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NEXT. MEETING

TUESDAY, 17th OCTOBER, 1989 
at 8:00 P.M.

Featured Speaker: J.E. (Jim) Alexander 
Belleville Theatre Guild 

TOPIC:History of the Arts in Belleville, 
with the emphasis on Drama.

PLACE: J.P. WISER RECEPTION 
CENTRE, CORBYVILLE

Refreshments Available from 7:15 p.m.

Visitors and guests are welcome

Mr. Jim Alexander, was the recipient of the 
Belleville Cultural Award for the year 1986 
and is well known for his active connections 
with the Belleville Theatre Guild. He will be 
speaking about the history of the Arts in this 
area with particular emphasis on Drama. 
This meeting should appeal particularly to 
the many theatre-goers in Quinte and indeed 
should have broad appeal to all those in
terested in the history of this area. This pro
mises to be another most interesting evening. 
Do plan to attend!
The meeting will be held in the beautiful 
Wiser Centre on the banks of the Moira 
River. Should you need a ride to Corbyville 
and back on that evening, please call John 
Anderson at 968-2131. If you plan to drive 
to the meeting and would be willing to take 
a few fellow members as passengers, please 
call the same number. A list of passengers 
and a list of drivers were started at the 
meeting on 19th Sept. It is suggested that 
passengers would be picked up at the Quinte 
Living Centre (370 Front St., Belleville) about 
7:00 p.m. on 17th October.

PROGRAM FOR THE FOLLOWING MONTHS

TUESDAY, 21 NOVEMBER - Arie 
Korteweg, Director of Development at Albert 
College, will be addressing the Society on the 
history of this renowned college which was 
founded in 1857 as the Belleville Seminary. 
Mr. Korteweg is currently completing the se
cond volume of a three-volume history of the 
school.

This meeting should appeal particularly to 
educators and historians in this area.
It will be held in the Quinte Living Centre, 
Belleville starting at 8:00 p.m.

TUESDAY, 16 JANUARY, 1990 - Annual 
Dinner and Annual Meeting of the Society 
at the Quinte Living Centre.

MONDAY, 19 FEBRUARY - Heritage Day 
celebration.

TUESDAY, 20 MARCH - Heather McKillop 
of Northeastern Archaeological Associates of 
Port Hope will be speaking on the ar
chaeological dig at the St. Thomas Anglican 
Church cemetery, Belleville.

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS TO NOTE:

SATURDAY, 7 OCTOBER, 12 Noon - 4 p.m. 
Open House at newly restored George Brown 
House (1876) in Toronto, St. George St. and 
Dundas St. W.

SUNDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 2:00 p.m. - ACO 
Walking Tour of Main St., Picton. Meet at 
the Post Office.

MONDAY, 16 OCTOBER, 8:00 p.m. - 
“ Booze, Boats and Billions” with Bill Hunt, 
author. A lecture in a series being held at the 
Town Hall, Ameliasburgh.

TUESDAY, 24 OCTOBER, 8:00 p.m. - 7th 
Town Historical Society meets in the Old 
Schoolhouse, Ameliasburgh.

SATURDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 10:00 a.m. - 
3:30 p.m. - Ontario Historical Society 
workshop “ Caring for your Photographic 
Heritage: Preventive Conservation
Measures” at Peterborough Centennial 
Museum. Cost: $10.00 members, $20.00 
non-members.

THURSDAY, 30 NOVEMBER - A reminder 
of the deadline for the Hastings County 
Historical Society’s Research Challenge for 
students and adults as set out in the May 
issue of Outlook. Anyone requiring further 
information on the cemetery study may call 
Janet Hoyer 968-5609, Bernard Wright 
968-7539 or Jean Williams 962-6654.

