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|" BOOKLAUNCH^
Tuesday, M ay 7 

I 7:30 p.m. I
I Quinte Living Centre I
* Belleville I

I Sheldon & Judith Godfrey I
I unveil I
I Burn This Gossip, I
I The True Story of I
I George Benjamin I

of Belleville, Canada’s ■ I 
I First Jewish Member of I
I Parliament, 1857-1863 I

The Country Store in Rednersville has seen plenty o f  history, and 
has been served well by the bridges spanning the Bay o f Quinte

A Species of 
Adventure

Special Guests
Visitors, Members, and 
New Members welcome

N ext M eeting
Tuesday May 21, 8:00 p.m.

Coffee 7:30 p.m.
Quinte Living Centre, Belleville'

Speaker
Elizabeth Mitchell - Information Services Librarian, 

Belleville Public Library 
Topic

From Mechanics' Institute to Corby Public Library (1851- 
1908) and where History Abounds in the Canadiana Room.

Visitors, Members, and New Members welcome

Vice President Malcolm Muth 
chaired the April meeting of 
the Hastings County Histor
ical Society
T h e  top news story o f one 
hundred years ago as related 
by Leona H endry was the 
completion of the Bay Bridge. 
It was believed  to be the 
longest bridge in Canada at 
the time.
Gerry Boyce introduced Andre 
Philpot, Reeve of Marmora, 
and author o f "A  Species o f 
Adventure" the Story o f the 
Ironmasters of Upper Cana
da. Mr. Philpot spent his early 
years in England and prac
ticed law in Toronto before 
m oving to M arm ora. T h e  
Marmora area is not the only 
subject o f his h istorical 
research, he had done a study 
on the history off-track bet

ting. He believes the study of 
history as taught in schools 
should put less stress on kings 
and dates, and should instead 
try to describe what life was 
like back then. Quoting "The 
past is a fo re ign  land" he 
showed newspaper adver
tisements from the turn of the 
century showing how we have 
changed. In trying to find what 
life  was like in the past w e 
look at historic reproductions 
such as Glanmore House and 
Upper Canada Village. These 
are sanitized reproductions 
and not realistic. For many 
years the historic plaque mark
ing the location of the Marino- 

, ra M ine was in the w rong 
place. In 1820 M arm ora 
became Canada's first min
ing town. A t that time there

Continued on Page three
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What was Happening 
100 Years ago?
A  regularfeature of month
ly meetings is Minus 100. 
We welcome any member 
to research events of our 
meeting date in 1891.

M inus 100 
takes us 
back to 
April 16, 
1891
Let's face it, some days 
produce more dramatic 
and far reaching events 
than others. Be it 1891 or 
1991. Leona Hendry had 
a retrospective "journal
istic scoop" for our gen
eral meeting day look- 
back. The last piece of 
steel was erected on the 
Bay Bridge on April 16, 
1891. The comparison to 
the building and com
pletion of the Norris Whit
ney B ridge were very  
interesting:

- The 1891 bridge was 
2,913 feet long, the same 
length as today's bridge. 
In 1891 it was believed to 
be the longest Highway 
bridge in Canada.

- The present bridge was 
about 15 years from con
ception to completion and 
that span of time was sim
ilar in 1891. Both projects 
caused considerable con
troversy.

- Costs revealed the great
est difference - $95,000. 
was the price tag in 1891, 
and the same footage for 
the Norris Whitney was 
$13 million.

- Improvement over pre- 
1891 ferry  service was 
gratefully recognized until 
the tolls caused the pub
lic to become disgruntled. 
In 1991 fewer traffic hold
ups and no delays from 
bay traffic but the con
cern is paying for the 
lighting.

A  general livery  was to 
open opposite the Post 
Office. Such a prime loca
tion indicates the impor
tance of the horse in 1891 
life.

Belleville was being exam
ined for a possible role in 
the Natural Gas Industry. 
Various locations on the 
B ellev ille  and Prince 
Edward shores were 
being investigated to 
determine the site of the 
first test well. Interested 
parties were being urged 
to subscribe to at least 
"one share now" as the 
company was on the 
threshold of prosperity.

Crime and Punishment 
Items:
- A  case of tampering with 
Her Majesty's mail.
- Guards at Kingston Pen
itentiary had petitioned 
the Warden to perm it 
them to apply to Parlia
ment for a salary increase. 
No mention of a 3% ceil
ing for Federal Employ
ees.

