill undertook the restoration of 

the stonework on both the tower and walls, at a cost of over $300,000. It was 

the first major repair work done on the walls and tower since the church was 

rebuilt in 1976 after a major fire.
82

 The church tower is an historic landmark in 

Belleville, because it combines features of the original 1858 church, the 1878 

reconstruction and the 1976 reconstruction. 

From time to time, some of the many faith groups in the Belleville area 

have come together to celebrate World Religions Day. Under the leadership of 

the Rev. Aruna Alexander and United Nations Association Quinte, members 

from various faiths offer prayers for peace and harmony. Among the groups 

participating recently are the Anglican, Lutheran and United churches, the 

Bahá‘i Community of Quinte, and the Sons of Jacob Synagogue. Madoc also 

has been the site of ecumenical services. In March 1992, representatives from a 

dozen Christian congregations in and around the community gathered in the 

Madoc Pentecostal Church to focus on the need for justice for women around 

the world. 

On several occasions, the clergy of Hastings County have been 

recognized for their accomplishments. For example, Rev. Canon Michael 

Oulton of Belleville‘s Christ Church was elected Bishop of the Anglican 

Diocese of Ontario in 2011. As bishop, he presides over some 13,000 

Anglicans in 44 parishes. A devoted hockey fan and amateur goalie, he had 

cheered earlier for the Kingston Frontenacs before his move to Belleville in 
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2004. On becoming a Belleville Bulls‘ fan, he had this to say, ―When I went to 

Belleville, you could say I was converted.‖ 
83

 

Meanwhile several relatively new Pentecostal churches (including 

Desert Stream) are thriving and other religious groups have renovated the 

former East Hill Branch Library and the Veterans‘ Hall on Elmwood Drive. 

Among the most impressive recently built church structures are Calvary 

Temple, Maranatha Christian Reformed Church and Holy Rosary Roman 

Catholic Church. Among the older traditional churches lovingly restored is St. 

Michael‘s Roman Catholic Church. The Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses 

on Old Highway Two is one place of worship in the county whose members 

assisted in its construction. Members of a few other places of worship also 

have helped to erect their buildings. 

Anniversaries are special occasions for churches. For example, on 

November 18, 2012, noted Canadian investigative reporter and author Stevie 

Cameron spoke at St. Andrew‘s Presbyterian Church in Belleville. The author 

of books on such topics as Prime Minister Brian Mulroney and Robert William 

Pickton and the disappearing women of the Vancouver area, she turned to 

working on the history of Kingston Penitentiary. She recalled growing up in 

Belleville, going to St. Andrew‘s Church Sunday mornings with 10 young 

relatives and then going across the bay to Tobe‘s in Rossmore for chicken 

dinner.   

Spirit Borne, the largest performing musical arts team for Youth for 

Christ in North America operates in the Quinte area. It began under the 

leadership of Warren McFaul, artistic director and driving force, with four 

students some 24 years ago. In 2012, there were 60 students and the group 

performs locally as well as outside the province. 

Centre Hastings hosts several small evangelical religious communities. 

One of the oldest is the Ivanhoe Holiness Camp. It was founded by the 

followers of Ralph Cecil Horner, an evangelist and church leader (1854-1921) 

who formed the independent Holiness Movement Church in 1897. His 

followers often were referred to as Hornerites. He died during a camp meeting 

he was conducting near Ivanhoe. The camp had started in 1919 when Standard 

Churches in Eldorado, Madoc and other centres came together and purchased 

an 11-acre site set in the maple woods north of Ivanhoe. The camp and the 

church are known for their music and feature such visiting musical groups as 

The Bridge Builders. Other county Bible camps include Graphite Bible Camp 

at Maynooth (its website notes that ―You can‘t get to heaven without 

salvation‖), Joy Bible Camp on Faraday Lake, and Camp Quin-Mo-Lac on 

Moira Lake.  
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A Variety of Religious Groups and Denominations 

 

Among other Christian groups found in the county in increasing 

numbers are the Amish and the Mennonites. They come from a Protestant 

tradition known as Anabaptism. They do not practice infant Baptism, but 

believe they should profess their faith as adults and ―live out their beliefs in 

daily life.‖ The two groups can be distinguished by the men‘s physical 

appearance. ―Amish men stop shaving when they get married and a Mennonite 

man never grows a beard.” “Mennonites are more flexible than Amish when it 

comes to modern conveniences. The Old Order Mennonites resemble the 

Amish and continue to shun modern practices‖ and the New Order Mennonites 

drive cars and use electricity.‖ 
84

 

The Amish separate themselves from the modern world ―because they 

feel modern conveniences will cause them to stray from religion.‖ Amish 

schools often are one-room schoolhouses or parts of homes where children are 

taught up to grade 8, when their formal education ends. There are small 

communities of both groups scattered throughout Hastings County. 

In the summer of 2010, a group of Mennonites from the Listowel area 

of western Ontario settled in Centre Hastings and began to hold Sunday 

services and Sunday School in the former United Church in the hamlet of 

Moira, south of Madoc. The municipality of Centre Hastings had established 

the Moira Community Centre after the church‘s closure. Government grants 

and volunteer labour helped fix up the building and add a kitchen wing. Local 

Mennonites assisted with the project, while Mennonites from the Bancroft area 

helped with the stonework and Mennonites from the Kitchener area supplied a 

sound system. 

In the summer of 2011, the ―traditional rural past met the rural present‖ 

as the Centre Hastings-Stirling Rawdon Amish community ―arrived in horse 

and buggy to set up its first farmers market in Ivanhoe.‖ Amish families sold 

homegrown and homemade goods.
85

   

Then, in the spring of 2012, Centre Hastings Council approved a 

building application from the Mennonites to erect a combined 

church/schoolhouse on Wilson Road, southwest of Moira. The new building 

replaced the group‘s dependence on the Moira Community Centre and the two 

rooms in private homes that serve as schoolrooms.   

 Judaism is a religion with historic roots in Hastings. This fact was 

made apparent in 1991 when Sheldon and Judith Godfrey of Toronto published 

an exciting book. Burn This Gossip is ―The True Story of George Benjamin of 

Belleville, Canada‘s First Jewish Member of Parliament 1857-1863.‖ In their 
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well-written book, the Godfreys reveal the tension surrounding the life of a 

major political figure who headed what was probably the first Jewish family in 

the Belleville area. Benjamin, whose name at birth was Moses Cohen, ―lived 

much in the manner of his neighbours but privately maintained links with his 

religion.‖
86

 His non-political activities included the founding of The 

Intelligencer in 1834 and leadership of the Orange Lodges of British North 

America in 1846. 

By 1911, Belleville had an active minyan – a quorum of at least 10 

Jewish male adults required for certain religious obligations. Since the late 

1980s, adult women also were counted in the minyan, an indication that the 

congregation was non-orthodox. In 2001, there were perhaps 100 Jews living 

in the Belleville area. Prominent early families included the Tobes and the 

Safes, the Yanovers, Bochneks and Jourards. They and other Jews were 

prominent in a variety of activities. 

A major reunion and fundraiser took place in 2005 when about 150 

present and past members of the congregation marked the 100
th

 anniversary of 

its founding and the 50
th

 anniversary of the building of the Sons of Jacob 

Synagogue on Victoria Avenue. The reunion raised funds ―to help preserve the 

synagogue and cemetery for future generations of Jewish citizens in 

Belleville.‖
87

 

Unfortunately, declining attendance has meant that there has not been a 

full-time rabbi since the late 1980s. Rabbi Solomon Kadoch who conducted 

services up to the early 1980s was one of the last rabbis to live in Belleville. 

For High Holidays and other important functions, the congregation brings in 

rabbis, usually from Toronto. Although the Orthodox prayer book is used, the 

congregation ―has gradually moved towards a more Conservative, modern-

Orthodox services tradition.‖
88

 On  several occasions, the Jewish congregation 

has held ecumenical services with other religious groups. 

In recent years, members of non-Christian religions have entered the 

county. They include Tibetan Buddhists and Muslims. Belleville became a 

prominent centre for Tibetan religion and culture following the flight in 1959 

of the Dalai Lama and many Tibetans from Tibet after the Communist Chinese 

conquered the country. Tibetan Buddhism became ―a religion in exile.‖ 

In 1970, Tsering Dorjee Wang Khang was one of two Tibetans to arrive 

in the area.
89

 The pair were sponsored by the Bata Shoe Company to train and 

work in the local company. After a year in Canada, Tsering volunteered his 
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services as a translator for the newly arrived fellow Tibetans who arrived in 

1971 and 1972. Over 200 refugees were admitted to Canada from India under a 

new government program and Belleville soon became their home. The new 

arrivals fitted in extremely well and worked hard at whatever jobs were 

available. Namgyal Nangsetsang, whose parents each held two jobs in 

Belleville (cleaning and caretaking) later said, ―The families that we knew, 

with all the difficulties and challenges they went through, they all bought a 

home within 10 years of coming to Canada.‖
90

 Every Sunday the families 

would take turns hosting prayer sessions. Members maintained their Tibetan 

culture and helped raise funds for Tibetans overseas. On market days in 

Belleville, representatives of the group can be found selling Tibetan-styled 

jewellery and other articles. 

―The Tibetans of Belleville‖ is the heading for a detailed article on the 

group that appeared in the ‗Weekend Living Section‘ of The Toronto Star on 

May 3, 2008. A copy is displayed proudly in the lobby of ‗The Oriental Wok‘ 

which features Himalayan dishes. It explains that by the late 1970s, there were 

more Tibetans here than there were in larger Canadian centres such as Toronto 

and Montreal. In 1992, the Belleville Tibetans organized the first North 

American Tibetan Youth Conference, bringing young Tibetans to the city from 

across Canada and the United States. Nevertheless, the local Tibetan 

population probably never exceeded a hundred or so.   

When the Dalai Lama visits Canada, representatives of the Tibetan 

community go to meet him. He has yet to visit the local Quinte community. 

Another group of Buddhists (largely of Caucasian background) have 

been involved in a project to turn the Lingham Lake Lodge, a rundown hunting 

lodge about 10 miles northeast of Bannockburn, into a Buddhist monastery and 

retreat centre. The Buddhists purchased the 200-acre property in 1984 and 

called it Orgyan Osal Cho Dzong – the Citadel of Enlightenment. It stands at 

the base of Mount Moriah, the highest point of land in southeastern Ontario. 

The Buddhists built the Padmasambhava World Peace Temple, with a 13-foot 

statue of a Buddha. ―As a means to help counter the negative conditions of the 

current age and give rise to world peace, concerned spiritual groups are 

creating a radiant network of such Padmasambhava temples worldwide.‖
91

 

Local Muslims established a congregation in 1992 and The Islamic 

Society of Belleville (ISB) received its letters patent as a corporation on July 

27, 2010. From temporary headquarters on Everett Street, the society moved 

into a larger facility at 33 West Moira Street. Previously, the site had been 

home to the Cooper (Flour) Milling Company and a later building housed such 
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religious groups as the Missionary Alliance Church, the Alliance Tabernacle 

and the Knights of Columbus. 

Currently, the Friday services are the high point of the week for a 

Muslim congregation with a regular Friday attendance approaching 100. In 

addition to Friday services, the mosque is visited by many local and visiting 

Muslims who observe the rule that they pray five times each day. Additional 

prayer time (10:30 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.) and fasting is set aside during the month 

of Ramadan (the ninth month of the Islamic calendar) and the month in which 

the Quran (the central religious text of Islam) was revealed. 

The Muslim congregation is generally well-educated and includes 

many pharmacists and medical doctors. As is customary with most Muslims, 

the men and women enter the building through separate entrances to worship. 

The men occupy the front rows. Mohammad Saleh is the imam for the 

Belleville Muslim Centre, the only mosque between Kingston and Oshawa. 

Local Muslims enjoy social times together and the local Islamic Society has 

close ties with societies in Kingston and elsewhere. 

Once again, in a small, primarily rural community, county residents are 

willing to accept and accommodate reasonably different values and beliefs. 

Some would say that the county‘s motto Nisi dominus frustra – loosely 

translated into ―without God, there is no hope‖ – is very apt. 
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17. Law and Order 

. . . miscreants in our midst . . . 

 

David Simmon(s) was the first constable in Hastings County. He was 

elected on May 15, 1790, at the ―first Annual Meeting of the inhabitants of the 

Township of Sidney.‖ Some Thurlow Township residents also attended the 

meeting, since Thurlow did not have enough male citizens to hold its own 

meeting. In fact, the town meeting was held while the area was still ruled from 

Quebec and was under French law and landholding systems.
92

 Once elected, 

Simmon(s) had to serve for at least one year or, according to colonial law, he 

could be fined 40 shillings, a significant sum in 1790. 

Were Simmon(s) able to return to Hastings County today, he would 

notice major changes between law enforcement then and now and even 

between 1967 (when Volume One was published) and today. The ‗Police 

Forces‘ of the 1960s have become ‗Police Services‘, the change in wording 

suggesting a change in emphasis in policing. Women now serve in policing 

roles in increasing numbers. In Belleville, the first two women constables 

(Daryl Wagar and Lynda Salisbury) were appointed in 1972. In 2016, there 

were 88 sworn members, of whom the following are female officers: Chief 

McMullan, an inspector, a staff sergeant, three sergeants, and nine constables, 

making a total of 15. 

 

Changes in Organization 

 

Perhaps the most significant change in south Hastings has been the 

change from municipal police services operated by individual municipalities, 

to contracts with the Ontario Provincial Police. After assurances that Trenton 

officers could continue their careers with the OPP, Trenton made this change 

and became the largest county municipality to do so. 

Given a court decision in May 2012, the citizens of Quinte West may 

have been relieved that they had a contract with the OPP. When a resident 

launched a $100,000,000 lawsuit against the Crown, the OPP, and other 

defendants, he included Quinte West. Fortunately, for the municipality, the 

court ruled that Quinte West was to be excluded from the list of defendants. 

From time to time, there has been some discussion regarding a possible 

county police service. Along with the Belleville and Tyendinaga Mohawk 
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police services, the Stirling-Rawdon Police Service is the only locally 

controlled police service. Both Stirling-Rawdon and the Mohawk Territory 

have provided new and larger stations for their officers.  At the 2012 

dedication service for the Stirling-Rawdon emergency services station, one 

local official described the facility as a ―phenomenal addition to the 

community.‖
93

 

The Belleville Police Service has made several changes in its location 

over the last 45 years. After spending many years in the former town hall and 

market building at the east end of the Market Square, it moved into the former 

YMCA Building on Campbell Street in 1965. Then in 1973, it was relocated to 

the former Calvary Temple on East Dundas Street. The building was less than 

ideal. In 2010, Chief McMullan called attention to various problems such as 

heating and accessibility. Ten years later, in 2020, the city opened a $26 million 

station at Sidney and College Streets. Again, it was not new, being a total 

remake of the former Veridian utilities building. This location provided a more 

central site for police services. 

Increased emphasis on security has led to the rise of Community 

Policing and Neighbourhood Watch programs in Belleville and elsewhere. In 

addition, an increasing number of residents have installed security systems in 

their homes and places of business. Unfortunately, there have been many false 

alarms and some police departments have been forced to institute a series of 

financial penalties for repeated false alarms. 

 

Famous Criminals 

 

Kingston Penitentiary, which has been closed, reminds us that some of 

our citizens have spent time in that institution. An escape from Kingston 

Penitentiary involving a 32-year-old Belleville native and the subsequent 

police pursuit attracted national attention in 1999. Tyrone Conn, who was 

serving a 47-year sentence for a string of armed robberies and property 

offences, as well as two previous escapes, was the first man to break out of that 

facility in 40 years. He escaped by hiding in a stack of canvas mail bags. He 

then made the journey to his mother‘s apartment in Belleville before prison 

officials even knew he was missing. Later, following Conn‘s tragic death, 

Linden MacIntyre of the CBC‘s the fifth estate delivered his eulogy in 

Belleville and subsequently co-authored a gripping book on his troubled life; a 

true Canadian crime classic. 
94

 

Robert ‗Rosie‘ Rowbotham was another Bellevillian who so enthralled 

programmers at the CBC that they put him on the payroll. The Intell’s Chris 

Malette described him as ―the king of pot smuggling and trafficking, the 
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granddaddy of all marijuana and hash smugglers and the holder of the dubious 

distinction of having served the longest sentence in Canadian penal history for 

marijuana convictions.‖
95

 His attempts to smuggle eight tons of hash and 500 

pounds of hash oil from the Middle East into New York resulted in a 20-year 

sentence in the Kingston Penitentiary. There, he earned a Bachelor‘s degree in 

psychology from Queen‘s and became a media darling with his cable con-TV 

program, PrisonLife Television. After his release from prison in 1997, the CBC 

hired him as a ―contributing editor.‖ A program bio described him as a person 

―who brings human perspective to the issues of crime, punishment and the 

Criminal Code.‖ In one trial, he had the Pulitzer Prize winning author Norman 

Mailer testifying that busting the Belleville-born Rowbotham was a ―tragic and 

disproportional waste.‖
96

 

The expression ―truth is stranger than fiction‖ could refer to Murray 

Smith, a south Hastings realtor, promoter, and ―ninja-western‖ novel writer 

who published Sureshot Kid and Sidekick Sally in December 1994. Smith‘s 

dreams of fame through this book and a promised ―Silver Screen‖ production 

did not materialize. However, he did gain notoriety a year later as the 

mastermind of casino robberies in Windsor. He wore a woman‘s wig and scarf 

when he robbed a blackjack table at Casino Windsor of $14,000 in casino chips 

on December 20, 2005. Two weeks later, he returned to the casino and took 

another $14,000 in chips, firing his handgun into the air after a guard followed 

him out of the casino. He was arrested later that night after trying to cash in the 

chips at the Northern Belle, a nearby floating casino. Smith was sentenced to 

eight years in prison for what he admitted was ―the largest mistake‖ of his life.   

 ‗Rosie‘ Rowbotham was not the only local product who was caught up 

in the drug traffic. Project Longarm and other joint police operations have 

waged a constant struggle to limit the distribution and use of drugs. Marijuana 

has been one of the most readily available drugs. The nature of the soil and the 

relative isolation of large areas of the county make this an attractive location 

for growing marijuana. In 2005, cooperative work within Hastings and Prince 

Edward counties led to the seizure of drugs with a street value estimated at 

$81,000,000 and the arrest of 186 people. Police laid some 450 drug related 

charges. Ongoing activity led to the seizure of 15,000 plants and 600 pounds of 

buds on a property in late August 2010. Estimated street value was 

$15,000,000. Police arrested six men and three women at the scene. All were 

from the Greater Toronto Area.
97

 Out-of-area druggies have also been 

responsible for several grow-ops found in fashionable areas in Belleville‘s 

newer suburbs. 
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A Variety of Offences 

 

Recent years have seen police concentrating their efforts on a variety of 

offences, including drunk driving, drag racing, sexual assault, flashing, fraud, 

soliciting and panhandling. Police are supported indirectly in their efforts by 

groups such as MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) and private insurance 

companies who donate to the Sexual Assault Centre. Special grants from 

government have included $195,000 in 2011 to combat gangs and guns. A 

major fraud ring was blamed for an unfortunate situation in January 2010, 

when hundreds of Trenton residents had their bank accounts drained after their 

debit cards were illegally copied.
98

 Local police services have been involved in 

fraud cases with international implications. Late in 2010, a district man was 

charged by the FBI in Atlanta, Georgia, in an alleged $30,000,000 fraud 

scheme.
99

The following year, there were 12 arrests in Belleville in connection 

with a major charity telemarketing scam.
100

  

A number of murders had a significant impact on the Belleville area in 

the 1990s. On March 15, 1996, 18-year-old Belleville resident Mark Fyke was 

murdered, in Daytona Beach, Florida when he was the innocent victim of a 

botched robbery attempt. Family and friends persuaded Belleville council to 

declare a week in March 1997 as Violence Awareness and Random Acts of 

Kindness Week. Since that time, citizens have been asked to fight violence – 

with kindness – and to perform small deeds of kindness in memory of Mark, as 

well as teenagers Rebecca Middleton (murdered in Bermuda) and Shawn 

Keegan (murdered in Toronto). ―Kindness Court‖ is the name that has been 

given to the Food Court at the Quinte Mall. 

One of the most interesting developments in recent years has been the 

appointment in 2009 of Cory McMullan as the first woman to serve as 

Belleville‘s police chief. She succeeded Chief Steve Tanner who had moved to 

Kingston. At the conclusion of her first year in Belleville, Chief McMullan 

admitted that the year had experienced its ups and downs. 

Although crime has tended to decline in many categories in the last few 

years, 2010 was described by Intelligencer reporter Jason Miller as ―a year to 

remember and forget‖ for Lee Burgess, Crown attorney for Hastings County. 

Burgess said that in his almost 20 years of working in the region, he had no 

recollection of the court system handling more than three or four murder cases 

at once. Nevertheless, the region was rocked by 10 – unrelated – in one year. 

As of 2018, only one of the cases remained unsolved. The others were wound 

up in quick order. 
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National attention focused on the region and the Vancouver Sun 

published an article on its website, ―Rocked by killings, Ontario city earns 

nickname ‗Murderville.‘‖ This led to responses from Belleville residents who 

insisted that the city was ―a great place‖ and ―a safe place to live, work and 

raise a family.‖
101

 

The one that attracted by far the most attention across Canada and 

beyond was that of the former commanding officer of CFB Trenton, Russell 

Williams.
102

 Canada‘s leading newspapers sent reporters, and TV networks 

used satellite to relay pictures from large vans parked in front of the courthouse. 

News photographers stood on stepladders at the rear of the courthouse so they 

could record Williams‘ every entry and exit from the building. Essentially, the 

Superior Court and Hastings County building had been turned into a fortress 

for the trial. 

Williams pleaded guilty on October 19, 2010 to 88 crimes, including 

two first-degree murder charges, and a string of break and enters in Belleville, 

Tweed and Ottawa. He was sentenced to two concurrent life sentences, 

stripped of his rank, military medals, and other honours, and officially 

discharged from the Canadian Forces. Earlier, most of his military kit had been 

burned to prevent items from ever surfacing on the black market. 

 So shocking was the story that a detailed book on the case, written by a 

national crime writer, was sold under the counter at a local book store. You had 

to ask for it to buy a copy. 

Family and friends of the two murdered women attended many of the 

sessions and comforted each other. Many members of the community also 

offered their support. Appropriately, Belleville native and author Stevie 

Cameron took a similar supportive approach on April 2, 2011, when she spoke 

at Belleville‘s Empire Theatre to a large gathering of members and friends of 

the local chapter of the Canadian Federation of University Women. In her talk 

entitled ‗Everyone‘s Sister‘, Cameron dealt with Robert William Pickton and 

the tragic story of Vancouver‘s missing women. She emphasized that society 

should also concentrate on the victims of those cruelties, regardless of their 

positions in life. Catching the perpetrators is paramount, but she pleaded that 

the victims should never be overlooked or forgotten.
103

 

As 2012 drew to a close, there were encouraging signs. For example, 

the Sexual Assault Centre for Quinte and District took possession of an eight-
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acre property on Big Island in Prince Edward County. It would provide ―a 

groundbreaking therapy program for sexual assault survivors.‖
104

 Loyalist 

Campus Crime Stoppers became ―an officially recognized student-led club at 

Loyalist College after receiving approval and support from Quinte Crime 

Stoppers.‖
105

 And crime statistics for Belleville and other local centres 

continued to indicate declines, an improvement over 2010 when the city 

topped Maclean‘s Magazine most dangerous city listings.
106
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18. The Heritage Movement 

. . . people taking pride in their past . . . 

 

When Historic Hastings was published in 1967, there were few 

heritage groups or sites in the county. The Hastings County Historical Society, 

(organized at a meeting in Belleville City Hall on October 1, 1957) was the 

principal heritage group. That society has been joined by the Trent Port 

Historical Society, the Stirling-Rawdon Historical Society, and the Tweed and 

Area Historical Society`. Smaller heritage groups are located in Deseronto, 

Marmora, Bancroft and Wollaston Township. At Belleville, Heritage Belleville 

(originally known as the Belleville LACAC – Local Architectural 

Conservation Advisory Committee) is an advisory committee of city 

council.
107

 Although a group that carried out studies of heritage buildings in 

Madoc is inactive at this time, the Madoc Public Library has extensive 

resources relating to the area‘s history. 

 

Historic Sites 

 

Today, historic sites in southwest Hastings County include, among 

others, the RCAF Memorial Museum at Trenton (with its restored Halifax 

bomber), the Afghanistan Repatriation Memorial at Trenton, Mount Pelion 

with its cannon and lookout, and the Bleasdell Boulder near Glen Miller. 

Belleville heritage sites include Glanmore National Historic Site (originally 

known as the Hastings County Museum), the Community Archives of 

Belleville and Hastings County and the Hastings and Prince Edward 

Regimental Museum. Southeast Hastings has several noteworthy sites, 

including the plaque commemorating the landing of the Mohawk Loyalists in 

1784, Christ Church, and the two airfields used to train British pilots during 

the First World War. Centre Hastings‘ heritage sites include the Marmora Iron 

Works and the O‘Hara Mill near Madoc (operating as a pioneer village since 

the 1950s). Stirling has Farmtown Park and its historic train station, while 

Tweed celebrates the Tweed Heritage Centre and Museum. North Hastings is 

the location for numerous mining sites and the North Hastings Heritage 

Museum in Bancroft. On November 26, 2012, Leveque Brothers began the 

work of clearing land for the proposed Wollaston Heritage Centre in Coe Hill. 

Located on a 10-acre plot of land donated by Edith and Dan McCaw, the centre 

―will host mining, lumber, farming, and merchant displays all featuring an 

1880 theme, to show what this area was like in our ancestors‘ time.‖ 
108
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Glanmore National Historic Site has gone through a series of 

restorative actions since it was purchased by the county and Belleville and 

officially opened as the Hastings County Museum on July 7, 1973. For several 

years, the Hastings County Historical Society operated the museum on behalf 

of the county and the city. The society also held its general meetings in either 

the drawing rooms or the master bedroom, and kept some of its archival 

collections in parts of the building. Until the upstairs apartment was needed for 

museum purposes, the building superintendent and his family occupied it. 

After several years, the society decided that it wanted to concentrate its efforts 

on other activities (such as archives and school programs) and relinquished 

management of the museum to the city and county. 

When the county was reorganized in 1998 and Thurlow Township 

became part of Belleville, one of the terms of the agreement was that the city 

would assume full responsibility for the ―county museum.‖ It became known 

as ―Glanmore National Historic Site.‖ Thanks to the city having received an 

excellent collection of furniture and paintings (the Couldery Collection) in 

1955 and, subsequently, a large sum of money from the estate of Ann Docter 

Salaman, the city had artifacts to furnish the house and resources to help in its 

repair and restoration. In fact, since her appointment as curator in 1990, Rona 

Rustige has overseen 13 major projects. These include the restoration of the 

mansard roof (complete with slate tiles in 1997), structural repairs to the attic, 

restoration of period room décor (including bedrooms), a veranda and 

landscaping. An attractive fountain that was installed in the circular front drive 

was removed because there never was a fountain there, although it seemed 

appropriate for the 1880s. 

On May 19, 2012, Glanmore National Historic Site unveiled its 

restored first-floor ceilings. The ornate moulded and painted plaster ceilings 

have been carefully stabilized to prevent pieces from falling and ceilings, walls 

and woodwork restored to the original colours of the 1880s. The nearly five-

month restoration process was skilfully described by Lindi Pierce in the Spring 

2012 issue of County & Quinte Living. It included pictures of Glanmore (past 

and present) and the involved processes. 

Glanmore does more than commemorate the lives of its original owners, 

banker J.P. Phillips and his artistic wife, and their descendants who kept the 

house in the family for almost a century. Now, thanks to a donation in 2005 by 

descendants of Sir Mackenzie Bowell, the site also recognizes his role in 

Canadian history. The dining room displays a set of sterling silver flatware, 

engraved with the Bowell family crest, as well as dinnerware presented to him 

by Queen Victoria. 

 Books and magazines have featured Glanmore‘s ongoing history. The 

most detailed account is found in Glanmore National Historic Site of Canada 

published in 2003 by the Friends of Glanmore. The 48-page book records its 
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history and features many pictures (a large number in colour), of the building 

and its history and contents, including a number of animal paintings by the 

Couldery family of artists. Lois C. Wishart, a Friend of Glanmore for over 30 

years, provided the generous funding for the publication. 

Lois also wrote and published an autobiography entitled The Girl with 

the Navy Blue Eyes. She began the book when she was 96 years of age and 

finished it when she was 99. Proceeds from the sale of this amazing account of 

her life went to Glanmore and Quinte Conservation. Her life is a reminder that 

many individuals played very important roles in preserving our heritage. 

In 2017 The Friends of Glanmore published an excellent 48-page book 

of Couldery animal paintings, aptly titled Animal Paintings of Horatio 

Couldery. Couldery was considered one of the best animal painters of his time. 

 

Dinosaurs and Titanoboas 

 

Since 1973, Glanmore has hosted a wide variety of special events. One 

of the most unusual displays was in 2011 when the March 10
th

 headline of 

Belleville EMC proclaimed, ―Dinosaurs invade the friendly city.‖ The 

announcement heralded the arrival of ‗Dinosaurs: Head to Toe‘, a display 

developed by Glanmore staff in partnership with Trenton‘s Research Castings 

International (RCI), described as ―one of the world‘s largest providers of 

Museum Technical Services.‖ More than 3,000 people visited the display, 

which featured skull casts as well as dinosaur teeth, claws, footprints, and a dig 

pit. The company‘s 48,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility in Trenton has 

earned an international reputation for its cast bodies and bones, which can be 

found around the world – from Berlin to Hollywood. 

In 2012, RCI helped arrange an amazing display at the Royal Ontario 

Museum. Titled ‗Ultimate Dinosaurs: Giants from Gondwana‘, the exhibit was 

billed as ―the biggest and best dinosaur exhibition ever mounted in Canada.‖ 

Not only did RCI, under the company‘s founder Peter May, produce the casts 

that make up the dinosaurs, but staff also made casts of footprints and related 

items.
109

 

In November 2009, the cast of the popular Murdoch Mysteries TV 

series spent almost a week at Glanmore. Actors staged a murder mystery and 

the house provided a wonderful setting for a program set in 1897 Ontario. In 

one scene, an actor was shown being thrown through a window; however, the 

house was undamaged.   

Glanmore also has hosted reunions of Home Children and their families. 

They were British migrant children brought to Canada between 1869 and 1930. 
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Many arrived at the Marchmont Home on West Moira Street and grew up on 

local farms. 
110

 

In Stirling, the Hastings County Museum of Agricultural Heritage 

underwent a name change. In May 2012, Museum President Ron Reid 

announced changes designed to promote the Stirling facility and its many 

features. ―We have a farm town,‖ Reid said, referring to the popular Heritage 

Village, ―and we‘ve got a park.‖ Hence the name ―Farmtown Park.‖
111

 

Dignitaries were on hand, as the new name and new logo were unveiled in 

front of the municipal office in Heritage Village during opening ceremonies for 

the Tourism Awareness trade fair. A flyer describes Heritage Village as the 

‗jewel of the museum‘ with its more than 18 stores, including a general store, 

bank and church. These features were said to ―bring to life a typical town of 

yesteryear.‖ The name change and other changes are intended to draw out-of-

towners to the multi-million dollar complex. 

In September 2005, Belleville followed the lead of four municipalities 

in central Hastings (Stirling, Marmora, Madoc, and Tweed) in participating for 

the first time in Doors Open Ontario, a program designed to spotlight heritage 

sites and encourage tourism. The Belleville event illustrated a high degree of 

cooperation between three heritage groups (Heritage Belleville, the Hastings 

County Historical Society and the Quinte Branch of the Architectural 

Conservancy of Ontario) and two community groups (the Belleville Chamber 

of Commerce and the Belleville Business Improvement Area). Currently, the 

Belleville edition of Doors Open Ontario is expected to run every other year. 

The lead organizer is Heritage Belleville, an official committee of city council. 

Encouraged by the provincial government and the Ontario Heritage Act, 

some municipalities have designated buildings as being of ―historical and/or 

architectural importance.‖ For several years, the province made grants 

available to assist in the preservation of these designated buildings. Belleville 

council designated more than 30 such buildings or sites. Unfortunately, despite 

the efforts of many conscientious citizens, the community continues to lose 

important heritage buildings on a regular basis.
112

 

 

Special Events 

 

Many municipalities have offered special events focused on heritage. 

For example, in the fall of 2000, the Quinte West History Week Committee 
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arranged a weeklong Millennium celebration. There were attractively printed 

self-guided tours of 66 points of interest and special displays in the Batawa 

Community Centre. The event‘s motto was ―A Window on Our History, Our 

Heritage, Our Future.‖ 

Several other municipalities also observed the change from the 20
th

 to 

the 21
st
 century with special events and time capsules. Although purists would 

have us believe that the event should have been marked at the end of 2001, 

most people celebrated early, at the end of 2000. Belleville‘s time capsule 

contained dozens of documents and pictures, including a picture of Stu Meeks 

and his world famous 48-inch moustache, which was sold by the inch to raise 

$73,000 for the expansion of the Quinte Sports Centre. The capsule‘s contents 

includes C. W. Hunt‘s popular book Booze, Boats & Billions.
113

  

Provincial heritage groups have met locally on a few occasions. For 

example, during Belleville‘s Centennial Year as a city (1978), the Ontario 

Museum Association met in Belleville. The topic was ―The Role of Archives in 

Museums‖ with particular attention ―to the controversial subject of whether or 

not local and regional museums should have a basis of history and documents.‖ 

Presiding over the session was the OMA‘s president, Marten Lewis of 

Hamilton Historic Sites. Marten had served previously as Glanmore‘s first 

curator. 

In 2000, George Zegouras, Belleville‘s longest serving mayor, did 

much to recognize about a dozen prominent local citizens by encouraging 

council to attach their names to parks, bridges, and other structures. Zegouras 

believed that, wherever possible, such recognition should be given during the 

citizen‘s lifetime, rather than after death. 

Recently, Belleville Mayor Neil Ellis and Belleville Veterans Council 

President Marvin Schmidt unveiled a plaque to mark the Memorial Arena. 

Purchased by the city in 1946, it was named in honour of war veterans, but no 

plaque was installed until November 2010. 

Meanwhile, federal and provincial heritage groups have helped to stress 

the importance of heritage to local pride and tourism. For example, on October 

24, 1993, as part of its program to recognize the burial sites of Canada‘s prime 

ministers, Parks Canada dedicated a plaque at the Belleville Cemetery 

commemorating Sir Mackenzie Bowell, prime minister from 1894 to 1896. 

Parks Canada also has erected plaques in Belleville at the homes of Bowell 

(1984) and noted author Susanna Moodie (1983), as well as at the 1856 Grand 

Trunk Railway station (1982).   

Although few new schools were built in the county, it is interesting that 

one was named after a prominent local author. Susanna Moodie Elementary 

School officially opened on May 5, 1980. It joined Sir Mackenzie Bowell 
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Public School (opened in 1964 and now closed) in recognizing a distinguished 

county resident. On December 27, 1973, Sir Mackenzie Bowell Public School 

was the site of a 150
th

 birthday party for Canada‘s fifth prime minister. The 

Hastings County Historical Society sponsored the event, which was attended 

by eight of Bowell‘s descendants. 

One of the most interesting memorials in the county was erected in 

1992 at the corner of Sidney and West Dundas streets in Belleville to 

commemorate the 1785 land survey dividing Sidney and Thurlow townships 

and the centennial of the Association of the Ontario Land Surveyors. The 

figure depicted on the African black granite monument by sculptor Jim Smith 

of Campbell Monuments was modelled on Mike McAlpine, a veteran Bancroft 

surveyor and a former reeve. Adding interest to the occasion was the arrival of 

Belleville mayor Shirley Langer on her bicycle. Town Crier Al Kelleher 

participated in the ceremony with his customary flair and piper Charles Orr 

provided appropriate bagpipe music. 

(In more recent years, the Historical Society has embarked on an 

ongoing project to erect a number of historical plaques in Belleville and 

throughout the county. These and other plaques are listed on the website 

https://hastingshistoricalplaques.ca/). 

 

Research 

 

Several people have conducted research into our history over the past 

45 years. Among them was Arthur Dunn of Ottawa, who researched the 

Marmora Iron Works. Using documents found in the British Archives at Kew 

and research from colleagues in Sweden and elsewhere, he was able to 

determine that the largest bellows made for a blast furnace in the known world 

were once in Marmora.  Recently, under the leadership of lawyer and former 

reeve André Philpot and other residents, a number of historic plaques were 

erected in the Marmora area. 

Historian Pauline Ryan is responsible for one of the best accounts of 

Irish immigration to the northern section of Hastings County.
114

 In 1991, she 

published an article on the ―devastating effects‖ of ―the ―failure of the potato 

crop in Ireland in 1846.‖ By 1858, three Irish settlements had been established 

in North Hastings: Umfraville, Doyle‘s Corners (later renamed Maynooth) and 

the O‘Brien Settlement. Ryan described the role of religion and education in 

the area and explained that when agriculture could not support them, many of 

the early settlers along the Hastings Road simply abandoned their land, rather 

than trying to sell it.   
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One has to remain cautious about the accuracy of any information 

found on commemorative plaques. For example, a plaque placed on Belleville 

City Hall a few years ago by Heritage Belleville indicated that John Forin was 

its architect and builder. Later study of council minutes revealed that Forin was 

the builder, but that John D. Evans was paid for designing the building. Even 

senior government researchers can err. When Parks Canada erected a plaque at 

the Belleville Cemetery to honour Sir Mackenzie Bowell as Canada‘s fifth 

prime minister, the plaque indicated that Bowell was the first MP to represent 

Belleville in the House of Commons after 1867. In fact, Bowell never 

represented Belleville in the House of Commons. He lived in Belleville, but 

was elected to represent Hastings North. On another occasion, the professor 

who designed the text for a plaque marking Belleville‘s first Methodist Burial 

Ground on East Dundas Street apologized after the dedication ceremony for 

having omitted the name of one of the church‘s trustees. 

Several journalists have helped to popularize our history. One of the 

best was Harry Mulhall of The Intelligencer. Known for his careful historical 

research, Mulhall wrote exciting articles on John A. Macdonald‘s connections 

with Hastings County, the Aylward Murder Case, and other topics. Bill Hunt Jr. 

was one of his Intelligencer successors with a strong interest in local history. 

For some years he produced a weekly newspaper section entitled ‗Remember 

When.‘ In north Hastings, Bob Lyons was active with The Bancroft Times. 

Special mention should be made of Evan Morton, who continues to produce an 

amazing quantity of historical work for The Tweed News.  Paul Kirby of 

Bancroft has produced a number of books on local history, as have the author 

of this book, Gerald Boyce, and journalist and historical society executive 

Orland French. 

The work of several local heritage organizations extends beyond the 

borders of the county. The Quinte Branch of the Architectural Conservancy of 

Ontario conducts monthly Sunday afternoon walks and visits to heritage areas. 

The Bay of Quinte Branch of the United Empire Loyalist Association provides 

information relating to the early settlement of the Quinte area by the Loyalists 

and operates a research centre at Adolphustown. The Quinte Branch of the 

Ontario Genealogical Society maintains an extensive archival collection in the 

Local History Room of the Quinte West Public Library in Trenton Ward. In the 

Stirling-Rawdon Public Library, volunteers help visitors to the genealogy room 

discover their ancestors. 

 

Sources of Local History 

 

Public libraries are invaluable sources of historical information. For 

many years the Belleville Public Library and Art Gallery has issued pamphlets 

on such topics as ―Local Resources @ your library.‖  Moreover, the library has 
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sponsored various projects relating to historical collections. Thanks to former 

reference librarian Elizabeth Mitchell, an index of major items in The 

Intelligencer covering the years from 1856 to 1879 was prepared. A similar 

index was prepared in the Madoc Public Library for the local newspaper, the 

Madoc Mercury, for the years following the Gold Rush of 1866. 

Arguably, the collections of the Hastings County Historical Society 

have been the best source of historical data for the county. Ever since the 

society held its first meeting in Belleville City Hall Council Chamber on 

October 1, 1957, its goal has been to collect all types of data relating to the 

county‘s history. From a handful of documents and pictures stored in a linen 

cupboard at 236 George Street in Belleville, the society has accumulated an 

ever-growing collection of material. Major acquisitions have ranged from the 

Hastings County Rebellion Losses Papers relating to personal claims for 

damages and services in the Rebellion of 1837, to a collection of more than a 

million negatives and prints from the files of The Intelligencer and its 

Belleville predecessors. 

Some records of Hastings County Council were found in the archives 

of the Hastings County Historical Society. The county‘s minute books 

(including minutes from 1842 to 1849 when the county was known as the 

Victoria District) have been transferred from on Pinnacle Street to the Archives. 

Fortunately, county council has chosen to make the complete scanned set of 

books (with searchable indexes) available on the county‘s website at 

hastingscounty.com. It is possible to view the actual handwritten page 

recording the minutes of the first meeting on February 8, 1842. The minutes 

bear William Hutton‘s flourishing signature. He had been appointed by the 

government as warden of the Victoria District (now Hastings County) ―in the 

fifth year of the Reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria.‖ 

There has been a close tie between the Hastings County Historical 

Society and the Belleville Public Library since the beginning of the society in 

1957. For several years, the society met in the library‘s auditorium and some of 

its archival collections were housed there. In fact, in its issue of January 14, 

1975, The Intelligencer announced that the society‘s historical archives were 

―Now Part Of Library.‖ To confirm the transfer, Society President Gerry Boyce 

was pictured turning over the index to the society‘s archives to Chief Librarian 

Olive Delaney.Delaney expressed her delight and appreciation ―to those who 

so lovingly catalogued all the material.‖ A growing shortage of space in the 

library forced the archives to move out and plans to reunite the archives and 

library were only reached in 2014. 
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An Archives was Born 

 

Many a great idea has been born in the bottom of a glass of beer. Most 

are still there the next morning, dried up and discarded with the dregs of beer 

from the night before. 

Not so the concept of the Community Archives of Belleville and 

Hastings County. It lived to see reality. 

In the early 2000s, it had become increasingly clear that the Historical 

Society needed a new home for its archives. It had been entrusted with 

precious early documents from both the city and the county, and continued to 

build its own private collection, without a decent home for any of it. The 

holdings were over-running the old Thurlow Township hall which had become 

the Society‘s Heritage Centre. Historical advisor Gerry Boyce ran a regular 

trap line capturing mice, voles and other critters, bats sometimes set off alarms 

which automatically summoned the police and the Society president, too often 

in the middle of a cold winter night, and a rivulet of water streamed through 

the basement. It was not an ideal building for housing the community record. 

The Society determined that it would seek an alternative site. The City 

and the County offered various locations, mostly in hard-to-sell surplus 

buildings that were even more unsuitable. Finally, in desperation, President 

Orland French called an informal emergency executive post-meeting session at 

the Slapshot Restaurant on Cannifton Road, ordered two pitchers of beer, and 

contemplated the next step. 

After a glass or two of prompting, the executive decided that the 

Society would raise the money and build a new archives if the city and the 

county would agree to take over and staff the building in perpetuity. 

And so it was done. The intent was really to get councils‘ attention that 

the Society was serious about the need for a new archives. To the Society‘s 

pleasant surprise, both councils heard out the plan and agreed to it. 

A long and winding road of negotiation followed. Without going into 

details, let it be known that the Society was able to raise $300,000 which, 

coupled with a million dollars from the City and County combined, resulted in 

funds of $1.3 million to build a state-of-the-art archives within a new library 

building on Pinnacle Street. It opened in 2016, staffed by full-time professional 

archivist Amanda Hill and a large group of enthusiastic volunteers, operating 

under real archive rules to protect the contents. 

Never underestimate the power of a pitcher of beer. Or two. 

 

 History on film 

 

Thanks to Picton film producer Peter Lockyer, much of the history of 

Hastings and Prince Edward counties is making its way ―onto the screen.‖ 
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Peter has produced four series of History Lives Here. These two-minute 

vignettes are based on local heritage sites, personalities and events and he 

plans to expand the business across Ontario. Gerry Fraiberg, Doug Knutson 

and Sean Scally are other local film producers who have made longer film 

presentations on historical topics, such as Knutson`s story of Captain John W. 

Meyers, founder of Trenton and Belleville.   

All of the preceding facts and many others described elsewhere in this 

book indicate that the heritage movement is alive, well, and growing in 

Hastings County. 
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19. Arts and Entertainment 

. . . you never have to leave home . . . 

 

Since 1967, the Arts have become increasingly important to Hastings 

County, as more and more artists of all types – performing and visual – have 

located here. 

The Quinte Arts Council (QAC) is the largest coordinating and 

supporting arts council in the county. Founded in 1967 as a direct result of  

several arts groups coming together to celebrate Canada‘s Centennial, the 

Quinte Arts Council celebrated its 45
th

 anniversary in 2012. The QAC has 

more than a hundred member groups and a much larger number of donors, 

benefactors and patrons. Its publication Umbrella, published six times a year, 

highlights the varied activities of its members. Early in 2012, the QAC 

received a Trillium Foundation grant of $79,400 to help the organization build 

and manage its volunteer bases.   

In the lead story in the May/June 2012 edition of Umbrella, Carol 

Feeney wrote that citizens ―interested in arts and culture‖ in the community 

who would like ―to see more recognition and support of arts by our 

municipalities‖ now have ―an opportunity to have their voices heard.‖ Such 

people were invited to help develop a cultural plan for Hastings County and the 

Quinte region. In 2011, Hastings County, the City of Belleville and the City of 

Quinte West agreed to partner and to complete a cultural plan for the entire 

Hastings/Quinte region.  The process began in March 2012 with a series of 

workshops. Supporting financing comes from the Ontario government. 

Other local arts councils include the recently formed Quinte West Arts 

Council, the Tweed and Area Arts Council and the Algonquin Arts Council. 

Brighton and Prince Edward County arts councils offer programs involving 

parts of Hastings County. The Tweed Arts Council held its first writers‘ 

competition in 2007 and Gill Sparrow was the winner when she successfully 

included these three compulsory components – oak barrels, ketchup and 

blackmail – in her essay. 

 

Members of the Arts Community 

 

Many members of the arts community have gained recognition over the 

years. Prominent musicians include Howard Baer of the Gilmour area in north 

Hastings. A long-time producer and arranger of music for children, Baer has 

had over 7,000 of his arrangements recorded and has received six Juno 

nominations for album production. Locally, he has assisted with Bancroft‘s 

Theatrics Summer Theatre. One of his recent hits was a Snow Queen CD, 

based on a 2009 production of Hans Christian Andersen‘s classic tale. Baer 

was the show‘s composer and musical director. Among his musical groups was 
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‗Fraser Creek‘ with guitarists Brad Culver and Rick Houlton. In October 2012, 

they opened for the Annual Gala at the Bancroft Village Playhouse for ‗Bucket 

of Shrimp Ears‘, described in ads as ‗the World‘s Most Handsome band.‘ 

Although active internationally, Howard now lives locally because of advanced 

technology and communications systems. 

R. Murray Schafer is another famous musician to have called north 

Hastings home for a time. In 1975, he moved to a farmhouse near Maynooth 

and, in 1987, to the Peterborough area to escape ―the sonic sewers‖ of city 

life.
115

 While living near Bancroft, he founded the Maynooth Community 

Choir, with whom he wrote and produced the music theatre piece Jonah.
116

 

According to some sources, Schafer ―is the most famous Canadian composer 

alive, and one of the few whose works are often heard outside Canada.‖
117

 

Since 1968, the Rotary clubs of the Belleville area have sponsored the 

Rotary Music Festival, which has attracted thousands of participants. 

Elsewhere, the Stirling Festival of Sacred Praise (with competitions in both 

music and scripture reading) is the oldest annual performance-adjudicated 

music festival in the region. It celebrated its 62
nd

 edition in 2012. In the 

Bancroft area, the North Hastings Music Festival remains very popular and 

celebrated its 54
th 

anniversary in 2012. The non-competitive festival gives 

music students from the area a chance to perform before a live audience and 

receive a critique of their skills and abilities by a professional adjudicator. Each 

event ends with a Festival of the Stars featuring some of the outstanding 

performers. 

The Quinte Symphony offers an outstanding concert series each year. 

Founded in 1960 by Stephen Choma as the Eastern Ontario Concert Orchestra, 

the name was changed in 2000 to better identify the link to the Quinte region. 

The orchestra is based in Bridge Street Church. It performs four self-produced 

symphony concerts from October to May under the direction of its renowned 

conductor Gordon Craig of Queen‘s University. 

Other prominent musicians with local backgrounds include classical 

concert pianist and musicologist Greg Butler and internationally renowned 

conductor/broadcaster Kerry Stratton. In 1970, Stratton graduated from Quinte 

Secondary School, where music teacher Doug Aselstine let him conduct the 

school band during assemblies. 
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Youthful artists 

 

Among the outstanding performing arts groups is the Hastings and 

Prince Edward Children‘s Chorus under the direction of Rudolf Heijdens. 

Sponsored by the Public School Board, the choir‘s Youth Chorale won awards 

on its tours to Austria and other European countries. In 2005, the choir 

performed a concert series in the Netherlands to celebrate the 60
th

 anniversary 

of that country‘s liberation. The following year the choir celebrated its 20
th

 

anniversary. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, music students from the secondary schools put 

on Mass Band Concerts. The custom was revived in 2005 when 109 students 

from local secondary schools formed the Honour Band of the Hastings and 

Prince Edward District School Board. 

Recent arrivals to the county include the Wilkinsons (Steve, Amanda 

and Tyler). A well-respected country music band with origins in the Quinte 

area, the Wilkinson Family moved to Nashville, Tennessee for a few years, but 

returned to Canada to build a beautiful 3,000 square foot log home near Cooper. 

The Wilkinsons became famous for their huge hit 26 Cents. They have 

travelled to Afghanistan and the Middle East to entertain Canadian troops. 

They also played for American troops in Japan and for Canadians stationed at 

the Arctic base in Alert. They were the subject of a 10-part fictionalized 

‗reality‘ television program on the CMT Canada network. It depicted their 

move back to the Quinte area from Nashville. Most recently, lead singer 

Amanda has made several solo recordings and has teamed up with Tyler to 

form a duo – Small Town Pistols.   

A native of Belleville, though more often associated with Napanee 

where she spent most of her youth, is pop singer Avril Lavigne. Not only have 

album sales for her debut album Let Go topped 16 million, but also she was a 

featured Canadian artist at the conclusion of the 2006 Winter Olympics in 

Turin, Italy. Toronto Star columnist Rosie DiManno described Avril as ―newly 

sleek and designer-chic‖, a marked contrast with her earlier appearances in 

Home Hardware T-shirts. Today, her album sales have topped 40 million and 

she is ranked third top-selling female Canadian artist in history. She has 

appeared in motion pictures, and has introduced lines of clothing and perfumes. 

 

Bands and Orchestras 

 

The county continues to have more than its fair share of outstanding 

bands and orchestras. The Commodores Orchestra has been providing ‗Big 

Band‖ sound in the Belleville/Quinte area since 1928. For many years, the 

Commodores played at Club Commodore, a leased building at the local 

fairgrounds. To quote Nick and Helma Mika in 1983, ―The Commodores 
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reflected the musical fashions of the age.‖ The band, still rolling along under 

the direction of Andy Sparling, celebrated its 90
th

 anniversary in 2017 with the 

publication of a history book, Dance of the Decades. Many of its early 

members, such as noted trumpet player Stan Wiggins, have of course passed 

on.
118

 

For fans of country music one of the major events is the Marmora 

Jamboree, which has expanded to the point that ever-growing crowds forced a 

move from the Marmora Fairgrounds to a larger 80-acre camping site a mile 

south of Marmora. Over 20 entertainers performed in 2012. The same year, the 

Hollyrood Country Jamboree held its sixth annual event and attracted some 

5,000 people to its 110-acres Harmony Road site. Popular performers have 

included the Ken Stapleys – both senior and junior. Ken Stapley Sr. had 

partnered with Jack McCann to start the long-running and popular Trent Valley 

Jamboree. Other noteworthy groups included the Trent Valley Ramblers and 

the Land O`Lakes Trio (1968) which became the Land O`Lakes Cruisers in 

1985. Doug Mumford, a member of the Cruisers and a dozen other bands since 

the late 1940s, as well as a former prominent member of municipal 

government for Hungerford and Tweed, delighted his family and friends when 

he self-produced his first album, Across the Years in 2012. The album features 

his tracks from the past seven decades.
119

 

 

Encouraging the Arts 

 

Many groups and individuals have encouraged the arts. In 1972, the 

Quinte Dance Centre was established as the Belleville Branch of the National 

Ballet Guild. A major grant from the Leona Riggs Charitable Foundation 

helped provide a suitable building – the Riggs Centre on Palmer Road. Leona 

was a talented musician and benefactor of the arts.Other leading local 

benefactors include Maurice Rollins, who donated a million dollars to the ill-

fated Quinte Cultural Centre, and the late Jack and Bernice Parrott. Through 

the Parrott Foundation, the Parrotts have donated millions to such local arts 

groups and institutions as Albert College, Loyalist College and the Belleville 

Public Library and John M. Parrott Art Gallery. In 2012, when the Quinte 

Ballet School marked its 40
th

 anniversary, long-time supporters such as Helen 

Kelly and Brian Scott got together to celebrate the many young students who 

had gone on to successful careers as professional dancers and instructors. 

In the summer months, Belleville, Quinte West and other centres have 

music programs in a park or at the beach on a regular basis, sometimes weekly. 

At Belleville, concerts on Wednesday and Sunday evenings at the Lions 

Pavilion in Zwick‘s Park range from the Big Band sounds of the Commodores 
                                                           
118

Nick & Helma Mika, Portrait of a City (Belleville: Mika Publishing Co., 1983), 286.           
119

The Tweed News, July 25, 2012. 



