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Deadly Women 
of Ontario

BY BILL KENNEDY

Phoebe Campbell killed her husband with an 
axe but her neighbour, Thomas Davies, was ar
rested for the crime. He had a low brow, high 
cheekbones and a flat nose, physical attributes 
that in nineteenth century Ontario law enforce
ment were clear signs of a man capable of such 
a deed. And Phoebe might have got away with 
it because back then women were the “angels 
of the house” and not considered intellectually 
strong enough to deal in murder. Unfortunately 
for Phoebe, however, she couldn’t seem to tell 
police the same story twice and eventually it 
was she who was convicted. It is reported that 
she went calmly to the gallows.
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Phoebe’s evil doing was just one of a number of stories re
lated by speaker Cheryl MacDonald at the May meeting of the 
HCHS. Cheryl is the author of over twenty books on historical 
topics. Her talk was based on her book Deadly Women o f On
tario, published in 2005.

Women Could Get Away With Murder!
Over a century ago women who murdered were often seen as 

the victims. Spousal abuse and the failure of society at large 
to protect and help them was just cause to act in their own 
defence.

Back about 1915 teenager Carrie Davis worked as a domes
tic servant in the household of Charles Albert Massey of Hart 
Massey Agricultural Equipment Manufacturers (later Massey- 
Ferguson). He flirted with her and when he tried to press his 
desires on her she shot and killed him and turned herself in to 
police. The case went to trial and she was acquitted.

Marie MacKay immigrated to Canada from England as a 
young girl and went to work as a servant at a Hamilton hotel. 
Many servants came from prisons in the old country and there 
was concern on the part of employers that such persons could 
go morally astray. Time off from work and a social life for 
them was not always permitted. Nevertheless Marie became 
pregnant and tried in vain to get help from the social organiza
tions of the day.

Continued on page 2.
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Arsenic and opium, not old lace
Continued from page 1.

After the birth of the baby she discovered that nobody 
would hire a single mother so she disposed of her child 
by drowning it in a cistern. She was sentenced to hang 
but served only a few years in prison before returning 
to work in Hamilton where she dropped out of the pub
lic eye and was not heard of again.

She Dressed Like A Man And Packed A Gun
Clara Ford is identified as a thirty-three year old mu

latto woman who became involved with eighteen year 
old Frank Westwood of good family background. The 
young man was murdered and the trail led to Clara. He 
had “insulted” her, she said, a euphemism in those days 
for a woman who had been sexually assaulted.

The investigation revealed that Clara sometimes 
dressed as a man, illegal back then, and worked in 
a livery stable. Rumour had it that she ate raw meat, 
jumped on moving Toronto streetcars and carried a 
gun. The rationale that saved her was that if she was 
acquitted the authorities would also be acquitting 
Westwood of any wrongdoing. After all, how could 
someone like him possibly have become involved with 
such a woman and fifteen years his senior to boot?

Opium And Arsenic
Mary Osborne, a Pennsylvanian, came to Ontario in 

the late 1700s with her two young children to work as 
a housekeeper and married the man who hired her. Bar
tholomew London was his name. He was forty years 
her senior and in 1800 after he had made out his will

Trains West
In 1916 the Grand Trunk Railway System and Cana

dian Northern Railway were calling for 40,000 farm 
labourers to go west to help with the harvest. Tickets 
from Toronto to Winnipeg cost $12 and from that point 
on one-half cent per mile to as far as Edmonton. Leaf
lets were printed to show the number of labourers re
quired at each point along the way and the wages paid. 
On August 17 and 31 special trains that would provide 
the traveller with an excellent opportunity to see new 
and attractive country left Belleville for Winnipeg. The 
newspaper advertising for labourers 
showed teams of horses work
ing the fields and a farmer up to 
his chest in standing wheat. Fare 
for the trip home from Winnipeg 
was $18, the increase attributed 
no doubt in part to 
the fact that return- « a n ca  
ing workers’ pockets 
would be bulging 
with money.

to her he died from drinking whiskey laced with opium 
and arsenic.

An earlier attempt by Mary and a hired hand named 
George to do Bartholomew in with a shoe hammer 
had failed. Mary and George were arrested and it was 
thought that Mary might have known her accomplice 
as he too had come from Pennsylvania, notably after 
the will had been signed. Like Phoebe Campbell, Mary 
would not escape the noose but at the time of her ar
rest she was pregnant and could not be hanged until the 
baby was bom. Ironically the child, a daughter named 
Hanna, was raised by one of Bartholomew’s grown 
children.