And a sweet note - April 
then as now was maple 
syrup month. On Satur
day ladies and gentlemen 
had been invited to Mr. 
G. Hubbs' sugar bush to 
partake of an excellent

"feast of sugar". In Hilli- 
er, a "sugar social" was 
held in the Town Hall. 
After the caloric feast, the 
program of vocal and

instrumental music , 
recitations and speeches 
were the entertainment. 
Coming up on the 17th, 
the pancake social 
promised the delight of 
"pancakes and maple 
syrup served in abun
dance" at Sidney Town
ship Hall.

Put these house tours 
on Your Calendar
Saturday June 1st, 1991

A  tour of houses both old and new will be presented 
by the University Women’s Club of Belleville and Dis
trict from  10 a m  to 4 p.m. Proceeds will be used for 
educational scholarships.

Tickets will be $10.00 per person and will be avail
able at the following outlets:

Panhandler - Quinte Mall 
Greenley’s - Front Street 

Inova - Loyalist Plaza 
Cole’s Jewellers - Belleville Plaza 

Smoker’s World - Trenton 
Briar Patch - Century Place

A  luncheon w ill be served  at Tabernacle United 
Church on Church Street where an exhibition of art 
will be also be held. For luncheon reservation phone: 
(613) 962-6958. Lunch will be served from 11 a m  to 
2 p.m. The art exhibit may be viewed from  10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Saturday, June 15, 1991
The Victoria Hall Volunteers of Cobourg will conduct 
a house tour of Historic Cobourg homes. The hours 
will be 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The tickets are $10.00 and 
are available at several Cobourg outlets or can be 
obtained by writing:

Victoria Hall Volunteers,
P.O. Box 697

Cobourg, Ontario K9A 4R5
The volunteers raise money to support the recently 
restored building which houses municipal offices, 
an A rt Gallery, a concert hall and a courtroom.

Refreshments will be on sale in the concert hall o f Vic
toria Hall from  9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.



Adventure...
From Page One

were no roads to Marmora, 
no sendees or labour force in 
Marmora, and no market for 
the products. So why did 
Charles Hayes start a mine 
in the wilderness? One rea
son was the large body of ore. 
Another was its remoteness. 
So soon aftert the war of 1812 
the possibility of an invasion 
from the United States was 
still a worry, and Marmora is 
a long way from the border. 
All the components necessary 
to build the blast furnace had 
to be brought from overseas. 
Hayes' letters related his many 
problems. A fter he left, the 
mine survived for many years 
under the owners. Slides were 
shown on a similar ironworks 
in Hopewell, Pennsylvania, 
which has been restored at 
great expense. W hile show
ing slides of some interesting 
old buildings in the area Mr. 
Philpot remarked that he has 
come across the records of a 
lot in Queensborough which 
is still recordedas being owned 
by Sir John A. Macdonald.

Adele Dibben.

H istoric Q uinte

Modoc - A  Victorian 
House Tour

M ay 19th, LOO to 4:00 p.m.
Architectural Conservancy of Ontario Inc*

Quinte Region Branch 1991 Series

ety's Annual House Tour for our "Third Sunday in May walk".
Madoc was an early mining and lumbering town boasting many fine Victorian 

homes. Included in the tour is the Presbyterian church. "The New Presbyterian 
Church - would be a credit to any city." Belton Atlas.

Meet at the Town Hall on St. Lawrence St. West. Madoc is a the junction of High
ways #7 & #62* Tickets are $5.00 for Architectural Conservancy Members and 
their guests, and includes refreshments at the Town Hall, where tickets will be 

purchased. Info. 473-4785, Alan Danford, after 6pm.

BURN THIS GOSSIP. The media 
are having fun with the catchy 
title  o f  the G od freys ’ book on 
George Benjamin, to be launched 
locally on May 7. The Commu
nity Press gave its topof-the page, 
page-wide article this heading: 
“M ove  over K itty Kelley, now 
there is Bum This Gossip”.

M IL T  JO H N STO N  w ill have a 
preview o f Bum This Gossip on 
his CJBQ Open Line Program  
from 12:40 to 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 
M ay 7. Sheldon and Judith God- 
ffey will be on the air to field ques
tions about the book and their 
research. The phone number is 
(613) 969-1545.