112 

Orchestra and the Frank Howard Orchestra to small groups with western, 

country, and Celtic fiddling. Belleville‘s Concerts on the Bay date back to 1967 

when the ANAF Veteran‘s Association began the program during Centennial 

Year. A bandshell was constructed, which was replaced in 2011 with the 

beautiful Lions Pavilion. In 1993, the Belleville Lions Club began to 

participate in the program and Music in the Park became one of its community 

service projects. In addition to the Lions Club, some 30 businesses, groups and 

individuals help sponsor the programs. 

Meanwhile, the number of art galleries and boutiques continues to grow. 

Several, including Gallery One-Twenty-One and Gallery ArtPlus, whose 

members specialize in a variety of media, are in downtown Belleville. The 

December 2010 show at Gallery ArtPlus was entitled ‗North of Seven‘ and 

featured four Bancroft artists: Sarah Brown, Laurie Calder, Andrew Edgar and 

Heather Inwood-Montrose. 

Other art galleries are scattered throughout the county, along main 

highways and elsewhere. Studio tours for the Bancroft and Tweed areas are 

highlighted each year in the summer issue of The Country Connection. One of 

the busiest was Studio 737 Art Gallery located a kilometre east of Actinolite on 

Highway 7. It offers over 1,000 original paintings by more than 75 artists. At 

Belleville, some 150-member artists take turns displaying their work in the 

Belleville Art Association‘s Gallery and Studio on Front Street. Each year, 

members have a juried show and two Artists‘ choice shows. Although the BAA 

has been in continuous operation since 1958, it was only in 2004 that the BAA 

took on the challenge to operate a studio and financially viable gallery. Now, 

staffed by members, it provides the public with original artwork at reasonable 

prices. 

Trenton has many talented artists. The Quinte West Arts Council 

(established in 2008) recently opened a new gallery on Dundas Street. At 

Trenton in 1984-85, illustrator-turned-artist Stephen Snider used ordinary 

outdoor house paint to create an amazing 30-by-60 foot mural of the Old Town 

Hall on the back of a former restaurant building. Other murals have added to 

the streetscape. 

Bill Slavin is a local artist who has gained recognition. A native of 

Belleville, he settled in Sidney Township and then moved to Millbrook. He has 

illustrated more than 50 books for children. While in third grade, he had ―his 

first commercial success.‖ It was for a prize-winning poster aimed at 

discouraging smoking in bed. ―He kept on writing and illustrating books and 

comics throughout elementary and secondary school and had a comic strip, 

"Rat Fink," published in a local newspaper while he was in high school.‖ 
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Although he worked primarily as an illustrator, he received acclaim for The 

Stone Lion, which he wrote as well as illustrated.
120

 

In north Hastings, the Art Gallery of Bancroft operates a busy schedule. 

Volunteers run the gallery, which opened in 1982, and arrange 12 displays each 

year. 

Since 1909, Campbell Monument Company Limited of Belleville has 

been well known locally for its beautiful cemetery monuments. However, in 

recent years it has become famous internationally for its impressive sculpture. 

Some excellent examples of its work include memorials commemorating War 

of 1812 events in the Niagara area. In 2006, sculpture James C. Smith created a 

25-foot-tall, 16-ton limestone sculpture of St. Lawrence, a holy martyr of the 

Roman Church. The sculpture was destined for a prominent islet in the 

Canadian Main Channel of the river named in the martyr‘s honour. 

 John Meyers was a Belleville area sculptor who ―was world-famous 

for his artistic work, including one piece that was commissioned as a gift for 

Queen Elizabeth.‖
121

 Much of his work was bas-relief woodcarving. 

Some artists are prominent in more than one area. A notable example is 

David R. Maracle, a resident of the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory. David 

began his career as an artist in 1985 and is now an acclaimed world-renowned 

stone sculptor, whose artwork helps to educate people about Native culture and 

issues. For relaxation, he turned to music and this developed into a second 

career. A talented singer and songwriter, he mastered the Iroquoian and Celtic 

flutes, native drums, and many other percussion instruments and has earned 

international acclaim. David R. Maracle had several brothers who helped make 

up what has been described as ―one of the country‘s best-known native 

families.‖ Jonathan has won awards as a top Canadian Christian recording 

artist. Thomas B. and David are well-known native sculptors. Author Brant 

Joseph established the now-closed Mohawk Maracle Gift Shop, which he 

described ―as much a museum as it is a store.‖
122

 

Paul Shier of Tweed is another artist who enjoys working in many 

different media: stone, wood, copper and paints. He recently donated his hand-

carved soapstone sculpture ―Thundering Silence‖ to the people of New York 

City as a tribute to those who lost their lives in the 9-11 terrorist attack in 2001. 

The 185-pound sculpture features a full-size pair of firefighter‘s boots, a 

helmet and a pocket watch set at 9:56, the time the south tower collapsed. The 

dedication plaque reads, ―Dedicated to those courageous, unselfish mortals 

who will be remembered forever.‖ The sculpture will be permanently displayed 

at Bellevue Hospital, in a location where, each day, over 11,000 people pass. 

Shier spent over 1,000 hours creating the memorial. He also sculpted ―The 
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Guardian‖ [the wolf], which was donated for our troops in Afghanistan, who 

were serving there because of the disaster of 9-11. Shier generously presented 

―The Guardian‖ to Tweed to stand near the cenotaph ―as a reminder to all 

Canadians of the sacrifice made by members of the Canadian Forces.‖ 

 

Curtain Calls 

 

Small theatres continue to flourish. Theatres of all sorts and sizes 

stalled out during the Covid-19 pandemic, closed down by provincially-

decreed protocols. With the easing of attendance restrictions, Theatre in the 

Wings on Bridge Street in Belleville was one of the first to open. Like a crocus 

pushng its head above the lingering remnants of winter, Wings opened in 

October, 2021, a year after it was scheduled to burst upon theatre lovers. The 

first play, Taking Care of the Browns, was written by Peter Paylor and 

produced by the new River and Main Theatre Company. Paylor, Lisa Morris 

and Rick Zimmerman were the three creative geniuses behind the founding of 

River and Main. The intimate theatre holds about 40 paying spectators, and 

was fashioned in a building owned by downtown entrepreneur and restaurateur 

Paul Dinkel. 

Paylor, a gentle humorist who expresses himself in plays, books, and 

poetry, has created a fictional community of Rosewood, a fictional  place 

somewhere on a map. His Leacockian humor gently mocks the whims and 

foibles of smalltown Ontario. He and some friends have created a small 40-seat 

multi-purpose entertainment centre called Theatre in the Wings in downtown 

Belleville. 

The Belleville Theatre Guild continues to function in the Pinnacle 

Theatre. Charter member Jim Alexander remarked that there were several 

factors contributing to the early success of the guild. They included the dream 

of the small group that met one summer evening in 1951 at the home of Gladys 

and Bert Simpson to read a play; the arrival of the group‘s first professional 

director, Richard Howard in 1966; the ―input and enthusiasm‖ of the late Harry 

Mulhall which was contagious; and the acquisition by the city of the former 

Salvation Army Citadel on Pinnacle Street, leased to the guild in 1969.
123

 Since 

that time, the guild has raised funds to furnish and improve the Pinnacle 

Playhouse.
124

 

Television and the large theatre complex at the Quinte Mall have 

affected small town theatres. The county‘s two drive-in theatres, very popular 

in their heyday in the 1950s and 1960s, have closed. However, live theatrical 

performances thrive. The very successful Belleville Theatre Guild continues to 
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produce excellent plays and musicals each year and hosted the Ontario Drama 

Festival in 2005. 

Housed in an attractively renovated former movie theatre, the Stirling 

Festival Theatre provides a year-long program of varied events. Caroline Smith 

was the dynamic producer who guided the theatre in its early years, prior to 

moving to Belleville‘s Empire Theatre. There, she works with Mark Rashotte, 

Andy Forgie and others to provide first-class live entertainment. 

After being renovated by Mark Rashotte, the Empire offers live 

entertainment of all types on its stage, as well as movies. The local Beatles 

group with Andy Forgie, Al Haring, Mark Rashotte, Vitas Slapkauskas and 

Steve Smith is always a favourite. Other performers have included Bob 

Newhart, the Smothers Brothers, and Tommy Hunter. Early in 2006, the 

Empire made history when Stuart McLean (host of the popular CBC ‗Vinyl 

Café‘ radio show) teamed up with producer Ralph Benmergui to film the first-

ever ‗Vinyl Café‘ Christmas television special in Belleville. The Christmas 

show was the story of Stuart coming to Belleville and, instead of doing his 

usual show, deciding to do a Christmas pageant. 

The adjoining open-air Empire Square has hosted such famous 

personalities as Academy-award winning actor-director Kevin Costner, as well 

as Randy Bachman and Fred Turner, all in 2011.  

Smaller stage companies in Bancroft, Trenton and Tweed have made 

names for themselves. In Bancroft, Theatrics (under the highly capable 

direction of Barry and Betty Lambeck) provided excellent summer theatre for 

15 years. The Lambecks concluded their final season in 2006 with ―Murder at 

the Howard Johnson‘s‖, a spoof on the eternal love triangle. Succeeding groups 

have followed the success of the Lambecks. 

Many performance settings are very special. A few kilometres east of 

Trenton and visible from Highway 401 stands the former Johnstown Church. 

Distinguished broadcaster and author Roy Bonisteel purchased the church, 

which was next door to his farmhouse, and restored it. He would read excerpts 

from There was a Time, his memoirs of growing up in Sidney Township, near 

the church. In the book, he vividly recalls visiting the Stirling Public Library. 

Roy has passed on but his daughter Lesley and friends offer lively musical and 

theatrical productions at the Old Church Theatre on a regular basis. 

The historic Marble Church at Actinolite, northeast of Tweed, is 

another very special site, hosting many plays and other events. The IANA 

Theatre Company uses the church, now known as the Marble Arts Centre. Its 

smash hits include TWEED! A New Canadian Musical, Aleck Bell (the musical 

story of the invention of the telephone) and Godspell. 

The building celebrated 150 years of its existence late in 2014. Alleged 

sightings of Elvis Presley over the years in Tweed have resulted in the launch 

in 2011 of the Tweed Elvis Festival – a celebration that  attracts participants 
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from all over the world. The winner of the 2022 Festival was from Germany, 

beating out contestants from the Netherlands, Britain and the United States. 

Motion picture theatres continue to attract clients. The Empire Theatre 

in Belleville shares its stage with select movies, some presented by the Quinte 

Film Alternative. The eight screens in the Galaxy revamped theatres at the 

Quinte Mall feature stadium type seats and good foot room. In Trenton, 

Carmen and Joe Donato have recently completed a second major renovation of 

the historic Centre Theatre. After 24 years of renovations, the century-old 

theatre has become ―a state-of-the-art fixture‖ in downtown Trenton. It recently 

became the first independent theatre in Canada to go digital.
125

 

One of the most successful arts venture has been Docfest. Held on the 

first weekend in March, Docfest features local and international documentaries 

in half a dozen venues in Belleville's core. The film extravaganza runs from 

Friday through Sunday. It was founded in 2009 by producer Gary Magwood. 

In 2020, its 10
th

 season, Docfest went virtual because of restrictions during the 

Covid-19 pandemic. The event is not just for entertainment; many of its 

documentaries promote awareness of cultural, economic and environmental 

issues. 

 

Libraries and Various Artists 

 

County libraries are centres for the arts and entertainment. They have 

moved into the 21
st
 century and house increasing numbers of computers and 

sources of entertainment as well as knowledge. Brand new libraries have been 

opened in Quinte West and Belleville, while libraries in Tyendinaga Township 

and elsewhere have been modernized or expanded. Some of these 

developments have had more than their share of controversy, especially the 

shelving of the Quinte Cultural Centre (QCC) plan in Belleville. It would have 

seen the library developed as part of a refurbished Belleville Collegiate 

Institute that would have housed a modern auditorium, the Quinte Arts Council, 

art galleries, archives, and other features. 

An exciting program began in North Hastings in 2009 when three 

municipalities (Hastings Highlands, Bancroft and Wollaston) who were 

collaborating in the North Hastings Downtown Revitalization Project ―became 

interested in exploring the role culture could play in the social and economic 

development of North Hastings.‖
126

 Representatives of six municipalities, 

provincial government agencies and organizations as well as individuals came 

together to define North Hastings‘ culture, to list its cultural features in a 

lengthy inventory, and to offer suggestions for the future. 
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During the second weekend each July, the annual Waterfront and Ethnic 

Festival makes Belleville the place to be. In November, the annual Festival of 

Trees provides excellent entertainment and serves as an important fundraiser. 

There are several winter events throughout the county including Groundhog 

Fest in Stirling, and the Tweed Winter Carnival. 

Several years ago, the late Prince Edward County poet Al Purdy wrote 

a celebrated poem At the Quinte Hotel. According to the Roy Bonisteel, this 

was not the Belleville Quinte Hotel but one in Trenton with the same name. 

The poem is about a poet who, while drinking in a basement tavern at the 

Quinte, ―rambles on about beer and flowers‖, joins in a bar fight, and then 

recites a poem to the bar patrons. Based on the poem, Vancouver film director 

Bruce Alcock has produced an animated short film which has been shown 

around the world. A CBC Radio 2004 presentation with Gordon Pinsent also 

focused national attention on this tourist attraction, which has faced difficult 

economic times. 

Among the many other artists who have gained prominence in the 

Quinte area are Donna Bonin (Stirling), Philippa Faulkner, Edna Henderson, 

Terri Horricks, Anneka Keirstead-Chapman, Florence Lennox, Manly 

MacDonald, Poul Thrane and Robert V. Worling. Belleville`s William McGee 

produces an imaginative calendar annually. It consists of sketches (sometimes 

in colour) of historic buildings and various city scenes. 

Noted photographers have included Bob House, Richard Lumbers, Bill 

Riley and Darko Zeljkovic. Potters of distinction include Gordon and Audrey 

Davies of Belleville and Pam and Jeph of Bailey-Brown Pottery (Roslin). Pam 

and Jeph explained the route they took to develop ―a celebration of colour‖ and 

a distinct Bailey-Brown appearance. ‖We experimented. From 1980 to 

1986…we tried countless combinations of glazes and stains … With 23 

ingredients, applied in six separate glazes and stains, we‘d finally achieved the 

look we wanted. A look with enduring appeal.‖
127

 

Bill Davis, one of Canada‘s most distinguished television directors, and 

a native of Belleville, (resident in Quinte Gardens) died in the summer of 2014. 

An employee of CJBQ in 1950, he went on to Toronto (where he became a 

leading TV director) and then on to the U.S.A. In New York, he worked with 

Wayne and Shuster, before moving to Hollywood to work on the very 

successful ―Hee Haw Show.‖ He received two Emmy awards for his work on 

the Julie Andrews‘ and John Denver shows.
128
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Horseracing and Gambling   

 

For many years, many local residents looked forward to a new Quinte 

Exhibition Grounds and Raceway promised for a location on Belleville‘s 

recently developed extension of Bell Boulevard, close to Wallbridge-Loyalist 

Road. The anticipated facility, near Highway 401, was to feature harness racing 

on a 5/8-mile racetrack, video lottery terminals and casino-type games and 

slots. A hotel and conference centre were suggested as possible future additions. 

However, changing tastes and politics and a new approach to gambling 

hobbled the project and finally did it in. 

The prospect of gambling at the raceway concerned some people, who 

felt that there was enough gambling here already. That industry had continued 

to expand over the past 45 years, under the supervision and encouragement of 

the provincial government. Bingo parlours remained popular. Many corner 

convenience stores and kiosks were offering tickets on an ever-increasing 

variety of lotteries. Although the main beneficiaries of lotteries run by the 

Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation are various groups in the arts and 

related fields, the principal beneficiary of the slots is the provincial 

government. An increasing number of people were gambling and some were 

becoming problem gamblers. Nancy Langille of Belleville was a leader among 

the citizens concerned with gambling problems. For more than five years, she 

lobbied for more government and gambling industry warnings on electronic 

gambling machines. As a result, the Responsible Gambling Council (Ontario) 

presented her with the 2003 Commitment to Community Award.   

Because of the efforts of Langille and other citizens, in March 2006 the 

Ontario Problem Gambling Research Centre announced a groundbreaking 

before-and-after $3.1 million study to gauge the social and economic impacts 

of introducing slot machines at the new Quinte Exhibition Raceway in 

Belleville. Over the next five years, a research team that included some of the 

world‘s leading gambling experts would work with 4,000 subjects who live 

within 70 kilometres of Belleville. The interviewers would ask the citizens 

how they felt about the projected raceway/casino before it was opened and 

then after it was in business. According to study officials, it was ―probably the 

first time in the world that a research team can go into a community, collect 

baseline data before the gaming facility opens and then track the community 

for four years afterward.‖ One of the goals was to try to understand the onset 

of gambling addiction. 

 Langille‘s dedicated lobbying, coupled with the government‘s 

temporary moratorium on building new casinos, resulted in the delay of the 

opening of a casino in Belleville for more than a dozen years. 

The failure of Baymount (the company in charge of the casino-race 

track project) to raise sufficient funds delayed the venture for several years and 
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the raceway dream died in 2012 when the province withdrew its support from 

raceways and announced that slot money that had been going to support racing, 

would be going instead to provincial coffers. An estimated 60,000 people who 

derive their living from racing in Ontario lost their livelihood. 

 When Shorelines Casino Belleville opened on Bell Boulevard in 

January, 2017, it was the first new casino built in Ontario since 2006, and it 

was a long way from the racetrack. 

 

Step right up to the Fall Fair 

 

One of the oldest local fairs is the grandly named Shannonville World‘s 

Fair. Events are typical of many county fairs and can include (as they did in 

2011) livestock shows, a future farmers‘ calf show, poultry and rabbit exhibits, 

horse team pulling, a tractor pull, ATV pulling, 4-H judging, sheep shearing 

and spinning wheel demonstrations, general exhibits, a Homestead 

Beautification Award, a Classic Car Show, and a demolition derby. An 80-page 

catalogue lists the many events, including bubblegum blowing, water balloon 

toss, and pie eating contest for children 12 and under, and adults 13 years and 

over. Whereas the Shannonville World‘s Fair was held at Shannonville for 

generations, it has now moved to the new fairgrounds at the Tyendinaga 

Recreation Complex at Melrose. 

Meanwhile, the Belleville Agricultural Society decided in 2020 to 

move. The Society chose a new site north of Highway 401 at Highway 37 and 

Black Diamond Road. The goal was to create a year-round tourism attraction 

rather than featuring a fair only a few days a year. 

In recent years, in part because of active Canadian involvement in 

Afghanistan and elsewhere, Canada Day has come to mean more to residents 

of Tyendinaga and Canadians at large. A patriotic flag-raising ceremony 

normally introduces an afternoon and evening highlighted by a bike rally, 

karaoke and musical entertainment, fireworks, and other activities.  At 

Belleville, thousands of people turn out for the wide range of activities, 

ranging from displays of military vehicles presented by the Hastings and 

Prince Edward Regimental Museum to enjoying the sound of the Northern 

Lights Steel Drum Orchestra. In 2012, many of the 68 Studebakers present at a 

reunion at the Travel Lodge were on hand for the West Zwicks celebration of 

Canada Day. 

There are many special events throughout the year. In 2012, Tweed 

Council proclaimed the second Tribute to Elvis weekend. In fact, the whole 

month of August is ―Aloha Tweed Month.‖ The Hawaiian theme was chosen to 

commemorate the 40
th

 anniversary of the famous Hawaiian concert.
129
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October 2011, Stirling held the first Hastings County Beer Festival with 18 

breweries represented. The same month, Belleville‘s Maranatha Church hosted 

the annual Ontario District Convention of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 

More than 25 ‗barbershop‘ quartets competed for the right to represent the 

province at the International Convention. Unfortunately, the Quinte chapter, 

organized in the 1950s and known as the Trentones for many years, did not 

reach the finals. 

Quinte West traces its Celtic Festival back to 1989 when a group of 

Trenton citizens boarded a bus, sponsored by Branch 110 of the Royal 

Canadian Legion, to enjoy a day of Celtic Music in Toronto. It convinced them 

to begin a Celtic program locally. Even Mayor John Williams wore a kilt when 

he addressed the crowd. Music lovers celebrated the 22
nd

 annual Scottish Irish 

Festival early in September 2012. The celebration included a Parade of Bands 

through downtown Trenton. At Frankford, the Tourist Park is the site of the 

popular Island Blues Festival.  

Hastings residents and their visitors have a wide range of 

entertainments to attend throughout the county. The county is definitely not 

artistically challenged – almost any cultural adventure can be discovered and 

enthusiastically enjoyed, right here. 
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20. Hockey, Hockey and More Hockey 

. . from amateurs to professionals . . . 
 

Hockey has had a very strong following in the Belleville area for years. 

When the Belleville McFarlands put the city on the international hockey map 

in the 1950s, the city revelled in its hockey stature. Representing Canada at the 

Ice Hockey World Championships in Prague in 1959, against all odds the boys 

from Belleville won a gold medal over the Soviet Union. Belleville had 

become a big-time hockey town. 

 It was a very unlikely occasion. Equally unlikely was the chance that 

Belleville, population 50,000, could become a professional hockey town with a 

franchise in the American Hockey League. But it happened in 2017 when the 

Belleville Senators, farm club of the Ottawa Senators, set up shop in town. 

Belleville was in the big leagues. 

Dozens of home-grown players had, over the years, graduated from 

local hockey to the professional leagues such as the National Hockey League, 

the American Hockey League and the East Coast League. Fans were pleased to 

see players such as P.K Subban, one of the NHL‘s most effective defencemen, 

and his brothers Jordan and Malcolm develop their skills at the Yardmen arena. 

Equally prominent in their day were the Hull brothers of Point Anne, a 

community of Belleville. Dennis Hull, a left winger with the Chicago 

Blackhawks, was a star in his own right, except that he was eclipsed by his 

brother Bobby, the supernova hockey whiz known as The Golden Jet. Bobby‘s 

son Brett also starred in the National Hockey League. Marc Crawford, born in 

Belleville, has followed a successful coaching career in the National Hockey 

League, coaching a series of NHL teams and winning the Stanley Cup with the 

Colorado Avalanche in 1996. 

The arrival of the Belleville Senators in 2017 brought in a host of NHL 

wannabes. Since the parent Senators team in Ottawa owned the contracts of all 

the players, every player was hoping to be ―sent up‖ to Ottawa or traded to 

another NHL team. As pleasant as Belleville could be, nobody wanted to stay 

in town. For professional reasons, they were doing their best to get out. 

All AHL teams are franchises of NHL teams. They can be, and are, 

moved around at the whim of the parent team. The Senators had been located 

in Binghamton, N.Y. They came to be in Belleville because the Belleville Bulls, 

an Ontario Hockey League franchise, abruptly left town in the spring of 2015 

and left the town hungry for hockey. 

For a number of years there had been friction between Bulls owner 

Gord Simmons and Belleville city hall. Simmons wanted extensive 

improvements to the Yardmen arena. The city wouldn‘t provide them unless 

Simmons agreed to a long-term commitment to Belleville. In the municipal 

election in the fall of 2014, incumbent mayoralty candidate Taso Christopher 
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mused publicly about having a community-owned hockey team (Simmons 

lived in Uxbridge). The stand-off ended abruptly in March 2015 when 

Simmons sold the team to interests in Hamilton. Belleville was without a 

major hockey team. 

An ad hoc-key committee was struck consisting of three members of 

council (Mayor Christopher and Councillors Garnet Thompson and Mike 

Graham) and senior staff advisor Mark Fluhrer. They beat the bushes for a 

team, any kind of a team, that could bring hockey back to the Yardmen arena. 

They were floored when they were offered an opportunity to land the Ottawa 

Senators‘ farm team of the American Hockey League. The team would be 

called the Belleville Senators, known informally as the Baby Sens. 

It was an expensive deal. Renovations to the Yardmen, including 

bumping the seating up to 3,500, ran to more than $20 million. This contrasted 

to the $8 million or $10 million it might have cost to accommodate Gord 

Simmons. Other costs, including an interest-free loan, required a lay-out of 

more than $30 million. 

The major inducement for the Senators was that they could move their 

farm team a few hours closer to home, without having the inconvenience of 

crossing the U.S. border. 

The Senators agreed to stay at least eight years. The deal also gave 

them complete rights to advertising inside and outside the building, including 

naming rights. In the fall of 2018, the old Yardmen Arena became the CAA 

(Canadian Automobile Association) Arena. 

In the fall of 2017, the new Belleville Senators played their first nine 

games of the season on the road to allow completion of renovations. There was 

very little public grumbling about the cost. Councillor Thompson explained it 

this way: ―It only took us two years to bring an AHL team to a community 

hungry for hockey. People wanted hockey and we got an arena and a hockey 

team we can be proud of.‖ 

Writer Roy MacGregor, a passionate defender of our national game, 

explained it this way: ―We‘re not talking police stations and fire halls here. 

We‘re talking church. Hockey is Canada‘s religion. You can always sell a new 

church for hockey.‖ 

 

Success of the Bulls 

 

 The Senators brought good professional hockey to Belleville, but it 

was a different brand of hockey. The community liked the show but had more 

difficulty warming up to the Sens as ―their‖ team. Fans had loved their Bulls. 

The Belleville Bulls had been, arguably, the most successful and 

celebrated local team of the past few decades. Their story began more than 30 

years ago. Belleville needed a better arena to attract better hockey.  The 
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Belleville Yardmen (a group of local trainmen who raised money across the 

province by selling lottery tickets) donated more than $3 million to help a new 

arena with an Olympic-size ice surface. The other half of the cost came from 

the provincial lottery corporation, meaning that Belleville taxpayers had no 

initial cost to bear. Work on the 100 by 200 foot arena was completed in 1978 

in time to help celebrate the community‘s centennial as a city. (It was thought 

that other teams would be moving to a larger ice surface. That didn‘t happen. 

When the Sens arrived, the ice surface was reduced to AHL-NHL standards.) 

The new facility led to a local team in the Tier II Provincial Junior 

Hockey League. In just its second season (1981-82), the team, known as the 

Bulls, ―rode a high-powered offence and the guidance of Larry Mavety to a 

berth in the national championships‖ 
130

 They came close to capturing the 

Centennial Cup in Halifax, bowing to the Prince Albert Raiders in the final 5-2. 

However, as coach Mavety summed it up, ―It‘s nice to be number one, but 

being number two in Canada isn‘t bad.‖ 

The following year, a small group of local businessmen headed by Dr. 

Bob Vaughan and Bob Dolan gained a franchise in the newly-named Ontario 

Hockey League. Mavety took 23 players from the cast-off lists of the other 

teams. His first pick from the midget draft was Dan Quinn. Other first-year 

team members included Dunc MacIntyre (the only Bull whose number has 

ever been retired), Marty McSorley, and talented goalie Darren Pang (now a 

prominent American hockey sportscaster). In the first regular season game, the 

Bulls defeated Kingston 12-7. Dave Nicholls became the team's first hero, after 

scoring three goals. Later, The Hockey News quoted League Commissioner 

David Branch as saying that, at a major level of hockey, Belleville was 

―probably the most successful expansion team in the history of expansion‖. 

The team‘s 50-point first season doubled the previous record for an expansion 

team. 

The famed Gretzky family figured in the early years. ―The Great One‖, 

Wayne Gretzky, was a part owner of the team from 1982 to 1984. Brother 

Keith was a team leader over parts of two seasons and brother Brent (drafted 

sixth overall in the 1989 OHL midget draft) was a team leader. Brent had a 32-

game point streak in his final year, before a knee injury knocked him out of the 

season finale. His final year statistics saw him with 43 goals and 78 assists for 

121 points.
131

   

The Bulls established themselves as a very successful team, missing the 

playoffs only three times in their 31-year history. They were the Ontario 

Hockey League Champions in 1999, hosted the league‘s All Star game in 2006, 

reached the 100-point milestone for the first time in the 2007-2008 season and 
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went on to the Memorial Cup semi-finals that season. However, they lost the 

final game to the Kitchener Rangers 9-0. 

Despite the number of Kitchener goals in the game, goaltending 

normally has been a Belleville team strength. For example, in 2008-2009, 

Mike Murphy led all OHL goaltenders with a 2.08 GAA and .941 save 

percentage. He became the all-time Bulls‘ franchise leader with 85 career 

victories and eight shutouts. For only the third time in franchise history, the 

Bulls drew more than 100,000 fans to 34 home games. It marked the first time 

the club hit the 100,000 plateau under the stewardship of Uxbridge 

businessman Gord Simmons, who had purchased the team from original owner 

Dr. Bob Vaughan in 2004. 

In 2010, the Bulls celebrated their 30
th

 anniversary and played their 

1000
th

 game. Unfortunately, 2010-2011 was not a banner year in other ways. It 

was ―a rebuilding year‖ that saw the team earn a berth in the playoffs only after 

winning its final game of the season. It was Andy Bathgate, grandson and 

namesake of the Maple Leaf great, who snapped a shot from the face-off circle 

to put the Bulls into the playoffs. The previous year, the young Bathgate had 

set a Bulls‘ record by scoring three consecutive goals in a span of 2:23 minutes 

in a key game to lift the Bulls over the Brampton Battalion 3-2.  An amazing 

and timely hat trick by a player whose grandfather said that young Andy had 

the ability and ―moves the puck at the right times.‖
132

Bathgate was one of five 

Belleville players with an NHL family tie to face the St. Michael‘s Majors in 

the playoffs. The others were blueliner Bjorn Krupp, winger Carter Sandlak, 

centre Dylan Corson, and goaltender Malcolm Subban. 

Despite the presence of these five, the St. Michael‘s Majors swept the 

first round of the playoffs, shutting out the Bulls in the final three games. 

Attendance in the final game was 1,850, a new franchise low for the playoffs. 

Nevertheless, the attending fans applauded the Bulls throughout the game and 

gave them a standing ovation at the end.
133

 

 

More Bull Favourites 

 

Belleville Bulls‘ fans normally are among the best behaved in the 

league. Among the very few exceptions was the game on December 13, 2006 

when fans littered the ice with red rubber balls to protest a string of penalty 

calls against the home team late in the third period of a 7-6 overtime victory 

against the Kingston Frontenacs. The red rubber balls had been handed out 

earlier to Bulls fans as part of a promotion for a local stereo store. Some were 
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thrown at the referee‘s head as he talked to coach George Burnett at the Bulls‘ 

bench. 
134

   

 A few years ago, readers of the Intelligencer voted Matt Stajan as their 

favourite all-time Belleville Bull. Stajan was a talented player. In a single week 

at the end of the 2003 season, he played a great game for the Bulls, then 

assisted on a goal with the Toronto Maple Leafs‘ AHL affiliate in St. John‘s 

Newfoundland, and finally notched a goal for the Maple Leafs in his first NHL 

game. Three leagues in a single week! Amazing! 

Of the more than 500 players who have worn Bulls uniforms in the 

OHL from 1981 to 2010, more than 50 have played, or are playing, in the NHL. 

The first Bull graduates to reach the NHL were Danny Quinn and Marty 

McSorley who entered the league in the 1983-1984 season. Quinn went on to 

play for eight teams and score 266 goals in regular season play. Other stars 

included Bryan Marchment (who has played for nine NHL teams), Jason 

Spezza, Kyle Wellwood and Dan Cleary. Cleary was the first Newfoundlander 

to play in the NHL and the first to play on a Stanley Cup team (Detroit 2008). 

Jonathan Cheechoo was another star. Writer Aaron Bell argues 

convincingly ―the most exciting time to be at the Yardmen Area was in May 

1999 when Jonathan Cheechoo scored five times in Game 7 [against the 

London Knights], giving the Bulls their first OHL Championship.‖ 
135

 He also 

holds the team record for the most power play goals in a single game. Early in 

2006, he signed a five-year contract with the San Jose Sharks worth $15 

million. At the end of the 2005-2006 season, Cheechoo received the Rocket 

Richard Trophy for leading the NHL in goals, with 56. Off the ice, Cheechoo 

made other contributions. Along with assistant trainer Chris Rutledge and 

many others, he appealed for used hockey equipment to send 1,100 kilometres 

north to young would-be players in the Cree First Nation of Moose Factory, his 

hometown. Hundreds of pieces of equipment went north. 
136

 Cheechoo retired 

in March, 2018. 

Other former Bulls who played with distinction in the NHL include 

diminutive 5‘ 5‖ goalie Darren Pang. Pang (or ―Panger‖ as he is known), went 

on to become a celebrated TV colour commentator. Richard Park, a native of 

Korea, known as a speedster with the Bulls, has played for six NHL teams. 

Justin Papineau helped the 1997-1998 Bulls to an 11 game winning streak, 

during which he racked up 21 points, before playing for the NHL Blues and the 

Islanders.
137

 Another popular former Bull is Marty McSorley, the hardrock 

defenceman who won two Stanley Cups with the Edmonton Oilers and served 
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as Wayne Gretzky‘s bodyguard in Edmonton and Los Angeles. He remains one 

of the most penalized players in NHL history. 

Most of the players from outside Belleville attended Quinte Secondary 

School, where Peggy Burris, the team‘s academic advisor for more than 30 

years, attended to their educational needs. A few went to other schools such as 

Moira Secondary (Steve Bancroft), BCI&VS (Marty McSorley) and Albert 

College. 

 

The Subbans and Others 

 

Among alumni Bulls active in the NHL today, defenceman P.K. Subban 

of the Montreal Canadiens is one of the most gifted and controversial. A sixth-

round OHL draft pick in 2005, P.K. became a prolific point-getter for the Bulls 

and went on to win two gold medals as a member of Team Canada at the world 

junior championships.  As a Toronto Star reporter noted, describing Subban‘s 

role against the Maple Leafs: ―on Saturday he did to his hometown Leafs what 

he does on his best nights – he got under their skin.‖ One Habs veteran said 

that he had ―never seen a player hated so quickly this early in his career. Hated, 

that is, by the opposition,‖ for Subban has the talent and skill to electrify and 

excite the fans.  He demonstrated this on April 5, 2011 when he scored the 

overtime goal that lifted the Habs into the playoffs. 

For his popularity as a star player, a spokesperson for the team, and 

winning the 2013 Norris Trophy as the NHL‘s top defenceman, the Habs 

rewarded him in 2014. He agreed to ―a whopping eight-year deal worth $72 

million . . . ―Subban‘s progression from a sixth-round steal by Belleville in the 

2005 OHL draft to Norris Trophy winner in 2013 would suggest he‘s worth the 

money based on today‘s NHL market.‖
138

 

Players such as P.K. Subban made a significant contribution to the local 

community during their years here. P.K. was a regular visitor to Prince Charles 

Public School, visiting every grade on a regular basis. He would sit on the 

floor with the students and talk about hockey and the importance of a good 

education. His brothers, goaltender Malcolm and defenceman Jordan, also 

moved on to professional hockey careers. 

P.K. turned out to be a star defenceman for the Montreal Canadiens 

who inexplicably after a few seasons traded him to the Nashville Predators. He 

has since played with the New Jersey Devils. Despite winning accolades as a 

top NHL defenceman, he has not been accorded the recognition one might 

expect from his starring roles. 

Noteworthy local hockey players who played with OHL teams other 

than the Bulls include Rob Ray and Matt Cooke of Stirling. Playing with the 
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Buffalo Sabres for 14 seasons, Rob Ray received as many as 354 penalty 

minutes in a year. Matt Cooke entered the NHL in 1998 and spent most of his 

time with the Vancouver Canucks and the Pittsburgh Penguins. He played with 

the Penguins when the team won the Stanley Cup in 2009. Earlier, in 2004 he 

helped Team Canada win the Gold Medal in the World Championship. Cooke‘s 

very physical playing style has caused him difficulties and has earned him the 

reputation of being ―a pest‖. Like some other prominent players, he is known 

for his ability to aggravate opponents. Late in the 2010-2011 season, he 

delivered a check to the head of Ryan McDonagh of the New York Rangers 

that led to his suspension for the balance of the season and the first round of 

the playoffs. 

   

Visits of the Stanley Cup 

 

When Matt Cooke helped win the Stanley Cup in 2009, he delighted 

local hockey fans by bringing the cup to Belleville for a visit. The cup also 

paid a local visit with Brad Richardson, the Belleville native who helped the 

Los Angeles Kings win it for the 2011-2012 season. 

Rick Meagher was among the other Belleville natives who starred in 

the NHL. He played nearly 700 games for four different clubs, captained the St. 

Louis Blues, and in 1990 earned the Frank J. Selke trophy, as the NHL‘s best 

defensive forward. Later, he made outstanding contributions to the Belleville 

area, as noted in the chapter on Volunteerism. 

Andrew Raycroft, a Belleville native, has a distinguished goaltending 

career in the NHL. Drafted by the Boston Bruins in 1998, Raycroft played his 

first full NHL season in 2001-2002. In 2003-2004, he compiled a 29-18-9 

record with a 2.05 goals against average and led the Bruins to a second-place 

finish in the regular season in the Eastern Conference.  That season, he earned 

the Calder Trophy as league rookie of the year. In 2006, he began playing with 

the Toronto Maple Leafs and, on April 3, 2007, tied the Leafs‘ franchise record 

for most wins by a goaltender in the regular season (37). He is one of the 

Belleville hockey players who have received the Robinson-Kelleher Memorial 

Award as Belleville‘s athlete of the year. 

 Over the years, more than 20 native-born Bellevillians have played in 

the NHL. Several played in more than a hundred games. These included Ed 

Westfall (1940 games) who won the Stanley Cup with the Boston Bruins in 

1970 and 1972, ―earned an assist on Bobby Orr‘s famous Stanley-cup winning 

goal in 1970‖ and scored the second of the three goals when the Bruins scored 

three goals in 20 seconds in a 1971 game with the Vancouver Canucks.
139

 Rick 

Green (845 games) was a quintessential stay-at-home defenceman. Brad 
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Richardson (316 games) played for the Colorado Avalanche and the Los 

Angeles Kings and scored his first career hat trick on October 23, 2010  when 

the Kings defeated his former team. 

 Hastings County can lay claim to being the original home of other 

famous NHL players. Bryan Watson of Bancroft earned the title of ―Super Pest‖ 

because of the way he blanketed Bobby Hull through his ―refined art of 

clutching, grabbing and clinging tactics.‖ By comparison, fellow Bancroft 

native Steve Shutt was ―a nice guy.‖ 

Half a dozen Trenton-born hockey players have played in the NHL. 

Mel Bridgman was the NHL‘s first overall draft choice in 1975. He played 

almost a thousand games, scored 252 goals, and became the first General 

Manager of the Ottawa Senators in 1992. Jackie Hamilton scored 28 goals with 

the Maple Leafs in 102 games. Skilled playmaker George Ferguson played 

almost 800 games for Toronto and Pittsburgh and scored 160 goals. Later he 

coached the Trenton Sting. Skilled goaltender John Garrett played for four 

teams (including the Toronto Toros) in the World Hockey Association and 

holds the record for the most wins by any goalie in WHA history. After the 

WHA, Garrett went on to play for the Quebec Nordiques and Vancouver 

Canucks. He began his impressive broadcasting career in 1986-87 and worked 

as a successful colour commentator on CBC‘s Hockey Night in Canada until 

1998. Then he worked for the fledgling CTV Sportsnet and other hockey 

broadcasting interests.  

Marmora native Greg Terrion was a talented left-winger who played 

561 games in the NHL and earned 243 points, most of them with the Maple 

Leafs. 

 

The Hull Family 

 

Any summary of outstanding local players must include members of 

the Hull Family of Point Anne (now part of Belleville). The Hull dynasty 

included Bobby Hull (―The Golden Jet‖), his son known as ―The Golden Brett‖, 

and Bobby‘s brother Dennis (―The Silver Jet‖), a key player for Team Canada 

in the historic Summit Series against the rival Soviets in 1972. 

 Bobby Hull became a legendary figure after the Winnipeg Jets signed 

him in 1972 to a then unheard-of million-dollar contract. This gave instant 

credibility to the newly founded World Hockey Association. Bobby scored 303 

goals in the WHL and 610 goals in the NHL. He led the NHL in goal scoring 

seven times, played on Chicago‘s Stanley Cup team in 1961, and was a key 

member of the winning Canada Cup team the same year. In 1966, he became 

the first NHLer to score more than 50 goals in a season. When he scored his 

51
st
 goal against New York Rangers in 1966, the fans gave him a seven-minute 

standing ovation. Hull was famous for his slapshot, which was clocked as high 
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as 190.4 kilometres an hour. Such achievements led to Hull being named 

‗Canada‘s Male athlete of the Year‘ in 1965 and 1966. 

 Like Bobby, his son Brett is a hockey legend. He had one of the best 

shots in hockey history and scored 741 regular season goals. In addition to 

winning several NHL trophies (including the Hart Memorial Trophy as the 

league‘s most valuable player in 1990-1991), he led the league in scoring three 

times and helped Dallas and Detroit win Stanley Cups. In the 1996 World Cup 

of Hockey, able to play on the American team because of dual citizenship, he 

scored the decisive goal in the final game against the Canadian team. Brett was 

somewhat of an unusual player in that he kept all his own teeth, despite playing 

in the NHL for 15 years and not wearing a mouth guard until 2000.
140

 

 

The Crawfords and Others 

   

The Crawfords are another famous hockey family. The Crawford 

dynasty includes Floyd Crawford who led the Belleville McFarlands to a 

Canadian Championship in 1958 and a World Championship in 1959. Later he 

was chief scout for the Bulls and was instrumental in building the star-studded 

1999 OHL Championship Bulls team with star performers like Ryan Ready, 

Justin Papineau and Jonathan Cheechoo.   

Marc Crawford followed his father‘s example. Drafted by the 

Vancouver Canucks in 1980, Marc played 176 games and scored 19 goals. 

During his years with Vancouver, he split his time between Vancouver and its 

AHL affiliate in Fredericton, New Brunswick, some 5,000 kilometres apart. 

Because of constant flying between the two cities, he earned the nickname 

―747.‖ After retiring as a player, he turned to coaching and won the NHL‘s 

Jack Adams Award as Coach of the Year in 1995. In 1996, he coached the 

Colorado Avalanche to a Stanley Cup championship. He also has done colour 

commentary for Hockey Night in Canada. 

Two other Crawford brothers played in the NHL. Bob, known for his 

skating speed, appeared in 246 games for four teams and scored 71 goals and 

71 assists. He then entered a successful coaching career. Louis played 26 

games for Boston but his major achievements came as a coach. He guided the 

Bulls during several very successful seasons in the late 1990s, including the 

club‘s only OHL Championship in 1998-1999.  

In 2004, Intelligencer sports reporter Paul Svoboda interviewed Marc 

Crawford about the role his mother, Pauline, played in the family‘s hockey 

world. Because there were seven boys, Pauline had some long days. Winter 

Sundays would find her at the Memorial Arena. According to Marc, ―Some 

Sundays she‘d be in that seat [near the visitor‘s bench] for four or five straight 
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games depending on who was playing because we had people playing at every 

level – from juvenile right down to novice … She would make me these 

special eggnogs or energy drinks before every game‖, Crawford recalled.. 

―She‘d always say: ‗Okay, this one‘s worth a goal or this one‘s worth two 

goals,‘ as she sent me out the door.‖ Pauline also played the role of boxing 

referee and peacemaker, separating her boys during the fights they had over 

equipment. ―All of our equipment was kept in the basement in our house on 

Charles Street and there weren‘t any specific areas – not like dressing room 

stalls or anything like that – it was a free-for-all.‖ 

The Crawfords were ―front and centre‖ again after 2010 when the 

future of Belleville‘s Memorial Arena was in doubt. The completion of two 

additional rinks at the Quinte Sports Complex and the failure of the ice-cooling 

system at the Memorial Arena led city council to establish a committee to 

consider the future of the Memorial. Floyd Crawford was a leader in the fight 

to keep the Memorial as an ice rink.
141

 

Among other Belleville natives who have had distinguished careers is 

Nathan Moon. In October 2010, he was honoured as the Canadian Hockey 

League Player of the Week with three goals and six assists in three games. 

At least one Hastings resident made a name for himself in the OHL as a 

linesman and referee for 25 years. On March 31, 2010, Paul Svoboda of The 

Intelligencer wrote that Stirling native Al Detlor would be retiring at the end of 

the season, noting that ―He had a tooth knocked out by Eric Lindros, got run 

over by P.K. Subban and watched Bryan Marchment brawl in his underwear.‖ 

Detlor probably thought that his work with the Ontario Provincial Police 

would be safer. 

At a lower level, Provincial Junior A teams operated in Trenton and 

Bancroft. Although the Bancroft team has ceased to operate, the Trenton team 

(known over the years by such names as The Trenton Bobcats, Sting, West 

Pack, Hercs, and Trenton Golden Hawks) has provided enjoyment to local fans 

since 1970.  In Deseronto, recent years have seen the Quinte Hawks leave in 

1998, to be succeeded by the Thunder (2006-2008) and the Storm.   

So popular is hockey that arenas throughout the county are hard-

pressed to keep up with the demand for ice time from an increasing number of 

hockey teams and skating clubs. Fortunately, the community of Wellington in 

adjoining Prince Edward County opened a new arena, home to the Wellington 

Dukes. Many of their players come from the Quinte area and some were draft 

choices of the Belleville Bulls. According to CJBQ Sports Editor Jack Miller, 

the Dukes are the most successful team in Junior ―A‖ Hockey, having had 13 

consecutive 30-win seasons, including two trips to the national championships 

(RBC Cup). 
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After an absence from Senior A Hockey for more than 40 years, the 

Belleville McFarlands returned in 2003-2004, reminding us that a team by that 

name won Canada‘s Allan Cup in 1958 and the World Championship the 

following year. The reborn McFarlands played in the Wally Dever Arena at the 

Quinte Sports Centre. Unfortunately, the new McFarlands were not as 

successful as their namesakes were, and the league died within a few years. 

 

Other Minor League Teams 

  

Successful minor league teams are found throughout the county. For 

example, in the 2010-2011 season, the Tweed Peewee Hawks won the All 

Ontario Championship, sweeping Mildmay of the London area in three games. 

The Tweed McConnell Funeral Home Peewee ‗A‘ Hawks claimed their second 

straight OMHA championship. In addition, the Stirling Legion 228 Peewee 

Blues placed second in the fight for the All Ontario Minor Hockey Association 

Peewee ‗B‘ Championship. 

The future of hockey rests with the youth of the county and the country, 

as exemplified in the many successful players in local teams. 

 

Different Types of Hockey 

 

Hockey is played during every season. The Quinte Sports and Wellness 

Centre normally keeps ice in one of its four arenas for hockey schools during 

the summer. Moreover, some types of hockey do not use ice. Ball hockey is a 

sport that has grown greatly in popularity. Since 1989, Belleville teams in 

various divisions have won many provincial championships, far more than any 

other Ontario centre. In fact, Belleville has earned the title of ―Ball Hockey 

Capital of Ontario.‖ There are four local leagues – the Men‘s and Minor 

leagues based in Belleville and Women‘s leagues in Trenton and Belleville. 

From only 147 players in 1989, the minor league has grown to include about a 

thousand boys and girls from the ages of five to 17 in 2012. In fact, the 

Belleville Minor Ball Hockey League has the second largest number of 

participants in any minor sport in the Belleville area. Soccer has the most. 

One of the most successful teams was the 2010 Junior Ball Hockey 

Team which won the provincial championship, defeating archrival Beeton 4-0. 

Rick Carr, one of the original local ball hockey organizers, has remained a 

leading figure in the sport for 30 years – an example of the devotion sports‘ 

organizers have for their sports. Local ball hockey players and coaches have 

played a prominent role for World championship Canadian teams at the Under 

20 and Under 18 competitions in Europe.   

Floorball is a relatively new sport developed in Sweden in the 1970s. A 

mixture of street hockey, ball hockey and floor hockey, it provides good 
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training for ice hockey. In 2011, several Belleville players headed to Europe as 

part of a Canadian team. 

At the 2010 women‘s inline hockey championship at Prague, 

Belleville‘s Jackie Jarrell won a third silver medal and earned tournament 

MVP honours. She hopes to be playing regularly if inline hockey ever becomes 

an Olympic sport. 

 

(Author Gerry Boyce followed hockey closely and held Bulls season 

tickets for many, many years.) 
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21. Sports, Sports and More Sports 

. . . yes, Virginia, there is life beyond hockey . . . 
   

Although hockey has been the most widely publicized sport in recent 

Hastings County history, it certainly is not the only one. There are literally 

dozens of sports and thousands of participants – so many, in fact, that the 

author can only offer a small sample and apologize for the omission of many 

other noteworthy teams, participants and events. 

   

Sports Halls and Walls of Fame 

 

The variety of excellent sportsmen and sportswomen can be seen in the 

number of athletes honoured by local sports halls of fame. Since 1987, 

Belleville has recognized its outstanding athletes in this way. The idea came 

from Paul Kirby, then a second-year Loyalist College student, who was doing 

research for his book Champions All – a look at Belleville and area athlete.
142

 

Kirby was encouraged by the city‘s Recreation Department and was assisted by 

committee members Drury Denyes, James Hurst, Dennis Newman, and Fred 

Brooks. 

Modelled on the Oshawa Sports Hall of Fame, Kirby launched what 

has become an excellent program to recognize Belleville athletes and builders. 
143

 Initial inductees in 1987 included golfer Gary Bowerman, Intelligencer 

sports editor George Carver, athlete-executive Sandy Burrows, baseball players 

Walt Gerow, Fred Goyer, and William ―Peeney‖ Mills, versatile athlete Vern 

Goyer, hockey player Albert ―Toots‖ Holway, hockey brothers and super stars 

Bobby and Dennis Hull, golfer Betty Ingram, motorcycle racer George Pepper, 

Blind Masters super athlete Sarah Thompson, athlete/teacher/coach Homer 

―Red‖ Townsend of BCI&VS fame, and multi-sport athlete Vern Weir. One of 

the largest groups – eight members in all – represents weightlifting. The eight 

belong to the legendary Apollo Barbell Club, established in 1954 by Ken Carr-

Braint. 

The Belleville Sports Hall of Fame Committee has had its share of 

tough decisions to make. At one time a horse was nominated. After careful 

deliberation, the committee ruled that the horse could not stand for election, 

but the rider could. 

While Belleville has its Sports Hall of Fame with pictures of its 

members located in the Quinte Sports and Wellness Centre, Quinte West has its 

Sports Wall of Fame housed in the Quinte West Y. The idea of such a site to 

salute athletes, teams and individuals committed to the development of sport in 
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the city had been talked about for years, but it was the completion of the 

YMCA of the City of Quinte West that provided a suitable location. Planning 

for the Wall of Fame began after city councillor Doug Whitney approached the 

Wednesday Morning Coffee Club, a group of former softball alumni and 

athletes and asked if they would take on the challenge of setting it up. They 

agreed. Trentonian reporter Ernst Kuglin noted that the long list of inductees at 

the first ceremony read like a ―Who`s Who‖ of local sports figures. Original 

inductees included 23 individuals in the athlete category and 35 in the builder 

category. Among the first athletes admitted to the hall were NHL standouts 

John Garrett, George Ferguson and Bob Dailey, as well as Olympic figure 

skater Elizabeth Manley and Olympic swimmer Adam Sioui. Later entrants 

included C.W. "Shorty" Jenkins who, starting in 1967 at the Trenton Curling 

Club, began turning ice-making into an art form for Canadian and world 

championships. Elsewhere in the county, local sports groups recognize their 

own outstanding participants in various ways.  

 

Iceboating, Snowmobiling and Dog Sled Races 

 

Winter sports include figure skating, where the county has contributed 

two National and Olympic Champions – Elizabeth Manley and Brian Orser. 

Elizabeth Manley grew up in an air force family at Trenton. She gained fame 

as a National Champion and an Olympic silver medallist (1988). She retired as 

a competitive amateur at age 22 and skated for 18 years in professional shows. 

Fifty-Five Plus magazine described her as the ―Ice Queen‖ in October 2011. In 

1998, she became a member of the Order of Canada. 

Born in Belleville in 1961, figure skater Brian Orser was eight-time 

National Champion and two-time Olympic silver medallist (1984, 1988). At 

the Calgary Olympics, he carried the Canadian flag. Like Manley, he too 

turned professional. Other prominent local skaters who had professional 

careers include the McCutcheon sisters – Jane and Peggy of Belleville, who are 

members of the Belleville Sports Hall of Fame. Skating clubs remain popular 

in several county centres.   

An Olympic competitor with a strong county connection was Clay Ives. 

Born and raised in Bancroft, he was on the Canadian National Luge team for 

more than five years. His sledding career began with a ―Krazy Karpet‖ on a 

hill near his home and led to appearances in the 1988 Olympics as a Canadian 

luger and in 2002 as an Olympic bronze medal winner for the USA. His move 

to the American team prompted criticism, but he felt it was essential in order to 

obtain state-of-the-art equipment and adequate financial support. At the 2006 

Olympics, Ives was an assistant coach to the Canadian team. He is the first to 

admit that hurtling down an icy track at speeds approaching 150 kilometres an 
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hour, with no brakes on the sled, ―is not everyone‘s cup of tea.‖ It is downright 

dangerous, but it is exhilarating fun for Ives and his fellow lugers. 

Todd Crawford describes his first trip down a bobsled run as ―love at 

first slide.‖ 
144

 For most of the 1990s, the Belleville native was brakeman on a 

four-man sled that competed in six world championships and numerous World 

Cup events. On three occasions, he narrowly missed a trip to the Olympics, but 

did help coach the Virgin Islands Olympic Bobsleigh team in 1998. In 2006, he 

competed on the Masters circuit in track and field, winning five gold medals 

and setting a Canadian record in one event. 