Another American, a Virginian named Emmett Tal
ley working in Ontario’s tobacco industry and a man 
known to be abusive to women, died of cause unknown 
until pigs that had ingested some of what he had im
bibed keeled over too.

If you want to find out what happened to Emmett and 
learn more about other nefarious Ontario characters of 
the fairer and gentler sex read Cheryl MacDonald’s 
book, Deadly Women o f Ontario. Apparently there is 
plenty of material for a sequel!

Lloyd (Bud) Price
The Society’s sympathy is extended to the family 
of the late Lloyd (Bud) Price of Actinolite who 
died on April 27. In recent years, Bud was a 
strong supporter of the Tweed & Area Historical 
Society and earlier (the 1960s) was a director of 
our Society, representing Hastings County Coun
cil. At that time, our society was working with 
the Moira River Conservation Authority to estab
lish a county museum on the Price Conservation 
Area, parkland donated by Bud to the MRCA on 
the shores of the Skootamata River. Tom Wright- 
meyer and Gerry Boyce were our representatives 
on the joint committee. Unfortunately, the pro
vincial ministry discouraged the project, despite 
Bud’s enthusiasm for it.

Scheduled speakers for HCHS in 2006

September - John and Dianne Brisley: Topic is PRESERVING 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY 

October - Tom Allison: Topic is 150 YEARS OF RAILROADS 
INTHEQUINTEAREA

November - C.W. Hunt: Topic is DANCING IN THE SKY - A 
HISTORY OF THE ROYAL FLYING CORPS’ AIR TRAINING 
PLAN IN CANADA



Hastings County 
Historical Society 
news
Congratulations to Orland French, our president, 

who was elected as a director of the Ontario His
torical Society, at the society’s annual meeting 
at Orillia in May. Orland joins society president 
Brian Osborne of Kingston as the second Quinte 
area executive member.

About our June Speaker:
Stephen Medd, who will be giving a multi-me

dia presentation on “The Evolution of a Reluctant 
Activist”, describes himself as “a proud resident 
of Napanee”. Although Stephen’s careers have 
required him to live and work in many places 
across Canada, from remote locations in Quebec 
to Toronto, his heart has always drawn him back 
to Napanee. His careers include many years as a 
mining exploration geologist working across the 
Canadian north in search of gold and platinum; 
environmental investigations for the Canadian De
partment of National Defense; and more recently 
as a professional in the Canadian high tech sector. 
Currently he is the Database Administrator at Loy
alist College.

Aside from his professional work, Stephen has 
been actively involved in several volunteer proj
ects in the Napanee-Bay of Quinte area. For ex
ample, he serves a Director of the Friends of the 
Salmon River and was the co-founder of Music 
by the River, a music series that takes place every 
summer Sunday afternoon in Napanee.

He is also the founder of the Quinte Spirit Project 
that helped promote local musicians and artists, 
most notably Avril Lavigne, a native of Belleville.

In addition to showing many pictures of this area, 
Stephen, who has been likened to Gordon Light- 
foot, will illustrate his narrative with several of his 
own songs. Among these is the “Steamer Quinte 
Song”, inspired by Willis Metcalfe’s book Canvas 
and Steam on Quinte Waters. Stephen wrote this 
song as a tribute to Captain Duncan Christie, cap
tain of the ill-fated Quinte, which sank in the Bay 
of Quinte off Deseronto more than a century ago.

Renaissance Society
Congratulations to the Renaissance Society of St. 

