
Sir John’s A.’s father has been much maligned
Like father, like son? Or was it like son, 

like father? According to biographers, Sir 
John A. Macdonald’s love of the bottle ap
parently reflected a similar inclination in 
his father, Hugh. But David R. Taylor of 
Picton doesn’t trust the biographers.

As he told the Hastings County Histori
cal Society on October 21, the accounts 
just don’t ring true. The recorded ac
complishments of Hugh Macdonald fail 
to match the popular portraits painted of 
him.

For instance, An Anecdotal Life o f John 
A. Macdonald, published in 1989, por
trayed Hugh as “a shiftless drifter with a 
penchant for the bottle.” In a similar vein, 
historian Donald Creighton wrote in The 
Young Politician in 1956 that Hugh was 
“amiable, a little indolent ... fond of the 
talk and company and the bottle ... He al
ways seemed to believe that he was made 
for success and he was in fact invariably 
susceptible to failure.”

But Taylor provided evidence to back
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his contention that “Hugh Macdonald driving 21 miles around the bay to reach 
had worked hard and succeeded in his his southern location. This operation does 
enterprises in Canada. He had reached a not seem to have been successful either, 
relatively high status in the society of the During this time, however, son John was 
day and he had provided for his family, attending school, costing Hugh 60 or 70 
including a happy home environment and pounds a year.
a good education for his son John Alex- About 1829 Hugh Macdonald leased the 
ander.”

Hugh Macdonald had been 
involved in a cotton business 
in Glasgow. In 1820, along 
with a quarter million others, 
he emigrated with his family 
from Britain to seek a better 
life in North America, said 
Taylor.

In the late spring of 1820 
Hugh, his wife Helen, her 
mother and their children 
Margaret, John Alexander,
James and Louisa sailed 
for Canada. They went to a 
brother-in-law, Lt.-Col. Don
ald Macpherson, at his farm 
in Pittsburgh Township, on 
the east side of Kingston. He 
allowed them to move into a 
house he owned in Kingston, 
as he had two. One had been 
vacated by his son Allan, who 
had been appointed postmas
ter of Napanee in 1820. Hugh 
established a general store at 
the corner of King and Clar
ence streets and later moved 
his business to Store Street, 
now Princess Street.

During this time he was 
appointed a director of the 
Merchant Savings Bank. He
was also named as the source of plans for mill site at Stone Mills (Glenora). “Hugh 
contractors wishing to bid on constructing made a very astute move taking over the

Picton historian David R. Taylor spoke about Sir John A. 
Macdonald’s father, Hugh, at the Tuesday, October 21, 

meeting of the Hastings County Historical Society.

the steeple of St. Andrew’s Church. •
As his Kingston businesses were not 

successful, he moved his family in 1824 
to a home on the south shore of Hay Bay.

mill site,” said Taylor. “And shortly af
ter he became an ‘Esquire’ which meant 
a little more cash and lot more status.” 
“Esquire” was the title attached to anyone

Since Hugh also bought a lot directly appointed a justice of the peace, which 
across the bay on the north side, Taylor Macdonald was. Hugh bought the first 
speculates he was operating two branches piano in Marysburgh Township, 
of a store in one location, to save farmers Continued on page  2.



Continued from page 1.
But in 1836 Hugh gave up 

the lease on the mills and 
moved back to Kingston. 
There he took up a seden
tary job in a bank. Taylor 
speculates there were a 
number of reasons for the 
move: Hugh was 54 and 
perhaps feeling the effects 
of whatever killed him five 
years later; son John had 
taken up a law practice in 
Kingston, and there had 
been several deaths in the 
M acpherson-M acdonald  
clan, leaving Hugh the 
patriarch.

Taylor judges Hugh 
Macdonald to have been 
reasonably successful, not 
at all the “shiftless drifter” 
and “unstable character 
prone to failure” painted by 
the biographers.

“Slander, I say,” cried 
Taylor. “Slander most 
foul!”

Special Meeting! Don’t miss it!
The upcoming meeting of the Hastings County Historical Society on Tues
day, November 18, will take members time travelling as five persons from 

the board of directors take a look at Belleville through its 125 years as a city. 
Costumed commentators will highlight the stages of Belleville’s development 

since 1878. It’s sure to be a lot of fun as well as being informative.