―Batawa Skiers rule the slopes‖ was the headline in The Intelligencer 

on January 31, 2006. Despite the fact that skiers from the Batawa Ski Racing 

Club had yet to ski on their home hill in the 2005-2006 season, the plucky 

Batawa skiers were winning elsewhere. 

Iceboating was a popular sport on the sheltered waters of the Bay of 

Quinte until well into the 1950s. Trenton saw world championship races. Red 

McGillivray of Trenton was an experienced ice sailor and was a headliner on 

CBC‘s Rick Mercer Report early in 2010. McGillivray said that Mercer was 

―terrified‖ by the idea of riding an iceboat on the frozen bay at almost 50 miles 

per hour. However, by the end of the day ―he could understand better how to 

get more speed and have a better control of his boat.‖ 
145

 In January 2012, the 

CFB Trenton Yacht Club was headquarters for the Canadian Iceboating 

Championships. Competitors came from Montreal, Kingston, Hamilton, 

Quinte West and Michigan. Unfortunately, warmer winters have lessened the 

number of boats on local ice. 

The Centre Hastings Snowmobile Club held its fourth annual Poker 

Run in February 2011. It attracted over 180 riders and proceeds went toward 

replacing the Deer Creek Bridge. The Bancroft area hosts a similar event – the 

Madawaska Cup – revived after a 40-year absence. 

Although there is no organized rock climbing club locally, members of 

the Toronto Section of the Alpine Club of Canada ice climb in winter at the 

Eagles Nest at Bancroft. At other times of year, they have other sites, including 

Lake Mazinaw. 

A recent addition to the arena scene is speed skating with the Quinte 

Blades Speedskating Club developing some excellent racers at Belleville. 2011 

was a banner year for the club with Abby Pickard and Jenna Wright winning 

provincial championships. Paul Pickard was back on the podium for the fourth 

straight year, skating to the Masters 3 title. A week later, Madoc‘s Joshua 

Bateman won a gold medal at the Speedskating Canada East Short Track 

Championships.  
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 Figure skating remains a popular activity. The Tweed Figure Skating 

Club celebrated its 40
th

 anniversary in February 2006 with six-time Canadian 

champion Jennifer Robinson as the featured performer. The Bancroft Skating 

Club‘s Carnival 2006 – ―Blades Around the World‖ – also participated. More 

than 60 costumed skaters represented more than a dozen countries. The 

carnival helped launch Frosty Frolics 2006. 

 North Hastings is particularly proud of its sled dog racing.  Eldorado 

features a 50-mile race, snow conditions permitting. The Marmora Sno‘Fest 

hosts the oldest continuing series of races of its kind for sled dogs. More than 

2,000 competitors attended the 33
rd

 annual event in 2011. Even the Jamaican 

sled dog team attended. 

Curling continues to be a very popular sport. In 2008, the Quinte 

Curling Club in Belleville celebrated its 50
th

 anniversary and, to record the 

accomplishments of each decade, Paul Henderson wrote a series of articles in 

The Intelligencer. On February 17, Belleville Mayor Neil Ellis helped to 

recreate the ceremony of throwing the first rock, performed in 1958 by Gerry 

Hyde. Former Mayor Hyde was present for the recreated ceremony. Among the 

biggest local events has been the 2002 Nokia Cup, co-hosted by the Quinte, 

Stirling, and Prince Edward curling clubs. 

In Tweed, the Land O‘Lakes Curling Club is preparing to celebrate its 

50
th

 year anniversary in 2015. In its first year, the club had to rent curling rocks 

from the Marmora Curling Club. In 1969 the club constructed its own building 

and rink at an estimated cost of $75,000. Ev English, the club‘s first president, 

remains active and will participate in the 50
th

 Anniversary Committee. 

Recent years have seen the rise of junior curling in the county and there 

is fierce – but polite – rivalry among local secondary schools. In March 2011, 

Tweed‘s Land of Lakes Curling Club hosted its biggest tournaments to date – 

provincial Bantam Boys and Girls.   

 

Non-Winter Sports 

 

Non-winter sports include the very popular soccer, with considerable 

local participation. Since the organization of the Ontario Soccer Association 

(OSA) in 1901, leagues have been formed in Belleville, Bancroft, Quinte West, 

Stirling and Tweed, and there are teams in other locales that are not associated 

with the OSA. In 1997, Belleville Youth Soccer peaked at some 2,200 players; 

currently it has about 1,600, ranging in age from 4 to 18. Youngsters turn out 

for this sport where team numbers are large, exercise is plentiful, and costs are 

low. 

Rollerblading and skateboarding attract many young people and have 

led to the creation of major facilities in centres such as Belleville, Madoc and 

Quinte West. 
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Track and field has gained in popularity. Typical of the major events 

was the 2006 Bay of Quinte Invitational Track and Field Meet held at the 

Bruce Faulds Track in the Mary-Anne Sills Park in Belleville. More than 1,300 

high school athletes from 43 schools competed. They came from as far away as 

Brockville, Oshawa and Brampton. Top honours went to the defending OFSAA 

team champion Thousand Islands Secondary School of Brockville. Six 

individual athletes and one team (the Bayside ―A‖ Women‘s Senior 1500 

Sprint Medley team) from Hastings County schools set meet records. Among 

the winners in the 2012 Bay of Quinte High School Championship was 

Trenton High School sensation Rachel Faulds, who ran on the track named in 

honour of her grandfather. 

High school football has declined in popularity with fewer teams 

participating; however, some local players such as Mike Schad of Moira 

Secondary School and Ryan Pyear of Centennial Secondary School have 

gained national or even international fame. Pyear, who was twice recognized 

as Belleville‘s athlete of the year (2004 and 2005), quarterbacked the Wilfrid 

Laurier University Golden Hawks football team in 2005 to an undefeated 

season and the Vanier Cup as national champions. Schad played professional 

football in the USA and Moira‘s football field is named in his honour.
146

 

Football returned to Nicholson Catholic College in 2011 after being 

sidelined since 1972. Nicholson joined a six-man league to play against 

Bayside and other schools. The game was feasible again because of smaller 

fields, smaller rosters and lower costs.
147

 

Recently, several schools have introduced rugby for both sexes. This 

can be attributed, in large part, to the success of the Belleville Bulldogs Rugby 

Club. Organized in 1976 ―with barely enough bodies for a match‖ the Bulldogs 

are now able ―to field at least eight full sides from Old Boys to seniors to 

women to juniors‖ on any given weekend.
148

 The Bulldogs have won playoff 

championships on several occasions. They have helped to inspire winning 

teams such as the Trenton High School Tigers. Teams from Albert College and 

Loyalist College have brought home trophies and local rugby players have 

carried Belleville‘s name abroad. Cindy Nelles, senior female athlete of the 

year at St. Theresa Secondary School in 2011, has been named to the 26-player 

roster of the Canadian U20 women‘s national rugby team. In her first year with 

the McMaster University rugby team, Cindy was named the Canadian 

Interuniversity Sport Rugby Rookie of the Year, the first-ever McMaster player 

to receive the award. 

Basketball is certainly one of the most popular school sports. At the 

secondary school level, Nicholson Senior Crusaders won COSSA six times in 
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eight years – an amazing record. In 2011, the Senior Girls‘ Team from 

Nicholson spent a week in the Barbados, ―combining athletics and education.‖ 

The Belleville Spirits Basketball program started in 1987 with one girls‘ team. 

Now the expanded program is essential for any local boy or girl who is serious 

about playing and developing basketball skills. Over the years, players have 

come from at least 25 different schools. Since there is no league for the teams 

to play in, most games are in other cities in southern Ontario. In a single season, 

Spirit teams have played in tournaments in Quebec, New York, Kentucky and 

Pennsylvania.
149

 

Founded in 1910, the Belleville Lawn Bowling Club celebrated its 

centennial by hosting an anniversary tournament in 2010. Current players 

honoured the formation of the Belleville Ladies‘ Lawn Bowling Club, which 

later merged with the Belleville Gentlemen‘s Lawn Bowling Club to form the 

Belleville Lawn Bowling Club. Bowlers from all the county lawn bowling 

clubs stress that the sport is not just for seniors.   

Meanwhile, martial arts (such as karate and jiu jitsui) have increased in 

popularity, thanks in large part to the work of Kenzo Dozono, who arrived in 

Belleville in 1969 and became a prominent local sportsman. A member of the 

Belleville Sports Hall of Fame, he entered the All Japan Karate Championship 

in 2002 and came back from Tokyo with a gold medal. Kenzo won the Senior 

Kata Division over 700 competitors. The win convinced him that leaving Japan 

some 40 years earlier was not a mistake for his karate career.
150

 He is 

convinced that he has had many good students to train with in Belleville. 

Among them is Erica Brant, who was voted Karate-ka, or Tiger of the Year, by 

the national selection committee. Elsewhere the Quinte Judo Club, which had 

been working out of a Stirling location for 16 years (1992-2008), moved to 

Frankford. In 2011, Andrew Ravensbergen, eight, became the youngest-ever 

winner of the club‘s annual Judokan of the Year Award.   

―Apollo members rake in six medals.‖ So read The Community Press 

headline on July 28, 2011. Almost-identical headlines appear on a regular basis 

to describe the activities of the Apollo Barbell Club. The article related to the 

Pan-American Masters Weightlifting Championships held in Savannah, 

Georgia. The club sent six competitors and all came home with medals. Started 

in the 1950s in the old Boswell Street Gymby founder, head coach and member 

of the Belleville Hall of Fame, Ken Carr-Braint, the Apollo Club took the 

challenge when the Masters Division was started in the mid-1990s. Gold medal 

winners in 2011 were Shirley Bly, Donald Buchanan, Joanne Moring, Bob 

Walt, and Christine Walt. Joel Carr-Braint, Ken‘s son, brought home a bronze. 

Other famed local weightlifters have included Paul Barrett, John Lewis, 

Manley Bly, Gary Walt, Cory Walt, Tony Walt and Sean Gawley. Weightlifters 
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with the Apollo Barbell Club continue to win medals and several competitors 

of both sexes are highly ranked provincially. 

Trenton native Ben Ruckstuhl has attracted national media attention 

because of his recent success in the Ontario and Canadian Strongest Man 

contests. He won the provincial championship in 2013 and placed second in 

2014. Events included the truck pull and the train wheel carry. 

Madoc native Dillon ―Big Country‖ Carman also has attracted national 

media coverage for his athletic prowess. On October 26, 2014, he 

demonstrated his boxing ability, becoming the new heavyweight boxing 

champion of Canada. 

Belleville‘s Sarah Thompson was an award-winning athlete who began 

an outstanding athletic career at the age of 50. After losing her eyesight, she 

began competing in Games for the Physically Disabled, and set records for 

more than a decade all over the world. Sarah excelled in the 3000 metres, 100 

metres, shot put, discus, javelin and long jump. Some 100 medals covered her 

walls at home. At the age of 56, she turned to power lifting. She trained with 

members of the Apollo Barbell Club and set numerous Canadian Masters 

records. Her husband Harold accompanied her to most competitions, providing 

assistance and support. Her many achievements led to her installation in the 

Belleville Sports Hall of Fame where she was joined by her husband, who 

spent 40 years competing, teaching and coaching archery.   

Shooting is another sport with a local following. The Bancroft Pistol 

and Rifle Club was formed in 1976 by Dr. Peter McEnery. With over a 

hundred members, the club advertises itself as the ―fastest growing P&R Club 

in Ontario‖.
151

 The growth is due in part to the members who are taking steps 

to preserve and nurture the club and the sport through safety, responsibility and 

education. The club offers pistol and rifle, as well as trap and skeet shooting. 

Archery is practised in some high schools and there are several archery 

ranges in the county. They include the Bancroft District Fish & Game 

Protective Association facility, the Lower Trent Valley Fish and Game Club 

(Frankford), the Quinte Trap and Gun Club on the Frankford Road and the 

Quinte Bay Archers site on Blessington Road. 

Unfortunately, lacrosse, Canada‘s national game, is not played as much 

as it used to be. Twenty years ago, a few high schools had teams, but they were 

discontinued after the games became too rough. Now, Albert College keeps the 

sport alive by hosting the Albert College Lacrosse Invitational Tournament. 

This event, which recently celebrated its 25
th

 anniversary, is the oldest high 

school lacrosse tournament in the province   

Golf is a growing popular sport. The Bay of Quinte Golf and Country 

Club, which marked its 90
th

 year of operation in 2011, is the oldest local club. 

                                                           
151

http://www.northhastingsnetwork.net/events_weekly.htm 15/05/2012. 

http://www.northhastingsnetwork.net/events_weekly.htm


140 

It hosted the Ontario Junior Boys Golf championship in 2011. A recent change 

of ownership (from membership-owned to private) has given the facility a 

much-needed facelift. The old pro shop and club on the south side of the 

highway has been torn down; a new club with a sophisticated restaurant named 

XIX has opened amid the greens north of the highway. 

Meanwhile, the number of courses in the county has increased 

dramatically since 1967. The area is associated with some prominent golfers. 

Jon Mills, a graduate of Centennial Secondary School, was a rookie on the 

Professional Golfers Association‘s Tour in 2006, after earning more than 

$350,000 the previous year on the Nationwide Tour. In 2010, he was inducted 

into the Belleville Sports Hall of Fame. At the ceremony, Mills is quoted as 

saying, ―The changes here are amazing since we left. Trillium Wood, Black 

Bear Ridge, Timber Ridge … People in Toronto are starting to take notice of 

this area and are blown away by the number and quality of golf courses that 

exist here.‖
152

 Mike Weir, another pro golfer, had family ties to the Belleville 

area through Vern Weir, another member of the Belleville Sports Hall of Fame. 

Local golfer Betty Ingram is a famous golfer and a member of the 

Belleville Sports Hall of Fame. In fact, she is a member of two such bodies – 

both in Belleville and Clarington. When she was 89 years of age, she was still 

golfing as often as three times a week and still shooting in the 80s. She won the 

Ontario Senior Women‘s Open title in 1975 and was runner-up in the Canadian 

Open in 1987. 

The Tyendinaga Township Recreation Complex is home to several 

teams. In 2011, local teams included Melrose‘s entries in the Youth Baseball 

League, the Youth Soccer League, the Adult Mixed 3-Pitch Softball League, 

and the Adult Mixed Beach Volleyball League. Melrose is also the 

headquarters for the South Hastings Baseball League, reputed to be the oldest 

active, amateur hardball league in North America. 

Darts are played in many social clubs throughout the county. One of 

Canada‘s best darts players is Kim Whaley-Hilts of Quinte West. She is a 

frequent Ontario champion as well as a Canadian and America‘s Cup 

Champion. Kim is ranked as one of the world‘s top female dart players. 

The county‘s proliferation of lakes encourages boat racing. In 

collecting information on inboard and outboard racing in Prince Edward 

County waters, Picton historian/author John D. Lyons has found that ―the 

history of power boat racing on the Bay of Quinte would require a whole book 

on its own just to do the subject justice.‖
153

 He can document organized 

powerboat racing out of Picton harbour back to the 1910s, but is confident that 

―surely the same was also going on in other places, like Belleville, Trenton and 

Deseronto.‖ There are Hastings County connections to the famous Prince 
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Edward Gold Cup Races and boats such as Miss Canada and Miss Supertest. 

Among prominent Belleville area racers from the post 1967 era are Ed Pine, 

Bernie and Bill Boulter, Bill‘s sons Tommy and Todd Boulter, and Bill and 

Murney Carter. In 1965, Bill Ireland of Trenton travelled 3,100 miles to the 

World Outboard Championships in Louisana, where he finished third and sixth 

in two different classes. The same year, no Belleville boats turned up in 

September for what was to have been a Belleville-Picton competition and the 

powder-puff race was cancelled because of the lack of women entries.  

Dragon boat racing also makes use of the usually calm waters of the 

Bay of Quinte. Under the guidance of Pat Bradley, the Belleville Dragon Boat 

Training Centre and its competitive arm (the Quinte HEAT) have earned an 

amazing reputation. In 2011, five members of the Quinte Heat won eight gold 

medals competing for various Canadian Masters crews at the world dragon 

boat championship in Tampa, Florida. Coach Bradley credited the high fitness 

levels of the Canadian rowers for their success. A U.S. athlete congratulated 

him, shook his hand and said, ―You guys are freakin‘ animals.‖
154

 In 2012, 

Quinte HEAT paddlers travelled to Hong Kong to compete in world 

championships against 4,700 athletes from some 20 countries. Despite weather 

conditions and enormous swells that sank seven dragon boats from other 

countries in pre-event training, local paddlers brought home four gold, one 

silver and two bronze medals. 
155

 

Two years earlier in 2009, eight members of the Training Centre 

competed for Canada in the Grand Masters division (age 50 plus) at the world 

championship at Prague. In 11 races, they won 11 gold medals. The HEAT 

Grand Masters crews also won two world championships in Southeast Asia 

(2008, 2010). Locally, the HEAT hosts the annual Belleville Dragon Boat 

Sprint Festival at Victoria Park. 

The Quinte Rowing Club is located on the picturesque Kinsmen East 

Bayshore Trail.
156

 Co-founded by Frank Zielski, Frank Pinder and Scott 

Withers, the club celebrated its 25
th

 birthday in 2011. One of its alumni (Moira 

Secondary School graduate Brian Price) won an Olympic Gold Medal in 2008 

and added a silver medal in 2012, as cox of the men‘s eight. Club members 

who have received Robinson-Kelleher Memorial Awards as Belleville Athlete 

of the Year winners are Brian Price, Jason Zielski (BCIVS), and Leah 

Ketcheson (Bayside Secondary). In 2001, Ketcheson won two gold medals at 

the Canada Summer Games. She also won the world indoor high school girls 

rowing championship in Boston, the Canadian title in Toronto and the Ontario 

crown in St. Catharines. Another distinguished local rower is Justin Vanden 

Bosch of Frankford. 
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The Intelligencer, August 19, 2011. 
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The Intelligencer, July 19, 2012. 
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Similar attractive parks are located at Marmora, Bancroft, and other centres. 
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The Trenton Rowing and Paddling Club is a relatively new club at 

Trenton. In 2014, it added paddle boarding to its growing list of water 

activities and paddle boarders are becoming a common sight on the Trent River. 

Paula Stephenson of Belleville is known as ―the Lady of the Lakes‖ 

because of her feat of swimming across each of the Great Lakes. In fact, she is 

just the second woman – only the second person – to swim all five lakes. Lake 

Ontario was her first in 1996 and Lake Michigan was the last in 2009. (Vicki 

Keith swam all five lakes in 2019). Paula started competitive swimming when 

she was 10 years old, joining the Belleville Youth Swim Team (known as the 

BYST). The team is very active and its members have done extremely well in 

competition since the club was organized almost 30 years ago. 

When the BYST held its first-ever competitive swim at the Quinte 

Sports and Wellness Centre (QSWC) in November 2012, 64 BYST swimmers 

competed against some 200 swimmers from seven visiting teams and won 13 

gold medals. Prior to the opening of the new QSWC, the BYST trained in 

several locations, including the Belleville YMCA, CFB Trenton Rec Plex and 

the Sir James Whitney School Pool. 

Another noted local swimmer is Adam Sioui. A native of Trenton, he is 

a former Canadian college and international swimmer who is a butterfly and 

freestyle specialist. He competed in the 2008 Summer Olympics. Previously, at 

the 1984 Olympic Summer Games in Los Angeles, backstroke swimmer 

Reema Abdo of the Trenton Dolphins Swim Club won a bronze medal in the 

women‘s 4 x 100 metres Medley Relay. She also competed in the 100 and 200 

metres Backstroke. 

Belleville native Drew Ross is a world water ski champion. His young 

daughter, Neilly, is following in his footsteps and in 2011 was selected as 

Canada‘s Junior Water Ski Athlete of the Year. 

 

From “A” (Archery) to “W” (Wrestling) 

 

In addition to the preceding sports, there are many other notable 

activities. Prominent indoor sports include badminton, bowling, checkers, 

crokinole, table tennis and other activities including bridge and euchre. Among 

the indoor/outdoor sports are archery, armwrestling, boxing, horseshoes, tennis, 

and wrestling. Fencing is a relatively newly organized local sport and the 

Loyalist Fencing Club with about 40 members (ages ranging from 7 to 50) 

meets in Harmony Public School. Outdoor summer activities highlight such 

activities as baseball, softball, T-ball and slow-pitch. The newest events on the 

local sports scene are the Poker Runs America event (won by a Belleville team) 

and Frisbee Golf, both introduced in the second half of 2012.   

At Belleville, the Quinte Bay Gymnastics Club, which recently 

acquired its own facilities in the former Ben Bleecker Building at the 
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Fairgrounds, has developed an increasing number of provincially recognized 

athletes. In 2011, 12 gymnasts won 61 medals at provincial competitions. 

Harness racing was an important activity, especially at the Quinte 

Exhibition Grounds and local fairs, until the provincial government took steps 

in 2012 to end the sport by eliminating financial support from lotteries. 

Outdoor water sports include canoeing, kayaking, fishing, performance boat 

racing, sailing and yacht racing. 

One can see that Hastings County‘s population, although perhaps more 

―aged‘ than many other Ontario counties, can boast an active, vibrant 

community. Even local residents may be surprised at the local talent and be 

tempted to start name-dropping in their conversations ‗abroad.‘ 
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22. Hastings in Print   

. . . our writers have lots to say . . . 

 

Writers thrive in Hastings County and the Bay of Quinte area. When 

this writer was teaching a 10-hour course on Quinte Authors for Loyalist 

College in 2004, class members were able to identify some 200 Quinte writers 

and visitors who penned their impressions of the local area. They ranged from 

Charlie Corncobb, an early Tyendinaga Township poet, to Orland French, who 

published a number of colourful local geographical histories. He has also 

published a family history of the First World War and a play based on the book, 

―Letters to Vimy‖. 

As noted elsewhere in Historic Hastings, author Ron Brown focused 

attention on several of the smaller communities of Hastings County, the so-

called ―Ghost Towns.‖
157

 His books are only a small part of the mass of 

literature now relating to Hastings County, its communities and people. 

 

Centennial Year and the Mikas Open the Floodgates 

 

Whereas in the early 1960s there were very few books relating to the 

county, the floodgates have opened. A major reason was Centennial Year (1967) 

when Canadians saluted the 100
th

 birthday of their country. Historic Hastings 

(Gerry Boyce), Mosaic of Belleville (Nick and Helma Mika) and The Rambling 

River (the history of Thurlow Township by Mary Plumpton et al) were three 

examples of Centennial-inspired histories.   

Another factor contributing to the increasing number of local histories 

was the Mika Publishing Company of Belleville. Nick and Helma Mika either 

authored or published histories of many local communities including Belleville, 

Trenton and Madoc. They also printed the stories of local railways such as the 

Bay of Quinte Railway, the Central Ontario Railway and the Grand Junction 

Railway. Their excellent three-volume Places of Ontario encyclopaedia 

includes references to many local communities. So active were the Mikas in 

the printing field, that members of the Belleville Rotary Club, of which Nick 

was a member, referred to him as ‗Mr. Gutenberg‘ (after the inventor of 

moveable type). The Mikas and other authors were aided in their research by 

the excellent series of Tweedsmuir Histories prepared by more than 30 

Hastings County Women‘s Institutes. 

Current and recent Belleville publishers include Essence Publications, 

Wallbridge House Publishing (Orland French) and Billa Flint Publications 

(C.W. Hunt). Paul Kirby of Bancroft has been publishing a number of local 

historical books. 
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See Brown‘s comments in the Tudor and Cashel chapter. 
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Until recently, Gus Zylstra of Pinecone Publishing of Boulter in central 

Carlow Township printed The Country Connection, an attractive, colourful 

quarterly, whose 63
rd

 issue appeared in the summer of 2012. Formerly of 

Stirling and later of Tweed, Nancy and John Hopkins of PenWord 

Communications issued Country Roads: Discovering Hastings County – 

another attractive quarterly covering the arts, outdoors, history, people and 

places. Other quarterlies which include articles relating to Hastings County 

from time to time are County and Quinte Living: Prince Edward County and 

Quinte Country Lifestyles (published by Ron Prins, Brighton) and Watershed: 

Life in Northumberland, Prince Edward County and Quinte (published by Jane 

Kelly and Shelter Fell Publications Inc. of Grafton). 

Currently, Essence Publications is the most prolific county book 

publisher. In fact, its webpage describes it as ―Canada‘s largest custom book 

publisher and third largest in North America.‖ It publishes about 10 books per 

month and most have a religious theme. Recent books feature a few histories, 

including Isabella Shaw‘s Tribute to Agriculture (a history of agriculture in 

Hastings County), the Friends of Glanmore‘s Glanmore National Historic Site 

and the Belleville Public Library‘s What the Belleville Public Library Means to 

Me. Essence has also published Marchmont by James S. Gilchrist of Trenton. It 

is a history of the British Home Children who came to Belleville‘s Marchmont 

Home. A biography of Samuel Greene by Clifton F. Carbin records the life and 

tragic death of the first deaf educator at the Ontario School for the Deaf. Mary 

Thomas of Quinte Broadcasting highlights the wartime activities of military 

veterans, including her brother. Stirling resident Dr. Lloyd B. Jones writes 

about groups of Native people in the Kingston area. Nineteen local teachers, 

each over the age of 90, recorded their thoughts on education in Forever 

Young.
158

 Beverley June Richmond wrote View from the Bedpan, a ―candid 

look at hospitalization and healing,‖ in which she described her life after a full-

size van struck her on December 21, 1994, as she crossed a street in downtown 

Belleville. The Executive Director of the Ontario Brain Injury Association 

described Richmond‘s book as ―in parts humorous, in parts touching, in parts 

informative, and always engaging.‖ 

Peter Wilson, a keen student of railway history and an inventive 

entrepreneur has brought out many magazines relating to railway history. He 

has also reprinted and updated Belden’s Atlas of 1878 on more than one 

occasion. 

The Regimental Journal - Plough Jockey is ―the unofficial publication 

of the Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment.‖ Its mandate is to ―promote the 

regimental family and its activities.‖ Published twice yearly, it is an excellent 
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Retired Teachers of Ontario, Belleville Branch, (Belleville: Epic Press, 2005). 
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ongoing military journal for an outstanding regiment whose Colonel-in-Chief 

is HRH Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, KCVO.
159

   

Other publishers have been active in the history field for only short 

periods. Warwick and Weeks Printing (later known simply as Warwick Printing) 

brought out two small volumes in 1978 and 1983 entitled Belleville’s Heritage. 

Prepared by members of the Hastings County Historical Society, they 

highlighted 90 of the city‘s key buildings. 

For a few years, George Logan of Actinolite Graphics of Tweed 

brought out an arts/heritage magazine called Origins. Reader Issue 4 (October 

2006) indicated, ―Further issues would be produced as time and materials 

allow.‖ 

 

First-class Literature 

 

Among the many excellent local histories to appear in recent years are 

(in chronological order): Belleville Centenary Flashback, 1878-1978 (Nick and 

Helma Mika, 1978); Trenton: Town of Promise (Nick and Helma Mika, 1979); 

Memories of Good Times (Trent Port Historical Society, 1983); Belleville: 

Portrait of a City (Nick and Helma Mika, 1983); The Heritage Years: A 

History of Stirling and District (Stirling Historical Book Committee, 1983); 

Sidney: Portrait of a Township (Bayside Secondary School Students, 1985); A 

Species of Adventure: The Story of the Ironmasters of Upper Canada (André L. 

Philpot, 1990); Tweed: A Centennial Mosaic (Evan Morton 1990), Eldorado: 

Ontario’s First Gold Rush (Gerry Boyce, 1992); The Rebels of Hastings (Betsy 

Boyce, 1992); Dockside Democracy: Women, Foster Ward, & The Wharf Street 

Debating Club (C.W. Hunt, 2000); North of Seven and Proud of It! (Orland 

French, editor, 2003); Heritage Atlas of Hastings County (Orland French, 

2006); Lennox and Addington (Orland French, 2010); Wind, Water, Barley & 

Wine (Orland French, 2013) The Heritage Years: A History of Stirling and 

District, (The Stirling 150
th

 Book Committee, 2008); Belleville: A Popular 

History (Gerry Boyce, 2008); and Dancing in the Sky: The Royal Flying Corps 

in Canada (C.W. Hunt, 2009). A poetic highlight is Laura Anne Simpson‘s 

Belleville by the Bay (Mika Publishing, 1977). 

In recent years the Hastings County Historical Society has become 

more active assisting authors with the publication of books of an historical 

theme. Its titles include Point Anne: History of a Cement Factory Village (Vern 

Whalen); At the Call of King and Country (Bill Kennedy); and A Short History 

of Canada’s Flag (Bill Kennedy). This book has also been published with the 

assistance of the HCHS and the County of Hastings. 
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Prince Edward was pleased to visit the regiment in the fall of 2012. 
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Orland French‘s North of Seven and Proud of It! was written with the 

assistance of many people in north Hastings and has become a best-seller and 

an outstanding example of a quality local history. More recently, on behalf of 

county council, Orland prepared The Heritage Atlas of Hastings County (2006), 

a beautiful volume with many coloured maps, charts and illustrations. It tells 

the county‘s story in context with the exploration and development of Ontario 

and Canada and contacts with the rest of the world through the humanitarian 

missions originating out of CFB Trenton. North Hastings‘ history was also well 

served by Bob Lyons, a former reporter for The Bancroft Times, who used his 

newspaper articles to write an excellent account of life in the northern 

regions.
160

  

Outstanding church histories include Pilgrimage of Faith: 150 Years of 

History of the Churches in Madoc Township and Village 1824-1974 (described 

in the section on religion); The St. Andrew’s Chronicles: An Account of 

Presbyterianism before 1879 in the Belleville-Hastings County-Quinte Area 

(Gerry Boyce, 1978); Bridging the Years: A History of Bridge Street 

United/Methodist Church, Belleville 1815-1990 (J. William Lamb, 1990); and 

The Parish of St. Michael The Archangel Belleville, Ontario 1829-1993 

(Edward J. Buckley, 1993). 

Important biographies include Hutton of Hastings: The Life and Letters 

of William Hutton, 1801-1861 (Gerry Boyce, 1972); Burn This Gossip: The 

True Story of George Benjamin of Belleville, Canada’s First Jewish Member of 

Parliament 1857-1863 (Sheldon and Judith Godfrey, 1991); and The 

Accidental Prime Minister: The Biography of Sir Mackenzie Bowell (Betsy 

Boyce, CD-ROM, 2001, this book was published in conventional fashion by 

Kirby Books of Bancroft in 2017; Quinte Women of Distinction (Canadian 

Federation of University Women Belleville and District, 2002). Quinte Women 

of Distinction contains excellent biographies of many prominent local women 

of past years. 
161

 

Many excellent newspaper writers have commented on local historical 

themes and events. They include Irene Haig (Harriett Stevens), Harry Mulhall, 

Bill Hunt Jr., Jack Evans, Chris Malette  and Luke Hendry  of The Intelligencer, 

Evan Morton of The Tweed News, Barry Hendry, Heather Campbell and Mark 
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Touring the Past: A Guide to Old Mines, Ghost Towns and Historic Sites of North Hastings 

(Bancroft: The Bancroft Times, l987). 
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Michael Peterman of Peterborough and his collaborators have published several books 

dealing with the lives and writings (both public and private) of Susanna and Dunbar Moodie. 

Charlotte Gray of Ottawa has written an exciting volume, Sisters in the Wilderness: The Lives 

of Susanna Moodie and Catharine Parr Traill. 
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Bonokowski of the Bancroft Times, and Lewis Zandbergen of The Community 

Press. John M. Smith writes a series of travel notes for various papers.
162

 

Another emerging local historian is Gordon Pitts of Pitts Landing. Pitts 

is retired journalist of national renown who has been drawn back to the family 

homestead near Madoc. Other prominent local authors with strong interests in 

history, some of whom are described elsewhere in the book, include Wilma 

Alexander, Aaron Bell, Roy Bonisteel, Robert and Jack Bradford, Dr. Donald 

Brearley, Edward J. Buckley, W. Frank Buckley, Stephen Geneja, Bill 

Mathieson, members of the Mervyn Institute with mascot Patsy the Pig, Farley 

Mowat, Gordon Pitts, Al Purdy, members of the Quinte Writers‘ Guild, Anne 

Rector, Margaret Smith and Bill Wills.   

With some 24 books to his credit, Peter C. Newman is one of Canada‘s 

most prolific and best-known authors. From his home in the Kingston-

Belleville area, he prepared a volume on the United Empire Loyalists, which 

he hoped would equal the success of his books on the Hudson Bay Company 

and noted Canadian political and business personalities such as Brian 

Mulroney. 

One of the county‘s most unusual authors was David Trumble who died 

in 1986, at the alleged age of 118. Farmer, woodsman, veteran, poet and 

storyteller, Trumble put together two volumes of memories and folklore.
163

 

Because he could neither read nor write, he dictated them. He attributed his 

longevity to regular consumption of ginseng root and beaver castor. Trumble 

was, to quote an Intelligencer editorial, ―a legend in his time‖ and ―a real 

character.‖
164

  

Why are there so many writers in Hastings County and why do they 

write so much? As George Logan of Actinolite Graphics remarked recently 

when questioned about his reasons for writing and publishing, ―I did it because 

I love to. It‘s a labour of love.‖  
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Newspapers can also provide excerpts from writers. When Ben Robinson of Eldorado 

was a winner in the humour category of an international writing contest with his short story 

―You Can‘t Overpay a Good Babysitter,‖ The Intelligencer ran an excerpt on July 26, 1998. 
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When I was a Boy and The Road to St. Ola, (Toronto: J.M. Dent & Sons (Canada) Ltd., 1976 

and 1978). 
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The Intelligencer, n.d. 
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23. Volunteerism 

. . . it is better to give than to receive . . . 
 

Cooperative ventures are not limited to governments and school boards. 

Volunteerism is a booming activity and it has become a well-organized 

industry. Begun in 1959 to consolidate a variety of financial  appeals, the 

United Way of Belleville raised $72,000. In 2005, it raised more than $1.5 

million to support more than a hundred programs operated by 51 health and 

social services agencies in Hastings and Prince Edward counties. In 2018, it 

passed the $1.8 million mark.
165

 Another key organization, Volunteer and 

Information Quinte (initially known as the Volunteer Bureau) celebrated 45 

years of service in 2011. It now offers its services to North Hastings where it 

has opened a part-time office in Bancroft. Initially organized by Ruth Burrows 

of Belleville, the Volunteer Bureau helped found the Canadian Association of 

Volunteer Bureaus and Burrows served as its first chair. The agency matches 

volunteers with over 230 other agencies throughout Hastings and Prince 

Edward. Statistics kept by Volunteer and Information Quinte indicate that it 

made approximately 1,300 referrals to the agencies in 2011. The total time 

volunteered by those 1,300 people was estimated at 202,800 hours. In other 

words, using a modest per hour rate of $10, the total value of the volunteer 

labour was in excess of $2 million.  

In Belleville, the Gleaners Food Bank (Quinte) Inc. and the Tri- County 

Food Network Warehouse are examples of a cooperative venture that meets 

growing community needs. Organized in 1986, Gleaners was intended ―as a 

temporary measure to assist those in difficult economic times.‖ Unfortunately, 

the need has continued and even expanded. Whereas, in late 1987 it provided 

257 food hampers monthly, it currently (early 2012) provides some 700 

monthly. More than 150 volunteers sort, pack and distribute the food. Director 

Susanne Quinlan notes that the need for emergency food supplies continues to 

grow, especially as ―welfare supplements have been cut drastically.‖ Even 

some 85 clients who own their own homes are obliged to seek help from 

Gleaners. The program is supported by ―Ride for Hunger,‖ an annual 

motorcycle event that brings food and cash to the food bank, and as many as 

10 special events each month. 

Not all volunteer groups are as large or as successful as the United Way, 

Volunteer and Information Quinte, or Gleaners. However, many churches, 

other groups and individuals (from youth to seniors) help their fellow citizens, 

as well as people in other provinces and faraway places. Local residents have a 

reputation for caring and helping. A few of the many examples of our caring 

citizens follow. 
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United Way of Quinte, 2010 Annual Report. 
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Historically, there were only a few men and families who had the 

resources to help provide for others. One such notable family was that of 

Henry Corby, founder of Corby Distilleries. Among other contributions to the 

Belleville area in the early 1900s, the family provided a former bank that 

would house Belleville‘s Public Library for almost a century, a public Bath 

House on Queen Victoria Park, and Corby Park (now known as the Corby 

Rose Garden). 

Probably the first major grant in recent times came in 1973 when a 

native of Belleville, Charlotte Sills, left $1 million in her will to each of Bridge 

Street United Church and Belleville General Hospital. The Bridge Street 

Foundation administers the money that was left to the church. Part of the 

money was used to help build the Quinte Living Centre, a seniors‘ retirement 

residence on Front Street. The foundation allocates funds annually to a variety 

of worthy causes. The hospital‘s share of the Sills‘ estate has been used to help 

construct the hospital‘s Charlotte Sills Wing. 

A grant from the estate of Belleville musician Leona Riggs helped to 

establish the Quinte Ballet School of Canada on Palmer Road. In 1977, John 

and Bernice Parrott of Belleville established a private foundation that bears the 

family name. John (or Jack as he was known) had amassed a fortune as a very 

successful land developer and the foundation has made many grants, largely to 

medical, cultural and charitable groups in the Quinte area. In 2017, it granted 

59 gifts totalling $3.2 million. 

Postal worker Kay Stafford was a postal worker who left over 

$1,200,000 to the Trenton Memorial Hospital Foundation after her death in 

1996. ―Her wish was that her estate would help improve the overall health and 

well-being of the community.‖
166

 Not only does the fund provide bursaries 

each year to students in health programs at Loyalist College, but also it 

provides medical equipment (including ambulances and defibrillators). 

 Orland French‘s excellent book, The Remarkable Journey of Maurice 

Rollins, paints a revealing and fascinating picture of another leading local 

philanthropist. French follows the career of the young man who went from 

―pushing wheelbarrows full of cement‖ to building ―more than 8,500 housing 

units‖ to ―creating more than 12,000 hotel rooms through his international 

Journey‘s End motel chain.‖
167

 Maurice Rollins died in 2021. 

The book also deals with Maurice‘s numerous philanthropic ventures, 

including a detailed examination of his unsuccessful attempt to save the empty 

Belleville Collegiate Institute and Vocational School by promising a million 

dollars to help develop it as a resource and cultural centre. When it appeared 
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Marian Brough, Loyalist College, in The Intelligencer, July 26, 2014. 
167

Orland French, The Remarkable Journey of Maurice Rollins, (Belleville Maurice H. Rollins, 

2011), back cover. Pages 203-224 present a very detailed study of the Quinte Cultural Centre 

episode. 
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that Belleville City Council was supportive of the project, Maurice turned over 

the money. Unfortunately, council withdrew its support, in part because of the 

success of the Empire Theatre project, and BCIVS was destined for demolition. 

Subsequently, council spent far more money to build a new library than it 

would have to convert the school. Despite Maurice‘s disappointment, he has 

continued to support various groups. For example, at his request, all the 

proceeds from the sale of the book are donated to the Canadian Mental Health 

Association. As a result, Amy James wrote in her article in County & Quinte 

Living (Summer 2012), ―Belleville icon uses his life experience to support 

mental health.‖ To encourage fundraising for the United Way of Quinte in 2014, 

Maurice announced a Challenge Fund in which he would match dollar-for-

dollar first time donations of $1,000 or more, up to $50,000.   

Fortunately, hospitals in the county have foundations that raise large 

sums of money to assist in providing equipment for patients. For example, the 

Trenton Memorial Hospital Foundation sponsored a ‗Hollywood North Gala‘ 

in October 2011 that raised almost $300,000. 

Other charities which provide support for charitable activities include 

the Rotary Club of Belleville, the McDougall Family Fund, and Eastminster 

United Church. Loyalist College‘s Grants Committee provides financial 

support for many students. 

During the year, there are dozens of groups who help people in a 

variety of ways. Some of the activities are seasonal. For example, the 

Christmas season is a special time. The Adopt-a-Child program highlights the 

need for warm clothing for children. Launched by Quinte Broadcasting in 1987, 

it is now a partnership with local police services in south Hastings and has 

helped clothe over a thousand children in some years. The Salvation Army 

Christmas Kettles program, which raised $145,000 in 2011, is designed to give 

residents a ―hand-up.‖ Donors also came through with $90,035 for the 

Salvation Army‘s annual letter campaign. 

For several years, a group of devoted actors/musicians have presented 

―For the Love of a Song‖ in the Maranatha Auditorium to raise funds for the 

Belleville Christmas Sharing program. Church and other groups provide 

special meals throughout the year. By providing free transportation home from 

yuletide festivities, the Red Nose program helps keep partygoers and others 

safe on the roads. Over the 2010 Christmas holidays, more than 370 volunteers 

made a record-breaking 1,623 trips and raised over $38,000 for two local 

charities. 

Several volunteer agencies provide help beyond the borders of Canada. 

They include the Canadian Red Cross, which celebrated its 75
th

 anniversary in 

1993, and United Nations agencies such as UNICEF. 

Other programs focus on raising funds for medical research and 

treatments. The Terry Fox Run, probably the best known, has raised millions of 
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dollars nationally and hundreds of thousands of dollars locally since 1981. 

Several communities hold annual events in the fall and many schools hold 

special Terry Fox runs. The Alzheimer‘s Society of Belleville-Hastings-

Quinte‘s annual Walk for Memories currently attracts some 200 walkers and 

raised over $56,000 in 2011. In 2017, the society celebrated its 30
th

 year of 

community service in the county. 

The Cancer Society‘s Relay for Life has been very successful. In 2011, 

Belleville participants raised $252,000, while other events at Bancroft, 

Brighton and Picton brought the region‘s total to $701,000. Cancer Society 

volunteers drive patients to Kingston, Toronto and other points for medical 

appointments. Local chapters of several other organizations sponsor walks or 

similar events throughout the year to raise funds. 

The Quinte Health Care Corporation holds various special events and, 

more important, its members contribute much time. On April 15, 2011, The 

Intelligencer quoted Mary Clare Egberts, QHC President and CEO, as proudly 

reporting that over 1,200 hospital volunteers had donated almost 100,000 hours 

of their time in 2010. 

Local hospitals raise many thousands of dollars by elaborate galas. So, 

too, does Hospice Quinte, whose gala in February 2011 brought in $90,000. 

The same year, the Knights of Columbus chose Hospice Quinte as the recipient 

of the proceeds from their 4
th

 Annual Fishing Derby.   

Volunteers are active in the field of music. Several help at the Stirling  

Festival of Sacred Praise. Even more contribute their time at the annual 

Belleville Rotary Musical Festival. 

In the environmental field, many residents are active proponents of 

sustainable activities. This leads them to participate in annual Trash Bashes. 

Much of the county has been participating in an advanced recycling program 

for more than 20 years. Moreover, there is strong support for ReStore, the 

facility on Bell Boulevard that opened recently to recycle used building 

materials at low prices. To date, a dozen homes have been built in this area 

under this innovative program, part of Habitat for Humanity. 

On August 18, 2011, an article in The Trentonian under the heading 

―Women don tool belts for Habitat build,‖ described ―a Women‘s Build Week‖, 

as they replaced male workers for a week to build a new home in Frankford. 

Students at Moira and Quinte Secondary Schools and other schools assisted 

with home building.   

Ribfests are increasingly becoming a popular way to raise funds for 

worthy causes. In 2011, an estimated 35,000 people were said to have attended 

the fifth Ribfest at Zwick‘s Park, sponsored by the Big Brothers and Big 

Sisters of Hastings and Prince Edward counties.  The first Ribfest in Madoc 

was organized by the Arts Centre in 2011, with proceeds being divided among 
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the Arts Centre, O‘Hara Mill, Madoc Kiwanis and St. Peter‘s Presbyterian 

Church. 

Throughout the county, sporting events are popular, and sometimes 

unusual fundraisers, One of the most unusual is the Tweed Family Feud 

Hockey Tournament, which in its 27
th

 year (2011) raised $5,000 for the Tweed 

and Area Heritage Centre. The Medigas Celebrity Classic (Golf) Tournament 

(originally started in 1988 by NHL star Rick Meagher and known for many 

years by his name) has raised more than $1.9 million, including $125,750 in 

2012. Its Belleville projects have included the Tom Gavey Pavilion and a 

children‘s playground at West Zwick‘s Park, and the pirate ship playground at 

West Riverside Park, 

Service Clubs continue to raise funds for various projects. Ken Stapley 

and the Belleville Lions Club spearheaded a project described as ―a roaring 

success‖ – a large pavilion on West Zwick‘s to provide a site for the club‘s 

musical entertainments in the summer and other events. 

Schools often provide volunteers. Perhaps the leading exponent of such 

work was E.J. ‗Ernie‘ Shipton, principal of Moira Secondary School in the 

1970s. During his years at Moira, hundreds of students spent time volunteering 

in the community. They served as teachers‘ assistants in elementary schools, 

guides at Glanmore National Historic Site, helpers at the Y, and in many other 

capacities. A senior student spent half his/her time supervising the program. 

One coordinator recalls the year as extremely busy. In fact, the coordination 

required more time and energy than his schoolwork. Today, retired teachers 

recall how difficult it was to see ‗Ship‘, because he was so busy talking with 

students about their volunteer projects. 

Today, the Ontario Ministry of Education requires students to perform a 

number of hours of mandatory volunteer work as a requirement for a 

secondary school graduation diploma. ‗Ship‘ was ahead of his time. 

In recognition of the important roles played by volunteers, the Ontario 

government, Volunteer and Information Quinte and other groups hold annual 

awards ceremonies to recognize their contributions. One group, the Quinte 

Children‘s Foundation, recognizes major contributors at its annual Guardian 

Angel Gala.
168

 

Although federal and provincial governments do assist in many ways, it 

remains for the community to keep on giving and, Hastings County is certainly 

a community that keeps on giving, with respect to both finances and time. 

Every fundraising effort reminds us of Terry Fox, who as a young 

Canadian set out to run across Canada in 1980, despite the loss of a leg to bone 

cancer. Terry ran/hopped through Madoc where he a brief stop and was 

interviewed by a youthful Peter Sutton. Terry said, ―I‘m trying to be an 
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example, and a good example, to people.‖ Terry Fox and his supporters are to 

be congratulated for raising millions of dollars to fight cancer. 

 On the international level, county residents continue to distinguish 

themselves in military matters. Early in 2014, the federal government 

announced that the Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment (often referred to 

simply as the Hasty Ps) was to receive its 42
nd

 battle honour in recognition of 

the service of its predecessors in the South African War (1899-1902).  During 

the Second World War, the regiment received more battle honours than any 

other Canadian infantry regiment. One of its last wartime fatalities was 

Corporal Mark McLaren of Peterborough, who died in Afghanistan in 2008. 
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24. Conclusion 

. . . until we meet again . . . 

 

It is certainly true that Hastings County has changed in many ways 

since Historic Hastings was published in 1967. 

Today, there are fewer municipalities represented on the county council 

and a smaller number of councillors, since Thurlow and Sidney townships 

have become parts of the county‘s two cities – Belleville and Quinte West. 

Many municipalities have grown in population, especially in the north where 

the newly created Municipality of Hastings Highlands was created from five 

original townships and grew by over eighty percent. 

 

 

Postscript 

 

One thing is always true and certain in the realm of history. We‘re 

always making more of it. The moment a book goes to press, it starts becoming 

obsolete. This book was completed by Gerry Boyce to the end of 2016. 

Through a prolonged editing process by Orland French, its coverage has been 

extended to 2022, which represents the end of a municipal governing term. 

This completes the end of coverage of the County of Hastings; the next section 

provides overviews of the histories of various municipalities within Hastings. 
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 An Introduction to the Municipalities 

 

The last 150 pages of the 1966 edition of Historic Hastings featured histories 

of the county‘s individual municipalities commencing with those along the 

shores of the Bay of Quinte. The following descriptions will update those 

chapters, with emphasis on the years since 1966. Background pages in Volume 

One are indicated in the first footnote in each new chapter. 

This book provides information up to the end of 2022, when new municipal 

elections were held. Readers wishing more information on contemporary 

developments can consult the municipalities‘ official websites, other internet 

sources and the many printed books and other sources.   

 

Current Websites 

 

Hastings County www.hastingscounty.com 

Carlow/Mayo www.carlowmayo.ca 

Centre Hastings www.centrehastings.com 

Bancroft www.bancroft.ca 

Deseronto www.deseronto.ca 

Faraday www.faraday.ca 

Hastings Highlands www.hastingshighlands.ca 

Limerick www.limerick.ca 

Madoc www.madoc.ca 

Marmora and Lake www.marmoraandlake.ca 

Stirling-Rawdon www.stirling-rawdon.com 

Tudor and Cashel www.tudorandcashel.com 

Tweed www.tweed.ca 

Tyendinaga Township www.tyendinagatownship.com 

Wollaston Township www.wollaston.ca 

 

City of Belleville http://www.belleville.ca/ 

City of Quinte West www.quintewest.ca 

Mohawks of Bay of Quinte www.mbq-tmt.org 

 

CFB Trenton https://www.canada.ca/en/air-force/corporate/wings/8-wing.html 
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1. City of Quinte West 
169

 

 

Although a separated city, Quinte West is an important part of Hastings 

County. Formed on January 1, 1998 through amalgamation, Quinte West 

incorporates four former municipalities: the City of Trenton, the Township of 

Sidney, the Village of Frankford, and the Township of Murray (originally part 

of Northumberland County). Today the four original municipalities are 

recognized as wards within the city and each elects a number of councillors 

based on its population. Accordingly, Trenton elects five councillors, Sidney 

Ward four, Murray Ward two and Frankford Ward one. All citizens vote for the 

mayor. 

Given the amalgamation of the four former municipalities, each with its 

own history, traditions and needs, it is fortunate that the councillors are 

compatible. There have been very few occasions where the debate has become 

more than a little heated, for example in determining the site of the new Quinte 

West Y. 

To some degree, rivalry has always existed between urban Trenton and 

rural Sidney, the latter aware of the fact that in 1981 the census-takers found 

that Sidney‘s population had grown larger than Trenton‘s for the first time 

since the 1911 census. 

 

Establishing the new municipality 

   

One of the difficulties the City of Quinte West has faced is establishing 

itself as a distinct entity. Some people still refer to it as Trenton, which is 

understandable since its large adjoining airbase is known as Canadian Forces 

Base Trenton (CFB Trenton). Earlier, some citizens of Sidney Township had 

suggested that the base should be called CFB Sidney as it was within that 

township‘s boundaries. And where is Quinte East? At one time there were 

discussions about amalgamating Belleville with surrounding township lands to 

form a Quinte East, but this has not come about. 

For more than a decade Canada Post refused to acknowledge the 

existence of Quinte West. It continued to use the postal addresses within the 

former participant municipalities. 

  With the new city came a new crest, flag and badge. Quinte West 

Mayor Jack Arthur raised the official flag for the first time on Canada Day 

1998.
170

 The flag features ripples representing local waterways, the Trent River 

and the Bay of Quinte, and a crest representing the four municipalities coming 
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together. Then, in 2000, an energetic committee arranged a Millennium History 

Week to focus on the unity of the new community. There were historical 

displays in the Batawa Community Centre and guided tours to 66 points of 

interest throughout the various wards. 

The government of the new municipality made history in 2004 when it 

completed the new city hall and library on a tranquil and scenic site 

overlooking the mouth of the Trent River. The new building replaced separate 

facilities that had become inadequate. The last major change in the former 

Trenton Memorial Library, then 19 years old, had occurred in 1973 when a 

new $40,000 reference room opened. 
171

 A newspaper account quoted head 

librarian Dorothy Davies as indicating that a new piece of equipment would 

prevent books from being defaced. It would also supply clients with 

inexpensive copies of pages from reference books. The new piece of 

equipment? A photocopier! 

The Quinte West library system also moved elsewhere. According to 

Ernst Kuglin, writing in The Trentonian on August 18, 2011, ―Bookworms in 

Frankford can smile, but not until 2012 at the earliest.‖ In August, city council 

approved the next stage of the process to refit the aging building. Council 

agreed to include funding in the 2012 capital budget for a ―dramatic $600,000-

plus reconstruction.‖
172

 The library board could now prepare final design work 

and gear up for a fundraising campaign for interior fittings and furniture. 

Meanwhile, one of Trenton‘s most historic buildings has been 

preserved and improved. The original town hall and market building on the 

market square, designated as a building of historical and architectural 

importance, has been sympathetically restored and fitted up to serve the 

community. Encouraged by a report prepared by noted Ontario consulting 

restoration architect Peter John Stokes and the 1983 historical designation that 

would assist in raising funds, the Trent Port Historical Society and other 

groups and individuals worked to rehabilitate the former town hall and market 

building. Today, it remains as the headquarters of the historical society, the site 

for historical displays, a meeting room for various groups, and a small theatre. 

 

Historical Events 

 

Trenton residents commemorated an historic event in 1979 and again in 

1985 to honour shipmates aboard HMCS Trentonian, a corvette built at 

Kingston Shipyards, which was torpedoed and sunk in the English Channel by 

a German U-Boat on February 22, 1945. Six crew members were lost, 

including 19-year-old John McCormick of Belleville. There were no Trenton 

men on board the ship – naval policy prohibited it, fearing a devastating effect 
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on morale should many seamen from the same community be killed when a 

ship went down. Early in the war, ―town residents had adopted the crew, 

sending them cigarettes and other luxury items.‖
173

 About 25 crew members 

returned for a 1985 reunion, arranged by Branch 110 of the Royal Canadian 

Legion. 

