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A message from the president
Here’s some of what we’ve accomplished

this summer
by Carson Cross

I wish to welcome all o f our m embers back for our fall gen
eral meetings. I trust you all had productive and enjoyable sum
mers, and your directors look forward to seeing you again!

Similarly, the Hastings County Historical Society (HCHS) has 
had a very busy and productive summer. We have taken pos
session o f the Old Cannifton Town Hall, and it is well on its 
way to becoming your “Hastings Heritage Centre.” W e now 
have some of our archival holdings located in the facility, have 
a w ell-designed sign in place, have resodded and put in a gar
den and trees in the front, relocated a 1920s horse-drawn plough/ 
grader (donated by Norampac/Domtar) to the facility, alarmed 
the building, and carried out numerous other details that are 
the foundation to this Resource Centre.

I wish to pass kudos to the many people and businesses that 
contributed toward this project. I will abbreviate the list, but 
the following are of special note: Gerry Boyce - layout, m ain
tenance, endless support; Jackie Simpson - landscaping and 
building appearance suggestions; Pops Graphics, Dianne and 
Larry Fritz - professional sign design and support; Alarm Sys
tem s, Duane Hilts - System overhaul and monitoring of the 
facilities; Church of Jesus Christ, Latter Day Saints, Elder Bob 
Smoot - five volunteers for a day to resod, landscape, and greatly 
improve the outside appearance. Almost all o f this group, are 
either members, or are new corporate sponsors. They have all 
gone out of their way to make this project possible. Thank y o u !

We also had a very successful yard sale, in co-operation with 
The Friends of Glanmore, in June. Although this was a test
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Jack Evans, a Belleville native, has worked for many newspapers 
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to the board of directors for the Regent Theatre Foundation. Jack is 
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project for both groups, it ran very smoothly; we had many 
volunteers from both groups, and our income from the event, 
surpassed my personal expectations. Congratulations to all of 
the hard workers involved, for doing such a great job! (Please 
don’t get such good item s for sale next year— I bought too 
much!)

Now, what does the Hastings Heritage Centre, mean to our 
m em bers? It is becoming a central resource facility to sort, 
organize and store, all o f our archival material. Some m em 
bers may not be aware o f the fact that HCHS has pockets of 
m aterial spread out throughout Hastings County and beyond. 
All o f this inform ation is essential in researching and retain
ing the continuity of history throughout our region. We have 
the foundation laid for this centre so that within a short amount 
of time, all o f our members, and the public, will have this m a
terial available to them in a central location! I can think of no 
better way for our group to welcome the new millennium, and 
improve our value to the community at large.

In keeping with the theme of the Hastings Heritage Centre, I 
wish to point out that Christm as is soon approaching. (How 
many days?) W ith this in mind, I wish to appeal to our m em 
bers for support in setting up our building. I would appreci
ate any members that are aware of second-hand resources to 
please contact me. We are looking for storage shelving, desks, 
folding tables, and file cabinets. Depending on the support from 
our members, we may purchase a few folding tables for research 
organization, m eetings, and work spaces. Any members in 
clined to assist with these items, in either supply or donation, 
will indeed be giving HCHS a Christm as present! This sup
port will not only last for a generation, it will enhance the quest 
for history for everyone. I am hesitant to request this, as there 
are so many groups in need, but I wish this resource centre to 
m irror the hard work and high standards the HCHS is known 
for. Not only would you get an income tax receipt, but dona
tions directed toward furnishings will have a plaque attached 
to them  signifying the donor. I would appreciate your help.

I look forward to seeing you all at our Septem ber 21 m eet
ing! Hazel L loyst has been working very hard in organizing 
our programs until the end of the year. We have a special speaker 
in O ctober, Gerry Boyce, who will be speaking on the Ghost 
W alk, which will be in keeping with the H allow e’en theme. 
We hope to have a full house for the m eeting, as Gerry does 
such an excellent job  presenting history in a thought provok
ing fashion. I wish you all the best, and rem em ber that h is
tory is like a good book; the more you discover in each chap
ter, the harder it is to put down!
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From the Editor’s bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen

Gentleman Charlie and The Lady Rumrunner
written by C. W. Hunt 
78 pages, photographs 
published by Billa Flint Pub
lications
Most of us who write about lo

cal historical events, realize that 
we’re never likely to see those 
works in any large print run. 
The stories are simply too re
gional and would not appeal to 
a large Canadian audience. 

However, there is a niche in 
that local market in which 
dedciated readers can be found 
for local histories, and C.W. 
“Bill” Hunt has turned out an
other in his series of tales of 
rumrunners and their adven
tures. To get it published he had 
to set up a publishing house 
which he has called Billa Flint 
Publications. As he explains it, 
it’s a bit ironic: B ill’s frequent 
subjects are booze and 
rumrunners— Billa Flint was 
notorious for his sobriety and 
temperance.