Tradition says this is a picture of the Macdonald house at Hay Bay
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Stirling Library celebrates 100 years with a new beginning
by Kate Everson

The original Stirling Public Library 
began in rented quarters over W. S. 
Martin’s Law office in 1903 for $6 a 
year. It had a collection of 587 books 
and was open for six hours a week. 
“At that time, librarians worked for 
nothing,” chuckled board chair Lewis 
Zandbergen, glancing over at head 
librarian Chris Faiers. The Stirling- 
Rawdon Public Library celebrated 
its 100th anniversary on October 18, 
2003, with a program which included 
a lineup of notable guests and presen
tations of awards to deserving volun
teers. Zandbergen noted the library 
grew from its humble beginnings 
with a move to a 
larger site on Front 
and Emma Streets 
in 1915 with help 
from a $5,000 grant 
from the Carnegie 
Foundation. “Tren
ton library donated 
books when they 
folded,” Zand
bergen added. In 
1989 a large addi
tion on the east 
end was opened, 
and the collec
tion now has over 
30,000 books. The 
anniversary also 
marked the open
ing of the Local 
History/Genealogy Room as a library 
resource. “This will become a desti
nation in itself,” Zandbergen said. He 
added that the Children’s Library has 
also seen some revamping and there 
is more to come in both rooms. “We 
will add more genealogical material 
as we can afford it,” Zandbergen 
said. “This will make the Stirling- 
Rawdon Library one of the best if 
not the best library in small town 
Ontario!” Zandbergen thanked head 
librarian Chris Faiers for his support, 
along with board members Lynette 
Thibeau, Deb Troy, council repre
sentative Dale Grant, Mary Hykin, 
Ian Geerkens and Melanie Linn. The 
presentation of volunteer awards

included: Volunteer of the Century to 
Jackie McFee, landscaping award to 
Joan and Monte Moorcroft, and the 
10th anniversary award to Friends of 
the Library (Jess Bond). Jess Bond 
introduced the members and gave a 
brief presentation on their work over 
the years. Mayor Peter Kooistra said, 
“This library is the envy of local 
communities.” He also pointed to 
Lewis Zandbergen as being “captain 
of the ship,” although Lewis quietly 
added, “Captain Bligh?” Kooistra 
gave out Stirling-Rawdon Township 
pins to staff and volunteers including 
his granddaughter Brittany Kooistra, 
Jessica Johnson, Kathy Lutz, Nancy

Stone, Kaily Post, Ruth Tanner and 
Harrison Hellyer. Dave Potts from 
the Stirling and District Lions Club 
attended and presented a cheque 
for $1,000. Peggy Malcolm, of the 
Southern Ontario Library Services 
(SOLS), gave a presentation on the 
work of the service which includes 
161 out of 194 libraries across 
Ontario which participate in inter- 
library loans. “Stirling is the best 
example of a small public library,” 
she said. “It has good support and 
is well run.” She noted that Ontario 
Public Library Week is October 
20-26. Centre Hastings Deputy- 
reeve Larry Mitz brought greetings, 
noting the support his municipality

has always given to Stirling library. 
He reminisced, “I remember how 
excited I was when I was allowed to 
take my first book from this library.” 
Ken Bird, executive manager of the 
Ontario Genealogical Society (OGS) 
and regional director Nancy Trimble 
of District #7, brought gifts includ
ing several reference magazines 
and a large book titled Who’s Who 
in Ontario. Bird said the OGS has 
6,010 members across 30 branches in 
Ontario including the Quinte branch. 
It has published over 10,000 books 
or booklets on genealogy. He noted 
that volunteers are still the backbone 
of the society. The OGS was formed 

in 1961 and is still 
in its infancy when 
compared to the 
Stirling-Rawdon 
Public Library. 
“Stirling can take 
great pride in its 
history,” Bird said. 
He added that the 
new Local History 
and Genealogy 
Room will help 
bring a wonder
ful future to the 
library, since 
genealogy has 
become one of the 
fastest growing 
pastimes in North 
America. Lewis 

Zandbergen offered appreciation 
to the volunteers and tradespeople 
who created the new room including 
painter Clint Tracey, carpenter Jeff 
Fockler, computer technician Brian 
Kerby, electricians Don Stewart and 
John London and sign maker Mela
nie Linn. The official ribbon was cut 
by Mayor Peter Kooistra and board 
chair Lewis Zandbergen, along with 
board member Ian Geerkens and head 
librarian Chris Faiers holding up their 
ends. Refreshments were followed by 
a tour of the building.