Branch 110 received good news in September 2011 when the Ontario 

Trillium Foundation announced a grant of $85,000 to repair the legion hall‘s 

leaky, water-damaged roof.
174

 According to Northumberland-Quinte West MPP 

Lou Rinaldi, ―this refurbishment will allow the legion to continue to host some 

of their most important events like Remembrance Day programs, veterans‘ 

dinners and funeral services for veterans and members‖ as well as group 

meetings and family reunions.
175

 

A reunion of a different type took place in May 1990, when Sidney 

Township held a celebration to mark 200 years of township government. 

Sidney Town Hall in Wallbridge had been the seat of the power for the oldest 

municipal government in Ontario. On May 15, 1790, citizens of the township 

held a town meeting to elect officials to administer their affairs for the coming 

year. On May 15 1990, residents of Sidney met in the cafetorium of Bayside 

Secondary School to celebrate the Bicentennial. The 1990 council members 

occupied the stage, while students seated in front of the stage took the roles of 

1790 residents. Both groups passed bylaws naming fenceviewers for the 

municipality. This showed how little local government had changed over the 

two centuries. The school stands on property set aside for town purposes in 

1790 when the British government was at Quebec. 

Among the highlights of Sidney Township‘s Bicentennial Celebration 

in 1990 was the publication of Sidney Township 1790-1990, an 80-page history 

recording highlights of Sidney‘s government over 200 years.
176

 Unfortunately, 

the book‘s compilers were unable to locate a picture of the original township 

hall at Wallbridge, used for the first time on December 21, 1852 and destroyed 

by fire in 1943. A reward of $10 dollars was offered for the first picture 

received. On November 5, 2011, Quinte West council recognized the hall‘s site 

by erecting a plaque and decorative fence. The site‘s importance has been 

recognized by Alex McNaught who wrote and published in 2016 an excellent 

224-page book, A Place Called Wallbridge.   

 On May 3, 1992, Trenton honoured its film heritage with a ceremony 

unveiling a large outdoor cairn and plaque on Film Street. The event marked 
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the site of a major Canadian film studio. About a hundred people were on hand 

to remember the years when Trenton was ―Hollywood North.‖ Between 1917 

and 1924, the film studio produced many silent movies and documentaries. 

Among those attending the celebration was Gordon Sparling of Brighton, then 

age 91. Sparling had been an assistant director on ―Carry on Sergeant,‖ filmed 

at Trenton in 1917 and billed as Canada‘s first epic film. Author Peggy Leavey 

has written the history of Trenton‘s film industry in The Movie Years: Trenton 

1917-1934.
177

 

Secondary school vice-principal John Melady chronicled more of 

Trenton‘s history in Explosion: Trenton Disaster, the story of the British 

Chemical Company‘s munitions plant. At its peak, the company employed over 

3,000 workers and occupied 204 buildings on 255 acres on the east side of the 

Trent River. On October 14, 1918, a plant employee set in motion a faulty 

nitration process that touched off a series of explosions. People from as far 

away as Belleville, Picton and Cobourg could see the enormous explosions.
 178

 

The explosion was not soon forgotten. In February 1983, the federal 

government notified Trenton council that it intended to proceed with the 

cleanup of potentially explosive yellowcake. This substance had been left after 

the 1918 explosion. The government chose the encapsulation method of 

covering the site with plastic to keep the yellowcake buried and then adding 

top soil.
179

 

 

Quinte West and Tourism 

  

 Tourism is of major importance to Quinte West‘s economy. The city is 

at the southern entrance to the 386-kilometre Trent-Severn Waterway and 

thousands of visitors travel the waterway annually to enjoy its natural beauty. 

Other popular activities include fishing, hiking, biking and sightseeing at 

locations such as lookout towers on Mount Pelion in Trenton and the Sager 

Conservation Area in the Oak Hills.   

A special ceremony on Canada Day 2007 witnessed the official 

opening of stone steps leading up to the lookout tower on Mount Pelion. 

Mayor Jack Arthur said the tower had been ―a sentinel and a landmark‖ for 

many years. 
180

 In the late 19
th

 century, the cannon atop the mountain gave out 

a royal salute on Victoria Day. Stage two in the improvement of the lookout 

was the construction of a metal tower to replace the wooden tower that had 

been vandalized. 
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Sager Conservation Area‘s lookout tower in the Oak Hills offers ―a 

spectacular panorama‖ from the top of a drumlin, especially in the autumn. 

The new 30-foot tall tower, built in 2010 of steel and recycled plastic lumber, 

replaced a 33-year-old wooden tower removed the previous year for safety 

reasons.
181

 A one-kilometre trail starts at the base of the hill and climbs steeply 

to the tower. 

The Bleasdell Boulder, near Glen Miller, is another tourist attraction. 

This huge glacial rock, described by the Lower Trent Conservation Authority 

as ―one of the largest known glacial erratics in North America‖, is estimated to 

be 2.3 billion years old. Originally described in an 1864 Halifax lecture, the 

boulder was brought to the attention of geologists across Canada by the Rev. 

William Bleasdell. More recently, the boulder was described in a pamphlet by 

Paul and Maria Heissler, assisted by Dorothy Davies-Flindall and others. In 

1997, Paula and Maria Heissler purchased the property with the intention of 

making the ‗Boulder‘ accessible to the public. In 2005, they transferred 

ownership to the conservation authority. The federal government designated 

the Bleasdell Boulder and the surrounding acre of land as an ANSI (Area of 

Natural Scientific Interest). Thanks to the Bleasdell Boulder Preservation 

Corporation and assistance from many individuals, companies, and groups 

(including the Ontario Trillium Foundation), there is now good access to the 

site. Improvements to the site continue as funds permit.
182

 

One of the area‘s newest attractions for its younger and more 

adventuresome citizens is the ―Kinsmen Sky is the Limit‖ Skate Park, opened 

in 2003. The city donated the land and many community partners, as well as 

the Ontario Trillium Foundation, provided funds for this 16,000 square foot 

state-of-the-art cement skate park, designed by noted British Columbia skate 

park designer Jim Barnum.  

Quinte West harbours a handsome new marina at the mouth of the Trent. 

Opened in 2015, Trent Port Marina offers 374-slips as an excellent stopover 

location or a home base for local boaters. The magnificent site serves up a 

panoramic view of the Bay of Quinte. The river has provided a water highway 

for Indigenous people, fur traders, lumbermen and, today, recreational boaters. 

The project had been on the city‘s wish list for more than 30 years 

when it was finally given a $4 million boost in provincial infrastructuring 

funding to help move the marina to completion. The city then turned to the 

federal government for assistance. 

Quinte West regularly participates in Doors Open Ontario, opening up 

sites such as the Al Purdy Library in Trenton High School, the Clock Tower, 

and the Hollywood North Film Monument. In rural areas, highlights have 
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included the Old Stockdale Mill Restaurant, the Old Sidney Town Hall, the 

Sager Conservation Area Park, and the Bleasdell Boulder.
183

 

Frankford Ward remains an important part of Quinte West. Known (on 

Frankford postal cancellations circa 2011) as the ―Wild Turkey Capital of 

Ontario‖, the hamlet is known for its park, new bridge over the Trent (1994), 

Riverfest (first held in 1996) and continued work on infrastructure 

improvement of the downtown (2008-2011). In 1989, the Bata Company gifted 

Bata Island (formerly known as Sill Island) to Frankford. 

 

Industrial Development 

 

  Since 1967, Trenton has seen its share of challenges. In 1991-1992, 

for example, statistics compiled by the Trenton Economic Development 

Committee showed a loss of 805 area jobs, including 150 at Stouffers, 150 at 

Invar, 400 at Murata Erie and 186 at Paperboard Industries. Economic 

Development Officer Dave Emmons wrote, ―We are facing catastrophic 

problems which will leave this area in a financial difficulty not faced in 50 

years.‖
184

 At the same time, he was pleased to note that 60 jobs had been added 

at Trent Machine Tool and 40 jobs at FBI Food. 

Unfortunately, in November 2007, General Mills closed its plant, 

laying off 450 non-union workers and Pepsi Quaker Oats closed its rice cake 

plant soon after, with the loss of 250 jobs. Fortunately, Toronto-based Metro 

Paper Industries Tissue Group set up a manufacturing facility for recycled 

paper products in the Pepsi Quaker Oats building in May 2010. Norampac, 

formerly known as Domtar, a producer of corrugated paper products, remains a 

major company. 

 The city has continued to build upon the long-standing strength of its 

agricultural community to become one of the largest centres for the production 

of food and food related products and services in Ontario. Quinte West is home 

to Saputo Foods, Trenton Cold Storage Groups and Nestlé Canada Inc. In 2011, 

Nestlé Canada announced a 30,000 square foot expansion that would add 

almost 30 new jobs to its staff of some 316 workers. The company had 

invested about $20 million in its Trenton plant in the previous year.
185

 

 The Quinte West Farmers‘ Market in downtown Trenton remains an 

important part of city life. In 2011, market authorities claimed that there were 

more regular vendors than at the Belleville market – 38 to 33. Moreover, the 

slogan ―Fresh on Front‖ and the increased variety of products, including 

homemade candles, had increased overall sales.
186
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 Among the Trenton-based retail outlets that have become prominent 

over the years is Leon‘s. In September 2011, Leon‘s Home Furnishings 

Superstore, located at Highway 401 and Glen Miller Road, celebrated its grand 

opening after months of upgrades. As The Community Press noted on 

September 29, 2011, ―From a tiny furniture store in downtown Trenton in the 

1920s to the 80,000 square foot superstore today, Leon‘s has come a long way.‖ 

The store went through several name changes including Cobleys, Van Luven 

Furniture and Funeral Home, and Eden‘s Furniture, before becoming part of 

the Leon‘s franchise. In 1987, the Eden family decided to move its store from 

downtown Trenton and, after considering a move to Belleville, decided to 

remain in Trenton, near Highway 401. Trenton‘s citizens had always been loyal 

to them and the Eden family wanted to reciprocate. Another major Trenton 

store, Wal-Mart, opened in 1999 in Murray Ward and became a super-centre 

when it added groceries. The number of employees rose by 40 to over 260. 

 

The Batas and Batawa 

 

The community of Batawa has had a dramatic cultural and economic 

impact on the area. In anticipation of the Second World War, and fearing the 

ambitions of Adolph Hitler, Thomas J. Bata, a young man of 25 years, together 

with over 100 families from Czechoslovakia moved to Canada in 1939 and 

established the Bata Shoe Company in a town that would bear his family name. 

Originally, Batawa was very much a ―company town‖ where employees and 

their families lived in the community‘s subsidized housing. Later, a section of 

the community was set aside so that families could build their own homes. 

Planners suggested that the town could grow to have a population of some 

5,000.   

During the war, the Bata plant concentrated on the war effort and made 

high precision machine parts. More than a thousand workers, mostly women, 

produced naval gun mountings, gyroscopes for torpedoes and primers for anti-

tank shells.  

After the war, Thomas Bata built the company into the world‘s largest 

manufacturer and marketer of footwear, selling over 300 million pairs of shoes 

each year and employing over 80,000 workers around the world. For some 

years, the Bata plant was the largest non-military employer in the county and it 

was reported, ―a herd of cattle 50,000 strong is needed to satisfy the company‘s 

yearly buying of leather in Canada.‖
187

 By 1989, the Bata factory employed 

1,500 in the shoe factory and 380 in the engineering division.
188

 Unfortunately, 

changing economic times and increased competition from abroad, particularly 
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from China, led the company to close its Canadian shoe manufacturing plant in 

2000. Now, the company continues to produce over one million pairs of shoes 

a day while employing 50,000 people around the world. Though Canada is no 

longer the corporate headquarters of the company, its Swiss headquarters 

oversees the operation of stores in 70 countries and manufacturing facilities in 

more than 20 countries. It continues to dominate the global shoe market. 

Thomas Bata was particularly proud of his association with the 

Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment, which he joined during the war. Later 

he served as Honorary Colonel from 1999 to 2007. The regiment, along with 

CFB Trenton and CFB Kingston personnel, continues to use the more than 

1,600 acres in Batawa as a year-round training location for military training 

exercises. In 1995, his wife Sonja‘s passion for shoes led her to found the Bata 

Shoe Museum in downtown Toronto. It was the first museum of its kind in the 

West. Batawa schoolchildren visit the museum annually to understand the 

product that their town was built upon and the artistry in its design. Sonja Bata 

continues to keep a beautiful Parkin-designed bungalow home atop one of 

Batawa‘s hills. It stands ready to greet her on her frequent visits to the area. 

Not far away stands the Batawa Ski Hill with its million-dollar chairlift and 

state-of-the-art snowmaking system, provided by Sonja to ensure that the ski 

operation remains sustainable.
189

 The ski hill was started by Bata volunteers 

and has operated as a community ski hill for over 50 years. 

 Local residents and many people around the world were saddened by 

the death on September 1, 2008, of Thomas John Bata, ―Shoemaker to the 

World.‖ He had been guided by his late father‘s moral testament: that the Bata 

Shoe Company was to be treated not as a source of private wealth, but as a 

public trust, a means of improving living standards within the community and 

providing customers with good value for their money.
190

 

In 2005, five years after the company closed down its manufacturing 

plant in Batawa, Sonja Bata purchased the former factory and over 1,500 acres 

of land from the company. She founded the Batawa Development Corporation. 

Its purpose is to redevelop the town, creating an ideal rural community that 

exemplifies excellence in both sustainability and design. Work to redevelop the 

community has begun with infrastructure improvements, the revitalization of 

the Batawa Ski Hill, academic initiatives with Loyalist College and Carleton 

University, and the development of a town master plan.  For example, in 2006, 

Loyalist students Ashley Barrons and Nancy File compiled A History of 

Batawa as part of their Business Administration Program.
191

 Groundbreaking 

on the first new home as part of the 500-unit residential development project 
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began in September of 2011. The next 20 years will see the community 

transform once again.
192

 

 

Recent Events in Quinte West 

 

Citizens of Quinte West have witnessed a variety of important events 

over the past 45 years. In 1967, the campus of the new Loyalist Community 

College moved from Centennial Secondary School in Belleville to land east of 

Wallbridge Loyalist Road, now part of the City of Belleville. The same year, 

Trenton applied to become part of the Hastings and Prince Edward Health Unit. 

To help celebrate Canada‘s Centennial in 1967, Trenton built its Centennial 

Park. The following year (1968), Trenton became part of the Hastings County 

Board of Education, opened a new fire hall and a new wing for Trenton 

Memorial Hospital, and the community celebrated as a Trenton rink won the 

Canadian Schoolboy Curling Championship. In 1971, Bayside Secondary 

School opened as the first truly rural secondary school in the county. It was 

designed as an open concept school with few internal walls. This concept 

changed dramatically over the years, as open areas were partitioned.. 

In 1989, the Veterans Skyway Bridge opened in Trenton. Actually, the 

bridge was constructed beside the former swing bridge and rolled into place, to 

the amazement and delight of hundreds of onlookers. It was the first lateral 

sliding of a multi-span bridge in North America. In 1994, the South Sidney 

Water Plant was built. Five years later, Walmart opened in Murray Ward.   

 One of the most anticipated and visible signs of progress recently has 

been the opening of the Quinte West Y, just south of Highway 401. Built at a 

cost of almost $13 million and financed by city government with external 

assistance, the excellent aquatic and fitness facility is operated by the 

Belleville and Quinte West Y. Opened in 2009, the Y was an instant success. 

By the end of that year, membership passed the 4,000 mark and the facility, 

with its $750,000 worth of equipment was earning rave reviews. On November 

22, 2012, Trenton High School celebrated completion of its three-year 

campaign to raise $500,000 to replace its running track. 

Also, very impressive and encouraging signs of progress are found in 

recent events at CFB Trenton, the largest military air base in Canada and both 

Quinte West‘s and the county‘s largest employer. 

  

                                                           
192

 Thanks to Heather Candler, General Manager, Batawa Development Corporation, for 

providing much information in connection with Batawa. 



166 

2. CFB Trenton 

 

Located just east of Trenton, 8 Wing/Canadian Forces Base Trenton is 

the largest and, arguably, the most important air base in Canada. It has been 

said that ―Nearly everything and everyone leaving or entering Canada for the 

Canadian Forces passes through Trenton.‖
193

 

Almost all of Canada‘s foreign aid missions originate from CFB 

Trenton. Policy is made in Ottawa but the sharp point of execution is made in 

Trenton. 

With respect to the base‘s name, the ―8 Wing‖ designation indicates 

that the branch of the Air Force based in Trenton is one of 13 wings spread 

across Canada. The ―CFB Trenton‖ designation describes the entire facility – 

the wing and its so-called ‗lodger‘ units (organizations that are not part of the 

wing, yet are tenants on the base.)   

Begun in 1929, partly as an employment project to counter the negative 

employment effects of the Great Depression, the base originally consisted of 

almost a thousand acres (390 hectares) of farmland – land granted by the 

Crown to Capt. John W. Meyers and his family as United Empire Loyalists. 

The base was located at Trenton ―due to its natural advantages as a land plane 

and seaplane station, moderate climate,‖ as well as proximity to major 

industrial and populated centres.
194

 

During the base‘s early years, many of the construction workers were 

people who were on ―relief.‖ They received 20 cents per day, as well as 

accommodation and clothing. In 1981, on the base‘s 50
th

 anniversary, Leading 

Aircraftsman Joseph Gould recalled that when he arrived in Trenton in 1931, 

there was a single hangar and no paved runways or communications towers. 

Pilots had to take off or land using their own judgement. When fog blanketed 

the area, they had no instruments or visible means to determine where they 

were. They kept a lookout for the Domtar smokestack to help them determine 

where to go. In addition, there was a serious shortage of funds in the early 

years and in 1933, several non-permanent officers were released for that reason. 
195

 

The Trenton base played a major role in training aviators during the 

Second World War. Area residents and visitors can recall driving along 

Highway Two, and seeing row upon row of yellow planes parked just north of 

the highway.
196

 They were Harvards or other training planes. Indeed, Trenton 

was the main centre for the Commonwealth Air Training 
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Program and almost 130,000 aircrew graduated from the program. 
197

 

In 1968, after the merger of Canada‘s army, navy and air force to form 

the Canadian Forces, RCAF Station Trenton was renamed Canadian Forces 

Base Trenton. The base is the reason that the name ‗Trenton‘ has become well 

known across Canada and beyond. 

The base made history in 1981 when it celebrated its 50
th

 anniversary. 

It also marked the first time that female service personnel flew out of the base 

as pilots. However, according to Lt. Col. R.W. Palmer, anniversary committee 

chair, it was not the first time that women had flown out of the base. Civilian 

women pilots jockeyed bombers and other airplanes to Europe during the 

Second World War. 

Palmer was an excellent choice for committee chair, since this was his 

fifth tour at Trenton. He recalled that, when he first arrived in 1950, each 

airman was handed a mop and broom and told that whatever room he cleaned 

was his. Palmer commented, ―You couldn‘t do that today.‖ 
198

 

‗Graduates‘ of Trenton‘s air base have been united in their desire to 

perpetuate their memories of it. In 1985, Rick Johnson, owner of the Belleville 

area‘s Hangar Bookshelf, published a book about wartime at the base. Sgt. 

Sargent’s Trenton, The War Years 1941-1945, resulted from a series of articles 

written in 1981 by Bill Sargent, who served during the war years as editor of 

The Contact, the base newspaper. The book features many humorous anecdotes, 

wartime cartoons, drawings and sketches of well-remembered personalities. 

Sargent wrote, ―At any given time there were about 5,000 men at the base‖ 

when the base was in its heyday during the war.
199

 

On June 26, 1990, Belleville Intelligencer reporter Derek Baldwin 

wrote, ―The world was at Canada‘s doorstep last weekend to honor [sic] the 

50
th

 anniversary of the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP).‖ 

Ambassadors and high commissioners from 11 countries were on hand to help 

unveil a plaque to commemorate the 131,553 aircrew graduates, 51 per cent of 

whom were Canadians. The plaque complemented the ‗BCATP Memorial 

Gates‘, a gift from the United Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand. 

On April 1, 1984, the new RCAF Museum/Library had officially 

opened in quarters south of Highway Two. The same day, the base retired the 

old ensign (with a Union Jack in the corner) and placed it in the 

Museum/Library. Base Commander Garry King noted that the old RCAF 

Ensign had lost its official status in 1968 with the unification of the forces.
200

 

The new Air Command flag has the RCAF roundel on a blue background, with 

a Canadian flag in the upper left corner.  
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In 1988, Captain Earl Hewison, then curator of the 4,000-square-foot 

museum, announced plans for the sod-turning for a new museum. It would be 

located on AMDU Road (now known as RCAF Road) and the estimated cost 

of the first phase of 20,000 square feet would be $1 million. Since the base was 

sometimes described as ―the spiritual home of the RCAF,‖ it would be a fitting 

location for the expanded museum.
201

 The provincial government promised to 

match public donations with dollar-for-dollar funding from Wintario (now 

known as the Trillium Foundation). No tax dollars would be involved.
202

 

CFB Trenton has benefited Trenton in many ways. It provides 

employment for approximately 4,000 regular and reserve force and about 500 

civilians who live in communities around the Bay of Quinte. With an annual 

payroll of more than $110 million, is the largest employer in the Quinte area. 

Moreover, it provides a large market for local agricultural produce and other 

goods, and a sizeable annual payment to the local municipal government.
203

 

As well, Quinte West does not have to supply the base with such 

municipal services as police and fire protection. As well, the city receives an 

annual ‗payment in lieu of taxes‘ from the federal government in the $10 

million range. 

As of January 2011, the total estimated value of proposed new 

construction was about $860 million. That total did not include the northern 

expansion of the base to accommodate a proposed training facility for 

Canada‘s elite secretive counterterrorism unit known as Joint Task Force 2 

(JTF2). Planning to accommodate the unit (estimated to cost at least $240 

million) is underway, but there was a problem. The military maintains that it 

needs 401 hectares (990 acres) of additional land north of the present base. The 

majority of the 12 landowners have agreed to accept the government‘s offers. 

However, Frank Meyers, the owner of 97 hectares, refused to sell. He 

maintained that his land is family land, dating back to Captain John W. Meyers 

of Loyalist fame and that the area needs to keep such prime agricultural 

land.
204

 Accordingly, the government  proceeded with a controversial 

expropriation. 

Meanwhile, new and larger aircraft continue to arrive at the existing 

base, making a major building program essential. It is estimated that the 

ongoing facelift will almost double the size of the base‘s facilities. The first 

giant CC-177 Globemaster arrived at the base in August 2007, with the last 

arriving in 2008. Yet, as of October 2011, there were no hangars large enough 
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to accommodate them. However, the construction of Hangar 1, capable of 

holding two Globemaster, soon began to alleviate this problem. 

In addition, the first CC-130J Hercules arrived at the base on June 4, 

2010, with the last arriving in May 2012. The CC-130J Hercs are replacing the 

original Hercs, many purchased in the 1960s. The old Hercs will be missed. 

For years, they were considered the ―backbone of Canada‘s airlift requirements‖ 

and ―the most heavily used Hercules aircraft in the world.‖
205

 The new hangars 

are the biggest ever built by the Canadian Forces. 

Together with this new building program, there are demolitions. The 

summer of 2011 witnessed the beginning of the demolition of nine buildings, 

originally built as private married quarters between 1936 and 1942. 

Not all building projects are mega projects. One of the smaller and yet 

very important projects was the construction of a $2.4-million distribution 

centre. It facilitates the shipping of tons of material around the world. Col. 

Dave Cochrane, 8 Wing Commander, cut the ribbon in November 2010, to 

open the new Material Distribution Centre. The previous year more than 18 

million tonnes of freight was shipped from the base to many locations around 

the world, including Afghanistan (war) and Haiti (massive relief effort). 

 

The Base‟s Many Uses 

 

On at least one occasion, as the result of foreign upheaval, Trenton‘s 

aviators brought home a large number of war refugees. In the spring of 1999, 

―the Quinte area opened its doors and Quinte residents opened their hearts to 

refugees from Kosovo.‖
206

 The Kosovo region of the former Yugoslavia had 

been wracked by civil war and the United Nations High Commission for 

Refugees appealed to governments to help in the emergency evacuation of 

5,000 Kosovar refugees. Canada responded and Trenton‘s planes brought about 

1,000 to the base. They stayed at CFB Trenton‘s Cadet Camp, renamed Camp 

Recovery, for up to two months. Civilian and military volunteers assisted the 

Kosovars to prepare for relocation across Canada, their new homeland.  

The Cadet Camp was well equipped for such an emergency function, 

since up to 1,500 cadets used it each summer for many years. The cadets also 

use the base‘s facilities at nearby Mountain View Airport in Prince Edward 

County for such activities as gliding instruction. 

Canadian Forces Detachment Mountain View remains an active site for 

the Defence Department. On September 7, 2012, National Defence Minister 

Peter MacKay cut the ribbon on the new $16 million Central Region Cadet 

Hangar. He explained that the new hangar demonstrates the government‘s 
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support of youth. The first air cadet gliding school had opened on the site in 

1967 as part of the Trenton Air Cadet Camp. 
207

 

So important is the Trenton base to the local community that its Air 

Cadet Squadron is known as Air Force City Squadron 704. On May 14, 2011, 

Quinte West City Council granted the Freedom of the City to the Squadron in a 

ceremony that dates back more than a thousand years.
208

 

The base serves a variety of purposes. It plays a vital role in supplying 

remote military outposts in the Canadian Arctic, including Canadian Forces 

Station (CFS) Alert. A new chapter in Canadian Air Force history was written 

on August 15, 2010 when a CC-177 Globemaster was used for the first time to 

provide the northern station with fuel and supplies – totalling 100,000 pounds 

– up to six times the cargo capacity of a Herc.
209

 

Planes also carry human cargo. Ottawa-based (though belonging to 8 

Wing/CFB Trenton) 412 Transport Squadron can boast a long list of 

passengers since it began flying VIPs in the 1950s. Missions range from 

medical evacuations of Canadian Forces members injured in theatre to the 

transportation of various dignitaries including prime ministers and royals.  

When the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge (William and Catherine) visited 

Canada in the summer of 2011, their pilot was Lt. Col. Andrew Cook, a 

Trenton resident and Commanding Officer of 437 ―Husky‖ Transport 

Squadron at 8 Wing/CFB Trenton.
210

  The royal visit reminded veteran aviators 

of previous Royal flights, commencing with Prince William‘s grandmother, 

Queen Elizabeth II, in 1951. Then a young princess, Elizabeth and her husband, 

Prince Philip, travelled aboard an RCAF Canadair C-5 aircraft, described by 

Canadian Forces historian Major Mathias Joost as ―arguably the most 

luxurious of any aircraft in Canada, if not the world.‖
211

 

Trenton planes have replied to various emergencies throughout the 

world. They played a significant role in the Korean Airlift. They provided 

military assistance in the Middle East and in Africa. They delivered medical 

supplies and other humanitarian relief to areas struck by war or natural disaster. 

For example, in 2010, they carried troops and equipment to Haiti as Canada 

responded to the effects of a deadly earthquake. In 2011, they evacuated 

hundreds of people from northern Ontario because of forest fires. Each year the 

Joint Rescue Co-ordination Centre monitors up to 3,000 calls concerning 

boating incidents from the British Columbia/Alberta border to Quebec and up 

to the North Pole. Search and Rescue technicians with the 424 Transport and 

Rescue Squadron respond to many of these calls, often at a threat to their own 
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safety.
212

 In the summer of 2011, a Griffon helicopter detachment was 

deployed to Jamaica on Operation Jaguar to be available in case of hurricanes; 

Jamaica‘s helicopters were not entirely up to the task. 

Base personnel have come to the aid of civilians from time to time. One 

of the most important interventions occurred at the end of January 1977, when 

Prince Edward County was ―virtually isolated‖ for five days ―by heavy 

snowfall and high winds.‖
213

 Snow drifts as high as 15 feet were reported by 

noon on February 1 and base snowplows were essential to open plugged roads. 

Fortunately, four new four-wheel drive cross-country ambulances had just 

arrived and two were used to deal with medical emergencies.  The military, as 

well as civilian snowmobilers, also helped move food to Bayside Secondary 

School, where many of the students were forced to spend Friday night in the 

school. Similar problems were recorded elsewhere in both Hastings and Prince 

Edward. The base has supplied assistance to local municipalities in many other 

ways. For example, it provided West Zwick‘s Park in Belleville with an iconic 

Sabre jet, symbolizing the connection between Belleville and Canada‘s military. 

When relentless weather ate away at the airframe, it was taken back to the base 

where dedicated Aerospace and Telecommunications Engineering Support 

Squadron personnel restored the plane for return to its pedestal. 

Probably the saddest – and yet most inspirational – recurring event at 

the base has been the series of repatriation ceremonies. Each time the body of a 

Canadian victim of the Taliban‘s campaign to overrun Afghanistan is brought 

back to Canada, there is an outpouring of grief and appreciation. Thousands 

line the route between the base and downtown Toronto, sharing each family‘s 

grief. Accordingly, on August 24, 2007, the provincial government officially 

named the route ‗the Highway of Heroes.‘ Less than a year later, a Red Rally 

convoy of some 1,000 motorcycles and vehicles retraced the route taken by the 

fallen heroes.
214

 

So spontaneous and poignant was the reaction to this series of 

repatriation ceremonies that, in 2011, Dundurn Press published a book by 

Cobourg photojournalist Pete Fisher. Entitled Highway of Heroes: True Patriot 

Love, the book reminds us of the losses of war. Today, although there is a much 

smaller Canadian military presence in Afghanistan – it is there only in an 

advisory capacity – we are still reminded on occasion that foreign wars are 

costly in terms of Canadian lives.
215

 

Because of the base‘s close connection with the war, the Camp Mirage 

memorial monument, which was erected in the United Arab Emirates after 
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2005, has been relocated to its permanent home at the National Air Force 

Museum of Canada on the base. Proposed by Trenton resident and former 

provincial cabinet minister Hugh O‘Neil, and strongly supported by the 

councils of Quinte West, Hamilton, and many other centres, the call has gone 

out for contributions to build the Afghanistan Repatriation Monument. The 

monument will contain the names of all Canadian Forces soldiers who die in 

the war. Costing about $1.5 million, the Memorial is located at Bain Park, just 

metres from the Highway of Heroes. Some of the money will come from the 

Royal Canadian Mint‘s new silver coin, unveiled at CFB Trenton on October 

31, 2011 as a tribute to those Canadians who died in the Afghan War and the 

people who line the route to honour them. The Mint promised that $20 from 

the sale of each of the 25,000 coins would be shared between the Afghanistan 

Repatriation Memorial and the Military Families Fund. 

Another memorial, that of artist David Sopha of Cambridge Ontario, 

depicts in oils the 156 soldiers who had lost their lives up to May 2011. It had 

its first showing on the base in June 2011. Service club Kin Canada helped 

mount the tour so that it could travel to more than 100 locations across Canada.  

Local businesses and citizens have thanked the military for its 

assistance on several occasions. In 2003, W.T. Hawkins of Belleville sent 

boxes of Cheezies, ‗Belleville‘s signature snack food‘, to Afghanistan for the 

Canadian soldiers serving there. At its meeting on August 31, 2006, Hastings 

County Council passed ―a special resolution of support for the men and women 

of the Canadian Armed Forces along with their families.‖ The resolution 

appeared in a ―Notice of Appreciation to Our Troops‖ in the local press and 

was sent to the base commander of CFB Trenton, Chief of Defence Staff 

General Hillier and MP Daryl Kramp. In addition, the Ramada Inn in Belleville 

entertained some 150 military families on a Sunday afternoon in August 2010. 

The event was planned with the assistance of the base‘s Military Family 

Resource Centre.   

Perhaps the most meaningful appreciation was evidenced on February 

20, 2010, when about 1,500 people participated in a walk along Repatriation 

Row (Highway 2) in Trenton to show their support for the Canadian troops. 

Colonel Dave Cochrane ―was welcomed by a wave of support, just one day 

after being appointed commanding officer of the largest Canadian air force 

base.‖
216

 Holding various flags and signs, the crowd poured through the gates 

to hear speeches of support for the military. 

In August 2011, Trenton‘s Royal Canadian Legion Branch 110 held a 

Welcome Home Day for Afghanistan Veterans and their families. Some 300 

veterans in uniform paraded from Centennial Park to Alyea Park, just behind 

the legion‘s building. A remembrance ceremony saw the placing of wreaths in 
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memory of Canada‘s 157 fallen soldiers, after which officials released 159 

pigeons to honour the memory of the soldiers as well as a Canadian diplomat 

and a reporter.
217

 

The National Air Force Museum of Canada at CFB Trenton is a 

constant reminder of the key role Canadians have played in Canada‘s 

international relations. In 2009, the museum added a Highway of Heroes 

element to its display. The whole mezzanine was converted to the highway 

―with a bridge and flags flying‖, according to Executive Director Chris 

Colton.
218

 At the same time, Colton accepted a cheque for $50,000 from Mayor 

John Williams as part of the city‘s support. Colton noted that the museum is 

―one of 13 military museums in Canada.‖ The other 12 represent bases in their 

communities. However, the Trenton one represents all Canada and is home to 

the RCAF Memorial Collection. It shows 100 years of aviation history and 

beyond. Of the museum‘s more than 30,000 items, only about 4,000 are on 

display at any one time. 

There are a number of planes displayed outside. However, the most 

exciting one, restored after 10 years of hard work, is the Halifax bomber 

housed inside. More than 1,500 invited guests from across Canada and around 

the world watched in November 2005 as air cadets pulled back parachutes 

(used as curtains) revealing the only restored Halifax bomber.
219

 Jacqueline 

Bastable of England, daughter of one of the five aviators who died when the 

plane sank in a Norwegian lake after being shot down by the Germans on April 

23, 1945, laid a wreath on behalf of the five families. 

The restoration of Halifax NA337 was a long and difficult task. 

Shipped in pieces from Norway, the remains were first stored at the Sears 

Warehouse in Belleville. After shipment to the air base, the pieces were 

restored, or recreated in many instances, and assembled to form a complete 

Halifax. It was ―10 long years of meticulous restoration‖ by a small army of 

former RCAF technicians and others who felt moved to assist in the operation. 

A team of about 200 volunteers spent more than 300,000 hours working on the 

restoration.
220

 Volunteers now are working on the restoration of a heritage Avro 

Anson Mark 2 and a Lockheed Hudson Mark 6, both of 1942 vintage. Missing 

parts come from all over and many have had to be made at the base. 

For many years, the base held International Air Shows or Open Houses 

every year or every second year. Unfortunately, world events, insurance 

premiums and budget constraints have made it impossible to hold these events 

as often. 
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The base has a tie with the famous Avro Arrow. On a bitterly cold 

February day in 1959, this supersonic interceptor was on a test flight from 

Malton when the pilot was notified that a mishap on Malton‘s main runway 

meant that the Arrow could not return. Trenton was the closest secure base. 

The Arrow landed here, only to discover that the aircraft was too big for any 

hangar. The next day, a ground ‗start crew‘ was flown in from Toronto to get it 

started. None of Trenton‘s equipment could service the innovative supersonic 

plane. 

Trenton was the only base, other than its home at Malton, at which the 

Arrow landed. ―Within a week of the visit, Arrow RL204 fell to the cutters 

torch, the victim of a political decision that still incites heated debates…‖
221

 

Years later a search would be launched to recover any of the nine three-metre-

long scale models of the Avro Arrow that were launched by rocket booster off 

Point Petre in Prince Edward County in 1957. The models provided the 

engineers with valuable information about the plane‘s supersonic capabilities. 

―Another local connection to the Arrow came through Bata Engineering, after 

the company secured a contract with Avro to build the plane‘s undercarriage 

and hydraulic jacks.‖
222

 

Events involving the base often parallel events in other local 

communities. For example, at the same time as there was a movement to have 

the route between the air base and Toronto named ‗The Highway of Heroes‘, 

the Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment and its supporters sought to have 

Highway 62 from Bancroft to Bloomfield named ‗The Hastings and Prince 

Edward Regiment Commemorative Highway.‘ On November 10, 2006, the 

Regiment became the first regiment in Ontario to have a highway named in its 

honour. Ernie Parsons, then MPP for Prince Edward-Hastings said during the 

official unveiling, ―We do not do enough to honour our veterans‖ and 

―Freedom is not free.‖
223

 Honorary Colonel Thomas Bata, then 90 years of age 

and a member of the regiment, said after the ceremony that he thought the idea 

was ―Wonderful.‖ 

Currently there are about 700 homes on the base. They range from 

single houses and duplexes to row housing units, with two to four bedrooms. 

Charges vary with size and condition of the homes and are adjusted on an 

annual basis. The majority of family accommodation is found in Middleton 

Park at the west end of the base, with letter-carrier service provided by the 

Trenton Post Office. Families housed south of the highway rely on the Astra 

(base) Post Office for receipt of mail. Base recreational facilities include a golf 

course, the RCAF Arena, swimming pools, and a variety of other features. A 

small shopping centre includes a Tim Hortons. The base continues to be 
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impacted by changes in government policies. On August 18, 2011, the 

government announced that it was reinstating the RCAF, the RCN and 

Canadian Army as names of the three branches of the Canadian Forces. The 

word ‗Royal‘ would once again be part of the names of two branches and they 

could return to their pre-1968 status before Paul Hellyer merged the three into 

one force, with unified green uniforms and unified command structure. The 

forces would regain their pre-1968 lustre. 

Among the boosters of the area are the members of the Toronto Maple 

Leaf Hockey Team. On a sunny day early in October 2011, the team arrived at 

the base to spend three days for team building and practice sessions at the 

RCAF Flyers Arena. Almost 2,000 fans were on hand to greet the team. Many 

had arrived four hours before the team.  With the arena‘s capacity of about 500, 

―the quick-thinking organizers came up with the perfect solution.‖
224

 They 

brought the fans into the arena in shifts. Thereby, everyone could see the 

players practice for between 20 and 30 minutes. The fans enjoyed the chance 

to see the players and the players appreciated the obvious support they were 

receiving in this section of Ontario. Such enthusiasm is not restricted to sports 

fans.   

 The National Air Force Museum of Canada, with its restored Halifax 

Bomber and other internal and external displays, together with the base‘s huge 

construction program and new planes, has helped to establish Quinte West and 

south Hastings as a major tourist destination. These assets have helped to 

increase the sense of pride and patriotism among many Canadians. 
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3. City of Belleville 

 

The future of Belleville‘s downtown core was assured on March 4, 

2010, when the Government of Canada and the Mississaugas of Alderville 

First Nation reached a negotiated settlement whereby the Mississaugas agreed 

to settle a claim to 428 acres of land near the mouth of the Moira River. Known 

as the Thurlow Purchase, the land was bordered by Front Street on the west, 

Rear (Hillcrest) Street on the east, the bay on the south and what is now Bell 

Boulevard on the north. 

 On August 6, 2010, Northumberland-Quinte West MP Rick Norlock 

and Alderville First Nation Chief James Marsden unveiled a plaque outlining 

the band‘s history and its connection to what is now a major part of the city‘s 

downtown. The Alderville Mississaugas had argued that they had not received 

payment for the land and that the Crown had failed to protect their burial 

grounds from disturbance. The agreement means that, in return for a payment 

of $743,852 from the federal government, the Alderville band will never 

reopen its claim. 

The final negotiation that began in 2007 and concluded on March 4, 

2010 was between the First Nation and the federal government. According to 

Belleville Mayor Neil Ellis, council‘s role simply was to agree to place a 

plaque describing the history of our early aboriginal inhabitants. He called it a 

fitting way to celebrate the newly renovated Jane Forrester Park.
225

 Alderville 

representatives distributed gifts of wild rice and sweetgrass to those present.
226

 

 

Water, Sewage and Other Essentials 

 

Belleville has witnessed many significant changes over the last 50 

years and some of these are described in detail in Belleville: A Popular 

History.
227

 Two of the fundamental changes include the modernization of the 

water and sewage treatment plants – services that are vital to industrial, 

business and residential growth. The city‘s transit terminal (1997) that serves 

both local and long distance bus services, the introduction of new bus routes 

and the extension of bus service to Sundays, and the completion of the ultra-

                                                           
225

 Indian and Northern Affairs Canada Fact Sheet, Alderville First Nation: Thurlow Purchase 

Specific Claim, 2010 and Intelligencer article by Luke Hendry, August 7, 2010. 
226

 The formal ceremony was interrupted at the beginning when these comments were heard 

from the back of the tent: ―Where are the Mohawks? This was their land.‖ The interruptions 

ceased after Police Chief Cory McMullan spoke to the questioners, suggesting that they should 

not interrupt the ceremony.    
227

 Gerry Boyce, Belleville: A Popular History (Toronto: Natural Heritage Books, Dundurn 

Press, 2008). 



177 
   

new VIA railway station in 2012 are major steps in improving transportation. 

The new station‘s stands beside its historic 1856 predecessor. 

Currently, Belleville is in the midst of a program to streamline services 

delivered by the municipality to make city government more customer-friendly. 

One major step took place early in 2007 when the former parks and recreation 

department was divided to enable staff ―to excel at their jobs and improve 

revenues.‖
228

 Council set up a Recreation, Culture and Community Services 

Department to look after recreational programs and such cultural institutions as 

the Belleville Public Library, Glanmore National Historic Site and the future 

Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County, a joint operation with 

the county and the Hastings County Historical Society.   

An amazing transformation has occurred with respect to the United 

Empire Loyalist Monument that originally stood at the entrance to (Queen) 

Victoria Park. It had been unveiled in 1924 by Colonel Henry Cockshutt, 

Ontario‘s lieutenant governor, to commemorate the 140
th

 anniversary of the 

landing of the Loyalists. When it appeared that the city might allow the 

demolition of the monument, the Parrott Foundation and the Hastings Couinty 

Historical Society paid to move it to the north side of Dundas Street, refurbish 

it, and erect four small plaques to pay tribute to the events of 1924. The 

ceremony for unveiling the UEL Monument took place on September 10, 2005. 

Several other historic monuments or markers have been erected or 

repaired. These include plaques on the former Cablevue building across from 

city hall as well as on the homes of Sir Mackenzie Bowell on William Street 

and Susanna Moodie on West Bridge Street. 

Many notable historic buildings have been preserved or improved. 

Among the most important are the McIntosh-Ridley House (1817) on South 

Front Street, restored in 1983, and the incorrectly named ‗Meyers Mill‘ on 

Station Street. In fact, it is part of the former Burrell Axe Factory complex and 

was restored by the Quinte Construction Association. On the West Hill, Brian 

Magee and Teddington Limited have preserved the Billa Flint House (1835) on 

Coleman Street after a dramatic struggle in 1983. Boretski Enterprises saved 

the Filliter Building (1846) on Front Street at the foot of Victoria Avenue after 

the city proposed its demolition in order to create another entrance to the 

Riverside Parking Lot. The historic Zwick House (c.1810) on West Dundas 

Street remains directly across from the picturesque Albert College. 

Unfortunately, the Wharf Street Debating Club on lower Front Street, erected 

about 1913, has not been preserved.
229

 Special credit should go to Paul Dinkel 
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and Richard Courneyea who have helped to preserve several downtown 

buildings on Bridge Street East and Front Street. 

One of the most subtle yet impressive architectural changes of the last 

half century is the imaginative renovation of the historic city hall (1873) by 

Bill White and Bel-Con Engineering. The effect of these changes in 1988 was 

to add 10,000 additional square feet of office space. This was done by utilizing 

the formerly vacant attic and placing an entirely new floor between the original 

first two floors. The renovated attic houses the council chamber. Dating back 

to 1874, the mayor‘s fauteuil (French for armchair) is the chamber‘s only piece 

of original furniture.
230

 

Moreover, the reconstruction and beautification in 1996 of the Market 

Square, home of a busy farmers‘ market three days each week, focused 

attention on the importance of the region‘s agriculture. Both the transit 

terminal and the market square structures were designed to fit in with the 

heritage features of city hall. 

The new Quinte Consolidated Court House (at the corner of West 

Bridge and Coleman streets) consolidated all the courts in the city, previously 

scattered in several buildings in the downtown and Trenton, and made the 

administration of justice easier. Moreover, it focused attention on city hall, the 

community‘s most celebrated building. The courthouse is angled in such a way 

that visitors will find that the eastern views from all the corridors focus the 

viewer‘s attention on city hall‘s 144-foot tower. The courthouse is not quite as 

high as city hall; however, the two buildings draw attention to the downtown 

and should lead to other developments in the area.
231

 In July 2010, Brian 

Magee announced plans for a major condominium immediately south of the 

courthouse and planning was underway to develop the Morch Marina property 

south of Dundas Street. In fact, a Markham property development and 

construction company announced in the summer of 2012 that it hoped to build 

some 400 condominium units on the Morch property. But development of 

these lands has moved slowly; as of 2018 there were few signs of changes. 

 Such building projects continue to stress the importance of the Bay of 

Quinte to Belleville. The first such project was the Anchorage on South 

Pinnacle Street. In 2012, Jack Sills was featured in an article in The 

Intelligencer marvelling ―at the panoramic view of the Bay of Quinte from the 

balcony of his third-floor apartment‖ at the city‘s first waterfront condominium. 

He recalled how the very idea of erecting an upscale high-rise near the city‘s 

shoreline, on the site of a former coal storage area, was ―met with ridicule and 

staunch opposition from locals.‖
232

 In fact, it took five years from the time a 
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quartet of developers (including Sills) bought the land for the 11-floor building 

until they got a building permit. It was followed a few years later by Pier 31, a 

development of 31 condominiums at the east end of Keegan Parkway. 

Interestingly, some of the residents of the Anchorage were opponents of the 

construction of Pier 31. Plans now call for housing to take over the top floors 

of Century Place at the Four Corners.  

Another prominent public building is the Belleville Public Library and 

Parrott Art Gallery (2006), located on the site of Belleville‘s 1870s opera house 

and art gallery. A controversial building in some respects, plans for the new 

Pinnacle Street library followed the failure of the proposed Quinte Cultural 

Centre (QCC). It also includes the Community Archives of Belleville and 

Hastings County, incorporated belatedly after the library building was 

constructed. 

The centennial of the earlier library, known as the Corby Public Library 

after Henry Corby who presented the attractive stone building to the city in 

1903, was celebrated in 2003. Many citizens and writers attended a gala dinner 

in the Royal Canadian Legion, as a commemorative book was unveiled. Chief 

Executive Officer Leona Hendry compiled What the Belleville Public Library 

Means to Me, a book chronicling ―the history of the library and celebrating the 

role of libraries in our lives.‖ Eleanor Jourard chaired the library‘s anniversary 

committee. 

The year 1978 was one of the most celebrated years in Belleville‘s 

history. Residents and thousands of visitors celebrated 100 years of city 

government. Mayor Ben Corke said that he was ―Very much honoured to 

preside, as mayor, over the many celebrations that year. It was a great year to 

remember.‖ 
233

 

Earlier, in 1972, Ben Corke and then mayor Dr. Russell Scott had 

begun the Lahr Friendship Flight exchange. Although there were only eight 

participants on the first flight, the exchange has continued – with few 

exceptions – over the years and student exchanges have been successful. For 

many of those years, CFB Trenton was actively involved, since the Canadian 

Air Force operated a base in Lahr. 

When the citizens of Belleville celebrated the city‘s centennial as a city 

in 1978, they were party to the building of the Quinte Sports Centre. Thanks to 

the efforts of the Belleville Yardmen and the support of Wintario, the original 

arena was built at no cost to the city or its citizens. It was now known as the 

Yardmen Arena, in recognition of the role the railroaders played through their 

sales of lottery tickets across the province. (It is currently the home of the 

Belleville Senators American Hockey League team and has been renamed the 

CAA Arena). Then, in 1996, the city added the Wally Dever Arena, named 
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after a popular city councillor who did much to promote the city and its 

athletes. 

Now, two additional arenas, a double gymnasium, an indoor track, 

state-of-the-art swimming pools, other sports and wellness facilities have been 

built, as part of a federal-provincial program, with each level of government 

paying a third of the cost. Energy efficiency is everywhere, with a solar farm 

on the roof generating more electricity for the new 300,000 square foot 

building than the former 173,000 square foot building facility used. The 

completed Quinte Sports and Wellness Centre (sometimes referred to as the 

Multiplex) opened in 2012. 

The Multiplex is only one of several city properties where solar panels 

have been installed to help ‗reduce the carbon footprint‘ and make money. 

Other sites include Meyers Pier, the Belleville Transit garage on Coleman 

Street, and a city-owned building across Pinnacle Street from Market Square. 

The largest installation is the 500-kilowatt solar farm with 2,132 solar panels 

atop the Quinte Sports and Wellness Centre. According to Tom Lafferty, the 

councillor who chaired the city‘s Green Task Force, ―When you take 

something that‘s good for the environment and make money at it at the same 

time, it‘s a win-win.‖
234

   

Other improved recreational facilities include the Waterfront and 

Riverfront Trails, a Children‘s Playground and the Tom Gavey Pavilion at 

Zwick‘s Park, additional soccer fields and a Pirate Ship Playground at West 

Riverside Park. The opening of the Riverfront Trail in July 2002 resulted from 

a 1997 proposal from the city‘s parks department to the Belleville Business 

Improvement Area to explore a trail that would go under all the bridges (five) 

and extend from the Lott Dam to Victoria Park, a distance of 1.6 kilometres. 

Parks director Doug Moses was the biggest motivator behind the $4 million 

trail project. Major financial assistance came from all levels of government and 

from the efforts of car dealer Bob Clute, Councillor Kay Manderville and 

many others. Mayor George Zegouras announced that the pedestrian way 

would be known as the Parrott Riverfront Trail after a generous last-minute 

donation of $400,000 was received from Jack and Bernice Parrott.
235

 

Thanks to Desert Stream Christian Fellowship and the Kiwanis Club of 

Belleville, each of whom pledged $100,000 toward the $600,000 facility, 

Belleville now has an exceptional skateboard park in West Riverside Park. The 

organizing committee called itself the ‗Can‘t W8 2 Sk8 committee‘. 
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Taking a Walk in the Parks 

 

Zwick‘s Island has been recognized as an outstanding park. The 

Canadian Institute of Planners‘ Great Places in Canada contest honoured the 

park as one of Canada‘s best showcases in 2011. Zwick‘s Park did not win the 

contest, but Ryan Williams, president of the Bay of Quinte Tourist Council, 

said residents should be proud just to have it recognized. 

Recent improvements to the park include the 6,250 square foot, 

$800,000+ Lions Pavilion on West Zwick‘s (opened on June 12, 2011), and the 

well-used dog park on East Zwick‘s, promoted by Jim Moore and others and 

financed entirely by private donations. 

More and more activities are taking place at Zwick‘s Park. These 

include recent Canada Day celebrations, band concerts, and Waterfront and 

Ethnic Festivals. Such festivals had their roots in Belleville‘s 1978 Centennial 

Celebration when the ethnic festival was held in various locations around the 

city. Later, the activities moved to East and West Zwick‘s, Victoria Park and 

Meyers Pier. Giant street parades and band festivals highlighted the activities. 

Unfortunately, some people saw the event as ―a giant, staggering beer bash.‖
236

 

Now, the event has again become more family-oriented, utilizing a smaller area 

on West Zwick‘s. 

Other recent recreational improvements have included soccer pitches 

near the Veterans Memorial Bridge and an artificial turf field at the Sills Park 

Complex on Harder Drive. 

  Thanks to a fundraising partnership between the city and the East Hill 

Park Association, the East Hill Park (also known as the Robin Jeffrey Park) 

underwent renovations. Improved facilities opened on June 4, 2011. Earlier, 

Councillor Jackie Denyes told council that this partnership could be used as an 

example to show others what the city wants from the community. It is a model 

for other groups.
237

 

The Corby Park on the East Hill continues to be a haven for people 

seeking a beautiful, quiet place to contemplate roses and other flowers. It is a 

favourite site for weddings. Commencing in 1967, the park, which was 

donated to the city on July 24, 1905, by the Corby Family, has undergone a 

series of changes. As part of Canadian Centennial Celebrations, the park was 

renovated and reopened on June 28, 1967, thanks to H. Corby Distillery and 

the city. Then, in 1987, the park underwent a further revitalization, with Corby 

Distilleries helping to underwrite the process to the extent of $20,000. The first 

stage involved the removal of the earlier fountain, which was described as 

―dilapidated‖, and its replacement by a ―waterwall‖ fountain. Although some 

people criticized the new fountain for its size and starkness, parks‘ staff took 
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steps to blend it with its surroundings, by adding ivy, benches and flower 

holders. Grey interlocking bricks replaced the worn and cracked asphalt 

path.
238

 Then in 2011, planning began anew for improving the park and the 

deteriorating ―waterwall‖ fountain, An attractive new fountain was  completed 

in 2013.   

 

Cultural Activities 

 

Major cultural activities include the Quinte Ballet School of Canada, 

whose origins date back to 1972 when ―the Quinte Dance Centre was 

established as the Belleville branch of the National Ballet Guild, a fundraising 

and public awareness arm of the National Ballet of Canada with Brian Scott as 

the School‘s Founding Artistic Director.‖
239

 The Belleville Theatre Guild 

marked its 60
th

 anniversary season in 2011-2012 with a series of plays ―full of 

celebration, laughter, intrigue, mystery, and romance.‖
240

 In 1969, to end 18 

years of changing venues for play productions, the city of Belleville provided 

the guild with the use of the D.L. Storey Building on Pinnacle Street, formerly 

the Salvation Army Citadel. Responsible for operating costs and renovations, 

the guild has carried out major improvements over the years. 

On two occasions, television has focused attention on the city. In 1985, 

Barry Penhale, well-known narrator, author and publisher produced a 

promotional video in the ―Sketches of Our Town‖ series. Six years later, 

Belleville mayor Shirley Langer promoted (and largely financed) a similar 

program highlighting the advantages of life in the city. 