CABLEVUE 4 will feature an inter

view with the Godfreys soon after 
the 7th. Check their listings for 
the time. ^

LA R R Y  H A R T IN , R eeve  o f  
Hungerford Township and War
den o f Hastings County, - George 
Benjamin held both positions for 
many years - w ill be among the 
special guests to be present at 
the May 7th book launch to bring 
greetings to the Godfreys and to 
be recognized. Among the other 
invitees who have indicated they t- 
w ill be presen t are B e llev ille  
Mayor George Zegouras, Belleville 
Clerk Bill Moreton, Thurlow Clerk 
Gary King, Capt. Robert Brad
ford, and members o f the Jewish 
community.

H A S T IN G S  C O U N T Y  M U SE 
U M  events to be marked on your 
calendar include: Queen Victo
ria ’s 172nd Birthday Party on 
M onday, M ay 20, from  1:00 to 
4:30, and Strawberries and Strauss 
(a strawberry social) on Wednes
day, June 8, from 4 to 8 p.m. Spe
cial exhibits include Beyond the 
Garden Gate, a look at floral influ
ences in V ictoria daily life  and 
M em ories o f Queen Victoria, a 
display o f  mem orabilia paying 
homage to Queen Victoria’s long 
reign.

T H E  H A S T IN G S  C O U N T Y  
MUSEUM AUXILIARY was salut
ed in a recent In te l The43mem- 
bers help make the museum “a 
community showcase”.

M OHAW K SUNDAY is May 19th. 
Th e  re-enactment o f the binding 
o f M ay 22,1784, is an important 
and colourful event each year for 
the Mohawks o f the Bay o f Quinte 
and their many friends.

A  SCHOLARSHIP in memory o f 
LES CLAUS, Tyendinaga edu
cator, counsellor, historian, out- 
doorsman, and artist, is being set 
up by friends. For information, 
contact Bruce or Nan Morgan at 
190 Bridge Street East, Belleville, 
K8N 1N4 (613) 966-3557

RO Y BONISTEEL, best-selling 
author, columnist, long-time host 
o f CBC’s “Man Alive”, and a native 
o f  Sidney Township (where the 
family has resided for seven gen
erations) has published a new 
book. There was a time... recalls 
his early. Written in the form  of 
an almanac, it is “a nostalgic jour
ney through the twelve months 
o f the year”. You could read one 
chapter a day and reflect on the

Continued, on Page Four



Continued from page three

fascinating pictures o f life in sim
pler times. But chances are that 
you ’ll be tem pted  to read the 
whole thing at one sitting. Top
ics range from the old swimming 
hole, waterm elons, and com ic 
books to the mail box, haying, 
recycling, cow-watching, the first 
day o f school, and Victory Gar
dens. Again resident in Sidney 
for the past 20 years, Roy vivid
ly recalls such local institutions 
as the Stirling Public Library; “ I 
have, ova- the years, been in some 
o f the finest libraries in the world 
and I have seen some private col
lections that would make the Stir
ling offering seem meagre, but I 
w ill always have a fond memory 
o f that small brick building that 
opened so many wonderful doors 
for me.” All in all, a superb book, 
w ith exce llen t illustrations by 
Damian V. Glass. I ’m only sorry 
that it’s just 257 pages long and 
that there’s no index. When can 
w e expect a sequel, Roy?

EARLE W . ELLIOTT was among 
the readers to respond to last 
month’s plea for information on 
the cheese factories o f Hunger- 
ford Township. Genealogist-his
torian A N N E  RO W E supplied 
in form ation on schools. T h e  
Tweed and Area Historical Soci
ety appreciated their help.

"TOO NOISY”? TW EED HER
ITAGE CENTRE has moved into 
new quarters in a basement room 
in the new municipal building. 
An encouraging event, despite 
the complaints o f one official that 
Tweed and Area Historical Soci
ety m em bers made too much 
noise moving in and paint fumes 
were too strong for him to work. 
The complaints were “front page 
news’ .

TH E  TW EED  A N D  AREA HIS
T O R IC A L  S O C IE TY  has been 
granted perm ission to erect a 
commemorative plaque to hon
our Tw eed ’s all-woman council 
o f 1967.

GRACE (HOUSTON) PORRITT 
was the subject o f  an excellent 
article in T h e  T w eed  New s o f  
April 3. A  native o f Tweed, she 
taught school locally for many

years. T h e  paper is featuring 
senior citizens’ memories o f the 
v illage as part o f  T w eed ’s Cen
tennial.

SIDNEY TOW NSHIP COUNCIL 
has taken steps to set up a 
LACAC. A  motion introduced by 
cou n cillor A L IS O N  K U G L IN  
passed unanimously.

LEW IS ZANDBERGEN o f P.O. 
Box 1481, Stirling, KOK 3E0, is 
looking for information on Hast
ings County men and women who 
served in the American Civil War 
(1861-65). Can you help?