Theresa Catholic Secondary School in Belleville. 
On May 25, this recently formed club of 20 stu
dents (under the leadership of teacher Joe Stafford) 
presented “The Spirit of Vimy Student Conference: 
The Past, Present, & Luture of the Armed Forces”. 
Guest speakers from RMC and the Canadian

Archive Angel of the Month
Adele Dibben is one of the Society’s longest serving volunteers, hav
ing served for more than 20 years. When our picture archives was 
upstairs in the Hastings County Museum (now known as Glanmore 
National Historic Site), Adele helped Betsy Boyce catalogue pictures. 
Then she served as the Society’s genealogist, responding to requests 
from genealogists in Canada and the United States. Since we moved 
into the Hastings Heritage Centre, she has worked on a variety of 
activities, including researching queries for distant researchers, com
piling a shelf list for our collections, and arranging the picture collec
tion. Here she searches our files, while MPP Ernie Parsons looks on 
approvingly (from a nearby picture). Gerry Boyce photo

Forces spoke and assisted with a Service of Remembrance. Club 
members presented excellent displays, including several panels 
based on materials found in the Hastings Heritage Centre. These 
panels featured Sergeant Garn Dobbs and his letters from World 
War I, the Royal Air Training Program at Deseronto in the same 
war, and the career of R.S.M. Angus Duffy and other members 
of the Hasty Pees during and after World War II. Several of our 
Archive Angels were on hand as spectators. Also, Diane Sule 
helped husband Mike display his military memorabilia, Dorothy 
Bowes displayed items that her father (Gam Dobbs) had crafted 
while overseas, and Neil Smith presented interesting displays 
from the Hastings and Prince Edward Regimental Museum. The 
Archive Angels look forward to assisting the students of St. The
resa Catholic Secondary School prepare for another conference 
next year.

Spooky
Gerry Boyce will be leading a Belleville Old East Hill Ghost 

Walk at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, June 21st. St. Andrew’s Presbyte
rian Church is sponsoring the tour and tickets are available from 
the church office at 968-8998. Adult tickets are $10 and accom
panied children under 12 are free. Refreshments are included.

Continued on page 4.



Continued from page 3. vilion at West Zwicks Park. In addition, there will be
Reserve July 1 for the Society’s Canadian Confedera- displays and you can win prizes. In advance of the day, 

tion Checkers Challenge Contest as part of Belleville’s there’s a Scavenger Hunt with answers available in the 
Canada Day celebrations. We’re in the Tom Gavey Pa- windows of several downtown businesses.

Railway Month Is Rapidly Approaching
The Railway Month Grand Trunk Express is belt

ing down the track. In a few months it will be at the 
station, so it’s not too soon to reserve your tickets.

To celebrate the opening of the Grand Trunk line 
on October 27, 1856, the Historical Society has set 
up a number of Station Stops during October.

r
The ambitious schedule includes the following:
September: A supplement in The Intelligencer to 

promote Railway Month.
Saturday, October 7: A special display of railway 

information and artifacts at the Quinte Mall.
Friday, October 13: Bar Car Night at the Belleville 

Club. Snacks, entertainment, and a good time to be 
had by all, proceeds to the Historical Society.

Saturday, October 14: Abus tour of historic railway 
sites in Hastings County, including stations in Stir
ling, Tweed, Bannockburn, Coe Hill, Maynooth and 
Bancroft. The all-day tour will include lunch. Tour 
organizer and conductor: Bill Hunt. Contact Vera 
Morton (966-4859) to reserve tickets.

Saturday, October 21: Walking tours of the Bel
leville station and railway yards area, led by Dave 
Perschick. The Belleville Model Railroad Club, on 
the station premises, will hold an Open House at the 
same time.

Saturday, October 28: Annual banquet and auction. 
Once again Boyd Sullivan will be auctioneer. Ap
propriately, this event will be held at the Banquet 
Centre which began its life as a recreational hall for 
CN railway employees. Major auction items this 
year will include travel packages including hotel

rooms and rail tickets. 
Bruce Bedell will be 
your roving conductor. 
Reserve your tickets 
through Peter Wheatley 
(969-7750).

We need volunteers to 
help with the fine details 
of organizing the ban
quet and auction event. 
Please contact Society 
President Orland French 
(969-8354).

These events are being 
organized by a special 
committee of railway 
enthusiasts who are not 
all members of the His
torical Society (though 
we’d like them to be): 
Brian West, Dave Per
schick, Bill Hunt, Mike 
Power, Dan Atkinson, 
Richard Hughes, Jim 

Langille and Orland French. Guess you can see it’s 
a guys’ thing.

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK1K0 

Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 
October and November for the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society.
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, or E-mail <dewis^andbergen@ sympatico.ca>

Thank you to The Community Press for its assistance.
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This is the elegant little station that once stood just west of Spring Brook, (north of Stirling). It was 
demolished in the 1950s.

mailto:andbergen@sympatico.ca