 

The Empire Theatre Dream 

 

Two dreams merged to confer on Belleville a first-class theatre 

accommodating both films and live performances. Formerly the McCarthy 

Theatre (built 1938, closed 1962), the building on Front Street was purchased  

by Gerry Bongard who moved his sports and hobby store, Stephen Licence 

Ltd., into the premises. Although Bongard made some minor alterations he left 

the interior intact, hoping that some day the theatre could be restored. 

It was an unlikely dream but it came true. In March 2002 Mark 

Rashotte purchased the McCarthy building to create a state of the art theatre 

for live performance and cinema. Rashotte was broker/owner of Royal Lepage 

ProAlliance and a talented musician and recording artist in his own right. 

Based on his experiences ―on the road‖ in the U.S. and Canada over many 

years, he had his own vision of what a performing arts centre should provide. 
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By September 2003 the 700-seat Empire was open for business. It is regarded 

by audiences and musicians alike as the best live performance theatre between 

Toronto and Montreal. Name-brand bands will arrange stops in Belleville just 

for practice sessions. Rashotte seems never quite satisfied: in 2018 an already 

excellent sound system was upgraded. 

Meanwhile, Gerry Bongard moved his Stephen Licence down the street 

and continued selling bicyles and hobby craft. Giving up his home in Prince 

Edward County, he moved into an apartment above his business. 

 

A Pair of Fests 

 

Two popular festivals have emerged in recent years to add to a 

lengthening list of cultural events in Belleville. One is DocFest, founded in 

2012. It‘s a community-oriented documental film festival featuring 50 or more 

long and short documentaries from the Quinte area and from national and 

international sources. Focussed in the downtown area, it relies on venues in the 

CORE Centre (three), the Parrott Gallery, the Pinnacle Playhouse and the 

Empire Theatre. Always a sell-out, it runs the first weekend in March, from an 

opening gala at the Empire to Sunday afternoon films. 

Porchfest is a little cultural festival that began in 2008 and grew into a 

major musical event. Singers and musicians perform on porches and verandas 

while residents of East Hill and elsewhere wander the streets from house to 

house to sample the performances. It attracts dozens of performers and 

hundreds of appreciative music lovers. And it‘s free. The idea was imported 

from Ithaca, N.Y. and now there are dozens of Porchfests celebrated across 

North America. 

 

 

New Homes for Fire and Police Services 

 

 Belleville‘s emergency services have also undergone, or are about to 

undergo, major changes. The fire department is the proud owner of a new fire 

hall located directly across Station Street from the VIA Station. Over the years, 

the fire department has fought many major fires on Front Street and elsewhere. 

One of the more unusual fires occurred on a Sunday night in 1980 when a fire 

broke out in one of the barns inside the exhibition grounds. Before morning, 15 

standard-bred horses and a family of goats burned to death. The total loss of 

over $200,000 ―was considered heaviest locally that year.‖
241

 Arson was 

suspected.  
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Other major fires over the last 45 years include the destruction of the 

historic stone Reynolds Block at the northeast corner of Front Street and 

Victoria Avenue (housing King Sol Discounts and Stephen Licence, etc.) in 

1972 and in 2009 the historic stone building in Corbyville that once housed 

offices for Corby Distillery and then Thurlow Township. 

Meanwhile, having been relocated from the old YMCA building on 

Campbell Street in 1985 to the former Calvary Temple building on Dundas 

Street East, the Belleville Police Service is finding that the accommodation is 

no longer satisfactory and is planning for new quarters. Such planning has to 

take into consideration the presence of the Children‘s Safety Village behind the 

police station. The city has settled on a new site at Sidney and College streets, 

once again using a renovated established building.   

 

 Importance of the Waterfront 

 

Belleville also has an important maritime rescue service. For many 

years, the late Stu Meeks used his income from his role as city 

alderman/councillor to finance a private maritime rescue service. Since his 

death, the local coast guard auxiliary has continued to operate a service. In fact, 

the 16-member team of the Quinte Search and Rescue (QSAR) unit was 

recognized by the Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary for safely carrying out 40 

missions on the Bay of Quinte in 2010. The unit was the busiest coast guard 

auxiliary in the Central and Arctic Region, a territory that stretches from the 

Ontario-Quebec border to the western borders of Alberta and the Northwest 

Territories.
242

 In 2011, thanks to the Trillium Foundation and other donations, 

the unit was able to purchase a new boat. It is named in honour of Lt. Col. 

Bruce Sutcliffe, a heroic member of the Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment 

who lost his life in the Second World War. 

Formed in 1876, the Bay of Quinte Yacht Club supports summer junior 

and adult sailing classes and promotes boating safety. It made history in 1991 

when Susan Smith served as the first female commodore in the club‘s history. 

The Moira River continues to be both a unifying and a divisive factor. 

It has supplied generations of earlier citizens with power to move logs to 

market and to run mills. Even today, the local conservation authority has 

improved a dam just north of College Street and built a power generating 

station. The project is expected to generate a profit for the city. 

Unfortunately, the Moira can also be a problem. From time to time, its 

waters and ice have flooded the municipality – ever since Samuel Wilmot and 

his survey team were forced to higher ground by floodwaters while laying out 

the town plan in 1816.Belleville has experienced nearly a hundred floods, 
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several of a serious nature. Since 1967, several ice control dams have been 

constructed along the Moira River to help reduce the threat of serious spring 

flooding.  Recent flood-fighting methods have included blasting, digging 

channels, dredging slush ice, ice booms, and evacuation, in addition to the 

series of dams completed in 1990. In the winter of 2005, an amphibious 

vehicle from Quebec was brought in to move frazil (slush) ice from the mouth 

of the river and for a few years commencing in 2006, city council contracted 

with a tugboat owner to keep a channel open at the mouth of the river. In 2011, 

extensive repairs were made to floodwalls along the Moira above the McLeod 

Dam.   

Since 1967, three new bridges have been built across the Moira. They 

include the Dundas Street Bridge (1970), which had the effect of keeping 

transport trucks from having to navigate the corner of Pinnacle Street and 

Bridge Street East, and the Sagonaska Bridge (1978), which provided a more 

direct route across the Moira than Front Street. Currently, the city is 

considering improvements to the footbridge that crosses the Moira opposite 

Catharine Street. In 2011, the Veterans Memorial Bridge on Bell Boulevard 

was officially opened, just south of Highway 401. Not only has it improved the 

flow of traffic but it also has proven to be an extremely attractive and 

inspirational structure. Located in a wooded area, it focuses attention on the 

city‘s natural beauty. It also pays tribute to the participation of the Canadian 

military in the Afghan and previous wars. It salutes all branches of our military 

services – army, navy, air force and merchant marine. 

The land surrounding the bridge is part of the city‘s attractive path and 

walkway system. Thanks to the former leadership of Doug Moses of the Parks 

and Recreation Department and now the leadership of Mark Fluhrer of the 

expanded Recreation, Culture and Community Services Department, the city 

has developed an excellent series of facilities and programs. 

Another major bridge construction project improved traffic on Dundas 

Street West in 2017. The bridge on Bay Bridge Road replaced an older 

structure over the CP Rail line. At the same, Dundas Street west was rebuilt at 

that point to improve traffic flow to the Bay Bridge and Prince Edward County. 

At the Mary-Anne Sills Park on Palmer Road, the first-class Bruce 

Faulds Track salutes the outstanding work by the former Centennial Secondary 

School teacher in promoting track and field and sports in general, and the 

efforts of former city councillor Mary-Anne Sills and her supporters in raising 

funds for athletic facilities. Most of these facilities were financed by a 

combination of government grants and individual and corporate donations 

Likewise, combined efforts are supporting a major hospital expansion 

that has been underway for some time at the Belleville site of Quinte Health 

Care Corporation. Thanks to provincial funding, local fundraising and the 

estate of a former resident, Charlotte Sills, there have been some amazing 
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improvements to the hospital. The new Charlotte Sills Wing is state-of-the art 

and new emergency quarters and other facilities are being completed. Since 

provincial funding normally does not cover equipment, local fundraising has 

helped to provide the facilities with new equipment.  

Belleville is now ―twinned‖ with three cities overseas. The first, in 

1971, was the City of Lahr, Germany, with whom frequent exchanges of 

students and citizens occur. In 1996, Belleville ―twinned‖ with two cities in the 

Far East – Gunpo, a satellite of Seoul in South Korea, and Zhucheng, a city of 

well over a million people south of Beijing in China. The objectives of these 

―twinnings‖ are to promote understanding and friendships with their people 

and to promote cooperation with their governments and business interests. 

 

Becoming a Commercial Hub 

 

Belleville businesses celebrated an important anniversary early in 

February 2014 when the Belleville and District Chamber of Commerce 

celebrated its 150
th

 birthday. A gala celebration in the Belleville armouries, 

attended by more than 400 guests and dignitaries, saw 22 past presidents 

honoured for their work on behalf of the chamber. To commemorate their work, 

each past president received a key to the Log Cabin, which houses the 

chamber‘s offices. 

The last 45 years have seen the growth of major retail outlets. When 

Historic Hastings was published in 1967, most of Belleville‘s retail businesses 

were located in the downtown core. Then in 1971, the Quinte Mall, anchored 

by Sears, opened on Bell Boulevard. The Food Court and office tower were 

added in 1984 and further expansion followed. Today the Quinte Mall boasts 

125 stores and services and is the centre of considerable other retail 

development. 

Unfortunately, the mall lost its Sears anchor store when the parent 

company, Sears Canada Inc., collapsed into bankruptcy and laid off all its staff 

across Canada in 2017. This move cost Belleville more than 500 jobs, 

including those at the Sears Distribution Centre, call centre and retail store. 

Elsewhere in the retail sector, Bayview Mall (formerly Belleville Plaza) 

has replaced some of its retail businesses with office space. Its primary anchor 

store is a discount food store. One of Canada‘s oldest chains, Zellers, closed its 

local store, however, a large Wal-Mart store is prospering. Healthy 

construction activity has meant that Home Depot, Rona, Lowes and Home 

Hardware Building Supplies have all been kept busy. 

 Residential housing construction has been consuming open fields at a 

steady rate north of Highway 401. These are in addition to the the Stanley Park 

area, the formerly vacant lands northwest of North Front and College streets, 

and neighbouring areas of Thurlow Ward. Several of the housing projects are 
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attractive condominiums. New condominium developments are often being 

proposed for downtown Belleville but few have yet materialized. 

Over the past half century, Belleville has added a number of large 

hotels to its inventory, including Travelodge (featuring a 135-foot waterslide 

and other amenities), Comfort Inn, and Holiday Inn Express. Several of these 

are linked to the Williams Family. 

Unfortunately, the city lost its landmark hotel, the Quinte Hotel, to fire 

of undetermined origin, at the end of December, 2012. It had been the 

successor to the Dafoe House, which entertained famed Irish wit and 

playwright Oscar Wilde on May 22, 1882. Standing at the corner of Pinnacle 

and Bridge streets, the structure had gone through several name changes, 

including Heritage Inn, Days Inn, and Clarion Inn & Suites. When it opened 

under new ownership on March 23, 2011, it reverted to its original name: Hotel 

Quinte. 

A number of modern retirement and nursing homes help to 

accommodate the growing number of senior citizens, many of whom have 

moved into the area because of the attractive location. The largest is the Quinte 

Gardens, a 239-unit complex on West College Street. In January 2012, Quinte 

Gardens sold for slightly over $70 million dollars. Hastings County, Belleville 

and Quinte West operate Hastings Manor. A 253-bed long-term care facility 

(2005), it, and its predecessor have been providing care for the frail and elderly 

since 1908 – first in the House of Refuge (1907-1951) on Dundas Street East 

and since 1951 in the Hastings Home/Manor on Dundas Street West. However, 

there is still a waiting list of people who require economical nursing home 

accommodation in order to free up hospital spaces. 

The Northeast and Northwest Industrial Parks have continued to attract 

new tenants and some present tenants have plans for expansions. As noted in 

the section on Economic Growth and Development, there have been several 

new industries in Belleville in the past 45 years and other industries have 

expanded. 

Under Mayor Mary-Anne Sills‘ leadership in 2005, Belleville Council 

approved a strategic plan for the city that set down goals for the future. Work 

then began on a Corporate Business Plan to detail the specifics. In her annual 

State of the City address to the Belleville and District Chamber of Commerce 

in April 2006, Mayor Sills announced that the city‘s finances were in good 

shape. In fact, the city‘s credit rating had reached an all-time high of  A+. 

Subsequent mayors and councils have continued to refine and improve 

the strategic plans of Mayor Sills and her predecessors. Increasing provincial 
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government regulations and deteriorating infrastructure (roads, bridges, etc.) 

make it necessary for councils to plan further ahead. 
243
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One of the major issues facing the city today is the perception that there is much local crime. 

Although crime statistics continue to prove that there has been a decrease in most types of 

crime in recent years, it will be a while before people cease to associate the city and Quinte 

West with Russell Williams. Despite the fact that his murders were not carried out in either 

location, the site of the trials was the courthouse on Pinnacle Street. The trial was carried 

extensively by Canadian TV and print media. Some reporters set up ladders in the parking lot 

behind the court house so they could get the best possible pictures as he exited the building. 
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4. Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory  
244

 

 

Formerly known as the Tyendinaga Indian Reserve, the new name 

recognizes the improved status and prestige gained by the Mohawks of the Bay 

of Quinte over the last 50 years. While they remain proud of their history and 

heritage and continue to celebrate their strong link with the British Crown, 

their leaders have brought the territory to the place where it is, arguably, 

Canada‘s most advanced First Nations territory. The Napanee Beaver offered 

early proof for that claim when it announced on February 21, 1996 that the 

federal government had made the band council the first such council in Canada 

able to spend band funds without direct reference to Ottawa. 

Occupying some 71 square kilometres (18,000 acres) of land 

immediately north of the Bay of Quinte, the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte 

number about 8,300 members, of whom over 2,100 reside on the territory.
245

 

The Mohawk Band Council‘s website clearly outlines its vision 

statement: 

―Tyendinaga, as part of the Mohawk Nation, is a healthy, 

sustainable Kanienkeha community, built on and united by our 

language, culture, traditions, knowledge and history. We exercise 

our rights and responsibilities for the protection of and respect for 

our people, our land, our resources, and the environment. 

The Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (MBQ) are proud of our 

heritage, history and culture. MBQ is part of the Mohawk Nation 

within the Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy.‖
246

 

 

A Link with the Monarchy 

 

Tradition is important to the Mohawks. Each year they celebrate and 

re-enact the landing of their ancestors at Tyendinaga on May 22, 1784. The 

Queen Anne communion silver presented by Queen Anne to Mohawk chiefs in 

1710 (while they were living in the colony of New York prior to the American 

Revolution) still embodies the close historic relationship between the 

Mohawks and the British Crown and is a focus of the re-enactments. As a 

symbol of this relationship, in 1984 Queen Elizabeth II presented a specially 

designed chalice as a replacement for a missing piece that had been lost when 

they left New York. In 1999, she sent a donation to put towards the restoration 

of Christ Church, built in 1843. In 2002, immediately before leaving Canada 

to go home from Ottawa, she signed the Bible that had been sent to the 
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Tyendinaga Mohawks by Queen Victoria. It was the third time that Elizabeth 

had signed the Bible. 

Then in 2010, on behalf of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte, Chief R. 

Donald Maracle received a wonderfully appropriate gift. As one of two 

Mohawk leaders invited to meet the Queen and Prince Philip at St. James 

Cathedral in Toronto, he was presented with a set of eight silver handbells to 

mark the monarchy‘s 300-year relationship with the Mohawk people. The 

handbells were engraved ―The Silver Chain of Friendship 1710-2010.‖ The Six 

Nations of the Grand River also received a set, since Six Nations and 

Tyendinaga are where the two Chapels Royal in Canada are located.
247

 Chief 

Maracle said that the gift was well deserved since the Mohawk people have 

made major contributions to the Crown in North America.
248

 

Queen Elizabeth was not the only one to contribute to the restoration of 

Christ Church after 1999. Parks Canada, Ontario‘s Trillium Foundation, the 

Mormon Church, the Orange Lodge in Ireland and a host of other major donors 

helped. 

Assistance from the Orange Lodge in Ireland was not unexpected. In 

the summer of 1990, Irish Orangemen who were studying the history of their 

organization visited Tyendinaga, the site of the last remaining Orange Lodge 

run by natives in Canada. The Irish Orangemen paid for six members of the 

Mohawk lodge to visit Northern Ireland and take part in a special parade to 

mark the 300
th

 anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne. Lodge leader Melville 

Hill and five members ―became instant celebrities‖ in Northern Ireland.
249

 

Pictures of the men wearing traditional dress appeared in Ulster newspapers. 

Unfortunately, their attire included non-Mohawk feather headdresses of the 

Plains Indians rather than gustowehs (skullcaps with three eagle feathers) 

which were less likely to become caught in tree branches and bushes. 

Partly because of the strong imperial tie and links with the monarchy, 

the Mohawks opposed the passage of the Constitution Act of 1982. This act 

patriated the constitution (including the British North America Act), making it 

a Canadian rather than a British statute. Many local Mohawks wore dark 

armbands – the traditional badge of mourners – and kept their children away 

from school briefly in April 1982. They joined a protest by Indian bands across 

Canada against the draft constitution of November 1981, which omitted 

reference to aboriginal rights. 
250

 Intense lobbying over the following months 
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led to the inclusion of Section 35 in which ―The existing aboriginal and treaty 

rights of the aboriginal peoples of Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed.‖ 

The implications of this fundamental protection continue to be debated, and 

litigated before the Supreme Court of Canada. 
251

 

On June 21, 2000, a ceremony at Fort Henry in Kingston recognized 

the Mohawks‘ pivotal role in aiding Britain in the American Revolutionary War 

and the War of 1812. For the first time since the fort opened to the public in 

1938, the Fort Henry Guard offered a ceremonial thank you to a group of 

Mohawk political leaders and elders for the protection Mohawk warriors had 

offered the early Loyalists. On behalf of the Guard, Lance Corporal Kris 

Bonnycastle Bruun (a descendant of Sir Richard Bonnycastle, commandant in 

Kingston at the time of the 1837 Rebellion), made a presentation to Chief R. 

Donald Maracle (a descendant of the Mohawk warriors) of a miniature framed 

version of the fort‘s colours. The colours list all the regiments stationed at the 

fort and include ―the little-known golden scroll embroidered with the name 

‗Tyendinaga Mohawks.‘‖ Almost 2,000 spectators also viewed the Queen Anne 

communion silver.
252

 

In the fall of 2012, His Excellency Governor General David Johnston 

recognized the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte for their military contribution as 

one of 48 First Nations and Métis communities with a heritage linked to the 

war of 1812. Rideau Hall was the site of a National Recognition Ceremony. 

The band received the Canadian Forces War of 1812 Commemorative Banner 

and the Commemorative War of 1812 Medal for Aboriginal Canadians.
253

 

Mohawk military prowess was also recognized in June 2000 when the 

Canadian government honoured four local men who had served overseas with 

the Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment. They were among 58 Canadian 

aboriginal veterans from World War Two who received the Canadian 

Aboriginal War Veterans Millennium Medal. It was the first time the Canadian 

government had recognized Aboriginal veterans. Unfortunately, several of the 

local veterans had died or moved away.
254

   

On August 21, 2005, the federal government erected two Historic Sites 

and Monuments Board of Canada plaques at Christ Church to celebrate the 

national historical significance of that church and Oronhyatekha (Peter Martin), 

the First Nations leader who rebuilt the Independent Order of Foresters.
255

 

Certainly, the Mohawks value and celebrate their culture. Each August 

since 1987, they have held a Traditional Pow Wow, ―a special time to explore 
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and reaffirm traditional ways.‖ The Mohawk Fair, first held in 1901, celebrates 

the Harvest and highlights Mohawk arts and crafts each September.
256

 The 

Tyendinaga Library (opened on the York Road in 1989 and recently moved 

into much larger premises formerly occupied by the Thayendanega Health 

Centre) houses a special collection of books and genealogical resources 

pertaining to Native themes and authors. 

There are plans to establish a museum and some fundraising and 

collecting has begun. A collections research project was undertaken in 2005 

and several people indicated that they intended to present pictures and other 

artifacts when a proper home is found. The late Chief Melville Hill had a major 

collection of museum material in his residence, which he would proudly show 

to visitors. 

The year 2009 saw the growth of interest in local history. The 

Mohawks celebrated the 225
th

 anniversary of their arrival in 1784 and the 

beginning of the Anglican Parish of Tyendinaga. In addition, an extensive 

exhibit of artifacts entitled `Meeting on the River of Life: Mohawk and 

Loyalist Exchanges` was arranged in May to mark the official opening of the 

Tyendinaga Economic Development Centre in Shannonville. 

 

Quality Education 

 

The Mohawks see their education system as a way to maintain and 

nourish their culture. They want a quality system of education and their 

elementary school, Quinte Mohawk, meets that objective. Opened for the 

1973-74 school year, it now teaches the Mohawk Language at all grade levels. 

The Arts and Crafts program focuses on the Woodland style of arts, crafts, and 

dance. In the 1980s, noted Belleville artisans Gordon and Audrey Davies 

helped the students create ceramic wall mosaics, depicting their people‘s 

traditions and history. Visitors to the school always comment on how well the 

students look after their building. 

With the urging of school trustee Carl Brant and funding from the 

federal department of Indian Affairs, the local school board placed a native 

counsellor at Moira Secondary School in 1971. The counsellor was to assist 

students from the territory attending Belleville schools. Fortunately, they 

appointed Leslie Claus, a Mohawk elementary school teacher for many years. 

At the end of his first year, he was pleased to report that 14 Mohawks from the 

1971-72 Moira class were attending post-secondary education institutions – a 

much larger number than the usual two or three in previous years. Les reported, 
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―I am parent, friend, counsellor, advisor, attendance officer to the students.‖
257

 

With funds (largely from the federal government), he provided students with 

sports equipment, money for excursions, and many other education-related 

tasks. So highly was he regarded that, after his death in 1991, his friends set up 

a scholarship in his memory. 

Les‘s influence continues beyond his lifetime. His surviving artwork 

includes a picture of Christ Church painted for presentation to Queen Elizabeth. 

His son, Ken, became a highly respected principal at Quinte Mohawk School. 

A young friend, Mike Brant, followed Les as a successful native counsellor for 

the school board and is currently the band representative on the Hastings and 

Prince Edward District School Board. 

In 1982, the Mohawk Band Council provided $5,000 for resources for 

the introduction of a Native Studies course at Moira Secondary School.
258

 

Although the majority of the students were of First Nations ancestry, many 

were not. The course stressed various aspects of Canada‘s native peoples, but 

always emphasized the history, challenges and achievements of the Mohawks 

of the Bay of Quinte. About 1989, Moira began to offer classes in the Mohawk 

language. 

The continuation and strengthening of the Mohawk language remains a 

priority. Language workshops and conferences have been held from time to 

time. In August 1993, the Mohawk Language Standardization Conference was 

held at Tyendinaga to decide on a standard, written form of Mohawk. Six 

Mohawk First Nations co-sponsored the conference, supported by the Ontario 

Ministries of Education and Training, Citizenship, and Culture, Tourism and 

Recreation. ―The method followed for standardizing the Mohawk language 

was to establish consensus through consultation and to reach final decisions at 

a conference.‖
259

 During the consultations, it was ―highly recommended that 

the speech of the Elders be selected as the basis for writing the Mohawk 

language.‖ A basic recommendation was that all Mohawk writing systems were 

to use 12 letters – six vowels and six consonants – of the Roman alphabet. The 

conference noted that the Mohawk method was more systematic than the 

English writing system, because ―you generally write a word exactly the way it 

sounds in Mohawk. It is therefore easy to learn the written Mohawk form.‖ 

The importance of preserving the Mohawk language as a basic step in 

preserving Mohawk culture continues to be stressed at meetings, workshops, 

pow wows and other activities. At the fifth annual Festival of Native Arts held 
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at Loyalist College in November 2000, Curtis Maracle of Tyendinaga stated, 

―Our language is our identity. We‘re losing our identity quickly.‖
260

 

Of special importance was the completion of a Mohawk Language 

Dictionary – iontewennaweienhstáhkwa’. Published by Belleville‘s Mika 

Publishing Company in 1990, the book was ―a compilation of all available 

vocabulary lists and dictionaries that have been printed within the last 150 

years, including as well vocabulary from my own Band.‖ So wrote David R. 

Maracle, a Mohawk of the Bay of Quinte Band. He noted that the text was 

completed with the financial support of the band and developed at the Native 

Language Centre within the Department of Anthropology at the University of 

Western Ontario. Maracle wrote that the 414-page dictionary ―was but a 

beginning.‖ Paulette Peirol, a reviewer of the draft book quoted Maracle: ―We 

need the language as a cultural base, as a base for our pride. If our kids are 

encouraged to speak it, they will become a very proud people. … Here in the 

city (London) I have a dog and a cat, and I speak Mohawk to the dog and the 

cat. People who say they‘ve lost the language are just using that as an excuse 

for being lazy.‖
261

   

David R. Maracle noted in 1989 that immersion programs in Mohawk 

were offered to local students in kindergarten to grade six. However, he 

believed that this did not go far enough, because the students were too young 

to learn the finer points of language. Today, Mohawk language courses are 

compulsory for all elementary school students on the territory. 

On May 3, 2011, Hastings and Prince Edward County educators 

recognized the importance of the Mohawk language program when they 

presented the 2011 Sir Mackenzie Bowell Award for Educator of the Year to 

Ms. Dorothy Lazore and Mrs. Sherry Procunier who teach Mohawk Language 

at Quinte Mohawk School. For 20 years, the two teachers developed the 

Mohawk Language Program from the ground up and Dorothy continues the 

program at Moira. They also offered night classes to parents and the 

community, since this would help the students retain the language if they had 

someone to speak it with at home. 

There is a definite revival of the Mohawk language. Many young 

children are taught the language from birth. Ceremonial and social events such 

as weddings feature Thanksgiving speeches or addresses in Mohawk.   

 Mohawk students also can do well in English. For example, in 

December 2009, Fawn Thompson, a grade 8 student, was one of six young 

people from across the province to receive a James Bartleman Aboriginal 

Youth Creative Writing Award for her poem ―When You‘re Not Here.‖ The 

award consisted of a certificate and $2,500. 
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Following his re-election as band chief in 2000, Chief R. Donald 

Maracle began to campaign for a new elementary school. The federal 

government went ―a long way to silencing a small, but very vocal group of 

Mohawk dissidents on the territory‖ with an important announcement in 

October 2009. Indian and Northern Affairs Canada had agreed to provide more 

than $2 million for upgrades to the school, ―including ceiling tiles, a roof 

replacement and upgrades to the mechanical system.‖ This was in addition to 

government funding of more than $132,000 to upgrade the school‘s water 

treatment system and some $242,000 for ongoing operation and 

maintenance.
262

 

At the post-secondary level of education, the First Nations Technical 

Institute (FNTI) is a valuable asset and one of the largest employers on the 

Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory. Established in 1985, it is Ontario‘s oldest 

Aboriginal post-secondary institution. It was created through partnerships 

between the Tyendinaga Mohawk Council, the FNTI Board of Directors, 

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada and the Ontario Ministry of Education and 

Training.
263

 Since its founding, it has graduated several thousand students in a 

variety of programs such as aviation, health and social services, and 

governance and business. FNTI‘s noted pilot training program is located at the 

Mohawk Airport, site of a military training base in World War One and a 

military airport in World War Two. For a time, the airport was the home of 

First Nations Air Service and air charter service. Unfortunately, FNTI‘s 

funding has been an issue at times and in February 2008, it seemed possible 

that the lack of guaranteed stable federal government funding might lead to its 

closure.
264

 Fortunately, the provincial government stepped in with $1.5 million 

to replace a federal funding cut. In 2009, a tripartite two-year agreement was 

reached between FNTI and the federal and provincial governments. Currently, 

a new program known as the ―Moving Forward Plan‖ will help to assure 

FNTI‘s future.   

FNTI also operates the Ohahase Education Centre. Ohahase means 

―new road‖ in the Mohawk language and this private secondary school (funded 

by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada) offers a flexible approach for pupils 

seeking to achieve an Ontario Secondary School Diploma. Early in 2012, 

Ohahase had 11 students enrolled in grade 9 and 10 courses as well as 45 

adults in adult learning and correspondence courses. 

The airport component of FNTI also houses HOPE (Haudenosaunee 

Opportunity for Personalized Education). HOPE is operated by the Hastings 

and Prince Edward School Board in cooperation with the Mohawks of the Bay 

of Quinte. The program offers ―an educational alternative that has been 
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designed to meet the specific learning needs of Mohawk students who have not 

yet graduated from high school.‖
265

 Some 22 students are enrolled in grade 11 

and 12 courses in 2012. 

On August 27, 2009, ―Jubilation abounded as indigenous and non-

indigenous scholars, elders and academics from around the globe 

acknowledged, affirmed and validated FNTI by granting the indigenous post-

secondary institution 10 year accreditation status under the World Indigenous 

Nations Higher Education Consortium (WINHEC).‖ FNTI was hopeful that 

this new status would move the school ―one step closer towards provincial or 

federal accreditation status in Canada.‖
266

 Such status would add to the 

institution‘s prestige. 

Loyalist College also plays a role in the education of First Nations 

students. According to Paul Latchford, the college‘s co-ordinator of aboriginal 

services, there are more than 300 students of aboriginal background taking 

classes at the school. Thanks to a provincial government infusion of $66,000, a 

new and improved Aboriginal Resource Centre opened in November 2010.
267

 

The college‘s Festivals of Native Arts have promoted awareness of native 

culture to natives and non-natives alike for the past 17 years. Hundreds of 

visitors attend the festival, which features live music and entertainment 

throughout the day. In addition, many vendors display various ―handmade 

items such as crafts, carvings, art work, and leather items.‖
268

   

 

Political Life 

 

Largely as the result of the passage in 1985 of Bill C-31 (the 

amendment of the Indian Act to remove the discriminatory sections that 

decreed that Indian women lost their Indian status by marrying non-natives), 

the band membership almost doubled over the following six years. In fact, the 

Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte were said to have registered more ―new‖ 

Indians than any other reserve in Canada.
269

 

 A further expansion of band membership followed a decision by 

British Columbia‘s Supreme Court that section 6 of the Indian Act, which 

denied Indian status to people who trace their native ancestry through their 

matrilineal grandmothers, was discriminatory. Chief R. Donald Maracle noted 

that the decision corrected a human rights wrong, but could stretch already 

limited resources for the band.
270
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Another recent change has seen non-resident members of the band 

receive the right to vote. In fact, it is the responsibility of the band to prepare a 

complete list of all members and try to contact non-residents and provide them 

with the chance to vote by mail-in ballots, at the band‘s expense. In the first 

such election (2001), there were 751 resident and 515 non-resident mail-in 

ballots.   

Many elections have been won by wide margins. However, some have 

been very close battles. For example, in 1989, Earl Hill received 305 votes and 

Murray Maracle received 302. One wonders if the results would have been the 

same if they had been the only two contestants, since a third candidate received 

13 votes. Chief Hill later remarked that his re-election as chief by only three 

votes was not as dramatic as some of his other victories. He recalled winning 

one council election by a single vote and another election by two votes.  

Under the leadership of such elected chiefs as John R. Brant (1964-

1967), Earl R. Hill (1968-1973, 1980-1993), William J. Brant (1974-1977), 

Donald R. Brant (1978-1979) and R. Donald Maracle (1994-present), councils 

have made much progress. Examples include the resolution of the Turton Penn 

Lease dispute, dating back to the 1830s. As a result, the Mohawks received a 

cash settlement and the residents of Shannonville were assured of valid titles to 

their land. Between 1986 and 1993, the band constructed a housing subdivision 

with 54 houses, many built by Mohawk workers. The homes boast water, 

sewer facilities and paved roads. A second subdivision is now under 

construction on Sadie‘s Lane, just west of the Quinte Mohawk School. A 

modern Seniors Lodge is located on the Bayshore at the east end of the 

territory. 

In 2011, the up-to-date Community Wellbeing Centre opened just west 

of the school. An ultra-modern facility, it provides health, social and welfare 

services to the community. One of its major concerns is diabetes, which affects 

at least 30 per cent of the residents. 

The Mohawk Recreation Complex (established in 1993) houses a 

double-diamond ballpark and a lacrosse box. Recent additions include a 

skatepark and a hockey/lacrosse arena. Funding for such projects comes from a 

variety of sources, including revenues from Casino Rama, Indian and Northern 

Affairs Canada, Band Trust Funds, and the Turton Penn Lease settlement. 

For many years, Tyendinaga had two major political parties, commonly 

known as the Short Hair and Long Hair parties. At times, these names almost 

seemed humorous since Chief Earl Hill, the leader of the Long Hair Party, 

generally wore his hair short. When questioned about this in the 1980s, he 

would reply that it was short so that he could be instantly ready for a scrap. 

The 2005 election apparently marked a change. Noting that the 

successful candidates ran as independents, the editor of The Mohawk Nation 

Drummer wrote, ―This reinforces a new opinion in the community to elect 
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people based on their individual credentials instead of party affiliation.‖ Today, 

it can be said that there are supporters of the Long Hair Party and Independents. 

Many Mohawks from Tyendinaga have served with distinction beyond 

the borders of the territory. For example, Douglas E. Maracle was elected 

Grand Chief of the Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians of Ontario and 

served as chair of the Hastings County Board of Education. Dr. Clare Brant 

(1941-1995), a graduate of Queen‘s University in medicine, was the first 

psychiatrist of Native origin in Canada. He was a gifted psychiatrist, lecturer 

and thinker, who gained national recognition for his insights into Native mental 

health processes and his exceptional skills as a teacher and lecturer. Following 

his premature death, his family and friends published ―A Collection of [His] 

Chapters, Lectures, Workshops and Thoughts,‖ in which ―he made his views 

known with clarity, warmth and humour.‖
271

   

Dr. Clare Brant‘s sister, Professor Emeritus Marlene Brant Castellano 

was a distinguished professor who taught for two decades at Trent University, 

where Canada's first native studies program was introduced in 1969. Before 

teaching at Trent, she had been active in several groups. One of the first 

occasions when she made national headlines was in the fall of 1967 when she 

addressed the annual meeting of the Vanier Institute of the Family in Ottawa. 

She suggested that researchers might find answers to family problems by 

looking at the experience of Indian people, saying, ―Society‘s fundamental 

truths are more evident in the primitive culture.‖
272

 In 1973, she joined the 

faculty at Trent and chaired the Native Studies Department for three terms. 

From 1992 to 1996, while on leave from Trent, she served as co-director of 

research with the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. A major finding 

of the commission was that, in media coverage of stories involving aboriginal 

peoples, journalists usually tended to focus on conflict – in turn, ―leading to a 

biased stereotypical view of aboriginal/non-aboriginal relations … The point of 

conflict is always the centre of the story. It is only newsworthy if you have a 

point of conflict. A story about people coming together in peace isn‘t 

newsworthy.‖
273

 

One of Marlene Brant Castellano‘s missions in life has been to make 

education more truthful. In recognition of decades of academic service and 

contributions to native rights, she was made an Officer of the Order of Canada 

in 2005 and received the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee medal in 2012. 
274
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Velma Hill-Dracup is another Mohawk woman of distinction. She is a 

founding and charter woman of the Tyendinaga Native Women‘s Association. 

After she married a white man and lost her native status, she fought for herself 

and other women in similar situations. It was not fair that a native woman lost 

her status but a white woman marrying a native man gained native status. She 

rejoiced when she and like-minded natives regained their status by the passing 

of Bill 31 in 1985. She also served as an elected member of the band 

council.
275

   

Andrew Clifford Maracle Senior was a native leader who had a profile 

outside of Tyendinaga particularly related to religious/spiritual events or 

associations. Newspaper writers went so far as to describe him as ―a 

businessman, historian, teacher, evangelist, writer, philanthropist and, 

according to those who knew him, a stirring speaker and a visionary … a 

towering personality … and the stuff of legend.‖ As a young man, he was said 

to have made miraculous recoveries from more than one serious accident. After 

receiving a call to the ministry in the 1940s, he became a preacher and 

ministered throughout North America.
 276

 Later, he returned to Tyendinaga 

where he founded several businesses including the Maracle Mohawk Gift 

Centre. 

He was a popular presenter at local schools. A former staff member at 

Moira Secondary School recalls him relating a story by which he claimed to 

prove that lightning could not kill a native. He told of standing in the open 

door at a house during a lightning storm, inviting a lightning strike. The bolt 

passed through the house, but he was untouched.
277

   

Andrew Clifford Maracle became a tireless advocate for native rights 

and the last words he spoke (August 1999) were against a huge landfill that 

many feared would poison the Tyendinaga Reserve. He stressed that it was the 

duty of the living to protect the land for seven generations to come. These 

words drew ―thunderous applause‖ from the crowd that filled the Melrose 

Township Hall. Then he said, ―That soon he would be walking with the 

greatest man who ever walked the earth. Shortly after speaking, Mr. Maracle 

bowed his head and died sitting in his chair.‖ The following day, ―the tireless 

man‖ had been scheduled to fly to northern Quebec ―to minister to the 

Algonquin and the Cree.‖
278

 His family can be described as ―one of Canada‘s 

most-widely known native families.‖ As was noted in the chapter on the arts, 

several of his sons have been very successful in a variety of fields. 
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Among those who respected Andrew Clifford Maracle as an elder and 

spokesperson for the native cause was Shawn Brant, a young Mohawk activist 

living in Tyendinaga. Brant remembers Maracle, a few weeks before his death, 

encouraging him to travel to an anti-poverty protest on Parliament Hill and 

talking to young natives about his own struggles early in life. 

Inspired by spiritual and political leaders such as Andrew Clifford 

Maracle, Shawn Brant became the leader of a group of activists who felt that 

the Mohawk and federal governments were not moving quickly enough to deal 

with problems faced by native peoples at Tyendinaga and elsewhere in Canada. 

Brant‘s followers supported protest activities at Oka (Quebec) and Caledonia 

(near Brantford). To gain attention, the activists used a variety of methods. 

They blockaded transportation routes (highways, bridges, and CN railway), a 

quarry at Deseronto and the site for the new police station. In 2007, in support 

of actions at Caledonia, local protesters blockaded VIA/CN service through 

Tyendinaga. This delayed thousands of passengers and shipments of goods 

worth tens of millions of dollars. After CN obtained a court order, the line was 

allowed to reopen. The company later sued Shawn for a large sum of money. 

Activists who blocked the installation of the station were described by 

the Toronto-based Tyendinaga Support Committee as “people who maintain 

scrutiny over Band Council operations and spending.‖
279

 They objected to the 

Band Council committing about a million dollars (matched by the federal 

government‘s contribution) when they felt that the money was necessary for 

improving water quality and housing. A mail-in referendum in 2009 indicated 

that the majority of voters actually were in favour of the move since the water 

system at the school had been improved, the existing police station was 

experiencing major safety/health concerns, and the delaying tactics were 

increasing the cost dramatically.
280

 The new police station finally opened in 

2011. 

Some residents may have felt the need for a stronger police presence in 

a better police station because of a series of ―suspicious and unsolved fires‖ on 

the territory over the previous years. In October 2009, a blaze – arson was 

confirmed as the cause – destroyed Sadie‘s Longhouse on the Ridge Road, 

within site of Quinte Mohawk School.
281

 The longhouse was the gathering 

place and ceremonial centre of a longstanding traditional spiritual and social 

community within Tyendinaga. Adherents of Sadie‘s Longhouse firmly and 

visibly advocate peaceful resolution of conflicts, whether in Tyendinaga or 

elsewhere. 
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A year later, a set of fires at the Tyendinaga Mohawk Airport caused 

some $800,000 damage to equipment, supplies and a storage building. Once 

again, Tyendinaga police confirmed the cause as arson. The band council 

offered a reward leading to the identification and conviction of the arsonist(s), 

but there was no response. 

here is no doubt that Shawn Brant‘s name is one of the most recognized 

aboriginal ones in Canada. In fact, at the end of 2007, the staff of The 

Intelligencer named him ―newsmaker of the year.‖ 
283

 Brant earned this 

distinction as the leader of a group occupying the Thurlow Aggregates gravel 

quarry on a disputed tract of land located off Deseronto Road, and the group 

blocking rail and road traffic on the June 29
th

 Aboriginal Day of Protest. 

Certainly, Brant had a way of bringing native issues to the fore. On July 15, 

2008, The Intelligencer noted, ―Brant is once again in front of the camera, 

charming the media.‖ 

Shawn Brant is a strong supporter of native rights. He has the potential 

to be a positive figure on the Tyendinaga Territory. Unfortunately, his actions 

in support of these rights often have led to confrontation. Previously, some 

other Mohawk territories had been confrontational, but most Tyendinaga 

residents felt that discussions with government would gain them more than 

protests would. Shawn saw the need to take a more aggressive stance. He 

failed to see that the need for improved drinking water for the school could be 

achieved without delaying the completion of a new police station. There was 

money for both projects and the delays in setting up the police station would 

add to the band‘s extra costs. He certainly gained national publicity for the 

territory, but it seemed that the publicity was for his benefit and not the 

territory‘s.  

His activism has led Shawn Brant before the courts on several 

occasions and he has spent time in jail. He maintained that by taking a more 

disruptive approach than most across the country on the Day of Protest in 2007, 

local issues became a priority. Not everyone would have agreed with this claim. 

However, in 2011, the local band completed a deal with VIA that would feature 

the company investing $500,000 in education and capital projects on the 

territory, together with other benefits. Both parties insisted that the negotiations 

had nothing to do with land claim issues, but both agreed that it was a major 

step in addressing right-of-way issues with the rail line that crossed the 

territory.
284

 

Among other residents of the territory who have not always been on the 

best of terms with the band council is Andrew Clifford Maracle Junior, an 

enterprising businessman who forced council to take him to court, over 

ownership and utilization of land used as a gas bar and liquidation centre. In 
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2009, he sought permission from the Supreme Court of Canada to appeal a 

decision of the Ontario Court of Appeal. The appeal was interestingly titled 

―Andrew Clifford Maracle (a.k.a. Sir Andrew C. Maracle and Andrew Clifford 

Miracle) v. R. Donald Maracle, Chief of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte on 

behalf of the Tyendinaga Mohawk Council and all members of the Mohawks 

of the Bay of Quinte.‖ The court dismissed his appeal, with costs, on January 

14, 2010.
285

  

There is continuing evidence of improved relations between the 

Mohawks and various levels of government on several fronts. For example, in 

the summer of 2010, representatives of the band and the federal government 

gathered at two sites where the federal government committed more than a 

million dollars towards a new multi-unit housing development and the 

retrofitting initiative at the Tyendinaga Elders Lodge. In 2011, an agreement 

between Hastings County, Ontario and Canada saw each contributing one-third 

of the total cost for a major improvement of the Bayshore Road, which 

connects the territory to Deseronto.
286

 

Over the years, there have been ongoing difficulties involving earl. y 

government decisions to remove sections of the Mohawks‘ original 

landholdings. One of these involved the Turton Penn lease, whereby in 1835 a 

Toronto businessperson by that name leased 200 acres of land in Shannonville 

for a mill site, in return for an annual payment of 30 barrels of flour. Almost 

immediately, the band maintained that it had not consented to the lease. Later, 

the poor quality of the flour on some occasions, and late delivery on other 

occasions, led the Mohawks to legally challenge the validity of the lease. In the 

early 1990s, the band and the government finally agreed that the land would 

have to be returned to the band. The government then began to purchase the 

property and return it to the territory, as noted in the chapter on Tyendinaga 

Township. The last section of property to be dealt with was the 1.8 kilometre 

section of highway (formerly part of Highway Two) running through 

Shannonville. On June 25 2005, band members voted overwhelmingly in 

favour of a settlement that saw the highway confirmed as part of the 

Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory. The band agreed to allow the public to use the 

road. In compensation for past and future use of the road, the province agreed 

to pay the band over a million dollars. The Turton Penn lease area was now 

cleared of all other encumbrances for the first time since the lease was made in 

1835.
287

 

Unfortunately, a dispute over the Culbertson Tract (involving a large 

eastern section of Deseronto and Tyendinaga Township) remains to be resolved. 
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Negotiations between the federal government and the Mohawks of the Bay of 

Quinte (discussed in the chapter on Deseronto) appear to be moving slowly. 

Following the re-election of Chief R. Donald Maracle on Friday, 

December 3, 2011, Lorne Brooker interviewed the chief on his CJBQ morning 

phone-in show. The chief outlined several of the people‘s basic needs. ―Safe 

drinking water‖ led the list. After all, even as early as 2003, a water study had 

found that 57 per cent of the residents‘ wells were ―bacterially unsafe.‖ In 

almost half of the cases of contamination, the study found that the wells and 

rural septic beds at residences were located too close together. The list 

continued with the need for more funds for post secondary education, 

affordable housing, and an increased land base (that would result from the 

successful settlement of the Culbertson land claim). 

At the same time, Chief Maracle was pleased to report that band 

council is making progress with respect to plans for a new council building, a 

new fire hall, and more housing. Moreover, 2012 would mark the bicentennial 

of the War of 1812 and celebrations would stress the First Nations‘ successful 

wartime efforts to keep the country Canadian. He was pleased that casino 

money from Casino Rama was being used in the best ways to help promote his 

dream for his people of a ―better quality of life.‖ 

Among other critical issues the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte face are 

the following: 

 Tension between the territory and adjoining municipalities 

(especially Deseronto and Tyendinaga Township) relating to the longstanding 

dispute involving the Culbertson Tract; 

 The threat to the local environment of the nearby Richmond 

Landfill at Empey Hill; 

 The need for an eco-friendly way to deal with garbage from the 

Mohawk Territory; 

 The completion of a long-awaited water filtration plant at an 

estimated cost of $14.5 million and a network of distribution lines;
288

 

 The continuing issue of fishing and hunting rights;
289
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 The fact that child welfare payments to native children are 24 

per cent less than to non-native children in Ontario;  

 The role of an extremist element on the territory; 

 Issues raised by the expanding sale of tax-free cigarettes and 

other tobacco products to minors and non-natives;
290

 

 The need for a new council building (at least as early as the 

2003 election, Chief R. Donald Maracle had suggested ―a modest new 

building‖); 

 The aftermath of the dismissal of Police Chief Larry Hay in 

2008 after he accused the OPP and its Quebec counterpart of being racist. 

As an observer noted in 1990, the Mohawks are defending the oldest 

democracy in North America – the Iroquois Confederacy. ―The Mohawks do 

not want to threaten Canada‘s sovereignty; they want Canada to stop 

threatening theirs.‖
291

 

Given the history, the expertise, and the leadership qualities of the 

Mohawks of Tyendinaga, it seems certain that these issues and others will be 

resolved satisfactorily. It will just take time. 

 Today, the three clans of the Mohawk Nation – Turtle, Wolf and Bear – 

welcome visitors from Hastings County, Ontario and beyond. In their tourist 

literature, they Mohawks say ―She:kon! Welcome to the Historical Tyendinaga 

Territory. Discover our ancestral land along the shores of the Bay of Quinte. 

Experience our rich culture and history.‖  
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5. Township of Tyendinaga 
292

  

 

―Whether you are interested in agriculture, recreation, history or just a 

quiet ride in the countryside, you will find it all in Tyendinaga Township.‖ So 

reads the welcome to Tyendinaga on the Township‘s website. 

Tyendinaga is the township in Hastings County whose boundaries have 

changed the most over the years. Prior to 1820, the entire area was known as 

the Mohawk Tract and was assigned to the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte, as 

compensation for land in New York State that they had lost to the American 

colonists as the result of the American Revolution. However, beginning in 

1820, and continuing in 1835 and 1843, the present township was created from 

parts of the Mohawk Tract. 

Relations between the township‘s European settlers and the former 

occupants have generally been quite good, although there have been exceptions. 

One example of a land dispute involved the Turton Penn Lease, which centred 

on Shannonville. As noted in the last chapter, the Turton Penn Lease dated 

back to 1835 and included some 200 acres of land centering on a mill site in 

what is now Shannonville.  Following strong and lengthy Mohawk protests 

that the land had not been properly granted to Penn, the federal government 

agreed in the 1990s that it (or equivalent land) should be returned to them. In 

addition, a related decision turned over a 1.8 kilometre section of Highway 

Two to the band. 

These two decisions would be accompanied by an even more serious 

controversy. This involved the Culbertson Tract, a 240-acre block of land 

located in the southeast corner of the township that had been allocated by the 

government to John Culbertson in 1837. As described in the chapter on 

Deseronto, this controversy had begun immediately after the granting of the 

tract. 

 

Historical Events and Places 

 

These are not the only problems the township has faced since 1967. 

The year 2003 went down as a memorable one because of a major railway 

problem. On February 21, ―Canadian Pacific Railway cars became fiery 

rockets in the early morning hours after a derailment of two freight trains near 

Melrose.‖
293

 Propane-filled tanker cars blew sky high when their pressurized 

contents boiled and set off massive explosions. The cars went in all directions. 

The blasts shook homes as far away as Kingston and police evacuated 500 

people from the nearby vicinity. 
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Over the years, township council has continued to deal as effectively as 

it can with provincial cutbacks and downloaded services. Together with the 

Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte, Tyendinaga council continues to deal with 

issues surrounding the closure of the Richmond Landfill site. A group known 

as The Concerned Citizens of Tyendinaga and Environs believed that leachate 

from the site is migrating into the environment, with potentially harmful results. 

Accordingly, in February 2012, the concerned citizens asked the provincial 

government to insist that the company improve its monitoring of the site.  

With such an interesting history, one would expect that a detailed 

history of Tyendinaga would have been written by now. Such is not the case. 

However, there have been efforts to compile parts of the history. For example, 

in 1962, several students at Moira Secondary School consulted senior residents 

and Women‘s Institutes to write brief histories. They included Barbara Weese 

(Melrose) and Betty Ann Portt (Shannonville). In 1969, Annie Farrell, an 

octogenarian born in 1889, wrote a history of Lonsdale. In 1991, Martin 

Durkin, then a grade 7 student at St. Mary‘s School in Read, wrote a brief 

history of that community. 

Fortunately, council printed many of these and other stories of township 

history in 2000. Under the leadership of Reeve Margaret Walsh, the township 

issued the ―Tyendinaga Millennium Guide‖ to celebrate the 150-year period 

from 1850 to 2000. It also included brief references to township government 

back to 1830. 

In 1984, citizens of Tyendinaga Township were reminded that an 

outstanding Canadian historian had been born in the township. James Francis 

Kenney was born about a mile north of Marysville on December 6, 1884. He 

served as Director of Historical Research and Publicity at the Public Archives 

of Canada and helped found the Canadian Catholic Historical Association in 

1933. 

On December 2, 1984, an anniversary mass was held in Holy Name of 

Mary Church at Marysville and a plaque was dedicated in Kenney‘s memory. 

According to the Reverend Edward J.R. Jackman o.p., Kenney and his three 

sisters who became nuns were examples that showed why Tyendinaga 

Township ―is considered the Catholic heartland of the Kingston 

Archdiocese.‖
294

 In 1987, parishioners and guests filled the 1930 church to 

celebrate the 150
th

 anniversary of the building of the first church.
295

 In 2012, a 

Eucharistic Celebration was followed by a barbecue, entertainment and 

displays in the hall (the former church built in 1837) to mark the 175
th

 

anniversary of the parish.   

One of the best sources on Tyendinaga‘s early Roman Catholic settlers 

was written with Kenney‘s assistance. Clara McFerran acknowledges his 
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assistance in ―Catholic Pioneers of Tyendinaga and Neighboring [sic] 

Townships, printed in the Annual Report of the Canadian Catholic Historical 

Association 1940-41.‖ According to McFerran, the Irish Catholics tended to 

settle in the eastern half of the township, while the settlers in the western half 

were mostly Protestant.   

Commencing in 1981, the late Wilf Sager of Shannonville made a 

serious attempt to compile a detailed history of the township. Assisted by Kirk 

Reid and Angus Yorke, he set out to supervise the preparation of a book to 

mark the bicentennial of the arrival of the United Empire Loyalists. In 1982, 

the Shannonville Community Association obtained approval for a $12,000 

federal Summer Canada grant to put students to work on historical research 

and recreation. Unfortunately, Wilf died before the project was completed and 

his dream of finding proof of European settlement in the Shannonville area 

before the Loyalist arrival in 1784 was not realized. 

Tyendinaga has continued to produce some excellent historians. Helen 

Coffey, a native of Read, has worked on historical and genealogical projects in 

the Tyendinaga and Kingston areas. In 2010, Carson Murphy received the 

Ontario Lieutenant-Governor‘s Heritage Award for youth achievement in 

volunteering actively with several heritage committees.   

 Although many citizens of Tyendinaga are employed in businesses and 

industries in other communities, the township remains primarily agricultural in 

nature. Principal activities include dairying and general farming, 

 

Maple Syrup, Motorsports, Caves and Caverns 

 

The township was honoured in 2011 when the Ontario Maple Syrup 

Producers Association selected the beautiful and sprawling 309-acre Trillium 

Ridge Sugarworks (Mah-Kwan Kadeek) at 254 Maple Sugar Road in the 

northern part of the township for the official Ontario First Tapping Ceremony. 

The ceremony honoured Terry Gervais and his family, owners and operators of 

the farm with its 2,700 tapped trees. Company literature suggests that 

―excellent maple syrup and sugar has been produced here since the 1840s, 

probably being taught to the Irish immigrants by the local Mohawk Indians.‖
296

 

Also in 2011, Cyril and Isabella Shaw of Eldorado, who have been making 

syrup since 1963, were announced as recipients of the ―annual maple family of 

the year award‖
297

 

Several annual events highlight life in Tyendinaga. The oldest, and 

arguably the most important, is the Shannonville World‘s Fair. Since 1856, this 

fair has been a part of the annual celebrations of agricultural and community 
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living in the township. Originally held at Shannonville on the north bank of the 

Salmon River, it relocated in 2000 to Melrose, a more central community in 

the township. 