G entlem an Charlie and  The 
Lady R um runner  tells the tale

of Charles Thomas M ills a 
farmer’s son from the Niagara 
Falls, New York, area. He 
began his career as a stunt flier 
and barnstormer and eventu
ally set his sights on the lu
crative booze business, run
ning booze into the United 
States from the B ellev ille  
area. On his frequent stops in 
Belleville he met an attractive 
widow named Jennie Batley. 
What follows this meeting is 
a story every bit as rich as any 
tale Hollywood could dream 
up.

Jennie was one o f  
Belleville’s eligible widows 
and was closely associated 
with one of the city’s men in 
blue. (How many times have 
we read of law and order be
ing in bed with crime? And 
this happened right here in our 
speck of the world.)

Mills and Jennie Batley be
came paramours much to the 
chagrin o f Constable Fred 
Isard. After catching Jennie

and Fred in fla g ra n te  delicto  
in bed in the cabin o f his 
rumrunner, the A dele , Mills 
threatened to kill Isard. The 
possibility of a continuing 
relationship between Isard 
and Jennie had an effect on 
Mills As Bill Hunt puts it: 
With good reason Charlie 
Mills remained both jealous 
and suspicious. Perhaps to 
solidify his relationship with 
Jennie, M ills purchased a 
home at 68 Great St. James 
Street. . .”

Gentleman Charlie M ills 
continued in the rumrunning 
business until he was “acci
dentally” caught by Belleville 
police after he had smashed 
his car on the way home from 
a binge. After this incident and 
several setbacks, M ills be
came much more careful but 
continued in the illegal trade. 

Jennie also took a larger part 
in running booze and ciga
rettes. She took on ever more 
dangerous m ission across

Lake Ontario. On one occassion 
the American Coast Guard 
chased the duo onto the Ameri
can shore. To save their craft 
from being wrecked on the 
rocks, Charlie and Jennie 
jumped ship and swam to shore.

By the summer of 1928 the 
rumrunning business had be
come too chancy and the cou
ple, the GLake Ontario’s only 
rumrunning couple quit the 
business and moved to Erie< 
Pennsylvania. Some say they 
legitimized their union, others 
say they did not. Mills died in 
1943 and Jennie after at least 
one marriage died in the late 
1960s.
Bill Hunt’s saga of the “gentle

man and the lady rumrunner” 
provides a glimpse of local his
tory few take seriously. The book 
is peppered with biographical 
sketches about local people, peo
ple many still remember, people 
who are as much a part of the 
local historical scene as those 
who are well-known.
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Welcome gentle readers, enthu
siastic educators and curious stu
dents, to another edition of ram- 
blings from Hastings County and 
Quinte country.
Mackenzie Bowell is in the news. 

Parks Canada and the Belleville

Cemetery will honour his memory 
at a ceremony to be held at 2 p.m. 
on Friday, September 17, at the 
entrance to the cemetery. A flag 
pole and direction plaque will be 
dedicated to recognize the final 
resting-place of this Canadian 
prime minister. The public is in
vited to attend.

Mackenzie Bowell is the third

prime minister to be so recog
nized by Parks Canada. Eventu
ally, all deceased prime ministers 
will be honoured this way.

Mackenzie Bowell’s effective
ness as prime minister is the sub
ject of debate as the result of a 

survey of Cana
dian historians. 
His low rating— 
just ahead of Kim 
Cam pbell— can 
be questioned. It 
is difficult to ar
gue that he was a 
great P.M.; how
ever, he did have 
some redeeming 
features—not the 
least of which 
was that he was a 
man of strong 
principles. Be
cause o f these 
principles, he 
went against the 
wishes of his Or
ange supporters 
and tried to re
solve the explo
sive M anitoba 
School issue. Our 
own Betsy 
Boyce—arguably 
the Canadian his
torian with the 
best grasp of 
Bowell’s ca
re e r— recen tly  
finished a biogra
phy of Bowell. 
What a great day 
it will be when a 
publisher chooses 
to publish the bi
ography. It will 
shed new light on 
this often-ignored 
Canadian politi
cian.

M a c k e n z i e  
Bowell and the ceremony dedi
cating the flagpole and plaque 
(September 1) will be covered by 
Cablevue’s Channel Four crew. 
Betsy Boyce will provide back
ground commentary. Watch for 
the program soon after that date.

M ackenzie Bowell also ap
peared in the news (August 30) 
when the Hastings and Prince

Edward District School Board 
announced the beginning of a 
search for “notables” to help it 
celebrate the new millennium . 
Christine Zaporzan (former edu
cation officer at Glanmore and 
now the board’s marketing assist
ant) said the board is exploring 
using a past/present/future theme 
to mark the next century. One 
proposed project is a compilation 
of national notable individuals 
who have been associated with 
the board or its predecessor 
boards. Bowell was used as an ex
ample, because he served for 
several years as chairman of the 
Belleville Board of Common 
School Trustees. Anyone with 
information about a nationally 
recognized person who attended 
or worked within a public school 
in Hastings or Prince Edward 
counties is asked to call Christine 
at 966-9491, ext 2236 or fax 962- 
1048.
Mackenzie Bowell’s house at 

194 William Street will be in
cluded in a CKWS-TV special 
being prepared by Floyd 
Patterson to highlight the early 
history of Quinte communities. 
I had the pleasure to work with 
Floyd for a few hours this sum
mer on the Belleville segment. 
Mackenzie Bowell’s house was 

also on the agenda for the 
“D aytrippin” feature in The 
Intelligencer’s Weekend Extra on 
August 14. Sarah MacWhirter in
cluded it as one of the Belleville 
sites to view. Moodie Cottage 
was another site.