Article and photo courtesy o f The 
Community Press.

The official ribbon was cut for the new Local History/Genealogy 
Room at Stirling-Rawdon Public Library on Saturday, October 18, 
by (l-r) board member Ian Geerkens, Mayor Peter Kooistra, Board 
Chairman Lewis Zandbergen and Chief Librarian Chris Faiers.

Kate Everson photo



Victorian Santa Workshop
Sunday, December 7th, 2003 - 1:30 to 3:30 

$30.00 Add charm to your holiday 
decor with a Victorian Santa 
made at Glanmore National 

Historic Site’s popular 
Christmas craft workshop 
for adults. Your Santa p a u s  
will be constructed from 
natural materials such as 
pinecones, moss, and a 
natural wool beard. This 

handsome Santa is adapted 
from craft instructions found in 

the December 1897 edition of 
Harper’s Bazaar. Register early 
as spaces are limited. To pre

register call (613) 962-2329.

Victorian Christmas 
Crackers Workshop
Sunday, December 14, 2003 - 1:30 to 3:30 $20.00 Discover 
the Victorian tradition of Christmas crackers in Glanmore’s 
popular Christmas craft workshops for adults. Learn the 
history of these charming “noise poppers” which have been 
adding fun with a bit of a “bang” to holiday celebrations for 
more than a century. Participants will make several Christ
mas crackers filled with traditional candies, trinkets, hats and 
jokes. Register early, as spaces are limited. To pre-register call 
(613) 962-2329.

Glanmore by Gaslight 
Joins us for our popular holiday evening 

tours. December 10th, 12th and 16th at 6:30 
p.m. Pre-registration is required. Call (613) 

962-2329 for more information.

LANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 

(613) 962-2329

Two great new exhibits at 
Glanmore!
Have you visited Glanmore National Historic 

Site lately? You may be surprised at how much 
has changed. Museum staff have been working 
for several months on two great new exhibits. 
The second bedroom now features a bedroom 
suite, decorative objects and fine art appropri
ate for the late Victorian period and is a fan
tastic addition to the historic house displays. 
In addition an exhibit team including museum 
staff and Museum Management and Curator- 
ship Intern Andrew Minigan designed and in
stalled a new exhibit in the lower level. “Maid 
of All Work: Domestic Service at Glanmore" 
that highlights the story of the servants who 
worked at Glanmore and their typical work 
routine. Watch this space for more information 
next month or drop by the museum to see it for 
yourself!

Holiday Craft Sale
Saturday, November 29,2003- 10 a.m. to 4 

p.m. Glanmore National Historic Site 
257 Bridge Street East Belleville 

Free admission with donation to food bank

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K 0K 1K0 

Outtook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 
October and November tor the friends and members of 

the Haslings County Historical Society.
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, a  E-mail lewzan@ reach.net 

Thankyouto The C om m unity fte s s fo r its assistance.
PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the January 2004 issue is December 20,2003

mailing label

mailto:lewzan@reach.net
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 ̂ jj. Inauguration of tlie

I  CITY o f BELLEVILLEi
l )  Dominion Day, 1 8 7 8 ,
i f  —

The inauguration will commence with a

$ 5 0 0  ALL GASH PHIZES.
At the hour of one o’clock, the following Pro

gramme of Athletic Sports and Caledonian Games 
will be proceeded with under the able manage
ment of Chief Hugh McKinnon who won the 
Great Athletic Championship at the Internat
ional contest in Philadelphia, in 1876. In these 
games the most noted Athletes on the Conti
nent will take part. Open to all comers.

List of Gaines and Prizes Offered for Com
petition.