Another event, and one that the Canadian Diabetes Association hopes 

will become an annual fundraiser, is the Western Rodeo Weekend. It is held on 

the Hinchey family‘s Salmon River Ranch, north of Shannonville. Contestants 

come from across Canada and parts of the United States to spend two days of 

riding, roping and wrestling for charity.   

Canada Day and many other celebrations take place at the Tyendinaga 

Township Recreation Complex at 363 McFarlane Road. This recently 

expanded and improved complex and surrounding facilities, completed in 2005, 

was financed by a government grant from SuperBuild, an Ontario Trillium 

Foundation grant and local fundraising. Today, local citizens are proud to have 

a 200-seat multi-purpose building, four soccer pitches, two softball fields, three 

beach volleyball courts, two hardball fields, a children‘s playground structure 

and a fairgrounds that is home to the 156 year old Shannonville World‘s Fair. 

Among the teams to use the facilities in 2011 were Melrose‘s entries in 

the Youth Baseball League, the Youth Soccer League, the Adult Mixed 3-Pitch 

Softball League, and the Adult Mixed Beach Volleyball League.Melrose is also 

the headquarters for the South Hastings Baseball League, reputed to be the 

oldest active, amateur hardball league in North America. The league got its 

humble start in the summer of 1933 on the back of Joe Taylor‘s field. There 

were no real bases or batting gloves, let alone lights or fences. The four 

original teams were Melrose, Shannonville, Foxboro and Cannifton.
298

 

As the result of cooperation between the Ontario Trillium Foundation 

and local fundraisers, the township library was expanded and renovated. Over 

a hundred people gathered on Sunday, March 5, 2005 to celebrate the opening 

of the library, which was originally established in 1974 when it collaborated 

with the Belleville Public Library. It had been expanded from 730 square feet 

to over 3,000 square feet. The speakers all agreed that the renovated library 

showed ―a true partnership and integration‖ for family and community needs 

and was ―an asset to the Township‖.
299

   

The township has earned an international reputation for the 

Shannonville Motorsport Park on Old Highway Two. The park hosts several 

international racing events annually. Until moving to Niagara Falls a few years 

ago, members of the Automobile Journalists Association of Canada visited the 

site each fall to put the newest crop of cars and trucks through their paces, 

determine the Canadian Car of the Year Awards, and report back to their 
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readers. The township provided picturesque countryside and hamlets as 

background to photographs of each new crop of automobiles. 

Although Canadian automobile journalists have departed, Shannonville 

Motorsport Park is well used. It is described as ―one of the world‘s most 

versatile and safest motorsport parks‖, whose ―unique design offers advantages 

to the public and industry that cannot be found anywhere else.‖
300

 Although it 

started as a dirt oval, with bedrock for a front straight, it has been extended to 

form the 4.03-kilometre 14-corner ―Long Track.‖ Superbikes have come to 

occupy a prominent position at Shannonville and weekend crowds often range 

between 5,000 and 8,000.
301

 

 Other outstanding recreational opportunities in the township include 

the Briar Fox Golf Course at Marysville, the Kingsford Conservation Area near 

the eastern boundary, and  hunting and fishing. 

Many people maintain that Lonsdale is the most picturesque 

community in the county. Arguably, this may be true, given the number of 

stone structures and other historic buildings that have survived from the 19
th

 

century and have been, or are being, lovingly protected and restored.
302

 Among 

the most prominent heritage buildings is the former flour and gristmill. The 

mill, which operated almost continually from 1829 until the 1960s, was 

purchased by Jerry and Suzie Gutzman in the mid-1980s, and gradually 

restored and transformed into a very attractive and spacious family home. 

―Painters, artists, sketchers and scribblers of all kinds are forever setting up 

easels across the road from the place.‖ 
303

 

Among the many other attractive and historic communities is 

Chisholm‘s Mill, in the extreme northwest of the township, where five 

generations of the Chisholm family have operated a major lumber business.
304

 

Established by William Fraser Chisholm who moved with his family from 

Marmora in 1857, the business celebrated its 150
th

 birthday in 2007. In 1944, 

and again in March 1966, fire had destroyed much of the business, but not the 

spirit of the Chisholms. After the second fire, the mill was rebuilt and went into 

production again in March 1967. Over the years, the company has diversified 

to include a lumber brokerage, kilns, retailing and homebuilding. Today, it is a 

very active reminder of the area‘s once-thriving lumber industry. 

Reminders of 19
th

 century prosperity are found in historic churches and 

residences in Marysville, Read and other centres. 
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Evidence of the township‘s prehistoric past is to be found in the 

landscape, particularly the Tyendinaga Cavern and Caves. Described as 

―Ontario‘s Oldest Natural Cavern‖, the site at 2623 Harmony Road, just west 

of the Shannonville Road, was opened to the public for the first time in 2008. 

Tweed residents Charles and Elizabeth Koch purchased the property in 1994 

and then spent much time ―exploring, collecting and identifying fossils, and 

preparing the site for visitors.‖ It is now an established tourist attraction and 

well worth a visit. 

In addition to the Tyendinaga Cavern, the Moira Karst extends along 

the Moira River for about eight kilometres near Chisholm. These Moira River 

Scuttleholes and Moira Caves were recognized as International Biological 

Program sites during the late 1960s and early 1970s. 

In 1967, the chapter on Tyendinaga Township ended by stating that the 

people of the township were ―tight-knit, industrious, and proud to be citizens 

of what they consider to be the finest township in Hastings County.‖ This is as 

true today as it was in 1967. 
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6. Town of Deseronto 
305

 

 

Deseronto is the only municipality in Hastings County whose 

population is falling. From a figure of 3,527 in the 1901 census and 1,836 in 

the 1966 census, the population has dropped by one person to 1,835, making it 

the only municipality in the county whose population was less in the 2011 

census than it was 45 years earlier. However, population comparisons 

conducted over the past two to three decades show that population rates are 

beginning to rebound. 

The overall population trend, accompanied by a declining tax base, has 

meant that for many of the past 25 years, town council has been making full 

use of available provincial government assistance and seeking amalgamation 

with one or more neighbouring municipalities. In the 1990s, negotiations were 

carried out with Napanee to the east, Tyendinaga to the north and Belleville 

and other municipalities to the west. The provincial government provided 

funding to assist in these negotiations, but a successful conclusion was never 

reached. 

One factor leading to the town‘s financial dilemma was the cost of 

policing. For many years, the town had maintained its own police service, but 

after considering the increasing costs, council decided to disband its service 

and use the Ontario Provincial Police. Unfortunately, OPP costs are still higher 

than many citizens feel the town can afford. 

 

The Culbertson Tract Land Claim 

 

Another factor that causes the townspeople concern is the claim by the 

Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte that much of the town is their property, as part 

of the Culbertson Tract land claim. This tract had been granted to John 

Culbertson by his grandfather, Chief John Deserontyon (c.1740-1811) who had 

led the first group of Mohawk settlers from the Mohawk Valley in New York 

State to the site in 1784. The government accepted Culbertson‘s 1837 claim, 

although, from the beginning, the Mohawks chiefs claimed that the 1837 patent 

was invalid. They said that the Mohawk people had not surrendered the land to 

the Crown. Surrendering required a community vote and it appeared that none 

had taken place. 

In 1995, the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte submitted the Culbertson 

Tract situation as a ―Specific Claim‖ to the federal government. Five volumes 

of evidence backed their claim to 923.4 acres in Deseronto and Tyendinaga 

Township. After an historical and legal review of the claim, Canada agreed in 
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2003 that the 1837 agreement had not been done properly and that the 

Mohawks had a valid reason for redress.
306

 

This acceptance showed that the federal government felt that it owed an 

outstanding lawful obligation to the Mohawks. The following year (2004), 

Culbertson negotiations began. However, progress was too slow for some 

Mohawks. In the spring of 2007, a group occupied a quarry and Canadian 

National Rail and highway interruptions followed.  On April 20, the group 

occupying the quarry closed the CN tracks on the Deseronto Road for 30 hours. 

These protests led to the appointment by the federal government of Doug 

Forbes as a third party liaison to the negotiations. 

The Government of Canada maintains that this is a matter only between 

the federal government and the First Nation. Neither the township nor the 

Town of Deseronto has a place at the negotiating table, but both councils have 

been careful to acknowledge that the various blockades were not authorized by 

the duly elected Mohawk Band Council.
307

 

To the present, the band has refused the government‘s offer of financial 

compensation and has maintained that it needs the land for its growing 

population. However, under Canada‘s Specific Claims Policy, ―the government 

does not take away privately owned lands to settle any claims, nor are private 

property owners asked to sell their land unwillingly. If land changes hands as a 

result of a land claim, it will only happen on a willing-seller/willing-buyer 

basis.‖
308

  

This ongoing situation with its occasional protests and blockades has 

affected residents. It has discouraged some businesses and people from moving 

into the community. Even the school has been affected. Concerns over student 

and staff safety led the Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board to 

close the Deseronto Public School briefly in April 2008. Because the school is 

located close to the Culbertson Tract land claim, Kathy Soule, the school board 

director, said the board was acting ―to ensure the safety of its 160 kindergarten 

to Grade 8 students and staff.‖
309

 

Local churches have tried to lessen the animosity created by the 

Culbertson Tract dispute. In May 2008, a prayer vigil called for a peaceful 

solution. About 75 people ―gathered on the former Arctic Gardens property . . . 

to sing, to pray and to call for a peaceful resolution to the outstanding and 

controversial‖ land claim. The prayer vigil was organized by the Rev. Father 

Brad Smith, the chaplain at Her Majesty‘s Chapel Royal of the Mohawks. He 
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had been disturbed by the fact that native and non-native parishioners got into 

a heated argument at his April 27
th

 service. Representatives from at least four 

other congregations attended the Saturday prayer vigil in Deseronto. Several 

called on the federal government to do more to address the land claim. As 

former band council member William Brant noted, ―This stress isn‘t doing any 

of us any good. There are ways to work towards a peaceful solution.‖
310

 

However, despite the prayer vigil and other efforts, the issue remains 

controversial and unsettled.   

 

Positive Attributes 

 

Deseronto has many positive attributes. The town has developed a large 

park with over 1,100 feet of water frontage on the Bay of Quinte; it features a 

boat launch and other facilities. Its sheltered waterfront is excellent for sailing, 

canoeing and waterskiing and there are walleye (pickerel) fishing tournaments 

in the bay. In April 2012, Deseronto was one of the winners in the World 

Fishing Network Ultimate Fishing Town Contest. Although the town did not 

win the major prize, it did receive $2,000 as an ‗Affiliate Winner.‘ 

Certainly, the Deseronto waterfront and its park are growing in 

importance. One of the highlights of town life is the Deseronto Market located 

in Rathbun Park. It ―features local vendors, artisans, food producers, etc.‖
311

 

The nearby Skyway Bridge provides ready access to Prince Edward County, its 

beaches, and other attractions. 

There is a diversified mix of housing and some waterfront sites. The 

historic Town Hall provides a focal point for the downtown. The town‘s Post 

Office (designed by Chief Dominion Architect Thomas Fuller and completed 

in 1901) is recognized for its architectural and heritage value and the Arts 

community is attempting to restore Naylor‘s Theatre. 

The Deseronto Public Library offers a variety of services and formerly 

housed the Deseronto Archives. ―Deseronto: Where Ontario Has Its 

Beginnings‖ was the slogan for the town‘s website for some time, a slogan 

justified by the arrival in 1784 of the Mohawks, who had been granted land 

because of their loyalty to the British Crown during the American Revolution. 

Two major historical events of the late 20
th

 century took place in 1971 

and 1989. In 1971, the town celebrated the centennial of becoming a village in 

1871. In 1989, some 800 residents, both past and present, enjoyed a ―Hot time 

in the old town‖ for three days, celebrating the 100
th

 anniversary of town status. 

Festival organizer Linda Johnstone and her helpers were described as easily 
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recognizable by their ―ear-to-ear grins as many months of preparations 

culminated in a parade, dances and neighbourhood get-togethers.‖
312

 

 

Progress 

 

Commencing in the early years of the 21
st
 century, the town began to 

move forward. In December 2005, Juri Berzins, a senior urban designer with 

Urban Design Associates, presented council with his final report on design 

concepts for façade improvements in the downtown area.
313

 Berzins described 

2005 as ―a watershed year‖ and pointed out that a traditional marine theme for 

Deseronto‘s storefront designs would be appropriate. In May 2008, town 

council hired Dana Valentyne as its economic development officer. Together 

with council, she has worked diligently to retain business, attract new 

investment and assist business owners in their hopes of growth and expansion. 

To erase the negative image that native demonstrations, blockades and 

standoffs created, town supporters stressed the positive aspects of town life. 

Dana noted that ―the town is open for business and it‘s a peaceful community 

99.9 per cent of the time.‖
314

 

Whenever possible, all parts of town council meetings are open to the 

public. In addition to the deputation section, each meeting also includes a 

question period where citizens have ―the opportunity to ask questions, and/or 

voice their concerns and suggestions regarding by-laws and other community 

issues.‖ No advance approval is required for participation in this question 

period. Few other county municipalities have a similar arrangement. 

Although Deseronto does not have a regular printed newspaper, both 

The Napanee Beaver and the Napanee Guide carry town news regularly and 

The Intelligencer (Belleville) carries occasional stories. What the town does 

have is Deseronto News & Views, a newsletter started in 2007. Today, it is 

distributed through residents‘ post office boxes and is available in colour 

through email. The newsletter contains municipal notices and news from the 

town and county, as well as sporting news, information from the town archives, 

calendars showing coming events at the library and ads for a variety of groups 

and businesses. Ads are available at a nominal charge, since the purpose of the 

newsletter is to publicize the advantages of doing business in the town. 

The introduction of Deseronto News and Views was part of a 

Revitalization Action Plan introduced in 2007. Projects and activities 

highlighted in the action plan ―focused on beautifying and developing 

downtown, park and waterfront areas of Deseronto, and improving the 
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business climate, by adopting programmes and strategies designed to retain 

and attract businesses and consumers.‖
315

 

The advent of the Deseronto Transit Service in the summer of 2007 was 

described by some citizens as ―a small town‘s dream come to fruition.‖
316

 After 

six years of planning, the service began to link the town to Napanee, Belleville 

and Prince Edward County. A $220,000 grant from the Employment 

Innovations Fund of the Ministry of Community and Social Services provided 

funds to hire part-time drivers, open an office, and supply a van and a bus. A 

recent addition to the fleet was made possible by a generous grant from the 

John M. & Bernice Parrott Foundation. 

By 2011, those involved in the Revitalization Program can point with 

pride to a growing list of achievements. Physical improvements include 

directional banners to promote community districts, seasonal decorations, 

pedestrian amenities, and signage. Business development and marketing 

programs (including business seminars and business promotion events) have 

been developed. Community events include Sidewalk and Yard Sales and 

Volunteer Appreciation events. All are helping to improve the economic, 

physical and social well-being of the town and its people.   

The Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

(OMAFRA) provided funding assistance for the Revitalization Program. Such 

aid had been called for by former Deseronto Mayor Clarence Zieman who, as 

the newly elected warden of Hastings County in 2006, stressed the need for the 

province to pay its fair share of local government expenses. In 2008, Deseronto 

collaborated with several other county municipalities to receive significant 

funding (about $180,000) through a joint OMAFRA RED Program. The 

funding term ran from August 2008 to March 2011. ―Since that time, the town 

has funded the majority of economic development initiatives, with funding 

assistance secured through Trenval and the EODP.‖
317

 The funding has been 

directed towards marina and related waterfront development. Concepts for a 

new marina and redeveloped waterfront are being considered by council. The 

marina could cost at least $6,400,000 to build and could generate $1,000,000 

or more in annual revenue. 

The Ontario Government continues to help the town, both directly and 

indirectly. For example, on August 31, 2011, Mayor Norman J. Clark 

announced that the Deseronto council was ―thrilled to share some good news 

that will help increase physical opportunities‖ for its citizens. The Trillium 

Foundation, an agency of the Government of Ontario, had provided a $64,000 

grant to provide gym and fitness equipment for the Deseronto Community 
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Centre, then being renovated.
318

 The council continues to take full advantage 

of funding opportunities such as Trillium that are being utilized by 

municipalities throughout Ontario. 

Deseronto has been home to changing industry over the years. Its best 

years of industrial expansion were in the late 19
th

 century when the Rathbun 

Company launched a series of very successful businesses. They ranged from 

sawmills and a sash, door and blind factory to a flour mill, terra cotta works, 

car shops for producing railroad rolling stock, and an ironworks.
319

 A poem in 

the Deseronto Archives presents a wonderful snapshot of the industries along 

the Deseronto waterfront in 1892.
320

 So great was the volume of shipping from 

Deseronto that the total number of vessels sailing from Deseronto during the 

1880 navigation season was 509. Some 300 cleared for the United States and 

209 for Canadian ports.
321

 A major fire on May 25, 1896 was a serious blow to 

the town‘s industry. 

As the 20
th

 century progressed, Deseronto boasted several new 

industries. They included Metcalfe Foods (which had canning factories locally 

from 1912), The Dominion Match Company (later purchased by the E.B. Eddy 

Co.), Redi Heat Electrical Appliance Co., Deseronto Electronics Ltd., Ideal 

Vendors (a manufacturer of vending machines), Canada Optical, and Hawley 

Brothers Furniture. Much of Hawley‘s production consisted of reproductions 

of early Canadian furniture. Currently, the main industrial plant is Bridgeline 

Limited, which manufactures rope and twine for the marine, hardware, 

industrial and commercial markets.  

 

The Importance of Local History 

 

Deseronto citizens realize that local history is one of the town‘s main 

assets. Accordingly, Deseronto cooperated with Napanee on May 28 2011 to 

participate jointly in Doors Open Ontario 2011. Almost 20 Deseronto sites 

were open for visitors. Among the most important buildings were Naylor‘s 

Theatre (1901) and St. Vincent de Paul Roman Catholic Church (1896), both 

designed by noted Belleville architect Thomas Hanley, the designer of 

Glanmore National Historic Site. 

Other noteworthy buildings in Doors Open Ontario 2011 included the 

Church of the Redeemer (1883), Grace United Church (1877), and the former 

St. Mark‘s Anglican Church Hall (1878), a residence since 2003. Public 

buildings included the Deseronto Post Office (1901) and the Town Hall (circa 

1904), originally a branch of the Bank of Montreal. Historic sites included the 
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Deseronto Cemetery on a 40-acre site just east of the town. There, the Rathbun 

monument marks the final resting place of family members of Deseronto‘s 

leading industrialist. The Industrial Heritage Tour, a self-guided tour, took 

visitors through the Rathbun Company‘s enterprises, the industrial heart of the 

town during the late 19
th

 century and early 20
th

 century. Tour participants 

visited the locations of former wharves, factories, mills, railways, and 

shipyards. Several other heritage sites were open in the adjacent Mohawk 

Territory. 

Deseronto has about 25 boards, clubs, organizations, committees and 

churches; all work to improve the overall quality of life in the community. The 

groups include the Deseronto Arts and Culture Society, established in 2004 to 

restore Naylor‘s Theatre to a community performing arts centre with an 

emphasis on theatre and music, the Lions Club, the Royal Canadian Legion, 

the Deseronto Yacht Club (formed in 1948), the Quinte Singers (a community 

choir), and the Red Hat Society. 

Frances Itani is among the literary giants associated with Deseronto. 

The introduction to her remarkable and absorbing first novel Deafening, 

(published in 2003) was set a century ago in Deseronto, described by Itani as 

being ―like an overgrown village … a company town that boasts a railway, and 

steamers, and numerous enterprises sprawled along the waterfront.‖ 

Another book that describes an important period in the history of the 

town and the adjacent Mohawk Territory is C.W. Hunt‘s Dancing in the Sky: 

The Royal Flying Corps in Canada. Hunt describes the life and times of British 

pilots who trained in 1917-1918 at Camps Mohawk and Rathbun in and near 

the town. Several of the pilots are buried in the Deseronto Cemetery. 

A second recent source that sheds light on the Royal Flying Corps in 

Canada in the Deseronto-Tyendinaga Township area is an article by P. Whitney 

Lackenbauer of the University of Waterloo.
322

 It points out that the Canadian 

military first used the Tyendinaga Territory for training in the late 1890s. Chief 

Sampson Green and two other bandleaders granted the Canadian military a 10-

year lease for the use of land for a field artillery camp. The parcel was known 

locally as ―the Plains.‖ When air training by the British Flying Corps began in 

earnest on this land, which the Mohawks normally used for pasturing cattle, 

the military employed ―a mounted herdsman‖ to clear the cattle from the Plains, 

as needed. So strong was the tie with Britain among the Mohawks that 23 per 

cent of the adult males enlisted during the First World War. 

On a different artistic note, in 2005 the community was the site for the 

filming of a Grade B Zombie movie, The Awakening: Zombie Night 2. Some 

local residents played major roles, others appeared as extras and many helped 
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with the production. Rather than comment in detail on the script and the acting, 

The Toronto Star‘s review highlighted the beauty of the landscape.
323

 

In recent years, the town‘s website has included various descriptions of 

the town including the following: ―Above all Deseronto is a community-

oriented town, with many caring residents volunteering their time to become 

members of service groups and organizations that work towards making 

Deseronto a better place for everyone to live, work, and play.‖
324

 Deseronto 

can also be described as ―a town rebounding to its past 19
th 

century vibrancy 

with a 21
st
 century renaissance.‖ 
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7. Township of Stirling-Rawdon  
325

 

 

After being separated from Rawdon Township since 1858, the Village 

of Stirling was reunited with the township effective January 1, 1998. In A Short 

History of Rawdon Township and Stirling, historian Lewis Zandbergen 

describes the present urban centre as ―an enchanting village with tree-lined 

streets, limestone buildings, magnificent Victorian architecture and turn-of-the-

[nineteenth] century storefronts.‖ The rural area features many fine farms set 

among rolling hills and several small hamlets such as Springbrook (often 

spelled Spring Brook) and Bonarlaw. 

 

Authors and Artists in Stirling-Rawdon 

 

Stirling-Rawdon also can be described as a thriving community with 

artists of all types and varied businesses. In the late 1980s, Frank Crane moved 

his antique store from Toronto to a massive home and gallery built entirely of 

logs in the former Rawdon Township. Reputed to be the largest privately-built 

log building in the province, it was named ―The Hundred Antiques.‖ It 

contained Chinese and Japanese ceramics and works of art, antiquities from the 

Middle East and Europe, watercolours and Russian artifacts. Crane was an 

expert in such fields and his advice was much sought after.
326

 

John and Nancy Hopkins published Country Roads from Stirling for a 

few years before moving to Tweed. This quarterly magazine was devoted to 

stories about Hastings County – especially its ―arts, outdoors, history, people 

and places.‖ The first issue in the summer of 2008 included an article about 

Stirling‘s 150
th

 birthday party that summer. Noted journalist and teacher Roy 

Bonisteel wrote about his year and a half attending high school in Stirling. 

Nancy Hopkins explained how Tweed artist Paul Shier was attracting 

worldwide attention. John Hopkins described C.W. (Bill) Hunt‘s new book 

(Dancing in the Sky) about the training of British pilots at Deseronto during 

World War One. Other articles described sites to see in the county, the 

Coombes Farm, Quinte conservation areas, agriculture and coming events 

throughout the county. (The Hopkins and Country Roads have since moved to 

Tweed.) 

Such a magazine would not have been possible without the efforts of 

writers and researchers such as Lewis Zandbergen. As president of the Stirling-

Rawdon Historical Society, Zandbergen played a major role in heritage 

activities in the community. Not only has he helped develop the library‘s 

archival collection, but, aided by the historical society, the Stirling Rotary Club 
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and other groups and individuals, he was instrumental in the preservation, re-

equipping and restoration of the former Grand Trunk Railway Station (circa 

1879), which had been closed since 1969.
327

 The closure of the station meant 

that two brothers, Don and Ken Nunn, lost their home of two decades. They 

had lived on the second storey of the station with their family headed by D.C. 

Nunn, who was the CNR‘s last Stirling stationmaster at this key stop on the 

Belleville-Peterborough line. When the CNR was considering demolition, 

historically minded present and past residents (including the Nunn brothers, 

who had enjoyed watching two passenger and two freight trains coming and 

going daily) formed the S.O.S. (Save Our Station) committee. This group 

evolved into an historical society that led in the struggle to save and restore the 

station, now a key heritage building in the community. The station houses a 

railway museum and acts as a seasonal tourist information centre. A 

community hall (known as The Rotary Hall) in the lower level provides space 

for public events. On June 16, 2011, the station was unofficially declared open; 

an official opening is planned for the future. 

The Stirling Library, which celebrated its centennial in 2003, includes a 

recently opened Genealogy and Local History Reference Room, supported by 

the Stirling-Rawdon Historical Society. 

 Farmtown Park (originally known as the Hastings County Museum of 

Agricultural Heritage) adjacent to the fairgrounds is another historical site that 

has attracted much interest. Thanks to the efforts of a group of volunteers 

interested in preserving the agricultural heritage in the county and adjoining 

areas, the museum opened in 1997. Each spring, a growing number of 

volunteers prepare the half dozen buildings, totalling 28,000 square feet, for 

the opening on the long weekend in May. The museum continues to expand its 

operations and has become a major tourist attraction. Special museum displays 

include a butter making plant, a restaurant, and a farm kitchen. Antique farm 

machinery, including a number of tractors, highlight the agricultural aspects of 

early and contemporary life. Throughout the summer, there are special events, 

including weddings. 

Stirling is fortunate to have had its history well recorded in several 

excellent books. The first was Stirling Centennial 1858-1958, a small but 

attractive volume published on Stirling‘s centennial as a village in 1958. 

Compiled by a committee headed by Duncan A. Montgomery, it was 

―dedicated to all those who have laboured and built that we might live and live 

more abundantly.‖
328
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Two much larger volumes followed. The Heritage Years was published 

in 1983 to celebrate the village‘s 125
th

 anniversary.
329

 The book began with a 

section by R. Wendell Camm describing the arrival of the United Empire 

Loyalists in the Quinte area. It mentioned Captain John W. Meyers, an early 

settler in Sidney Township who is regarded as a founder of Belleville in 1790 

when he erected his first mills. Detailed descriptions of Stirling businesses, 

churches, schools and various organizations follow for the first 225 pages. The 

book then details the development of those sections of Sidney, Huntingdon, 

and Thurlow townships that are close to Stirling and Rawdon. Family histories 

from Alcombrack and Armstrong to Woodbeck and Zuidema occupy almost 

300 pages. 

The Heritage Years: A history of Stirling and District: Volume 2 

followed in 2008 to celebrate the 150
th

 anniversary of ―The Little Village with 

the Big Heart.‖
330

 Almost 500 pages tell the story of the Stirling area and its 

people. Of real value to genealogists are the more than 300 pages devoted to 

family histories. Genealogists will be more than pleased with the contributions 

made by the researchers relating to families and organizations. Probably no 

other community in Hastings County has such a large collection of published 

genealogical material. 

One of the most fascinating articles in the second volume is Lewis 

Zandbergen‘s ―Prime Minister‘s visit was witnessed by huge crowd.‖ On pages 

135-137, Zandbergen carefully analyzed all the historical evidence concerning 

the visit to Stirling on August 12, 1920, by Canada‘s new prime minister, 

Arthur Meighen. He found a picture caption claiming that Meighen made his 

first speech as prime minister ―under the boughs of the elm tree which once 

shadowed the banks of Rawdon Creek in the heart of Stirling.‖ Newspaper 

accounts reported that between 10,000 and 15,000 people attended. 

Zandbergen questioned that and other claims and shed light on the inaccuracies 

that were contained in the accounts. Even the location was inaccurate. Meighen 

did not deliver the talk under the elm on the bank of the creek. He addressed 

the crowd at the Stirling Fairgrounds, which in 1920 were located in the same 

location as today. In preparing these books, compilers were able to locate 

pictures since Stirling was said to have been ―one of the most photographed 

small towns in Ontario in the early 1900s.‖
331
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The Stirling Festival Theatre 

 

Another key Stirling building houses the Stirling Festival Theatre. Built 

in 1927 as a ―community service building‖ at a cost of $25,000, it later was 

used as a movie theatre. In 1982, the municipality considered its demolition to 

accommodate a new public works building. However, dedicated Stirling 

residents formed the Stirling Performing Arts Committee and persuaded 

council to preserve the structure. Since then, it has provided entertainment to 

residents and tourists.   

In 1996, a professional theatre company took shape. Caroline Smith, 

formerly the associate director at the Drayton Festival Theatre, near Kitchener, 

was brought to Stirling to begin a summer theatre, and this she proceeded to do, 

with great success, following a benefit gala. The theatre, gradually remodelled 

and renovated, now offers plays, pantomimes, musicals, and other 

entertainment throughout the year. The theatre celebrated its 15
th

 anniversary 

season in 2011. 

Both the theatre and the adjacent public library were helped by the 

construction of a connecting link that was officially opened on October 13, 

1989. 

 Even before the Stirling Festival Theatre began, Stirling was known 

for its excellent musical programs. On May 12, 2011, St. Paul‘s United Church 

hosted the 61
st
 Annual Festival of Sacred Praise. Each year, musicians, singers 

and public speakers have competed for individual and group awards.
332

 

Following the amalgamation of Stirling Village and Rawdon Township, 

the new municipality adopted a new armorial design.
333

 This design offers 

reminders of Rawdon‘s pioneer farming roots by depicting a plough and a 

sheaf of wheat. The village is represented by the covered bridge. A trillium and 

maple leaves represent the province and the nation. Other features are copied 

from the shield of Francis Rawdon, Marquess of Hastings, after whom Rawdon 

Township was named.  

Although many heritage homes have been demolished over the years, 

the community still boasts many fine residences. The Hastings County 

Historical Society and the Quinte Branch of the Architectural Conservancy of 

Ontario have conducted tours of heritage buildings over the years. One 

important location is the hallway of the home built in 1885 by Dr. George 

Washington Faulkner. Once owned by Andy Stock, the home features elaborate 
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murals dating from the 19
th

 century. 
334

 The current owners have totally 

restored the building and added apartments in the rear of the home. Two murals 

which once caused a bit of a scandal, because the subjects were rather scantily 

clad, have been restored as well. In 1990, historian Lewis Zandbergen prepared 

a walking tour of the village, which compared the current buildings with those 

erected after 1806. 

King‘s Mill is another of the municipality‘s heritage locations. Located 

on Squire Creek, north of Stirling and about five kilometres west of County 

Road 14, it is the site of a former gristmill and dam and is operated by the 

Lower Trent Conservation Authority. Although the mill is closed to the public, 

visitors find the area exceptional for photography and painting.   

Arguably, the best-known local business is the Stirling Creamery. Its 

origins can be traced to Annie Elevier of Chandos Township in Peterborough 

County, who won the gold medal for cheese at the Chicago World‘s Fair in 

1893. She married John West and taught him and their three sons, the cheese-

making trade. William, the eldest, became a certified cheese-maker in 1916 

and operated factories in three local communities – Springbrook, Bonarlaw and 

Stockdale. In 1925, he and his wife moved to Stirling where he began making 

butter. In 1933, a new plant replaced the original one. The company remained 

in family hands until Butterball Farms Inc. purchased it in 2006. The new 

owners are proud ―to continue the history of slow churn methods while 

transforming natural goodness through innovative products and services.‖
335

 

In August of 2008, when residents celebrated the community‘s 150
th

 

anniversary, they hosted The World‘s Greatest Tractor Parade. Exactly 602 

tractors participated in the record-breaking event, breaking the old record of 

240 tractors. Drivers came from as far away as New York State to follow a 3.2 

kilometre route through town. ―Spectators left very few gaps on the sidewalk 

as they watched, waved, took photographs and video footage, and coughed 

occasionally in the billowing clouds of diesel smoke.‖
336

 

 Stirling was the scene of a most unusual search in the summer of 2011. 

Stirling-Rawdon police were alerted in July that a three-foot long alligator, 

crocodile, caiman or similar creature had been spotted and even photographed 

in the millpond, where children often can be found swimming. Police Chief 

Brian Foley said that police would be doing their due diligence and would be 

keeping an eye out for the creature. The provincial press picked up the unusual 

story and the Community Press (July 21, 2011) hoped that the Stirling alligator 

―isn‘t too hungry, or Mill Pond Moe may not be around for next year‘s 

GroundhogFest activities in February.” 
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Fine Arts and Festivals 

 

In addition to the celebration of Groundhog Day, other popular annual 

events include the Fine Arts Festival in July, the annual fall fair (nearing its 

150
th

 birthday), and the Santa Claus Parade. The Stirling Truck Show and 

Pumpkinfest no longer take place. In October 2011, for the first time, Stirling 

hosted a new event – a beer, cheese, wine and cider festival. It was managed by 

Curt Dunlop of Bracebridge, who had hosted similar festivals in Toronto and 

the Muskokas. Hastings County Economic Development Officer Andrew 

Redden contacted him about hosting one in Hastings County. After touring 

possible sites, he selected the Hastings County Museum of Agriculture 

Heritage. Visitors were invited to spend a few hours sampling the various 

products.
337

 

Another recently established food-centred event is the Stirling-Rawdon 

Water Buffalo Food Festival. ―The festival features food made from milk and 

meat from the first water buffalo milking farm in eastern Canada, Stirling-

Rawdon‘s own Water Buffalo Company.‖ Since the first festival four years ago, 

the co-owners of the company have been selling cheese at the farm because so 

many people were asking for it.
338

 

2010 was a banner year for Stirling in many ways. It witnessed the 

construction of a new police and fire station, located on the Stirling-Marmora 

Road across from the municipal offices – and the reconstruction of Hoard‘s 

Road, leading west from Stirling. Both projects were made possible through 

the Infrastructure Stimulus and Building Canada fund, in which federal, 

provincial and municipal levels of government share the cost, in this case a 

total of $5,500,000. Former Mayor Peter Kooistra noted that the Hoard‘s Road 

reconstruction would have used about three years of the entire transportation 

budget, if the municipality had to do it alone.
339

  

If 2010 was a banner year, 2012 was a super, spectacular year for 

Stirling-Rawdon, sometimes described as ―The Little Town with the Big Heart.‖ 

On March 31, 2012, after the second period of the Calgary Flames-Vancouver 

Canucks hockey game, NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman announced on 

CBC-TV that Stirling-Rawdon had won the title of Kraft Hockeyville 2012. 

The community won the right to host a pre-season game between the Toronto 

Maple Leafs and the Columbus Blue Jackets. (Given the small size of the 

Stirling Arena, and the certain high demand for tickets, the game will be played 

in the Yardmen Arena in nearby Belleville.)
340

 In addition, the community 

receives $100,000 in arena upgrade money from Kraft Canada, $10,000 in 
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food bank donations from Kraft Canada, and enjoys a visit from CBC‘s 

Hockey Night in Canada. More than 11 million votes were registered for the 

Top 5 communities in Canada (the leading vote getters of the 762 to enter the 

contest) between March 17 and March 20. In that short time, Stirling-Rawdon 

received 3,986,769 votes, defeating second place West Kelowna, (BC), which 

had 2,789,594 votes. Four runner-up communities each received $25,000 for 

arena improvement. 

To achieve the victory, a great many residents and friends of Stirling-

Rawdon spent countless hours either voting online or telephoning the toll-free 

number. As Gary Bettman noted, ―Great things happen when a community 

focuses its passion on a cause as exciting as Kraft Hockeyville.‖ The president 

of Kraft Canada congratulated the community for ―tireless effort, passion and 

creativity.‖
341

 Farther north, in Bancroft, the citizens were pleased that they 

had come fifteenth in the national contest out of the 762 communities. Because 

the Kraft Hockeyville honour came with a considerable quantity of hockey 

equipment, the Stirling-Rawdon organizers generously passed on much of it to 

hockey teams in neighbouring communities.   

There are certainly a large number of residents and visitors alike who 

would agree, with Lewis Zandbergen, that Stirling qualifies to be known as ―an 

enchanted village.‖ 
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8. Municipality of Centre Hastings  
342

   

 

Centre Hastings comprises the former Township of Huntingdon and the 

Village of Madoc and is sometimes referred to as ―The Heart of Hastings 

County.‖ In fact, at different times in its history the village sought – 

unsuccessfully – to become the seat of county government, replacing Belleville 

in that role. Today, the village is a vibrant trading centre while the rural area 

continues to be important for agriculture. 

 

Controversy and Cooperation 

 

Given the proximity of the Village of Madoc to the Township of Madoc 

– much of the village lies within the township‘s original boundaries – it is a 

little surprising that the two did not amalgamate when the provincial 

government was encouraging such unions in the 1990s. They did consider 

amalgamation with each other and possibly with Stirling, Rawdon, Huntingdon, 

Marmora & Lake and others. However, Madoc Township decided to ‗go it 

alone‘, perhaps fearing the loss of identity and staff, and remained separate. 

Huntingdon Township agreed to join with Madoc Village, persuaded in part by 

the promise to have the municipal office located in the township at Ivanhoe. 

Both Madoc Township and Madoc Village enjoyed strong leadership 

during the amalgamation debate. The township reeve was Gerald Reid, who 

farmed 400 acres, southwest of Eldorado. The village reeve was Tom Deline, a 

prominent businessman. Before his defeat in the 2010 election, Tom Deline 

served 32 years in municipal government, 28 of them as reeve and member of 

county council. Until his retirement in 2003, Gerald Reid served 23 years on 

council, 13 of them as reeve and member of county council. Each served a 

term as county warden. 

When the council for the new municipality held its first meeting of the 

year on January 2, 1998, several controversial issues raised their heads. First, 

there was some opposition to the name of the new municipality. To deal with 

that issue, Reeve Deline suggested that, for election purposes, there should be 

two wards to be formally known as Madoc and Huntingdon. Council passed a 

resolution to that effect. The key issue was where the new municipality 

eventually would be centred. Both Madoc Village and Ivanhoe sought the 

honour. It was decided that if there were two meetings each month, one would 

be held in each location. 

Councillor Crichton Harrop, a councillor from the village, reported that 

he had driven the garbage truck for a day just before Christmas, and found 
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areas in Huntingdon that he had ―never seen before.‖
343

 He promised to ride 

the truck again to discover more about the rural areas of the new municipality. 

Despite their separation, Centre Hastings and Madoc Township 

cooperate on several ventures. For example, they share costs for the arena: 

Centre Hastings 60 per cent and Madoc Township 40 per cent. Along with 

Tudor and Cashel, they are partners in the Tri-Area Medical Centre, which 

opened in 2009 in the former Bristol Planing Mill. The project cost about 

$2,700,000 and each municipality pays a portion of yearly operating costs on a 

per capita basis. The province also contributes.   

They supported a co-op venture with natural gas that enabled IKO, a 

global leader in roofing products, to go ahead with a colouring plant. Of 

special importance to travellers was their cooperation in making possible the 

opening of the Tim Hortons at the junction of highways 7 and 62. 

The election of 2010 saw former Huntingdon reeve Owen Ketcheson 

run against reeve Tom Deline. It was an exciting election with several issues. A 

key issue was the decision by council to move its office from Ivanhoe to 

Madoc Village. To offset the loss, council offered the former municipal hall at 

Ivanhoe to the people of Huntingdon to be a public hall. 

Under the presidency of Owen Ketcheson, a farmer from the Roslin 

area and a former Huntingdon reeve, a citizens group (known as the Centre 

Hastings Ratepayers‘ Association) played a major role in the election. In a 

close race, Ketcheson won the reeve‘s position. It was only after midnight that 

he knew that he had won by 210 votes. ―I think I‘ll actually sleep tonight,‖ 

Ketcheson said after four hours of suspense.
344

 Just over 55 per cent of the 

residents voted, a strong turnout compared to the 30 per cent who voted in 

2006. Given the introduction of internet balloting, it is impossible to know 

which part of Centre Hastings gave Ketcheson his margin of victory, but it 

probably came from the rural Huntingdon area. 

The election ended, at least for a time, the municipal career of one of 

county council‘s longest serving members. Tom Deline was first elected as 

reeve of Madoc Village in 1978 and, except for a four-year period, served as 

reeve and member of county council up to the 2010 election. Today, he 

remains proud of the steady growth record of his municipality, its sustainable 

development, and the variety of living styles it provides: rural, rural residential, 

farm community, hamlet, urban, and lakeshore. 

The Centre Hastings website continues to provide a pictorial record of 

the community. For several years, one of its features was ―Our Community in 

Photographs‖ highlighting photographs by the late teacher/councillor Crichton 

Harrop, who attended some 60 community events (2002-2004) and left a 

wonderful record of those years. Currently, its pictures include Deputy Reeve 
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Tom Simpson‘s picture of ‗the Madoc Moose‘. Simpson took the picture of the 

moose about 700 feet from his home, near the water tower. In addition, the 

website provides a virtual art gallery to recognize, highlight and promote the 

arts in Centre Hastings. 

Before the website, Madoc was the site of Hastings County‘s first cable 

television company. It was designed and built by Gordon Pigden and Glen 

Nichol and operated from studios over Pigden‘s radio and television business 

in downtown Madoc. Many volunteers helped edit and produce programs 

covering musical, political and local events. After Gordon passed away in 1997, 

Gordon‘s wife Mary and son Terry managed the business until Mary‘s 

retirement in 2008. 

Fortunately, the history of the county‘s first cable television company 

and many other Madoc businesses has been saved in writings by Reta Pitts and 

other residents. In a book dedicated to her children and their families, Reta 

records her life history starting with her birth (January 1, 1917) in a red brick 

farmhouse on the fourth concession of Sidney Township (Vermilyea Road). A 

brief career in teaching (at $600 per year) ended when she married on August 1, 

1939. (Married women were not permitted to teach.) She then began to work in 

the family business – making pies for Lakeview Inn tourists at Pitts‘ Landing 

on the shore of Moira Lake. 

Reta, her husband Jim and their family were the third generation of the 

family to operate Pitts‘ Landing. After Jim‘s death in April 1984, Reta held an 

auction sale and Bob and Boyd Sullivan proved to be excellent auctioneers.
345

 

Pitts‘ Landing continues today, though on a smaller scale. 

 There have been various attempts to stress Madoc‘s history, involving 

both the village (now part of Centre Hastings) and the township. On July 30, 

1981, The Intelligencer issued Madoc ... A village with a lot to offer. In the 

early 1990s, The Madoc Review published ‗Glimpse...Into The Past’ a series of 

articles on the community‘s historic structures. Circa 1995, The Madoc Review 

printed a number of Historical Notes on elections and other topics. Then, in the 

summer of 2003, Madoc celebrated its 125
th

 birthday with a homecoming 

weekend and a special newspaper. The paper highlighted the Madoc Meteorite, 

still said to be the largest single meteorite ever found in Canada at 167.5 

kilograms. It was discovered just west of the village in the fall of 1854. 

The Madoc Public Library is becoming a major site for the location of 

historical and genealogical information. One of the most important recent 

acquisitions was a collection of more than 1,000 books about Military History 

donated in 2012 by Charles M. Godfrey and the family of his friend Leith G. 

Douglas.
346

 They represent years of research by Godfrey and Douglas.   
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Moira Lake – A Little Piece of Heaven 

 

For many years, Moira Lake has been a major tourist area. In 2010, 

Camp Quin-Mo-Lac celebrated 60 years of ―camping with a purpose‖. Over 

that time, the camp provided ―positive and formative opportunities for 

countless youth to share in a unique Christian camping experience‖. A 

celebration highlight was a history of the camp‘s beginnings by the Rev. Lloyd 

Shorten, one of the original founders of this United Church facility. 

In addition to Camp Quin-Mo-Lac, there are many other camping 

facilities and summer cottages on Moira Lake. Unfortunately, Crystal Beach 

has become the centre of a controversy. In 2010, the owner from Peterborough 

served eviction notices on approximately 50 permanent lot owners. He had 

decided to turn the lots into ―other non-residence uses”. The majority of the 

residents were seniors and many had made additions to their homes and done 

landscaping. Residents, including one who described Crystal Beach as ―a little 

piece of heaven,‖ felt betrayed.
347

 

Elsewhere on Moira Lake, in a location called Ross‘s Bar, volunteers 

for the Kiwanis Moira Lake Boat Launch Revitalization project, including 

several students from Centre Hastings Secondary School, moved 30 tonnes of 

rock in 2011 to help create a new fish spawning bed. Association member Ron 

Fabian had applied to the Ministry of Natural Resources the preceding year 

and had been awarded $2,000 to complete the spawning ground, according to 

project chair and Centre Hastings Deputy Reeve Tom Simpson. 
348

 

The eighth annual Boat Regatta on Moira Lake was held in July 2011. 

―Non-motorized, the regatta pits canoe against canoe, kayak against kayak and 

pedal boat against pedal boat in 17 fun races.‖
349

 

Centre Hastings continues to stress cooperation with its neighbouring 

municipalities. Along with Marmora, Stirling and Tweed, it makes up Comfort 

Country. The region may not be Ontario‘s best-known tourist destination – but 

makes up for it in other ways. ―The country village communities … have that 

easy feeling of days gone by… small town country charm.‖ 
350

 

Financial donations from organizations, groups and individuals in 

neighbouring communities helped local citizens realize a dream. On Saturday, 

August 18, 2012, they celebrated the official opening of the Heart of Hastings 

Hospice on McKenzie Street. 

As the new council began its term in 2010, Reeve Ketcheson reminded 

his fellow councillors and citizens: ―I was elected on a platform of change, 
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openness, transparency and fiscal responsibility and I haven‘t forgotten. I plan 

to deliver.‖ 
351

 

The municipal office remained in the village after 2010 and the former 

municipal hall in Ivanhoe was refurbished as the Huntingdon Veterans 

Community Hall. Thanks to the governments of Ontario and Canada who 

shared the $690,000 cost with the municipality, each paying $230,000. Centre 

Hastings was able to renovate the two-storey building, make the building fully 

accessible, provide a new kitchen facility, and repair the roof. The local 

economy was stimulated and new opportunities were provided for healthier 

living. 

The new council soon changed its location for some meetings. A record 

crowd of about a hundred people turned out for a meeting in the newly 

renovated Moira Hall, a project in which the municipality had invested 

$100,000.
352

 In conjunction with the Moira Hall Restoration Committee, 

members of Centre Hastings People Helping People had been working to 

restore the 19
th

 century church for the previous three years. Funds came from 

various sources, both government and private. In keeping with its aim of 

bringing council meetings to the people, the meeting of December 14, 2011 

was held in the Huntingdon Veterans Community Hall in Ivanhoe. 

 

A Community Improvement Plan 

 

One of the major matters council dealt with was its Community 

Improvement Plan (CIP). This would establish a program to encourage the 

maintenance and rehabilitation of commercial buildings and their façades as 

well as related signage. It will also ―provide a framework to support the 

redevelopment of vacant, underutilized and/or contaminated properties and 

buildings known as brownfields.‖ It will contribute to the enhancement of 

Madoc‘s downtown as a ―Vintage Village.‖ At the end of 2011, the CIP 

Committee was working to establish boundaries for the area.
353

 

Like many other county communities, Centre Hastings has a host of 

special events. In addition to those mentioned elsewhere, such events include 

the Cavalcade of Carolling. In mid-December 2011, residents met at the 

Madoc Public Library and strolled through town singing carols. They returned 

to the Arts Centre for more carols and activities. In the spring of 2011, the 

Palmateer Sugar Bush hosted its 10
th

 annual pancake breakfast weekend, with 

more than 800 people enjoying the exceptional year‘s production of maple 

syrup. 
354

 Another popular attraction each fall is the Haggerty Farm, offering a 
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Corn Maze Adventure with 10,000 feet of pathways. Among local groups to 

celebrate special anniversaries recently was Madoc‘s 385 Royal Canadian 

Army Cadets, which marked its 60
th

 anniversary in June 2012. The cadet corps, 

started in 1912, but disbanded and started a few times, has been operating on a 

permanent basis since 1952.  The review included a variety of drills, an 

obstacle course demonstration, displays, and a review. 

Although the mining boom of the 1860s is long past, mining has not 

been forgotten. Reta Pitts‘ book contains pictures of the Conley Talc Mine 

opened in 1915 and the Henderson Talc Mine, both southeast of Madoc Village. 

In 1939, they merged to form Canada Talc Mine, which operated until 2010. 
355

  

One of the most exciting developments in recent years was the opening 

of the Centre Hastings SkatePark on July 30, 2005. Dozens of sponsors were 

involved including the Ontario Trillium Foundation and Upper Canada 

Minerals Inc., the company that had taken over the Marble Plant in 2001. It 

contributed chocolate stone and granular used in landscaping the skatepark and 

building the Inukshuk. In the summer of 2008, the Centre Hastings Park 

received an $800,000 upgrade that added an 1,800 square foot Community Arts 

Centre, splashpad and picnic shelter to the skateboard/family park. Perhaps the 

most unusual part of the project was the 2,000 square foot community arts 

centre constructed entirely of straw bales. Carman Donato, a retired Centre 

Hastings Secondary School teacher and supervisor of parks projects for the 

Centre Hastings Skatepark, could hardly contain his enthusiasm as he 

announced the project in April 2008. Government and private funding from 

various sources made the project possible.
356

   

Subsequently, in late 2011, council passed a resolution establishing 

Centre Hastings as a ‗True Sport Community‘. Council based the resolution on 

the basis that ―92 per cent of Canadians believe community-level sport can 

contribute to develop positive values in youth.‖ Centre Hastings now joined an 

elite group of municipalities across Canada. 
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9. Municipality of Tweed  
357

 

 

On January 1, 1998, the amalgamated Municipality of Tweed was 

incorporated from the former Township of Hungerford, Townships of Elzevir 

and Grimsthorpe, and Village of Tweed. One-third of the municipality‘s 

population of nearly 5,200 live in the village. Several hundred reside in the 

hamlets of Marlbank, Thomasburg, Stoco, Actinolite and Queensborough. The 

majority are rural dwellers. Many residents work in Belleville and other 

centres; however, farming remains an important industry. In 2005 and 2011, 

the municipality hosted the Hastings County Plowing Match and Farm Show. 

Also in 2011, the Tweed Hungerford Agricultural Fair celebrated its 130
th

 

anniversary. 

Tweed is a thriving heritage community, thanks largely to the efforts of 

the Tweed and Area Historical Society‘s Heritage Centre and its energetic 

curator, Evan Morton.
358

 The independently owned newspaper, The Tweed 

News, also is very supportive of heritage and tourism and slogans such as 

‗Tweed‘s Terrific‘, ‗Tweed‘s Tremendous‘ and ‗Twitter Tweed‘ are featured 

prominently. Virtual walking tours of many streets are available online. 

Described in past years as ―North America‘s Smallest Jailhouse‖, the 

former Tweed Jail (measuring about 4.9 metres by 6.1 metres) now is known 

as ―one of the smallest jailhouses in the province.‖ It remains a tourist 

attraction.
359

 In fact, for some years after 1995, the old jailhouse was used as 

an occasional office by the Community Police Officer assigned to the village 

by the OPP Detachment at Madoc. 

The Trans Canada Trail passes through Tweed and a panel unveiled in 

January 2006 at the Trail‘s local pavilion (one of the first in Ontario) boasts the 

names of the groups, businesses and individuals who helped finance this 

venture over its first 10 years.
360

In 2011, the provincial government held a 

press conference in Tweed to announce a $100,000 boost for further 

improvements on the trail.
361

 

 

Tweed and its Hamlets 

 

 Tweed is one of the county‘s largest municipalities. Among its many 

small hamlets is Marlbank. Once described by some as a ghost town, Marlbank 

has shown evidence of growth. Under the auspices of the Marlbank Recreation 

Committee, community members came together to build the new Marlbank 
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Pavilion. It was the culmination of many hours of hard work by volunteers, 

who did the fundraising and helped erect the Quonset type structure. First used 

in the winter of 2006 for ice-skating, it is now the site of many other seasonal 

activities. Marlbank draws its name from local deposits of marl or fine clay. 

Other hamlets have been active in providing improved community 

facilities. Thomasburg and Actinolite have utilized their former schools for 

community activities. Stoco has developed fine recreational facilities. The 

recently formed Tweed and Area Arts Council has done an amazing job of 

transforming the former Actinolite Methodist/United Church into the Marble 

Church Arts Centre. Erected in 1864, and believed to be the only church in 

Canada constructed of white marble, the edifice seated 500 and its tower and 

steeple towered to a height of 101 feet.
362

 The Arts Centre opened on June 16, 

2011, with Canadian Major-General Jonathan Vance commenting: ―To watch 

this come to fruition, it‘s reaffirmation for me that the human spirit is not all 

that different all over the world. I‘m so proud of my dad [Retired General Jack 

Vance], of the arts council, for doing this work to add to the quality of 

everyone‘s life.‖ Today, it features live theatre, musicals, art classes, 

workshops, and other activities. 

Complementing the Arts Centre is the well-designed Tweed Public 

Library. Once a roving library that even found temporary accommodation in a 

trailer, the new 5,000 square foot library with expanded services opened in 

June 2011. Through the Infrastructure Stimulus Fund, the federal, provincial 

and local governments shared equally in financing the $900,000 building. To 

quote Tweed Reeve Jo-Anne Albert: ―A new library for Tweed is not only a 

dream come true but also a great asset to the community.‖
363

 

Tweed is more fortunate than many communities with respect to health 

care facilities. These include the first-rate, modern Gateway Community 

Health Centre with many different programs, and the 128-bed Moira Place 

Long Term Care Home, which opened in 2009.   