GRAPE ISLAND REVISITED

At the regular meeting of the society on Tues
day, September 19th, Bill Lamb gave us a 
closer look at the personalities involved with 
the Grape Island Mission. Those present were 
treated to a lesson on the Ojibiwa language 
used by the Mississauga Tribe. Mr. Lamb 
continured to speak primarily of “ Shahwun- 
dai” or as his name became anglicized, Rev. 
John Sunday. We came to a closer apprecia
tion of this native missionary’s devotion by 
Alice Deline, who is the Society’s represen
tative on the Grape Island Research Project. 
Appreciation to Mr. Lamb was expressed by 
Beth Green. Gary Foster spoke briefly on the 
archaeological aspects of Grape Island. Mary 
McConnell has some interesting facts to 
relate on the featurette “ Minus 100” ; Mary, 
who is the co-ordinator for “ Minus 100”, ap
pealed for volunteers to do this at subsequent 
meetings and obtained a number of 
signatures on her list. There is still an oppor
tunity for you to participate in “ Minus 100” 
- call Mary McConnell at 962-7022.

Janet Hoyer

TOWNSHIP OF SIDNEY BICENTENNIAL

On May 15th, 1990, the Township of Sidney 
will be celebrating the 200th Anniversary of 
local government. It was on that date in 1790 
that the major inhabitants met to elect a 
moderator (chairman), clerk and other of
ficials. The first moderator was Capt. John 
Walden Meyers. Sidney was one of the first 
municipalities in Ontario to form a local 
government.
A special committee of the Township Coun
cil is planning a number of activities to 
celebrate the Bicentennial, beginning in 
April. One of these is the publication of a 
commemorative book being written by Gerry 
Boyce. Research of Township records com
menced early in the summer.
The Directors at a recent meeting confirmed 
that the Historical Society should sponsor the 
book. Application has been made to the On
tario Ministry of Culture and Communica
tions for a project grant of up to $2,000.00 
to assist in covering the costs of publishing 
2,000 copies. A reply from the Ministry is ex
pected in the next two months.
We look forward eagerly to this new book by 
Past President Gerry Boyce, author of 
Belleville City Hall (1988), The St. Andrew’s



Chronicles (1978), Belleville, Birth of a City 
(1978), and Hutton of Hastings (1972).

COLLAGE

In the latest issue of Collage, the Quinte Arts 
Council journal, there appears another ex
cellent article in the current series on Historic 
Homes initiated by Lois Foster. This one is 
by Elaine Preston and is on the Porter House 
at 24 Dunbar St. in Belleville.

PICTURE ARCHIVES

Betsy Boyce was very busy for a period dur
ing the summer selecting and preparing over 
100 historic photos of Belleville from the 
Society’s Archives. This was in response to 
a request from an agency which was prepar
ing a video for the developer of the Emhart 
property and the former Cablevue building. 
Betsy was assisted by Elaine Preston.
The Directors, at their recent meeting, ex
pressed concern about the volume of work 
demanded for a commercial project and 
decided that in future such requests would 
be referred - at the discretion of the Picture 
Archivist - to the Board of Directors for ap
proval prior to undertaking the work. The 
matter of a fee or honorarium would also be 
considered.

SCHOOLING IN MADOC
(2nd in a series on Hastings County History)

by Wilfrid A. Forestell

One of the historic buildings in Madoc was 
the Madoc Model School opened in 1882. It 
was a training school for teachers and 
operated to 1924.

The building was also Madoc Public School, 
which was demolished, and a new school 
built in 1957. Later, an addition was built, 
and when area boards were established, 
another addition was built.

The teachers in training from 1882 to 1924 
taught practice lessons to the pupils of 
Madoc School.

Then in 1882 when the Model School was 
opened the minister of Education, a Mr. 
Crooks, was coming for the grand opening. 
The train broke down a couple of miles south 
of Moira Lake. He finally arrived at Madoc 
School by horse and buggy. When he asked, 
what the little hamlet where the train broke 
down was called, he was told it had no name. 
He said, “ Name it after me”, and the place 
was named Crookston.