STIRLING  H ISTORICAL SOCI
E TY  recently presented a $125 
cheque toward the purchase o f 
the Bosendorfer grand piano for 
the Stirling Theatre. A  generous 
act

A L L A N  D E M PS E Y  o f  Red- 
nersville could hardly believe it  
Thirty-one years after he request
ed a copy of a rare book on New  
Jersey history from Goodspeed’s 
Book Shop (Boston, Mass.) and 
was told that the book was out o f 
stock, the company wrote Allan 
that a copy had been located. 
Amazing! Perhaps the company 
should be renamed “Goodser- 
vice”.

THANKS TO  ALLAN DEMPSEY 
for bringing in a copy o f a print
ed and handwritten pam phlet 
describ ing the Belleville  area, 
especially Sidney Township and 
Belleville’s Front Street It’s dated 
D e c .2 2 ,1904, and s igned  J.J. 
Wilder. Does anyone know who 
W ilder was? (Contact me at 968- 
5023.) If we can get further back
ground on the pamphlet I’d like 
to see the Society reprint i t

M IK A  PU B LISH IN G  C O M PA
N Y  o f Belleville has available a 
great many books relating to local 
h istory. See O U T L O O K  next 
month for news o f the many inter
esting books.

S E V E R A L L O C A L  N E W S P A 
PERS run regu la r h istorica l 
columns. For example The Intel
ligencer runs Time Capsule each 
day, featuring a picture and (where 
space permits) a Looking Back
wards section with events on the

day in history. The Trentonian 
runs a regular feature Glancing 
Back with news from back issues. 
Th e  Bancroft T im es has Every
day li fe : Bancroft &  A rea  with 
happenings from 25 and 50 years 
ago and often a picture submit
ted by a reader. The Tweed News 
has Bygone Days also with news 
from 25 and 50 years ago. Other 
local papers, including The Com
munity Press feature historical 
pictures from  time to time.

HATS O F FTO  TH E  IN TE LL for 
its excellent editorial (April 16) 
on the importance o f local her
itage. It points out several encour
ag in g  deve lopm en ts  such as 
Belleville City Hall, the Billa Flint 
home, the I idd le  Tailor building 
on Pinnacle Street, the Hastings 
County Museum, V ictoria Hall 
at Cobourg, and the Trenton clock 
tower. Th e  editorial concludes 
with the hope that Trentonians 
will be able to save their 136-year 
old police building.

M ADOC ARTIST PAT  EPLETT- 
HUBBARD was featured in The 
M adoc Review with her limited 
ed ition  prin ts o f  M adoc land
marks, including Griffins Barn 
or “the honey barn” (ca. 1843) 
on St. Law rence St. East, the 
O ’Hara Mill, and a Cooper area 
bam which still boasts a square, 
wooden silo.

FAR AD AY T O W N S H IP  has an 
unusual draw in Novem ber... for

a beautiful Centennial quilt, high
ligh ting flora and fauna o f the 
Bancroft-Faraday area.

A LG O N Q U IN  PARK  is the sub
ject o f an illustrated “Centennial 
Series” , written by Barney Moor- 
house for T h e  Bancroft Tunes. 
It highlights early lumbering and 
other activities, as Ontario pre
pares to celebrate the hundredth 
anniversary o f Provincial Parks 
in 1993. Also, the Friends o f Algo
nquin Park are raising funds for 
Centennial projects.

RE M IN D ER S : Saturday, June 
l...Belleville House Tour, Satur
day, June 15...2. Cobourg House 
Tour contact Jan Howieson at 
416-372-4159.

M em bership
I f  you have not renewed 

your membership we 
would welcome your 

participation and 
interest New members 

would be especially 
welcomed.

Membership fees 
are as follows:

Individual
- $10.00 per year 

Senior - $7.00 per year
Family

- $12.00 per year 
Senior Family

- $10.00 per year 
Corporate Sponsors
- $25.00 per year 
Life Membership

- $ 100.00

Outlook
The Hastings County Historical Society Newsletter

Outlook is published monthly for the Friends and M em bers o f the 
Hastings County Historical Society. It is edited &  produced by Joe 
VanVeenen. Anyone wishing to submit articles or information can con
tact the editor at 613-969-0001, between 9-5, or visit him at Design Per
fect Communications, 121 Dundas S t East, Belleville, O nt

This Newsletter is printed on 
better than 50% recycled paper