As in many other local communities, service clubs and similar 

volunteer groups play major roles. In 2002, the Tweed Lions Club initiated 

―Music in the Park‖. Typically, 200 to 600 people attend the free weekly 

summer concerts in Tweed Memorial Park.
364

 The club also plays a major role 

in the Canada Day and Christmas Parades and many other activities.  More 

recently, the Royal Canadian Legion, supported by other groups, has 

undertaken to do a complete makeover of the fence surrounding the 

community‘s Cenotaph.
365
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At Thomasburg, citizens are cooperating in helping to look after the 

community‘s spring, which supplies water to hundreds of people on a weekly 

basis. After the Walkerton tainted water disaster, residents built a shelter over 

the well. Long-time resident Tom White stated that the spring was a reason for 

the community‘s beginnings and ―is part of our heritage.‖
366

   

 Each of the hamlets within the community has its own special events. 

Queensborough has an annual pancake breakfast in May. It is a tradition that 

dates back decades and each year more than 250 people gather at the 

community centre for the event. The money raised goes for the Community 

Centre.
367

 Also, for the last six years, each spring the Queensborough 

Community Centre has welcomed kayakers who have paddled and shot the 

rapids along a 12-kilometre stretch of the Black River. Volunteers offer a place 

to rest as well as food and drink after the final Mill Dam drop in 

Queensborough.
368

 The two-day event attracts kayakers from all over Ontario 

and ‗even Quebec‘ and is known as the Marmora Area Canoe and Kayak 

Festival (MACKFest). 

 Tweed has had to adjust to life without government offices (Ministry 

of Natural Resources, Ministry of Transportation and Ontario Hydro) which for 

so many years had been the economic backbone of the area. These closures 

have forced Tweedites (the name used by Evan Morton and others to designate 

Tweed residents) to examine their identity and use heritage as a solid 

foundation upon which they can build a sustainable future. The recent work of 

the Tweed and Area Community Development Committee, assessing the input 

from residents, offers ideas for promising growth. 

While the business district faces challenges, the Tweed Chamber of 

Commerce has undertaken significant projects of beautification and promotion. 

With difficult economic times, smaller rural businesses suffer stiffer 

competition from the huge city outlets. To quote Evan Morton, ―the home town 

loyalty concept has waned dramatically.‖ 

Nevertheless, Tweed has attracted a large number of gifted artists in 

varied media in recent years. In turn, these artists have inspired local people to 

discover and develop their special gifts. The community boasts several 

sculptors/painters/illustrators/authors who have achieved notable acclaim. Not 

the least of these is Paul Shier who sculpted ―Thundering Silence‖ which was 

donated to the people of New York City after the 9-11 disaster in 2001.   

Many residents had input into the artistic field a few years ago when 

the citizens decorated their fire hydrants in attractive, colourful, and sometimes 

unusual ways. 
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Historic Events and Places 

  

Tweed is famous for celebrating historic events. For example, in 1987, 

residents celebrated three centennial events.
369

 The Tweed News marked its 

first hundred years. St. Carthagh‘s Roman Catholic Church did likewise. In 

addition, Maple Dale Cheese Company in Plainfield in Thurlow Township was 

close enough for Tweedites to consider it part of their community. Whereas the 

number of county cheese factories has been in constant decline over the years, 

Maple Dale has continued to the present day to produce some of the province‘s 

finest cheddars. The year 2012 saw the residents celebrate the 125
th

 

anniversaries of the same institutions and Evan Morton and The Tweed News 

took the lead in helping to promote the celebrations. St. Carthagh‘s remains 

one of the most attractive Gothic churches built by noted architect Joseph 

Connolly (1840-1904), a native of Limerick, Ireland.
370

 

In 1988, local residents celebrated the 100 years history of the 

Salvation Army, although the Army actually had been active locally since 

1884.
371

 

The acquisition of a permanent site for the Tweed Heritage Centre in 

1994 meant a central location for information on historic events. It opened 

three years after the citizens celebrated the village‘s centennial. The resulting 

provincial plaque commemorates the founding of the village, the all-female 

council of 1967 and other events. Evan Morton chaired the event and 

newspaperman and historian Clyde Bell explained that the plaque had been in 

the works for three years. ―May this plaque be the launching pad for Tweed‘s 

second century,‖ he observed. Hastings-Frontenac-Lennox and Addington MP 

Bill Vankoughnet observed that ―Tweed is a jewel in the crown of over 50 

municipalities I represent.‖
372

 A recent event that has helped to polish the 

crown was the opening of a new municipal library. It led to an increase in 

usage of up to 70 per cent between October 2010 and the following October. 

Membership increased dramatically.
373

 

From time to time, disasters of various types have struck the 

community. Late in April 2002, fire levelled the old Feed Mill, which had been 

closed for a few years. The building still housed an electrical generating plant, 

which was destroyed. This was the third serious fire to destroy the old mill 

building (erected in 1836 by Allen Munro) and its successor buildings.
374

 A 

                                                           
369

The Tweed News, June 24, 1987. 
370

Professor Malcolm Thurlby, article on St. Cathagh‘s Catholic Church. The Tweed News, 

November 9, 2005. 
371

The Tweed News, August 31, 1988. 
372

The Tweed News, November 27, 1991. 
373

The Tweed News, October 5, 2011. 
374

The Tweed News, May 1, 2002. 



236 

disaster of a different type was the closure of Foster‘s Dairy. Begun in the 

1910s by J.H. (Harry) Foster, the dairy had earned a reputation for its products. 

In fact, a Toronto radio station once broadcast that Foster‘s Dairy served the 

best milkshakes in the country.
375

 

These events reminded Tweedites of disasters that had taken place 

earlier. Accordingly, a plaque was erected at the Tweed Heritage Centre to 

record the devastating effects of the smallpox epidemic that struck Hungerford 

Township in 1884. It ―claimed at least 45 lives in 202 reported cases‖. County 

council minutes recorded that council passed a motion to allow the deputy 

reeves of Hungerford to attend council, since they lived at a distance from the 

outbreak and showed no signs of the illness. 

Another disaster researched by Evan Morton and Heritage Centre staff 

took place on Saturday morning, August 22, 1903. ―The buildings of Tweed 

shook, windows shattered, a huge cloud of smoke rose to such a height that it 

was visible 50 miles away, debris rained down into Stoco Lake … Pieces of the 

bodies of the victims were found in all directions and hanging from the trees 

above… altogether over one hundred pounds of flesh has been found.‖ Three 

workers at the Ontario Powder Company died when 1,000 pounds of 

explosives in the company‘s packinghouse ignited. The plant was rebuilt, 

partly on several islands in the Moira River. A second explosion on February 4, 

1908 destroyed more than a dozen buildings. The company had just started 

manufacturing gelignite cartridges, which were 50 per cent more potent than 

ordinary dynamite. The manufacturing of the explosives now ceased, although 

storage of the product continued for some years. Talks to reopen the plant 

during World War I proved fruitless.‖ 
376

 

 

Recreation and the „Tweed Muskies‟ 
 

The increasing emphasis on recreational areas fosters good, healthy 

activities for all ages. These include baseball, soccer, swimming in the new 

Erin Palmateer Community Pool, curling, hockey, skating, and walking. Over 

the years, Lake Stoco, which borders the town, has been home to first-rate 

fishing, including the muskellunge or Muskie. When Russell Moon, an 

American lawyer from Georgia approached Tweed Council in October 1996 

and suggested that a CFL expansion football team would be great for Tweed, 

local fans suggested ―The Tweed Muskies‖ as a suitable name. Moon hoped to 

raise $3,000,000 in the six weeks before the Grey Cup. Portable bleachers 

would seat 15,000 fans and 5,000 cheap seats would be available for ten 

dollars. Prestige seats would be $60 each. One newspaper headlined the story: 
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―Build a stadium and the football fans will come … or will they?‖
377

 They 

didn‘t! 

  Trudeau Park at the east end of Stoco Lake is one of the municipality‘s 

best-known sites. Established almost 50 years ago, with a resort added 10 years 

later, the park hosts musical entertainment and, starting in 2010, the Tweed 

Stampede and Jamboree.
378

 Although May 24
th

 celebrations had caused 

problems on some occasions, new owner Casey Trudeau has made the events 

more ―family friendly.‖ The 2011 four-day Motor Sports Weekend was a 

highly successful event. 
379

 

Residents of the Tweed area suffered a serious blow in June 1970 when 

the Hastings County Board of Education closed the Tweed-Hungerford District 

High School, but they survived the closure and held a highly successful 

reunion in 1984. 

There have been exciting developments, both positive and negative for 

Tweed. In 2011, Leona Dombrowsky, then local MLA and Provincial Minister 

of Education, announced that future students from Tweed-Hungerford Senior 

School and S.H. Connor Public School could look forward to a new combined 

school.
380

 On June 26, parishioners of St. James Anglican Church attended its 

very last service, after 126 years of service to the community. The closure 

followed five years of collaborating with Anglican churches in Marlbank and 

Roslin.
381

 Likewise the Presbyterians of Tweed and Roslin grew together and 

shared a minister.   

Early in 2012, members of the Tweed and Area Community 

Development Committee (TACDC) presented the community and its visitors 

with a list of ―76 things to see, do, and experience within the vibrant and 

beautiful municipality of Tweed.‖ Led by Sharon Pedersen, the TACDC is an 

independent group of volunteers focused on the implementation of the 

Integrated Community Sustainability Plan . . . Collectively, its efforts will 

make the Tweed and Area Community a better place to live, work and play.
382

 

Among the groups helping to make Tweed a better community is the Kiwanis 

Club. When the club celebrated its 60
th

 anniversary in 2012, members pointed 

proudly to some 40 activities and groups that they support.
383

 Every year since 

1984, Tweed has played host to the Michael Murphy Annual Tweed Family 

Feud Hockey Tournament. Mike generously supported and guided the 
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organization of both the hockey and softball tournaments. Today, the three-day 

event honours his memory as a supporter of local activities, groups and sports. 

The Lester B. Pearson Peace Park on Highway #7 is a park with an 

interesting background. It was the Centennial (1967) project of Roy and 

Priscilla Cadwell, who donated the land. To be known originally as Canada‘s 

Centennial Peace Park, it was renamed in honour of Lester B. Pearson, 

Canada‘s 14
th

 Prime Minister and recipient of the 1957 Nobel Peace Prize. The 

site was part of the Madoc/Tweed Art Centre, of which the Cadwells were the 

owners and directors. The site‘s Peace Pagoda Shrine is the gift of the Japanese 

people to the people of Canada as a symbol of peace and friendship between 

the East and West. Two Buddhist priests came from Tokyo to dedicate the 

shrine. By 1992, when the Peace Park celebrated its 25
th

 anniversary, it had 

hosted more than 30,000 visitors. 

For many years, the Cadwells sponsored an annual award to 

distinguished Canadians who helped the cause of world peace. In its early 

years, the Institute of Applied Metaphysics called part of the parcel of land 

‗home.‘ Some members claim to have had alien and UFO encounters on the 

site in 1973 and 1974. Among them was Winifred Barton of Frankford, who 

recalled a near-death experience and ascending into a spaceship where she 

stayed for several hours on September 26-27, 1973.
384

 

In 1989, after the Ottawa branch of the Elvis (Presley) Sighting Society 

stated that Elvis was alive and well and living in Tweed, local residents held an 

"Elvis is Alive" festival for several years. In 2011, the festival returned in an 

improved format in late August. The ―Tweed Tribute to Elvis‖ is now an 

annual affair and attracts considerable attention. The annual winner is entitled 

to attend the Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest in Memphis, Tennessee, the 

following year. 

 

The Philoxians of Marlbank 

 

For many years, the community of Marlbank has hosted an interesting 

group, the Philoxians. The group first attracted national attention in The Globe 

and Mail on October 10, 1981, when reporter Liam Lacey wrote an article 

under the title ―Atlantis Rising: The lost continent in Tweed.‖ Liam noted that 

two things made the ―sleepy little village‖ famous: the bar in the Marlbank 

Hotel and the Philoxians. According to lilah Chickalo, a leader of the Marlbank 

Philoxians, he and his personal family claimed a relationship to the ancient 

Philoxians, a race of giants that were said to have preceded the mythical fall of 

the lost continent of Mu and Atlantis. The Pheylonian Empire was ―the original 

Creation and the First Golden Age on earth, before the newly discovered 
                                                           
384
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sinking of the giant pyramids, roads and cities.‖
385

 The Philoxians website 

quotes the ancient Greeks who described these early people as being ‗lovable 

strangers.‘ ―These ancient high mountain Carpathian people have been 

respected throughout their journeys as being the bearers of good fortune 

throughout centuries of time.‖
386

 

After running for their lives during upheavals in Guatemala, the current 

group, led by lilah and his parents and their extended family decided to settle 

in the Tweed area. One influence was an earlier ‗déjà vu‘ experience in this 

area as lilah drove between Montreal and Toronto on business. A second 

influence was a broadcast by CBS newscaster Walter Cronkite reporting that 

there was ―one spot in the world where there were more flying saucer sightings 

than any other place in the world.‖ And that place, as allegedly documented by 

government, was in a little place near Tweed and Hastings County in Ontario – 

at Marlbank. Before coming to Marlbank in 1976, the group lived in 

Guatemala on a volcano top.
387

 

Although some local residents wondered about the arrivals, they soon 

proved to be model citizens – industrious, thrifty, and helpful. When the 

Philoxians first arrived, they opened their doors and giant colourful tent  to 

visitors and housed, fed and entertained them. They built a variety of industries, 

including an old fashioned wood-fired bakery and ‗hôtellerie‘ and four dining 

rooms capable of feeding 285 people in one sitting. For some years, the group 

members divided their time between Marlbank and the tiny island of Dominica. 

Unfortunately, two major fires (1994 and 2007) destroyed many of their 

businesses, including a candle manufacturing factory, which had been doing a 

worldwide business. Nevertheless, they laboured on, resuming the production 

of Pheylonian pure beeswax candles, which they export to over 42 countries. 

The opening of a quaint gift shop a few years ago was the first phase of 

Philoxia reopening to the local public. However, as of 2012, the Philoxians are 

planning another significant change. The beeswax candle business (Pheylonian 

Production Kohr) is expected to move to a new location and the 334 acre 

Philoxian Estate at Marlbank with its organic nine-hole golf course and lake 

frontage is up for restructuring and investment.   

Over the years, the Philoxians have contributed to Hastings County. For 

example, their musicians put on a show at Belleville‘s Centennial Secondary 

School in 1983 to raise funds for the Quinte Branch of the Ontario Humane 
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Society.
388

 Every weekend throughout the season, they were visited by families 

who were fed royally and entertained. 

In his summary, the Intelligencer city editor described the Philoxians as 

―a small community of artisans and veterinarians with a talent for raising and, 

they say, even communicating with zoo animals.‖
 389

 Unfortunately, the 

community had to close its animal sanctuary. 

Today, their spirited energy is felt by many visitors who come to 

purchase their world famous ―Original Beeswax Candles‖ as well as ―World 

Class Yogis, Shamans and Masters of mind, body and spirit.‖ 

Given the wide variety of people, interests, activities and attractions to 

be found in the Tweed area, the municipality is a good example of a diverse 

community whose citizens face their problems head on, pull together, and are 

very successful in meeting challenges. 
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10. Municipality of Marmora and Lake 
390

 

 

Marmora and Lake was one of Hastings‘ earliest centres of economic 

development, because of the important Marmora Iron Works of the 1820s. 

Although these works closed within a few years and the Marmoraton Mine 

(which was opened by Bethlehem Steel in 1951) closed in 1978, their legacy 

remains. The latter operation removed 120 feet of limestone before reaching 

the high-grade ore. Over the life of the mine, 28 million tons of ore (and 90 

million tons of waste rock) ―were removed by some 300 men who worked to 

fill the 30 to 35 railway cars daily for transport south to Picton port where it 

was loaded into boats.‖ 
391

 

Today, a plaque marks the site of the historic Iron Works and the 

Marmora Open Pit Mine is now a gorgeous turquoise lake, 75 acres in size, 

635 feet deep, with 400 feet of spring water that is steadily rising to the top, 

obliterating all evidences of the mining operation. 

A few years ago, local residents banded together to form TNT, the 

―Take No Trash‖ group that strongly objected to plans for the pit to be a 

landfill site for garbage from Metropolitan Toronto. The citizens‘ group won. 

More recently, a company called Northland Power proposed to 

construct a $660-million ―green‖ hydro facility at the site. The project would 

see a massive water reservoir constructed above the mine, using 70 million 

tons of rock already on the site. The company would buy electricity at night, 

when hydro rates are low, and pump water in the pit up to the reservoir. During 

the day, the water would be released to flow through a turbine system to the 

open pit mine. Electricity generated from this discharge would be sold to 

Hydro at higher rates. Up to a thousand workers would be needed to construct 

the facility over the four years and 45 full-time employees would then be 

needed to operate it. The completed project could generate about 400 

megawatts of electric power, enough to power 18,000 homes.   

Many Marmora residents are enthusiastic about the project, though 

some wonder if the cost of pumping the water from the pit to the reservoir 

would leave enough profit to sustain the operation. Marmora and county 

councils are supportive of the plan. Marmora Reeve Terry Clemens is quoted 

as saying, ―I believe it can do nothing but good for this community.‖
392

 The 

municipality ―has visions of turning the site around the mine and pumped 

storage facility into a recreational and educational attraction that could include 
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a mining museum and trails around the upper reservoir.‖
393

 To help plan for 

such a development, the municipality will receive $50,000 from the province‘s 

Tourism Development Fund. 

Meanwhile, the Open Pit Mine remains one of five historic sites on 

―The Miners‘ Loop‖, a scenic 20-kilometre drive in the Marmora-Deloro area.  

The other four attractions are the site of the Hayes Iron Foundry (1821) on the 

east bank of the Crowe River, Millside Park, the Central Ontario Railway 

Crossing on the route north to Coe Hill, and Deloro. 

 Thanks to the Marmora Historical Foundation, several other plaques 

also have been erected. André L. Philpot, described as ―a professional lawyer, 

amateur historian, part-time University Lecturer and sometimes reeve of 

Marmora Village‖ prepared and published an excellent volume entitled A 

Species of Adventure: The Story of the Ironmasters of Upper Canada in 1990.
 

394 
It tells the history of Marmora‘s early mine works.   

The municipality has undergone major political changes in the last few 

years. On January 1, 1998, Marmora and Lake Township united with the 

Village of Deloro, the historical mining village of 70 houses that had been the 

smallest incorporated village in the province. Then on January 1, 2001, a 

century after Marmora Village had separated from the township, the village 

reunited with the township to form the new Municipality of Marmora and Lake. 

An excellent municipal website describes the community as ―The Jewel of 

Hastings County‖. 

The village boasts a beautiful park – Memorial Park, beside the Crowe 

River. Park highlights include an attractive Tourist Information Centre and 

children‘s playground, the results of cooperative efforts between the recently 

created Marmora Crowe Valley Lions Club and other community groups. The 

Lions Club also assists with other projects, including the Canada Day and 

Duck Race. The Marmora Sno‘Fest features sled dog races (now in their 34
th

 

year) and the Marmora‘s Got Talent Show (now in its third year). In August 

2012, the third annual Celebrate Marmora Festival took place in Memorial 

Park. The festival was created after the decision was made to combine several 

events that take place in the park on the Simcoe Day Holiday to make one big 

event. This year, a mineral bus tour was added to the schedule and the Crowe 

Lake Waterway Association arranged a re-enactment from the War of 1812.
395

 

Every Labour Day weekend, the Marmora Fair maintains the quaintness of an 

old-fashioned fair and reminds residents that local agriculture and tourism are 

very important. 
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Other special events have included the Marmora Adventure Race, a 35-

kilometre two-person team race involving trekking, biking and canoeing. 

 Marmora has several landmark historic buildings, which are featured 

on occasional organized walks. Among them is the Marmora Public Library at 

the four corners of the main shopping district. The library‘s second floor 

houses the Marmora Heritage Centre, officially opened on February 18, 1996. 

The centre was the result of work by the aforementioned André Philpot. 

Supported by a small group of enthusiastic citizens who shared his view that 

heritage would help to put Marmora ―on the map‖, he did all he could to 

promote local heritage. 
396

 

 Heritage enthusiasts also buried a time capsule in the new library 

addition. It will be opened on Canada‘s 200
th

 birthday on July 1, 2067 and 

future residents will have a glimpse of the thoughts and activities of their 

ancestors.
397

 In addition, the heritage railway station has been preserved and, 

after several moves over the years, has been relocated south of Highway 7. 

Fortunately, the history of many of Marmora‘s fine buildings was recorded in 

several articles in The Marmora Herald in the mid-1990s.   

A crucial issue facing the village of Deloro, part of Marmora and Lake 

Township since 1998, has been the need to deal with contamination wastes on 

the Deloro site. The site was heavily worked for its gold mining, arsenic and 

silver refining. The waste is the result of refining both arsenic-bearing gold ore 

from the Deloro area mines and arsenical cobalt-silver ore from Cobalt in 

northern Ontario in the early to mid 1900s. Work has been going on for more 

than 30 years and as of November 2010, the provincial government had spent 

more than $31,000,000 on cleanup at the 202-hectare abandoned mining, 

refining, and manufacturing site. ―The province took control of the site when 

the owner refused to comply with orders to stop pollution.‖
398

  In 2008, the 

Deloro treatment plant processed about 8,600 kilograms of arsenic. Without 

the government‘s intervention, much of the arsenic would have ended up in the 

Moira River. 

Following the completion of work on an access road to link the tailings 

site with Highway 7, at a cost of almost a million dollars, plans call for the 

construction of three engineered caps to cover the contaminated waste sites. 

On April 26, 2012, a Public Information Session was held in the Deloro 

Community Centre ―to present and consult on the findings of a cultural 

heritage evaluation report on the Deloro mine and to consider the site‘s future‖. 

As of that date, up to 50 employees were actively working on cleanup. At 

times, poison ivy and other problems impeded their work. Ministry officials 

reported that there were still about 10 kilograms of arsenic leaking daily into 
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the Moira River. However, work soon would be completed on the final multi-

barrier cover over the tailings area. According to a spokesperson, the covering 

pads ―should be impermeable for hundreds of years‖. Golder Associates, a 

consulting firm, described the site as ―a unique area‖ with three types of 

heritage values – mining, processing and remediation. The company sought 

suggestions as to the site‘s future. It had identified 22 historic features, 

including several minesand metal processing mills. Collectively, the 22 were 

said to constitute ―a mining and refining landscape of provincial heritage 

significance.‖   

It is hoped that the resulting study and similar projects will help to 

support the municipality‘s claim to be ―the jewel of Hastings County.‖ 
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11. Madoc Township 
399

 

 

―Tranquility‖ and ―beauty‖ are two words used to describe Madoc 

Township. Easily accessed by Highways 7 or 62, the township ―offers more 

than scenic drives among the wildlife.‖ The economy remains resource-based. 

Agriculture centres on beef, dairy and hog farming. Quality maple sugar is also 

produced each spring. 

Logging in the northern area feeds mills in the south. For at least 40 

years, a mill stood on Highway 62 about half a kilometre north of Highway 7. 

It had been operated by Mac Wilson, until his son Dean took it over. 

Unfortunately, a major fire at the Wilson Forest Products Mill on January 8, 

2007 dealt a two million dollar loss to the company and ―put half the staff out 

of work for the foreseeable future.‖
400

 Company owners Dean and Joanne 

Wilson had upgraded the facility less than a year earlier. They estimated daily 

production at 25,000 board feet of wood. The mill also cut square timbers for 

log houses. Firefighters from five local departments fought the fire and 

prevented it from spreading to separate buildings housing the grading and 

planing operations and nearby stacks of cut lumber. Fortunately, the plant has 

been rebuilt and has become a successful business once again. 

A marble mill adjacent to Highway 62 continues to produce very 

marketable chips and dust for building purposes. From time to time, there are 

mini gold rushes, for example, in the 1980s when Mono Gold Mines Inc. of 

Vancouver spent more than $4,000,000 on ―a high grade gold mineralization‖ 

near Bannockburn. Another major find took place near Malone, the hometown 

of the legendary Marcus Powell. Powell‘s discovery of gold on the Richardson 

property at Eldorado in August 1866 had led to Ontario‘s first gold rush. 

The story of this rush and subsequent searches for gold in the county 

and nearby has been told in detail in Eldorado: Ontario’s First Gold Rush.
401

 

Unfortunately, the Bannockburn site has turned out to have only a small 

quantity of high-grade ore and the Dingman Prospect at Malone appears to 

have a high tonnage of low-grade ore. However, given the astronomical rise in 

the price of gold in recent years, it is no wonder that prospectors are zeroing in 

on local sites. 

One of the most successful industries to locate locally in recent years is 

IKO, ―a global leader in the manufacture and supply of quality roofing 

products including shingles, commercial roofing and asphaltic and bituminous 
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400
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waterproofing products.‖
402

 A family-owned business founded in Alberta in 

1951, the company operates over 20 manufacturing plants globally. 

Arguably, the O‘Hara Mill has been the site that, along with the gold 

discoveries at Eldorado and elsewhere, creates the most interest in Madoc 

Township. It is operated by the O‘Hara Volunteers Association, ―an 

incorporated registered charitable organization . . . dedicated to preserving our 

heritage.‖  Supported by over a hundred volunteers, some of whom are seniors 

from neighbouring communities, the Friends of O‘Hara Mill help maintain, 

develop and promote a site depicting pioneer rural life in Central Hastings 

during the 1880s.
403

 The O‘Hara farmhouse, whose construction began around 

1848 using boards and planks sawn in the family‘s own mill, was completed 

around 1905 and stands on its original site. The family lived at this homestead 

for about 115 years. In 1954, the Moira River Conservation Authority acquired 

the mill and the house. Other original buildings followed in 1965. 

The O‘Hara sawmill is another well-preserved building. It was still 

cutting lumber for sale in 1908. Visitors can see the English Gates saw, 

possibly the only one in Ontario. Other original buildings on site include the 

carriage house and the carpenter shop (first used as a wood shed). 

School students are always delighted to visit the 1861 log schoolhouse, 

originally located in Elzevir Township where it was the first school in section 

No. 7. It was moved to this site in 1965 and early furnishings and equipment 

were obtained elsewhere in the county to show current students the difficulties 

of attending local schools in the 19
th

 century. Other buildings include a pioneer 

cabin built in 2007-2008, a blacksmith shop, drive sheds and a welcome centre. 

Each year the volunteers work on several projects to improve the site. In 2011, 

the emphasis was on machine restoration, repainting the O‘Hara house; 

sawmill repairs, and millpond dam reconstruction 

 O‘Hara volunteers host several special events each year. These can 

include an Opening Day celebration, a Dinner Auction, a Pre-Canada Day 

Bash, a Heritage Day celebration, a Drum Nation Festival, a Corn Bash, and 

Christmas at O‘Hara‘s. For those unable to visit the O‘Hara site, the website 

(www.oharamill.ca) provides a family scrapbook with 35 pages of illustrations 

and history and a photo gallery with 52 files in four albums. 

The township website also offers several albums of local pictures. 

These include early views of township sites and events, the Madoc Fair (which 

celebrated its centennial in 2005), and the Eldorado Winter Dog Races. 

Marmora celebrates its annual Marmora Snofest Weekend, claimed to be ―the 

oldest continuous running event of its kind in Canada‖, since 1977. 
404
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Perhaps rivalling O‘Hara Mill‘s popularity in the township is the Tim 

Hortons on the northwest corner of highways 7 and 62. Even more than the 

many other Tim‘s in the county, it is a gathering place for local residents and 

visitors alike. Its presence has encouraged the creation of an adjacent street, 

Bonjour Boulevard, officially opened on September 24, 2010. A McDonald‘s 

Restaurant has opened across the highway, replacing a stand selling blueberries 

and blueberry pies in summer months. 

Meanwhile, there is continuing discussion and controversy about Prince 

Madoc, the legendary Welshman in whose honour Madoc Township and 

Madoc Village are believed to have been named. Prince Madoc or Madog ab 

Owain Gwynedd is said to have arrived in the Americas in 1170, 300 years 

before Christopher Columbus‘s voyage in 1492. The Madoc story gained 

recognition in North America when, in 1953, the Daughters of the American 

Revolution erected plaques commemorating Madoc‘s voyage. It was alleged 

that in 1170, he left the Welsh language with the Indians of the Mobile 

(Alabama) area.
405

 Searching for evidence for the theory, Welshman Howard 

Kimberley founded the Madoc International Research Association in Wales. It 

hopes to raise funds to cover the cost of DNA tests to help prove the Madoc 

story. 
406

 

Certainly, such stories prove that Madoc Township and the village are 

places of history. The Gold Rush of 1866 may be a distant memory, but Madoc 

remains the ―Township with the Heart of Gold‖. 
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12. Township of Tudor and Cashel 
407

 

 

Tudor and Cashel Township has been described as ―a blend of new and 

old with settlements nestled within all corners of the Township.‖
408

  Among the 

historic hamlets that were described in 2005 as ―rich with local history‖ was 

Stoney Settlement. It is the site of historical landmarks such as Hogan‘s Hotel. 

Now a private residence, the owners have retained the unusual hand-painted 

Victorian signs. 

Gilmour was the site of W.A. McMurray‘s general store, pictured on 

page 327 of Volume One. The former Gilmour School now serves as the 

community centre and municipal offices and one of McMurray‘s descendants, 

Andrew J. McMurray, served as clerk/building inspector until recently. Gunter, 

the youngest of the settlements in Cashel, is a fishing and hunting centre, 

bordering on a large area of crown land and attractive lakes. 

Several of the hamlets of the past have become the ghost towns of the 

present. Millbridge, Millbridge Station and Glanmire are all described in this 

way in current literature. They may not have many businesses, but they are 

popular sites for tourists looking to capture memories of our early history. It is 

hard to believe that Millbridge (originally called ―The Jordan‖ because of its 

position on Jordan Creek) had a population of well over a hundred in 1871. It 

was the chief community in Tudor Township and had a fair that was a major 

county attraction. The post office at Millbridge remained open until 1969, a 

time when Canada Post consolidated and closed many rural post offices. 

Currently, there is a significant deer concentration area in the Millbridge area, 

located predominantly on private land, much of it owned by J. M. Longyear 

Canada ULC. The company is an American-based business ―sustainably 

manages more than 164,000 acres of company-owned forestlands in Michigan 

and Canada and relies primarily on natural regeneration of the forests.‖
409

 

Glanmire survived a little longer than many of the Hastings Road 

settlements that were established in the mid-19
th

 century. However, all that 

remains of Glanmire‘s Anglican Church, demolished in the 1960s, are the steps 

and a commemorative stone. The cemetery continues to be maintained.   

One of the township‘s most famous residents is David Hamel. Hamel, 

who died in his 84
th

 year on this planet in September 2007, was an amazing 

individual who attracted scientific interest and curiosity from around the world. 

He was known as the Granite Man of Gilmour, because the first book written 

about his life and experiences ―before and after he began building a space ship‖ 

was titled The Granite Man and the Butterfly. That book ―described the basics 
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of the technology used in his first two attempts to build the craft‖ while 

resident in British Columbia.
410

 

Hamel attracted the attention of alternative energy buffs from across the 

globe. Many corresponded with him and came to see his work at Gilmour. 

Some volunteered to help him build an improved craft. Some of his supporters 

were a little vague about his location in Tudor and Cashel. One entry on his 

website began in this way: ―After hearing about David Hamel through a 

strange coincidence, we drove up to see David in the secluded small town of 

Gilmore, [sic] in northern Canada.‖
411

 

His first attempt at Maple Ridge, B.C. exploded in his garage. A second 

attempt is said to have led to the craft rising swiftly and then disappearing into 

the sky. All that remained were a few photos that were said to show the space 

vehicle ―as a glowing disc of bright light.‖ These two events in 1977 followed 

a most unusual experience two years earlier. He claimed that three visitors 

from the planet Kladen took him into a spaceship, which flew across Canada in 

seconds to show him Gilmour and Beaver Creek. The visitors instructed him to 

build a spacecraft there. 

According to Hamel, the aliens ―imprinted his memory with every 

detail of the technology used to power their craft.‖ After settling at Gilmour, he 

proved this by providing detailed plans and totally recalling the minute 

specifications. At Gilmour, he built a large Quonset hut behind his old 

farmhouse. He and his supporters worked to assemble the ―third stage of the 

often-called ark, which he felt was humanity‘s hope for survival after 2012, 

when he believed the earth would undergo a great upheaval.‖   

After his death, followers continued to explore his view that magnetic 

power could replace fossil fuels. A publisher‘s promo for The Granite Man and 

the Butterfly described it as ―a candid account of the life of a simple man with 

an extraordinary mission.‖ 
412

 A ―Memorable Quote‖ from his website read, ―If 

you look at the walls of the Pyramids, you will see my theories!!!‖
413

   

A proud veteran of the Second World War and the Korean War, David 

left a lasting legacy. He persuaded the Coe Hill Royal Canadian Legion to 

build the Cenotaph at Gilmour and helped to look after the monument for 

many years. 

The two former townships, now united, actually do not touch. Former 

Tudor and Cashel Reeve Tim Clarke lived at the point where Tudor and Cashel 

almost meet. Although owning property in Tudor and Cashel, he and his wife 

                                                           
410

Barry Hendry, ―Granite Man of Gilmour Dies‖, The Bancroft Times, October 11, 2007. 

Among the many sources of information on Hamel was an item by Mark Bonokoski for Sun 

Media‘s The Toronto Sun, October 19, 2007. 
411

http://davidhamel.org/David-Hamel/ 2. 
412

http://www.lauralee.com/sinclaire.htm. 
413

http://davidhamel.org/David-Hamel/ 4. 

http://davidhamel.org/David-Hamel/
http://davidhamel.org/David-Hamel/


250 

Elizabeth actually lived in Grimsthorpe Township (now part of the 

Municipality of Tweed) and part of their property was in Limerick Township. 

In fact, for some time, the Clarkes were the only permanent residents in 

Grimsthorpe. 
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13. Wollaston Township 
414

 

 

Wollaston Township is a municipality with a very strong interest in 

history – so strong that in 2007 a group of citizens formed Wollaston Heritage 

Incorporated (WHI). Its purpose was to preserve local history. One way was to 

publish a book so in February 2011 the Coe Hill Legion was the site for the 

launch of the resulting book Memories of the Lives of Our Pioneers: Wollaston 

Township and Surrounding Area. With the assistance from the seven other 

committee members, the secretary gathered the information from a variety of 

sources. According to the authors, this major book with 344 pages and almost 

150 illustrations is ―history as told by our local citizens‖ in a way that would 

be of interest to readers with or without knowledge of the area.
415

   

One of the book‘s outstanding features is the genealogical information 

gained from 26 interviews with seniors. Coe Hill Public School students, 

working with Principal Art Gough, did some interviews in 1973. Members of 

the committee carried out other interviews from 2007 to 2010 and added ―short 

stories, poems and such that may interest readers.‖
416

 Among the fascinating 

items are those relating to chivarees, the KKK, dynamiting for fish, and the 

tornado of August 30, 1947. The book also includes the story of Dr. John R. 

Hardinge and his daughters Mattie and Nellie who cured medical problems 

without surgery or strong drugs and a six-page history of the township by A.G. 

Giles in 1955. Wollaston Heritage Incorporated also planned to develop a 

Heritage Centre on the site of the original iron mine and a second ‗Memory‘ 

book containing more of the township‘s history. 

In addition to information on the history and citizens of Wollaston, the 

book features brief histories of neighbouring communities including Ormsby in 

Limerick Township and Gilmour in Tudor Township. 

With a permanent population of fewer than 700 residents, the number 

of residents almost doubles in the summer with the arrival of cottagers. There 

is a thriving tourist industry and outdoor sports for all seasons. In fact, in June 

2011, a CTV program called the area the third most affordable cottage area 

within three hours of Toronto. In winter, snowmobilers have access to a 400-

kilometre trail system 

The township‘s website stresses its history and presents several albums 

of heritage views. It also includes a biography of former Reeve Albert Vader, 

who was active in municipal government for more than half a century. Vader 
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was first elected to Wollaston Council in 1953 and, despite a few election 

losses, served the ratepayers as councillor or reeve until the 2006 election. 

One of his defeats, by 16 votes, came after council built a new 

township office in 1980. The old building lacked running water and Vader was 

embarrassed when someone had to fetch a pitcher of water so a visiting 

provincial government official could wash her hands. He felt the township 

deserved a better facility. The building cost only $35,000, of which $8,000 was 

donated by citizens. 

Albert paid the price for progress. Although the township did not go 

into the red for the project, voters still removed Vader and two others from 

council. Subsequently he was re-elected and in 1998 served as county warden. 

He also served as secretary-treasurer of the Coe Hill Fair for a half century. 

Albert Vader died in 2015 at the age of 91. 

 Vader was succeeded as reeve by Dan McCaw, a native of Wollaston. 

In addition to operating a garage, school bus and trucking business in Coe Hill, 

McCaw also served as fire chief of the volunteer service for over 20 years. The 

current reeve, an educator and real estate agent, Barbara Shaw, was elected in 

2018. 

Wollaston‘s largest community, Coe Hill, remains an education centre. 

The present elementary school with classes from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 

6 serves the townships of Wollaston, Limerick, and Tudor and Cashel. It has 

well-equipped classrooms and a computer lab to make the school a place 

where ―Learning is Power.‖ The Wollaston and Limerick Public School 

Library and the Wollaston Community Centre provide additional facilities for 

the school.   

There have been many changes in Coe Hill over the years. A half 

century ago the community had three general stores, one convenience store, 

one radio/television shop, two garages, a saw mill, three churches and five gas 

pumps (with two more pumps at the two family camp grounds). Now, the 

hamlet has only two churches, a grocery store, an LCBO, and a market variety 

store with gas pumps. The sawmill, the radio shop, two garages and a church 

have closed. Some new businesses have opened including a bed and breakfast, 

a building and paint supply shop, an excavating and trucking business, and two 

restaurants. 

The late 1960s saw the removal of the tracks from the railway that 

came to Coe Hill in the late 1880s. The postal system has been reduced from 

five post offices (Ormsby, The Ridge, Rose Island, Nugent and Coe Hill) to a 

single post office at Coe Hill with rural delivery. The Red Cross Outpost 

Hospital closed about 70 years ago. The local garage that sold Massey Harris 

tractors to area farms in the 1950s no longer has a market for such products. In 

fact, there are only four farms (one of them an organic farm) remaining in the 

entire township. The logging industry has declined and is slowly disappearing. 
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Township council has faced various issues over the years. In 2011, one 

contentious matter was a proposed ban to control roadside business signs 

nailed to trees and fences. 
417

 A few citizens took exception to the activities of 

the Downtown Revitalization Committee (DRC) of Council. Communities are 

judged by the first impressions made by their downtown or main street and a 

favourable appearance can attract new businesses and citizens. The two main 

projects identified in 2011 were the construction of the Town Square meeting 

place in front of the Coe Hill Post Office and façade improvement for 

downtown businesses.  

Coe Hill has been described as the ―urban centre of the township where 

year round events and services are geared to both residents and visitors alike.‖ 

Unfortunately, the limited business mix in the downtown core means there is a 

continuous drain away from the hamlet towards large centres such as Bancroft, 

Belleville and Peterborough. To help combat the urban-out migration, several 

special events occur annually. These include the Coe Hill Agricultural Fair, 

Canada Day Parade and Celebrations, the Christmas Parade, Warriors Day at 

Coe Hill and the Township Open House where council and staff provide 

information for the adults and fun activities for the children. 

The one-day Coe Hill Fair is one of the oldest in north Hastings and 

one of the most successful in the county. Founded in 1882, the first fairs had 

horse races on the main street. Known in its early years as the ―cow and 

pumpkin fair‖, it celebrated its 130
th

 birthday in 2012 when organizers ―pulled 

out all the stops.‖
418

 Each fall, spectators of ‗Warriors Day at Coe Hill‘ see 

dozens of historic military vehicles join marching bands and colour guards to 

celebrate the important role of county military units over the years. The year 

2012 was no exception as at least 50 military vehicles, eight parachutists from 

CFB Trenton and many displays were on hand.
419

 

Thanks to the Ontario Trillium Foundation, which provided $99,500, 

the community was able to rebuild the rink pad and boards in 2011, and 

purchase a Zamboni and sporting equipment. The Recreational Infrastructure 

Canada Program provided a grant of $158,266 to build the roof structure. As 

well, improvements are being made to the public beach on Wollaston Lake 

with the addition of a new change room and washroom facility and playground 

equipment. 

Like some other municipalities ―North of Seven,‖ Wollaston has a 

higher seniors' population and a lower income than the provincial average. 

Some retirees wish to move to the community and turn their cottages into four-

season residences, while having the same amenities as the city. However, the 

                                                           
417
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municipal tax base cannot support these additional services. A senior home 

‗Ironwood Pioneer Seniors Residence‘ with four units was scheduled to open 

in the fall of 2012. It is unique as it will be the first such residence in the 

county operating on a well and septic system. 

The area joined the search for new power sources in late June 2011, 

when Coe Hill Gold, near the Wollaston-Faraday township boundary, installed 

solar panels to feed electricity into the Hydro grid under the Ontario ―feed in 

tariff program –‗ FIT‘ for short.‖ Others followed suit. 

Wollaston Township can be described as ‗a successful blend of old and 

new … a place building a future on the rich history of the past.‘
420

 

  

                                                           
420

Wollaston Heritage Inc. 



255 
   

14. Limerick Township 
421

  

  

During the summer of 2012, Limerick Township celebrated the 125
th

 

anniversary of its incorporation in 1887. Many long-term residents gathered to 

hear congratulations offered by MP Daryl Kramp, MPP Todd Smith, and 

Hastings County Warden Rick Phillips. On display were many historical 

exhibits reminding citizens and visitors of the township‘s past. 

In 1966, I wrote that the key to the future development of Limerick 

Township with a population of only 224 people could be the township‘s 

―wonderful maze of sparkling lakes and a growing tourist industry.‖ This is 

still true. Today, Limerick remains the least populated township in Hastings 

County, with a permanent population (listed in the 2021 census) of only 388. 

This is augmented by a seasonal population of nearly 1,000, attracted by the 

network of 15 sparkling lakes, many rivers, and forests. It is through this 

seasonal portion of the population that future growth probably depends. As the 

cottagers reach retirement age, a proportion of them are moving from the city 

to the lake, turning their Limerick summer residences into permanent 

dwellings.  

The municipality is located at a height of land with rivers flowing 

southwest to the Trent River and north into the Madawaska River. It is ―one of 

the most mountainous and heavily timbered townships‖ in the county and 

lumbering and tourism remain the two main activities.
422

 Deer and other 

wildlife are common and the subject of controlled hunting. Tourists visit the 

network of lakes regularly to fish and engage in water sports. 

One of Limerick‘s attractions is the 458-acre McGeachie Conservation 

Area, a relatively old growth forest on the north side of Steenburg Lake. 

Donated in two stages – the first 358 acres in 1994 – to the Crowe Valley 

Conservation Authority by Jack and Ethel McGeachie, it features acres of 

wetland, a creek, beaver ponds, mature forests, and nature trails. Flora and 

fauna have been identified to the public along the trails, and evidence of 

animal and bird life is everywhere. Moreover, the conservation area includes 

the historic ‗Drinkwater Cabin,‘ an 1860s‘ homestead (now rebuilt to provide a 

large and fully equipped cottage that the Crowe Valley Conservation Authority 

can rent to visitors). Growing up on this property, Jack had numerous tales to 

tell and did so, in a book he wrote called ―Giddup Miss Daisy.‖ (Daisy was the 

farm‘s working horse and also the focus of some of Jack‘s interesting 

recollections).
423
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There are three ratepayers associations in the township. Initiated by the 

late John Parkins after a general meeting in 1971, the Limerick Waterways 

Ratepayers Association is an association of cottagers on Limerick, St. Ola, and 

adjacent lakes. The Steenburg Lake Community Association includes members 

from both Limerick Township and Tudor and Cashel, since the line between 

the townships bisects the lake. It was formed about 1960 and remains an active 

focus for activities around the lake. The Tri-Lakes Conservation was formed to 

represent the interests of the owners on Robinson, Spring, and Brinklow lakes. 

As in other cottage municipalities, some members of council are 

cottagers and maintain permanent residences outside the township. This 

sometimes results in permanent residents feeling that their local interests are 

diluted. There has been much effort to meld the issues so that both groups are 

effectively represented. During the 2010 election, electors selected three 

permanent residents and two seasonal residents as council members. All 

council members have made a conscientious effort to respond to the needs and 

wishes of both groups. Some candidates called for more events to bring the 

two groups closer together. 

The greatest challenge to council comes from the limited budget 

available and the increasing financial and administrative demands of upper tier 

governments. Roads are certainly the largest local expense, requiring an 

increasingly demanding standard in both winter and summer, and providing 

service to local, seasonal, and logging industry requirements. As a result, the 

township must maintain many kilometres of roads servicing the forested tracts, 

but for which little or no revenue is received. Just as with many small 

municipalities in Ontario, other levels of government set rates and demands, 

which result in about 50 per cent of property tax revenues flowing out of the 

local area, and thus being unavailable to benefit the local ratepayers. 

A history of the township from 1888 to 1954 was written by the late 

Mrs. Thomas A. Ham of Steenburg. She described how her parents arrived in 

the township in the 1880s and settled on Lot 16 in Concession 4. At that time, 

the township was ―completely covered with timber, pine and maple on the high 

land and cedar, spruce and balsam on the low land or swamps as they were 

called.‖ After clearing some land, they constructed a log shanty. Mrs. Ham 

wrote that the best maple trees were ―reserved for making sugar and syrup‖ 

and ―most every farmer raised his own pork, which was the principal meat in 

those days.‖ The detailed history covered economic and social developments 

and described many of Limerick‘s people and buildings.
424
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Certainly, the residents are proud of their history. Nowhere is this more 

evident than in the hamlet of Ormsby.
425

 Since 2003, twin brothers Gary and 

Ernie Pattison, along with their families, have helped transform this ‗wee‘ 

village (population 20) from one of six ‗ghost towns‘ along this stretch of the 

Old Hastings Road, into a busy community and popular tourist site. Musicians 

and artists both, Gary and Lillian own and operate The Old Hastings 

Mercantile & Gallery, housed in Ormsby‘s original general store. Its whimsical 

rooms brim with hundreds of fun and useful gift ideas.  To walk through the 

door is to ―step back in time.‖ 

The one-room school has been restored by Ernie and Debbie, and given 

new life as ‗The Old Ormsby Schoolhouse ―Educated Dining‖ & Tea Room.‘ 

The three remaining century buildings include St. Bernadette‘s Catholic 

Church (1899), still offering weekly summer mass, the Ormsby Presbyterian 

Church (1904), and St. Mary‘s Anglican Church (1898), now a private 

residence. 

Shortly after opening their business, Gary and Lillian assumed 

responsibility for the former Presbyterian Church, the small red brick building 

having been unused since the mid-1990s. It was the family of John Martin who 

donated the land for the church more than a century ago, and it is his great-

grandson, Kevin Martin, who now delivers inspirational messages at the 

anniversary services.
426

 In 1925, the congregation joined the United Church 

and continued operating through the 1960s. At that time, facing closure, the 

small congregation assumed control of the church and returned it to its 

Presbyterian heritage. Declining enrolment forced its closure in the late 1970s, 

and following a brief resumption of special services, it was closed again in 

1995. 

In 2004, on its 100
th

 anniversary, the church was re-opened. The Rev. 

Dr, Arthur Currie, a past moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Canada and a 

long-time cottager from Wollaston Lake, participated, as he has done at many 

of the services since. A year later, Gary and Lillian restored the interior to its 

original tin walls and ceiling, oil lamps and wood-burning stove, and renamed 

it The Old Ormsby Heritage Church. The church holds special services 

annually, including the anniversary and very popular Christmas carol services. 

With oil lamps lit and wood fire blazing, these services feature special music 

provided by local accomplished musician-composer Howard Baer leading the 

hymns on the old electrified pump organ. Guests include some of Canada‘s 

finest musicians. There are so many people coming from far and near, that 

there are now two Christmas services to accommodate the crowds. 

The third special event is the Pioneer Church service held in late 

summer. These services were initiated by Allen C. Hilgendorf from the 
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Bancroft area, described as ‗a Shantymen missionary.‘ He welcomes everyone 

―to join in, with … or without a horse.‖
427

 

Once again, as one might imagine in years gone-by, there are horses 

carrying riders or pulling wagons arriving at the church and tethered at one of 

the new hitching posts or in the corral, these days all carefully marked with 

‗Horse Parking Only‘ signs. 

Given the spirit of the residents of Ormsby and other centres, Limerick 

Township should face the future with confidence. 
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15. Faraday Township 
428

 

 

Faraday Township was described in 2005 by Councillor Bob Ferguson 

as ―the jewel‖ of all the townships in North Hastings and many people would 

agree, including the multitude of seasonal dwellers who live in the township 

during the summer and fall months. Hundreds of summer visitors join the 

permanent cottagers and summer visitors on the lake land alongside Highway 

28 and elsewhere to enjoy ―the quiet beauty of our lakes, river and forests.‖
429

 

In fact, the township has over 30 lakes of different sizes, rivers, and many 

country roads, all important attractions for tourists. In recent years, 

snowmobiling, cross-country skiing and ice fishing have attracted increasing 

numbers of winter visitors. 

The headwaters of the Crowe River are located in the Paudash Lake 

region of Faraday. That area was originally frequented by local First Nations 

people and later by their descendants and the township‘s first European settlers.   

Extensive mineral deposits (including marble and uranium) remain 

available and many types of local rock and mineral specimens are eagerly 

sought by collectors. While the township ―lays claim to being the core of a rich 

uranium lode, its last mine, Madawaska Mines Ltd. closed in 1982.‖
430

 Earlier, 

large slabs or blocks of beautiful marble from Faraday‘s quarries were shipped 

out by rail to be used in floors and walls of many prominent public and private 

buildings in Toronto and elsewhere. 

Today, collectors eagerly seek samples of rocks and minerals from 

Faraday‘s former mines and outcroppings. One popular site is the former Silver 

Crater Mine, 12 kilometres west of Bancroft, which provides classic samples 

of betafite (a radioactive mineral) at reasonable prices. 

Logging and lumbering were responsible for early settlement in the 

township. They continue to be viable and major businesses in Faraday and 

remain an important part of the local economy.  

Faraday Township is one of the few unchanged municipalities in North 

Hastings (following the wave of amalgamations that came into effect in 2001). 

A five-person council governs it. Reeve Carl Tinney originally served as a 

councillor (1971-1972) and deputy reeve (1973-1974 as one of the senior 

members of county council. Deputy-reeve Marg Nicholson, a native of the 

town of Bancroft, has been employed by the town in the position of deputy 

clerk/administrative assistant. First elected to council in 1997, she has been 

                                                           
428

Continued from Volume One, pages 338-340.   
429

E-mail from Brenda Vader, Faraday clerk-treasurer, March 15, 2011. 
430

Faraday Website sponsored by Community Futures Development Corporation of North & 

Central Hastings and South Algonquin, www.faraday.ca/about.php.  20/08/2011. 

http://www.faraday.ca/about.php
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deputy reeve of Faraday since 2003. Her knowledge and experience in the 

municipal field have proven advantageous. 

Hopes to have a history of Faraday prepared for its centennial year in 

1991 were unsuccessful.  

Today, the township‘s website extends a warm welcome. It reads, 

―Come and experience a different kind of lifestyle. Stay for a week or a 

lifetime!" 
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16. Town of Bancroft 
431

 

 

―Welcome to Bancroft … Ontario‘s Most Talented Town‖ and ―A Four 

Season Playground‘‖ reads the introduction to the town‘s official website. The 

community gained its recognition as ―Ontario‘s Most Talented Town‖ in a 

contest sponsored by TVO‘s Studio 2 in June 2004. Bancroft generates its own 

arts scene and the area offers a variety of arts activities. These have included 

Theatrics Summer Theatre (operated for some years at The Village Playhouse 

by leading thespians Betty and Barry Lambeck and more recently by Margaret 

and Don Hughes) and art exhibits at the Bancroft Art Gallery. In May 2011, the 

Hon. Leona Dombrowsky announced a Trillium Foundation grant of $21,600 

to the Art Gallery for its Street Art Project. Students in grades 7 and 8 worked 

with local artists to create murals displaying the history of seven streets. 
432

 

Other groups and individuals have provided funding for the Village Playhouse 

– including a $1,000 donation in 2011 from the North Hastings Community 

Choir. Such grants recognize the importance of the Village Playhouse, a 

building that was once the local jail, courthouse and library. 

 Although the uranium boom of the 1950s and 1960s is now history 

(the Faraday Uranium Mine was the last to close, shutting down in 1982), 

Bancroft is called the ―Mineral Capital of Canada‖. Over 1,600 different 

mineral species in 10,000 identified deposits in southern Ontario have been 

located in this part of the province and the annual ―Rockhound Gemboree‖ in 

August attracts thousands of people from around the world.
433

 A mini-mineral 

display is located in the Bancroft and District Chamber of Commerce Centre 

throughout the year.  

 Given the success of the mineral show and the importance of local 

hunting, the first in what is planned to be an annual series of Gun and Hunting 

Shows was held in June 2011. Over a hundred vendors participated. 

The first local elk hunt in more than a century took place recently. 