The writer started to school in 1911, and late 
that fall there was a Federal Election. The 
Liberal Government under Sir Wilfred 
Laurier had brought in a proposed Free Trade 
Agreement, with the United States, for a trial 
period of ten years.

The conservatives under Sir Robert Borden 
was opposed to the bill and their slogan was, 
“ NO TRUCK AND TRADE WITH THE 
YANKEES.” Borden won, no free trade was 
carried out.

Elections in those days were more of an in
terest to the common people than they are 
now. Possibly it was the staff of the school 
who got the pupils interested and an election 
was held in the school with a candidate for 
each party. Hot debates and discussions were 
held and in the election in the school, the bill 
was defeated.

In the late fall of 1916 a fire broke out in one 
of the heat ducts heading up to the upper 
floor. There were excellent fire drills in those 
days and the pupils were all out in 2 minutes 
after the alarm was made.

The Madoc Fire Brigade was hampered by 
lack of man power and poor equipment. The 
older boys formed a bucket brigade and car
ried water from Milligan’s well. A grade eight 
boy took charge of fighting the fire and 
group directions, and by the time the Madoc 
Fire brigade got operating the fire was out.

The girls in the senior grades threw the pupils 
coats, caps and rubbers out of the window 
and it resulted in a mad scrable to sort out 
whose coats and caps were in the pile of 
clothes.

A new Public School was built in 1957. When 
the old school was demolished, the plaque 
on the bell tower and the bell were saved and 
put in storage till January 1983. The 
municipal board of Ontario ruled if the bell 
tower was built on the new school, it had to 
be paid for by donations, no tax payers 
money could be used.

An organization was formed of people, 
pupils and many who were interested and 
went to work to collect money for the bell 
tower. We were told it would take about ten 
thousand dollars to complete the project.

December 1983 saw the completion of the 
tower and the bell from the Model School in
stalled. The date on the bell is 1878.

A grand bell ringing ceremony was planned 
for the first day of school, January 2, 1984, 
to start Ontario Bicentennial year.

A program was planned and a bell ringing 
ceremony was held at the request of Board 
Chairman, Tom Burnside, I was the first to 
ring the bell.

A lunch was served after the program and a 
celebration cake, made in the form of the old 
Model School was cut and served to the large 
crowd who came for the special occasion. 
That day the cost of the tower was all paid 
for.

The bell is dedicated to Peace in the World 
and every school day the bell is rung to re
mind the people the need to offer a prayer

that peace will prevail and a third world war 
would be averted.

Mrs. G. J. Fleury of Belleville, mother of Rev. 
G.J. Fleury of Madoc was a student in the 
Model School in the 1920’s and later came 
back as a staff teacher in the Public School. 
She passed away in early April 1987 at the 
age of 94.

In the early 1920’s a new state prison was 
built in St. Louis Missouri. It was supposed 
to be escape proof. Some of the worst in
mates from other prisons were brought to this 
prison to be sure of keeping them under con
trol. There was a rumor and it was believed 
by many to be true that a man whose parents 
lived in Madoc, got his early education in 
Madoc School and was the first person to 
escape from this prison and he was later pick
ed up by our town policemen.

Listed below are some noted people who 
received their early education at Madoc 
School:

- Allan Roy Dafoe, Doctor who attended the 
birth of the Dion Quintuplets near North Bay 
about fifty years ago.

- Honorable John Foot; The hero of Diepe 
winner of.the Victoria Cross.

- Dr. McIntosh, Principal of Queen’s Univer
sity many years ago.

- Arthur Phelps, In the early days of Televi
sion was Chairman of a program on 
C.K.W.S. in Kingston.

- Albert Tucher and Walter Rupert were men 
of distinction in the United States but I do 
not know the positions they held.

Submissions for this series are m ost welcome.
Please address them
c/o Editor, Outlook, HCHS.
Deadline Next Issue Oct. 20th.