DESCRIPTION OF GAMES lst.2d.3d
1 Putting the Heavy Stone, 21 lbs. $10 $5 $2
2 Putting the Light Stone, 14 lbs. 10 5 2
3 Standing Jump, 10 5 2
4 Reel of Tulloch, in Highland Costume 10 5 2,
5 Short Race, 100 yards, 10 5 2
6 Vaulting with pole, 10 5 2
7 Running Jump, 10 5 2
8 Running Hop Step »*nd. Jump. 10 5 2
O Hroad Sword l$tuici4g,in Iligland Costume,

10 5 2
10 Standing High Jump, 10 5 2
11 Running High Jump, 10 5 2
12 Bagpipe playingS trathspey and Reel, 10*7) 2
13 Hurdle Race, 200 yards, 10 5 2
14 Hitch and Kick, 10 5 2
15 One Mile Race, 15 5 2
16 Best Dressed Highlander, 10 5 2
17 Walking Match, one Mile 10 5 2
18 Highland Fling, in Costume, 10 5 2
19 Throwing the Heavy Hammer, 10 5 2
20 Throwing the Light Hammer 10 5 2
21 Race, 440 yards 10 5 2
22 Tossing the Caber, 10 5 2
23 Bagpipe Playing Pibroch and March,10 5 2
24 Threesome Reel, (3 Hand Reel,) 10 5 2
25 Sack Race, 10 5 2
26 Quoits, outside the Ring, 10 5 2
27 Boys’ Race, 14 years and under 150 yards,

53 2

Reollations:—1. The Rules of the North 
American United Caledonian Association will 
govern all games and competitions. 1. No per
son allowed inside the Ring except competitors 
members of the press, and judges. 3. Com
petitors will make their entries with the 
Secretary on the grounds ; Four Entries in each 
game or no competition. 4. Last Entry to 
lead off. 5. An entrance fee of 25 cents will be 
charged for each game.
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Consisting of Military (the 15th and 49th 
Battalions,) about 500 Firemen, with their res
pective Bands, also the Tradesmen of the City, 
representing the different branches of industry 
in full operation, and the Citizens iu 
carriages. The procession to form at
the City Hall at 10 o’clock in the
morning, and headed by the Military and Odd
fellows’ Bands, will proceed through the princi
pal streets of the City to the

u Agricultural Grounds, ( f
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A Souvenir from the 
Hastings County 

Historical Society’s 
“Celebrating Belleville's 

127th Anniversary as a City”  

November 18, 2003

This broadside, printed in a single column 
in the local newspapers, invited full parti
cipation in the inaugural celebrations of 
July 1.

Torch Light Procession?
A Grand Torch Light Procession of the Fire

men will take place from the City Hall, at the 
hour of 8 o’clock, proceeding through the dif
ferent streets of the City, thence to the 
Agricultural Grounds, where Prof. Hand, from 
Hamilton, will proceed with his Brilliant

DISPLAY OF FIREW O R KS
He is considered to be the best Pyrotechnic 

Artist in the Dominion.

-A. C iv ic  B a n q u e t
will take place at 6 o’clock, p. m.

Refreshments may be procured on the 
Grounds from 12 o’clock to 3 p. m. Special 
arrangements have been made with the G. T. 
Railway for Single Fare east and west for 
that day, and Steamboats at Excursion rates. 
Entrance to Grounds 25cts.; Children lOcts. 
Entrance to Grounds, Fireworks, 15 cts.; 
Children lOcts.

ALEX. ROBERTSON,
Matob

D. B. ROBERTSON, 
MORGAN JELLETT, Hon. Secretary. 

Hon. Treasurer.

The editor of the Intelligencer expressed his thoughts 
on what the incorporation as a city would mean:

“ The inaugural day of any city of recent birth...is 
the most important occurrence in the history of any 
place. With its becoming a city the Corporation 
itself assumes many changes and alterations. 
Town Councillors are unheard of, as their cognomen 
become Alderman. The Town Clerk becomes 
the City Clerk, the Town Constable becomes an 
officer, and other changes occur which takes off 
the flavour of everything town like and gives it a 
metropolitan spice. The Mayor also becomes a 
more prominent official than he formerly was, his 
office generally (the act is permissive) calls for a 
salary, he is provided with robes of state, and 
though he may be annoyed with the many and 
frequent calls made upon him, it is safe to assume 
as in all human affairs that he enjoys the sweets 
and comforts of his berth...

Looking north-east from the Town Hall, showing some of Belleville’s 
most impressive buildings: the Opera House (middle left), the 
Merchant’s Bank (now the Corby Library), the Hastings County Court 
House and Gaol, the Bellvue Terrace (erected 1876), St. Michael’s 
Roman Catholic Church (upper left), and St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church steeple and John Street Presbyterian Church tower (upper 
right), j

Later mayors might question what these “ sweets and 
comforts’ ’ were, but the editor was entitled to his opinion.