John A. MacDonald was rated 
as one o f Canada’s three best 
prime ministers in the recent sur
vey. He’s also the subject of an 
interesting book by Jennifer 
Bunting, the Lennox and 
Addington County archivist and 
a recent speaker to our Society. 
Her book is Sir John A ’s Napanee 
and she explores some of the 
myths of his time in Napanee. 

Bill (C.W. ) Hunt, a former di
rector of our society, has pub
lished a 78-page book, Gentle
man Charlie & the Lady 
Rumrunner (the story of the only 
woman to smuggle whisky across 
Lake Ontario during U.S. Prohi
bition —and get away with it). It’s 
been well received by the local 
press. The Intelligencer devoted 
a whole page to it and Lewis 
Zandbergen wrote in glowing 
terms in The Community Press. 
Bill advertises it as the first in a

series “Scalawags of Quinte & The 
County” and has appealed for sug
gestions for future subjects. For 
example, he seeks information on 
Dollar Bill, the eccentric bootleg
ger who lived in Kingston, and 
George Miller of Picton. Congratu
lations, Bill. You should speak at 
a meeting of the Society.

Heritage Highlights this summer 
included: the UEL celebration at 
Adolphustown on June 16 which 
attracted almost 2,000 celebrants; 
new quarters for the Quinte Edu
cational Museum and Archives in 
rented space at the M acaulay 
Mountain Conservation Area; the 
dinner/auction that raised almost 
$8,000 to operate the O’Hara Mill 
Pioneer Village; Canada Day cel
ebrations at the North Hastings 
Museum; “Mike Bums’ Bancroft” 
a column in The Bancroft Times, 
prepared by Luke Hendry— in
cluded the story of Umphraville— 
a ghost town and the subject of an 
award-winning student essay in a 
contest our Society sponsored sev
eral years ago; a lifelong Bancroft 
resident, Mike is a former postmas
ter and historian; the Quinte Con
struction Association’s restoration 
of the stonework on the industrial 
building on the site of Capt. John 
Meyers’ mill on Station (formerly 
Mill) Street in Belleville; planning 
for the Tyendinaga Mohawk Mu
seum and Cultural Centre (a con
tact person is Karen Lewis at 967- 
6264); the Deseronto Main Street 
mural depicting Deseronto at the 
beginning of the 1900s.

Fort Kente is the name given to 
the blockhouse recreated at the 
Carrying Place by the Kente Por
tage Historical Conservation So
ciety to mark the importance of that 
portage. Dr. Paul Germain, the en
ergetic chairman of that society, is 
to be congratulated and supported 
for his efforts to research the area 
and to erect and maintain the struc
ture. Funds to buy the land on 
which the building stands are ur
gently needed. In fact, unless 
$40,000 can be raised by Septem
ber 15, the landowner has ordered 
that the building be removed. Paul 
can be reached at 394-2313. 
Coming Events
ACO Tour of Kingston churches 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, September 19. 
Money Matters, an Ontario Histori
cal Society workshop to explore 
funding for heritage groups, at 
Tweed from 1 to 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, September 29. Con
tact Evan Morton at 613 478-3989.
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Still Cookin’
T he F r ien d s o f  G la n m o re  co o k  book  
ca p tu res  som e o f th e  e ssen ce  o f  th is  

gran d  s ite . L ook  fo r  it  in  th e  g ift  sh op . 
R ecip es in c lu d e  fa v o u r ite s  fro m  the  

v o lu n tee rs  as w ell as
G lan m ore  _ s ta n d b y s  lik e
sco n es ,
and

a p p le  c id er  
g in g erb rea d  

co o k ies .

Listen to the night—  
Bats of Ontario

Listen to the night— Bats of Ontario explores bats, the 
elusive creatures that flit about in the night, long the 

object of human fascination. Bats have inhabited the night 
skies for more than 50 million years, extraordinary 

creatures that continue to intrigue us with their mysterious 
bird- and mammal-like qualities.

Listen to the night—Bats of Ontario looks at the reality of 
these creatures, the truth behind the myths and fables that 
have evolved in the human imagination for centuries. The 
exhibit explores the diversity of species in Ontario, their 
hibernation and roosting habits, flight patterns as well as 
their fascinating use of echolocation. Health and conser

vation issues and current research activities into bat 
behaviour are also investigated.

This exhibition is organized and circulated by the Royal Ontario museum 
through its Outreach Services—Education Programs Department.

The Royal Ontario Museum’s Outreach Program is supported by the Ministry 
of Culture, Tourism and Recreation, Government of Ontario, and the 

Department of Canadian Heritage, Government of Canada.

Outlook is published for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor 

at 613-395-3022, Fax 613-395-4695, or E-mail lewzan@reach.net
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