Although archaeological evidence suggests that elk entered southern Ontario 

thousands of years ago, they disappeared by the mid-1800s because of over-

hunting and pressure from human settlement. In 2000, elk were reintroduced to 

the Bancroft area and today, some 400 roam freely through the area. In fact, of 

the four areas in Ontario where elk were reintroduced, Bancroft has had the 

greatest success rate, a success celebrated on June 3, 2011, when the Fish and 
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Wildlife Heritage Commission hosted an awards ceremony and presented 

appreciation plaques to those who had helped the Elk Restoration Program.
434

 

The elks‘ presence is not without its opponents. Neighbouring farmers 

complain of damage to crops. 
435

 Some farmers have set up the North Hastings 

& Area Farmers and Landowners Association to challenge the provincial 

government‘s introduction of elk and wild turkeys. The association‘s view is 

that these animals provide food for the growing numbers of bears, wolves and 

coyotes and that, in turn, these animals devastate the farmers‘ crops and 

livestock.
436

 

Another annual event that attracts many sportsmen from the Bancroft 

area is the Victoria Day Trout Derby in nearby Algonquin Park. In 2011, at the 

28
th

 annual event, the top prizes, including the coveted Gordon Towes 

Memorial Trophy, went to Brandon Towes for his ten pound, four and a half 

ounce trout. Gordon Towes had been a founder of the derby. 
437

   

Bancroft has its own fish hatchery – the North Hastings Community 

Fish Hatchery on Hysert Road. It was constructed in 2007-2008 because some 

citizens believed that Bancroft ―was slowly ceasing to be a first class 

destination for fishing.‖ 
438

 The effects of climate change led the organizers to 

raise ―a locally adapted, unique genetic strain of lake trout.‖ ―Eggs are 

collected from local lakes, raised at our hatchery and then used to enhance 

local lake trout fisheries.‖ The community, volunteer-based hatchery has 

federal charitable status.   

A picturesque community on the banks of the York River, Bancroft has 

capitalized on the surrounding tourist areas to become ―A Place for All 

Seasons.‖ One of the most exciting sporting activities in Eastern Ontario has 

taken place for 35 years in the Bancroft area – the Rally of the Tall Pines. A 

featured event in ―the extreme sport of Performance Rally Racing,‖ the 2005 

event attracted more than 5,000 spectators and was described as the ―largest 

rally in Ontario‘s history.‖ Forty teams started, but only 23 finished. The others 

went off the road, blew engines or turbos, lost wheels, rolled, ran out of gas, or 

suffered mechanical and other problems. One car hit a bridge. The final four 

stages took place in darkness in remote areas on icy and snowy roads, at speeds 

well over 100 kilometres per hour at times. Rally fans built fires so they could 

keep warm and cheer on the competitors. 
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Providing motor transport of a different kind is the function of the not-

for-profit Bancroft Community Transit (BCT). At its annual meeting on June 8, 

2011, supporters learned that BCT had gained partnerships with several local 

agencies and Renfrew County. BCT had purchased a 2008 van and thanked its 

25 volunteer drivers. 
439

 

Positive changes in Bancroft over the past half-century have included 

the establishment of a Loyalist College satellite campus (1984), a change in 

status from village to town (1995), the opening of the Village Playhouse (1995), 

the amalgamation of Bancroft and Dungannon Township (2001), and the 

building of the new hospital (Quinte Health Care North Hastings) attached to 

the Centennial Manor Long Term Care facility (2002), improvements to the 

water and waste treatment plants, a new K-8 school and the repair of the 

Bridge Street bridge in 2014. 

Long-range planning continues for a new municipal office and public 

library. The present library, described as ―your doorway to discovery,‖ is 

located in a former Bell Communications Centre and rumour has it that it was 

‗built bombproof in its day.‘ Previously, it had shared space with the jail and 

other departments in the present Village Playhouse. 

One of council‘s priorities has been the development of park areas, 

playgrounds, and trails along the York River. Places of interest include the 

York River Millennium Band Shell (a traditional log structure), the North 

Hastings Heritage Museum, the Vance Farm Park, and Hawk‘s Watch located 

on the top of the Eagle‘s Nest – one of the most spectacular views in the county. 

There is a panoramic view of the York River Valley and the countryside 

beyond. 

―Welcome to Sustainable Bancroft ... Work with us to make Bancroft a 

leader in rural sustainability in Ontario.‖ These words introduce a pamphlet 

explaining that Bancroft has made a ―commitment to become more sustainable.‖ 

After two and a half years of work, a group of 40 citizens, working with a 

consultant, developed a vision of where they want the community to be in 

2040. They created 16 different sustainability themes. Under the theme 

―History and Heritage‖, the pamphlet reads, ―We are aware of local history and 

how it shaped our region. We celebrate heritage and cultural diversity, and 

protect heritage buildings, sites and natural landscapes.‖
440

 Although few 

specific questions were drafted, few other county municipalities have done 

such a detailed process to look ahead that far into the future. 

Has Sustainable Bancroft been worthwhile? ―Yes‖. For example, Don 

Koppin realized that what was needed to restore the age-worn railway station 

and similar projects was a ―checklist that he could use to see if the proposed 

project was in line with the Town‘s vision for sustainability. Now nine months 
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later, the Bancroft Railway Station Restoration Project is a shining example.‖ 

First built a little over a century ago and in use until the last train left in 1975, 

the heritage building is being preserved. A $345,000 grant from the Legacy 

Fund of the Department of Canadian Heritage in the spring of 2011 is helping 

to provide almost half of the necessary funding. The grant also will help to 

celebrate the 150
th

 anniversary of the opening of the first post office at York 

River, the former name of Bancroft. The community will provide construction 

materials and volunteer labour. The Youth Wise program, a branch of Service 

Canada worked in the summer preparing the old station for its removal. The 

process included a series of community volunteer Work-Bees. The first one 

(June 23, 2011) saw 19 souls braving the heat to lend a hand. In four hours, 

they dismantled the baggage shed, a section so rotten that it had to be 

demolished. Once rebuilt, the station will house the Regional Tourist 

Information Centre, the Bancroft and District Chamber of Commerce and the 

Bancroft Gem and Mineral Museum.
441

 

Meanwhile, other citizens worked to develop a brochure called ―Built 

Green‖ that is designed to put the Sustainable Bancroft vision into advice that 

anyone can use. The Cultural Coalition in North Hastings drew up a list of the 

top ten things a municipality can do to support culture and offered the list to 

other communities.  

Many local business owners are working through the Bancroft Business 

Improvement Area (BBIA) to develop the area ―into a thriving tourist 

destination that fully supports its year-round businesses and residents.‖ 

Considerable information on the area has been gathered and much is available 

on line at www.northhastings.com. The BBIA is now moving toward 

completing a Strategic Plan. 

As Bancroft entered the year 2014, residents found that their town 

government had initiated a project called ‗Destination Bancroft.‘ In partnership 

with the Bancroft & District Chamber of Commerce, the Bancroft Business 

Improvement Area, and the provincial government, ‗Destination Bancroft,‘ 

would include ―the creation of a conceptual plan for Riverside Park, 

Millennium Park and the area between Bridge and Station Streets along the 

Heritage Trail.‖ Further public input was invited for a meeting early in 2014.
442

 

Communications in the area have improved. The Bancroft Times 

continues to be an outstanding example of a community/regional newspaper. 

Celebrating its 120
th

 anniversary in 2014, the paper is proud of its reputation as 

a successful, ―independent, locally owned newspaper ... a breed apart from the 

corporate norm.‖
443

 Now, local radio has joined the paper. In 1975, Quinte 

Broadcasting of Belleville opened CJNH 1240 (North Hastings). After a few 
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years, it gave way to Moose FM CHMS 97.7. For some times, Moose and The 

Bancroft Times shared a popular and sometimes controversial commentator 

with Sun Media, publishers of The Toronto Sun. Mark Bonokoski, a resident of 

―the quiet of Hastings Highlands‖ spends part of the week in the Bancroft area 

and part of the week as ―an editorial sniper‖ in Toronto and Ottawa. Here, he 

commented on the advantages and disadvantages of local life in the Bancroft 

area. No fan of Dalton McGuinty and the province‘s Liberal government, he 

pulled no punches and became employed by the Conservative party. 

Moose FM made more news in 2011 when it held an Open House on 

June 20 to celebrate the renovation and entirely new look to the interior of its 

offices. Later that year, Moose FM held its third annual Hospital Radio-a-Thon 

to raise funds to help pay for four new heart monitors for the North Hastings 

Hospital. Collaborating with the Hospital Auxiliary, the event raised $36,000 

of the necessary $86,000. Also heard in Bancroft are CBC Radio One and UCB 

Canada, while both CBC TV and Global TV are available. ―Beaming Bancroft 

to the Universe – Art-Rocks-Nature‖ is the theme for Bancroft-TV.ca. Its 

programs feature the Rockhound Gemboree and related topics, including 

profiles on artists, scenic locations, unique shops and places of interest.   

 The Bancroft Chamber of Commerce has been active for 30 or more 

years. On June 4, 2011, The Bancroft Times noted that the group would 

celebrate its 30
th

 birthday in 2011. However, a week later, Ken Willcocks wrote 

to say that there was ―a thriving Chamber of Commerce‖ when he arrived in 

1968 and that there had been 84 members in 1967. As Ken noted, ―History, and 

those who create it, are soon lost. What a great research project for students 

this summer!‖
444

 Subsequently, Barry Martin, a former president, recalled the 

Chamber‘s efforts to keep Faraday Uranium Mines open. Two delegations 

went to Toronto, but Ontario Hydro had committed itself to buying uranium 

elsewhere and the mine closed.
445

   

An era in Bancroft‘s history ended on September 1, 2005, when the 

Martin Brothers Lumber Company Limited sold the Bancroft IGA Plaza, 

thereby ending its last commercial activities. Founded by the late Whitney 

Martin, the company had been in business in Bancroft and elsewhere for over 

80 years. 

Another era ended on June 29, 2011, when school reorganization led to 

the final graduation of students from North Hastings Senior Elementary. 

Earlier in 2005, after 19 months of uncertainty following the production 

shutdown and layoff of close to a hundred employees, G-P Flakeboard 

announced its permanent closure. It had been the area‘s largest employer. 

 Uncertainty surrounding the future of the Bancroft power plant ended 

in the summer of 2012 when Bracebridge Generation Ltd. took over its 
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operation from Bancroft Light and Power Co. (BLPC). The new owners 

expressed their sympathy for what the Town of Bancroft had been through in 

trying to make its recent upgrades (costing some $2,500,000) work and its 

investment pay off. The new owners will be receiving 6.9 cents per kilowatt-

hour under their Green Energy Heritage Contract with the Ontario Power 

authority instead of the 6.0 cents the previous owners received.
446

 The 

Bracebridge company is wholly owned by five municipalities. 

While it has experienced some major business losses, Bancroft has also 

been successful in attracting and supporting new and existing retail activity. 

New or expanded businesses include Canadian Tire, Home Hardware, Sobeys 

and No Frills. 

 In addition, boutiques abound and this writer and his wife have always 

found attractive and interesting items in stores ranging from Stedman‘s (an 

example of the disappearing general store) to Ashlie‘s Books. 

An era also ended when Dr. Volker Lehinant died in 1997. He had 

arrived in 1953 from Europe and practised medicine in the area for 40 years. 

He especially enjoyed delivering babies and visiting the elderly and shut-ins. 

In his free time, he flew over the area in his small plane and watched for the 

bedsheets the nurses placed on the lawn of the Red Cross Outpost Hospital, as 

a signal that he was needed. In his memory, his widow, Herta, donated $50,000 

towards the funding of a Hospice House for north Hastings and early in 2006, 

the campaign to raise $200,000 went over the top. 

Bancroft lost a legendary citizen with the death of Henry Taylor on 

April 19, 2006, at the age of 101 years and seven months, to the day. Born in a 

log cabin near Boulter, Taylor had close connections with the very roots of the 

local logging industry. To quote reporter Barry Hendry, Taylor ―knew about log 

drives and driving log laden sleighs through the snow to the river.‖ Later, as an 

expert carver, he crafted such scenes and these models are displayed in the 

Bancroft Heritage Museum. The museum also houses memorabilia from his 

days ―as a ranger who sat in fire towers, fought forest fires or sought out those 

who had started them.‖ 

Bancroft has had some distinguished citizens as mayors over the years. 

These have included Lloyd Churchill (former owner of the Bancroft IGA), 

Charles Mullett (former owner and operator of Mullett Bus Lines for 25 years), 

and Bernice Jenkins. When Churchill left council after 22 years of service in 

municipal government as councillor, reeve and mayor, council renamed 

Sparrow Park ‗Churchill Park‘ in his honour. He also had served as president 

of ROMA, the Rural Ontario Municipal Association. 

 Like many local municipalities, Bancroft has been served by some 

outstanding long-time employees. For example, at the end of July 2011, Barry 
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Wannamaker retired after 33 years of service. He started with the Bancroft 

Public Utilities Commission in September 1978. He then joined the town staff 

in 1983 to run the sewer treatment plant, became director of public works, 

assistant administrator, and finally CAO in 1995.
447

 

Noted comedian Jim Carrey, famous for his facial mobility and star of 

many featured films, is among the area‘s distinguished part-time residents.
448

 

Wikipedia reports that he owns a retreat ―in the Bancroft area‖ and residents 

confirm that he is seen from time to time driving to a gas station or elsewhere. 

When children wave at him, he returns the greeting. He is friendly, but grateful 

that his privacy is respected. When he tried to enlist the support of Bancroft 

council a few years ago to have the Ontario Geographic Names Board (OGNB) 

rename Lake McGibbon in Dungannon Ward Lake Jane, after his daughter, 

Jane, council denied the request. According to Bancroft councillor Peter 

Whitehead, ―The name of the lake is an old family name long established, the 

OGNB‘s own mandate says it doesn‘t like naming lakes after still-living people, 

and Jim Carrey‘s daughter Jane is very much alive.‖
449

 

Adam Bishop, the grandson of former mayor Lloyd Churchill, is a 

Bancroft musician who is making a name for himself. A young tenor, he has 

delighted audiences in Canada, the United States and Austria in the Art Song, 

Oratorio and Operatic genres and has performed for HRH Prince Andrew, 

Duke of York. 

Carrey and Bishop are two of a great many people who appreciate the 

spectacular beauty of nature and the Four Season Playground to be found in 

Bancroft. 

The ongoing enthusiasm and generosity of Bancroft‘s citizens can be 

seen in the town‘s efforts to be named ―Kraft Hockeyville‖ in 2011 and 2012. 

In the most recent contest, the town finished 15
th 

in Canada. Some promotions 

on facebook renamed the town ―Bankraft‖ and said that Bancroft deserved to 

win, because the North Hastings High School Huskies had just won gold at the 

COSSA hockey championship. After the town was eliminated, facebook 

writers generously suggested that their backers should support Stirling, the 

eventual winner. In the House of Commons, MP Daryl Kramp congratulated 

both of the towns in his riding for their strong finishes in the contest. 

The citizens of Bancroft are devoted to their town. On April 15, 2011, 

the North Hastings volunteer firefighters helped unveil their new rescue van at 

the Bancroft Fire Hall. Almost $14,000 of the purchase price was raised at the 

unveiling ceremony. Another major community project is the restoration of the 
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town‘s railway station, which will serve the area in a variety of ways. 

‗Ontario‘s most talented town‘ faces the future with confidence. 
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17. Township of Carlow Mayo 
450

 

 

When Historic Hastings was published in 1966, Carlow and Mayo 

were separate townships, each with a population of less than 400. Only 

Limerick Township had a smaller population in Hastings County. 

Today, Carlow and Mayo form a single municipality with a population 

slightly over 900. On January 1, 2001, the two former townships were 

amalgamated into one municipality. This was a reminder that in the years from 

1870 to 1890, they had been The United Townships of Carlow and Mayo. 

Once known for its lumbering and mining industry, it is now known as a 

vacation destination with its ―panorama views and pristine lakes, hosting new 

bed and breakfast establishments, resorts and camping sites.‖ Whereas in 

pioneer days, the Little Mississippi and York Rivers provided lumbermen with 

opportunities to move their logs to market, today they provide canoeists with a 

variety of challenges. 

In 2010, history was made as the Township of Carlow/Mayo elected its 

first female reeve. Although having no experience in municipal government, 

Reeve Bonnie Adams of Wannamaker Lake was described as bringing “a 

wealth of private sector and management experience to the council.‖ A retired 

Bell Canada manager, she defeated Dave Panabaker, a long-time reeve. She 

was still reeve after the 2018 election. 

Given the sparse population of the township, council faces serious 

financial challenges, including the replacement of expensive infrastructure. 

The York River Bridge was replaced in 2005 and the Alder Creek Bridge in 

2008. The cost of each bridge was divided among the provincial, federal and 

municipal governments, with each level contributing a third of the cost. In 

addition, repairs were completed on the Little Mississippi River Bridge. 

The township has two community/evacuations centres. The Mayo 

Community Centre, built in the early 1950s by volunteers and financed by the 

Women‘s Institute, is now owned by the township. Recent renovations have 

been completed with the assistance of funding from all three levels of 

government. It is home to the Little Mississippi Senior Citizens Club. The club 

provides various activities and people come from miles around to square dance. 

The centre also has a very active Recreation Committee, which is famous for 

its annual wildlife dinner. 

The Carlow Community Centre was the former Fort Stewart School. It 

closed in 1970, the students went to Hermon Public School, and the township 

purchased the building in 1972. The current council is considering renovations, 

while continuing to preserve such historical features as the original blackboard, 
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archival records and the original bell from the Fraser Lake School (donated by 

the late Paul Fretz). 

In addition to elementary classes, the public school at Hermon houses 

the Carlow/Mayo Public Library. A large Mennonite community in the area has 

a school/church in Hermon. 

Township residents have faced environmental problems from time to 

time. For example, on the evening of August 2, 2006, the township 

experienced an F2 tornado, which caused destruction wherever it touched 

down. It destroyed one residence, two barns and a garage. Two other 

residences were damaged and many bush/wooded areas were levelled. The 

residence of Roy and Elsie Hall was destroyed. Mr. Hall recalls that on the 

evening of August 2 it began to rain very heavily. He told his wife that he was 

going upstairs to close a window. As he made his way back downstairs, he 

noticed it was very quiet. He then heard a loud roar. At first, he thought the TV 

downstairs had blown up. The noise lasted for a couple of minutes and then 

everything was quiet again. The tornado had blown off the roof of his house 

and insulation had flown by him. 

Roy‘s barn and garage were ―heaps of rubble.‖ Of the 40 sheep (owned 

by Donald Douglas) housed in the barn, 39 were found alive, huddled in a 

small corner. Volunteers removed them successfully. 

The township road crew led by road superintendent Charlie Mackey 

were the first people to arrive on site. Mr. Hall said, ―The people who helped 

were amazing; they came with backhoes, dump trucks, and all sorts of 

equipment. There were trees down all over his property, broken hydro poles, 

steel from his barn was wrapped around large maple trees, and spruce trees 

were twisted and shredded like toothpicks.‖
451

 Jim and Phyllis McEathron lost 

their barn, truck and camper. 

On August 20, 2009, another tornado touched down, uprooting 

kilometres of trees from southwest of Bancroft to Mayo Lake Road. 

Fortunately, only bush and wooded areas were damaged. Liz and Glen Gaunce 

were forced to stay in their car overnight due to downed power lines. Gary 

Dillabough, a local logger, remarked, ―Mother Nature did her own harvesting.‖ 

Forty years earlier, Gary and his brother Wayne had reforested the property 

with red pine.  

―Truly a hunter‘s paradise‖ is a description that fits Carlow Mayo. The 

area is home to abundant wildlife, including deer, moose, bear, rabbits, and 

wild turkeys. Cardiff Budarick said, ―It‘s not uncommon to look out and see a 

flock of a dozen or more wild turkeys in my fields.‖ Mayo was selected as the 

release site for the Elk Restoration Project. On January 9, 2000, 70 elk from 

Alberta‘s Elk Island National Park were released into the woodlands, as part of 
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a province-wide initiative to reintroduce elk, absent from North Hastings for a 

century. Fifty elk followed the next year. Early in 2006, the Quinte Elk 

Restoration Committee estimated that there were between 250 and 300 elk in 

the herd and that some elk had strayed as far south as Highway 401. The most 

recent estimates put the number between 500 and 750. Researchers have 

attached GPS collars to some animals so that their movements can be tracked 

and the committee provides food to help a herd winter at Hartsmere, under the 

care and watchful eye of ―Elk Man‖ Joe Neuhold. 

The Elk Restoration Project was made possible by the cooperative 

efforts of government agencies, conservation groups, businesses, volunteers 

and funding agencies. A plaque in North Hastings commemorates the 

community spirit, which contributed ―to restoring a legacy.‖ 

As many farmers will testify, there is an adverse side to the elk success 

story. To quote Elson Ruddy of New Carlow: ―A farm crop can be completely 

destroyed overnight by a herd of elk. Fences that hold cattle, sheep and horses 

are no match for a group of 30 to 50 elk. They devastate crops and stored feed, 

but my greatest fear is that on some dark foggy night after they have visited a 

farm (destroying fences) and some farmers‘ cows or horses get out and wander 

onto the roadway, a serious auto accident may occur and a precious life could 

be lost.‖   

According to Mr. Ruddy, ―approximately a dozen farmers have been 

put out of business by the elk to date. Farmers cannot absorb the loss of 

thousands of dollars in damages that are incurred annually. There is no 

compensation program for farmers or landowners … We say that elk are a 

beautiful animal, on someone else‘s land.‖ 

Because of the success of the Elk Restoration Project, the Ministry of 

Natural Resources held the first of what may be a series of annual elk hunts in 

2011 and is seeking ways to address the farmers‘ and landowners‘ issues. The 

results of the 2011 elk hunt in North Hastings revealed that 70 tags were drawn 

for the hunt and hunters ―harvested‖ 20 elk (11 bulls and 9 cows).
452

 

Elk sightings are relatively common in north Hastings, but there has 

been considerable debate about alleged sightings of another animal species – 

cougars (pumas). Between May and October in 2005, there were 14 sightings 

reported to The Bancroft Times. The Ministry of Natural Resources was slow 

to confirm the presence of cougars in the area. However, after four years of 

research, the ministry‘s lead cougar investigator released a report on March 16, 

2012 that confirmed the presence of these elusive big cats.
453

 

Bears can cause problems and the township issues Bear Alerts on such 

occasions. The Ministry of Natural Resources has coordinated a Bear Wise 

program based on four cornerstones: reporting, response, prevention, and 
                                                           
452

The Bancroft Times, November 3, 2011. 
453

The Bancroft Times, March 22, 2012. 



272 

awareness and education. Studies show that the vast majority of human-bear 

conflicts are the result of improperly stored garbage and residents are urged to 

use ―extra caution‖ at local dumps. 

With about half of the municipality still crown land, there are 

opportunities for eco-tourism. Rockhounds will find four former mine sites (all 

on private property), including the Burgess mine, an open pit operation whose 

ore was loaded with corundum crystals. Other mined minerals have included 

iron as well as white and green marble. Snowmobilers will find interesting 

trails, developed as part of the Hastings Heritage trail. 

Citizens of the area are interested in their history. Proof is found in the 

publication in 1977 of Carlow Township: Before the Memories Fade. Edited by 

Nila Reynolds and published by The Senior Citizens of Carlow Township, the 

New Horizons Program of the federal government and the provincial 

government‘s Wintario Program made the book possible. It made use of the 

many documents and pictures that had been collected earlier for the publication 

of Historic Hastings in 1967. It also was based on the writings of such people 

as Marion LaVoy, who had been the Carlow correspondent for the Bancroft 

Times for 59 years, commencing in April 1917. The 1977 book opened: ―In the 

beginning was the River Madawaska – restless, transient, yet eternally the 

same. By the very nature of their geographic relationship, the story of Carlow 

Township in North Hastings is the story of its tributaries. The York Branch and 

the Mississippi carried both native Indians and Europeans…‖
454

 

Karla Thompson collects human-interest stories, many of which 

involve the rivers. Local residents tell these stories ―with great zest‖. One such 

story talks about a moose falling through the ice on the York River at Slabtown. 

When the four rescuers (Dan Gabourie, Ivan Schutt, Mervin Kuno and Curtis 

Foster) ―reached the exhausted moose, they tried to get it up on the ice by 

putting a rope around its neck. During this process, two men fell into the icy 

water. Mervin had to cut a wedge in the ice to give him traction. Then Mervin 

and Curtis pulled the other two men out of the icy waters. They ended up 

cutting a channel to shore and walking the moose to shore. Mervin said, ‗Let‘s 

all rub it fast to get its circulation moving.‘‖ The moose seemed to know they 

were helping it, so it stood there for four hours before it walked off into the 

bush. The ice had worn the hair off of the moose‘s neck and when they saw it a 

year later, the hair on its neck had grown in white.‖ 

Other human-interest stories include the saga of Gillie Mackie. While 

checking his trap lines on the Little Mississippi River in 1982, his trap was 

caught under a large floating log. Trying to free the trap, he was thrown into 

the icy water, when the boat overturned. Gillie spent 13 long cold hours in the 

water until rescued by a search party organized by his wife Edna and led by 
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neighbour Stu Thompson. The searchers found him three miles down the river. 

He had tied himself to a tree with his belt, ―to keep from falling asleep and 

slipping into the water‖. He was 75 years old at the time and suffered no ill 

effects. He continued on trapping for many years, but never forgot that 

horrendous day. 

In 2012, you still can recognize the family names of the early pioneers, 

which are documented in Historic Hastings (1967). ―The people in the 

township from New Carlow through to Mayo Lake are moving into the 21
st
 

century, but they continue with the community spirit of volunteerism, old 

traditions, stories and folklore. It was said best by a newcomer Debbie Deboo, 

who stated, ―My husband Art and I moved here in July 2007. Wealways liked 

the area, as we had camped here for 25 years. Moving here was the best thing 

we ever did. Carlow/Mayo has the most involved community atmosphere that 

we have ever experienced in our lives; the people here are beyond friendly and 

kind.‖   

Our closing words come from The Bancroft Times, which on June 30, 

2011, printed a full-page illustrated article entitled ―Requiem for the Boulter 

General Store.‖ Written by Mary Sheridan, who arrived in the community with 

her husband in 1988, the article saluted Dave and Dianne Peck who had 

provided ―30 years of devoted service to local residents and visitors 40 

kilometres northeast of Bancroft.‖ The article began: 

―The little white Boulter General store marked the crossroads and heart 

of our hamlet. The glory of Boulter was the great Maple tree beside the store – 

flaming red-orange in autumn or cooling green in summer. The general store-

post office-gas station was the whole of ‗downtown Boulter,‘ and the 

affectionate nickname ‗The Mayor of Boulter‘ aptly applied to storekeeper-

post master-service station manager Dave Peck. Dave and his wife Dianne 

managed the store for 30 years. This fall, the great maple tree split and fell, 

like an omen. This April Dave and Dianne retired and, and without a buyer, 

they closed the store for the last time. One hundred years of history – over. 

―Dave was more than just a storekeeper. He could be counted on for an 

emergency … In every way, the Boulter General Store was our commercial 

and communications centre. Mail came and went. Large packages were held 

for us, or Dave would drive them over. Gus Zylstra‘s great magazine, The 

Country Connection, was posted here for national distribution. A pay phone 

served visitors without cell phones. 

―On March 31
st
, the Boulter Post Office officially closed. The little 

cubicle at the back of the store was cleaned out. Empty. 

―Saturday, April 2
nd

 I stopped by the store at 7 p.m. because the lights 

were on. I bought a few things – ketchup, canned peas, biscuits – and asked 

Dave why he hadn‘t closed. ‗It‘s not 8 o‘clock yet. We always close at 8 … At 

7:59 I was the last customer, after 100 years. At 8 o‘clock Dave went to the 
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window and turned the ‗Open Sign‘ around to ‗Closed.‘ He pulled the window 

shades down with a thump and let me out. The door locked behind me. The 

lights went out.‖
455
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18.  Municipality of Hastings Highlands 
456

 

 

Hastings Highlands is the most northerly municipality in the county. It 

came into existence on January 1, 2001, when the Townships of Bangor, 

Wicklow & McClure, Township of Monteagle, and Township of Herschel 

amalgamated to form a single municipality. To quote historian and Councillor 

Lorraine Fell of Herschel Ward: 

―Since 1871, the year our five townships first became 

united, the winds of revision have blown us in many directions, 

driving us back to where we started … In one way, the reasons 

for joining forces back then are the same as they are now. We 

occupy a vast common rural environment comprised of 1,200 

square kilometres, a vast area causing the scattered settlements at 

the time to band together … In the year 1871, however, bridging 

the distance between the five settlements was probably more 

than the fledgling township could handle…‖ 
457

 

Accordingly, the union of 1871 was dissolved after only three 

years.  

Today, Hastings Highlands is the largest municipality in Hastings 

County. It is also the municipality with the highest rate of population growth 

over the past 45 years – 81.4 per cent. Township officials attribute this increase 

to greater development, particularly in the waterfront properties, and the fact 

that people, especially retirees, are making Hastings Highlands their permanent 

home. 

It is estimated that 65 per cent of the municipality‘s ratepayers have 

lake or waterfront property. These properties make up 70-80 per cent of the 

total residential assessment, a much higher percentage than most other 

municipalities. 
458

 

In the summer, cottage residents swell the year-round population of 

some 4,400 to perhaps over 15,000, giving Hastings Highlands the largest 

population of any municipality within the county for the summer months. 

Eight cottage associations represent the concerns of cottagers on such popular 

lakes as Baptiste, Papineau, and St. Peter.   

Ed Robertson, frontman for the popular group The Barenaked Ladies, is 

among the prominent Canadians who spend part of the year in the area. He and 

three passengers were ―really lucky‖ to have survived a float-plane crash in 

August 2008, when their plane went down on the Wasson property in the 

woods north of Bancroft. Robertson was taking off from Baptiste Lake when 
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the Cessna 206 lost airspeed and entered a wooded area west of the lake. It 

―was totalled, but all four occupants survived, managed to walk out of the 

woods and soon reported the crash.‖ The pontoons and other parts of the plane 

were removed over a bush road and the fuselage was taken out by helicopter.
459

 

An avid flyer, Robertson was host of a TV show ―Ed‘s Up‖, which 

documented his air travels. In February 2009, he was appointed as Honorary 

Colonel of 424 Transport and Rescue Squadron, 8 Wing Trenton. 

―Beautiful by Nature‖ is the website logo for Hastings Highlands. 

―Known for its rolling hills and sparkling lakes, Hastings Highlands offers a 

vacation escape to visitors of all ages. Rich in wildlife and superb vistas, our 

scenic roads invite a sense of freedom in every season.‖
460

 This website claim 

is supported by three scenic tour routes displaying the paths and waterways 

travelled by early settlers. 

Until recently, the website also highlighted a historical tour of 

Maynooth and a story by author/playwright Paul Kirby entitled ―The first 

couple hanged in Canada: The tragedy of Mary and Richard Aylward.‖ Special 

annual events include the Loggers Games on Labour Day weekends. 

The municipal office and council chamber are in the splendid new 

municipal building in Maynooth, officially known as the Hastings Highlands 

Centre. In addition, the municipality has four other Community Centres – 

Herschel, Musclow, Lake St. Peter, and Bangor. Six fire halls, staffed by eighty 

volunteers under full-time Fire Chief Jim Robinson provide fire protection. 

The majority of council members have experience in municipal 

government and/or other business-related backgrounds. For example, Ronald J. 

Emond (who began the term as mayor but stepped down in the middle of 2012) 

had been an administrator with the Pickering Township School Board and was 

in his second term as mayor. Deputy Mayor Vivian Bloom had several years of 

council experience and in 1980 was the first female council member for 

Bangor, Wicklow and McClure. She was sworn in as the new (and first female) 

mayor on April 11, 2012. If needed, she can turn for advice to her husband, 

Donald, a former mayor who served for almost a quarter century as clerk-

treasurer-tax collector and fire chief for Bangor, Wicklow and McClure, as 

well as holding other township posts. Two councillors represent each of the 

three wards.
461

 

From time to time, citizens get together to discuss matters of mutual 

importance. On July 7, 2011, the Bird‘s Creek Community Centre was the site 

of a meeting in which residents considered questions, such as ―What would 

you do if you were councillor for a day?‖ They also began a ―Strength, 
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Weakness, Opportunity, or Threat‖ (SWOT) questionnaire to consider 

suggestions from several studies. 

 Cottagers have considerable influence in local government. The 

township has more lakes than any other county municipality and cottagers 

want to protect their lakes. Cottages are expensive, though not as expensive as 

in the Muskokas or Kawarthas. Among the newest type of development is the 

‗Group of Seven Cottages‘ on Baptiste Lake. It is being developed by Chandler 

Point Corporation, self-described as ―Ontario‘s Leader in Shared Cottage 

Ownership.‖ In the summer of 2011, it began to offer one-tenth shares in a 

four-bedroom cottage for $56,900. It was a successful offering and within a 

year was over 95% sold.
462

 On Baptiste Lake, a custom-built 4,200 square foot, 

fully furnished four-bedroom cottage with a guest three-bedroom cottage listed 

for $684,900 in 2011.
463

 

Hastings Highlands, as a part of northern Hastings County, is involved 

in ―one of the most complex, and geographically largest, native land claims 

under active negotiation in Ontario.‖ The Algonquins of the area claim some 

36,000 square kilometres (8,900,000 acres) within the Ontario portion of the 

Ottawa and Mattawa River watersheds, including all of Algonquin Park. The 

Algonquins are able to make this comprehensive land claim because they never 

signed a treaty with any government. Other claims, such as the ones involving 

the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte are called ―specific land claims‖ for First 

Nations groups who did sign a treaty but feel that the treaty terms have not 

been fulfilled. 

This Algonquin claim in Ontario is the first comprehensive one in 75 

years and is status neutral, because it includes both status and non-status 

natives. After both the federal and provincial governments recognized the 

validity of the Algonquin claim, the treaty process began in earnest in the early 

1990s.
464

 There have been difficulties. The most recent problem is the claim of 

Algonquins in western Quebec that they should be party to the claim. Unless 

allowed to participate, they have vowed a court challenge to block the 

negotiations, or any agreement that does not include them. 

The Algonquin negotiating team, including representatives from the 

Bancroft area, has three aims – shared revenues, building capacity, and training 

and education for young people, as well as retraining for older people. They do 

not want any private land. They seek only Crown land and unpatented land. 

According to Algonquin representative Lynn Clouthier, ―The First Nations 

view is we‘re all part of the land – we don‘t own the land, we are of the land. It 

is leant (sic) to us by the Creator and Mother Earth. We don‘t own any part of 

it.‖ 
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The municipality‘s remoteness has led to other problems. The citizens 

and council faced a major issue a few years ago when the province 

―downloaded‖ a 30-kilometre section of Highway 62, making the municipality 

responsible for its maintenance, at an estimated annual cost of $500,000. In 

2006, council fought the decision and tried to have the provincial government 

‗upload‘ the highway between Maynooth and Combermere, but without 

success. 

The estimated cost to reconstruct the section of Highway 62 from 

Maple Leaf to Maynooth was $4,000,000, a sum far beyond the financial 

resources of Hastings Highlands.
465

 Whereas, in 1989 the municipality 

received $1.25 from the province for every dollar raised in local taxes, by 2009, 

it was receiving only 20 cents from the province. 

On the other hand, in recent years, the number of increased grants from 

federal and provincial governments has somewhat compensated for the 

increased cost of municipal operations. In 2009, Hastings Highlands received 

more grants than any other municipality in Hastings County. Build Canada 

Fund grants paid for three sand domes, one for each ward. About 11.6 

kilometres of the Musclow-Greenview Road and 16.1 kilometres of the 

Peterson Road were rebuilt at a cost of over $5,000,000. 

Perhaps the most striking example of cooperative funding is the new 

town hall complex in Maynooth, built at a cost of over $4,000,000 and opened 

in 2011. The building houses municipal government, an expanded library and 

other facilities. It should be able to accommodate changes and growth for 

many years. 

The Hastings Highlands Public Library moved from its former small 

basement room in the old municipal building into the new complex. At 

approximately 4,000 square feet, ―it has quickly grown into one of the finest 

examples in the province of collaboration between municipalities and the 

library working together to achieve great heights.‖
466

 The library has 

―expanded its mandate from providing books, computer services and resource 

materials, to also providing a small ‗internet café,‘ Parent and Child programs, 

and healthy living programs.‖ In 2011, the library went through ―an amazing 

growth of over 300 per cent in usership.‖ An intergenerational program brings 

senior citizens and young children together on a regular basis. So successful 

has the library been that it is to receive a provincial grant for Healthy Living, 

―the only library in Ontario to be given this grant for a second year of 

programming.‖ As Mayor Bloom has noted, ―Even those who opposed the 

building of the [Hastings Highlands] Centre now have to admit how it has 

turned our sleepy little hamlet into a ‗happening place.‘‖   
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Other recent grants included almost $2 million to build a new two-lane 

bridge over the Madawaska River, thus replacing the existing single-lane 

Siberia Road Bridge and up to $150,000 to build a playground park at the 

Herschel Community Centre.   

Such capital projects in 2001-2009 cost about $17 million dollars, but 

the cost to municipal ratepayers was just over $5 million, since the other levels 

of government covered two-thirds of the costs. Fewer local dollars would be 

needed in future years for capital projects. Moreover, these Build Canada Fund 

grants provided needed local jobs and stimulated growth. 

Like many municipal councils, the Hastings Highlands Council has 

expressed concern about the increasing cost of police (OPP) services, over 

which local councils have little control.  

Many of the changes in the communities of north Hastings have been 

recorded by local residents in The Bancroft Times.  One of the writers was 

Vivian Bloom, who served almost 36 years as Postmaster at Maynooth until 

her official retirement in the summer of 2011. Later the mayor of Hastings 

Highlands, she was a frequent contributor on historical matters, worked on a 

history of Maynooth, and helped visiting genealogists. Maynooth‘s 150
th

 

anniversary was celebrated at two parades – the 22nd annual Hastings 

Highlands Loggers Games on September 3
 
and the eighth

 
 annual Brighten the 

Night Christmas Parade on December 10. The official 150 year celebration on 

October 1 included displays, a meet and greet session at the new town hall, an 

afternoon tea and a celebration dinner for 200. It had been Vivian‘s original 

plan to include a walking tour of historical sites, similar to the walking tours 

she conducted every September 1 for more than 20 years. These tours had 

started as part of an event known as the Maynooth Madness Fair. The fair 

eventually turned into a farmers‘ market and her tours continued on their own. 

The walking tour on October 1, 2011 turned into a bus tour – in fact three bus 

tours – with requests for a fourth one, so popular had they become. 

The Maynooth area houses many diverse artisans and eclectic shops as 

well as a century-old general store. Artisans include Kevin Hockley who 

started his career doing mostly taxidermy, but has gone on to fashion superb 

dioramas depicting lives of Ontario‘s fish and wildlife with amazing reality. 

His work can be seen at the Algonquin Visitors Centre in Algonquin Park, the 

Smithsonian Institute, and on the History TV Channel. 

 

The Printed Word 

 

Wicklow Township, now Wicklow Ward in Hastings Highlands, was 

one of the earliest municipalities in the northern half of the county to have its 

own published history. In 1973, the Wicklow Research Committee published A 

Wee Bit of Wicklow.  The committee of five (Maisie Chidley, Alexis and 
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Marjorie Fentie, Marie Maschke and Shirlene Mayhew) produced a 178-page, 

nicely illustrated volume, ―with the help and cooperation of the council and the 

residents of Wicklow Township and Area: for which we thank you.‖ The book 

sold for $5.50 with a member‘s discount of 10 per cent. It covers local history 

in considerable detail, including notes on many families, arranged by 

concession and lot. One section deals with the Coughlans, owners of the area‘s 

first ―still‖. It was ―liberated‖ by a family member who saw it being moved 

from Madoc to Corbyville. ―As it was after dark, the movers left the still, and 

Mr. Coughlan hitched his team to it and dragged it home. As it couldn‘t be 

traced, the still was used to supply whiskey for the hotel at Maynooth, in the 

days of the ‗Old Bar.‘‖
467

 

As 2012 drew to a close, residents continued to show interest in their 

history. The new owners of the Arlington Hotel in Maynooth, then celebrating 

its 113
th

 year anniversary, continued to bring back some of the old decor – 

peeling back drywall to expose the wide tongue-and-groove pine panelling. 

Citizens continued to raise funds to help preserve the Maynooth railway station. 

This interest in local history and genealogy has continued so that the 

North Hastings Heritage Network was set up a few years ago to help 

those interested in learning about their family tree. On May 29, 2011, 

group members helped Rose Turncliffe and co-writer Bill Walton unveil the 

story of Rose, abandoned with her siblings in a log shack by their parents 

during the winter of 1949. It is the story of ―a life filled with trials and 

tribulations.‖
468

 

Earlier stories and legends involved the life and family of Chief John 

Baptiste and the legend of his son, Sam Baptiste. Lorraine Fell wrote about 

Sam Baptiste, his travels by canoe, and ―the sleepy settlement of Baptiste.‖
469

 

Barry Hendry related details of Chief John Baptiste, whose family members 

held their first family reunion on July 28, 2002. Some 150 people attended, 

among them about 150 direct descendants of the chief as well as their husbands 

and wives. Displays included copies of Baptiste‘s birth, military and death 

records. Information on Chief John Baptiste Senior showed that he was ―born 

in 1812 at Oka, Quebec, at a time when the church kept the records for that 

reserve.‖
470

   

There are still pioneers in the Highlands of Hastings. In the 2012 

summer issue of Country Roads, writer Michelle Annette Tremblay tells the 

dramatic story of Claire Tonack and Scott Laundry and two other couples in 
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―Off the Beaten Path: The new homesteaders of Hastings County.‖ Claire and 

Scott‘s off-grid log home overlooks Baptiste Lake. The logs were cleared from 

Scott‘s family lands and the windmill they built and solar panels provide ample 

electricity. A fourth generation Hastings Highlander, Scott is grateful for his 

family‘s help while they were gradually building their home. In the 1970s, 

Claire‘s parents moved from the city to the highlands and homesteaded on 100 

acres. Claire speaks proudly about growing up, walking to school, life with 

their two sons, the 10 varieties of tomatoes she is growing this year, and the 

orchard they are starting.   

The municipality‘s history fascinates its many residents and visitors, 

but they do not overlook the future. In fact, looking to the future, council states 

that ―Our goal for 2010 and for many years to come – is to adjust the tax rate 

only for the cost of living.‖ The fact that Maynooth has a new government 

building is only one step in making it a vibrant centre. As the council points 

out: 

―Maynooth, as the geographic centre of our municipality, is 

in need of a face-lift, an economic stimulus to revitalize the ‗down-

town‘ core. It needs to become a business centre to promote 

Hastings Highlands – as a vacation spot, a business opportunity, a 

preferred area to live, to work or raise a family.‖
471

  

The citizens and their council members are certainly working towards 

that goal. Also, some of the residents of the Highlands of Hastings are 

currently looking at the possibility of further amalgamations, perhaps with 

Bancroft. It remains to be seen what trends will affect the municipalities of 

Hastings in future years and what the county will look like in another half 

century. 
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19. Conclusion 

 

This book has been ―in the works‖ now for more than 12 years.  I 

started a first draft in 2006 and thought I had covered most of the material for 

the update to Historic Hastings Volume One. However, as I reviewed the 

material that had been collected for each new chapter, I realized that a lot had 

happened from 2006 onwards. 

When you are writing a history book, every yesterday provides its own 

memorable moments and it is difficult to not want to be as up-to-date as 

possible. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. However, as with all 

books, some readers may find the occasional error. Readers who detect a 

possible error are asked to notify the publisher so that the author can correct 

such an error in future printings. 

Volume Two has been affectionately referred to as ―the book that never 

ends.‖ However, my associates threatened to mutiny if I did not stop writing 

and so it is an account of events occurring in Hastings County from 1967 to 

2018. (Later extended to 2022.) Events that occur after this date will have to be 

collected and reported in a later volume. 
472

 

There have certainly been changes in Hastings County over the last 45 

years, such as significant improvements in transportation and technology.  

However, plus ça change, plus c'est la même chose, [the more things change, 

the more things stay the same] does seem to be applicable.  The local coffee 

shop has now replaced the general store as the meeting place for discussions of 

the latest scandal and all things political. The larger churches continue to offer 

pancake suppers and bazaars just as the smaller village churches once did. 

Consolidated schools showcase the many talents of their students in a manner 

similar to that of the one room school.  Traditions continue: the plowing match, 

the Waterfront Festival, and the Coe Hill Fair are still held every year. Local 

citizens continue to offer their time and money to support and sustain new and 

existing community ventures. 

Hastings County remains a great place to live and raise a family.  Its 

proximity, and easy accessibility, to major tourist attractions (for example, 

Prince Edward County and Algonquin Park), sports activities, and larger 

centres (Toronto, Kingston, and Ottawa) is a huge advantage.   

It has become the norm rather than the unusual for communities to 

embrace newcomers from every part of the globe. The educational system and 

municipal governments have responded to changes and updates to 

governmental rules and regulations. Hastings County has kept up with the 

times.  In doing so, local communities have been able to hold on to their roots 
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and their beliefs and have attracted enviable talent in all walks of life to the 

area.   

Overall, I believe it has changed for the better. It is my hope that, just 

as in the past 50 years, future generations will continue to maintain the 

traditions and sense of community within Hastings County. There‘s no place 

like home!  

 
Gerry Boyce 

December 31, 2016 

Belleville, Ontario 
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APPENDIX 1 

 

 

County Wardens 

 

 

 

From 1839 to 1849, Hastings County was known as the Victoria District. Commencing 

in 1842, there was a municipal council headed by a warden. The first warden, William 

Hutton, was appointed by the provincial government and served from 1842 to 1846. 

The second warden, George Benjamin (founder of The Intelligencer and distinguished 

politician) was elected by council members, prior to the first session, and served from 

1847 to 1849. Commencing in 1850, wardens were elected by council members, who 

were heads of their respective councils. 
 

 

Year Municipality 

1850   Rawdon 

1851-1856 Hungerford 

1857-1858 Tyendinaga Township 

1859-1862 Hungerford 

1863-1866 Tyendinaga 

1867 Stirling 

1868-1872 Madoc Township 

1873 Elzevir 

1875 Huntingdon 

1876 Sidney 

1877 Rawdon 

1878 Deseronto 

1879 Marmora 

1880 Thurlow 

1881 Deseronto 

1882 Hungerford 

1883 Madoc Village 

1884 Stirling 

1885 Sidney 

1886 Dungannon 

1887 Tyendinaga 

1888 Sidney 

1889 Huntingdon 

1890 Thurlow 

1891 Rawdon 

1892 Madoc Village 

1893 Elzevir 

1894 Sidney 

1895 Stirling 

1896 Limerick 
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1897 Sidney 

1898 Thurlow 

1899 Madoc Township 

1900 Hungerford 

1901 Marmora Village 

1902 Sidney 

1903 Mayo 

  

1904 Thurlow 

1905 Tyendinaga 

1906 Dungannon 

1907 Hungerford 

1908 Thurlow 

1909 Rawdon 

1910 Stirling 

1911 Deseronto 

1912 Tyendinaga 

1913 Madoc Village 

1914 Marmora Village 

1915 Sidney 

1916 Wollaston 

1917 Tyendinaga 

1918 Rawdon 

1919 Tudor & Cashel 

1920 Thurlow 

1921 Bancroft 

1922 Madoc Township 

1923 Tyendinaga 

1924 Wollaston 

1925 Faraday 

1926 Marmora Village 

1927 Carlow 

1928 Tweed Village 

1929 Rawdon 

1930 Sidney 

1931 Madoc Township 

1932 Thurlow 

1933 Madoc Village 

1934 Hungerford 

1935 Mayo 

1936 Stirling 

1937 Thurlow 

1938 Tyendinaga 

1939 Rawdon 

1940 Dungannon 

1941 Bangor et al. 

1942 Hungerford 

1943 Bancroft 
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1944 Huntingdon 

1945 Sidney 

1946 Madoc 

1947 Mayo 

1948 Madoc Village 

1949 Tweed Village 

1950 Wollaston 

1951 Hungerford 

1952 Sidney 

1953 Madoc Village 

1954 Thurlow 

1955 Tudor & Cashel 

1956 Huntingdon 

1957 Tyendinaga 

1958 Elzevir & Grimsthorpe 

1959 Bancroft Village 

1960 Madoc Township 

1961 Sidney 

1962 Hungerford 

1963 Tyendinaga 

1964 Madoc Village 

1965 Rawdon 

1966 Thurlow 

1967 Marmora Village 

1968 Dungannon 

1969 Stirling Village 

1970 Marmora & Lake 

1971 Elzevir & Grimsthorpe 

1972 Tyendinaga 

1973 Thurlow 

1974 Faraday 

1975 Hungerford 

1976 Deseronto 

1977 Madoc Township 

1978 Rawdon 

1979 Sidney 

1980 Tweed Village 

1981 Thurlow 

1982 Elzevir & Grimsthorpe 

1983 Carlow 

1984 Frankford 

1985 Herschel 

1986 Huntingdon 

1987 Bancroft Village 

1988 Madoc Township 

1989 Rawdon 

1990 Bangor et al 

1991 Hungerford 



287 
   

1992 Huntingdon 

1993 Monteagle 

1994 Madoc Village 

1995 Bancroft 

1996 Tyendinaga 

1997 Madoc Township 

1998 Wollaston 

1999 Tweed 

2000 Mayo 

2001 Faraday 

2002 Deseronto 

2003 Tyendinaga 

2004 Stirling-Rawdon 

2005 Bancroft 

2006 Deseronto 

2007 Marmora & Lake 

2008-2009 Hastings Highlands 

  Tweed 

2012 Marmora & Lake 

2012-2016 Tyendinaga 

2016-2019 Stirling-Rawdon 

2019-2022 Tyendinaga 

2022-2026 Stirling-Rawdon 
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APPENDIX 2 

 

Councils Elected in 2022 

 

Hastings County Council* 

 
Warden 

Bob Mullin (Stirling-Rawdon) 

Councillors 

Loyde Blackburn (Madoc) 

Kim Carson (Limerick) 

Don DeGenova (Tweed) 

Tom Deline (Centre Hastings) 

Tony Fitzgerald (Hastings Highlands) 

Michael Fuerth (Wollaston) 

David Hederson (Tudor & Cashel) 

Paul Jenkins (Bancroft) 

Dan Johnston (Deseronto) 

Claire Kennelly (Tyendinaga Twp.) 

Jan O'Neill (Marmora & Lake) 

Dennis Purcell (Faraday) 

Randy Wallace (Carlow-Mayo) 

 

*County Council is composed of the heads of each of its member 

municipalities. 

 
City of Belleville 
 

Mayor 

Neil Ellis 

Councillors 

Tyler Allsopp, Lisa Ann Chatten, Barbara Enright-Miller, Sean Kelly, Chris 

Mallette, Garnet Thompson, Kathryn Ann Brown, Paul Carr 

 

City of Quinte West 

 
Mayor Jim Harrison 

Councillors 

Ward One – Trenton Duncan Armstrong, Zack Card, Sally Freeman, Michael 

Kotsovos, David O'Neill 
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Ward Two – Sidney Egerton Boyce, Terry Cassidy, Don Kuntze, Shelley 

Stedall 

Ward Three – Murray Jim Alyea, David McCue 

Ward Four – Frankford Lynda Reid 

 
Bancroft 
 

Mayor 

Charles Mullett 

Councillors Tracy McGibbon, Barry McGibbon, Valerie Miles, Paul Jenkins, 

George Eastman, Mary Kavanagh 

 

Carlow-Mayo 
Mayor 

Randy Wallace 

Councillors Richard Dillabough (Mayo Ward), Elson Ruddy (Carlow Ward). 

Pam Steward (Carlow Ward) Eldon Stewart (Mayo Ward) 

 

Centre Hastings 

 
Mayor 

Tom Deline 

Deputy Mayor 

Eric Sandford 

Councillors Jim Bonter, Mike Kerby, Kevin McLaughlin 

 

Deseronto 

 
Mayor 

Dan Johnston 

Deputy Mayor 

Steve Everhardus 

 

Councillors Norman Clark, Shelley Dupont, Amberdale Hudson, Kevin Smith, 

Dennis Tompkins, Jamie Zieman 

 

Faraday Township 

 
Mayor 

Dennis Purcell 
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Deputy Mayor 

Marg Nicholson 

Councillors Murray Bowers, Bill Green, John O'Donnell 

 

Hastings Highlands 

 
Mayor 

Tony Fitzgerald 

Deputy Mayor 

Tammy Davis 

Councillors Keith Buck, Roger Davis, Tracy Hagar, Nancy Matheson, Joan 

Nieman 

 

Limerick Township 

 
Mayor 

Kimberley Carson 

Councillors Glenn Locke, Janice McKillican, Grace Hamm, Shawn Pack 

 

Madoc 

 
Mayor 

Loyde Blackburn 

Deputy Mayor 

Larry Rollins 

Councillors Amy Berton, Randy Rowe, Carrie West 

 

Marmora & Lake Township 

 
Mayor 

Jan O'Neill 

Deputy Mayor 

Mike Stevens 

Councillors Eric Daoust, Ron Derry, Jane Lakatos 

 

Stirling-Rawdon 

 
Mayor 

Bob Mullin 

Deputy Mayor 
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Jeremy Solmes 

Councillors Dean Graff, Carline Smith, Don Stewart 

 

Tudor & Cashel Township 

 
Mayor 

David Hederson 

Deputy Mayor 
Bob Bridger 

Councillors Jerry Chadwick, Elaine Holloway, Brent Taylor 

 

Tyendinaga Township 

 
Reeve 

Claire Kennelly 

Deputy Reeve 

Heather Lang 

Councillors Don McFarlane, Jen Phillips, Dave Ogden 

 

Wollaston Township 

 
Mayor 

Michael Fuerth 

Deputy Mayor 

Paul Ordanis 

Councillors Sheila Currie, JD Fentie, Wendy Mortimer 

 

Tyendinaga Mohawk Council 

 
Chief 

R. Donald Maracle 

Councillors Josh Hill, Carl (Ted) Maracle, Chris Maracle, Stacia Loft 

 

 
 


